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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCYJ

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

. & MAY 1988
. ; L“'5¢9
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director A
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon , ai ’fﬂ“
~ g ] d 1
SUBJECT . Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. [ 20°%  ¢[

Bycbi Hucyo Gulle ey Boon 0], 225

1. Referencé is made to this Agency's out message
number 94270 dated 25 April- 1968 ‘concerning the assassi-

nation of Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. 2 [ .;/;#Qf
5 mles Podepik i —  (fwza L

2. On I6 April-Roderick Clafl;a%BﬁﬁWﬁ a Panamanian ;Azf
national born.1 July 1917 in Brltlshhﬂqnguras, voluntarlly

- appeared at the. Department of National Investigations (DENI) /
74

o Bﬁ 7

of the Republic of Panama and 31gned a de pOS1t10n, the yeﬂe7u€
highlights of which are as follows: /VVH!J&J Zayqze

- (1) On 26 October 1962 he served as cook/seaman
aboard the Texaco S.S. Southhampton which docked at Mobile,
Alabama. . .

N r.

(2) While on a shore . v151t to the Mobile airport fﬁ,/~
ont morning of 26:0October 1962 in the company of two Iﬂaf”'n
Tlow Panamanian seamen, he was approached by Marvin P, —
LIIIRELL owner of LITTRELL Motor Co., 921-25 South Clinton
Street, Af Athens, Alabama, who after ascerta1n1ng BROWN was
a Panamanian seaman, asked if he knewiof Dr. Martin Luther
KING, Jr. ’ '

(3) LITTRELL inquired whether BROWN was interested
in employment, the details of which were unspecified. He
went on to describe Dr. KING as ''Our greatest problem who -
is cau51ng us much trouble." He gave BROWN a business card

to use in the event he was 1ntere ursulngeﬁhe eﬁfloy—
ment offer. 3 éfil
- 77
(4) On 28 January, 1963 BROWNyynge @I’ﬁégELL from
iNew York City, stating he was 1nterested in a Jo and
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requested $75 for travel from New York City to Mobile.

On 2 February 1963 BROWN received a reply from LITTRELL,
restating that he had a job waiting for BROWN in Alabama,
but questioning why $75 was needed since the fare was less

“than $40 by bus.

: (5) After discussions with a relative and friends
in New York City, BROWN suspected that the LITTRELL job
offer was related with assassination plans for Dr. KING.
Therefore he did not respond to the LITTRELL letter and
dismissed the incidént until the death of Dr. KING in
April 1968. BROWN returned to Panama in 1964.

3. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the
LITTRELL letter and the Spanish language deposition made
by BROWN, as well as an English translation of the deposition
as described in paragraph 2 of the referenced out message.

O

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS:

L b

AMES ANGLETON

CSCI-316/01702-68
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Report submitted by Roderick Claflin Brown

In Panama City at 2:L5 Ip.m. on 18 April 1968, Roderick
Claflin Brown appeared befoqe the undersigned Chief of the .

‘Homicide Section of the Natilonal Investigation Department .

to submit a report dealing with ‘the present investigation.
Unsworn and without any hurry, and in complete liberty to
answer or not the question put to him, Asked to identify
himself, he said his name is as given, male, Honduran
national, Negro, 50 years old, born on 1 July 1907 in
British Honduras; marrled, barber by tradeé, son of

Charles T, Brown (deceased) and Drucilla Elizabeth Castro
de Brown, with personal Identity Card #E-3-2435, residing

at Pueblo Nuevo, Calle 5, house # U505, room #3, lower floor.

QUESTION: Declarant, expitain the reason why you have.come

to the Homicide Section today?

