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NOT DESIGNATE THE SPECIFIC PLACE ALTHOUGH HE SAID VM» 

HE KNEW HIM IN A PRISON SOMEPLACE. WILSON WAS SHOWN PHOTO 

OF JAMES EARL RAY, MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, 

NUMBER ZERO ZERO FOUR ONE SIX, AND RAY’S CLOSE ASSOCIATE, 

WALTER T. RIFE, KANSAS CITY SHERIFF’S OFFICE NUMBER TWO 

NINE SIX THREE SIX, TOGETHER WITH SIX OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS. 

WILSON INITIALLY PICKED BOTH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RIFE AND RAY AS 

BEING RAY AND THEN SETTLED ON PHOTO OF RIFE AS THAT OF RAY. 

HE WAS ALSO SHOWN COMBINATION OF PHOTO OF RIFE AND RAY 

TOGETHER AND HE CONTINUED TO IDENTIFY RIFE AS RAY.

WILSON DESCRIBED RAY AS BEING FIVE FOOT SIX OR SEVEN AND 
HE ALSO SAIDAS WAS PROBABLY YOUNGER THAN HIS OWN THIRTY 

SIX YEARS, ONE SIXTY POUNDS, WITH SCAR SOMEPLACE IN THE 

FOREHEAD AREA WHICH HE COULD NOT SEE IN PHOTOGRAPH OF RIFE. 

HE STATED RAY CONTINUALLY CHANGED HIS HAIR STYLE.

AVAILABLE INFO REFLECTS WILSON WAS RECEIVED NOVEMBER 

TWENTY ONE NINETEEN FIFTY ONE AT STATE PENITENTIARY, RAIFORD, 

FLORIDA FOR ESCAPE FROM COUNTY JAIL AND WAS LATER RECEIVED 

NOVEMBER SEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY ONE FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL
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INSTITUTE, TEXARKANA, TEXAS FOR MAIL THEFT AND FEDERAL P.Y. 

AND WAS TRANSFERRED FROM THERE TO FCI, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 

ON NOVEMBER TWENTY TWO NINETEEN SIXTY TWO. HIS LAST 

ARREST WAS AT SPRINGFIELD COLORADO BY THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

ON MAY TWO NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN FOR TRAFFIC VIOIATIONS. 

ABOVE INFORMATION IS NOT COMPLETE RECORD OF WILSON BUT 

RECORD DOES NOT CORRESPOND AT ANY POINT TO RECORD OF 

JAMES EARL RAY SO FAR AS KNOWN TO PHOENIX. WILSON DENIES 

ANY KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING KING’S ASSASSINATION OR ANY PLOT 

BY EXCONVICTS TO ASSASSINATE KING. WILSON ALSO DENIED I 

STATING RAY ORIGINAL TRIGGER MAN AND DENIED STATING THAT THE 

REAL KILLER WAS STILL IN ATLANTA. WILSON CLAIMS HE DID 

NOT STATE RAY WAS IN ANY SPECIFIC PLACE IN MEXICO BUT HAD 

MERELY COMMENTED THAT IF HE WERE RAY HE WOULD BE IN MEXICO.

WILSON QUESTIONED ABOUT IDENTITY OF ANONYMOUS CALLER.

HE INDICATED BY ATTITUDE HE HAD IDEA OF CALLER’S IDENTITY BUT 

STEADFASTLY REFUSED TO REVEAL SAME TO INTERVIEWING AGENTS. 

INTERROGATION INDICATED CALLER POSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO
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CLARENCE CLARK WHO WILSON STATED HE SERVED TIME WITH AT 

RAIFORD, FLORIDA. WILSON DESCRIBED CLARKE AS WMA, IN HIS 

FORTIES, SMALL EHIN BUILD, FIVE FEET ONE OR TWO INCHES, 

ONE THIRTY FIVE TO ONE FORTY POUNDS, GRAY HAIR.

PHOENIX CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF THERE 

IS ANY SUBSTANCE TO INFORMATION FURNISHED BY CALLER AND 

STATEMENTS MADE BY WILSON TO LIEUT. JACKSON.

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION WILL FURNISH ALL RECEIVING 

OFFICES COMPLETE IDENTIFICATION RECORDS OF JAMES EARL RAY 

FBI THREE EERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE A AND DAVID L. WILSON, 

FBI NUMBER SEVEN NINE TWO TWO FOUR TWO C. IDENT DIVISION 

ALSO REQUESTED TO SEARCH RECORDS ON BASIS OF NAME AND 

description HEREIN FOR IDENTIFICATION RECORD ON ONE 

CLARENCE CLARK WHO WOULD HAVE SERVED PRISON TERM AT RAIFORD, 

FLORIDA DURING PERIOD OF WILSON’S INCARCERATION THERE AND 

IF SUCH RECORD FOUND FURNISH SAME TO RECEIVING OFFICES.

JACKSONVILLE DIVISION CONTACT STATE PENITENTIARY, 

RAIFORD, FLORIDA AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY CLARENCE CLARK 

DESCRIBED ABOVE AND DETERMINE IF HE SERVED TIME WITH T 

WILSON. IF IDENTIFIED FURNISH IDENT DIVISION WITH
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APPROPRIATE NUMBERS WITH REQUEST THAT ALL RECEIVING OFFICES 

BE FURNISHED IDENT RECORD. ALSO FURNISH DETAILS OF 

WILSON’s INCARCERATION AT RAIFORD.

DALLAS DIVISION AT TEXARKANA WILL ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY 

CLARENCE CLARK (PHONETIC) DESCRIBED ABOVE AS INMATE OF 

THAT INSTITUTION APPARENTLY DURING NINETEEN SIXTY ONE AND 

WF- SIXTY TWO AND IF IDENTIFIED WILL REQUEST IDENTIFICATION 

DIVISION FURNISH COMPLETE ARREST RECORD TO RECEIVING OFFICES. 

DALLAS WILL ALSO SET OUT ANY NECESSARY LEADS TO LOCATE 

CLARK FOR INTERVIEW.

MEMPHIS ADVISE IF THERE IS ANY INDICATION OF CONSPIRACY 

OF EXCONS AS MENTIONED BY WILSON TO LIEUT. JACKSON.

KANSAS CITY WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION THROUGH GENERAL 

AVAILABLE SOURCES IN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY CLARENCE CLARK, 

PHONETIC, WHO IS BELIEVED TO POSSIBLY BE THE ANONYMOUS 

CALLER SINCE WILSON ALLEGEDLY TOLD LIEUT. JACKSON THE CALLER 

WAS FROM KANSAS CITY. NO LEAD BEING SET FOR KANSAS CITY 

RE LUFTON SINCE NOT LISTED IN POSTAL GUIDE. KANSAS CITY 

SHOULD UPON RECEIPT OF IDENT RECORD OF WILSON ATTEMPT TO
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VERIFY PLACE WHERE HE STATES HE WAS INCARCERATED DURING SUMMER 

OF SIXTY SEVEN FOR DWI AND WHERE HE MET RAY UPON HIS RELEASE.

LITTLE ROCK AT ELM SPRINGS ARKANSAS WILL THROUGH

WILLIS SHAW LOCATE GENE BRIS INDINE AND INTERVIEW BRIS INDINE 

CONCERNING ALLEGED ARREST AND INCARCERATION OF WILSON DURING 

SUMMER OF SIXTY SEVEN WITH PARTICULAR PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING 

LOCATION OF THE OCCURRENCE SINCE THERE IS NO LUFTON, MISSOURI 

IN POSTAL GUIDE.

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT TO SALT LAKE CITY AND DENVER IN 

VIEW OF PROSPECTIVE LEADS.

. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

11 Puts Lid onWyWanhuntHews ।)
WASHINGTON, April 22—(UPI)—The FBI clamped Missouri state prison and as,|n

a lid Monday on any public progress reports in the hunt 
for James Earl Ray, the accused sniper slayer of Dr.
Martin Luther King,

The strict “no comment” 
pcjicy was expected to prevail 
ursil the escaped convict is cap- 
tufed or some dramatic new de­
velopment occurs.

But the search for Ray, ac­
cused of masquerading under

the name of Eric Starvo Galt at 
the time Dr. King was assassi­
nated in Memphis, was being 
pressed not only in the United 
States but in Mexico and Cana­
da as well.

Various photos of Ray—as a 
convict who escaped from a

enrollee in a West Coast barten­
ders school — have been seen 
probably by millions since Fri­
day when the FBI identified 
him from a comparison with la­
tent fingerprints found in Mem­
phis where Dr. King was killed 
April 4.

Ill three television hetwolks 
hale displayed photographs4 of 
thl 40-year-old fugitive on nivs 
programs. Every major news­
paper and news magazine has 
published them as well. In addi­
ction, Ray’s picture was shown 
on the ABC network program, 
“The FBI,” Sunday night. It 
claims an audience of some 25 
million. .

Th| FBI said it was checking 
out lery lead produced by ths 
masfjve exposure but refused lb 
go beyond this non-commitjl
statement.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

MEMORANDUM

TO: ALE AGENTS AND INVESTIGATIVE CLERKS: DATE: 4/22/68

FROM; SAC

MURKIN

The Bureau has instructed that the following infor­
mation be ascertained: -

Within two work days after the close of each month 
the following information must be submitted to the Memphis 
Division:

1. Number of man hours spent on MURKIN, broken 
down as to regular hours, overtime hours, 
and total man'hours by following employees 
(separate figures for each.class.of employees 
shown:

a. . Specia" Agents
b. Clerical employees

2. Total mileage (estimated or actual) traveled by 
Bureau cars used on case, Include mileage fop 
cars traveling to and from other field offices 
on special assignment and any personally owned 
cars. '

3. Any unusual or out of ordinary cost, such, as 
chartering airplane, rental of special office 
space, leased telephone lines, etc. These expenses 
should be itemized and cost of each item shown.

4, Peak number of Special‘Agents1 working on case 
during month for which report is submitted.

The‘above information for the month.of April.must be 
compiled and submitted to the Memphis Division within two work 
days after 4/30/68.

/0-157-2O3

1-66-17
1-Each Agent and l.C,
1-Chief Clerk
1-Steno Supervisor .
JFM:hgW
(65) V

.Memo 05 2
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ON 157-203

The requested information, by categories, must b.e 
furnished Memphis, even in the event each category is zero, 
or if po work is performed on the MURKIN case during the 
month.

In view of the above instructions, and in order to 
eliminate unnecessary paper work, each Agent and Investigative 
Clerk who has worked on the MURKIN case during April to date 
should submit a routing slip to SA ADSIT, who is the case 
Agent, in thia matter, setting forth the pertinent information.

Any Agent or Investigative Clerk working on the MURKIN 
case in the future should.indicate on the bottom of any 
memorandum prepared by jhim-setting out results of investigation 
the cost data requested which was incurred during the course of 
that investigation.

The Chief Clerk and Stenographic Supervisor should set 
up a control system so they will be able to furnish pertinent 
information to SA ADSIT, pursuant to the instructions set forth 
above,

Where actual hours spent cannot be compiled, then 
the estimated hours spent should be used.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO: ALL AGENTS

FROM: SAC

DATE: 4/22/68

SUBJECT: MURKIN

All Agents have now been provided with copies of the 
wanted flyer concerning ERIC STARVO GALT and JAMES EARL RAY.

The wanted flyers contain a complete description 
of this individual as well as aliaises used by him.

Everyone- immediately alert all Criminal Informants, 
Potential Criminal■Informants, Security Informants, Potential 
Security Informants, Racial Informants, Racial Sources, etc., 
to be on the alert for possible information concerning RAY.

This information obviously should be forwarded to 
contacting Agent immediately.

I again want to xwinind all Agents that any leads 
receive^ in this?, case must be covered within twenty-four hours 
and 4f it is necessary to set forth leads for other offices 
that must be done by telephone or teletype.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

1-157-203
1-66-17
1-Each Agent
JFM:hg •
C61) .
Memo #15 3-
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

E Radio □ Teletype
URGENT ^-23-68 CRT

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR (222114)

MURKIN

REMEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL ONE NINE LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND 

DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED BANK 

ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE ITSP VIOLATIONS) 

OCCURRING AFTER APRIL TWO THREE ONE NINE SIX SEVEN. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE 

CONSIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED 

TELEPHONICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION.

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS 

SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT’S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN BANK 

ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED AGAINST LATENTS 

SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURGLARY VIOLATIONS.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (157-203) date: 4/23/68

FROM : SA THOMAS H. WISEMAN

subject: MURK IN

Re Memorandum to SAC from SA JERRY A. KING dated 
4/20/68.

Mr. arid Mrs. M. L. HOLLAND, co-owners of the Holland 
House, Golden, Colorado, on April 22, 1968, advised SA THOMAS 
H. WISEMAN that they are both on duty at the Holland House from 
approximately 6:00 a.m. to approximately 10:00 p.m. each 
day and are familiar with most of the guests there. A 
photograph of JAMES EARL RAY was displayed to them and they 
advised they have seen no one resembling RAY at the Holland 
House. Mrs. HOLLAND advised that their records show only 
four people checked into the Holland House during the night 
of 4/18-19/68, and they are as follows:

PHILLIP A. COCHENHAM 
1204 James Lane 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
(2 in party)

JAMES CESARIO 
1919 First Avenue 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska 
(2 in party)

Mrs. HOLLAND stated CALIXTO CANCHOLA was the Night Clerk on 
duty from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. , 4/19/68.

On April 22, 1968, CALIXTO CANCHOLA, clerk,
Holland House, Golden, advised that he was on duty from 
10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., 4/18-19/68, and that only four 
people registered in the motel during this period of time. 
He advised that PHILLIP A. COCHENHAM and JAMES CESARIO, 
each accompanied by his wife, registered at about midnight. 
He stated he has seen no one answering the description of 
JAMES EARL RAY at the motel. He advised that in the early
hours of the morning of 4/19/68, he doe 
Cab driving to the employees’ quarters

5010-108-01

DM 157-203
THW:pmb 
(1) , '

/O'?-7 a 3-y^
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DN 157-203

however, he did not observe who got out of the cab.. Mr. 
CANCHOLA could furnish no further information.

2
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

SAC, DENVER (157-203) (P)

SA BILL E. PEMBERTON

date: 4/23/68

subject: MURK IN

Re: Memo from JOHN R. WANDS to SAC, 4/20/68.

On April 22, 1968, SA BILL E. PEMBERTON attempted 
to contact Mrs. DORIS BYERS, 1130 Logan Street, Denver, Colo. 
The manager of the apartment building located at 1130 Logan, 
advised that Mrs. BYERS works during the day and could be 
contacted after 6 o'clock.

The apartment manager was displayed photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT and questioned as to whether a tenant 
in the building, ROBERT CATHEY, resembled the photograph 
of GALT. The apartment manager stated in his opinion 
the FBI Wanted Flyer photograph of GALT did not resemble 
ROBERT CATHEY. The manager advised that CATHEY at present 
is not employed, and in fact, was visiting the apartment 
manager and his wife at the time of the interview.

