
not have a high degree of education. RAY is said to drink 
alcoholic beverages with a preference for vodka and beer and 
is a country and western music fan.

RAY should be considered armed and extremely 
dangerous.

It is requested that any information concerning 
RAY be immediately furnished to the FBI in Alaska at 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, or Juneau, Alaska offices.

Attached for your assistance is one copy of 
Wanted Flyer Number 442 dated April 17, 19^8 containing 
descriptive data which has been updated as set forth above.

-2-
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray’s Criminal "Career*
Began 18 Years Ago
By JERRY COHEN 

The Los Angeles Times 
LOS ANGELES, April 20 

criminal career of James Earl
The

y, the
man suspected. of killing Dr. Martin 
Luther King, began in downtown Los 
Angeles early on an October evening 
18 years ago.

HE TRIED to steal a typewriter 
from the third floor office of the For­
um Cafeteria,

.The assistant manager caught him 
in the act and scuffled with him, but

parking lot attendant recognized Ray 
emerging from a bank.

H$ ATTRACTED the attention of 
nearby policemen, who. arrested Ray 
and matched him up with the bank 
book and army papers.

Ray was given 90 days in the coun­
ty jail and placed on two years proba­
tion by Superior Judge W. Turney Fox, 
now retired.

Judge Fox’s leniency was based on 
the report of Dep. County Probation 
Officer Herbert W. Audit and the plea

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Ray got away — not for Jong, how­
ever. 1 :

As he fled across a parking lot, an 
attendant heard the assistant manager’* 
cries and grabbed Ray. .

THE TWO struggled. Ray broke 
free, but a bank savings book and his 
army discharge papers fell to the pave­
ment from his torn shirt pocket.

(That happenstance, and an extraor­
dinary coincidence, led to the first ar- 
Wp in Ray’s long career of lawlessness 1 
Bspan of misconduct which appar-f 

reached a climax in Memphis. | 
4, when Dr. King was assassi- I

•) ' ■
our days later, Oct. 11, 1949, the, ।

of Dep. Public Defender Richard S. 
Buckley, who represented Ray, who 
was unemployed at the time and broke.

AUDIT TODAY is in the probe- i 
tion department’s Santa Monica office, 
while Buckley has risen to head of the 
public defender’s office.

Buckley, in appealing for probation 
when Ray appeared, Dec. 30, 1949, 
before Judge Fox for sentencing, sajd: 1

“. . . I feel he not only is eligible 
for probation but that he is a fit Sub­
ject for probation . . . this man is in i 
a position to stand on his own feet, 
and apparently has done so for a rt- ; 
riod pf time ... • i

“He apparently is thrifty, acquired i

Edition: /

Author:

Editor:

Title:

Character:

Submitting Office:

Classification:



some savings and also did fairly well ] 
iwAMUiiy. In view of thestrfrewif- 
stances, I feel he is a good risk on 
probation ...” i

“I THINK you have a point there,” J 
Judge Fox told Buckley. j

Then the judge turned to Ray and 
informed him that as a condition of 
his probation: j

“I want you to stay out of drinking 
places and not indulge in the use of al­
coholic liquor or frequent orgo to 
places where it is the principal- order 
of sale ...” :

AUDIT, the probation officer, had 
noted that Ray “spends much time on 
dates with girls” and admitted to “oc­
casional excessive use of intoxicants.”

His remarks, and those of the judge, 
have an ironic echo today, since women 
and liquor appear to have played major 
roles in the subsequent life of Ray who 
was only 21 at the time. *

Audit also observed that Ray ap­
peared to be of normal intelligence, 
was a Roman Oatholic but did not 
attend church, attended movies two or 1 
three times a week and “likes to read > 
magazines and common ordinary 
books.” 'u——0 ,^. mu »—.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
date: 4/19/68to : Director, FBI (44-38861)

Enclosed to the Bureau are six copies and to each 
office one copy of the following photographs:

JAMES EARL RAY, Missouri Department of 
Correction #00416, dated 3/17/60 and 
9/8/66

WALTER TERRY RIFE, Kansas City SO #29636
• ’ FBI #4558766

Stand up photographs of RAY on the left, Kansas City SO 
#29637 and RIFE, Kansas City SO 29236, taken 3/28/55.

2 - Bureau (Encs. 24) (AM)
2 - Each Field Office CEp^Qi) (AM)
2 - Kansas City
(120)

Z'5'7^7 -
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



ALIASES:

WANTED BY FBI1.0.4182 
4-20-68

Eric Starvo

~ *%;."’■

yer, James Me er, James

Photographs taken 1960

-J*.

EYES: blue 
COMPLEXION: medium 
RACE white
NATIONALITY: American

HEIGHT: 5'10"
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds
BUILD: medium
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short

U. S. Code, Section 1073).

It. W, C. H^Fon.

( JVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRAC 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBER*

Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist)

tout Bl OFFICE..,

citizen (Title 18, U. S.
Robbery (Title 18,

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging y as Eric Starvo Ga 
Code, Section 241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jeffersft City, Missouri, cha

SERIAf YOU HAVE REFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT Y 
THEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF AU Bl OFFICES LISTED ON MOL

Identification Order 4182 
April 20, 1968

FBI No. 405,942 G
16 M 9 U OOP 12

M 4 W IOI

DESCRIPTION
AGE: 40, born March 10, 1928, Alton,Illinois

OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on 

palm of light hand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear: leportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school: has reportedly 
completed course in baitending

CRIMINAL RECORD
Ray has been convicted of buiglary, robbery, forging U S. Postal Money 
Orders, aimed robbery, and operating mote: vehicle without owner’s 
consent

CAUTION
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE

XTREMELY DAN-

rtnttrwi 
gSEAR

APR2 21968
FBI —ANCHORAGE

director / |

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, 0. C. 20535



WANTED fbi
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY
JAMES EARL RAY FBI No. 405,942 G

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968
(eyes drawn by artist)

Aliases: Eric Starvo Galt, W. C. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride, James O’Conner, James 
Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, “Jim,”

DESCRIPTION
Age: 40, born March 10, 1928, at Quincy or Alton, Illinois (not supported by birth records)
Height: 5’ 10” Eyes: Blue
Weight: 163 to 174 pounds Complexion: Medium
Build: Medium Race: White
Hair: Brown, possibly cut short Nationality: American
Occupations: Baker, color matcher, laborer
Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand
Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance instruction 

school; has reportedly completed course in bartending.
Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U 000 12

M 4 W I 01
CRIMINAL RECORD

Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money Orders, armed robbery, and 
operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent.

