
[APPROVED FOR RELEASE 2025 UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER14176|

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Washington, D.C. 20505

■ 2 MAY WS§

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

SUBJECT Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr

1. Referenceismade to this Agency ’ s out ”ni^sage^ 
number 94270 dated 25 April' 1968 ^concerning the assassi­
nation of Dr. Martin Luther KING. Jr. ^^.-An.'

^ OJ"°^ - /^^dj2XL4 ---- ~ '
2. On 16 April Rpderick^Clafjj OWN, a Panamanian ^/^' 

national tor.nJLJ.uLv.. 1917 in BriTfsOgiiduras, voluntarily -^ 
appeared at the. Department of National Investigations (DENI) / 
of the Republ’ic of Panama and signed a deposition, the l/e^e^^^ ^ 
highlights of which are a?s follows: /EMti-^ '-^L?.

6

(3) LITTRELL inquired whether BROWN was interested
in employment, the details of which were unspecified. He 
went on to describe Dr. KING as/'Our greatest problem who -
is causing us much trouble.” .He gave BROWN a business card
to use in the event he was interested in/Pursuingetha employ-

(1) On 26 October 1'962 he served as cook/seaman 
aboard the Texaco S.S. Southhampton which docked at Mobile, 
Alabama.

on t
(2) While on a shore.-visit to the Mobile airport (JL- 

morning of 26-October 1962 in the company of two
Tallow Panamanian seamen, he was approached by Maxv.in_-P, -—' ” 
gITTRELL, owner of LITTRELL Motor Co., 921-25 South Clinton 
Street, A.thens,, Alabama. who after ascertaining BROWN was 
rPanamanian seaman, asked if he knewibf Dr. Martin Luther 
KING, Jr.



-2-

requested $75 for travel from New York City to Mobile. 
On 2 February 1963 BROWN.received a reply from LITTRELL, 
restating that he had a job waiting for BROWN in Alabama, 
but questioning why $75 was needed since the fare was less 
than $40 by bus.

(5) After discussions with a relative and friends 
in New York City, BROWN suspected that .the LITTRELL job 
offer was related with assassination plans for Dr. KING. 
Therefore he did not respond to the LITTRELL letter' and 
dismissed the incident until the death of Dr. KING in 
April 1968. BROWN returned to Panama in 1964.

3. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the 
LITTRELL letter and the Spanish language deposition made 
by BROWN, as well as an English translation of the deposition 
as described in paragraph 2 of the referenced out message.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS:

CSCI-316/01702-68

3 Enclosures

it
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Report submitted by Roderick Claflin Brown

In Panama City at 2:^ p.m. on 18 April 1968, Roderick 
Claflin.Brown appeared before the undersigned Chief of the 
Homicide' Section of. the National Investigation Department . 
to submit a report dealing with "the present investigation. 
Unsworn and.without any hurry, and in complete liberty to 
answer or not the question put to him. Asked to identify 
himself, he said his name is as given, male, Honduran 
national, Negro,'£0 years old, born on 1 July 1907 in 
British Honduras; married, barber by trade, son of 
Charles T. Brown (deceased) and Drucilla Elizabeth Castro 
de Brown, with personal Identity Card #E-3-2/|35, residing 
at Pueblo Nuevo, Calle 5, house # 1^0^, room #3, lower floor.

QUESTION: Declarant, explain the reason why you have, come 
to the Homicide Section today?
ANSWER: Because of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, about which I learned from the press, radio, and 
television in this country; after thinking over the problem 
that the United States was. living through because of the 
crime against Dr. King, and having gone through an experience 
there in the United States, that.may throw some light on that ■ 
crime. I communicated to a friend of mine here^ in Panama 
City, and he advised me to talk to Inspector Cordoba, of the■ 
National Investigation Department; the latter suggested that 
I present and sign a declaration to that effect, and I gave 
him a letter which I am keeping to have a photo-copy made 
so that it can be added to my declaration. On 18 April 1962 
I left Tocumen airport here in Panama City, for Port of Spain, 
where I was to go on board the SS SOUTHAMPTON TEXACO, on which 
I was to be the cook. I was employed on this ship for six 
months: I travelled throughout Africa, Venezuela, Trinidad, 
Canada, and Mobile, Alabama. We arrived in Alabama on 26 
October 1962 around 10f30 in the morning,. We le ft the pier 
toward the Mobile airport at 12:30 P.M. along with two 
friends who were'also sailors on their way to Panama, Pedro 
ROUSE, son of Dr. Pedro Ip USE, and Victor RODMAN, who lives 
at #^268 1st St., Juan Diaz, here in Panama City.

