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A New King ﬁ%aﬂ Plot

. Federa? autherities attached ht’de significance vesterday
to an Ohio Penitentiary inmate’s claim that FBI and CIA
agems offered a New York underworld figure a $1-million’

tract in 1968 {o kill Martin Luther King Jr. ;

'I‘be Iatest aceount of an assassination plot, veported in a
copyrighted story by Seripps-Howard Newspapers, will be in-
vestigated by the House Select Lommxttee on Asbassmattens Ny
although not immediately. - |

Myren Billett, 52, alias Paul Baculh toid Scr;pp -How-
ard Newspapess that he set up & meeting in January, 1968,
at & motel in Appalachia, N.Y., between the federal agents'
angd the late Carle Gambine. Bllleﬁ, who also claims to be a
former undercover agent for the FBI, said he was told that
the offer to kill King was approved by the late F'BI director
" J. Edgar Hoover. Gambino, zccording to Billett, rejected the
" offer and later passed the word that no New York City crime t
- family would accept the $1-million assassination contract. |
- Billett said that he didn’t come forward with the informa-
-tion before “"because I didn’t think anyone would believe me.”

. The coramittee’s chief investigator, Ed Evans, said he .
“would look into the charge. “We can’t procede on it immedi- |
" stely,” he said. The cornmitiee chairman, Rep. Louis Stokes |
(D-Cleveland), said that the committes has to “move cau-
tiously. We want to be careful that people coming forward

oW _won’t be using us for publicity purposes.” - —Les Payne
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COLUMBUS (UPD) ~ An inmate at the Omo
Penitentiary Reception and Treatment Center
here said the FBI and CIA agents offered former
Mafia kingpnin Carlo Gambino 31 million to kil
Martin Luther King Jr. in 1888, but Gambino re-
jected the offer, it was reported yes’cerday.

Scripps-Howard Newspapers, in a copyrlgnted

’story by William Pillar, said Myron Billett, 52, will

be questioned by Ed Evans, chief mvnsuvator for

the House assa5>matxons comm:tfea m Wasmng—

ton.. - S e .
The newspapers sazd Billett, ahaa ?aul Buccxlh

set up a secret meeting in January 1988.at a hxdea- -
._Way motel m Apalacnm N Y between the FBI

£25 g

and CIA agents and Gamomo who has since dled
Gamomo rzjected the offer and later passed the
word that no Mafia family would accept the offer
to kill King, Billett said. ’
Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, chairman of the !
assassinations committee, said he ordered Evans ;
to investigate the allegations after Scripps—ﬁoward
newspapers asked Stokes if a letter sent by Billett
to House Speaker Thomas O'Neill had been turned
over to the committee. .
O’Neill’s office told the newspapers that 'che Iet-
ter had not beenlocated. -
“We will be in touch with Bxllett to check out hxs
story, sa;d Evanb. ,
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;Samfcay ke Is certain the
Agency I
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" ByBOB ROBLRTSO\‘:'
o Blall Writer i
- The depuiy director of thr,
CIA said in an interview here

had no part in the

‘magassinations of President

John F.

Kennedy and ihe

.Rev. Martin Luther King.’

*¥1 cannot Imagine ihe .

: zagbnw being In"any way
yinvolved in elther of these

3

i

i

iunfortunate - events,” com-
fmented BE.-Henry Knoche,

g‘?*ho has held the No. 2 post.
since his appolniment ’b,{»

Prsszr‘mt Ford-last April.”
< Knoche, a 1347 graduate of
VWashington and Jefferson

.College where he was &

standout basketball. plaver, -

_saldhisopinionisbasedon an

‘association with agency

-dating back to 1953,

His comments were in

response to a question asking

THE OBSERVER REPORTER (WASHINGICN, PA.) O/Efjl

Ceaoz [ch & ({@«u/a/:

11 October 1976

-+ for his assessment of the
~"House Select Committes re- -
"opening the mveshgatlon ofi

«the slayings..
Knoche said the CIA had

_made full disclosures to the

Warren Commission Which
-probed the °
-assassination and woild
cooperate with the new m~
vestigation.. . -

“I am not sure anyone wm
ever construct the precise
facts, however,” Knocne S&ld
of the Kennedy case.

CIA was not involved;
the FBI was not Invoived, or

that Cuba wasnot involved, is.
almost impozsible, he said. t
Knoche was asked about;- “sllshootém up, violence and -
according to .
"7 M assure yo" t“ere is

the effect of public disclo-
sures on the CIA. -

“One positive effect. has’

been that it has made the
subject of intelligence public

.. With ths new gmdeimes
imposed by executive order; .
‘the agency has improved

- Kennedy

" Knoche

] and demons?ra tes how z? can
fit into a constx‘ru?mnai 8

framework

oversight from the Congr ess,

. the . executive branch of
-govemment and’ the pubhi’: :
» surdxtiea" charges that the |

“The understandmﬂ of tha'
’pumxc is " .crutial,

he said, -

sald, and his appearance here

- demonstrates that the agency

-~ feels it must he nccouniaole -
Proving negatives, tﬁat the " '
that’

to the public, ~ <

ll”

" and the “Get Smart”
“:Ievwion program has been

reprisal,’’ .
Despite- its apparent

changein philosophy, Knoche
sald, “Secrets are vital to oup

. affairs such as battle plans

Knoche

S As
~The image of iniomuence'

, .eavesdropping,
“aaprojected by James Bond's pp

WAsH.. Uﬂ“fb/\i %J&g\@(

(<>N€je

busmeM 8.0 :
: Why the need for secrocyV

- “To protect. our sources
and because of cariain state

for-.a ‘war or. forexrm
trouhle" » ne said. 7 il

" Knochs  labeled as - "ab‘-«
CiA mainizins such great
secrecy bhecause i doss not: -
want bad publicity or that ‘t‘; N
wants to ‘_‘keep peooia in S:hez “
dark?

tr ..'»- D '(

SIS Syl s
for - electronic
- Knoechsz
admitted #t Is a *difficnlt
area." He also acknowledged:
tisa iegxtxmaie concern of
the pubhc IR

wisdom in the process by . .
which it Is handled,” he o
began, and added, “we arei

Con"& ;l’lye 3

KQNN%}OJ ()ﬁuv

ki &ﬂ W"’fﬁﬁ"‘ L”%
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Conspiracy
Killed ng
?571 dow Says

Ry Andrew Torchla
A;soc.ar-d Prass

NAIROBI Nov.

