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FD-36 (Rev

F B

Date:

Transmit the following in ....
(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1937)

FROM: SAC, EL PASO 157-186) (P)

MURKIN

00: ME

5/13/68.
Re NO airtel to ME 5/7/68 and MO airtel to EP

GUESTS REGISTERED AT PROVINCIAL MOTEL 
1024 CHARTRES STREET, NEW ORLEANS,
LOUISIANA, 1967

On 5/16/68 Capt. and Mrs
2500 Nations Avenue, El Paso, advised” 
at the Provincial Motel in New Orleans 
1967, but did not recall seeing anyone 
subject JAMES EARL RAY.

. ^HERRILl 
t^eysTays

vho resembled

Report follows

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2 Memphis
1 New Orleans (157-10673)
J El Paso z
DJR:CLB J
(4)

Approved:

^ 
11

3#

1

SEARCHED-, 

SERIALIZED?

INDEXE

FILED—^

M Per
Special Agent in Charge

I
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

DREW PEARSON AND JACK ANDERSON ON

Washington Merry-Go-Roand
WASHINGTON—The FBI’s failure to apprehend the assassin 

of Dr, Martin Luther King has led to reports that J. Edgar 
Hoaver is not interested in catching the murderer. The reports 
are- based partly on the fact that Hoover and King were not on 
good terms. Hoover having publicly branded King as “the most 
notorious liar in -the world.”

We have checked into the 
operations of the FBI in this' 
respect and are convinced that 
it is conducting perhaps the 
most painstaking, exhaustive 
man hunt ever before under­

; taken in the United States. Its 
I G-men have checked every 
i bar ever patronized by James 
i Earl Ray, every flophouse he 

ever stopped at, every cantina 
I in Mexico he ever visited. It 

has collected an amazing 
array of evidence, all linking 
Ray with the murder.

That he has not been found 
may be due, first to the possi­
bility that he h i m s e 1 f was 
murdered by those who hired 
him to kill King; or, second, 
that he is hiding in some 
remote Mexican village.

If he has money—and app|r- 
ent,ly he had—Ray might be 
able to live in a distant part of 
Mexico indefinitely. The Mexi­
co City police are efficient and 
cooperative, but police in the 
remote areas are not. In some 
villages few Mexicans can 
read or write, and radio news 
of the outside world does not 
penetrate. -

All the evidence we have 
been able to gather joints to 
the probability that Blay was 
hired to kill Dr. Bing. He 
broke out of the Missouri 
State Penitentiary on April 23, 
1967, after boasting to fellow 
prisoners that he intended to 
make a big “score” on the 
outside. He remarked to one 
inmate that he might try to 
collect a rumored $1 million 
bounty that supposedly had 
been offered by a “business­
men’s group” for the death of 
Dr. King.

Four months later, on Aug. 
30, 1967, he opened a safe 
deposit box in the Birmingham 
Trust National Bank and sud- 
dently began passing out crisp 
$20 bills like a big spender. He 
paid $499 for dancing instruc­
tion, then quit after only a few 
lessons. He spent $39$ for
mail-order photographic equip- 
mei t that he didn’t know how 
to <| aerate.

His white Mustang cost 
$1,995, which he paid in cash. 
He drove it from Mexico to

DETECTIVE STORY CRIMINAL
What the FBI has estab­

lished about King’s assassin 
was that he Was a professional 
killer who had studied the sis- 

■ pense writing of Ian Fleming 
and Ayn Rand. His pseudo­
nym, Eric Starvo Galt, for 
instance, was taken from both 
authors.

Yet, while a student of 
crime he was^alfe a bungler. 
For he left behind the murder 
rifle with his fingerprints on it 
and, wrapped around the rifle 
a bedspread which contained 
strands of his hair. He also 
left behind a blue zipper bag 
containing a brush with hair 
matching those on the bed­
spread. '

Montreal, from Los Angeles to 
New Orleans. *

Oca^ionaly he slipped $20 to 
bar gfrls and prostitutes, 'in 
Mexici he lived with a prosti­
tute i|| small towns like Jalis­
co and Puerto Vallarta where 
prices were cheap. In Los 
Angeles, he advertised in the 
hippie newspaper that he 
would like to meet “a passion­
ate married woman.”

All told, Ray spent an esti­
mated $19,000 in seven 
months. Yet he never held a 
job, and committed no crimes 
following his escape from the 
Missouri penitentiary that the 
FBI has discovered. Previous­
ly he had been involved in a 
long hst of filling station and 
other roberies.

But after his escape he 
became a loner, In some re­
spects became another Lee 
Harvey Oswald. Meanwhile, 
he sought to establish a new 
identity as Eric Starvo Galt.