While waiting for the airplane Mr. Marvin LITTRELL calle d 
Sb ''toihis^table' Un the airport cafeteria. Up to that 
moment I did not knownis name nor had I met him.Later on 
he asked me to have a cup of coffee, and he asked the following 
question: ’’Are you students or tourists?” I replied that 
we were neither, only sailors on our way- to Panama or home. 
He kept asking questions, and asked if I had visited the 
United States previously, and whether I liked the U.S, 
I answered that I did'not like the United States, I simply 
adored it, which gave way to more questions.

He asked if I would like to stay. I asked how I could 
do that, and he replied: "My Party is in power.” Besides, 
he owned one o^ two automobile dealerships, and owned 
real state.
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For that reason he could get favors from the government, 
at anytime. That is when he said: ”1’11 employ you, and 
get an apartment for you.” But he then asked me a question: 
"Do you know Martin Luther King?” I replied that I did 
not, but that I had read something about him and his 
activities. Then Mr. Littrell said: '‘This man is the only 
problem that we have in our way; he is causing us a great 
deal of inconvenience.” I said that our time at the 

airport was very limited, and we were to leave in ten or 
fifteen minutes, and for that reason we could not evaluate 
our conversation carefully.

At that moment he took one of his cards, and said: 
"As soon as you get to Panama write to me at this address 
if you are interested in working for me."

When I left his table I told Pedro and Victor 
about the subject of conversation, and we all agreed that 
what this man wanted was for us to kill Dr. Luther King, 
and we reached that conclusion because of the conversation 
with Mr. Littrell.

On that occasion we returned to Panama, but upon 
reaching Miami, Florida, around 10:30 P.M., I was told 
at the airport that I could not leave for Panama because 
I needed a visa in order to return. I immediately went 
to Immigration at the airport and reported what was 
happening to me, and with the aid of Immigration I was 
able to find the agent of the ship in which I travelled, 
and he got me a room at the airport hotel.

Because this happened on a weekend I had to stay 
at the airport until Monday, when ^ got to the Panamanian 
Embassy and got a visa; arriving in Panama on 31 uctober 
1962.

I was in Panama during the celebration of the 
national holidays, and on £ November I got a visa for 
New York. I stayed in Panama until 23 December and left 
for New York at 12:0^ on 2l| December and arrived in the 
airport in New York at 12:30 the same day.

I stayed in New York until 28 January 1963. While 
in ^ew York I decided to write to Mr. Marvin P.' LITTRELL 
to get more information about the job about which we had 
talked. It was then that I received the letter dated 2 
February 1963, copy of which, signed.by Mr. Littrell, Is 
in the photocopy that I am giving to this office. I am 
keeping the original. In the letter that I sent him I 
asked him'to send me $7^ (US), which I was to use on a 
trip to Mobile, Alabama.
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I did not know how much the ticket from New 
York to Alabama was, but I thought that $75 was ' 
sufficient for the trip, because I had previously 
travelled from New York to New Orleans by train and 
it had cost me only $4&> and thinking that Mobile, 
Alabama, was farther down than NewOOrleans, it was 
going, to cost more than |!|^,

’ But this gentleman told me in his reply that 
he did not understand why I needed $75$ since bus 
fare from New York to Mobile was less than $40• 
Then I took his letter and had a meeting with my 
relatives in New York, and they advised me not to 
answer the letter, let alone' take the trip to Mobile, ■ 
Alabama, to find out what kind of job it was. Because 
of the conversation that this man and I "had at the airport, 
and this letter, my relatives understood that the only 
job that this man might give me was to murder Dr. Martin 
Luther King’. If Itwere to go to Mobile and refuse the 
job I was sure that I would not leave Mobile, Alabama, 
alive. ■

. It was then that I decided to follow the advice 
of my family. Nevertheless, I spoke with some other 
people in New York City to get their opinion. They 
had the'same idea that my family had. I forgot 'about 
the matter after that, but I kept the letter.

I remained in New York until 30 May 1964* when I 
returned to Panama. I am not sure that this is the man 
who organized the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, but 
this may be a clue leading to the person or persons 
responsible for the act. He was asked the following: 
Has the-declarant anything to add about which he has 
not been questioned during this inquiry? He answered: 
This is all that I have to say about this case.