1-;Th€ K

9 King and that b2y

. wdow of Martin Luther King

csaid | teday ' that -’
. "caused ‘by 4 government
cr)nsplracy and: -that. . ip-
2 vestigations - mto ‘his slaymg

ould be rpopened-

t this stage-I% say-it dppears
: .there was a conspiracy in the
death ofx my

: around by Hoover‘and the
2 CM \xhenjh» Vias’ abroad;
o eto have been-. at-
tached Ao thé.forces of. OUF -
government that feir he-xx‘as ER
" ‘threat.to~thé system as it
g éxisted.’_’ Mrs Kingsaid. > -
“~She referred to:the 'U.S.

Central Intelligence -Agency |

and to the 1{;19?869:‘3% Bureau

.. Mrs/King: ona. t"xreé-nétion
N Afr:ran toury-arrived -here |
Wednesday: ~She~-was~in- |

. térviewed before-a : meeting
- with E\anamwomen leaders

- arranged- by~the~"U;S-' Infor~
. mahon Service: -7 -
ot She commemwd B the
_ review ordered by Atty. “Gen,
. Edward Levi of.the. FBI ini.
. vestigation - of ithe: King's !
‘shaotmg ‘death in 1968, James-
% Eorl Ray pleaded guilty-to the.
“killing in: Mempls,” Tenn..
".dnd-was sentenc
in prisen. -
.+ The FBI has. acknowlPdged
L that it ~undertook:.-
;hara%sment campamn to

i

IR

i discredit King buthas: con- |

9 years N

‘I don't havé-the factd, but]

husband.”

1, wassexualiy immoral. Coryg

i

X

: . his !
. assasSination apparently was ;-
: unemwatmn into the death of

|

"~ history °
?{'documented and'*folic;wed
: : happen, v she said.

. cluded tHat'Ray acted alone in -
-King’s assassination:, Levi |

;-ordereci a review of .the.in--
. vestigation of ngs death in
hght of- the~ harassment.
campaxvn but-said he sHll”
“.believes:that thnmvestxgatxon

K jas thorongh: - :

i ZThe.widow was also asked to

H

*eonment on President Ford's.
St'}“‘t’"v-" t at

-

a news con-
Wednesdoy that he
B1 harassment of
dconsult”
on against |

{ference
abhorred T'B

. Levi on tal {mb &
thosetoblar |

“Lam very e'xcuxrased by
thls 1 ¢4 fosi with the. recent
investigations into the F'BI}
and, u A we have new:
e\ir.le,e umfu'med‘
eviilence, 'shesaid. :

“1 feel it reguires furtnerz

A0y humam as well as the
"assassinations of others from
}’eKe\medy:aon :

“I think there are grmmd»
for respening the case. I have
always felt there was more to
it than came out. I also felt
somehow in the long.run of
- it would.  be:
revealed—just w'nac_ md

PR

 Mrs. King told the ‘(eman ]
women Hoover tried u):
"diseredit her -husband by !
alleging he stole some money, |

sought self-glorification and |

o b

The last accusation was “an |
effort to- get me umetand turn
. me against him,” she said: *“1} !
was never anected because [ | f
knew his moral cornmitments. 4
“From the grave the truth+
has risen,” Mrs. King added. |
_ “High officials now know it
was Hoover and not \Iamn!
Luther King whowas &mmoral
and unjust.” »

R




" the.Rev. Dr: Martin: Luther King Jri.

e

. inth 1S slaying should be reopensd = rings. in.» Memphisy Tenn.;:

PHTLADELPHIA INOUTRER
28 NOVEMBER 1975

\\\\\

Mrs

F‘rom Irmn tror X‘m»e Sén"‘e& !

tview *hat has oeen Ordered by Attor-

e
[REER TS

'“Km?

M A . ; NI

rrfv
~‘l'

 NATROBL, Kenya — The widow ‘o

said yesterday that his assassmatmm
apparently was linked to governmeant

harassment and that investigations: FBI investigation of Dr. chss'hoot

L ) )
ney ‘Generat Edward H. Levi of the\- évxdence conflrm»d cvxdence:’ : she

DA S VN
L Wt \{;WL@JQ

/{ (”{uj‘ ‘

e
“I am Very encouraged by, t}n: f";‘;?
do féel with the recent investigatioris™.
into"the’ FBI and. CIA we have new '}

csaidy e o

Also ycbterday, cwzl r}ghts 1eaders
sn 1958* 0 Dick” Gregory, ‘the Rev: Ralph: Abé

“The way he was dogumented and . . Jame Earl Ray pleaded gmlty tG the  nathy, nm Georgia state -legislator;

* followed around-by-(te Jate. FBI Di' * kallmg and wab senienced 10,99 years -Hosea Willlams lod a small group of "

“rector© 4.  Edgar) . Hoover and: L,.in przsen . T supgoftcrs in picketing . the White:»

_ the CIA when he was abroad,” Cor!i>: The widow Wwas also asked to com- 3 House ’after’ seriding | a; tenegram g’
etta King, “it - would have . £ ;. nent on President; Ford’s staterment & B * Ford calling for &

“have been attached to the forces -or -
“our government that felt hé was a“

_Alrican tour, arrived in. Nairobi - on

‘at a news conference Wednesday that
he_abhorred I'BI harassment of Dr.
Kmﬁ;
- ont taking action agamst those '«\ho
‘were to blame, o oD S

threat to the system as it existed.”
Mrs. King, who's on a thrce—natmn :

,

&

4

and that he woilld consult Levi - '

“of . Thanksgiving” to. ask, Dr. King's".

2w mvestxgamn ¢
into Dr. I\mg s.death.

: They also wrged Ford "m the Smni'i

famlly to- the White- House to a;,o!
g:ze for the FBI harassment K



e e

2 Know of ! ng

WASHTIN

Rights imémg Say

From News Services

‘A trio of prominent civil
rights activists say - two

men now in jail can testify"

that Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. was assassinated
in a conspiracy and not
single-handedly by James
EarlRay.

