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.., On June 8,1965, a CIA security offk 
cer met with an informant in the Hil-

. ton Hotel in downtown Washington to ' 
- discuss the' progress of his spying on/ 
"the civil rights .movement and espe­
cially on the Rev. Martin Luther King

/ The meeting, which lasted nearly 
‘four hours, dealt with “highly deroga- 

’ tory information” involving King and 
allegations,of “communist-directed in-- • 
filtration into the movement,” accord­
ing to a nine-page memo prepared the 
‘•next day for the chief of CIA’s Secu- ; 
;rity Research Staff-The highly placed' 
informant, who-had “long.provided in­
formation on the Negro civil rights' 

-'movement and its leaders” to the CIA,; 
‘promised to stay in touch. He empha­
sized he; did not-want to be “down-.,., 
graded” by being- asked to report to - 

"the FBI? ' :
The CIA’s spying oh King, which' 

‘produced a file including some-of- his 
haberdashery bills, Diners’-Club re- 
'ceipts and notes .listing-phone calls 
and appointments,, was never / dis­
closed in the extensive congressional 
or executive branch investigations of. 

'the agency conducted in recent years. 
/It has come to light solely as the. re­
sult of litigation under, the Freedom . 

. of Information Act (FOIA). -■ uUw 
j Thousands of documents on CIA ac­
tivities—from'- reports on---President 
Kennedy’s assassination, to' controver­
sial mind-control 'experiments 1 and 
other excesses—-have been made pub-, 
lie under FOIA’ since' the agency was 

‘effectively brought under.the law five 
'years ’ago." " * ' : ' " 5 - ’
‘ .’Now the CIA is seeking to halt’all 
but the. most limited disclosures. Un- ;

.' dec a bill pending, in both the House 
-and the Senate, the agency has asked- ' 

. foT an extraordinary- exemption that ' 
would put. its operational and techni--;

‘cal files5 almost 'completelybeyond 
■'reach of FOIA- Even illegal activities, 
it appears? could.be legally covered up. - 
'Public inquiries could? be. rejected . 
(without any -/inspection'-- of. thevdocu- ;

iments > sought-< Lawsuits /-would' : be > 
fruitless. The- files would be immune ; 
from court action, except for individu-:y 
als seekmg:recprds;about themselves;'^

The CIA has described the proposal 
Tn more modest terms. According to 
‘CIA .Deputy'Director Frank Carlucci, 
.the bill would provide only “a. limited 
.exemption to protect our most sensi­
tive information.” He maintains that 

‘‘'the loss to the public from' the re­
moval/ of ..‘these files from The FOIA 
•process'would-be minimal.”™ ; .

. Despite such assurances/ ” the law 
• has forced the CIA to release a great 

deal of information that would still be 
buried in the agency’s files if the bill 
it wants had been the prevailing rule.
- Some documents that .have been I 
■made public expand, or contradict, i 
what the CIA reported in the 1975-76 
investigations. Some deal with, issues., 
that the investigators never touched, 

-such as the CIA’s spying on Dr. King, .j
(That was disclosed in an FOIA law- j 
suit brought-by a u-thor-critic-> Harold J 
Weisberg .of/Frederick, .Md./ ? ...j

Item: The-Rockefeller Commission, j 
. appointed by President*-Ford-in 1975 

to investigate,/CIAi activities* in-’ the 
United/States, came»acrpss'a program 
/started Tn ”1967 iy the CIA’s-Office of 
Security “to identify ‘threats to CIA ■ 
'personnel, projects and installations,”; 
■especially those stemming, from the 
anti-war ; movement on ■ college . cam?

‘Puses.
/".The commission was. satisfied, that 

' ‘the - operation; “used no- infiltrators?
/penetrators or monitors’/, and - relied!' 
--primarily on. press clippings, ’ campus'* 
./officials- and police authorities. 'i./:^ 
/■? .'Records'Ja/er /released . under/'the?
-Freedom of Information-Act'about the 
■program, which the CIA. styled “Pro­
ject Resistance,’’.show that ‘it ‘used 
confidential informants repeatedly in ’ 
-Texas, - California,..Washington? D.C., 
and elsewhere. The-CIA file even in­
cluded a blank '.“Confidential‘Infor­
mant Identification” form for Proj ect 

-Resistance;,;? " / ?:?";???.';‘/-- , . 
- .Item: The Senate investigating com­
mittee headed, by Frank. Church (D- 
Idaho).said.in its final'report .that Pro/ 
jeet Resistance, - which,.lasted ..until ■

■ *1973,..,eventually^deyeK^^ ilation- '
/-.wideTh'dex of;12;000?to; 16,000'.names.

: ' /But according to records later made ?
•public under?FOiA/the 'CIA’s''Office 
■of 'Security.'indexed '50,000'members ?