And that being the case, this inquiry is declared 
completed. It was read and found in order and signed 
by all those concerned. ■

The informant The investigator

(s) Roderick CLAFLIN Brown Inspector Domitilo A. CORDOBA

(s) Inspector Tomas ROYAL P.
Chief of the Homicide Section
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!"^LL 'MOTOR ‘ CO.
921-25 So. Clinton $t. - U. S. 72 By-’r.r

ATHENS, ALABAMA

Telephone 232-5692-3-4

OtDSMOeiLE

6

rrssrsm

February 2, 1963

- 'A

■ .'Roderick'C Broun / .'
, c/o B.L.Brown

■ ' 318 165 St Apt 2 B . .
Bronx 53, N.I.

Dear Rod:

This will 
■ 28th concerning 

' . October. '

acknowledge receipt of your letter of January •

Please be advised that I have a job waiting for you 'in Maltaa. ■
as soon as you are able .to make your arrangements to come here/ however, 
I do not understand why you need $ 75.00 when a bus ticket from New

. lark to Alabama costs less than $ 40,00. ’ . • ■ '

I am willing to help you in any way that I can but I am not" ’ 
clear on this part of your letter and will expect .to hear from you ; ‘ ' 
again.

Very truly yours^

Marvin P. Littrell

t

I
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Infomativo rendido por: RODERICK CLAFUS BBM,

Ea la'cludad-de PanamA, siendo las dos y cuarenia. y cinco minntos de .la 

tard®'del'-dfa dieciseis de abril de mil novecientos' seseatav yl ocha^’ .caB^ 

recid ant® el suscrito Jefe de' la Secci6n de Homicidios dellDepartameobo 

Sacioiial-dc lnvestlgaciones, el sefior FOSSICK CUMB BfiSK, a efecto de 

rendir un Infonnativo ea la present© inve&tigacidnl Sin jaraBertb M-^ -

. mib-'-ysen ©cmpleta llbertad para ooHtestaro:ic a las-. jprigiat»8f^'Wi«

fomul^H*■ M para'que ideatifica-ba-'flu ^H^/^'liaMflW b©-

,_.^Q^queda?-.e2$i$8ad0y-~vai^,^ipMdurefiei~Be-grbjM&:‘-<^^^tb‘'^^

cido el dfa l:d® Julio-de*’1917» en'Hondurasa BrltfiMcas’, ^^abtttiiro',-U- 

Jo de'^HAHUES-TrBBOHM W-funtd)' yde ^CimiMaaWB^^^^ .po.^

tadox^ de'la’Widi de Ideatidad P@rsb^al'"fio‘E - 3/-.:2^55p-’ii^i®tt^ 

>eYo7ealie‘'5a; casa'No'^5O5'i cuarto'‘fo-3 b#^»TIlfliRlK^^^ -

declarant®' eiibiivo'- por el'cual dated eir ha.- ae«t& i'li'Sl^^W'Maid* 

cidic^'en'.e8t*:'fecha‘'^ 1 wf»? deT a«es^^ Bb#Oi#^W

.de «sW'pafs'7-d«pttft de awiltiT.'abbre el probloa ^e^s&i'tbd^iilcilos' 

Estados^ WBidos'por-el eii^JB^el Doctor'King ^'i«il44Mi^

riehda3^! ,®b los Kstadoa Uiiidos yu^‘zpuea«''diir tiii^'A’e'ii^ir^ 

de ese’-criineaj 'se'lo cMunlqu^ a ufl'affligo' mio. ^ui'es'la, cMid’'db'haiiBt y 

#ste me reeomendd (jie hablira con el lMpecto?'(^^^'dd''9iipaMa^t^^^ 

■al de Inwstigaciones, wrt".fer quS rte sugetfa'y despuds Adie'hablar con el 

Inspector Cdrioba, 'late me sugirid'que suscribiera una declanici& ea es@ 

santldo y le sumisistrS una'carta que' guardo para' ques'sacara^ uba foto-oppia ' 

para que fuera Sgregada a mi’dsclaraeifia. El dfa 18 de aBril.dt'W/aaM 

del aewipuerto'de Tocumefi'aquf en la cidtiad de Panaml, con ."destino' a Puerto 

EspaEa,' donde cOgerfa el barco 'de la' Texaco ®S^s 'SOUTHAMPTON9, doade' ser- 

virfa de ’cocinero^marinerp, Kh 6ste bared estuve empl^ado duramte seis me— 

ses; recoriri Africa, Venezuela, Trinidad, CaaadA^ ifobHe-ilateaina ea Estados 

Unidos0 Hegaino's a "Alabama .'el df a 26 debetubre de 1962,’ccmo a las diez y 

media d® la"maEana0 Sallendo'del Muelle hacia el aeropuerto da fcbile-H^-- - . • 

bama,’ cotao a" las doce y media del dfa; juntamente con loa conpaEeros vapo— ■ 

riaoB que venfamos- hacia Panami,. FEDRO 3101^5 hi'jo"d81 Liceaciado 'PMro W0
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panamefio; VICTOR K)lWj dd la casa No 5268, calle lao Juan Diaz, oqui 

