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Y -SECRET ’
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

Washington, D.C. 20505

■ 2 MAY 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

SUBJECT

1.

riovi ^a^
: Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. --------

Referenceis made to this Agency *s out message
number 94270 dated 25 April 1968 concerning the assassi­
nation of Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. ___

2. On r6~~April Roderick ClafjjjyrBKp^ a Panamanian 
national born 1 July_1917 in BriTfsHZHahdiiras, voluntarily 
appeared at the Department of National investigations (DENI) , 
of the Republic of Panama and signed a deposition, the l^ne^ue f'f 
highlights of which are ^s follows: ^ni><i^ tY^yOS^

(1) On 26 October 1962 he served as cook/seaman 
aboard the Texaco S.S. Southhampton which docked at Mobile, 
Alabama.

> (2) While on a shore visit to the Mobile airport 
on^the^morning of 26 October 1962 in the company of two ^aft>,,'> 

/fwpw Panamanian seamen, he was approached by Maxv.in—P. -—’ ” 
^■tT^ELL, owner of LITTRELL Motor Co. , 921-25 South Clinton 
Street, Athens.. Alabama, who after ascertainihg BROWN was 

lx Panamanian seaman, asked if he knewjof Dr. Martin Luther 
KING, Jr.

(3) LITTRELL inquired whether BROWN was interested 
in employment, the details of which were unspecified. He 
went on to describe Dr. KING as/'Our greatest problem who
is causing us 
to use in the 
ment offer.

much trouble.” .He gave BROWN a business card 
event he was interested inx-pursuing^he, employ

REC-® ^^'<^7^/^'-— / / 7
(4) On 28 January,. 1963 BROWj^i^ ^IMELL 

City, stating he was interested in a joo and
from

jNew York
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requested $75 for travel from New York City to Mobile. 
On 2 February 1963 BROWN.received a reply from LITTRELL, 
restating that he had a job waiting for BROWN in Alabama, 
but questioning why $75 was needed since the fare was less 
than $40 by bus.

(5) After discussions with a relative and friends 
in New York City, BROWN suspected that the LITTRELL job 
offer was related with assassination plans for Dr. KING. 
Therefore he did not respond to the LITTRELL letter and 
dismissed the incident until the death of Dr. KING in 
April 1968. BROWN returned to Panama in 1964.

3. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the |^
LITTRELL letter and the Spanish language deposition made s
by BROWN, as well as an English translation of the deposition 
as described in paragraph 2 of the referenced out message.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS:

CSCI-316/01702-68

3 Enclosures
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Report submitted by Roderick Claflin Brown

In Panama City at 25115 P.m. on 18 April 1968, Roderick 
Claflin.Brown appeared before the undersigned Chief of the . 
Homicide' Section of. the National Investigation Department . 
to submit a report dealing with "the present investigation. 
Unsworn and.without any hurry, and in complete liberty to 
answer or not the question put to him. Asked to identify 
himself, he said his name is as given, male, Honduran 
national, Negro,'£0 years old, born on 1 July 1907 in 
British Honduras; married, barber by trade, son of 
Charles T. Brown (deceased) and Drucilla Elizabeth Castro 
de Brown, with personal Identity Card #E-3-2435, residing 
at Pueblo Nuevo, Calle 5, house # ^0^, room #3, lower floor.

QUESTION: Declarant, explain the reason why you have, come 
to the Homicide Section today?
ANSWER: Because of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, about which I learned from the press, radio, end 
television in this country; after thinking over the problem 
that the United States was. living through because of the 
crime against Dr. King, and having gone through an experience 
there in the United States, that.may throw some light on that ■ 
crime. I communicated to a friend of mine here in Panama 
City, and he advised me to talk to Inspector Cordoba, of the ■ 
National Investigation Department; the latter suggested that 
I present and sign a declaration to that effect, and I gave 
him a letter which I am keeping to have a photo-copy made . 
so that it can be added to my declaration. On 18 April 1962 
I left Tocumen airport here in Panama City, for Port of Spain, 
there I was to go on board the SS SOUTHAMPTON TEXACO, on which 
I was to be the cook. I was employed on this ship for six 
months: I travelled throughout Africa, Venezuela, Trinidad, 
Can6^, and Mobile, Alabama. We arrived in Alabama on 26 
October 1962 around 10:3'0 in the morning. We le ft the pier 
toward the Mobile airport at 12:30 P.M. along with two 
friends who were also sailors on their way to Panama, Pedro . 
RD USE, son of Dr. Pedro RD USE, and Victor RODMAN, who lives 
at #^268 1st St., Juan Diaz, here in Panama City.