ROBERT CATHEY was interviewed at 1130 Logan, 
Denver, and advised that he was in Denver seeking employ­
ment and making preparations to attendtthe Colorado School 
of Trade, Gunsmithing school, in the summer of 1968. CATHEY 
advised that his date of birth is and he
was employed by the Louisiana State Patrol from January 10, 
1961, to April 21, 1968. He also stated that he has been in 
the area prior to April 21, 1968, but was on vacation from 
the Louisiana State Patrol; and his resignation was not ef­
fective until April 2, 1968. He further stated that his 
family resides in Arcadia, Louisiana and that ss soon as 
he finds gainful employment, he plans to bring his family 
to Denver to reside with him.

Visual observation and interview of CATHEY by SA 
BILL E. PEMBERTON repealed CATHEY does not resemble ERIC STARVO 
GALT, nor does CATHY have scar in center of his forehead or in 
palm of his right hand. The following description was obtained 
of ROBERT CATHEY by personal observation and interview:
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DN 157-J

Name 
Date of bir-1 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Ha ir
Eyes 
Occupation 
Past employs

ROBERT KENNON CATHEY

185
Medium to Heavy
Black “
Brown
Unemployed

sent Louisiana State Police Patrolman
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC, DENVER date: |j/23/68

SA LAWRENCE L. LOCKWOOD

subject: wjrkin

At 2:l[5 PM, on this date, Mr. DAVID THURSTON, Continental 
Finance Company, lljUU Chester Street telephonically advised 
SA LAWRENCE L. LOCKWOOD that JAMES EARL RAY or a person 
who looked very much like him was presently eating lunch 
at the White Spot, E. Colfax and Chester Sts, Aurora. 
THURSTON advised that the subject was wearing a heavy overcoat? 
and was sitting in the 3rd or Uth booth facing Colfax.

SA CARTER, Car iLp was contacted on the radio and requested to 
proceed to the White Spot at 2:1^6 PM.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES C 'ERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC (137-9) DATE: 4-20-68

FROM SA Rippe
I I R (Prob)

□ PSI

SUBJECT DM L03-C

Dates of Contact
3-22; 4-5-68; 4-8-68

Titles and File #s on which contacted
O1 3063 - Unsub; Burt Savings Bk., Burt, la. 3-5-60 BB 

Unsub; 1st St. Bk, Billings, Okla. 3-1;-6b BB 
Unsub;— IsL Fed S &L, SffTf Lake-City-3-7-68 HK 

TlHam Garrin Alien, aka FUG. ^ 1|31 Tn 1|1A9 TOP TPM

91-3W 
91 -3-063-

RBR 
??R

88­
91

C

c

-6530 - Charles Lee Herron, aka FUG. tr 132 TOP £EN
-3072 - Unsub; Valley Natl. Bk., Phobnix, 3-18-68 BR
-3073 - Ungub;--Kat-Bn-of-De-Moinea-3-20-68-BR--------  --
1-3075 - Unsub: South Side FED S & L, KC, M0. 3-20-68 BB .
Purpose and results of contact
l*^^G^Tyv?ub; Valley Natl. Bk., Phoenix, Ariz. 3-18-68 BR

□ POSITIVE
□ STATISTIC

2J?

r.o- 
RS

RBE

B8-5«U1 ” HOWARD CALLENS JOHNSON, AKA FUG TOP TEN UFAP 
01-3076 - DAVID EVANS, aka FUG. TOP TEN BR

SB 3
RBR

S-22-68 - Contacted on above cases; negative; no suspects 
Routing slips to agents.

157-203 - ML IRK IN On 4-5-68, CI stated has heard discussions
about ’’retaliation", but persons doing talking were younger 
people, in teens and early 20s. Stated average Negro resident 
of Denver pays little attention to these youngsters, who are 
primarily troublemakers, irrespective of any racial incident, 
and who are always looking for a reason to cause trouble.

j CI will advise of any concrete information developed.

137-9
157-41 
157-S3 
157-203

PC | Informant certified that he has 
furnished all infonnation obtained 
by him since last contact.

Rating
V.G.

no change

Coverage
38-91-157

>

•JZElL

FBI — DENVER
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157-38 - POSSIBLE RACIAL 7I0LENCE 
RACIAL MATTERS

On 4-8-68, CI stated Negro area has a lot of ’’rumors” 
concerning possible ’’trouble”, but reiterated it is just talk, 
and no substance to the rumors. CI indicated that the average 
Negro does not give credence to this type of rumor, since the 
source of such gossip are the younger Negroes, who will make 
trouble regardless of the "cause” involved. qj said 

these youngsters are not community leaders, and have no 
voice in Negro matters, and anything these youngsters do, 
will be a spontaneous thing, and not reppesentative of the 
thinking of the Negro community.

MI SC.

Ci indicated the possibility of taking a trip to 
Chicago in the next few weeks to visit afriend.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : RAC, oANVAR (157-203) date: V2V&8

FROM : SA SCAN . ADSIT

subject: iAURI'IIT

Re nemo from ASAC NORLNY 1/22/68 concerning ALBERT H.
JAI2.S, and nemo of SA Barry Sikes, I4./23/68 indicating that JAH'S 
also used name "JiSSi" and was driving 1965 Haroon Mercury, 1968 
Colo, license RY 5225.

On l|/23/68, Hrs. JAI1 REINA, Jefferson County DI<V, 
advised writer that RY 5225 was listed to ALBERT H. JAPES, 
10020 W. 13th Place, Lakewood, Colo.

ALB ART H. JA10A was interviewed Ry writer at his 
residence on l;/23/68. It was observed that he is 6’5” or taller, 
weighs about 200 lbs, and, while he has dark hair, does not closely 
resemble photographs of RAY/GALT or RIAS. JAYNJ said he uses toe 
nick name of "JES 3” and produced Ais business card which carried 
the name. The card shows that he is in the business of buying, 
selling, reproducing and restoring guns and has federal 03 rearms 
healer License No cl|_”3977. Ro indicated he has been in business 
in Leaver for several years. be is bis wi ry st
novae at tec time of the interview.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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0-9 (rtfev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/23/68
Transmit the following in .___________________________________________________________________ __

(Type in plaintext or code)

Airtel
(Priority)

To: SAC’s, Denver (157-203) 
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Denver airtel 4/18/68.

The remaining unidentified latent fingerprints
and the latent impressions in this case are not identical with 
the fingerprints of Donovan Leon Curtis, FBI #969833D. No 
palm prints are available in our Identification Division files 
for Curtis.

Sent Via ____________________________________ ._ _M Per .—.-------------------------------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/29/68

AW

To: SAC’#, Denver (157-203)
Memphis (44-1887)

From: Director, FBI (44-98861)

MURKIN

Re Deaver airtel 4/18/68.

The remaining unidentified latent fingerprints 
and the latent impressions in tills case are not identical vith 
the fingerprints of Donovan Deon Curtis, FBI#969898D. No 
palm prints are available in our Identification Division files 
for Curtis.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/22/68

AIRTEL

00: Memphis

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242XP)

RE: MURKIN
CR

Re Denver teletype to Memphis and San Antonio 
4/15/68.

Inquiry at the Fort Brown Motor Hotel. Brownsville, 
Texas, on 4/15 and 16/68 revealed the only guest fitting the 
description furnished by WILLIAM CONWAY, Colorado Springs 
Colorado, was that of a guest registered as WILLARD MESSICK 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, who was arrested by the local police 
department.

COP GUS 0. KRAUSSE, FBI HA, on 4/17/68 advised 
WILLARD MESSICK was arrested 2 p.m. , 4/15/68. on two counts 
of swindling by worthless check, at which time MESSICK 
claimed to'be from Jacksonville, Florida. On being finger­
printed, he admitted true identity as JACK CHARLES THIESEN 
wanted in State of Michigan for parole vioiatian. THIESEN 
described as white maLe; *g*36; bora Escambia,
Michigan; 5'Hi:; 310 pounds; brown hair-, hazel eyes. He is 
being held in the local county jail. Brownsville, Texas, on 
$2,000 bond set on each of the two charges and a detainer 
has been placed for the State of Michigan.