ANSWER: Because of the assassination of Dr, Martin Luther
King, about which I learned from the press, radio, and
television in this country; after thinking over the problem
that the United States was living through because of the

crime against Dr, King, and having gone through an experience
there in the United States, that may throw some light on that .
crime., I cormmunicated to a friend of mine here in Panama
City, and he advised me to talk t6 Inspector Cordoba, of the-
National Investigation Department; the latter suggested that
I present and sign a deélaration to that effect, and I gave
him a letter which I am keeping to have a photo-copy made-.

so that it can be ‘added to my declaration. On 18 April 1962

I left Tocumen airport here in Panama City, for Port of Spain,
were I was to go on board the SS SOUTHAMPTON TEXACO, on which

"I was to be the cooke I was employed on this ship for six

months: I travelled throughout Africa, Venezuela, Trinidad,
Candda, snd Mobile, Alabama, We arrived in Alabama on 26
October 1962 around 10:30 in the morning. We le £t the pier
toward the Mobile airport &t 12:30 P.M. along with two
friends who were also sallors on their way to Panama, Pedro
ROUSE, son of Dr., Pedro RUSE, and Victor RODMAN, who lives
at #5268 1st St., Juan Diaz, here in Panama City.

+ While waiting for the airplane Mr. Marwin LITTRELL called
“+abls - In the airport cafeteria. Up to that
moment I did not knowhis name nor had I met him.Later on
he asked me to have a cup of coffee, and he asked the following

question: "Are you students or tourists?" I replied that

‘we were neither, only sailors on our way to Panama or home, .

" He kept asking questions, and asked if I had visited the

NW§#:47243

United States previously, and whether I liked the U.S.
I answered that I did not like the United States, I simply
adored it, which gave way to more questions,

He asked if T would like to stay. I asked how I could
do that, snd he replied: "My Party is in power." Besides,
he owned one o¥ two automobile dealerships, and owned
real state, -

DocId: 32613967



For that reason he tould get favors from the government
at anytime., That is when he said: “"I'll employ you, and
%et an apartment for you." But he then asked me a question: -
Do you know Martin Luther King?" I replied that I did
not, but that I had read something about him and his
activities. Then Mr, Littrell said: "This man is the only
problem that we have in our way; he is causing us a great

deal of inconvenience." I said that our time at the
alrport was very limited, and we were to leave in ten or
fifteen minutes, and for that reason we could not evaluate
our conversation carefully.

At that moment he took one of his cards, and said:
"As soon as you get to Panama write to me at this address
if you are interested in working for me,"

When I left his table I told Pedro and Victor
about the subject of conversation, and we all agreed that
what this man wanted was for us to kill Dr, Luther King,
and we reached that conclusion because of the conversation
with Mr. Littrell,

On that occasion we returned to Panama, but upon
reaching Miami, Florida, around 10:30 P.M., I was told
at the airport that I could not leave for Panama because
I needed a visa in order to return. I immediately went
to Immigration at the airport and reported what was
‘happening to me, and with the aid of Immigration I was

. able to find the agent of the ship in which I travelled,
and he got me a room at the airport hotel.

Because this happened on a weekend I had to stay -
at the airport until Monday, when I got to the Panamanian
Egbassy and got a visaj; arriving in Panema on 31 Yctober
1962,

I was in Panama during the celebration of the
natiomal holidays, and on 5 November I got a visa for
New York. I stayed in Panama until 23 December and left
for New York at 12:05 on 2 Deeember and arrived in the
airport in New York at 12:30 the same day.

" " I stayed in New York until 28 Jammary 1963. While
in Yew York I decided to write to Mr. Marvin P, LITTREIL
to get more information about the job about which we had
talked, It was then that I received the letter dated 2
February 1963, copy of which, signed.by Mr, Littrell, is

- in the photocopy that I am giving to this office, I am
keeping the original. In the letter that I sent him I-
asked him to send me $75 (US), which.I was to use on a
trip to Mobile, Alabama.
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I did not know how much the ticket from New
York to Alabama was, but I thought that $75 was
sufficient for the trip, because I had previously
travelled from New York to New Orleans by train and
it had cost me only $46, and thinking that Mobile,
Alabama, was farther down than NewlOrleans, it was
going to cost more than $45. .