• While waiting for the airplane Mr. Marvin LITTRELL called 
mb ~to. in the airport cafeteria. Up to that
moment I did not knownis^name nor had I met him.Later on 
he asked me to have a cup of coffee, and he asked the following 
question: "Are you students or tourists?” I replied that 
we were neither, only sailors on our way to Panama or home. 
He kept asking questions, and asked if I had visited the 
United States previously, and whether I liked the U.S.
I answered that I did not like the United States, I simply 
adored it, which gave way to more questions.

He asked if I would like to stay. I asked how I could 
do that, and he replied: "My Party is in power.” Besides, 
he owned one of two automobile dealerships, and owned 
real state. .
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For that reason he could get favors from the government 
at anytime. That is when he said: ”1’11 employ you, and 
get an apartment for you." But he then asked me a question: 
"Do you know Martin Luther King?" I replied that I did 
not, but that I had read something about him and his 
activities. Then Mr. Littrell said: "This man is the only 
problem that we have in our way; he is causing us a great 
deal of inconvenience." I said that our time at the 

airport was very limited, and we were to leave in ten or 
fifteen minutes, and for that reason we could not evaluate 
our conversation carefully.

At that moment he took one of his cards, and said: 
"As soon as you get to Panama write to me at this address 
if you are interested in working for me." 

When I left his table I told Pedro and Victor 
about the subject of conversation, and we all agreed that 
what this man wanted was for us to kill Dr. Luther King, 
and we reached that conclusion because of the conversation 
with Mr. Littrell.

On that occasion we returned to Panama, but upon 
reaching Miami, Florida, around 10:30 P.M., I was told 
at the airport that I could not leave for Panama because 
I needed a visa in order to return. I immediately went 
to Immigration at the airport and reported what was 
happening to me, and with the aid of Immigration I was 
able to find the agent of the ship in which I travelled, 
and he got me a room at the airport hotel.

Because this happened on a weekend I had to stay 
at the airport until Monday, when 1 got to the Panamanian 
Embassy and got a visa; arriving in Panama on 31 October 

1962.
I was in Panama during the celebration of the 

national holidays, and on 5 November I got a visa for 
New York. I stayed in Panama until 23 December and left 
for New York at 12:0$ on 2U- December and arrived in the 
airport in New York at 12:30 the same day.

w I stayed in New York until 28 January 1963. While 
in ^ew York I decided to write to Mr. Marvin P.' LITTRELL 
to get more information about the job about which we had 
talked. It was then that I received the letter dated 2 
February 1963, copy of which, signed.by Mr. Littrell, is 
in the photocopy that I am giving to this office. I am 
keeping the original. In the letter that I sent him I 
asked him'to send me $75 (US), which.I was to use on a 
trip to Mobile, Alabama.
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I did not know how much the ticket from New 
York to Alabama was, but I thought that $75 was 
sufficient for the trip, because I had previously 
travelled from New York to New Orleans by train and 
it had cost me only $1|6, and thinking that Mobile, 
Alabama, was farther down than NewOOrleans, it was 
going, to cost more than $45 i

But this gentleman told me in his reply that 
he did not understand why I needed $75, since bus 
fare from New Yoik to Mobile was less than $40. 
Then I took his letter and had a meeting with my 
•relatives in New York, and they advised me not to 
answer the letter, let alone take the trip to Mobile, 
Alabama, to find out what kind of job it was. Because 
of the conversation that this man and I "had at the airport, 
and this letter, my relatives understood that the only 
job that this man might give me was to murder Dr. Martin 
Luther King’. If Itwere to go to Mobile and refuse the 
job I was sure that I would not leave Mobile, Alabama, 
alive.

It was then that I decided to follow the advice 
of my family. Nevertheless, I spoke with some other 
people in New York City to get their opinion. They 
had the'same idea that my family had. I forgot 'about 
the matter after that, but I kept the letter.

I remained in New York until 30 KaJ 19^, when I 
returned to Panama. I am not sure that this is the man 
who organized the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, but 
this may be a clue leading to the person or persons 
responsible for the act.. He was asked the following: 
Has the declarant anything to add about which he has 
not been questioned during this inquiry? He answered: 
This is all that I have to say about this case.