- of the California Peace'-and/'Freedom'. 
’' Party-.'alone?-"primarily- "college stu-' 
? dents >m, just.twq/:ou^^^ /j

Item: The CIA "told the "Church" 
committee that the records for MK- 
ULTRA, the agency’s premier mind- 
control- program, had- been destroyed' 
in. 1973, reportedly with concurrence" 
of then-director Richard Helms. -

Some 16,000.-pages-of records deal­
ing with MKULTRA5- and other CIA 
experiments ".with?, exotic drugs were> 
subsequently- unearthed and -? turned" 
over'/to-John Marks, a former State..- 
Department /employe and—frequent 
CIA critic, under-the Freedom of Ih-?

■ formation Act. A?/- > .r - --
? Testifying about some of the newly 
discoveredfdocuments in 1977, CIA Di-

■ rector- Stansfield Turner said they 
.showed The .CIA carried out 149 pro-. 
, j sets- involving drug testing, behavior ' 
'modificationLand .secret administra­
tion of' mind’?--.altering drugs at 80.

-American and’-Canadian universities, 
hospitals,- '/research;'-foundations and. 

: prisons. But?he: assured Congress that- 
?the mind- eontroljwork. had been al­

most completely; phased out in- the' 
• mid-1960s.

According ' 'to- '-■ Marks,? who' -kept” 
" pressing for 'more, documents as he 

wrote a book, on the subject, the CIA- 
replaced MKULTRA 'With- another ■ 
wide-ranging,, supersecret ..behavior 
control project that■'continued ' into 
the 1970s under the agency’s Office of; 
Research and-Development. The ,CIA 
told Marks in June 1978 it had discov- 

' ered “130 boxes” of mind control- ma- ■ 
- terial, in response to his inquiry about 
- -the ORD *project,'but/he is.still wait-: 
! . lag to. find out what is in them beyond' 

.a few/‘trivial documents” that: were -
..'•released.'- -; , ■r/^-jv/KiA?
: '-''“They’ve been diddling-.'me-ever' 
’ since,” Marks says. “Im effect, they’ve 
" already repealed theROIA,-at least as 
; far as mind control is concerned.”',-. -’ - 
A Item: The .'CIA’s view of its once-se? 
?‘.cret war in Laos was reflected in-still’. 

? another release.under FOIAIts.poaf
tiori'was set down Oct. 30,. 1969,-in a; 

' ‘ memo ‘ from" CIA/General '"Counsel / 
* Lawrehce'.R.. Houston, regarding con- ■ 
. ' gressionaFinquiries on the issue, espe- -

/ X
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^ WASHINGTON-The Central In- 
Itelligence Agency spied on Martin ' 
iLuther King in the ISSOs through in- ■ 
formants,'gathered records of King’s ■ 
^telephone calls and photocopied some 
jot Ms credit-card receipts and mes-

ligence abuses, it was disclosed that 
the FBI had tried to “neutralize” 
King’s effectiveness by eavesdrop- 

, ping on his motel rooms with micrc- 
' phones and on his telephone con ver­

' sailors with wiretaps that were ini­
tially approved in 1963 by Atty. Gen. -

.[sages scrawled on business cards, ac--
- [cording to ■ documents ■ in a. federal
•lawsuiUK.k
V Man/ of' the documents,'’’which'; 
‘have been disclosed in a Freedom of

Robert F. Kennedy.
■' Moreover, it has been disclosed (hat 
' the CIA had spied on and kept files on 
thousands of Americans, mostly im- 

< der a domestic program called Opera- 
tion CHAOS, which was a violation of 

’ the agency’s statutory charter. Then, 
'' in 1978,'the'New York Times reported 

that the CIA had recruited American 
blacks in the late 1960s and early 
1970s to spy oh Black Panther mein-

information ‘ Act ylawsuit ■ (Harold ■ 
^Weisberg vs. CIA, et al) and obtained 
;by .thepos Angeles Times, reflect an . 
(interest by. the CIA in an alleged .
/Pekmg;line” Communist influence ' ■ m cmmtrv 
(on King and his followers. - - m ima.co^
j • The documents contain also discus 
rsipns of how allegedly derogatory in-h 
(formation about King could be used to-- 
(discredit him as a civil rights leader. w;

‘A’ stated, presumably by the Pres- > 
ideal (Lyndon B. Johnson).” There is 5 
no clue in the files as to whether ‘A’ > 
in one document is the same infor­
mant identified as "A" in others.)