CAUTION
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER 
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.
A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starvo 
Galt with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 
241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with 
Interstate Flight to Avoid Confinement for the crime of Robbery (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 1073).

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR - 
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK.

DIRECTO 
FEDERAL REAU OF INVESTIGATION

NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Wanted Flyer 442-A
April 19, 1968

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
TELEPHONE, NATIONAL 8-7117



CITY
ALBANY, New York 12207 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501 
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303 
BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203 
BUFFALO, New York 14202 
BUTTE, Montana 59701 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202 
CHICAGO, Hlinois 60604 
CINCINNATI, Ohio 45202 
CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199 
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201 
DALLAS, Texas 75201 
DENVER, Colorado 80202 
DETROIT, Michigan 48226 
EL PASO, Texas 79901 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 
HOUSTON, Texas 77002 
INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46207 
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201 
JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106 
KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201 
LOS ANGELES, California 90017 
LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103 
MIAMI, Florida 33137 
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 53202 
MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401 
MOBILE, Alabama 36602 
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101 
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510 
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113 
NEW YORK, New York 10021 
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102 
PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107 
PHOENIX, Arizona 85013 
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222 
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205 
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220 
SACRAMENTO, California 95814 
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206 
SAN DIEGO, California 92103 
SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917 
SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 
SEATTLE, Washington 98104 
SPRINGFIELD, Hlinois 62701 
TAMPA, Florida 33602 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

(4-17-68)

BUILDING TELEPHONE
502 U. S. Post Office and Court House 518 465-7551
4303 Federal Office Building 505 CH 7-1555
Room 204, Federal Building 272-6414
275 Peachtree Street, N. E. 404 JA 1-3900
408 U. S. Post Office Building 301 LE 9-6700
Room 1400 - 2121 Building 205 322-7711
John F. Kennedy Federal Office Building 617 RI 2-5533
400 U. S. Court House Building 716 856-7800
400 Thornton Building 406 792-2304
1120 Jefferson Standard Life Building 704 333-4126
Room 905, U. S. Court House & Federal Office Bldg312 431-1333
415 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 513 421-4310
3005 Federal Office Building 216 522-1400
1529 Hampton Street 803 252-1911
Room 200, 1810 Commerce Street 214 RI 1-1851
Room 18218, Federal Office Building 303 222-5981
913 Federal Building & U. S. Court House 313 WO 5-2323
202 U. S. Court House Building 915 533-7451
206 Dillingham Building 59546
6015 Federal Building & U. S. Court House 713 CA 8-1414
1221 North Pennsylvania Street 317 632-6415
Room 800 - First Federal Savings Building 601 948-5000
414 U. S. Court House & Post Office Building 904 355-1401
707 U. S. Court House Building 816 BA 1-6100
617 Walnut Street, Southwest 615 524-2721
Room 2-011 Federal Office Building 702 385-1281
215 U. S. Post Office Building 501 FR 2-3157
1340 West 6th Street 213 483-3551
Room 701, Bank of Louisville Building 502 583-3941
841 Federal Office Building 901 525-7373
3801 Biscayne Boulevard 305 379-2421
735 U. S. Post Office, Cust. & Ct. House Bldg. 414 276-4684
392 Federal Building 612 FE 9-7861
520 Federal Building 205 438-3674
U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 201 622-5613
510 The Trust Company Building 203 787-1217
701 Loyola Avenue 504 522-4671
201 East 69th Street 212 LE 5-7700
420 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 703 625-1631
5104 N. Francis Street 405 VI2-7471
1010 Federal Office Building 402 348-1210
500 Widener Building 215 LO 3-5300
244 West Osborn Road 602 CR 9-5511
1300 Federal Office Building 412 471-2000
423 U. S. Court House Building 503 224-4181
200 West Grace Street 703 644-2631
2020 J Street 916 441-1275
2704 Federal Building 314 CH 1-5357
3203 Federal Building 801 EL 5-7521
433 Federal Building 512 CA 5-6741
3211 Fifth Avenue 714 297-3361
450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36015 415 552-2155
Pan Am Bldg., 255 Ponce deLeon Ave. 765-6000
5401 Paulsen Street 912 354-9911
1015 Second Avenue 206 MA 2-0460
421 South Sixth Street 217 522-9675
Room 610, Federal Office Building 813 228-7661
506 Old Post Office Building 202 393-7100

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Official Business

Telephone or telegraph the Special Agent in Charge at the above address.

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION



ANCHORAGE I 445 PH EFH

URGENT 4-22-68 MSE

TO ALL SACS PLAINTEXT

FROM DIRECTOR (44-38861) IP

MURKIN

YOU ARE REMINDED THAT ALL LEADS IN THIS CASE MUST BE 

COVERED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS, AND ALL LEADS MUST BE 

SET FORTH BY TELEPHONE OR TELETYPE. ALL BORDER OFFICES 

COVERING ENTRY INTO MEXICO AND CANADA AND EXIT THEREFROM 

SHOULD INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE STOPS ARE MAINTAINED RE 

SUBJECT AND ALL NAMES KNOWN TO BE USED BY HIM AT RESPECTIVE 

OFFICES OF U.S. IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PATROL. YOU. 

SHOULD ALSO INSURE THAT PREVIOUS STOPS PLACED WITH ANY 

FACILITY SHOULD INCLUDE ALL NAMES USED BY THE SUBJECT.