Information copy submitted

2-~ Memphis
/l Denver

SA
JR'?/; fes
(5)
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530 Downing Street 
uen.er, Colorado 80218 
2u April 1968

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Denver, Colorado

Dear oirs:

Since talking with you on the telephone this afternoon about the 
following matter, I have had second thoughts which call for some 
amplification of the point made.

I suggested that the alias of Eric Starvo Galt might be derived 
from one of the Ian Fleming mysteries in the following manner:

Auric — Eric
Stavro Starvo
Goldfinger Galt (alteration of the German "Gold" or 

"Geld", pronounced gelt)

On the other hand, if you take the literal German meaning of 
Galt, you get something else. In this case, Galt rneansinflamation of 
the udder, or, carried over, barren. Convert Starvo to starving and 
you get some wierd sense out of that.

If there is anything to this, it might mean that the man Ray, or 
whoever gave him the name, is subject to the crackpot fantasies found 
usually in ^nglish literature departments.

On the other hand, jay be Lhe crackpot element here is this letter.

°incerely,

Max rio be >

CnJd /: f

SEARCHED 

SERIALIZED.
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

Federal Office Building

Denver
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M... Mote
530 Downing otr 
Denver, 80218
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

King Case
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.-(UPI) ________ ________ „

—Tie search for foe slayer ol conspiracy has been issut 
foe Rev. Dr. Martin Luther against Galt, and police/ 
King Jr. has taken another mys- , where
terious twist and was turned to- SM a sniper

Galt with.ward Florida Tuesday.
The FBI Monday night issued^®’*; 

a pickup order for prime sus­
pect Eric Starvo Galt and asked® 
that it be transmitted to all tew 
enforcement agencies in Flor- | 
ida. The order said Galt was
wanted for “civil rights con­
spiracy” and had used the 
aliases of Harvey Lowmyer and 
John Willard.

It made no mention of James 
Earl Ray, the 40-year-old es­
capee from the Missouri State 
Prison whom FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover said fingerprints 
had proved was the same per­
son as Galt. “Ray-and Galt 
are identical," Hoover said last 
week.

The FBI in Miami refined 
comment. Earlier Monday, the 
FBI to Washington damped a 
lid on any public progress re­
port on the manhunt The policy 
was expected to prevail until a 
suspect is captured or some 
dramatic new development oc­
curs.

Ray was placed on the list 
ef the FBI’s 10 most wanted 
criminate Saturday, and alerts 
have been issued in Canada and 
Mexico as wdl as the United 
States.

The Florida alert was the 
site’s second in 12 days 
G*. On April 11, the day

i Mustang car re 
was found

to

Atlanta, the m t«aiei * “te-

eate and observe” order for 
tin Florida. Aiba* 1*1' ।

: later, it W 
foe FBI indicated late fce 
r was a mistake. I

A Miami police official was 
skeptical of the current alert’s 
failure to mention Ray’s name, f

“Maybe in about another^ 
week the correction will 
up wifo the message,” he sa

A federal-warrant

^|tet advised, 
sought tn e< 

, wherein 
shot. Consider 

erous.” 
I Galt as white, 
l to 5-10 in height, 

Fw hazel eyes and
brown hair. One distinguishing 

i mark, the FBI said, is a notice­
ably protruding left ear.

) the FBI alert said Galt “is 
reportedly a lone wolf and al-

i legedly attended a dance in­
. struction school, and has re­

portedly completed a course 
inbartending.”
WOMAN SOUGHT

In Los Angeles, the FBI was 
reported trying to find a blonde 
woman who Was dating James 
Earl Ray before Ray disap­
peared from Southern Califor­
nia. , -

The FBI office declined to 
comment on the report

However, the woman was

®y
fore King’s assassination.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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^oy Sought Kin^ 

‘BountyBuddy Says
t DALTON, Ga,., April 23—(UPI)-»A 
frison buddy ef j&nife Earl Ray Jd 
Tuesday when Ray heard there wasTa 
fmillion-dollar bounty” on Dr. Marin

^’’ he sm*led and said 
111 collect it.”

a 42,-year-°ld fugitive from the Mis­
souri State Prison, is accused by the FBI of 
assassinating Dr. King in Memphis on April 4.

if was learned Tuesday that the 
FBI had investigated reports that Ray, mas­
querading as Eric Starvo Galt, met two wom­
en ?? hotel 016 weekend after the slaying. 
. "he FBI Impounded three water glasses 
from the Briarcliff Hotel the week Dr King 

and showed a desk clerk pictures 
of Galt. The clerk said he recognized the pic­
ture as the man who rented the room the Sun­
day after the slaying.

The next day an attractive young brunet ar­
rived at the room and the following day anoth­
er young woman, wearing steel-rimmed glass­
es and dressed like a hippie, joined the other 
two, the clerk said.

The FBI has interviewed two Atlanta cab 
drivers who said they drove a man resembling 
Galt around the hippie district about the same 
time.

In the Dalton jail, Raymond Curtis, *10, 
ay aiting appeal on a murder sentence, saidjhe

ha# known Ray in the Kansas City jail, in fjd- 
eral prison at Leavenworth, Kan., and in fte 
state prison at Jefferson City, Mo.

He described Ray as likeable, addicted to 
“dope,” a “loner” and a man concerned only 
with money.

On the day President Kennedy was assassi­
nated—Nov. 23, 1963—Curtis said he, Ray, and 
about 150 other prisoners were in an exercise 
yard when they heard the news.

He said Ray remarked “Well, somebody 
made a pretty penny on that.”

About a week later, Curtis said, he and Ray 
were in the yard when “a new man just in off 
the street” told them “the businessmen’s asso­
ciation has a million dollar bounty out for 
Martin Luther King.”

Ray smiled, Curtis recalled, and said “If 
there’s a million dollars out for King, I believe 
if I ever get out I’ll collect it.”
| Curtis said he never figured out what the 
Tnew man” meant by the “businessmen’s a^ 
lociation.” He said he couldn’t remember whd 
lie man was. ]
’ “I didn’t think much about it at the time. M 
prison, you hear all sorts of hellacious. ideas, 
said Curtis, a tall, rawboned man.

Authorities in Jefferson City confirmed that 
Curtis and Ray were in prison at the saiie 
time. Authorities in Dalton said the FBI hid 

, interviewed Curtis on Sunday and again M®- 
day night. It refused comment on the matter 
. Curtis said Ray told him “he always car­

ried^ gun. He was always interested in mo­
ney, Curtis said, but never mentioned racial 
Jatters.

“He never made no statements of any kiid 
a group,” Curtis said. “He was a loner.” T 
Ray couldn’t “make a long conversation *1- 

!^,s he was Planning something,” said Curls.
H LWas planning something, you could bet 

they d be thorough plans.” Ray. he said, mas­
terminded things “that would be small things 
outside, but were pretty big jobs in prison”— 
siu:h as the theft of eggs and drugs and cigar­

. H^ said Ray t0W Mm that if he ever wanted 
to kill someone, he would buy a gun under a 
false name, and have everything ready for an 
?Sc^pe- ^'He used to talk a lot about escaping 
to New Zealand, Brazil and Argentina ” Curtis 
said.

“I wouldn’t consider him dangerous,” Cur­
tis said. "He didn’t look for trouble. ’

“Of course, I’m not saying he wouldn’t 
shoot you if you ran up on him now.”

