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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUINEN KING, JR., RACIAL MATTERS,
IN VIEV OF POSSIBILITY OF RESALIATORY MEASURES TAKEW
AS RESULT OF THE ASSASSINATION OF KING, IMNEDIATELY ALERT
ALL SOURCES (RACIAL, SECURITY, AND: CRININAL), WHO ARE IN
POSITION T0 POSSIBLY LEARN OF INFORMATION OF THIS NATURE.
ANY PERTINENT INFORNATION DEVELOPED SNOULD RECEIVE EXPEDITIOUS
DISSEMIEATION, BOTH LCALLY AND TO BUREAU.
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PAGE TWO

FOR IHFO JACKSON, #1C GOWAN PREVIOUSLY HAS PURNISNED INFO
™IS OFFICE. JACKSOM AT CLARKSDALE, MESS., IMMEDIATELY CONTACT
#C GOWAN AT ABOVE TELEPHONE, ARRANGE MEETING AVAY FROM
MG .GOWAN'S RESIDENCE, OBTAIN BETAILS AND ADVISE MERPHIS OF
) MIut_m INFORMATION.

END
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#BI JXSN MISS
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FBI WASH DC

FBI JKSN MSS

219 AM URGENT 4-5-68 REM

To DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM JACKSON- (157=NEW)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. RACIAL MATTERS.

RE WMTEL TO BUREAU APRIL FOUR LAST.

BOB MC GOWAN, (PROTECT), LOCATED INSTANT DATE, CLARKSDALE, NISS.

MC GOWAN AT APPROXIMATELY THREE PM APRIL THREE LAST STOPPED AT
SERVICE STATION, NAME UNKNOWN, POSSIBLY A DX STATION, LOCATED SE
CORNER HIGHVAY SIXTYONE AND BROOKS ROAD. NEWPHIS WHERE HE HAD HIS CAR
GASED AND VASHED, MC GOWAN WAS DRIVING SIXTYEIGHT OLDS CUTLASS, WNITE
VINYLE OVER DARK GREEN, FLA,, LICENSE ONE.ZERO DASH TVe SEVEN NINE
ZERO SEVEN. | |

MC @OVAN SAID AT SERVICE STATION WERE TWO W/M ATIEMDANTS, ONE
V/M NEGHAWIC ARD ONE W/M WHO WASHED HIS CAR. |

WHILE IN SERVICE STATION, MC GOWAN HEARD ONE W/M ATTENDANT USE
DESK TELEPHONE, WOT PAY PHONE MAKING CALL IN WNICHN NE SAID "I
MAVE DYNAMITE AWD IT WOULD ONLY TAKE A FEW SPARKS TO BLOW UP THE
CHURCH WMERE KING IS”. MC GOWAN SAID INDIVIDUAL MAKING CALL WORE SERVICE
STATION UNIFORM, WAS W/M 1N THIRTY'S, SIX FEET, ONE FIFTY TO ONE SIXTY
POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, AND VAS DEFINITELY AFFLICTED, AS IF HE HAD PALSEY

END (iig ONE | | 1;{5;f> Q;Q;XFZL"
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A5 HIS MASDS AND-EEAD SWAKE, NC GOVAN SAID THIS 1NDSVINWAL, VERY NERVOUS
~ # GOVAN SAID RO NANES MERTIONED I’ TELEPHONE CONVERSATION.

MC GOWAR SALD AFTER PRONE CALL, SERVICE STATION ATTENDANT AND
VO OTHER ¥W/N'S WHO VERE STANDING IN STATION VHILE CALL VAS NADE,
LEFT. OF FOOT FOR MEARBY COFFEE SHOP AND RETURNED TO SERVICE STATION

SHORT TIME LATER CARRYING SANDWICHES AND COFFEE.
MC GOWAN SATD WEITMER OF TMESE INDIVIDUALS WORKED AT SERVICE

STATION. MC GOWAN DESCRIBED ONE AS W/M IN HIS TWEWTY'S, YOUNGEST OF
IME MAEE, FIVE FEET E1GHY 1NCHES, ONE FORTY YO ONE FIFTY, BLACK HAIR,
NEAT 1IN APPEARANCE, GOOD LOOKING, DRIVING SIXTYSIX VHITE WUSTANG, COUPE
WITM UNKNOWN .TENN,, LICENSE.