CAREFUL PLANS
It seems likely that Ray 

p l a n n e d the murder of Dr. 
King far several months. He 
fmally purchased the Reming­
ton rifle in Birmingham 
March । 30, then moved to ja 
boarding house in Atlanta, to

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

4A EL PASO TIJES 
EL PASO, TEXAS

Date:

Edition:

Author: 

Editor: 

Title:

5/16/68 
MORNING

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office: EL Bi SO

| | Being Investigated

SEARCHED —^INDEXED 
SERIALIZED
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his room, agents found a map 
of Atlanta witi fo^sZeatins 
circled. ■'

' They wuMM^t’^i-' 
dence, his headquarters at the 
Southern ChriaiiaaLeqderehip 
Conference, R a y’s boarding 
house and the spot where he 
abandoned his Mustang 
after the murder. In the middle 
of die map was also a clear 
thumbprint from Ray’s right 
thumb.

, Evidently, Ray changed his 
mind about waylaying King in 
Atlanta and followed him to 
Memphis instead. After all the 
elaborate planning and the 
careful creation of a new iden­
tity, Ray left behind in Mem­
phis the murder rifle, binocu­
lars and a bag full of toilet 
articles.

If white extremists put up 
the blood money it was proba­
bly not the Ku KIux Klan or 
the Minute Men, for they are 
an impatient lot who would not 
have waited for several 
months for Ray to get results.

Black extremists have also 
not been ruled out. They might 
have sought to get rid of King 
in Order to remove the prophet 
of nonviolence.

Note: Ray was the product 
of a broken home. He was the 
eldest of eight children- His 
father deserted Ray’s mother, 
and various people adopted the 
children. When the FBI 
approached the father, they 
discovered that the elder Ray 
had not seen his son for 17 
years. “I WMUfthe last one 
he would come to for help,” 

। the father said.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GO^RNMENT

Memorandum
TO .MC, EL PASO (157-186) date: 5-20-68

FROM

subject:

SA .kA J . GORMAN

Burkin

Reburadiogram dated 5-14-68.

Capt. RAYM GIDEON, PD, Midland, Texas advised 5-17-68 there 
are no unsolved bank ro erics in this area. Me w s requested 
to display photograph of RAY to witnesses in any other unsolved 
robberies and indicated he would do so.

COP STAMEY HAMSCE, Ft. Stockton, Tex advi cd they have no 
unsolv d bank robberies. He was requested to show photocraM 
of RAY to witnesses in ary other unsolved robberies aid immedia­
tely advise this office if any pertinent info is developed.

ho insolved bank robberies in Stanton, Rankin, Crane or 
McCamey, Texas. 1'olice Depts and SC in those Eixio towns are 
are well aware of {AY through previous ircuirics in this matter.

ARilED MD DANGEROUS

5010-108-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on rhe Payroll Savings Plan
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1-221 (Rev. 8-20-63)

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20537

TO: SAC, EL PASO Date 5-18-68

r Your inquiry

7
MURKIN

SAC, Knoxville 
teletype 5-18-68

L J

□£]□□□□ □□□□□□ □□□

Attached furnished in reply to your inquiry.
Attached furnished in compliance with request from SAC, Knoxville 
Only record available attached.
This matter is receiving attention and you will be advised at an early date.
Supplementing FBI Laboratory report dated
Records FBI # 
are furnished since there is a possibility that one may pertain to the subject in whom you are interested. 
Fingerprint files fail to disclose 
Confirming FBI wire of 
A wanted notice has not been placed as subject appears to be in custody. 
When you no longer desire your notice maintained, please advise.
If you determine subject to be in custody, please advise so that your notice may be canceled.
Subject of your inquiry searched in name indices only. Enclosed record(s) possibly identical. If Identical, 
resubmit request and wanted (or flash) notice will be placed.
If it is determined that the subject of this record is not the individual in whom you are Interested, please advise. 
Your communication is returned.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

ix] Radio □ Teletype
URGENT 5/21/63

TO ALL FIELD DIVISIONS 

FROM DIRECTOR

1/murkin.

INASMUCH AS RAY IS KNOWN TO STAY AT ’’FLOPHOUSES” AND LOWER 

CLASS ROOMING HOUSES, ALL OFFICES WILL FURNISH COPY OF IDENTIFICATION 

ORDER REGARDING RAY TO SALVATION ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE TYPE 

MISSIONS.