Curtis said he first met Ray in 1955, when 
he was serving time for bank robbery and 
My for forging postal money orders, in tie 
Kansas City jail. He said they were trant 
fired to Leavenworth, where Ray “played!

of miniature golf.” |
J They met again when Curtis was sent Io 
Jefferson City on a 10-year armed robbery 
conviction.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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^ Tighten Gun Bill J

rr\HE difficulty of enforcing laws against 
x ^e m’suse ^ firearms is demonstrated.

by the apparent actions of James Ear! 
I ay, 40, named last week by the FBI as a sus­
pect in the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King?

There is strong public sentiment in favor of 
tightening controls over the sale of guns, ac­
cording to the latest Harris survey. Control 
legislation has been before Congress for more 
than a year, the survey reported, but opposi­
tion from the National Rifle Association an<k 
other groups has prevented a vote on it.

Aether or not Ray is found guilty of the 
killing, it appears from facts presented so far 
that he violated a 1938 gun law.

The Federal Firearms Act of 1938 provides 
penalties up to $2,000 or five years in prison 
for violations of its provisions. The provisions 
make it unlawful for Ray, as a convict and 
fugitive from justice (Ray fled the Missouri 
Penitentiary last year), to buy a firearm and 
carry it across state lines. Evidence indicates 
Ray purchased a weapon in Alabama and 
transported it to Memphis, Tenn., where King 
was slain.

Ironically, while this old law has teeth in it, 
two proposed laws in the U.S. Senate would 
not have prevented Ray from obtaining the 
gun he is charged with misusing.

The two bills—one backed by Sen. Thomas 
Dodd, D-Conn., the other by Sen. Roman 
Hruska, R.-Neb.—are aimed more in the di­
rection of halting promiscuous mail order 
sales of firearms.

TOUT there is a provision in the Hruska bill 
requiring foolproof identification of a pro­

spective mail order purchaser (the dealer can 
go to jail, too, if he accepts false information). 

? It appears reasonable to suggest that this prp- 
! vision be extended to all gun purchases, mail 
•order or over-the-counter. ;
; This would be a form of registration, which 

^gun groups oppose, but it seems a wise pre^ 
caution to take. /

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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ih I sic

X .ASSISTANT police chief in Memphis 
r~ Wd tiiis week he was confused about

—’ searLi for the killer of Dr. Martin
LaiN; l.:..j Lwgine, then, the confusion of 
the rest of she nation.

Two csvs after King’s death, U.S. Atty. Gen. 
Ramsey Clark mid in Memphis the police 
wore “very close” to the killer. But almost 
three weeks have gone by since then without 
much indication of an early arrest.

Formnate’y the Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation is now satisfied it has identified a 
fugitiva suspect: James Earl Ray, also known 
as Eric S.m;j Galt. This may go a long way 
toward tlsgdiijj the public’s bewilderment 
and concern about the greatest national man­
hunt of recent times.

Obviously when Ramsey Clark spoke so op- 
timisiRally in the early hours of the investiga­
tion ho was trying to reassure people that 
every.’.ilng possible tvas being done. Unfortu­
nately his promise of an early arrest came to 
have a hollow ring as day after day went by.

At the same time, private and public in­
vestigators were pouring out a great, indigesti­
ble mass of fac; and fancy about the King 
case. The waw man, they said, was in his . 
20s—or 1 I ..a 00s; he had black hair—or 
sandy hair; he was a nondrinker—or he liked 
vodka an;. 1 cor; ne was about 5 feet 8—or close 
to 6 feet

Even echoes and close-mouthed FBI 
had to saw, -M check its signals a few times.

Ca April 12, the FBI issued—then abruptly 
canceled—ar. order to find a man known as

A Aw days later, after “Galt” was formally 
chc.yd in court, the FBI said he apparently, 
hob in California in 1004 and 1065. But 
it f V w out tb.e man identified as James 
Erm -my ;;d boon in prison in Missouri in 
thw y - . So the California link of 1954-65

“Galt’s” fingerprints match those of F,ay 
in the FBI files, the agency says.

Whoever this man is, of course, he is ‘not 
convicted of anything. But some of the con­
fusion of tins long investigation will be re­
solved if be can be found and questioned. >

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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w ..uficiently convinced
.t H:;y“Galt” on its list 

u nlives. The official doscrip- 
irci.lated is this: born I I 

. 5 feet 10 inches tall, weigh- 
.;.L, blue eyes, medium com­

?, hair, probably cut shert, 
:e center of the forehead and 
right hand, a noticeably pro-.
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GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC (1^7-203) date: l|/?3/68

FROM SA JE RY A. KING

subject: MUR KIN

Re Memo of EDWARD N. HAWKINS, dat^d I4/22/68

DWIGHT LATHAM, 33711 S. Washington, Englewood, 
Colorado advised that his father owns the house 
at 3^71 So. Washington and that he (Latham) mnages
it for his father. LATHAM stated that 
CORDELL resides at 3071 So. Washington 
husband and son live with her. LATHAM 
son moved in approximately a week ago.

one LENA 
and that her- 
stat d that the

LATHAM was shown a photo of subject and he statd^ 
that there was no person identical to th’s photo living 
at 3071 So. Was: ington.

Mrs. LENA C0RDFLL was contacted concerning her 
son and at this time she made availabe a picture of 
he1" son, ROBERT CORDELL, who works ROr Gemo Mfg. Co. 
This picture was shown to LATHAM, who identified the 
picture as her son and by observation of this picture 
and LATHAM’S statement it was ascertained that there 
is n^ one at 3071 So. Washington identical to subject.

V

5010-108-01
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GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (157-203) date: 4/24/68

from : ASAC MORLEY

subject: MURKIN

As/d result of information set forth in Memphis air- 
tel of X/12/68, and file review based on the name of.CURTIS 
DONAV^N. as set forth in that airtel, I contacted SA SIKES 
and requested him to contact the Sheriff’s Office in Logan 
County, Colorado, for information relating to CURTIS since 
Denver file 62-0-9830 indicated CURTIS had been arrested in 
Sterling, Colorado, on a morals charge. I specifically 
asked SIKES to get a photograph of CURTIS. It is noted 
that photographs of CURTIS were also obtained from the 
Denver Police Department and submitted to Memphis by Denver 
airtel 4/16/68 for display to Memphis attorney THOMPSON to 
see if CURTIS was the unknown subject who contacted THOMPSON 
on the morning of 4/11/68, concerning the assassination of 
KING.

Attached is a photograph of CURTIS, as well as the 
Logan Counjf Sheriff’s Office file card on DONOVAN LEON 
CURTIS., which sets forth background informatibn on tKat 
individual.

It is noted concerning above-mentioned 4/16/68, 
airtel that I telephonically contacted SAC JENSEN on 4/18/68, 
and asked Memphis to expedite handling of the request in the 
airtel since other Denver investigation was being conducted 
incidental to the request in their airtel of 4/12/68.

The attached photograph and identification record 
on CURTIS received from the Logan County Sheriff’s Office 
are being retained for possible future reference.

2-157-203
JFM:hg
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SAC (157-203) 4/24/68

ASAC MORLEY

MURKIN

As a result of information set forth in Memphis air- 
tel of 4/12/68, and file review based on the name of CURTIS 
DONAVAN, as set forth in that airtel, I contacted SA SIKES 
and requested him to contact the Sheriff’s Office in Logan 
County, Colorado, for information relating to CURTIS since 
Denver file 62-0-9830 indicated CURTIS had been arrested in 
Sterling, Colorado, on a morals charge. I specifically 
asked SIKES to get a photograph of CURTIS. It is noted 
that photographs of CURTIS were also obtained from the 
Denver Police Department and submitted to Memphis by Denver 
airtel 4/16/68 for display to Memphis attorney THOMPSON to 
see if CURTIS was the unknown subject who contacted THOMPSON 
on the morning of 4/11/68, concerning the assassination of 
KING.

