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FD-3f (Rn. '.2-13-56)

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

TO:

FROM:

MURKIN

.F B I

Date: 4/24/68

. (Type in plain text or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

DIRECTOR (44-38861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

SAC, KANSAS CITY

00: Memphis

Enclosed for the 
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, 
State Penitentiary.

(44-760) (P)

Bureau are four copies of photograph 
which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri

Two copies of above-mentioned photograph are enclosed 
for each of the Continental Offices.

This additional photograph is being furnished, inas­
much as resemblance is quite different from previous photographs 
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify 
subject.

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
been located and interviewed in this matter.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS

3-Bureau (Enc. 4)
2-Each Continental Office (Enc. 2 e
2-Kansas City
RBH;lib

/^

SEARCH'

BOSTON

Approved Sent
Special Agent in Charge

M Per
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FILyU

PH 2 9196
FE^ —BOSTON

FD-36 (R«v. 12-13-56)

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

TO:

FROM:

MURKIN

F B I

Date: 4/24/68

(type in plain text or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

DIRECTOR (44-38861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

SAC, KANSAS CITY

00: Memphis

Enclosed for the 
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, 
State Penitentiary.

(44-760) (P)

Bureau are four copies of photograph 
which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri

Two copies of above-mentioned photograph are enclosed 
for each of the Continental Offices.

This additional photograph is being furnished, inas­
much as resemblance is quite different from previous photographs 
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify 
subject.

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
been located and interviewed in this matter.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3-Bureau (Enc. 4)
2-Each Continental Office (Enc
2-Kansas City 
RBH:lib

Approved: Sent

xZi

M Per
Special Agent In Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-MI

F B I

Date: 4/25/68

AIRTELVia
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

GMR/vtp

SentApproved:

requesting that all laundries determined to be using

1 - Each Continental Office
2 - Memphis

All offices discontinue efforts to locate inasmuch

4/18/68.to Bureau

”20R-3^ and LA

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code)

Thermo-Seal laundry marking machines be contacted in effort

TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) -P-

RE: MURKIN 
CR

Re ME airtel to All Continental Offices, 4/19/68

to locate laundry marking
Bureau, 4/18/68

teletype to

as laundry mark identified as coming from
City, California per Los Angeles teletype

laundry in Culver
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/V 68

Transmit the following in _______________________________  !
(Type in plaintext or code) *

TELETYPE URGENT 1Via _________________________  ___________________________ _.____________________________ I
(Priority) ।

TO : ATLANTA (44.-2386 )

FROM: BOSTON (157-6^)

MURKIN

RE ATLANTA TEL APRIL THIRTY LAST CONCERNING OUTDOOR 

TELEPHONE PAY STATION LOCATED KIRKPATRICK PHARMACY, ATLANTA.

ARTHUR S. LITTLE, MANAGER, KEARSARGE TELEPHONE CO., 

NEW LONDON, N. H., ADVISED THIS DATE TELEPHONE NO. AREA CODE 

SIX ZERO THREE - FIVE TWO SIX - EIGHT EIGHT EIGHT ONE, NEW 

LONDON, N. H., IS PAY TELEPHONE LOCATED IN BURPEE HALL, 

A DORMITORY AT COLBY JUNIOR COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, NEW LONDON, 

WHICH IS ATTENDED BY YOUNG GIRLS FROM WELL-TO-DO FAMILIES. 
f^OPdd' ZTdf^dz^ CT^/CA. ^/y :^l^/''-^y^D> t)l MP XiXiX^T^S .

BOSTON TAKING NO FURTHER ACTION UNTIL ADVISED BY ATLANTA 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

BTM:majj

Approved:
Special Agent in C

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Sent / ^ ^ ^l M Per



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/1/68
i

Transmit the following in________________   I
(Type in plaintext or code) I

TELETYPE URGENT |
Via-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ।

(Priority) ,

TO : DIRECTOR (44-38861)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)
MINNEAPOLIS

FROM: BOSTON (1^7-644)

MURKIN

RE DONALD STOUT - SUSPECT, CO-CONSPIRATOR.

RE SAN DIEGO TEL APRIL THIRTY LAST.