And that being the case, this inquiry is declared 
completed. It was read and found in. order and signed 
by all those concerned.7

The informant The investigator

(s) Roderick CLAFLIN Brown Inspector Domitilo A. CORDOBA

(s) Inspector Tomas ROYAL P.
Chief of the Homicide Section
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' Telephone 232-5692-3-4 921-25 So. Clinton St. • U. S. 72 By.^.r

- ATHENS, ALABAMA

rsij® k:; " 
ran E r:

0;.IsJiiSaia

O LOS MO 8 I LB-

6

February 2, 1963

*.

. Roderick C Brown 
c/o B.L.Brown

, 318 165 St Apt 2 B 
Bronx 53, NJ.

Dear Rod.’

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 
28th concerning our conversation at the Mobile Ala Airport last 

. October. ' Z >,

Please be advised that I have a job waiting for youinAIdbama 
as soon as you are able to make your arrangements to come herej’hpwever, 
I do not understand why you need $ 75.00 when a bus ticket from Sew, . . :

. . York to Alabama costs less than $ 40.00. . • - y1; '■•■■'■■*

I am willing to help you in any way that I can but I <am not-' 
clear on this part of your letter and will expect to bear from you 

. again.

Very trul yours.

Marvin P, Littrell

s>
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■ Informative rendido por: RODERICK CLtfHH BB08H,

Ea la' Ciudad' de Panamd, 

tard® del' dfi dieciseis

siendo las dos y cuaraata. ycinco minntos de ,1a -

de abril de mil novecientossesentayiocho^ccEnpa-

recid ant® el suscrito Jefe de la Seccidn de Hanioidios deliDppartamento .

Hacional'dc lnvestigaclories, el senor IfflBICK CUffUB BBM/.a efecto do 

rendlr un Inforinativo en la presente iHveStigaci6n0 Sin juramento fti apro- 

. mib' y^en bcmpleta -libertad para contestar o ho a las-prbgUatis^qur'se -le 

forauldn. lHtsrrogado para que identificaba su personGdi^b llamarse bo-

„_,^ft$qu£da?;OT#ifc8ado>Jv*s^,*jio«durofiei««Be-grb^<eMflAdfce4t  ̂

eido el dia I de Julio de l?!?, en Honduras BritAAicas, casadoGbarbordj hi- 
jo de'WUiS Ta' BUNS '(Jfuhto) y de BWCIUaMniJSUE  ̂ pox^

tador* de'la' Cdduld de Idehtidad Personal Ho 'E - 3/’- 2^35 p residente eis' ftieblo

declarant® el motlvd por 81-coal usted 8e:ha- M8t%a& a‘li:3ii&ei^da ^ 

eidioS^est^ feclm^edlrt^:- M‘S^^ i^ii^UIfflt

.de este'pais y dewpud's de meditar. sobre el problema $ueJ8giiba''^^^

riwoia^&lii ,en los Estados Unidbs y’que'puede^dar i^^eh'el'ebela^eelfiieiito 

de ese^crimeia, se lo contuniqu4 a un'amigo mio. Aqui' ea' la cibdaddePahamS y 

Aste me recamead<5 quehablira con el Inspector CdrdoSa ‘del bipaM^ento Sacio-- 

nal de Ihvhstigaciones, pari ver quA Me sugeriaydespuds^i'hiblarcaa el 

Inspector Cordoba, este me suglrid quo suscriblera uha declaracldh eh ese 

aentidb y le suministrd uaa'carta que guardo para que sacara una foto-cppia 

para quo fuera agregada a mi'decliraci&i* KL dia 16 db abril de"1962, sail 

del aeropuerto' de 'Tocumeh aquf en la ciudad de PanamA, condeatinda Puerto ” 

EspaEa, dc>nde coger£a el barco de la Texaco DS^,’SOUTHWOIP,'doad« wb- 

virta de’cocinerolmarinerpo Eh bst'e bared estuve anpl^add durante seis me— 

seaf reebrri Africa, Venezuela, Trinidad, (^ad^ Ifob^e-Albhana "ea'Bstadoe . 

Unidoso Uegamos' i"Alabama, el dia 26 de 'OciuVre de 1962, ’emo * las dies y

media

bama/ 

rifles

de la' mafia nao Sall endP del Muell'e hacia el aeropuerto de Mobile—Ala-: >. 