" MC QOWAN DESCRIBED OTKER W/N AS LN 1S THIRTY'S, MEDIUM MEIGNT,

T6O MUNDRED FIFYY POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, CLEAN CUT, NICE LOOKING, DRIVING
RED DGDGE PICKEP TRUCK WNICH HAD BOARDS ON SIDES AMD BACK RESEMBLIRG

FARM TRUCK BEARING UNKNOWN TENN., LICENSE.

MC GONAN'S RELTABILITY UNKNOWE TO INTERVIEVING AGEWTS. HOVEVER,
NC GOWAN ADVISES HAS BEEN SOURCE FOR MIAMI OFFICE, PRINCIPALLY
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL&., RA, FOR NUNBER OF YEARS, AND GIVES IMPRESS1OW
MORE RECENTLY USED AS RI OF THAT OFFICE.

AM COPY TO MIAMI. ,

MEMPHIS AT MEWPHIS CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT SERVICE
'STATION I¥ EFFORT TO LOCATE AND IBTERVIEVW THREE W/M'S PREVIOUSLY
DESCRIBED.

UNSUB RESPOMSIBLE FOR ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER X1Ng, JR
,@MOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

END
BN . _ N
FBI WASH DC
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0 .

UNITED STATES L JVERNMENT -

Memorandum

* SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68

* SUPERVISOR JAMES O, INGRAM

ASSASSINATION OF :
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. j
RM

SA TETEN advised 1:55 p.m. that 30.06 Game Master,
Remington Model 760 Pump, with Redfield Scope, has been
traced to Birmingham, Ala. Gun was purchased on 3/30/68,
from Weberly-Thomas Hardware, Birmingham, by one HARVEY
LOWMEYER who furnished address but investigation has proven
address in Birmingham fictitious. Clerk who sold gun described
Unknown Subject as age 36, 5'8'", 150-170 pounds, dark brown
hair, ruddy complexion, well dressed in dark business suit.
Clerk described Unsub as meek and shy. No information re car
unsub could have been traveling in.

For background Unsub was seen running out of rooming
house described as a flophouse directly across from
Lorraine Hotel where KING was residing. He dropped a blanket
which was carrying a small overnight case and a box containing
above described gun, Person seen running from flophouse
was described as white male between 20-40, 5'11" to 6 feet,
170-200 pounds, dark hair combed straight back, very neat,
well dressed in dark suit.

Above gun is at FBI Laboratory for test.

@-}- Jackson
JOI:1lsk

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Puyroll Savings Plan -
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, JACKSON  (157-9586) pate: 4/5/68

FROM © gA JAMES O. INGRAM

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
RM

At 6:31 P,M,, SA INGRAM arrived at his
residence, at which time it was learned through news
media that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot at Memphis,
a little after 6:00 P.M.,, and was in critical condition.
It was later determined that he had died in a local
hospital in Memphis. The Jackson Office was contacted
and instructions were given to immediately contact all
Senior RA's, and each SRA would immediately account for
their bombing suspects and subjects having a propensity
for violence.

SA PUDDISTER was contacted and he stated he
would handle the list of bombing suspects and Agents
to whom assigned would be immediately contacted, and
those Agents would account for their suspects.

SA FITZ PATRICK was contacted and was dispatched
to the office to handle the racial intelligence, as well
as assist PUDDISTER in the assassinatim case. Selected
Agents were advised to immediately contact their inf rmants,
Klan and Negro. Immediate investigation was instituted
in this matter,

/5%759@#4%}
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ACTIVITY LOG

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RM

April 4, 1968, at 7:55pm SA PUDDISTER received telephone call
at residence from Desk #4 with instructions to assure each
bombing suspect case agent verifies whereabouts of possible
bombing suspects handled by Jackson assigned agents.

At 9:26pm. On duty at office. Verified that each SRA contacted
with instructions to verify whereabouts of possible bombing
suspects in RA territory.

9:51pm. SRA PROCTOR advised that six Meridian SAs on duty and
had JOE DANIEL HAWKINS under close surveillance in Meridian,
Individual with HAWKINS identified as WILLIAM PICKEL,

10:15pm. All major bombing suspects accounted for except
CHARLES GREENE, See memo of SA PRICE, 4/5/68.

SA ROY MC DANIEL with M.B, Pierce at Jackson PD. Special detail
Jackson PD on duty Lynch Street. THOMPSON'S TANK being moved
into area on Lynch Street near Jackson State College.

11:13pm SA RABIDEAU reported MHSP at Rust College dispersed

a group of about twenty students on Hway 78 near the college
engaged in rock throwing at passing vehicles. Incident occurred
between 8:30pm and 9:00pm, 4/4/68. Twenty Six MHSP men standing
by plus county and city law enforcement. No further incidents.