ROBERT MC HUGH, CITY MANAGER, NATIONAL CAR RENTAL CO., 

LOGAN AIRPORT, EAST BOSTON, MASS., ADVISED NO RECORD STOUT'S 

EMPLOYMENT HIS OFFICE. MC HUGH SUGGESTED MAIN OFFICE, NATIONAL 

CAR RENTAL, BE CONTACTED CONCERNING PAST AND POSSIBLE RECENT 

EMPLOYMENT STOUT BY NATIONAL CAR RENTAL CO.

MINNEAPOLIS AT MAIN OFFICE, NATIONAL CAR RENTAL, FIVE 

THOUSAND NORMANDALE RD., MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, CONTACT 

PERSONNEL DEPT. TO DETERMINE WHETHER STOUT PRESENTLY EMPLOYED 

AND OBTAIN BACKGROUND INFO WHICH WILL AID IN LOCATING STOUT.

EMPLOYEES, NATIONAL CAR RENTAL^ N AIRPORT, CANNOT

RECALL STOUT AS FELLOW EMPLOYEE RAY DISPLAYED

THIS DATE WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Special Agent i:
Sent----sW
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OPTIONAL FOtM NO. 10
MAY 1969 COITION 
G5A GIN. REG. NO. 27

1010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
ALL AGENTS

FROM SUPV. BERNARD T. MC CABE

DATE: 5/1/68

SUBJECT: MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)
Bureau 44"38861
Memphis 44-198?
Boston 157-644

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, aka
Earl James Ray, W. C. Herron, 
Earl James, James McBride, 
James O'Conner, James Walton, 
James Walyon, Jim, 
Eric Starvo Galt ___

JAMES EARL RAY, Inmate, Missouri State Penitentiary, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, escaped from the Penitentiary on 
4-/23/67. Investigation indicated RAY concealed himself in a 
bread box and escaped from a truck making delivery to an 
auxiliary farm. RAY was serving 20 years on a charge of 
Aimed Robbery - First Degree and for Operating a Vehicle 
without Owner's Consent. On 7/20/67, a Federal complaint 
was authorized by AUSA WILLIAM A. KITCHEN, Western District 
of Missouri, Kansas City, Mo., which was filed before the 
USC, Jefferson City, Mo,, charging RAY with violation of 
Title 18, Section 1073, U.S. Code. Warrant was issued.

JAMES EARL RAY and WALTER TERRY RIFE on 3/7/52,
burglarized the U. S. Post Office at Kellerville, Ill, 
and stole 66 blank U. S. Postal Money Orders which they 
passed during March, 1925, in numerous states, with the 
result that both were sentenced in USDC, Kansas City, Mo,, 
on 7/1/55, to USP, Leavenworth, Kansas. Subject RAY has 
been described as a loner and RIFE apparently is one of 
his few close associates, suggesting possibility they 
could have been associates in murder of DR. KING, and 
investigation also instituted in Kansas City airtel to 
Springfield 3/11/68 to develop background information 
regarding RIFE and to locate him for interview. _ z

CC: 66-161
BTM:maj
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BS 1^7-6H

Following is a description, of JAMES EARL RAY, as
furnished by the FBI Identification Division under FBI Number 
3O6U3A:

Race: 
Sex: 
DOB ;
BOB:

White

or 29

Height:
Weight: 
Complexion:
Eyes:
Hair:
Build: 
Occupation: 
Scars and Marks:

Addresses:

Decatur, Quincy or Alton, Ill. 
Approximately 5'10" 
174- lbs. (in Sept., 1966)
Ruddy
Blue
Brown
Medium
Laborer and Baker
Small scar on center of forehead 
scar in palm of right hand.
St. Louis, Mo., March, I960.
2015 Park, St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 1959 
Quincy, Ill., July 1955, Mar. 1955 
and April 1950;
Hotel Quincy, Quincy, Ill., Mar. 195.
Victor Hotel, Quincy, Ill. Mar. 1955 
853 West Fullerton, Chicago, Ill., 
May 1952;
805 Alby St., Alton, Ill., July 1951