" But this gentleman told me in his reply that
he did not understand why I needed $75, since bus
fare from New York to Mobile was less than $40.
Then I took his letter and had a meeting with my

-relatives in New York, and they advised me not to

answer the letter, let alone take the trip to Mobile, -
Alabama, to find out what kind of job it was. Because
of the conversation that this man and I had at the alrport,
and this letter, my relatives understood that the only
job that this man might give me was to murder Dr, Martin
Luther King, If Tiwere to go to Mobile and refuse the
job I was sure that I would not leave Mobile, Alabama,
alive, - : :

. It was then that I decided to follow the advice
of my family. Nevertheless, I gpoke with some other
people in New York City to get thelr opinion. They
had the same idesa that my family had., I forgot 'about
the matter after that, but I kept the letter,

T remained in New York until 30 May 196L, when I
returned to Panama. I am not sure that this is the man
who organized the murder of Dr., Martin Luther King, but
this may be a clue leading to the person or persons o
responsible for the act. He was asked the following:

Has the -declarant anything to add about which he has

"not been questioned during this inquiry? He answered:

This is all that I have to say about this case.

And that being the case, this inquiry is declared
completed. It was read and found in. order and signed
by all those concerned.’ :

The informant ' The investigator

(s) Roderick CIAFLIN Brown Tnspector Domitilo A. CORDOBA

(s) Inspector Tomas ROYAL P,
Chief of the Homicide Section

DocId: 32613967
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_Roderick.C Brown .. - |
. 318 165 St Apt. 2B . R I
..m'onx 53’ oYo ) . - . '
Cobermear T
- 28th concerning our conversation at the Mobﬂe Ala t la s‘t i
e October. ‘ A:Lrpor :

© " Yark to Alabama costs less than § 40.00. .

]

¢/o B.L.Brown e ' ‘.

a

This will acknouledge receipt or your letter of Jmuary

Pleaae be advised that I have a job waiting for you .’m Alabama s
as Soon as you are able .to make your arrangements to come herey" hgmar, ~l«,(
I do not understend wly you need $ 75.00 when & bua ticket froxn Nev.'- T

..

I am willing to help you in aeny wey that I can but I am not

- clea.r on this part of your letter a.nd wi.l w:peot to hear from ynu ." :
o again. S _ N
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¥ i . . - Informativo . rendido por: aonmnlcx cnar:an ERoW, T
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Ao e D ..13
En la’ éi.'udad‘ de Panam&, .silendo las dos- y cuarenta.y cinco ninutos. de la
ta.rde del’.dfd dleciseis de abril de mil novecientos sesmta Y ochq, campa-'
recié ante el suscrito Jefe de la Seccién de Homioddios del: Dcpart.mto . |
Nacional ‘ds. Investigaciones ’ 61 sefior mmcx W Bm, efocto do _
remiis: un - Informativo em la presents Jnvestig.cién. Sin- juramnto -5 B8 a.pro— :
nd.-e-‘ya en oompleta hber’cad' para contestar: o Ho & 143 pregun‘basf que"so 10
'romulbn. In‘tarrogado para que identificaia du persoma ,Idiiao llmm o= ‘
Q_w,\‘;,, T m07queda azpreeado, varén,;fnondt;re?“e,mnegm,s’dwﬁnenent& nﬁee def eﬂa& am-‘m
A"'A\"'\ . ¢ido el dfa 1'de Julib dé- 1917, en’ Hondura.a Br:lt&ﬁicas, ca%ado ba:%ro, hi-
| | jo de“CHARIES T; BROWN (difunto) y do nmcnmmwm emmav am, pox-

tador® de* la cédul& de Identidad Persona.l o ‘E 3 2&35 TS iihntis* hcblo

| "Huevo’;meane Sa; easa’ No l.505, cua.rto Ho 3 bajoe. mwﬁms g ShEL
i .