DISTRIBUTE SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES OF WANTED FLYERS 

AND IO’S TONARCOTIC INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES IN ORDER THAT 

THEIR INFORMANTS MAY BE CONTACTED. YOU SHOULD CONTACT

/ALL CRIMINAL INFORMANTS AND APPROPRIATE RACIAL AND SECURITY 

INFORMANTS. LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO CITY BEING ADWISEt^

SEPARATELY

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

GCD

FBI ANCHORAGE



ANCHORAGE 02 1:42 P M MKPK

URGENT 4-23-68 RNK

TO ALL SACS PLAINTEXT

FROM DIRECTOR (44-38861) IP

MARKIN

REMEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL ONE NINE LAST FURNISHING 

BACKGROUND DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY 

UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES 

(POSSIBLE ITSP VIOLATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL TWO THREE 

ONE NINE SIX SEVEN. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED SUSPECT IN 

ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY 

OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION.

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST 

VIOLATIONS SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT'S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED 

IN BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING 

SEARCHED AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND 

BURGLARY VIOLATIONS. /

SUBJECT SHOULD RECONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

ACK JAC

ABAC____
CLARKE

SEARCHED.

SERIALIZE

b—ANCHORAGI

FBI ANCHORAGE



Memorandum
to : SAC (1367-37) date: V21|-/69

from : SA ADRIAN B. CLARK

subject: MURKIN

This Is to record that on this date, the writer 
requested that the subjects descriptive data be included in the 
next issue of the Alaska State Troopers Bulletin.

In the same connection, William Ho Barrington, Merrill
Motel was shown subjects photo and alerted to his fugitive 
status. He stated subject is unknown to him but he will remain 
alert to hls possible presence In Anchorage,

1-157-37 
abc/

JNDEXEDsearched.



UNITED states department of justice , _
( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.G 20537

f—W ^MT, t*AW/ I

Th* following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G - , Is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
RNGERPRINTS NAME ANO NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECHVED CHARGE DEPOSITION

Amy James Earl Ray 
#16 163 129

February 
19, 1946

Sheriff’s Office 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray . 
#B—119908

October 
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary ’

Police Department 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray 
#139648

October 
11, 1949

suspicion 
459 Penal Code 
(burglary)

8 months County 
Jail suspended; 
2 years 
probation 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jail; 146 
December 30, 
1949 CS129438

Sheriff’s Office
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

James E. Ray 
#5937

April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

Police Department
Alton, Illinois

James Earl Ray 
#7514

July 23, 
1951

no operator’s 
license - no 
State License - 
no City License

released to pay 
later

Police Department 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#D90696

May 6, 
1952

robbery (Gun) Grand 
$3000

Jury

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#131165

May 9, 
1952

robbery June 13, 1952 
sentenced to 
penitentiary 
1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary 
Joliet, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#32419

June 13, 
1952

robbery 1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Pontiac, Illinois

James E, Ray 
#19121

July 7, 
1952 
in 
transfer

robbery 1 to
March

2 years
12, 1954 

argedSEARGHED^t^^ND 

SERIALIZED—^——P*L

AHKZ .195

(^—ANCHOR

otZ—
from
Joliet >8

*GE■#

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. • 7"'3 7 w

John Eagar Hoover
Director



Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

(•eiwri i-rt-w j

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 4 
( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE! 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER <05 942 G , b furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown oh this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

OONTftJBUTOft OF 
HNGERPftiNTS NAME AND NUMBEft

AftftCSTED Oft 
BECBVED ' CHAftGC DWOSmON

Sheriff's Office 
Edwardsville, 
Illinois

Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#2640

James E. Ray 
#40714

August 
30, 1954

March 23, 
1955

burglary and 
larceny

investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office

State Highway 
Patrol
Macon, Missouri

James Earl 
#B-3376

Ray March 23, 
1955

cashing stolen 
postal money 
orders

released to 
Postal Inspector 
Cansas City, 
Missouri 
March 24, 1955

United States 
Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl 
#12018

Ray March 28, 
1955

forgery United 
'States 'Postal 
Money Order

sentenced to 
15 months 
custody of 
Attorney General

Sheriff * s Office 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl 
#29637

Ray March 28, 
1955

Forgery -
Government

July 7, 1955 
3 years and S 
nonths

United States 
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, 
Kansas

James Earl 
#72498-L

Ray July 7, 
1955

Post Office
Laws
Forge Money
Orders

3 years and 9 
nonths May 20, 
1958 conditional 
release March 31 
1959 maximum 
April 5, 1958 
conditional 
release on chavo 
of Post Office 
forgery Pbst 
Iffice Money 
Orders

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

James Earl 
#81071

Ray October 
10, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - M
' ( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOi 4-23-68 307 BJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537
3 ' . ' ; J "

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE RNGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. .

John Edgar Hoover
Director

cdntwsutor op 
FINGERPRINTS NAMS ANO NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

State Penitentiary

James Earl Ray 
#81071

Janes Earl Ray

October 
16, 1959

March 17,

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities

«TC" 20 years (20,
Jefferson City, #00416 1960 operating motor 7, 5,
Missouri

State Hospital
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#37045 C-5

4

■ V

September 
B, 1966

vehicle without 
permission of 
owner
robbery first
”b/m DDW” 
(2 charges)

Patient

concurrent)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
. . / FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL ESE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME ANO NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Eai 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery fi 
(will extradite) 
Jefferson City, 1 
May 10, 1967. 

«

1 Ray for 
vehicle w 
rst degre 
Notify Wa 
issouri i

escape April 23, 
ithout permission 
e ”b/m of a D & D 
rden State Penite 
nformation receiv

1967 
of

IV") 
ntiary 
ed



• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF H/STCE . „
/’ ' ( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 4-23-68 307 HJC
1-Bureau Washington, d.c. 20537

Th* following FBI word, NUMBER 405 942 G , b famished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data famished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
RNAl DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

conthbutor or 
RNGERPRINTS NAME ANO NUMM

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DMROSmON

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
James McBride, J< 
James O'Conner, I 
custody-robbery 1 
file #88-41730 Oi 
information rece: 
CAUTION: ARMED 2

Alias: James * Wal

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
Harvey Lowmyer, i 
Fugitive Index #:

James E 
mes walyc 
'im, for v 
'irst Fug 
fice of C 
ved July 
.ND DANGER

ton

Eric St 
ohn Willa, 
.27540 Bur

ar 1 Ray, also knc 
n, W.C. Herron, 
nlawful flight tc 
itive Index #1214 
rigin Kansas Cit^ 
27,1967.
OUS

arvo Galt, also Jc 
rd, Civil Rights- 
eau File #44-3886

wn as,

avoid 
26 Bureau

nown as 
Conspiracy 
1 Office of

Origin Memphis. '
CAUTION: ARMED 2

nformatic
ND DANGER

n received April 
OUS

19, 1968.