Another document, dated one 
month earlier in 1965, reflects a con­
cern by its writer within the CIA that 
if any black leader were shown to be 
engaged in “illegal activities,” it' 

. would cause a split between Johnson 
and black leaders, disrupt the 'civil 

= rights, movement ■ and enable' the 
'/‘Communist left” to "cause extremely 

critical problems for the government 
of the United States.” • - ■ ' -

The writer said that source "A’
____________ __________ _____ was concerned that if King were ex- 

sure oi/ese activities would bring .posed by “white sources, official or 
'■harges of racism against the agency.otherwise,” it would have “no 'good ’ 

‘ effect and would’probably only make 
".King a Martyr,” According to the 

same document (May 11,1965).- • -

that CIA officials feared that disc'o-

In the CIA’files on King, the alle­
gedly' damaging information against 
him’; had -been confirmed by .an

-5 ' 'One CLA informant, suggested that
iKtog bei “removed" as a black leader.A the Department of Justice,” accordin. 
fit is/A’.(informant's name deleted) - . to a memorandum dated June 9,196L 
^belief that somehow or other Martin ' The memo added that, an informant.
^Luther King must be removed from :: had been told that an' unidentified
[the leadership of the Negro move- "- “Washington-source had .the entire gro movement,” the memo continues. 
pfentZanS his - removal, must come. \ King file in his office, including pho- 
ffrom;within, .not from' without," an ■ tographs and tapes.” ■ • - 
internalCIA memo dated May ll,/--
jl365,'reads,'adding that if whitescon-' .
jtributed to King's ouster, it might - One anonymous source is
/make him'a “martvr.” .-L-'in tne memo to have told another that
>. •“ ‘A’; feels that somewhere in the we ^® I publish it, it is going to CIA and the 11 
vNegro-movement, al the. top,”, the; f blow up. underneath our noses, be-. - conspiracies. • ? 
tmerno continues, “there, must be a -J cause it is certain to come out sooner .
(Negro «!eader who is .. 'clean,’■ who W or later.

unidentified ‘‘highly placed official in A’ was also concerned that KingwiE! uou uuiicciHcu uicu rung 
ag ■ might possibly be assassinated before ' 
5.' his exposure, which would have the

effect of making him a martyr and 
would not at all be helpful to the Ne-

Last July, the House Assassinations';
Committee, although concluding that 

A conspiracies were “likely” in the 
is reported ■' deaths of King and former President 

.. ............ John F. Kennedy, cleared both the1
CIA and the FBI of any role in the

‘ The rest of the' released file on J

|could step into the vacuum and chaos 
fif Martin Euther King were either’ex- 
fposed or assassinated.” :h

The purported information on Kin;
; according to the same memo, consist- 

edof:
« :;,The disclosure of the 373 pages of,?;- 
lfii.es (which contain numerous dele-' ; 
),tions) is believed to provide the first'' 
tdocumentary- evidence: that- the' CIA 
| engaged in surveillance of King in the -‘‘- 
'United States before he was shot to 
death by an assassin in Memphis on

- April 4,1988? I

—“Highly' derogatory information 
on (material deleted) which have 
taken place within the United States
and overseas.” ,
, —“A possible theft of money.” .

'.‘ —“Association with ' identified '

King includes photocopies of Diner’s; 
Club credit-card, receipts- for pur- i 
chases in Miami and Chicago, hand- • 
written phone messages to King, lists ■ 
of some of Ms telephone calls (to men!
and women, a flying service, a televi-i 
sion station, two airlines and the Ur- j 

-. ban League—all in the Miami area),; 
- plus phone numbers written.on the;

: Ifis not; however,' the first disclo-; 
- sure- of- U.S. government, surveillance. 
of King, nor is it the first indication 

•that the CIA-engaged in- domestic 
‘spying. - -I

In 1975, when congressional hear-' 
ings were called to investigate intel-'

1 Communist or pro-Soviet types on an
' intense personal basis,. particularly : 
(materialdeleted.)’,’-

The same memo reports that infor- I 
mantTA” said that “details of the.

backs of other persons' business; 
cards. '. ’ . , ■ ■ j

Also in the file is a teletype sum-! 
mary of news media reaction in Cuba ’ 
and Mexico to King’s assassination. ' I

/' King matter are definitely known to ' Radio Havana is quoted as com- • 
-; the editors'of the New York Times.? menting: “His death shows once again j 
/ and the New York Herald Tribune,"'" that the exploited‘-masses can-only'! 

' but they will not break (lie story be-/., answer reactionary violence with re- J 
r cause they have been asked not to; / voIutioharyMoto^
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CIA spied on Dr. King -

WASHINGTON — The Central Intelligence Agency, 
spied on Dr. Martin Luther King in the 1960s through 
informants, gathered records of King’s telephone calls 
and photocopied some of his credit-card receipts and 
messages scrawled on business cards, according to docu­
ments in a federallawsuit. The decumentSrdisclosed and- 
obtain- by the Los Angeles Times, contain discussions of 

' how allegedly derogatory information about-King could 
be used to discredit him as a civil rights leader..,One CIA 
informant suggested that King be “removed" as a black 

j leader! • . —, (