’coino a' las does y media del dia; juntamente con loe caapaxieros vapo— 

que veniamos hacia Panami,. JEDRO $KW hijo’ del llcenciado Pedro Md
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‘Ki,

panameho; VICTOR ED1M; dd la caea No 5268, calle la# Juan Diazf Gqui 

an .la ciudad de Paham£0 Estando en el aeropuerto eh espera'del a7i&a£

-^mo Hand el sefier;: MARVIN o: IiriSII.; hacia su mesa en la cafeteria* del-- * 

aeropuertop testa el .memento?'To ho lb sabla su sombre ■ ni lo poaocia^/ ' •7 

luego me bricdd un cafd y me hiso estas preguntae; EQue si DoBotro8 

dramps turistas o ©stpdiantesB; Yo la contest^ que no Sramos ni est> -•/ 

diaotes ai turistaa, sino que Sramoa-marines an eamino a-PaaamS o.basis-

_La o&sacr Continue sub. preguntas y me di jo que si Io habia vioit^los.r 

,/.*S$£i^a*,-Un4^s^^6rtpi^hate^j^&yj^^e'?^^€t^^

, ^.Jq\£ajc^;»^ gue no>me gustaba los Estados Unidos,,, sino quo me ... •„ 

eacai^atep ;.^&^lep^ que me< hiciera mis pregimtasj ,41,

;6,®Btp^e?,^p.  ̂ no me gustaria quedarme y lo-l^coateBtdr.^.c.

. iqup .cfeiojB©. pc^ria baser 4sto} 61 me contests. W Partido. mM. tr&>, .... 

..■.jjaj^fl^r^ mismo qa. el....GptaQ^ ademis: que 41.0re.du^o>de..m.' 

Sfifc^^ .^.■^?^a^4. J: que.adondS; tenia biws y.;raic©s y que , ■

parte,-'del gohiotfab

;j 'oajjw^iile^ii^o# Ahi fud.cuando ine 4|o;„,’Io lavdoytr^o-&i. 

_^!UB^eda.. tqmb^iSa ,lo aeqaodp. an su-,apartamehtoy*j pero. eatonces. me hispv'<^. 

i;^,>^i:^?lu^^ ^ed <»PQba.;d .to^r'fe^ ?o;ls' -.....,

V^lW^h^?^-^^ ^ro.que .sf '.^C^'^

i; • Bus^ctiyldades^entono^ xe dijo^l sefior;^ ., ,

res el dnico problems. aua„teaadds por-pi'medio, el = cual nos Mti ca^;

saado mucsjte® oolestias1’; entonces Io le.dije que nuestro tiempo pa-el 

■^®^^®^? estate muycorto y .queyientro de ^ aiQulBW minutos gai^, 

jUrlamoa y que por esa rasdn no nosquedabasuficiente tismpo .para .. 

janalizar nuestra coBversacion major; ea oae ^memento taad .una tarjata 

d@ cita d© 61 y me 'dice^ eD C^tb^He^a--aPanami- essribame una car—..

■4b

.■^li5T^' ~ ?;i»o«^— -y- *•■’ *^®?v-*uks*','^ja**'?<it'*=;,t^;;^!*!^f'' i^.'S^«rs a.^.-.* -^fcr/-^ •• - - - ^^ ^ -/'“’ *^~-- *?:-'? *.«^. -\ 
ta a esta diraccioHj si en casoie'st'A.de^ a trabajar para mi0 Al .

: ^wtiranM de su mesa Io 1$ .relatS. a Pedro y a,. Victor de Ip qua se.txa-.

. a^a ^ cosyersacifia y los trea quedamos de. acuerdOf que el- trabajo 

pe date _hombre querfa dame era para matar al Dp^qr Luther King y . 

esto lo sacamos en conclusion por la qonveraasi&ilieiaefior Jlttwll, 

i^a 03a oc^si<5B regresses a PanamA, pero al lleg» ^'ittaini^ •
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Viene0.o
■ a' " ••

- mo a’ las dies y media de .la noche, err el aeropuerto se me hizo saber de 

que Io no podia salir para Panama porque m® hacia Saita una Visa par^»“ 

der regresar; inmediatamente me report^ en Migracibn del aeropuerto y 

inform^ de lo que mepaSaba y por la ayuda de Migraei&i localied al Agen- 

te del barcb donde To andaba y $ste me^ coneiguib us hoepedaje enel hotel 

en el aeropuerto; camo era fin de semana, tuve que permanecor' ahi en el . \ 

aeropuerto hasta el Lunes/cuando localicd a la:Embajada PanaasoSa para^
Si■h^^^^. tC9^8S^.^l*^ .dO-iS^o-.^Sb^

' r

*>
las fiestas paitria's' acjufuen Panami hasta el dia '5'4®: iwIenbM^ cuaside

'ZZffiZZ
• obtuve ml Visa para'W&'iar -^ Gn :Pe?aain&shastaft el ; .