THIS PAGE SHOUL^
FEDERAL BUREAU CI

. iaU? S3 J J 
INVESTS^

ISSEMINATED OUTSI
JION. '

GE

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
, Director



1 SENT BY CODED TELETYPE

ANCHORAGE 2 *501 PM EFH 

URGENT 4-24-68 EFH 

TO ALL SACS (PLAINTEXT) 

FROM^BECTOR 44-38861 2P

MURKIN

CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL NASS COMMUNICATIONS 

MEDIA IN YOUR TERRITORY TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT 

REFERENCE TO RAY AND HIS CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE.

SINCE YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JAMES EARL 

RAY IS IDENTICAL VITH ERIC STARVO GALT AND YOU HAVE BEEN 

FURNISHED IO’S AND WANTED FLYERS ON RAY, YOU ARE TO BE 

CERTAIN THAT AU APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE BEEN RENEWED ON 

JAMES EARL RAY AND UNDER ALL OF HIS KNOWN ALIASES AS SET 

FORTH ON THE IO’S AND WANTED FLYERS. THIS IS TO INSURE THAT 

THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS 

ARRESTED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES WITH WHOM 

STOPS PLACED.

OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS 

FLIGHTS SHOULD HAVE RENEWED STOPS AND SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH 

SHOULD BE DISPLAYED APPROPRIATELY.



PAGE TWO

ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION 

AT ALL "HIPPIE” ROOMING HOUSES AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS TO 

OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION WHATSOEVER CONCERNING RAY, 

APPROPRIATE LEGATS BEING ADVISED SEPARATELY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

ACK JAC

FBI ANCHORAGE
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Complaint Form
FDi-71 (Rev. 10-26-65)

NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
Indices: | | Negative | ] See below
Subject’s name and aliases __

_Jri/Vfes 5^7/ ^^

Address of subject Character of case 
/^7^474/

Complainant Complainant’s address and 
telephone number 

3f^ i^^^

Complaint received 

| | Personal | »l-fTelephonic

“•2 
O

3 M CO V 
Q

Race Sex 

I | Male

I | Female

Height Hair Build Birth date and Birthplace

Age Weight Eyes Complexion

Scars, marks or other data



LN (TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O’Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

’’TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES” PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI’s list of 

’’Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. ”

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray’s photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location.

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal­

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim,
SEARCHEI .INDEXED

FBI—ANCHORAGE



An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI’s Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum 

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing 

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967.

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, Illinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 

breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military service.

- 2 -



Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois

on He is approximately 5’10” inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a ’loner" and "drifter" whose

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked

as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons.

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 1968. 7

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous.

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directories.

- 3 -



Post Office Box 560 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

April 25, 1968

Mrs. Bertha Ricker
Bepartnent of Revenue
State of Alaska
Poet Office Box 960
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Mrs. Ricker: RE: JAMES EARL RAT, Also Known
As Eric Starve Galt, 
V. C. Herren, Harvey Loweyer, 
Janes McBride, Jases O’Connor, 
Janes Walton, Janes Walyon, 
John Villard, "Jin”

Enclosed herewith is Identification Order Humber 
#182 on referenced individual who is wanted by the PHI.

Ttewould be appreciated if you would place a 
stop in your records so that this office sight be 
promptly advised of any future automobile registration 
filed by Subject. Should you detect any possible 
pertinent registration, it would be appreciated if 
you would telephone this office at 272-6414.

Tour cooperation in this setter is appreciated, 
and you will be imnediately advised when this stop can 
be removed.

2 - Addressee
JSnclosure 1

Anchorage (157-37) 
m:bff

Very truly yours,

JAMES F. MARTIH
Special Agent in Charge

/ 5 7- 3 7-37



ANCHORAGE-4 746PM MSE

AMWURGENT >
Z^26-68 FJB)

TO ALL SACS PLAINTEXT

FROM DIRECTOR (44-38861) IP

MURKIN.

THE MAIN FILE ON KING HAS BEEN REVIEWED AT THE, BUREAU 

AND LEADS ARE BEING SENT OUT CONCERNING PERSONS INVOLVED IN 

PRIOR THREATS AGAINST KING. THESE LEADS AS WELL AS LEADS

CONCERNING ANY OTHER SUSPECTS DEVELOPED FROM ANY SOURCE 

MUST BE GIVEN IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH HANDLING ON A TOP PRIORITY 
BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEEN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES ?^ML~RAY AND 

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND TO 

ESTABLISH MOTIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE BEEN AND WILL BE -

FURNISHED INFORMATION RELATING TO OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORS. • • ' |

THESE MUST ALL BE THOROUGHLY RESOLVED NO MATTER HOW REMOTE. 

END 

KBK JAC 

ACK JAC 

FBI ANCHORAGE J
M/ I 4' ' “ W -



MflMM. FQRM NO. 10 (
MAY IM CDmON \
GSA FPMR <41 CHt) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, Anchorage date: 4/26/68

from : SA RICHARD W. HEAD (157-37)

subject: MURKIN

On 4/18/68 the following agencies were contacted 
concerning ERICK STAVO GALT aka HARVEY LOWMYER, JOHN WILLARD, 
described as white male, 5’8” to 11", 16o tn 175 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, date of birth and they
advised that they could locate no record identifiable with 
the above individuals.

Mr. W. P. THOMAS, Manager, Credit Bureau, 
Anchorage, Alaska.