sb.la ciudad'de Paham<0 Estando en- el aeropuerto eh espera del an&{

>®s llgmd el setter;: MARGIN o. lIinU: hacia su mesa en la cafeteria-del-' - 

aeropuerto:, hast a el.' .MBentovio ho le sabia su nombre ni lo poBoeia,1

vluego me briodd un cafd y me hizo estas pregpntaeg “Que al nosotroe .

dramps turistas o estpdiantes#j-Io le contest^ que no frames ni es|w» 

diantes ni turtstas, siao que iSramos-marines en eamino a-PaaaM o-Esa®^:

--U q^r, Contiau^ sus -.preguntas, y me dijo que si. Io habia visits© :1o8/t

., fE^@#os <Unidqs^^ertb^QBte*^|up^ ^€§<£>8~ UnidoeY; ■: .

>-n» ^)jR:-fe:c^^ ^?. ®<t®® gustaba lbs Estados Unidoa,, sino-que me-

©Boaataba, ;.d^le;- ©portuai#ad: para que me.hiciera ads p^gwiitasj H, 

o ^,;e,®tpm@^^^ no m®'gustaria quedarme y 'Io;l® coat®8tif .:

. fj^.,.e&io<8o. po^a--;hacer 5stpj #1 ae contests?.■ ®11 Partida esU tM-.

vbaja^©:,.^ mismo on. aL..Gobderab% ‘ ades^s .que dl era due&o de urn - 

:;?rfcr6 toj. f&rl^s d$ autoafcll y-que .adws.tsnia bieaas y..raises y-qw. • 

~^pM£:^’^&^W‘'|H0f^^ de parte/del gobiarab

^^Bguatas ’BjaUd cqnoCQval .Bo^rifert^ Jois' ■,, 

gqatestl. qiio jo. lpf'coaocfc^. .pert .-que sf 'habfa. leidp.al^o.pobre. M,^' 

wSjactividades^satoacpp.^e :dijp\Ql/sefior L0&p@^^ ,

res al iaico problem qu©..t©asaospor-’el-medio, si cual nos eitILcaW. sy?; 

sando mucbas melestias*; entonces Io le.dije que nuestro ttempo .ea-elY 

..aeropuerto estaba muy corip y.que'.dentrb de.-dlez a>quince minutos g^^.\ 

^tiriamos y que .par esa raA no: nos qusdaba suf id ante tiempo,par&' . v ..... 

^analizar ■ nuestra. coBversacion mejorjen e.ee^mcmento taad.,W;,ta?j0U. ■ r«; 

de cita de CL y. me .'.dice, ®a CJi^ata.'He'g^e' a Panaml eseribane. una • car?*

'ta a .esta .diraccibn, si an caso'ie'stiieciiHdo a t.rabajar para Mo Al.

; retirame de su mesa To. le.relaiC. a Pbdro-y a. Victor de lo qu® se tsar, 

taba la cesyemcifia y los tree quedamos. de.; a'cuerdo, que. el-trabajo. 

V® 6®$® haabr©. qusrfa .danse era para niatar-al Doctor Luther King y 

esto lo -sacamos en conclusion por la converaacidhYde^^^^ .Littrell*

. En esa ocasida regresqmos a Panama, pero al llegctr k"^

? .w.cudqsier,.«,eBtoo AM fud,cuando iiie.^M.’To Is-doyti^ba^OjS.;,;.

4

1.
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. mo a las diez y media de ,1a noche, en el aeropuerto se me hiao saber de . 

que Yo no podia salir para Panasi porque me hacfa £alt& una Visa par^o— 

, der regresar; inmediatamente me report^ en Migracldn del aeropuerto y 

inform^ de lo que me paSaba y por la ayuda d© Migraeifin localied al Agen- 

te del bared donde Yo andaba y 6ste me“constguid ub hoepedaje ©a el hotel 

en el aeropuerto;' ccmo era fin de sanana, tuve qua permanecer' ahi en ©1 

aeropuerto hasta el Lunesj -cuando local!ed a la;liM)aJ&da PaamoBa para”! 