?/WW

cidio% en es‘i’»aL fecha- ?.‘OON‘ES’M & ra:tz' del anesinato"deﬂ. ]

ws

-
e

"“""“" _“"”‘“""““"""KIEG ¥° que- ‘He" tenido conocmto at trs:vez .3 'ﬁf#”‘“&\f ﬁadi‘d y“l%loviniéa-
Q | de este" pals ¥ de'pnés dd udﬂ.tir. ‘sobre ‘el problm quo esﬁ‘aba. ’viviundo ioa
L . \%' * Bstados~ Unidos por al cﬁmlenw}el Doctor King y habiead‘o viv’idb !‘o m e@o—
s v\’,.._(_, —‘W’ﬁ:fci;ﬁﬁ en 1oe E;ga;;sz»l!nidos' -y:";z;«;\ede' dar lus::;*e]: osa;;;;;&;;:o”f

N
. . de ese’ crimem, Sa‘lo ccmmiqué a un® amigo” mio Aqui on’ la. ci\id;d do Pmmﬂ y
éste me recomendé que’ hab‘lira con el Inspector Cdrdoba dol Deparﬁmmto Bacio;-
| | ml d& Invsstignciones s pa.ra ver qu& e sugeria. y después de'habla.r ¢on al
Inspector %moba, ‘éste me sug,irid que suecribiem una’ dochncién en o86:
senfido ¥y le suninistrs una. carta. que gua.rdo para que sacm um foto-cpph
, o ~ para que fuera agregada a mi’ declaracién, El dIa 18 ‘de abrl de’ 1962 sal!
| del aeropuerto de Toeumen a.qu:[ en la ciudad de Pa.nmni. con daatiao a Puerto

g Espa.ﬁa, ‘donde’ coger.{a el barco de la 'remco “S.S-o'SOUTHAMPTON', donde 961

S - - g sedhor ;

e e e ,\,_, e et .—--;.W“

. . ‘ vir:{a de cocinero-lnax'inerc;; En éste ba{rco estuve empléado durante aois me-
- sesj recorrf Arr.s.ca, Venezuela, Trinidad, Ca.nadé, lobile-&lahma o Estados

Unidose Llegamnos’ a Aldbama el dfa 26 dé “Octubre de 1962 como a las d:l.ez y

o

e . © . media de 1 ma”iana., Saliendo del Muelle hacia el aeropuert.o d.e Mobile-ala-

' bama como a. La.s doce y media del dia, Ju.ntamente con los cmpa.ﬁeros vapo-

PP rimos que venia.mos hacia Panamé PFDRO W hijo ‘del I.icenc:iado Mm WQ 3

b
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! ,om’ cua.lqnier memtoo Ahi fug. cuando xne dijo "Yo le~ doy tnabago Byl ay, :

Eneor o o T

o it T T TR AT

- . N ‘ o "...:\"" 2 -

panameﬁo, VICTOR FODM&E; dd la casa No 5268, calle la, Juan Diaz, @qui

-3

emla ciudad de Panamé,: Est-ando en el aeropuerto 8h espemdel an&a, :
' Sam llamé ol sefior: MARVIN , LITTEIL hac:.a. su mesa en-la cafetorfa- del~: +
_ ' a.erepnem, hasta el nmmento«‘fo no le sabia su mombre-ni:lo conocis,
luego me brindé un. cats ¥ me higo estas pregpntae- "Que- si ROBOLTOS-

éramos turiata.s o eewcnantes‘“- -Yo 1@ contest.é que no: §ramos m. estw- -..,;_-'

diaates ai tnristas, sino que éramoe mar:mos er eamino a:Pamami o. Daed

..;La c@aaq COmtimG sus proguntas, y me: dijo que ei Yo habi.e. visitgsdo 109 t

_y kEpta,dos Um.dosb*aateriomeatedy*‘quwgi“‘i‘ gu‘%“taba’\?‘ioe ﬁetadoe Uaidos(
N o
' %

‘.,\, Fis y) Yo 1@ comtasté qua no: me gust.aba los Estadoa Unidos, sino que me. ... .