11:14pm SA JACK WILSON reported all quiet at Alcorn A & M,

11:25pm SRA JOHN PROCTOR reported JOE DANIEL HAWKINS and

Bill PICKEL arrested in Meridian by PD for driving on one way
street. Two guns in HAWKINS red Chevrolet. Both fingerprinted
and released to appear in traffic court. Guns retained by PD.
PROCTOR to get SN and description of weapons.

11:30pm SA VAN NOTE reported minor disturbance at Mississippi
Valley State College, Itta Bena. About 300 students, broken

windows. All quiet at present. Campus officials handled. MHSP
standing by.

N Iy T
Lodeury L tOXE —
Wi
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11:40pm SRA COTTEN was advised that Memphis telephone call

to Jackson reported Memphis PD arrested MANUEL MARKUS LEVIN
and ALEX HERDER. They claim to be students from Ole Miss.
Background requested.( COTTEN obtained available infor from
Campus locator, Security Officer and PD. SAC JENSBN contacted
with info and he advised that LEVIN and HERDER have been
eliminated and info should be forwarded to Memphis via airtel.

NOTE: CALL COTTEN AND INSTRUCT AS ABOVE, he will obtain complete back-
ground in am,4/5/68. He should dictate a/t to Memphis.

------ April 5, 1968, at l:o0oam SA McDANIEL advised Lynch Street
deserted, all quiet, Special Detail from PD released. Thompson's
Tank returned to barn, M.B. PIERCE returned home.No injuries or

arrests.

l:1lam SA SAMMON reported in response to Miami teletype that he
had located and interviewed BOB McGOWAN., This info was furnished
via telephone to SA JOSEPH HESTER, Memphis at l:43am. SA SAMMON
dictated a teletype with this information to Bureau and Memphis
under 157-new ''Assassination of Martin Luther King,Jr. - RM."
Teletype sent 2:19am,4/5/68.

2:28am SA EUGENE G. DOUGLASS at Memphis telephonically advised
that JOHN WILLARD aka JOHN HUBEART (HUBERT) WILLARD identified
as possible suspect was known to have obtained a room across
street from assassination site. Present whereabouts unknown,
Memphis PD arrest records disclose WILLARD arrested by PD in
Memphis in 1958 on a charge of arson. He was released to the
Pontotoc Sheriff's Office. Described as W/M, age 20 yrs in
1958, 5'11'", 152 1lbs. Parents listed as ENNIS And MAMIE WILLARD
of Nesbit, Mississippi. SA DOUGLASS said FBI Memphis and PD
enroute to Nesbit,Miss., as it is located just acmwmss line from
Memphis. Requested Jackson contact SO Pontotoc for details and
background.

2:34am no answer at Pontotoc SO.

2:37am SA JOHN CASTLES advised. He will contact SO for background.
LEAD: 2:41lam telephone call from SIM WARE, student at Miss Valley

State College. Said he would like to be contacted at the

Athletic Dormitory of the college in the morning. Upon inquiry

he said he heard that four students had been shot. (No report

of such from MHSP.) WARE admitted he did not see the shooting.

L:1lam SAC MOORE called. Said he just received call from
Bureau Supv DICK LONG who furnished info to SAC re WILLARD.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

To :  SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) pATE: 4/5/68
ATTENTION: SA THOMAS FITZPATRICK

FROM  : SA JOHN DENNIS MILLER

SUBJECT:

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RM - KLAN

This melo relates to the investigation
concerning one JOH WILLARD of Pontotoc County, Miss.

Mrs, JOHN \(BARBARA) WILLARD, employee of
Oxford Credit Bureau, \Oxford, Miss., advised on this
date that she recalled ‘the fact that at one time
there were two JOHN WILLARDs in the vicinity of Tupelo
Miss., her husband and another individual.

She explained that while working for the
Tupelo Credit Bureau, perhaps in 1966, she was made
aware of the existence of this other JOHN WILLARD.
She advised that she has no details concerning that
man other than the fact that he moved from another
city to the Tupelo, Miss., area.

She stated she is absolutely certain that
the other JOHN WILLARD is known to the files of the Tupelo
Credit Bureau.

This memo reflects the same information as
furnished SA FITZPATRICK telephonically on this date.