Lieutenant JAMES ALDRICH, Record Section, 
Anchorage Police Department.

Mrs. MAURINE LAIRD, Clerk, Department of Revenue, 
State of Alaska, 8th and E Street, Anchorage, Alaska.

Corporal ARTHUR ENGLISH, Alaska State Troopers, 
Southcentral Region, Anchorage, Alaska, who also conducted 
a check of records at headquarters, Alaska State Troopers, 
Juneau, Alaska, which encompasses drivers licenses records.

On >1/19/68 a suitable number of Wanted Flyer
Number 442 concerning GALT which was updated with a memorandum 
attached identifying JAMES EARL RAY as being identical to 
GALT, aka, was distributed to DENIS WOLSTEMHOLME, Director, 
INS, Anchorage, Alaska, who advised that all ports of entry 
in the State of Alaska would immediately receive this 
information as well as all foreign flag airlines at International 
Airport, Anchorage, Alaska, and International Airport, 
Fairbanks, Alaska.

In addition to the above DONALD WATSON, Customs
Port Investigator, U. S. Customs Service, Anchorage, Alaska 
was also furnished a quantity of the above Wanted Flyer and 
memorandum to be utilized by his office. (It is noted the 
above U. S. Customs Office handle narcotic investigations 
in the Anchorage Division). -------- ----------------

SEARCHED. INDEXED

APR.... ,,1968
FBI—ANCHORAGI

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan y^y -



AN 157-37

On 4/22/68 the above agencies were immediately 
upon receipt furnished copy of Wanted Flyer 442-A.

In addition to the above agencies, the Anchorage 
Police Department, Fairbanks, Police Department and the 
Alaska State Troopers were furnished sufficient quantities 
of the above Wanted Flyer on the dates they were received 
for all offices to be immediately apprised of the fugitive 
status of the subject.

— 2* —



To: SAC, Anchorage_______________

FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION 
FUGITIVE PUBLICITY

Enclosed is material on JAMES EARL RAY, 
I.O. #4182, who was added to the list of’’Ten Most Wanted 
Fugitives, ” Saturday, p. m., April 20, 1968.

You should furnish this material to your 
established outlets in accordance with previous arrangements.

In the event the fugitive is cultured or process 
dismissed, it will be your responsibility to notify the recipients 
of the material to preclude publicizing the individual after he 
has been removed from a fugitive status.

Proposed transmittal form card:

Attached is material on JAMES EARL RAY 
who was added to the FBI’s list of ’’Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives,” Saturday, p. m., April 20, 1968.

Enclosures

Memoranda 41
Spot Announcements
Identification Orders 1
Photographs, glossy 7x10
Photographs, dull 7x10 1
Photographs, glossy 5x7
Photographs, glossy 3x5 35
Photographs, dull 4x6
Photographs, glossy 2 1/2x4
Wanted Flyers
Slides 1

Total
Placards

(Under Separate Cover)

79
11



In Reply, Pleate Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI’s "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.”

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 
widest possible dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.
A 40-ye ar-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on Ray

is approximately 5’10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.

Described as a "loner and "drifter, " with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 
has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and 
completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. Z£MZ^V
SEARCHEDSZK^JteXED 

SERIALIZED^j^.-FILED^

FBI—ANCHORAGE



In Reply, Please Refer to 
Fite No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Post Office Box 560 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

April 26, 1968

Dear Sir:

Attached is material on JAMES EARL RAY who 
was added to the FBI’s list of ’’Ten Most Wanted 
Fugitives," Saturday, p.m., April 20, 1968.

Very truly yours,

AMES F. MARTIN
Special Agent in Charge

Enclosures

1 Juneau, Ketchikan, Petersburg, Valdez & Sitka PD’s, AST Juneau
1 - Each News Outlet listed top of 80-59
1 - 80-6



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) _ I

F B 1 |

Date: 4/25/68 {

Transmit the following in _________ __________ :___________________ _____________ !
(Type in plaintext or code) I

AIRTEL AIRMAIL I
(Priority) ।

'---------------------------------    L

DIRECTOR, FBI AND
TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68.

2

2
2
2

2
2
2
2
2
2
2

2
2
2

- Bureau
- Albany
- Albuquerque
- Anchorage
- Baltimore
- Birmingham
- Boston
- Buffalo
- Butte
- Charlotte
- Chicago
- Cincinnati
- Cleveland
- Columbia
- Dallas
- Denver
- Detroit
- El Paso
- Honolulu

2 - Houston
2 - Indianapolis

2 - Jackson
2 - Jacksonville
2 - Kansas City (
2 - Knoxville
2 - Las Vegas
2 - Little Rock
2 - Los Angeles
2 - Louisville
2 - Memphis
2 - Miami
2 - Milwaukee
2 - Minneapolis
2 - Mobile
2 - Newark
2 - New Haven
2 - New Orleans
2 - New York
2 - Norfolk
2 - Oklahoma City
2 - Omaha
2 - Philadelphia

2

2

Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland

2 - Richmond
2 - Sacramento
2 Louis
2 - Salt Lake City
2 - San
2 - San
2 - San
2 - San

Antonio 
Diego 
Francisco 
Juan

2 - Savannah
2.- Seattle
2 - Springfield
2 - Tampa
2 - WFO’ . ‘
2 - Atlanta
JJL:rjb
(119)

SEARCH 
SERI AU

JT5W Cw^/MfTZ^

< Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

APR ^71968
CHORAGEj



AT 44-2386

For information those offices not receiving 
reairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMES 
EARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgia, 
area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by Atlanta to date' 
has not established mode of transportation RAY may have used 
after 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtel 
to check cars recovered their division that were stolen from 
the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and where the 
transporter of same was not identified or otherwise accounted 
for, investigation should be conducted, to determine if RAY 
was person who may have stolen and transported same.

Investigation reflects Subject RAY Can be placed 
in the Atlanta, Georgia, area 3/24/68.