The Rev Ralph Abernav
thy, Dick Gregory "and
Georgia- state - legislator
~ Hosea Williams led a 'small

"~ demonstration at the White

House - yesterday. to- back
their telegraphed plea to
President Ford to reopen
- the investigation of King’s
death in 1968. -

- Atty. Gen. Edward Levi
said - Wednesday he- had
- ordered a review of the FBI
~ file on the King assassina-

tion to delermine whe;her it

should be reopened,

FORD -HIMSELF has

suggested an investigation
of “new developments” .in
the assassination of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy as
well an inguiry into the FBI
harassment of King. -

© And King’'s widow, Coret»
ta King, said yesterday in
Nairobi, Kenya, where she

is attending a meeting of

. Kenyan women leaders ar-
ranged. by the'U.S. Infor-

mation Service, she agrees .
investigation
. should  be made of
husbaand’s assassination -
© that apparently there had

that . a new
her

been a conspiracy.
And in Chicago, the Rev
Jesse L, Jackson called for

Tt

A s

Ford,

-~ bris

a new trial for Ray and a
congressional or Warren
Commission-type investi-
gation into the King assas-
sination, saying the Justice
Department 5 decision to
review the assassination in
light of the Senate Intelli-

‘gence Committee’s revela-

tions about FBI activities
against King would amount

to only a ;‘“sefmvestxgaa”
jtxon

THE TRIG in Washmgf

ton, - in their teiegram to

‘said any investiga-
tion should include evidence
from Robert Byron Watson,
who allegedly overheard a

plot to assassinate King..

They also said a C.H. An-

drews, also known-as R.L.
Warren, would be willing to
testify as o his alleged part
in' the plot against ng if
he were granted xmmumty

. from prosecutxon

They said Watson xs\"in‘:a
federal prison at Ashland,
Ky., and-Andrews is in the

Mimico Correctianal~ instiu

tute in Toronto Ont. =,

“They ‘gave no detazls of
testimony either Andrews
or Watson could offer. .~
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~ Civil rights.leaders pxcketed the White House .
yesterday in an effort to- have the investigation of. {

- Martin Luther King’s slaying reopened. Carryinw .

- signs are (from left) Dick Gregory, the Rev. Ralph

: _;Abema;hy and Josea Wilhams The man at the far left -

e is umdentxfiede .y L v

Wedneaday, Ford saxd he , )
abhorred- the. -FBI's . at-

tempts {o discredit -King
and. that he thought those
responsi

THEY ALSO urged Ford \brought to 3ust1ce

“in the spirit of Thanksgiv-

ing" to ask King’s family to

the White House to apolo-
gize for-FBI harassment. In
news conference

i

Mrs. }\mg, in the Naxrob:
interview, said: I don't

‘have the facts, but at this

stage Tsayit appears tnere

D il

le~ should be;

—1nited Press Inlemauonal

3

was. a conspiracy

. m tiie' ;’
_death of my husband.” : :

L AR Lo @l

She added: “The way he-

was . documented. and

ol

lowed . around - by, Hoover :

and the CIA when he was |
it” would have to-
-have been attached to. the

abroad,

forces. of our government

that felt he was a threat to
the- system,asﬂxpﬁex:sged Mo d
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Jackson asks revival
of King death probe

New York (AP)—A former|

associate of the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr., called yester-
day for a reopening of the pub-
lic investigation into the 1963
assassination of the civil rights
eader, citing possible FBI and
CIA involvement,

The Rev. Jesse L. Jackson,
president of the Chicago-based
People United to Save Humani-
ty (PUSH), also called for new
investigations into the slavings
of President John F. Kennedy,
Senator Robert F. Kennedy and
Malco‘m X, a black lzader,

Speaking at a rew
ence at the Amsterdz
Dr. Jackson referred §
cent disciosure bef'»* }
E fe intelligenca commi

e o
t,s‘.r::\izan. eaiis ”sv

ence, s crtly befor
r?CCAVStT {

ays or u.c‘ publi
sure and emgdrrﬁ"vﬁe'}t
4 ated  the
ageacies,
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P? 1e! ays A!das ln%pnstej
Correspondence
Citizens for 20 Years .

‘Bl PHOTOGRAPHIC Fi' f

'Commutee Agrees to Ask
Ex-President If He Knew
of Intercept Program

By I0HN M; CREWDSON

Speutal toihe New York Tizes
WASHINGTON, Sept. 24
“The Seznale Select Commitie
" on Intslligence disclosed today

ﬂ}

1

'\\

that over a 20-year peried en i-

::tm‘z

ing in 19/3 thp Cenfm“
cor e\ponqw.cb
prominent Americans
Richard M. Nixcr an
Hubert . Humphrs
M. Kennedy and Flam

Senator Church, the :Ida
Democrat who is the comm
fee’s. chairman,

shut said tnat in the cass of Mr,
Nixon, Mr. Humphrey and him-
self, 0:11 ne letter ea cn had
bezen invclved.

The letters were apparenddy
intercepted during the C.LA's
routine surveillance of mail to
and from the Soviet Union,

b

tion, millions of pleces of mail
were intercepied, bul not neces-
sairly Cp{‘ﬂ“’d and pHotographed,
the Rocefeller commission re-~
portad carlier this year.

Criteriz Not Known

deciding
particular

whether to open &
letter have never
been made public, Senator
Church said todav, however,
that the namas of nenc of tha
12 individuals angd Iastiw

ot
Hiong

whose mazil hai boer found in -

the C.LAs files hhj appeared,
on the agency's “walch

of U.S. - i

, Imail

described a“
- CI.A. file of photographic cop--
ies of inspzcted mail as “big”’

China and Cuba. In thal opera- ..

Criteria used by the C.LA. in

ist,”

NEW YORK TIMES

an index of names that were to
be given special attention.