S 2T

‘}zfd,

bé“ emeamta.mp ,d{SmLole oporhuaidad para que me: luciera mAs pmguntaa, & t )
' .

AAAA

. ‘qnca cho 8, podx'ﬁss haoer ésto, @1 me eontestés "Mi Pa..rtido estﬁ tm~

bajaadei,ahora mimo a‘a al Gobtlemo‘“ ademﬁs que él ora. duaﬁo de una

*

T i 5

\r----—-’ *‘“por' o8 mzén‘}’élf‘? ebfafé’x‘“éua]hquier "fa.vor & 7e par‘te del gohi gt

‘v& L-'o N

us;ed,, tqmb:!,ém lo accmoda an su apartamento", pem emton.ces ne- mso_

A e:-n.--_» uyr:y,az-u; 4,......_, Mszv*‘ﬁﬁs—‘%—‘-‘ "‘*”*ﬁ-”-"" “‘""?""“"f" A
e UBB, gmgu.nta.s "Ust,ed oonoc@ el Dogtor Ma.rtm Luther King ?” To- 1@ RO EIE

a ; Bu8, 3°*-1Vidad°9uentonces Re di.jo L. senor mumus "Este hanbre .:»:;'*{

tiria.moa y qua por esa ma&n no aos qnada.ba. _.suficlente tiemgo pare

AW

azq@lizar nuestra. coaversacion meJor- en ese ~mcmento tamé una, .tarjeta

-..mww-& e £ z_

"'ta a esta dimccién, ai ‘en caso:;

éretirame de su mesa‘ YoA lq_,.;

_ taba 1a. comrersacién y los tras queda.mos ci'm-_acuerdo, que el trabajo

R T 1 2

A
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@ﬁtegté, que Bo, 1o, co;gocxap pero c’lue si habia leido a.lgo 8obte él,yv.‘ A

—ivizvaRre .ot

cma éste hombre quer:[a dame era pa.ra mata.r al Do' or Luther King ¥ i o

P ,,,_“; _,3»;. o«'ﬁ:ﬂ-—- --.‘.',71
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~Vienecoco '

.~ mo a las diez y xnedia de iLa noche, en el aeropuerto 86 ‘me himo sa.ber de

que Yo no podia. sallr para Panam{ porque me hacla ﬁalta una Visa pa.rgbo—
i

,der regresar, imnediatamente me’ reporté en Migracién del aempuex'to y

informé de lo° que me’ paSa.ba y ‘por 1a ayuda de }‘.igraai&fx localied al Agen-

a . te del bareo donde Io andaba y éste me- conaiguié un hoepedaje ea ol hotel

s

en ei aeropue&'(:o, camo era fin de semana, tuv*a que pemanecex‘“ ahi en’ 6l

o . ' ‘“ -.‘/ Y o gk .
%.g«jw)\ v\’ _” ,ﬁm;g -gw &o;x;gg\x)xin»% V?is 1'fll gg._r%b;,a P u}ei dia ;il‘de 00}&%,9,}1962

las' fiesta.s patria‘s 'aqu.f' en Panamé. hasta el dia ‘)‘ de novimbm,.

LS

R '-i‘-"m s %%a@?‘n, -1-{;; St et A

Daspacho y fimh.da f)or el Beﬁor‘l.ittmll“"f

3
!
¥
é’@gﬂ"‘“’-&::z.m:— vs« ».e,n:‘. L
. e rﬂ' B 8611 YO! n
\ .
\
3 .
)
\ Lo Mobile-Alabama para enterarme de qué clase de trabe.jo 8Q trata.bao Por mo- ° |

tivo de que la converﬂacién que Yo y el sefior habfamos tenido en el aero-
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am.ilia.xs D@sde ese mmnento olvidé".el\a,sunto 5. pero_guardé :
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