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Proving Grounds, Baltimore, Maryland.

On 5/1/68, Mr. J. M. CHAVEZ, 5914 Griems,

El Paso, Texas (telephone number 778-8261) and Mr. CHARLIE
M. VILLANUEVA, 447 St. Marys, El Paso, Texas (telephone
number 598-8454) were both shown 10 # 4182 concerning
JAMES EARL RAY. Both CHAVEZ and VILLANUEVA advised that
they did not know RAY, nor had they been in contact with
anyone resembling him. VILLANUEVA and CHAVEZ both said
that they have immediate relatives in the area of Marfa,
Texas.
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RAMAGE stated that PORTER had remained in Oklahoma

City from 4/19 and she had last seen him approximately

10 AM, 4/23/68, She stated that he must bave left town or
else he would have been in contact with her.

RAMAGE stated PORTER had told her that he had been
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and had traveled around the State of
Towa and that he had left his home in Waverly, Iowa taking
with him his mother's ring which he had pawned and sent her
the pawn ticket., PORTER further told her that he had been
released from the MSP on 12/8/67 and that he had known JAMES
EARL RAY while in the penitentiary, ~He stated that while in
the Penitentiary that RAY had escaped from the penitentiary
in a guard's uniform while he was working in the dry cleaning
plant and that RAY had obtained this uniform from a guard
who has since been fired, He stated that RAY and this guard
were very close friends., She further stated that PORTER
told her that RAY had not escaped in a bakery truck as the
newspapers had reported, RAMAGE stated that she had sent
a check, in February, 1968, in the amount of $23,00 to PORTER
in Waverly so that he could obtain a bus ticket to come to
Oklahoma City to see her., She stated that PORTER had called
her from the bus depot in Oklahoma City approximately 7:30 PM
4/19/68 and told her that he was drinking with a person who
had an amputated hand at the knuckles at Winnie's Bar which is
located across the street from the bus depot,

RAMAGE stated that PORTER had possibly applied for
employment as machinery operator at an automatic car wash
in the 4000 block of North Pennsylvania or through the Key
Personnel, 110 N, Robinson or at some Mortgage and Loan Company
across the street from the city library. RAMAGE further
advised that PORTER had told her that he had lost his luggace
in Kansas City and was currently traveling without any luggage,

Continuous and intensive investigation was conducted
to locate PORTER at Oklahoma City,

On 4/29/68, PORTER was located through an Oklahoma
City PCI at the Blood Plasma Donor Center, 505 West Main,
Oklahoma City and was subsequently interviewed furnishing the
following information:

ROBERT DALE PORTER, temporarily residing at Hudson
Hotel, Oklahoma City, stated that he had been in the Missouri
State Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Mo, from June or
July, 1961 through 9/1/62 and again from 3/2/64 until his
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release on 12/8/67, PORTER stated that upon his release
from MSP, that he had gone to Waverly, Iowa to live at the
residence of his mother, CLARA PORTER, 103-1/2 E, Bremer,
Waverly.

PORTER stated that he left Waverly in the latter
part of February, 1968 and the following is approximately
his itinerary. :

Waterloo, Iowa - where he remained approximately 2 days.
Des Moines, Io&a - remaining 3 to 4 days.

Cheyenne, Wy, - remaining 3 days,

Pocahontas, Iowa - over night with uncle HANS NIELSON,
Humble, Towa - over night with uncle HANS PORTER,

Aplington, Iowa - over night where he contacted his
brother-in-law's mother and brother, LOUELLA and
MELVIN ACKER,

Iowa City, Iowa - remdning approx. one week, While
: there he pawned a man's black face ring at the
Hock-Eye Pawn Shop for $7 on 3/11/68., PORTER resided
he believes at the Berkley Hotel, where the bus
station is located and left town on 3/11/68,

Storm Lake,Iowa - remaining approx,., 2 days.

Red Oak, Iowa - over night, Porter resided at the
hotel across the street from the Police Dept,

PORTER then hitchhiked to Barstow, Calif., leaving
approx., 10 AM, one day and arriving in Barstow early the next
evening, This ride was with a mechanic from Marshal Town, Iowa,
That same date, PORTER hitched a ride to Visalia, Calif., with
a girlfriend employved at Nellis AFB, Las Vegas, Nev,, arriving
Visalia that evening, PORTER stayed at Visalia approximately
one week and visited with his daughter, VICTORIA RAY PORTER.