^^^. iPO^^^te^^^il.^^^*^  ̂ >?f&ll

\ .las fiestas patri^ aqufken' PanamA hasta ’el; dla ’S/d®; novi®^ «iM&

¥

obtuve.]^’Visa j^ra'W&jar ‘akNuero (jn':P®a^:rha8fe‘'-al ■ ; .

dla. 2*3 d©■ diciembre :y‘ sail - tie:'PahaaS pira Iuots' York .a- las doe^'y cine©

mihutbs dei-dia velRticuatrokde 'M'cisinbre; !^ te^Jhwra
. ' ? A!.-aAaaa..#?a- , .
York a> las doc© y ‘media .delAlfa- veinti oust rb da;iLclfflfe40:19^o^^^ ■.

en Nueya York hasta=el dia 28. de inero de 1963; de ahi docidi-.©ssrlbirlo^

^aSQ d ■

quej me' habia 'hablado(. fue - ellonces cuando reciK",U’' 

.2 de Febrera cl® -1.96k y ciiTO.iejctb . esU 

Despacho y firmada por el senor.

cartdlque' Ip. 16 @d^ l&.:pedia.lq/s^ 

l^sajerque.. Y© utilizarla' en>mi>’Htt6je7.a^

■costaba; el" pa’saje de Nueva York a Alabama, pero pens^tu*

SW>i-: w 
sAd^f■ feiifefc, 

go; a'..©st© -

.; ^suficient©' para, hacer el •■via-J^Ebfequ^

;a t rear de Nueva ■ York ■ a ...Mu6va.'j3r^ : iriel-hab^

y ‘ seis ;'d61are's ■ y. pdrvsa^oj.^ue^MbBiiW'Aiabama'^

■ ?!leaasy coststm Ws; dellos!d^^^ta.y ^eft': plateso'Pero.este^fOiiB®

V d6 a decir 'en :su carta respuesta';a;:la: mlaiciue 161/abic&ap^n^^

. ■ York a Mobile .costaba' menos-que. cuarenta d61areso TcmS Yo esta cart&O^< 

ces y conferenciS con mi familia en Nueva York y en lo cual elloeM^jft-'.Y-

■seJaron que ni contestara la carta, mucho menos pensara hacer el viaje a

Mobile-Alabama para enterarme de qu6 clase de trabajo se tratabao. Por mor

tivo de que la converdaci^n que Yo y el sefior nabiamos tenido on al .aero-
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.-puei’to y esta carta, por lo que^mis familiares tenfan entendi-

-do,:'que'el tinted tabajo que este-sehor ae .darfa seria el de.ser .

; el asesind del? Doctor Martin Luther King, que S& Tome decidie-

ra - a . ir. a' Mdbil© y no aceptara el trabajo, era seguro: que. Io. no

■ :iba a.salirMiTO de Mobile~J^ entonces cuando Ip de- 3

eidf.<seguir.:los coneejos, de-mi familia; sin embargo,. hable; con ; 3- 

-algimaslotias.'personas >an la ciudad’-.de Nueya -York 'para o^teaef . ' •

^il ^s'-' A^'tajdHaa-.tode ae'iimentodfed^'ei^Muj^oj'^K)'?®^^ 'x.'7

■ .A la’ACart@|:-,qu^ York tiasta el dia 30 4e l^d^d^ ;3

•■obp34£|fo?407^^^ para Panam£« To no estoy seguro , {
7''434x.?^ ' i . x /

■ .444* ar.<'^W;.a^^^ haya’organizado el asesinato del

-:3<.<l>|^ct©r<lajith0r;Kipg^ dar \
. -JX4>474:>44

'.A ;..'_-.;:c0#t91presp0®sabl@;7©plos .responsables'de :esU::hechoo'MRDi»»
77'7:>7v74 7^ ;? :77774< 777?47 777x477 ;7.77777TpA 'vzyx.

7 uiUesltoMl^^^
1 . ’ ' . preawte diligensia que no se le hay a preguntado ?o CONTSSTOr

^Ax/^-^'^e^^loxfl^ caso? En sets .

£?eatodoxs © -.d&»por ^te rminada* -la "prep ente^ dili*gencia^l|'^u^^ 7
s

•■^^ai'y^telladi eonfoimey se firma .para'/;CoMtemcia.~-por^^^

, ,'?Xp& Q

x77

i

pimsinte, 
^ ^,^^
,ck; -Qaflin ".Brown

XX
Jefe de M

KL Investigadors ’^

^fw^ .^ 0rdoba

4 / ^ ^

'4 J 1 ’

7® 
77‘^<
8?

f’

St ^\ X

■ >‘V^ ;ax 
4¥a vW

V

. NW CM3 Docld:3M1M7 Page 11 iWfi