ALL OFFICES COVERING STATE CAPITALS, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, 

WILL AT DRIVERS LICENSE BUREAUS CHECK ALL DRIVERS LICENSE 

APPLICATIONS FOR MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAY, 1963, CONCERNING ALL 

MALE CAUCASIANS OVER THIRTY YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER FIFTYFIVE YEARS, 

IN VIEW OF FACT IT IS POSSIBLE SUBJECT SECURED DRIVERS LICENSE 

USING ANOTHER NAME OTHER THAN ALIASES KNOWN. AS RESULT OF REVIEWING 

THESE APPLICATIONS, YOU SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION 

TO DETERMINE IF ANY SUCH INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.
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Fol EL PASO

10-22 AR URGENT 5-21-68 CRH

TO 5 DI.RECTOR (44-38861 )

KEGPHIS (44-1987)

LOS ANGELES (44-157/4)

FSOFn KNOXVILLE (44-696) 2 P

RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE Hi AY EIGHTEEN LAS IS KNOXVILLE 

TELETYPE KAY NINETEEN LAST* LOUISVILLE TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR 

KAY TWENTY L^ST.
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AZ 44-696 '

FIVE, USP, TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA. THIS PHOTOGRAPH VERY 

SIMILAR TO PHOTOGRAPH OF ERICKLEY TAKEN CHATTANOOGA, TENN* 

/.AY TGENTY-TVO, NINETEEN SIKTY-FIVE.

END

FBI EL PASO

T 0
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-BI EL PESO

FBI DELLAS

1132AF UHGENI 5/22/68 SB;;

'10 EL PAST/ SAu AOS OS 10 ABD HOU Si OS 

r 1 * 2 6 ^9 )

MM^
;;E BuSEAu LAOIOGRAL APRIL IBExlI ORE LA SI.

OOLuAEL PAUL iHORAuURGj DIVISIONAL UOaoAEuERj STATE OF VELAS 

> SALVA <108 'AL'Rj DALLAS ADVISED TODAY THESE ARE SIXTY SALVATION 

A^HY CENTERS IE TEXAS H1H OVERSIGHT' SLE-i-L\G ACCORADATI0N3 FOE 

./Er. HE AGREED TO FUrNISH COPIES OF TRENT11 I CAT I Or ORDER REGARDING 

RAY TO EACH OF THESE. CENTERS FRUH STATE HEABBUAHIhRSj DALLAS.

DALLAS IS FURNISHING SUFF ICIENT COPIES OF lu 10 COLONEL THORNBURG . 

FUR STATE' IRE DI STRUG UTI On •

E X D

EL PANO

SEARCHED. INDEXED.
SERIAHZED.O^/JiLEDXA^ 

/11! AY 2 21968
J y FBI — EL PASO
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^indexed...., 
......FILED....... <

*2 1968
EL PASO

SERlAm.....U...HL£D,,..

_ J^AY 18 1368 
/z FBI — LOUISVILLE
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TOOK 0
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; A clOU 
I OUdX OH IX

Srl/EF. ON THE LAfOr IbhE KILLING .-Lr- X 7ubU L FO IL PALIN 

HAY FAIT PHONE'ALLS FrON NEAHHlS 10 L-LLE. GLADE,. CALLS . '

bELIrUIi? TO. Hr KAL? ArON A bUS STATION.

KIGHT. IN THE TrEKS i rFOrr THE. KILLING, LAV -STAYED

SOK ” THb ,: h IN TELLE GLA?,-.. .

RIM-.' STObY Or' PAYOFFS V'-H GO.-L LI CA Th 1 . v.'ILHULN 

SUPPOSE) 1G Hr.7] PHEN Hill OFF IN TENO. NIGHT br.FOHE. KILLING, 

SO.-LiOLY HIT A KERO TICKET EO.-. TArAlYrTVr THOUSAND COLLARS 

IN. CAL“NEVA LODGE* RIGGED, TO'/PASS THE. MONEY. LONE WITH 

KFO r LE.l.'GE. 0?' CHARLIE CATE, SI A -EIGHT EIGrI ZEbO PEju.LE brACH 

^KIUE, rENO, HO RUNS A SHIFT AT CAL-NETH. THEN THERE. IS 

ehen paeen oh jack baren stupgis of st. louis, tco use:d to work 

BI ON S.ECO’NL STHELT, RENO. CANE,' INTO KONrHY. I NOTHJEli QUOTE 

CONTACT. UNQUOTE. . .

ONE. HOY SOXk.HOl-Y STAYE-D IN CLACK HOTEL, ROONi SEVERN ZERO 

ZERO,' ON APRIL SEVENTEEN LASH EIGHTEEN.

TrO. LAFONT .'.HITE, AHO COrKS F'Ob TESTE.RN UNION IN LOS-

AN’RELES'* HAS SENT HONE Y 1'0 LOUI SIANA. -, bOUGH^H'WO IT STOLE

UNIT H HIS /aFiE. THEY REGALLY wi-.N! 10 b'KANK^r-RI CKLE Y OF CHATTANOOGA,

\ V.
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May 20, 1968 

PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861), KNOXVILLE(44-696),

MEMPHIS (44-1987), LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

FROM: LOUISVILLE (44*947)
ZiRKIN ' ■ ' . ~ .