Fingerprint 
Classification:
NCIC FPC:
Military Record

16 M 9 U 000 12 Ref. 9
M U W 101 

1613110012121112111 
JAMES EARL RAY, SN I
enlisted U. S. Army, Feb. 19^.6 at 
East St. Louis, Ill, and served on , 

active duty until 12/23/118, at which j 
time given general discharge as PFC 
at Camp Kilmer, N.J., by reason of 
ineptness and lack of adaptability 
for military service. Records also 
indicate he received treatment for 
gonorrhea and syphilis while a member 
of the military.
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BS 157-6144

Following is a description, of WALTER TERRY RIFE, FBI 
Number 4558766, as obtained from files of USP, Leavenworth:

Race: 
Sex;
Age: 
DOB:

White 
Male

|44

Height: 
Weight:
Hair:
Eyes:

161 lbs.
Brown 
Blue Gray

Subject RAY has been convicted of Robbery with Deadly
Weapon, has been confined in State Hospital, Fulton, Mo., in 1966 
and SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

-3-
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 571/68

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE..
(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT

(Priority)

TO : DIRECTOR (#-38861)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)
KNOXVILLE

FROM: BOSTON (1^7-644)

MURKIN

RE SUSPECT FRANK G. NILES.

RE RICHMOND TEL APRIL THIRTY LAST.

ON MAY ONE INSTANT, POSTMASTER EVERETT DEAL, ELLSWORTH

FALLS, MAINE, ADVISED FRANK H. NILES RECEIVED _MAIL AT P.O. BOX

ONE ONE SEVEN, ELLSWORTH FALLS, MAINE. BUT THIS MAIL IMMEDIATELY 

READDRESSED BY FRANK SMITH, MEMBER OF ANP PRESENTLY RESIDING . 

ELLSWORTH FALLS. FORWARDING ADDRESS PLACED ON MAIL BY SMITH 

REFLECTS NILES CAN BE REACHED CARE OF ED LEWIS, FIVE FIVE ZERO 

NINE PINELAWN, CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE.

KNOXVILLE ENDEAVOR TO ASCERTAIN CURRENT WHEREABOUTS OF 

NILES AND DETERMINE HIS ACTIVITIES DURING PAST FEW MONTHS. 

CONSIDER POSSIBILITY HE COULD BE CO-CONSPIRATOR INSTANT CASE.

g7Z/V 5^iP^ RfFl-F ^^

Approved: Ru Per
Special Agent ii/Opji

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO sac (1MM date: April 30, 1968

FROM SA SAMUEL T. ROEDELL

subject: MIRKIN

Re Butel to all SACS, lj/29/68

On h/30/68. Lieutenant ROGER BEAUDOIN, BCI, New Hampshire 
State Piilice, Concord, N.H., advised that his Agenoy does not maintain a 
file of unidentified latent fingerprints and he does not know of ary 
police d epartment in the State which maintains such a file*

STR/ (1)
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ENT

Memorandum
TO

SA RAYMOND G. ROSSFROM

MURKINsubject:

On April

Department advised that unidentified latent fingerprintsMaine police

developed .'by

area since April 23, 1907

RAY with negativewere compared with the fingerprints of JAMES EARL

results

44<Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108

the Bangor, Maine Police Department in connection with

unsolved criminal violations in the Bangor, Maine

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GO

date: h/30/68

30, 1968 WILLI ’M LANDER, Identification Officer, Bangor,

SAC 057-6UU)
Attn. SUPERVISOR BERNARD T. MC GABE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

^■t t.
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'<24^7 / J^^-tlC

Xyx'x^x^^

X XXXs^ X^

y^x/& X"X ^^ ^^^ .^^^^z-

x^<? JX X?, ^ /<//" ^ *

2^^^ XX-^X^-XX »^X^X'iX^X

xXxxx^---^^ ;

Xr^ XX X? X? X^^/e^^e^^ ^

XXX^ ^ X^^^X 7? 7~c//f^
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64]

Transmit the following in

Via

TO

F B I

Date: 5/2/68

TELETYPE

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

FROM:

MURKIN

MASS

DIRECTOR (1|4-38861)
MEMPHIS (44-1987) 
SAN FRANCISCO

BOSTON (1^7-644)