In view of the above, all Continental Offices 
are requested to review car recoveries within their - 
respective territories of cars stolen from the State 
of Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68, and where.the trans­
porter of same is not otherwise eliminated or accounted ' 
for, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is 
any remote indication that Subject RAY may have been person 
transporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi­
gation should thereafter be conducted.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.



OPTIONAL FORM NO 10
MAYtMKDfflON 
OSA m«R <41 CFR) W»1M

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, ANCHORAGE (157-37) date: 4/27/68

FROM : SPG, LARRY DEAN TERBUSH

subject: MURK IN .
CR

At 9:30pm this date the writer was telephonically contacted 
by SUSAN YOKE, 1010 Beech Lane, Anchorage, telephone 277-3203, 
who furnished the following information:

While at State Car Wash, 1515 East 5th at approximately 3:00pm 
this date she observed an individual who resembled the picture 
of JAMES EARL RAY which appeared in Anchorage Daily News.
YOKE described individual as

height: 
weight: 
hair: 
clothing:

6 foot
180 approximately 
dark, graying at temples 
blue jeans, hat

Yoke noted subject was deeply tanned and he was employed 
at the car wash. YOKE advised she frequents the car wash 
but was the first time she had seen this individual.

mo-m

JNDW 
J®*

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

APR 2 71968



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. W
MAYINHOfTIQN 
OSA PPMR (41 OPR) 101*11^

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to ;SAC, Anchorage (1^7-37) date: U-28-68

from :SA Richard w. Head

subject :MURKI N

Re memo of SPC, LARRY DEAN TERBUSH, 1|-27-68. X
On U-28-68, JAMES TERRIN, Manager, State Car Wash,Xl^

E. £th Ave., Anchorage advised that RICHARD EUGENE BARTOW, closely 
resembles the photos of JAMES EARL ^, ta!«nTLin,5w%wever, 
does not resemble the photo of RAY taken in 1968. /

TERRIN made available BARLOW’s W-2 form whicyindicates he 
has been employed since 8-ll|-67, is assigned SocLal Security #

md listed his address as P.O. Box iOl|, Ft. Richardson
Alaska.

TERRIN advised that to the best of his knowledge BARLOW is 
a soldier in the U.S. Army.

No further action recommended re this matter.

RWH/ 
(1)

SEARCHED. 
SERI&UB

FBI—ANCHORAi

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



April 29, 1968

Agent-In-Charge
federal Bureau of Investigation
Anchorage Branch
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Sir:

I am presently a permanent resident of Anchorage and employeed at the Armed Forces 
Examining and Entrance Station, 429 D Street, Anchorage. I retired from the U.S. Army 
at Fort Richardson in August 1966. In view of the facts and circumstances surrounding 
the assasination of Dr Martin Luther King, I wish to relate a converation which trans­
pired at the Fort Richardson Communications Center.

On two occasions, October 1965 and in either July or August 1966, I went to the 
Fort Richardson Communications Center for the purpose of having photographs made of 
myself for ID cards. On one of these occasions while my photographs were being processed 
the photographer and I conversed on matters in general; the conversation later focused 
on future plans after either retirement or discharge from the service. At this juncture, 
he mentioned that if he had nothing better to do after leaving the service he could "at 
least” or ’’always” return home and "kill niggers,” that there "is a price on King’s 
head;" I believe the amount mentioned by him was $3,000. The conversation terminated 
shortly afterwards.

The foregoing is all that transpired, and I have not since seen the individual 
again. He may have returned home as a result of having been discharged or retired 
from the military service. Doctor Martin Luther King was probably the center of many 
a southerner’s conversation, and the information volunteered herein may have little or 
no relevance to the Bureau’s present investigation; however, because of the global as­
pect of the investigation and the necessity for citizen respond, I felt it imperative 
that I proffer the information for evaluation by the Bureau.

Sincerely yours,





OPTIONAL KXM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 COITION 
OSA FPMt (41 CHO 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
T0 : SAC, Anchorage (157-37) 

from : SA Richard W. Head

date: 4-30-68

subject: MURKIN

Re let of Mr. HOWARD E. WRIGHT, 4-29-68 (Serial 46)

On 4-30-68 Mr0 Wright was contacted at his place of 
employment, Armed Forces Examining and Entrance Station, 
429 D Street, Anchorage where he is employed as a Transportation 
Clerk, 

Mr. Wrights letter was discussed with him and on 
questioning he was unable to add any additional details 
which would aid in identifying the individual mentioned in the 
letter.

In view of the extreme non-specific nature of the information 
alleging a serviceman had a hatred for negroes, etc., it is felt 
that additional investigation of this matter would be unproductive.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



ANCHORAGE 03 247/153PM RN 

XXURGENT 42 .

69-68 EFH 

TO ALL SACS (PLAINTEXT) 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MURKIN.

^ OFFICES HAVING LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES IN THEIR 

TERRITORIES WHICHMMAINTAIN UNIDENTIFIED LATENT FINGERPRINTS 

IN CONNECTION WITH MATTERS UNDER THEIR JURISDICTION SHOULD 

IMMEDIATELY CONTACT THESE AGENCIES AND REQUEST THAT THE 

FINGERPRINTS OF SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY AS SET FORTH ON THE 

IO BE COMPARED WITNILATENTS OBTAINED SINCE HIS ESCAPE 

FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY ON FOUR TWENTY-THREE 

SIXTY-SEVEN.

THIS IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLY ESTABLISHING 

RAY'S PAST WHEREABOUTS AND SOURCE OF FUNDS. LEGATS OTTAWA AND 

MEXICO CITY REQUESTED TO DO LIKEWISE. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 100* KDITION
OSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101-11.0 —'

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC ANCHORAGE (157-37)

from : SA ROBERT V. WALKER

date: 4/29/68

subject: MURKIN
RACIAL MATTERS

The following were contacted on 4/24/68 by the 
writer. They were shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY 
and they were alerted to be on the lookout for anyone 
resembling him. They agreed to immediately contact the 
FBI should any individual who resembles RAY comes to their 
attention:

HALVOR ANDERSON, Salvation Army, 826 C St.