Mr, Church annsunced tha
the panel had agreed unch
mously at a ‘ciosed session of
9the committee that it would
‘ask Mr. Nixoa for his testimony
;on a numbear of related matters
for example whether he had.
- been made aware while in of.-
fice of the C.LAs ma,I inters
cept program. :

The commit "tbo*ized i“=:

.. counsel, ¥, A Schx rartz 3d
*ito “begin '“negom tions”- wuh
’cMr. Nixon's lawyer Hsrbert

J. Miller, on the txme and placs
“of the former Pres'dams '\p-
pearance, s

The CILA’s surveillance of
to and from American .

icitizens, which took place at

~

various times in New York,
San Traucisco, Meéw QOrleans
and horoluin, has been investd-
ated by other Congressional
committees and by President
Ford’s commission on domestic
C1.A. activities. :
Puttoday’s s announcement by
Mr. Church, during the pubxmi
portien of the committed’s
hearing, was the first disclosure;
that thé agency had opened,
read and maintained in 2 spe-
cial file ‘photographic copies
of overseas maeil ssent or IS~
ceived by prominent American}
political figures. o
The file, which Mr. Church
termed “biz,” was later de-
sceibad by 2 covﬁ“ni*tee’ zide
as having contained “corre-|
spondanr‘c 1o zmd fro'n selﬁcted}
|
¥
|

imekizan politicians.
AL’I adg ticn, the Church
coittee’s staff found copies in
other C.IA. files, of inte rceot»d
~mail that had been $ent
received by Dr. Arthur
chairman of the }e-

Purns, the
. eral Reserve Poard: tfne Tov,”
Pr. Martin Luther Kigg Jr,

the late civil rights leader, and
his vwife, Coretta; John D. Rock-
efelier 4th, the POX’(I_?& 1d Rocke-~

felier Foundations and M rwrd

bm\'ersx‘g L.
~pha incident concerning Lir.

Nixon, Senator Church <wi

involved a single letter maile ed
to him in JL. 1668, »when

Mr. Nixon was 1‘:15: leading ¢ an—;
didate for the Republican Pres-
jdential nomination, by an aidgy

Soviet Union.
t«“e‘

traveling in the

®ir. Chureh said that
author of the latter, Re
¥. Price Jr.,, who later s¢
as a speech writer in the Nixen:
Wlnte House, discussed’ among;
other t‘nings the umdmutea

H
s
i
!

575

chances of | gaini
z:lon and a Presid
the fol!owinb {overn

In  some. m_mn es
Church said, the (,I.'
dgisclosed only one letter
a few to or from pro* Amvt,‘\ four cities we
politicians  and other publi¢i{jon was centers
flfDTCS but in oﬁe;s the sur-’  The inter cent
veillance appeared to have been {from the Sos
more extensive,

He sald that his” commities
had ferreted out new informa-
tion on the scope of the mai-
1 intercept program ihat would
be made pnbhc soon, but he
agreed to provide a few addi
t'onal details about today's dis
closure.

Other Letters Found

The C.I1A. files also yielded, ;
zccording to Mr. Church, a lat-
ter matled in 1358 by MM,
Humphrey, a hiinnesotia Damo-

ng the

\, M . 14
i e
dential VICLOVY |
A

5 Iz kaovwn, t"m CLA.
Z only ‘“‘t’*m natween
nd the Sa-
Cuu.

tia
e

1 States
Chi na

'm'l

Uw

T mail to and
Union occurred
.over thz cnt'r* 20-year pariod

STk
YaUn

the o

of
Int e"'t i
The th

a1 at Keanedy
.31 Ax.Du;t in Queens,
= othzr operations STere;

[$38%39

s oand

Vm

.c.'za'a a' G
ned today by
—:n by occum
the a’*e'wc»
such”

in the CO!‘FS?

0'"*% surveiliance  of
ffw.
Mr. Angl emn dee
in ';’bxc today 1
w.‘xtcrz fist"™

lined to sav
ust what tha
cm:pns%i or how

crat, from the Sovizt Union to
somecone in the United States
znd a number of Iztters o N
,w'medv

DO
MMassach
“neale g

2
P £y e
yoIrom

nusetts
LTins

,' ! Angleton
Ctsiver "z"ne(‘
d, he C.LA. hal Cez t‘d ?"no noto }x;g
letter that he had sent fromas “aothar”
Moscow in 1971 to 13 MOMNET- ferdad, daspir C
in-aw, Mrs. Chase A, Clark ofyg wa ality, S

Boise, Idaho 1 i
oS O of the HT Lingual operat !
None of the individuals or St fperaon.

'*":funms named today, T
reh san 3 bee u':'
hurch said, havé been fo ((;/&( i
- i
C iAo =g

an  intanse,
who was
colisanues

on the C.I.As n‘u‘**{ Ccl ed the
“watch  Bst,” of inaividuals
whose correspondence was to
bz given especially close at-
Ha

(«J‘op\)‘lﬂ

ntion. s COﬂi’mUSd

That list did include, how- ’ &bt
ever, such names 25 those of r PPN I C
Linus Pauling, the chemist and C .{/‘? f e s .
Nobel laureaie; Jokn Steinback, A

ihe author, and Victor Reuther,
brotier of the lale labor .
Walter Reuther. CiA 20LF
Today's witness before the iy
Senate coramittes \was James T
angleton, a 57- -year- -old retire
C.I.A. official who served fe.
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20 vears as the chief of its
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n dzrect violation of Federal
tatules that p"G"hl}It any’ {am-
ering with first-ciass meil,
C I.A. operaions are ty ptc\.dy

scribed by a code phrase

de up of a two- letter prefix
and Lmv a certain couniry,

'/)

-
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ce

ceounterinteliipence section angd [( Lo N C f&/ C” ;.(&u/ I
was respom»h during that
‘time  for the mail z“terupi’ i «
* % H
oparation. . lfk W cl’ f_"-‘*‘\’(
Mr. Angleton conceded vnder
S ‘"txcmmv by commitice mam- . ﬂ ;
* R ) =3 ; ©
bars that the operation, known ° Hu L & h 1}*‘“"/; “’§£>\
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-ographic region or, mmna‘ L ¥
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THE MYSTERY OF THE MEMPHES Tiiimd™

Whoever gave Ceniennial Boule-
vard its name must have done so

-lowed 1o happen again,

with his tongue in his check., It is
a long and dusty street, lined with
squat, unattractive houses and
withoul a tree in sight, leading from
the cenire of Nashville, the siate
capital of Tennessee, to the cutskirts,
Eveniually the residential section
gives way ifo factory blocks, ware-
houses and railway sidings, and
towards the end of the road one
comes o a vacant expanse at the
edge of which stands a plywood
board announcing that anyvone
venturing beyond this point is liable
to be searched.

Registering the fact, I never-
theless turned intc the waste lot and
drove another 300 metres or so to
an iron grill fence surrounding a
fortress-like building with ridged
roof and narrow slits of windows.
Quiward from the five-storey sirue-
ture extended high brick walls top-
ped by electrified barbed wire and
guard towers with searchlights. This
was the prison where James Rav,
the man convicted for 1he murder of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin. Luther
King, has been held {for six years
now.