RE DONALD STOUT

RE SAN DIEGO TEL

TROOPER

ADVISED

WHOSE NAME MAY

LAWRENCE

SUSPECT, CO-CONSPIRATOR

MAY ONE LAST

HARDIN, MSP, LOGAN AIRPORT, EAST BOSTON

THIS DATE

HAVE BEEN

CONCERNING SOME PERSONAL

HE RECALLS INTERVIEWING INDIVIDUAL

STOUT DURING SEPT., SIXTY SIX

PROPERTY OF ANOTHER PERSON WHICH STOUT

ALLEGEDLY STOLE WHILE DRIVING ACROSS COUNTRY. HARDIN UNABLE

TO RECALL APPEARANCE OF STOUT

SAN FRANCISCO FORWARD PHOTO DONALD STOUT ^DISPLAY TO

TROOPER HARDIN AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS LOGAN AIRPORT

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

BTM:ma j 
(1) ^y

Approved: iZ^M Per
Special Agent i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/2/68

Transmit the following in ______________________________ ._________________________________ I
(Type in plaintext or code} I

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO : DIRECTOR (14-33861)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: BOSTON (157-6H)

MURKIN

REBUTEL APRIL TWENTY NINE LAST WHICH REQUESTED CHECKS 

WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES WHICH MAINTAIN UNIDENTIFIED 

LATENT FINGERPRINTS.

CHECKS OF IDENTIFICATION BUREAUS FOR MAINE, NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS STATE POLICE NEGATIVE.

CHECKS IN MAJOR PDS WHICH MAINTAIN UNIDENTIFIED LATENT 

FINGERPRINTS OBTAINED FROM INVESTIGATIONS OF CRIMES UNDER THEIR 

JURISDICTION INDICATE NO FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED SINCE APRIL 

TWENTY THREE, SIXTY SEVEN WHICH EVEN CLOSELY RESEMBLE THOSE 

OF SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

BTM:ma j^/j
(1) /T 1

Approved:
Special Agent in

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Sent^^
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. IC 
5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC (157-6^4-) date: ^/7/68

FROM SA WILLIAM H. CARPENTER

subject: MURKIN

On I4./3O/68, Lieutenant LOUIS CATALDO (NA), 
Director, Barnstable County Identification Division, 
Barnstable, Mass., which collects latent fingerprints 
from unsolved crimes in the Counties of Barnstable, 
Dukes (Martha's Vineyard Island), Nantucket (Nantucket 
Island), was contacted and requested to compare any 
of these latent fingerprints obtained from crimes 
committed subsequent to 1j/23/67 with those of subject 
JAMES EARL RAY.

On 3/2/68, Lt. CATALDO stated the comparison of 
latent fingerprints on file with his agency had been completed 
and none of these fingerprints resembled those of subject RAY.

Lt. CATALDO stated his office had no record of 
any automobiles stolen in the State of Georgia being 
recovered in the territory covered by his office since 
the date of 3/23/68.

WHC:ma j

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC (1^7-6#) date: 5/7/68

FROM IC RAYMOND J. RILEY

subject: MURKIN

A check of the records of the Rhode Island
State Police concerning automobiles stolen in the State 
of Georgia and recovered in the State of Rhode Island 
from the period, 3/23 to date, revealed that there were 
no cars recovered in the State of Rhode Island which 
had been previously stolen in the State of Georgia during 
this period.

The check of records was made by Trooper 
CLARENCE NADEAU.

RJR;maj 
(1)
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. ID
5010-104

Memorandum

FROM

subject:

SAC (157-61j4)

SA JOHN H. KENOYER

MURKIN

date: 5/7/68

On 5/2/68, Sergeant GALLANT, Maine State
Police Headquarters, Augusta, Maine, advised a comparison 
of fingerprints of subject RAY with those obtained from 
unsolved crimes in the State of Maine from 4/23/67 to the 
present was negative.

Sgt. GALLANT made a further check and determined
that there are no cars recovered in the State of Maine which 
had been stolen in the State of Georgia from 3/23/68 to the 
present time.

JHK:maj 
(1) /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