He stated VICTORIA is residing with a JOSIE ACOSTA PORTER who
is living with a CHUCK (LNU). JOSIE, PORTER's ex-wife, resides
at 124 N,W, 1st, Visalia,
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PORTER then spent two or three days hitchhiking to
Nevada where he stayved over night,

Las Vegas, Nev., - where PORTER stayed at the McDonald
Hotel, approximately 3 nights,

Salt Lake City - remaining 2 nights,
Laramie, Wy, - remaining one night,

Denver, Colo. - where PORTER visited with a BETTY
LOU LUCAS, 3626 Perry Street,

PORTER hitchhiked from Denver to Colorado Springs,
Colo. with a PHILLIP E, MEHL, 432 W, Bijou, where he remained
for 2 or 3 days,

Albuquerque, N,M, - PORTER resided at Albuquerque
for 2 to 3 days and contacted a ROSE SINKEY, who formerly
resided in Waverly, Iowa,

Las Cruses, N,M, - PORTER spent approx. 2 days traveling
from Las Cruses to Van Horn, Texas where he resided at the only
hotel in town over night,

Fort Worth, Texas - PORTER resided for approximately
2 days at a cheap motel located near the bus depot,

Durant, OKahoma - residing over night,

McAlester, Oklahoma - PORTER resided with a couple
that live behind a cab stand for twvo days,

Canadian, Oklahoma - residing oneé day, while there
PORTER helped an individual paint 55-gallon oil drums for
use on his boat dock,

PORTER then went to Miami, Oklahoma where he resided
one night at the St, James Hotel,

PORTER traveled by bus from Miami, Okhhoma to Carthage,
Missouri stopping for approx. one hour in Joplin, Mo, While
in Joplin, PORTER attempted to contact a ROGER ZINN, a former
convict but stated he was unable to do so. PORTER stated that
he recalls while waiting in the bus depot that he heard of the
assasination of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
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While in Carthage, PORTER contacted a BETTY ELLIOTT,
901 Fulton St., while atempting to contact a girl he had known
in 1947, _

PORTER traveled to Warsaw, Mo, staying overnight,
While in Warsaw, he contacted a JACK LANPHERE by telephone
and stated he wanted to see LANPHERE, that he wanted to borrow
money from him, LANPHERE advised that he was unable to get
into town because of his parole status,

PORTER traveled to Columbia, Mo, where he was a
sleeper at the Police Dept., and the next day contacted an
uncle, MARION MURRAY, 102 Thistledown Dr,, Coélumbia,

PORTER then traveled to California, Mo. and attempted
to locate a LEWIS BARGEON who had been in the MSP Maximum
Security with PORTER, He was unable to contact him but stayed
overnight at California, Mo,

PORTER then traveled to Maysville, Mo, where he resided
at the Lincoln Hotel overnight and contacted Sheriff O, L.
Maddox,

5 St. Joseph, Mo, - PORTER checked in at a small hotel
but met a person, name unrecalled, in a bar and they then went
to Kansas City, Mo, by car and stayed at the Gladstone Hotel,
PORTER met with a MIKE COX at a bar on 9th St, in downtown,
Kansas City, Mo, While with MIKE COX, he and COX drove on a
Sunday to St, Louis, Mo, attempting to comact a LAWRENCE
MOBLEY, a former convict described as a larce Negro male,

They were unable to cortact MOBLEY, They contacted a Mrs,
RICHARD PESEK, a sister-in-law of BETTY REITTER, the mother
of a illegitimate son of PORTER by the name fo THOMAS DALE
REITTER,

COX and PORTER returned to Kansas City that evening
which he believes was a Sunday,

PORTER then traveled from Kansas City to Oklahoma City
hitching a ride with two young boys from Peculiar, Mo, PORTER
stated he believes that this was on 4/19/68, PORTER resided
with a CARMEN RAMAGE, 1642 N,W, 12th, Oklahoma City until approx,
4/23/68 when he left hitchineg a ride with a Naval Lieutenant
to Long Beach, Calif,
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- PORTER stayed one day in Los Angeles at the bus
depot and left Los Angeles on Friday. i

PORTER arrived Oklahoma City Saturday night 4/27/68
where he stayed with a LLOYD HISE, 2728 N.,W, 39th,

On 4/28/68, PORTER drove HISE and his pickup truck
to Ft. Smith, Ark, and hitchhikéd back arriving approx. 1 PM,

PORTER stated that while incarcerated in the MSP,
that JAMES EARL RAY known to him as JIMMY RAY was involved
in selling amphetamines to his fellow inmates, He stated that
a JOHN STOUT, an ex-guard in the MSP was his source of these
amphetamines, PORTER stated that STOUT and RAY were very
good frienk,

PORTER stated that RAY was extremely quiet, was a

gerson who did not take much from anyone, He stated that to

is knowledge RAY has taken amphetan1nes but had never taken
any hard narcotics,

He further stated that whenever RAY was pushed around
that he would retaliate fiercely. PORTER stated that on two
previous occasions RAY had attempted to escape from the MSP -
once by going over the wall and once when he hid in a ventilator
shaft and subsequently broke his elbow, PORTER stated that
RAY had never mentioned to him where he was from or where he
would go when he got out of prison,

He further stated that RAY had never indicated that he
disliked Negroes and to PORTER's knowledge was even associated
with several while in the penitentiary, PORTER stated that he
was leaving Oklahoma City on 4/29/68 and was hitchhiking to the
home of his mother in Waverly where he would obtain work as a
construction worker,

PORTER is described as follows:

Name ROBERT DALE PORTER

DPOB | ], Clarinda, Iowa

Height 6

Weight 175

Eyes Blue

Hair Gray, in a crew cut

Social Security No.