KRS - Q5% -]

-fDM/bkh /6» - Q&QJEA %

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Subject was arrested with one HERMAN DANIEL
for the above offense of arson in June, 1958. DANIEL is
described as a W/M, DOB POB Lafayette Co., Miss.,
hair brown, eyes brown, height 5'9'", 170 pounds, complezion
ruddy. His residence as of 6/58 was 1765 Fairmont Ave.,
Memphis. His mother is MAUDE LEE DANIEL, address Rt. 2,
Pontotoc, Miss. DANIEL was released from probation 6/25/62.

RYAN/1sk
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : SAC, JACKSON (LL-New)(P) DATE: |,/5/68
FROM : SA BRENT W. WARRERG

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN
LUTHFER KING, JR.
CR

The following investigation was conducted on L/5/68
at Columbus, Mississipni by SA BRENT W. WARBERG:

The following persons were contacted at their respective
hotels and motels and the registrations of these establishments
were checked for 4/1-5/68 for the hame JOHN WILLARD. The
results of these checks were negative. The description of
the Unsub in the above captioned incident was furnished to
these individuals with negative results:

WILLIAM RUTLEDGE, Alexandra Hotel
DELORZES MAXEY, Downtowner Motor Inn

Mrs. GUY RICHARDS, JR., Plaza Motel

Mrs., JCE SPINCSA, Travelers Deluxe Motel

The following individuals were contacted at the following
service stations concerning the Unsub and a white mustang in
the above captioned incident. This investigaticn was negative:

JAMEZS TRCTTLR, Trotters Texaco
ED TRAPP, Trotters Texaco
TOM AOWELL, Riverview Gulf

The following investigation was conducted by SA
Lynn P, SMITH:

The following managers of motels on U, S, Highway 45 N
were contacted and recores checked for lI/145/68 with negutive
reulsts:
MIKE HAMMIRS, Holiday Inn
KEGCIE ROSS, Heritage Motel
The follimg irdividaamls were contac:ed at the folliowing
service 8tations on U, S, Highway 45 N concerning the Unsub
and a white mustang in theabove incidént, This invgstipation
was negative: wﬁ'f,, (=0
LESS HAMITER, DX Service <5 GIED
CURTIZ FONDREN, Fondren Ser, Sta, . ﬂbﬂ ‘“7
DIWEY STUCKEY, Holiday Gulf <u£l
JESSIE TO*NSEND, James Gulg |
CECIL ™ING, Biliups Ser. Sta.i YK
JAMES DE HART Direct Ser, .
JACK CCLLINS, Southland Ser, Sta

u.%

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Page 2

RCOY FRANKLIN, Brumley Gulf

CLARENCE E, BUCHANAN, Buchanan's Shetl Ser,
LAR®Y MC DANIELS, Enco Ser, Sta,

TCMMY wORSTER, Texaco Ser., Sta,

DENNIS HAR™ON, Phillips 66 Ser, Sta,

The following investigation was conducted by SA LAWRENCE

W, GORMAN:

On li/5/67, the following motels on Highway 82 East in
Columbus, Mississippi, were contacted and records reviewed
for registration from l;/1/68 through L /,/68, in the name
of JOHN WILLARD, with negative results:

RAY ADAMS
Columbus Motel

MAVIS HOLMAN
Ann Lee Motel

LILY OGLESBY
Mallard Motel

On /5/68, the following service stations on Highway
82 East, Columbus, Mississippi, were contacted with negative

results

Dave Coughlin
COUGHLIN GULF

Robert Wood
WOOD STANDARD STATION #2

C. D, Brown
MAIN STREET AMACO STATION

James Shepp
MAIN STREET DX STATION

W. K, Gandy
GANDY STANDARD SERVICE STATION

Buford Sparks
FRISCO AMERICAN SERVICE STATION
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date L“_S-68

CHARLES ROBERT GREENE was contacted at his place
of employment, McPHAIL'S Gulf Service Station, West Capitol
Street and Ellis Avenue, at which time he advised that dur-
ing the period 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM on April L, 1968, he was
working at his place of employment.

GRTENE advised that he had no information whatso-
ever concerning the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.
He said he is a firm believer in segregation of the races,
but he does not believe in violence in any form,

GREENE stated that he attends meetings of the
Americans for the Preservation of the White Race, but that
he does not belong to the Klan, and never has been affiliat-
ed with this organization. GRTENE said that regardless of
what peorle may say about him he has no inclination whatso-
ever toward violence, and that he cannot help what people
may say about him. He said he likes to shoot a rifle, and
that sometimes he goes out in the country and practices,
but that this is only for his own rleasure and recreation.