HAROLD E. DURHAM, Executive Director, YMCA, 6th and F

Mrs. OPAL SMITH, Roberts Rooms, 8th and C St.

ED KOONCE, maintenance manager, Linda Arms 
Apts., Government Hill.

No positive information was developed.

RVWjcch

‘ ^R6|liiS_3^
I SfeRjArgwurr^Tm A-,™.
I APR 29 TO
1 FBI,—ANCHORAGE^ ,|

BM0-1M
Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

to :

FROM :

subject:

MAY IMO EDITION
OSA FFMR (41 OPR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC ANCHORAGE (157-37)

SA DOYCE E. COCHRAN

date: 4/29/68

MURKIN
RACIAL MATTERS

On 4/24/68, SA DOYCE E. COCHRAN contacted the 
following individuals and distributed Wanted Flyers to each 
of them:

RICHARD LOWE, Manager, Captain Cook Hotel

PAUL NILSEN, Resident Manager, Anchorage-Westward Hotel

ROBERT LARSON, Desk Clerk, Anchorage-Westward Hotel

Mr. LOWE, Mr. NILSEN, and Mr. LARSON all advised 
they would be particularly alert for anyone registering 
at these hotels who appear similar to Subject RAY.

BRUCE KENDALL, Roosevelt Hotel, and ROBERT E.
MC FARLAND, Secretary, Laborer’s Local Union, Anchorage, 
were furnished copies of the 10’s for Subject RAY and both 
advised they would be particularly alert for any information 
concerning this individual.

:cch

9010-1M



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, Anchorage date: April 29, 1968

Director, FBI

subject: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
I.O. #4182; W. F. #442-A
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 
’’TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES” PROGRAM 
NEWSPAPER MAT

Being forwarded under separate cover is a supply of
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all 
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory. Additional 
publications such as shoppers’ guides should not be overlooked in 
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive.

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distributed
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered 
by Special Agents. A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent 
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this 
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation’s 
press in bringing about the prompt apprehension of this badly sought 
fugitive.

Prompt distribution should be made and additional
supplies, if needed, are available at the Bureau. The following number 
of mats and proofs are being forwarded to your office under separate 
cover: 6.

As an additional means of securing widespread publicity
concerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines 
which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fugitives should 
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap­
tioned fugitive. The Bureau press release, copies of which are available 
in each office, along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be 
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be 
encouraged and special attention should be given to publications aimed 
at minority groups. ________ _  z>__ ——.

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



WANTED BY THE FBI

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI’s 
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to insure 
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to 
speed his location.

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten­
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger­
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders.

A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928, 
Ray is 5'10” tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and 
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school 
of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in­
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : sac, aaCRORAGS (137*98#)

FROM : SA ^B B. TRACKER

SUBJECT: um b. mnuAn

DATE. #/3O/68

□ Cl □ SI □ R (Prob)

®PCI □ PSI DR

Dates of Contact

Titles and File #s on which contacted 

wlAvIR - TOG.} XTOW______
J. L. IBMM # HIM.; AAAB_______
»> F. MARTIMt AM '_____________ 93-213_________
W JU and 6UW HWW| AM 93-214_________
tcm____________________________ 157-37_________
J. DEVAmnti RM_________________ #2-1677

Purpose and results of contact

^'Z^1 U5-®1Q
1 1 STATISTIC

lOMWl 91400| 1M| 88-209 
(R.S. directed to case agents)

h

», B. tag RMB| K - »?♦ 
SOBOW

Be C. moil for M 
RACIAL BATHERS 157-0

31-627

* It is noted 30 Hyl Mb elapsed since Wowsat 
wb lot contRct*d mbS tM* was due to the feet they® wr® 
no road tripe into Infomnt’i territory since h© was mat 
contacted.

| | Informant certified that he has 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact.

Rating

ran good
Coverage

i - 137-58#

1 - 31-627

WtBff 
W—

SANS
SEARCH lD.__.__j nDEXED

SKIALI^j^^^

MAY 11968
FBI—ANCHORAGE „



Al 137-58*

JitaMA mMm< tl»t S«bJ«rt la a era# MBbar 
I^OtH ^B Citi fi^bS vessel wFtntm t#MB«* li b 
not aware of m; assets of t#J#t»

taftniat aArlaat tM for (WMUateli ttm
fishing vassal "Dorotha Mm? Hur M this ymh! which 
mi seised wad sold by ths I. #♦ ftwraa#.

Informal advised Mt VXWM MBW m bo 
Ideated la th* tm of ths mil host harbor la Kodiak.

BJffiH

alerted
JAMBS KAMI. MT Who was Mkm to Ma by seas* description
•nd photograph.

1L1H
lafonaat advised he was unaware of any potential 

for a race riot er »t violence la Kodiak. lafomkat 
stated he weald be alert to de eKtloni of Minority droops 
and resort ear information.

au&m
Informal advised he was not Mswidtei with 

8#M» however, he was- ao^alatod with MX MW and 
Ms wife who operated fiehiag vessels cwt of Kodiak and 
Mower, Alaska.



Al 13T-58A

Informnt advised Me hue not seen the WMBT’i 
in recant months and their present whereabout® are unknown. 
Informal stated tee will be alert to Subject whose fugitive 
status was sale known to informant, ant he advised that he 
would report any pertinent information concerning the Subject

1L>&

Informant advised there is a W© sale, age 
approximately to, who is currently living in the T. T» 
»®« Trailer Court in Kodiak. XnforKant advised det
Just recently mun 5O®a returned to Kodiak in the 
ecsnp&ny of * Megro fimU, age approximately 39, who goes 
by the nene of DIOR M®6. - 108 it driving a 1968 gold 
Buick automobile around the town. The registered owner 
of this vehicle is unknown.

Informant advised that UBU JOHKOb is a 
hustler and he suspects that 1OB nay be a prostitute 
although he has no information indicating this st this 
Ub* Informal stated he will be alert to her activities 
and will report any pertinent information indicating she 
is prostituting herself.