Attached is a photograph of CURTIS, as well as the 
Logan County Sheriff’s Office file card on DONOVAN LEON 
CURTIS, which sets forth background information on that 
individual.

It is noted concerning above-mentioned 4/16/68, 
airtel that I telephonically contacted SAC JENSEN on 4/18/68, 
and asked Memphis to expedite handling of the request in the 
airtel since other Denver investigation was being conducted 
incidental to the request in their airtel of 4/12/68.

The attached photograph and identification record 
on CURTIS received from the Logan County Sheriff’s Office 
are being retained for possible future reference.

2-157-203
JFM:hg 
(2) (

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GO . ^RNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, DENVER (157-203) (P) date: lp/23/68

FROM : SA ALVIN W. BERRY

subject: MURKIN

RE: Denver teletype to Boston, 4/19/68.

On Lp/19/b8, WILLIAM ELLIS, Manager, Antlers Plaza Hotel, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, advised that a maid out his hotel, 
OPAL KANCHEL, had advised his executive housekeeper, BILLY KRAFT, 
that an individual that occupied room 11120 at the Antlers from 
4/15/68 - 11/18/68, bore a strong resemoelence to the photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT which she had seen in the local newspaper 
the morning of 11/19/68.

ELLIS stated that the individual to whom KANCHEL was refer- 
ing had cheked in/on 11/15/68 at 10:31 AM, listing his name as 
_J OSEPH A MURPHY/ 4.7 Samoset St., Boston, Massachuce tts, method 
oftranspoPTaTTon as b us.

ELLIS continued that this individual had checked out on 
11/18/68 at 10/20 AM, paying his bill of $14.t!8 in cash. ELLIS 
pointed out that this consisted of 3 days room rent, 6 local 
telephone calls and tax.

ELLIS stated that no records or kept of local calls as they 
are dialed direct from the various rooms of the hotel.

On 11/19/68 ROGER TERRILL, night manager, Antlers Plazq Hotel, 
advised that he had checked the individual using the name MURPHY 
both in and out of room 11120. TERRILL explained that his initials 
appear on the registration card for both dates, 11/15/68 and 11/18/68.

TERRILL stated he could not recall anything about tnis in­
dividual other than that he was Mordinary looking” and had only 
a small ”gym type” canvas bag. - f

On 11/19/68 BILLY KRAFT, executive housekeeper, Antlers Plaza 
Hotel, advised that on tnis morning she had been advised by one 
of her maids at the hotel, OPAL KANCHEL, that the individual who 
had checked out of room 11120 on 4-/18/68 bore a strong resembelence 
to the photo of ERIC STARVO GALT which sne had seen in the morn­
ing newspaper. KRAFT continued she made tnis fact known to the

5010-100-01
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manager, WILLIAM ELLIS.

KRAFT pointed out that KANCHEL had been employed by the 
hotel since its opening, approximately one year, and seemed to 
be quite reliable, KRAFT stated however that KANCHEL tended 
to be somewhat dramatic at times. KRAFT explained that she ment 
by this that KANCHEL had on occasion made situations appear more 
important thaih they really were®

On L|./19/68, OPAL KANCHEL, maid, Antlers Plaza Hotel, Colo­
rado Springs, Colorado, advised that on this morning she had 
seen a picture of ERIC STARVO GALT in the morning paper and thought 
it looked a great deal like the individual wno had occupied room 
ll;20 at the Antlers from V15/68 - l;/18/68,

KANCHEL stated that this individual had been quite "secretive". 
She explained that he had appeared to purposely try to keep her 
from seeing his face when whe had come to clean his room but she 
had seen him clearly on about two occasions.

KANCHEL described this individual as follows:

Race :
Sex:
Height:
Wei ght:
Hair:
Eyes:
A ge:
Clothing:
Characteristics:

Whi te
Male
5 ’ 10" 
1^-160 
Light Brown 
Brown
35-U0
Yellow short sleaze shirt, dark pant
Smoked Maralboro cigeretts;
Slept on right side of double 
bed (facing from foot); used 
safety razor; Folded towels & 
bath clothe after use

It will be noted that referenced teletype directed the Boston 
Division to check JOSEPH A. MURPHY, I4.7 Samoset St., Boston, in an 
attempt to determine if he could possibly be identical with GAET. 
No further investigation being conducted at Colorado Springs pending 
communication fDDm Boston.
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Transmit the following in

AIRTEL
Via

.FBI

. Date: 4/19/68 

PLAIN TEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Enclosed to the Bureau are three photographs,
one of ROBERT BOLIVAR DE PUGH and two of an unknown 
individual. Enclosed to each office designated is one 
photograph containing the two views of the unknown 
individual.

On 4/18/68, SAS of the NYO while conducting
investigation at Time, Inc., New York, New York, were 
advised of the following information by GEORGE HUNT, 
Managing Editor:

An AP teletype just off the wire with dateline
of Kansas City, disclosed that the United States 
Attorney’s Office reported that an informant told the 
Federal Government some time ago that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING was among persons ordered assassinated if ROBERT 
BOLIVAR DE PUGH ever went to jail. DE PUGH is the leader 

• of the Minutemen Organization, Militant Right Wing
Organization. It was stated that DE PUGH had issued orders 
to other Minutemen that if he went to jail, certain 
persons connected with this prosecution,and others, 
.were to be assassinat'ed, including Dr. KING.

SEARCHED—^-^^ 
SEmAUZED_^£-«s£FlLED

M Per
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NY 44-1609

DE PUGH and WALTER PATRICK PEYSON are 
appealing a 1966 conviction in Kansas City for national 
firearms violation. DE PUGH and PEYSON are wanted on a 
Federal Grand Jury indictment accusing them of 
conspiracy to rob banks in Seattle in January.

HUNT advised that the aforementioned information 
with respect to the Minutemen recalled an article done 
by ’’LIFE" in about October, 1961 with regard to 
hate groups. In this connection photographs were taken 
in October, 1961 in Shiloh, state unknown, and in 
Collinsville, Illinois of certain Minutemen, some 
identified and some unidentified. DE PUGH was one of 
the individuals identified by name, but under restrictions 
imposed upon the photographer, identity of others 
by name was withheld.

• The reporter for the article was WILL JARVIS,
last known address and telephone number, Bronxville, 
New York, PE 8-0715* The photographer was CARL 
IWASAKI, 1465 Monroe Street, Denver, Colorado, 
telephone #Dexter 3-1290.

HUNT made available three ll"xl4" photographs, 
one of which is DE PUGH and the other two photographs 
of an unidentified individual who somewhat resembles 
ERIC STARVO GALT. Both shots of this second individual 
apparently were taken about the same time. In one of 
these photographs the unknown individual is sitting with 
his eyes shut like in the GALT picture released to 
the public.

One of the other photographs in the group 
was an individual believed by Chief of Police REESE 
DOBSON, St. Clair County, Illinois, to be SA.JACK 
ROBERTS, Belleville. ROBERTS, believed to be working 
undercover, was thought by DOBSON to have once 
worked on the COORS kidnapping case.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NY 44-1609

Springfield contact informants and other ’ 
logical sources for purpose of identifying photos 
unknown Minuteman enclosed herewith.

Denver contact CARL IWASAKI, mentioned above, 
in effort to Identify Minuteman whose photos are 
enclosed herewith.