GRTWENE advised that his permanent address, and
his mailing address is 69 Ragsdale Street, lazlehurst, Miss-
issippi, tut that he only spends a night occasionally at
this address. He said he does not actually live at 2882
Terry Road, but frequently visits at this address, which is
the home of Mrs. ERLINE HOWARD, his ex-sister-in-law.
GREWNE stated that actually he does not have an address at
which he regularly stays, and that sometimes he spends the
night at the home of his ex-mother-in-law in Crystal Springs,
and other times he spends the nicrht with one or another of
his women friends. GRFENE declined to furnish the names and
addresses of his women friends, but at onéydid mention the
name of HAZEL. He subsequently said he was referring to
Hazlehurst, Mississippi.

GRYTNE stated that if information concerning an
act of violence should come to his attention he would feel
it his duty to furnish the information to the FBI.

157-9586- s ¢

On )_L-g-F?B at _Jackson, Miss,, File # 157-6351
F7F 17l -50 7

A RENJAMIN F, GRAVES and 174 -135
by SA WTLLIAM W, PRICE, JR, . WWP/wwp Date dictated LL-S—()B {

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loanéd to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 !

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, JACKSON (157-3707) DATE: 4/5/68
FROM :  SA SAMUEL N. JENNINGS
SUBJECT: WILLIAM T, PICKEL; RM (Klan)

CLARIFICATION OF WHEREABOUTS
OF WILLIAM T, PICKEL ON APRIL
4, 1968

On 4/5/68, Mr. TOM C, ROBBINS, Director of
the Highway Commission, Room 711, State Office Build-
ing, Jackson, Miss., advised SA SAMUEL N, JENNINGS
that WILLz?y'T PICKEL, employed by the State Highway

T AT o weTmas wTw i e N aeewe. o s n e

Department /at the State Office Building in Jackson,

was present in the building between 4:00 P.M., and i
5:00 P.M., on April 4, 1968. Mr. ROBBINS said he

personally verified this through fellow workers of

PICKEL, a Mr. LITTLE and a Mr. CANTEBERRY.

Mr. ROBBINS advised that he had recently been |
contacted by Governor JOHN BELL WILLIAMS regarding
WILLIAM T, PICKEL, and the Governor indicated that
the FBI had information on PICKEL which might cause
him to be considered undesirable for continued em-
ployment by the State of Mississippi. Mr. ROBBINS
requested that he be contacted on April .8, 1968, for
an appointment, so that he could obtain whatever in-
formation was available concerning PICKEL,

A separate memorandum has been prepared veri-
fying that WILLIAM T, PICKEL was arrested at Meridian,
Miss., on a traffic charge during the evening of April
4, 1968.
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JN 157-9586

HARROLSON continued that the only other tickets
handled by his drugstore are charge tickets, which carry
the name G. & H., Liggett Rexall Drugstore, Columbus, Miss.
He stated that the date has to be written in by a clerk
and the numbers on these receipts go only to 50.

HARROLSON stated that his drugstore does put
price tags on some articles. He stated that these price
tags are labeled Liggett Rexall, and then the price of the
article is written on the price tag and the price tag is

put on the article.

He stated sacks in which merchandise is placed
do not carry the name of his drugstore. He stated the
only other label used by his drugstore is the label which
is put on preseriptions and these contain the name G & H
Rexall Drugs, Columbus, Mississippi; however, these are
not placed on toilet articles.

HARROLSON continued that Liggett Rexall Drugs
is a chain operation throughout the South., He stated his
drugstore is the only Liggett Rexall Drugs in the state
of Mississipgi; however, other Liggett Drugs are predominant
in Alabama, Georgia, and Florida.

HARROLSON was given a description of the unknown
subject, and he stated he could not recall having sold any
Head and Shoulders shampoo or Palmolive Rapid Shave to axy
individual answering this description.

SONNY SMITH, clerk, G & H Liggett Rexall Drug
Company, stated he could not recall selling any articles to
an individual answering the description of the unknown
subject.
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JN 157-9586

A female clerk is also employed in this store;
however, she was presently at lunch and she will be
contacted when she arrives back at the store.

ROBERT A, MC PHERSON, Mississippi Wholesale
Hardware, Columbus, Miss., stated that he knew of no
Compage or Rompage Hardware in and around the area of
Columbus. He stated the only way he would be able to
check something like this would be through Dun and
Bradstreet and even at that he would have to have the
name of a city.
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