*3*
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC# ANCHORAGE (137-563)

FROM : SA ^ |# FRAZIER

DATE: 4/30/158

□ ci □$! □ R (Prob)

□ R

SUBJECT: VIRGIL ARON 8TRAUT

g PCI □ PSI

Dates of Contact
4/24/63

Titles and File #s on which contacted

P. B. ___

M. P- MRTTMt Ara________________________ __
W.», and GLADYS BEREBTOPPi AFA__________ ____ 03-214--------------
NORKIN — ------- 157-47--------------

U46??J, DEVANEYt
Purpose and results of contact

|Jnegative 26.11561 115-391 91-3701 100^1451 91-400} 174-231 88.209^1
□ positive fe-w (R.8. directed to eat® agents)
□ STATISTIC '

KW f TOP TEN 

TEN DAYS OP PROTEST 
R. B. DR PUOHi HR - CONS?
SOBON

91-370 
100-2445
91400

H. C. J0M60I} TOP TEN 
RACIAL NATTERS 157-0

It 1® note# 30 Cape baa elapsed einee informant 
was last contacted and thia was due to the feet Were were 
no road tripe into infornant*® territory aInee he was last 
contacted.

] ] Informant certified that he has 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact.

Rating

VERY GOOD
Coverage

SAME

1

1 - 93.214 
1^-4^1677 
1 - 157-0

V- 157-37 
1 - SA CLARK 
JHFibff
W-----------

SEARCHED- INDEXED

SER1ALIZED_J^L_FILED_^

MAY 11968
FBI—ANCHORAGE



All 137-563

2il
Informal advised Im 1ms jut mmUr Ml KIKA 

. . Mho it a era* MMber aboard the crab flihUt
vessel "norther'll Oman. * Be was unaware of any assets of

mBNV and Ma wifb fiAWS. Both of Dm fornerly owned 
the' crab flaking retMl "Borotha Louise" until they loot

lafonwmt advised he did not believe that VXIXXAM 
■WW? had way Meet# at thia tine. B stated that he 
ma memre of any aetata for OA1H1 BBRttfaff unless the 
acoudred eowe at a result of the divorce in 19®?.

ajg^u
laformnt advised Subject etna*

doser^aticnand photograph. Be advieed he is acquainted 
willi MAX MW who has been a ecnnercial fisherman in and 
set of Bodish for the past several years. tOMOrr was 
ewrroikUy believed fishing in the Boeer, Alesha, area.

Znfornant was alerted to BubjoeVs fugitive 
status.

potential race riots or neb violence in Um Bodie* area.



AV 137-563

I^mmA iteUd he will be alert to the particular 
feellnga mV eaotloM of the Minority grcrapa la Kodiak cad 
will revert my pertiaeat iaforeatica.

SL1K
Xaformat waa alerted to the fugitive etatae of 

Subject MMES KHU BAT who wee wAmim to tie lafoxwwukt 
by »»> deeerlptiaa and photograph, Wwnat adriaad ho 
mil report any pertmcxit mrorwatioa.

•3*
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to sac # AHCHORAGB (137*583)

FROM : SA ^ g* ^gg

SUBJECT: vxcra f • nakconx

DATE: ||/3O/5g 

□ Cl □ SI □ R (Prob) 

QPCI [ J PSI OR

Dates of Contact

1M^8
Titles and fife #s on which contacted '

M. P. iMgai AM__________________ ___
WJL and 0UW8 MBTOWi AM _ _____23^814_________

____tLJfflMKjJH
Purpose and results of contact

® negative gs.u5g| 115*391 91-3701 100-2^51 §1400| 17**®3i 88^97i
□ positive 88-1888 (U.S. directed to case agents)
□ STATISTIC

w* 0# WAanmAMi 1W IM 
W MIS OF PROTEST
R. 0. fvWt OR * WW5” 
SOBOM
a. I. Wl) TOP TBS
1. C. MK»j TOP TIM 
MCXAL NAHM

100-2*45
91400

157-0

It ie noted 30 days Me elapsed since laformot 
was last contacted and this was due to the fact there were 
no road trips into intbrnant** territory since he was last 
contacted.

Coverage□J Informant certified that he has 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact.

Rating

VERT GOOD
1 - 137-583
1 - 93-213 
J • ML

®- 157-37
1 * M CURE 
JHFtbff

1 - 157-0



AB 137-583

BJ2H
Xnfornant was w*w at thia tte at mb race 

riot ar itob violence ystMHal la Kodiak co the part of 
any group. Informant will be alert to this Matter and 
will report any pertinent Information.

Wit 42^1677

Informant advised that ha was aware Subject was 
the son of NIX SINN?, a ecMmereial flstoiMi who operates 
wot of Kodiak and Boeer, Alaska* Informant was alerted to 
Subject's fugitive states and advised ho has neither seen 
nor heard from or of the Subject in the past year* fitfomat 
will be alert to Select and will report My pertinent 
intention to the WK.

BU5t2
ZsfbMst was alerted to the fugitive states 

of MB KAKI BAY who ms unknown to hie ay ant description 
and photodrafts* btovsed adtvised he im be alert to 
Subject and will ienodlately report any information 
eoneorniag hie that cones to his attention.

bjmi
Informant stated that Subject is employed as a 

Cww BNHMKk M0U8 wB 1IOTW WWwa WWBCfB ^NMI* iwW
CWsweiy 

any assets of Subject.

BUM*
and NANI BK18TN7 fron W to 1W. they owned and 
operated tin crab fishing vessel "borotha Ionise" in Wj 
and, following their divorce, the weasel was seised and 
sold by the I, 8. doveranent.

•t»



MT 137-583

Mm# Stated that WILLIAM BKRXSTOW Is 
etmwrtly unaqplcyad M atm mitet la Mist* Be 
BUM 0U0H JWW6W witi at th* Kadiak CoMrelil 
Coapaiqr la Kodiak.

Mm# Mima that WILLIAM HKJWOW is 
iMsdlaM at thia tiae ant ba la maum at any aasats 
©f BAWW Mnw taltM fa obtained tea as a 
result of bar dirarea in W ft® WHOM! M»W.