Behind the Bars

There had just been a sensational
prison break — several dangerous
criminals had escaped f{rom the
penitentiary where Ray is one of
more than 2,000 convicts — and the
local paper carried the warden’s as-
surances that this would not be al-
and in

From Our Own Corresponden?
IONA ANDRONOV

particular that there was no chance
of Ray escaping. Sazveral U.S.
newsmen had been permitted to visit

the prison and this gave me the idea )
- of doing likewise. .

I presented my .press card at the
main gate and asked to see the war-
den, Evidently not quite clear as to
who I was, the guard on duty asked:

“Where are you from?”

“New York.”

“Well, if you've come  that
far, I'll find out.”

He called up someone, then signed
lo one of his subordinates, who
siepped behind me and told me..to
raice my hands. 1 did so. After [ had
been thoroughly frisked, the frisker
was put through the same proce-~
dure, His gun was taken from him
and he was told to take me in.
“Why'd you szarch  him?” 1 asked
the man in charge. “We don’t want
any guns io get inside,’ he replied,
and added; “I'd advise you not to ask
too many guastions.”

My escort took me into the
administrative block and the war-
den’s office. Warden Jim Rose was
somewhat taken aback when he
discovered - that his unexpected
visitor was a foreigner, and a “Red”
to boot, but he agreed to give me

some of his time. 1 asked

The arrest of James Ray {alias Eric Galt} was only a was in
matter of tima,
Reprmted from “Newsweek” (U.S.A)

him about Ray, but he
had little to tell me. He
solitary, the
warden said, and was

not allowed visitors.
Newsmen were definitely
out. OCutwardly he was
in full possession of his
faculties, but he was
secretive and obviously
up to something. He had
made two attempis to
escape. Now he was be-
ing constantly watched.
Were they afraid he'd
run away? The wardzn
shuddered at the thought.

“Could 1 see the inside
of the prison, as other
newsmen have?"” I asked,

“Well, if you insist,” Rose said
after a moment’s hesitation. - “Qurs
is a model prison, by the way, as you
will see for yourself, We can show
¥ou our 1mp oved electric (.hair, if
you like.” . -

He pressed a button and a burly
guard entered,

“Show this gentleman around the
place and see that they let him out
again,” the warden sald with a
straight face.

We walked down a corridor and
soon came o a steel door over which
a television camera mounted on a
swivel bracket silently turned its eye
on us. The door slid into the wall to
let us through, then closed behind
us and we found ourselves facing an
iron grating that reached from floor
{o ceiling. In this mousetrap three
TV cameras inspected us, When the

green glow In their lenses finally *

went out, the grating opened and
bevond it stood another guard who

searched us again. From here we

entered the prison yard where I saw
some of the inmates.

1 can still see those faces — clos-
ed, mask-like, seemingly indifferent
10 everything about them. Identical
blue overalls, the same expres-
sionless eyes.

“These fellas aren’t considered
dangerous,”” my escort said.

From the yard we entered the con-
crete block where the most danger«
ous criminals were held. Another
guard post at the entrance, another
maze of corrvidors, then a,room with
steel netting instead of a roof.

L & .

“This is where they get their
exercise,” {he guard said. "The net's
to prevent escape.”

“Where is Ray?”

“He's in this block. 1 can show vou’

one of the neighbouring cells.
Exactly like Ray's.”

It was a solitary cell. A steel door
with a barred window. A dim
electric bulb feebly lit the interior
of the concrete coffin slightly more
than the height of a man in length
and about a metre and a half wide,
A narrow bunk against one wall, on it
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the motionless shape of a prisoner.

Silence, Dead silence. Ray was sen-
. ienced to 99 years of this,
“Is it true that Ray went on
"hunger strike in protest?”
“Yes:)v
“The paper said he was beaten, is
fhat true?” .
“I don't know anything about that.
Come on, I'll show you our electrie
ghair like the boss said.”
#lz “No thanks, I've had enough”

:

Y The Trap

i

Three months ago a Tennessee
federal district court judge turned
down James Ray's application for a
retrial, For years now Ray has been
trying {rom his oprison cell fieo
convince the authorities that it was
not he who killed Martin Luther
King, that he had been only in-

directly and unwittingly involvedin -

the crime.

‘Ray has named the men who plot-
ted the crime, described their ap-
pearance, given their addresses’ at
the time of the murder and even

their telephone numbers. But year

after year the authorities have
turned a deaf ear to his appeals,
although he has not yet asked to be

released but only for another irial

in order {o establish the truth,

“Ray's case was a sham and a
farce from the very beginning,” said
Ray's counsel Bernard Fensterwald,
a well-known lawver, when I saw
him in his impressive Washingion
law office whose windows afford a

: view of the White House. James.

Lesar Ray’s other lawyer, who has
I been working on the
5Fensterwald for more than four
Eyears was present at the interview.
b
1)

“It was not Ray who shot King,”
t Lesar said. “True enough, Ray was
+ at the scene of the crime,
: that fatal day of April 4, 1968, he had
been lured there by the real killers
so as 1o make him the scapegoat and
cover up their own traces. Six
months after his arrvest he was
brought to trial. The whole fhing

- g e e

{00k no more than a few minutes, -

there was no examination of the
evidence, no hearing of arguments.
Sentence was proncunced at once.
Actually there was no trial. Ray
was the victim of what we call a
legal lynching.” :

Last autumn Ray’s lawyers and a
‘Tennessee colleague of theirs named
Robert Livingston succeeded ofter

" ballistics experfs say this was

case with-

bul on

version, the

According fo the police
fatal shot was fired from the third win-
dow from the left on the top floor, But

impos-
sible, -

many months of legal argument with
the authorities in getting a hearing
of the cases for the prosecution and
the defence — for the {irst time, six
years after the assassination of
Dr. King. And it turned out that
there was no proof whatever of
Ray's guilt. Incredible? Yet a fact.

The only witness for the prosecu-
tion, who allegedly saw Ray running
away after the shooting of Dr. King,
was expoOsed as a’liar. Moreover, as
a hopeless drunk who at the time of
the assassination had been seen ly-

" ing in a drunken stupor. When he

came to, he had been given a sum of
money by the police 1o give false
evidence.