Scars and marks Tattoos - "BETO'" back of right hand
-6 -
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"Sufrendo Es Mi Destino" back of
right hand; "Mom" and "Dad" left
outer forearm; Air Force wings
with "AAF" above on left bicep;
6'" scar outer, upper right arm;
4 to 5" tattoo removal scar right
outer forearm with letter "P"
over scar; 3" vertical scar left
upper 1lip,
Glasses: Wears prescription dark glasses,
tinted green,
Military: U. S, Navy 1943 to 12-29-43;
Army Air Force 12-19-45 to 8-21-46;
U. S. Air Force, 7-19-47 to 1948
Arrest record: 19248 burglary, Arizona;
1949 Statutory Rape, Iowa;
1952 Escape, Iowa;
1958 Checks, Texas, Terminal Island,
California;
1961 Checks, Missouri;
1962 Checks, Iowa;
1964 Armed Robbery, Missouri
Sister: Mrs. THOMAS DeGROOT, 1608 East Street
Cedar Falls, Iowa.

LEADS:

EL PASO DIVISION

At Van Horn, Texas

Will attempt to ascertain date or dates PORTER resided at hotel
in Van Horn, Texas, It is noted PORTER states he believes he was in
Joplin, Missouri at the time of KING's murder, however, his presence
4-12-68 in Warsaw, Missouri has been verified, It would therefore
appear from a review of PORTER's itinerary that he was possibly in
Van Horn, Texas at the time of KING's murder. In the event it is
ascertained by E1 Paso that PORTER was not in Van Horn, Texas at time
of KING's murder, then El1 Paso should set out appropriate leads, from

the itinerary furnished by PORTER, in order to establish his where-~
abouts on 4-4-68,

KANSAS CITY DIVISION

1Y
At Jefferson City, Missouri

Will attempt to locate and interview JOHN STOUT for any
information re subject RAY,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

-7~
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s prg call made at 8:21 a.m. . 5/2/68 . )
Suparv1sor ROBERT STROUD, Newark Office, by SA FREDERICK A

i _ JOHNS who conducted the. 1nvest1gat10n
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e A representative of American Airlines, furnished
the .. | names of persons traveling tecurist class on Americarn
Airlines, ¥Flight 338, which departed Dallas, Texas, 4/6/68,
at 2:05 a.m. and made one stop at Friendskip Airport,
Baltimore, before arriving at Philadelphia 1:31 sz= date.

These pares .. included the followiqg:

"Mrs. WEBE, area code 915, telephone number 585-5530%,

EY Pasd, Texas.

The El1 Paso Teliephone Directory listed number

565-5530 to Sgt. WILLIE WE%Bl JRE, residing 3910 Taft,
El Paso, Texas, Upon aialing s nuiber, it was learned
that this was not 2 working number.

SAM STEWART, 112th MI Group, Ft. Bliss, Texas,
advised on 5/1/68, that Sgt. WILLIE WEBB, JR., was separated
from the U. S. Army on 4/6/68, and left as a forwarding
address, #1 Tillerson, Newport News, Virginia.

The following information obtained on 5/1/68, fron
GUS HILL (protect identity), Unit Manager, Mountain States
Telephone and Telegraph Co., was not included in the ¥i'S
telephone call but is being set forth here as confirming
informaticn of possible value:

E-5 WILLIE WEBB, JR., ASN US 5235 725 79, vresiding
Apt. #6., 3910 Taft, E} Paso, Texas, had service from January,
1968, to 3/25/63., BRe was attached to the 58lst Transportation
Support Group. Upon discontinuing his telephone service, he
left as a forwarding address in care of Mr. WILLIE ¥2BB, SRHR,,
father, #1 Tillerson Drive,; Newport News, Virginia.

LEAD

e —

NORFOLK DIVISION

AT NEWPGRT NEWS, VIRGINIA:

Will attempt to locate and intexrview "Mrs. WEEB",
in care of WILLIE WEBB, JR, and/or SR.,, #1 Tillerson Drive,

D=
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Hewpori N2ws, Virginia, to determine if the individual
mentioned above cn American Airlines ¥Flight 338 1s
identical with subject JAIES EARL EAY,

RAY SHOULD Bt CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGERDUS,

Above FTS telephone call was made at 2:50 p.m.,
5/1/68, to PAUL DDOM of the Norfolk Office by SA FREDERICK A,
JOHNS, who conducted the above investigation.
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