New York will contact WILL JARVIS for same 
purpose. .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GO\r.RNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAG (15 7-2 03) date: 4/2 3/6 8

from : EDWARD N. HAWKINS

subject: MURKIN

This date writer was telephonically contacted by 
one TERRY VANBERMOLEN, 2441 Quitman, Denver, Colorado, 
telephone number 433-4266.

Mro VANBERMOLEN advised that he noticed a male 
individual at the VIP Lounge, West Colfax, this date 
who fit the description of JAMES EARL RAY. He advised 
that this individual had a very noticible southern 
accent. It was noticed by VANBERMOLEN that this in­
dividual was driving a 1967 Ford Mustang, bearing 
Oklahoma license 7H937O.

Writer advised Mr. VANBERMOLEN that the infor­
mation furnished by him would the gladly taken.

1 - Denver (157-203)
ENH/enh
(1)
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4/24/88

AfMfT.

to x mm, m (44-38861)

ROM : SAG, Mm (137-203)

SflMKTI BBUU 
00: M2

21$ laundry Mark*

Be Mtfvhii alrtel to ell SAG*, deted 4/19/68,

• All laundry pleat* la Braider, Colorado Springe, 
Bram* Baglewod, Brand Junction, and feeble, Colorado; 
as well a* Caspar, vyening, who utilise Therao-Seal Markin* 
Machine* la their operation* were recontacted 4/22-23/6# 
concerning a yellow tap* containing the cede *202-3”, 
without eitectlag an identification*

DgNVgR COPY ONLY?

Refer to 157-203-140.

3 « Bureau (44-38161) 
2 - Mophie (44-1987)

MW1M 
(?)
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MRW#

TO : MIKim, m (44-36661)

VMM X SAG, MM (157-203)

MMET: MUB 
OBI

BSt Laundry Mtrki

Be MMBhi# airtel to ell SBC*, AiM 4/19/66.

Ml laendry pleat* 1* Boelder, Ctltfnb Sptia(it 
Beaver, b^aett, Brand AmetLoi, end Iheblo, Colorado; 
a* well a* Caepor, tycning, da atlliae Umano-Baal Marking 
Machine* la their operation* were recontacted 4/22’23/66 
concerning a yellow tape containing the code "206’3", 
vithoat eddectlng an lieMfUat&Mi.

DgNVER COPY ONLY?

Refer to 157-203-140.

3 - Baroae (44-36661)
!• Manphia (44-1967) 
2 * Beaver (157-203)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

F B I

Date= 4/24/68

PLAINTEXT______________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via--------TELETYPE--------------------------------URGENT------------------r
(Priority)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- J________

TO : OKLAHOMA CITI 

FROM: DENVER (157-203) PG. 1

MURKIN, OME.

ON APRIL TWENTY THREE LAST, TERRY VANBERMOLEN, TWO 

FOUR FOUR ONE QUITMAN, DENVER, ADVISED MR HE OBSERVED A 

MALE AT SB VIP LOUNGE, WEST COLFAX, DENVER, WHO FIT 

DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY, AND WHO HAD VERY NOTICE­

ABLE SOUTHERN ACCENT.

INDIVIDUAL DRIVING NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN MUSTANG, 

OKLAHOMA LICENSE SEVEN H NINE THREE SEVEN ZERO.

OKLAHOMA CITY THROUGH DEPARTMENT W MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND LOGICAL SOURCES, DEVELOP BACKGROUND CONCERNING OWNER 

OF FORD TO DETERMINE IF HE WAS DRIVER AND IF IDENTICAL TO 

RAY. 

END TELETYPE. 

^- Denver

BDA/lld

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI 0KLA CITY

FBI DENVER

10-45 PM URGENT 4-2 4-68 BID

TO OKLAHOMA CITY

FROM DENVER 157-203

MURK IN

ON APRIL TWENTY THREE LAST, TERRY VANBERMOLEN, TWO

FOUR FOUR 0NE QUITMAN, DENVER, ADVISED HE OBSERVED A 

MALE AT VIP LOUNGE, WEST COLFAX, DENVER, WHO FIT 

DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY, AND WHO HAD VERY NOTICE­

ABLE SOUTHERN ACCENT.

INDIVIDUAL DRIVING NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN MUSTANG,

OKLAHOMA LICENSE SEVEN H NINE THREE SEVEN ZERO.

OKLAHOMA CITY THROUGH DEPARTMENT MOTOR VEHICLES

AND LOGICAL SOURCES, DEVELOP BACKGROUND CONCERNING OWNER

OF F0RD TO DETERMINE IF HE WAS DRIVER AND IF IDENTICAL T0

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date 4/24/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO : DIRECTOR, (44-38861), NEW YORK (44-1609) 
SPRINGFIEU)

FROM: DENVER (157-203) PG. 2

MURKIN,

RE: UNIDENTIFIED PHOTOGRAPH OF MINUTEMAN

RE NEW YORK AIRTEL TO BUREAU, DATED APRIL NINETEEN LAST. 

ON APRIL TWENTY THREE LAST,

PHOTOGRAPHER, CARL IWASAKI, ONE FOUR SIX FIVE MONROE STREET, 

DENVER, WIAJVISED * CANNOT RECALL NAME OF W INDIVIDUAL 

IN PHOTOGRAPH FURNISHED * DENVER OFFICE BY NEW YORK. HE 

FELT W W PICTURES WERE MOST LIKELY TAKEN AT • MEETING 

HALL OF WMINUTQfEN IN COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS .

HE FELT * THE WRITER, WILL JARVIS, MIGHT KNOW W 

IDENTITY OF W UNIDENTIFIED MAN.

MR. IWASAKI STATED HE TOOK NUMEROUS PICTURES, ALL * 

MMM IN W POSSESSION OF TIME, INCORPORATED, NEW YORK 

CITY, AND A THOROUGH REVIEW OF ALL PICTURES MIGHT POSSIBLY , 
v /j'7>0^ 

END PAGE ONE
1 - Memphis (4^-1987) (AM)
1 - Birmingham 1(44-1740) (AM) > ....
13) Denverz^Tp/ 15 7/203) (1 - 6 2-1494-Minuteflten) . .. .^/2/ „ .

Agent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DN 157-203 
PAGE TWO

CONTAIN ONE ON WHICH THE IDENTITY OF * UNIDENTIFIED 

MAN IS SET FORTH.

HE ALSO STATED Wt HE RECALLED SEEING A SPECIAL 

AGBiT OF W FBI IN * COMPANY OF THESE MINUTEMEN AND 

THAT THIS SPECIAL AGENT MIGHT POSSIBLY KNOW IDENTITY 

OF WMAN IN ^1 PHOTOGRAPHS. HE STATED * HE COULD 

NOT RQffitBER THE SPECIAL AGENT'S NAME BUT THAT HE DEFINITELY 

RECALLS HIM AS BEING AN AGENT FROM HAVING SEEN HIM ON MORE 

THAN ONE OCCASION DURING THE COORS KIDNAPING CASE IN 

COLORADO. HE STATED THAT BECAUSE HE RECOGNIZED HIM, HE WAS 

CAREFUL NOT TO PHOTOGRAPH HIM.

IT IS NOTED THAT IN RE NEW YORK AIRTEL, THE NAME OF 

SA JACK ROBERTS WAS MENTIONED BY CHIEF REESE DOBSON, ST. 

CLAIR COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS A MAN HE BELIEVED TO BE WORKING 

UNDER COVER AMONG THE MINUTOfEN.

SAME LEADS AS SET OUT IN RE AIRTEL SHOULD BE COVERED 

BY SPRINGFIELD AND NEW YORK.

M04PHIS AND BIRMINGHAM ADVISED AIRMAIL.