The police too slipped "up on
things. ‘The principal evidence ihey
produced was a rifle with Ray's
fingerprints. But to

King were fired from that parti-
cular rifle. )

One~ bdllethS expert testified
under oath that Ray could not have
ambushed his supposed victim [rom

the premises Irom which the police

claimed the shots had been
because the partition

fired
wall in the

room came 80 close to ithe window.

ed.

" common knowledge.
direct hand in the investigation- of+
: the circumstances of President Ken-

this day the
police experts have not been able-
to prove that the bullets that killed

that it would have been impossible
to have aimed
where King had stood,

“1 personally have long been in no-

doubt whatever that Ray was not the
killer,” Lesar =zid. “He was only a
petty lawbreaker who fell into a trap
laid by experienced murderers. Ray
is cowardly by nature and steers
clear of violence. He admitted to me

that he had previously engaged in’

thievery, had been caught several
times but had managed to get away,
had hidden from the authorities, and
had always been shert ~ of rmoney.

And so it was until the day he met’

a mysierious individual named
Raoul, who promised him {false
identity papers and $12,000 plus ex-

penses if he would do what he was.

told to do svithout askmg any quas-
tions. Ray agreed.”

In New Orleans he was introduc-
ed to two other shady characters
after which Ray's new boss told him
to buy a rifle with telescopic sights
and take it to Memphis. In Memphis

a rifle at the spot

he again met with his new boss, who .

took the rifle from him and told him
to take a room in a hotel he indicat-
ed and wait for further instructions

in 2 neighbouring bar. It was while
sitting in that bar over a glass of .

beer that Ray heard that Dr. Martin

Luther King bad been shot on the.

balcony of anether nearby hotel and
that the police were already scour-
ing the neighbourhood. Ray, badly
frightened, hastened to get out of
town. But the rifle with Ray's

fingerprints, left in full view near

the scene of the erime, had been
found, and since Ray's prinis were
on file with the ¥BI, his arrest was
only a matter of time.

“We came to the conclusion that .
it was not by
like Lee Harvey Oswald, the alleged
killer of President Kennedy, before
him — was approached by plotiers

in New Orleans™ Fenbterwnld add- -
“The revelations made- on this.
New Orlesns’

score by the former
District Attornev Jim Garrison
"Itoo had. a

nedy’s assassination and 1 can assure

.you that the olficial version of this

tragedy is more than gquestionable.
The circumstances of Dr. “King's
death were similarly falsified. And
the truth must be established not

. only for ithe sake of the record. The

murder of national political leaders
is becoming a practice in our
country, with the organizers of as-
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sassmatnons gomd scot~-free. They
are apt to try. again. That is why we
have not given up efforts fo track
them down and establish the ttuth
however grim it may turn out to be.
It is being:concdealed but the Amer-
ican people want to know the truth *

‘I asked .the Washinglon lawyers
whether they had documentary
evidence {o prove their case. They
gave me a thick folder of documents.

Halfway to the Solution

Among the documents were Ray's
detailed confession written recently

in prison and the iestimony of his -

sister and 4wo brothers, each duly
signed and the signatures certified
by a notary public, And each docu-
ment confirmed that the mystery of

the murder of Martin Luther King

still 1emams ta be unravelled.

In his confession, Ray tells * how
after his. arrest and up to the sen-
tence, he had had two court-appoint-~
ed lawyers - whom
more than anything else - because
“they conveyed to the FBI all the in-
formation I gave ' them.,”-
them,  Arthur Hanes, had not con-
cealed that he had worked for the
FBI and later for ~the CIA. The
other, Percy Foreman, had personal
connections with the then ¥FBI
director J. Edgar Hoover, who had
publicly declared

no conspiracy againgt
says that he Wanted to testify to the

_contrary at the trial. But his counsel ’
“claimed that if I stood trial I would -

he had feaved

"One of -

that Ray was a
lone killer, and that there had been’
King. Ray -

receive the electric chair and I
would be barbzcued.” )
When-Ray insisted, Foreman told
him point-blank that false witnesses
had already been hired to testify
against him, and-that if this didn't
work, Ray says, “Foreman said that
he would deliberately destroy the
case in the courtroom ’ Cka

Foreman also went to see Rays
relatives. According 1o his. brother
Jerry Ray, Foreman stated: -“1f you
caxe about your brother at all you'll
go down ' and-. ask him -to’ plead
guilly.”’ His « other. -brother, ” John,
adds: “‘Foteman said he couldn't. get
it through Jimmy's head to. get con~
spiracy out of his head.” - V7 !

Ray's sister Carol’ writes: "‘“Fore'»
man told us he knew that James did
not kill Dr. King but that - it. didn’t
matler whether or not James was
guilty. Foreman also said that the

prosecution was bribing witnesses, -

He said the {ype of jurors that would

be on the jury would be the type ~

that would vote to convict James.
He also told us that if James would
co-operate and keep his mouth shut,

Foreman would get him a pardon in-

a matter of about two years. When
Foreman left our house, my father
said: ‘He sold James out) e

In the meantime, Ray's nerves
had given way and he implicated
himself. And although only two

weeks after the sentence was hand-
ed down he again began to insist on
his innocence and ask for a new
hearing, the case  was closed and
remains closed to this day. Some-~
body evidently wants it that wagy.

In his confession Ray regrets that

The motel balcony where King was killed.

" Reprinted from "sze”‘ magazine
(U.S.4)

during “the inwvesligation he kept
silent out of fear. Once “they shovr
ed me some photographs of some
white males which were taken at
ihe scene the day President Kennedy.
was assassinated in Dallas... 1 wus
asked if 1 would identify the man
if he was brought to DMlemphis. I"

said, no, although he did look similar’

to ihe party: 1 was involved with,”
The treference was to the man-Raoul
who had organized the ctrime in’
Memphis.