• ’ dia . 23 de diciembre y sail de? Pahang pira Hueva ^ Tsrk <&• las :do»i^ cineo

. ?miriutbs del dia veinti<niatrb?:de?dibiembr^;^ da ;Nuava

fork a las doce y media del -dia Velhticuatrb deydiciemtirej.d&y^ .

Z '-&& ifaefra?ldrfc:^hA^£&'\iii^^ rdo''W&^OihM^|$i^^

Wme' habia .hAbladoi fue ehtonces -diiaj&b?i&il&4«i£?^  ̂ bl ffi

:2 de Febrero de 1961 y cUybijtexto- est^ enclaJf6tp^p?)fe'£
^

’«i^^' ^p ie ^^ ip-i^Ma.xibtsumad^  ̂ oi
' '[■'ZZZ'ZZ^ V' <^5^P^^||t^^ -ZZ'pasa jb' qua. To jitiliitoria' eh£^»jttA^$r.^ii'i&^^^

bostal^ elupasaj®^ de- Nu^ayibWval?AIabainbi',.^iti:^ 

suficlente para hacer el viaje'^ porqub .^
HH8B

^K®

\

trenMe Ifa’eva Ibr^^^ 'sol&e&te:'ri&*4&&&'^

v? y ’ seis fddiares. y. pdnsa^o/. qu^Mdbi&^Mdbama qu 

'’?leaas> costdrfa?’.nia3fae.:lb3>'cj&r^tajy''3ef8;;d61a^

• db a decir en su cart fbl/nb ,cdmprei^a|^

i^^6n^Tbniec§sii;abC':'s1iWxita^y£c'inc'o~rd6l"ares^ouiund'0®un*^^^

. York a Mobile costaba'menosAjue .cuarenta d61ares9 Tomb To esta eai*tS^Tcai£®£~v' 

ces y conferencie con mi familia en Kueva Tork y en lo cual elios.Si^^>':? 

seJaron que m contestara la carta, mucho menos pensara hacer el viaje'a 

Mobile-Alabama para entename de qub clase de trabajo se tratabao. Por no- 

tivo de que la converdacibn que Yo y el sefior habiamos tenido en el aero-
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i .

.puerto y esta carta, por lo que.ynis familiares tenian entendi-

’ -do, que el dnico trabajo que est^.-sefior me.darfa serfa el de .ser .

?:<;el'-aflMn6'd4'Do«to.r Brtio\lAiiiier to^ queSS Tome decidie-

ra-a.ir a Mobile y no aceptara el trabajo, era seguro que To no \ .

J:' .‘Iba a.salir;vivo de Mobile-Alabama; fu^ entonces cuando To d^

> cidi. ;8egiiii,io8 consejos, de mi familia; sin embargo, habld’con •. /

‘ . algunasi otjraa-paraonas on la ciudad de Nueva fork para o^tenef

•' v’P '$ ‘ *'’-^ ?fa^li^ ese'memento "ol^Mzelxasunioy ^ro'Zguardd.'■•,.~s. .

la;;cart0;i quoddiidame en* Nueva lirk hasta' el di a JO'ide"'.W^'4^

■3

3

>

yWtoTde'Vigb^^ rograsd ’para Paham^'. - To <no ,e^ *
yy yy.y yy-.; . • ': ■' yyfyy‘ y y.- yy.-• '

k '^}.eoa yesa • la' persona .que h^ya Jorg^z^^el as£o^^ / -
yy^^tbxyi^hd^ ^ta&plj^^^^^^

yyyzyyyyy.y Ayy - f|\y>^Y;£yy 'yy.' ~
zyrcoX^I'^spi^afc^ ”,
ky^k:k\ -yz ■ ‘ i- ‘yizyy< • y y-.y,y ‘^k-yl/ y?

>.Xp^j^Q’’^^ «$:k^WaA'i>J$l^t’^

i*n

<1

^^■■$c^;.lp;-qi^^ -elyi;p^e»ntie--^s^^

^^$^$^1^

•i

Ifc'G!

y?O

s? :r &

Ihfpim^hte» .'Z;

.erlck Claflin Brown

ioeYquqZ;^

,< SQ' .f±l^y^^CQ^$^d^<^^^

X

®5W

MBSf 
wa

WfBWSIHMKK

: i® s^W^»

y ' ^'y'
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