END TELETYPE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI DENVER

11-12 AM URGENT 4-24-68 BID

TO DIRECTOR, (44-38861 ), NEW YORK (44-1609), AND SPRINGFIELD

FR0M DENVER (157-203) 2P

MURK IN

RE: UNIDENTIFIED PHOTOGRAPH 0F MINUTEMAN.

RE NEW YORK AIRTEL T0 BUREAU, DATED APRIL NINETEEN LAST.

0N APRIL TWENTY THREE LAST, PH0T0GRAPHER,

CARL IWASAKI, ONE FOUR SIX FIVE M0NR0E STREET, 

DENVER, ADVISED CANN0T RECALL NAME 0F INDIVIDUAL 

IN PH0T0GRAPH FURNISHED DENVER 0FFICE BY NEW YORK. HE 

FELT PICTURES WERE MOST LIKELY TAKEN AT MEETING 

HALL 0F MINUTEMEN IN COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS.

HE FELT THE WRITER, WILL JARVIS, MIGHT KN0W

IDENTITY 0F UNIDENTIFIED MAN.

MR. IWASAKI STATED HE T00K NUMEROUS PICTURES, ALL

IN POSSESSION OF TIME, INC0RPORATED, NEW YORK

CITY, AND A THOROUGH REVIEW OF ALL PICTURES MIGHT P0SSIBLY

rihE...-------- pi^.-fW’-r**,*^**'#®'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

CONTAIN ONE ON WHICH THE IDENTITY OF UNIDENTIFIED 

MAN IS SET FORTH.

HE ALSO STATED HE RECALLED SEEING SPECIAL

AGENT OF FBI IN COMPANY OF THESE MINUTEMEN AND

THAT THIS SPECIAL AGENT MIGHT POSSIBLY KNOW IDENTITY

0F MAN IN PH0T0GRAPHS. HE STATED HE COULD

NOT REMEMBER THE SPECIAL AGENT-S NAME BUT THAT HE DEFINITELY 

RECALLS HIM AS BEING AN AGENT FROM HAVING SEEN HIM 0N M0RE 

THAN 0NE 0CCASI0N DURING THE C00RS KIDNAPING CASE IN 

C0L0RAD0. HE STATED THAT BECAUSE HE RECOGNIZED HIM, HE WAS 

CAREFUL N0T T0 PH0T0GRAPH HIM.

IT IS NOTED THAT IN RE NEW YORK AIRTEL, THE NAME 0F 

SA JACK ROBERTS WAS MENTIONED BY CHIEF REESE DOBSON, ST. 

CLAIR COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS A MAN HE BELIEVED TO BE WORKING 

UNDER COVER AMONG THE MINUTEMEN.

SAME LEADS AS SET OUT IN RE AIRTEL SHOULD BE COVERED 

BY APRINGFIELD AND NEW YORK.

MEMPHIS AND .BIRMINGHAM ADVISED AIRMAIL.

END

GDR

FBI SPRNGFLD

JMS FBI WASH DC

RDS FBI NEW YORK

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE A
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4-23-68 3 07 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Army

Sheriff’s Office
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray
#16 163 129

James Earl Ray z 
#B-119908

February 
19^ 1946

October 
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary •

Police Department James Earl Ray October suspicion 8 months Count
Los Angeles, 
California

Sheriff’s Office
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

#139648 
*

James E, Ray^

#5937

11, 1949

April 18, 
1950

459 Penal Code 
(burglary) 

vagrancy

Jail suspended 
2 years 
probation 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jail; 146 ’

December 30, 
1949 Csl29438

Police Depar trie nt James Earl Ray July 23, no operator’s released to -
Alton, Illinois #7514 1951 license - no

State Lic oas e — 
no City License

la ter

Police Department
Chicago, Illinois

James R^/(j 

#D90696
May 6, 
1952

robbery (Gun) Grand Jury 
$3000

Cook County Jail
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#131165

Mav 9, 
1952

robbery June 13, 1952 
sentenced to 
penitentiary 
1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Joliet, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#32419

June 13, 
1952

robbery 1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary Janos E. Ray July 7, robbery 1 to 2 yearn

SEARCHED. 

SERIALIZE!

■ Al

-Z^NDEXECU—4- 
/ rum /^.

>R2 4 1968

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FEI file
^gntiua iKJ

being possibly identical with subject of this record.
John Edgar Hoover

Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ."STIC’ .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE. 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G (i$ furni5hed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME ANO NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Sheriff’s Office 
Edwardsville, 
Illinois

James Earl Ray 
#2640

August
30, 1954

burglary and 
larceny

Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri

James E. Ray 
#40714

March 23, 
1955

investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office

State Highway
Patrol
Macon, Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#B-3376

March 23, 
1955

cashing stolen 
postal money 
orders

released to
Postal Inspector 
Kansas City, 
Missouri
March 24, 1955

United States 
Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#12018

March 28, 
1955

forgery United 
States Postal 
Money Order

sentenced to 
15 months 
custody of 
Attorney Gene"al

Sheriff’s Office 
Kensa” City, 
Missouri

Jaros Earl Ray 
"29337 '

March 28, 
1 - 5 5

Forgery - 
Go ver nue lit

July 7, 1955 
3 years and 
months

United States 
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, 
Kansas

James Earl Ray
#72498-L

July 7, 
1955

Post Office
Laws
Forge Money
Orders

3 years and 9 
months May 20, 
1958 conditior.nl 
release March q 
1959 maximum 
April 5, 195c 
conditional 
release on c’ , 
of Post Office 
forgery Post 
Office Money 
Orders

; . 19 71
suspicion of

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads os 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
. Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .
’EDERAL BUREAU OF INVE5TIGATIOI 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

James Earl 
#81071

Ray October 
16, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities

State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, 
Missouri

Janes Earl
#00416

Ray March 17, 
1960

”TC” 
operating motor 
vehicle without 
permission of 
owner 
robbery first 
"b/m DOW" 
(2 charges)

20 years (20,
7, 5, 
concurrent)

State Hospital 
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

James Earl
#37045 C-5

Ray Soutember 
8,'1966

Patient

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in F3I files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATK 4-23-68 3 07 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Eai 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery fi 
(will extradite) 
Jefferson City, !• 
May 10, 1967.

1 Ray for 
vehicle w 
rst degre 
Notify Wa 
issouri i

escape April 23, 
ithout permission 
e ”b/m of a D & D 
rden State Penite 
nformation receiv

1967 
of

W") 
ntiary 
ed

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI file 
being possibly identical v/ith subject of this record.

s but are listed only as investigative leads as

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JV37C3 . oo
FZD^Al BUNAU OF IMV33HGATM 4-23-68 3 07 HJC

1-Bureau WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER ° y^z u ^ ^^.^^ FQR OFF|C|AL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTBJUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUM3ER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED BY BUREGI:
James McBride^ J<

James E 
.mes Via lye

arl Ray, also kne 
n, W.C. Herron A'"

wn as,

James O'Conner^ ; ’im, for unlawful flight to avoid
custody-robbery 1 
file #38-41730 Oj 
information rece: 
CAUTION: ARI 3D 7

Alias: James ‘ Waj

'irst Fug 
'fice of C 
.ved July 
GID DANGER

.ton ’

itive Index #1214 
rigin Kansas City 
27,1957.
OUS

26 Bureau

WANTED BY BUREAU: Eric St arvo Galt,also known as
Harvey Lov/myer/A ohn WillardV Civil Rights-Conspiracy
Fugitive Index #' .27540 Eur1eau File #44-3836 1 Office of
Origin Memphis. '
CAUTION: ARMED 1

informatic
W DANGER

n received April
OUS

19,1968.

Notations indicated by * era NOT based on fin.j j-pnnfs in F3I fibs but are listed only as investigative loads cs 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