Ray’s present lawyers showed me

4

pictures of two men. One was .a: -

photograph of 2 young man who had
been arrested in Dallas on suspicion
of being involved in the assassina-
tion of the President, but who was
soon  released and disappeared
without trace. The other was 2 dum-
my reconstructed by the Ddlemphis
police of King's assassin based on
descriptions by evewitnesses in the.
first few hours after the killing,
when the hunt for James Ray was

" not yet on. Neither picture bears any

resemblance to Ray, but the Dallas
and Memphis suspects could bé-
twins. o
The mystery man from Dallas
and Memphis whom Ray has now
identified was formerly associated,
according to the “New York Times,”
with the saboizge and subversive
operations that used to be conducted
from U.S. territory against Cuba.
The New Orleans conspirators who
recruited Ray had been involved in
the same sort of activities, Ray had-
told Lesar. In his confession too Ray.
says that the photos shown him of
the Dallas suspects were of “men
who were associated with anti-Cora=~.
munist Cubans.”” It is common
knowledge that this kind of activily,
was at -that time encouraged in

every way and headed by U.S. secret -

services. The threads led {0 the CIA.

Ray, in prison, dictated the fol-
lowing statement to his brother Jer-
ry, who had been pezmuted‘ {o S”‘E

him: -

.

“I knew nothing about King being ’

in Memphis until after King had
been killed. I could not argue- with
the Federal agents
because they would have put me in
prison if I failed to take orders from

them. They told me I was helping .
them {o supply arms and guns io

Cuban refugees to. overthrow Castro
and the Communists in Cuba. The,
Federal agenis led me 1o
that I was in Msmphis for the same
purpese, I know that the Federal
agents merely used me {o bz the fcxn
guy when they killed King.”” -

I worked for -

believe. .




Ray's brother says that Ray was

* referring to CIA agendis.
“Why the CIA?” Gerald Frank, a
" prominent American publicist, asks
in his detailed study of the docu-
ments relating to the assassindtion
of Martin Luther King. “The Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency rrfight be
behind it. It had been publicly
gharged that Dr. King had as-
sociated with Communists. Dr. King
and his assoclates had vehemently
denied it. But if it were true, if it
were Corr{munist sympathies that
- led Dr. King to attack the Vietnam
war, and if he were 10 use his great
influence to persuade Black soldiers,
the mainstay of our army in Viet-
nam, not to fight; if, twith his in-
ternational statiure as a Nobel Prize

winner, he were to ivavel abroad to -

denounce the United States as a
militaristic and
could be argued that he was so po-
tentially dangerous that his perma-

nent silencing was a strategic and a

national necessity.”
A debatable hypothesis? Perhaps.
But it is one towards which more
and more Americans are inclining as
they follow the investigation of CIA
activity now under way in Wash-
. ington (See “New Times” No. 24).
According to the “New York Post,”
the Adminisiration commitiee in-
vestigating CIA activity sumroned
the leading espionage expert Frank

racist nation, it

Sturgis and for two days interrogat-
ed -him about his involvement in the

~ Kennedy and King assassinations.

The fact speaks for itself.

In April, 26 Congressmen put be-
fore Congress a resolution ealling
for the reopening of the King and
Kennpedy murder investigations. The
move was supported by Jesse Jack-
son, o prominent Black leader, who
accused ClA agents of the murder
of Dr. King. “James Ray said that
he didn’t act alone and I believe

him,” he said.

In the meaniime, Ray, doomed io
silence in prison and tormented by
fear of secret wvengeance, never-
theless had ‘;he co{lrage to send this
message to the oufside world
through his brother: -

“He told me personally,” the press
quotes Jerry Ray as saying, “thatif
he did not win an appesl, he would
reveal the names. There seems to be

- a lot of people whe don’t wani his

story to get out, but they are not
going to hush him up.”

The appeal Ray’s defence. counsel
have filed with _higher courts has
not yet been it is teo
early to predict the ouicome. But
whatever the results, all America is
already outraged by the CIA murder

heard, and

plots that have been brought . out

into .the light of day. -
New York '

T he U.5. Diego Gamz’a Base

Speaking at & hearing of the U.S.

‘Senate Armed Services Commitiee on
June 10, Secretary of Delence James
R. Schiesinger cited cerfain facts and
figures concerning the planned exten-
sion of the U.S. naval base on Diego
Gareia Island. The object of the mo-
dernization is %o improve supply of
materiel fo the U.5. armed forces in the
-Indian Ocean zone, X

He said that, according to Penfagon
plans, “the runway would be length-
‘ened 1o 12,000 feet from

8,000 feet to permit the operation of

its present

Jarger cargo aircraft as. well as high

performance tactical aireraft.™ it is also
proposed to increase more than 10-fold

the capacity of the naval and aircrafi

“fue! stores, build an anchorage for a

tactical aircraft-carrier force, ete.

In support of his appeal for approp-
riations, stated that the
Indian Ocean is "an area which has be-

Schlesinger

come increazingly important over the

past decade,” adding that "ovar the past -

year, we have had an augmented
presence in the area approximately one-
third of the fime.” ’

MK

VLADIMIR

TAKING UP A POINT

Every now and then one hears peop!é
arguing about the praclical usefulness -

of scientific research. In the heat of the

debate some mainlain that spending on
research, and In parlicular on space
research, should be cut on the plea that
the funds thus released would yleld
guick results in terms of accelerated im-
provement of the living standard. Could

you fhrow some light on this questionl
A. VETUKH

Moscow, 4U.S.S.F§.

Our stalf

wriier

ZHITOMIRSKY

replies: .
p ‘,‘{‘é %ﬁ"‘

There regreftably are of course some
who entertain notions of the kind you
speak of. And in & way one can under-
stand them. For improving the living
standard of the Soviet people is indesd
one of the cardinal tasks set by our
Party in the current

five-year period.

Their trouble is that they still subscribe

io the old f{failacy -that
divorced from the practical realities, from

scientists are

‘the day-to-day needs of the economy,

and have not paid due aftention o data
published in the press on economic re-
turns from scientific research, '

At first glance the idea of channel-
ling large sums from spending on science
to building dwellin

houses, cinemas

‘and the like and raising wages seems at~

{raclive. * .

But only at first glance. The fact re-
mains that we are living in the age ‘of
the scieniific and technolégical revelu--

fion when $here can be no progress in
any branch of the economy without ex-
panding research and speeding up the
applicaticn  of research f{indings in
praciical life. The "quick results” you
refer 1o would very soon puf the brakes

on production and lead fo economic =

stagnation.
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MEMPHIS, Tenn, (AP}~
A national civil rights lead-
er yesterday called for a
new investigation of the

assassination of Dr. Martift

Luther King Jr., declaring
" that he believes the FBI
and the CIA played a role in
King's death.