RE MEMPHIS TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY EIGHTEEN, LAST AND LOUISVILLE 

TEL TO MEMPHIS MAY EIGHTEEN, LAST.

ON INSTANT DATE, C. M. BAYHI, AUDITOR, GREYHOUND BUS 

STATION, LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, ADVISED TICKET NO. ONE THREE .

ZERO ZERO ZERO EIGHT TWO TWO TWO NINE FOOR TWO, DATED APRIL 

SEVEN, LAST, FROM KNOXVILLE TO MEMPHIS TO EL PASO TO LOS ANGELES 

IN AMOUNT OF SEVENTY DOLLARS AND THIRTY FIVE CENTS WAS ISSUED 

BY AUGUSTA NICHOLS, DIE NO. THREE, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE. THE NUMBER 

UNE i ^ ON-ABOVE IS A PRINTED NUMBER, THE REMAINDER OF THE NUMBERS 

APPEAR TO BE CARBON NUMBERS. TICKET WAS USED APRIL SEVEN, LAST.
. ’ . . . PM . .

PASSENGER LEFT KNOXVILLEAT EIGHT FIFTEEN/QN APRIL SEVEN, LAST 

AND ARRIVED NASHVILLE AT TWELVE TWENTY FIVE A.M., APRIL 

EIGHT, LAST. BUS DRIVER WAS JESSE G. BROWN, NASHVILLE.
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LS 44-947

BUS LEFT NASHVILLE OHB THIRTY A.M., APRIL EIGHT, LAST, 

AND ARRIVED IN MEMPHIS AT SIX THIRTY FIVE A.M., SAME DATE. 

DRIVER OF BUS - BERNARD FOSTER, MEMPHIS.

TICKET IS STAMPED ’’PACKAGE CHECKED."

ORIGINAL FURNISHED IS BEING RETAINED BY LOUISVILLE.

KNOXVILLE, INTERVIEW AUGUSTA NICHOLS, OBTAIN DESCRIPTION 

OF PURCHASER OF TICKET, SHOW PHOTOGRAPHS.

MEMPHIS, INTERVIEW BUS DRIVERS, OBTAIN DESCRIPTION OF 

USER OF TICKET.

MEMPHIS, ADVISE LOUISVILLE OF DISPOSITION DESIRED OF 

TICKET.

AIR MAIL COPY BEING SENT TO EL PASO WITH COPY OF 

KNOXVILLE TEL TO INDIANAPOLIS, MAY EIGHTEEN, LAST.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS . P

^ 2 -
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1902 EDITION

-r- ggAFPMQ (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, Albany

Director, FBI

date: May 20, 1968

subject: v/mURKIN

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is 
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news 
sources, in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub­
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. This money 
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be 
publicized as the source of this reminder.

While the Bureau’s continuing policy is to encourage 
the public to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as 
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward, 
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to 
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the 
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly 
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation.

1 - Copies to all Special Agents in Charge and Legats

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Fi«v. •0-23-63)

Date:

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT
(Type in plain text or code) 1

Via
(Priority)

1_ _ _ _

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44

FROM: SAC'/EL PASO (157-186)/(P)/y-

SUBJECT: zMURKIN

00: MEMPHIS

Re Knoxville teletype to Director dated

RE; FRANK BRIGKLEY OF CHATTANOOGA

On May 21, 1968 
Supervisor, Greyhound Bus 
furnished a photograph of

Mr. G. A. LIC0H< Oper 
Lines, El Paso/Texas, 
FRA NIC WILLIAM TRICKLEY

FBI at which time ^crtTTsecr^^ u 1 d
see that the photograph was displayed to the employee
of the

at the 
.1968.

bus lines in El Paso in an effort to determine if 
the employees recalled seeing this individual 
bus station in El Paso on about April 8 or 9,

On May 22, 1968, Mr. Lo I. DAVIS, Cashier, 
Greyhound Bus Lines, El Paso, advised that the photograph 
in question had been displayed to the employees on the 
various shifts at the bus depot and that no one recalled 
having seen FRANK WILLIAM BRIGKLEY at any time in the 
past.

Bureau

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

DJR
(8) fl

SEARCHED— 

serialized: 
INDEXED----- 

FILED----------.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BOYCE

crossed:;
DAILEY f

DAVIS /)

DECKER 4'-4
dunnam’H7^
ELLISON 
FOLTZ i

JOH
LYONS
MURPHY

PICK!
PRASEK
PULLEN

SICKL
STEWART
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