The Rev. Jesse J’ackson,
national director of People

United to Save Humanity,
-, also urged an investigation

-of whether there was a link
between King's death and
the assassinations of Presi-
- dent John F. Kennedy in
1863 and Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy about two months
after King's slaying in 1368,

. T AL T,
Probe of D

' WASHINGTON STAR
_ 5 APRIL 1975

“With the revelations of
Watergate and the expo-

sure of the role of the CIA -~

and FBI in affecting the
policy of government, the
bugging and the spying,
there is. considerable evi-
dence now that we have a
valid case,” Jackson said.

#1 BELIEVE the FBI and”

the CIA was involved in
some way or another with
the assassination of Dt‘
King,” he said.

Jackson was on the
balcony of the Lorraine
Motel - talking with King

when the civil rights leader-

:;9 msu\‘i
ing's U %aa

‘wag slain Apni 4 1988

Memphis, = .

He led about 3 000
marchers through down-
town Meraphis yesterday to

‘commeroerate the seventh
anniversary of ‘King’s.

death.

James Earl Ray pleaded
guilty to King's slaying, but
now claims -his plea was

“coerced by his attorneys. A

federal judge recently re-
jected Ray’s. petition to

withdraw his plea and stand

trial. =
RAY “SAID HE did not

do it alone and he wants the
case reopened,’”’

Y

Jackson

Taefessn, Jesse
King, Wauw L

h Urged

said. ““We agree. We do not
beiieve he did it alone.
What was the relationship.
of the government — the
CIA and the FBI?” N

He said he would appeal
immediately to- Atty. Gen.
Edward H. Levi to reopen
then mvesngatxon

In Atlanta, King's Widow _

and about 25 other friends

and family members gath-

ered despite chilling, blus-
tery winds to place pink
azaleas on the grave of
King. founder of the South-
ern Christian Leadership
Conference and leader of
the powerful civil rights
movement of the 19605.
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Ex-Agent Told Watergate
Panel That Check in ’64

Was Done for Johnson
o

. . Spedal to The New Yorz Tixes

{ WASHINGTON, Jan. 26—
Senator Howard H. Baker Jo
‘said today that the Senate
Watergate committes had obe|.
tained evidence that the Fed-
used eleéctronic listening de-
vices against the Rev. Dr, Mar-
" tin Luther Xing Jr. during the
;1964 Democratic National Con-
}ven’non.

Appearing on the ABC -tele-|
vision program ‘Issues. and
{ Answers,” the Tennessee Re-
publican said he had “sat i
on an interview - be‘"ween
Watergate Committee investi-
gators and Leo T. Clark, for-
fmer agent in charge of the
" Atlantic City F.B.I field: of-
fice, in which Mr. Clark said
the electronic surveillance of
Dr. King had been conducted
for President Johuson.

Sources- on the now defunct
Watergate committee said that
‘Mr, Ciark disclosed thai the
«electromc surveillance of Dr.
i King had picked up Represent-
‘atives, Senators and Robert F.
'Kennedy, then Attorney Gene-
- ral, in-their private conversa-
‘tions” with the civil ncnts
leader. | -

Not in 1972 Campaxgn

§ Mr. Baker said the content
,0f the interview with Mr, Clark
jhad not been made a part of
sthe final Watergate report be-
lcause “it ‘was not involved in
ithe *72 Presidential campaign.”

Two former counsels on the
iWatergate commitiee said a
memorandum on the Clark in-
terview had been turned over
to a Congressional committee.
A spokesman for the F.B.1 said
the bureaw’s current director,
Clarence M. Kslley, expected to
be questioned on ‘the incident
during -Congressional hea.nnvs
this week.

.The Washmgton Pbost report-
ed the Clack mterview today.
According -to its account, Car-
tha D. DﬂLoach then assistant
to J. Edzar Hoover. director of
the FBI setup a spec,al team ;
of ac'ents to conduct “‘technical
surveillance” (F.B.1. Jargen for
wiretapping and buggzi nc) and
physical surveillance ; a“ the con-

vention. The team was ordered

by the Johuson White House,|
according to the article; and its
stated purpose was to gather
intelligence on” pwvntlal vio-
lence or distuptions, Mr, Clark

. of Atlantic City’s Cl:mdce Ho-

Fthe newly-created Senate Se-

tald tha Senate investigators.

Arratnged for Rooms .
. The Post pave these- aéﬁp
tional d=tals:

Mr. Clark said he had ar~
ranged” with the mahasement

tel to have Dr. King and his
party. stay in rooms 1901 1502
and 1923.
He said he stayed in a mom

a floor below those held, by}
; Dr. King. He said the room was}
Poused tc monitor transmissions|

¢ of wiretaps and: bugs from Dr.
King's quarters and from 2414
Atlantic Avenue, a ‘storefront
used by the Copgress of Raciali
Equality and:other civil rights
groups. <.

The conversations were mon-§

.itored by F.B.I agents and also

tape recorded. The tape record-
ings were telephoned to Mr.|-

Deloach and other agents at a
special control center. Mr. Clark
said information . pertinent to
the seeurity responsibilities of
the Secret- Service and the local
police were passed onto those
agencies,

“iClark r°calls overhear{pcr
DelLoach speaking on the tele-

*1 phone-to President Johnson and{
to Director Hoover, giving them|
summary information from thej

surveallanee,” thes

technical
Watergate committee memor-
andurm said.,
Denled Talkmg io Johnson .
Mr. Deloach denied under
oath in a 1973 Watergate com-

mittee interview that he had a
‘direct line 1o President Johnson

 /—<va

or spoke to him during the’
convention. Mr. DeLoach was
not available. fo* comment
today.

In a Deloach conversation
with the President,” the Water-
- gate committes memorandum
continued, according to the
Post, “Clark heard mention of
discussions concerninz the
seating of delegates or delega-
tions, # of Vice-Presidential can-i
didate possibilities, and the:
identities of Congressmen and
Senators going in and out of
King’s quarters.”

Mr. Clark, who retired from:
the F.B.L in 1865 after 22 years
of szrvice had left his New
Jerse yhome for a Florida vaca-

tion and was not available for

comment,
Senator Baker suggested that

lect Committee on’ the Intelli-i
gence Community might sub-j
poena documents from Presi--
dent Johnson’s memorial library’
in an effort to set the record.
straight, He also did not rule;
out the issuing of asubposna to!
former President Richard M.:
Nixon for other testimony. i
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