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FBI MEMPHIS

943PM URGENT 4/7/S8 CAP

TO ALL SACS

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 2P

MURKIN; CR. CO MEMPHIS.

RE BUTEL TO ALL SAC’S APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT.

FOR INFO ALL OFFICES, PERTINENT PERIODS IN INVESTIGATION

ARE MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA., AND

APRIL FOUR, SIXTY EIGHT, IN MEMPHIS, TENN. c
IN EVENT ANY DATA DEVELOPED RE SUSPECTS, IF INTERESTED \

OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF SUSPECTS ON DATES ABOVE, - 

\THLS WiY ELIMINATE SUSPECT. IF THIS CANNOT BE DONE, EFFORTS 

/SHOULD BE MADE TO SECURE PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECTS IN QUESTION AND

\FORWARD PHOTOS TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATIO

PERTINENT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD BE INCLUDED WITH PHOTOS.

\ IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE ON BASIS OF ESTABLISHED WHEREABOUTS

IN PERTINENT PERIODS, INTERESTED OFFICES SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS

TO SECURE FINGERPRINTS OF SUSPECT IN QUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME TO

BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION. _
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PAGE TWO
Wrtl ^

SUSPECT .MLE WHITE, 

FIVE FT. EIGHT TO FIVE FT

AGE TWENTY SIX TO FORTY YEARS, HEIGHT 

. ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HU^SrED^6?TY TO

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS.; DARK BROWN OR SANDY HAIR, COMBED STRAIGHT 

BACK. EYES BLUE OR GREEN; MEDIUM RUILD; COMPLEXION AVERAGE, 

SMOOTH. GENERAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE; NEAT.

POSSIBLITY EXISTS SUSPECT IS NON-SMOKER. _ INDICATIONS WERE 

THAT SUSPECT □RENTED ROOM BETWEEN THREE AND THREE THIRTY PM, 

APRIL FOUR, LAST, AND DEPARTED ROOM SHORTLY AFTER SIX PM, NO 

MATCHES OR CIGARETTES FOUND DURING THAT PERIOD, WHICH SUGGESTS 

SUSPECT MAY BE NON-SMOKER.

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUST BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU, 

MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM. P.

END

BH...HEP

FBI BIRMGHAM

JN...REM 
FBI JKSN MISS

LR...X EB

FBI LITTLE R

NO...OLP

FBI NEW ORLS

TU CLR
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FBI MEMPHIS

943PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF

TO ALL SACS

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 2P

MURKIN} CR. 00 MEMPHIS.

RE BUTEL TO ALL SAC’S APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT.

FOR INFO ALL OFFICES, PERTINENT PERIODS IN INVESTIGATION

ARE MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA., AND 

APRIL FOUR, SIXTY EIGHT, IN MEMPHIS, TENN.
IN EVENT ANY DATA DEVELOPED RE SUSPECTS, IF INTERESTED 

OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF SUSPECTS ON DATES ABOVE, 

THIS MAY ELIMINATE SUSPECT. IF THIS CANNOT BE DONE, EFFORTS 

SHOULD BE MADE TO SECURE PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECTS IN QUESTION AND

FORWARD PHOTOS TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATION.

PERTINENT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD BE INCLUDED WITH PHOTOS.

• IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE ON BASIS OF ESTABLISHED WHEREABOUTS

IN PERTINENT PERIODS, INTERESTED OFFICES SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS 

TO SECURE FINGERPRINTS OF SUSPECT IN QUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME TO 

BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION.

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION, BASED ON DATA DEVELOPED IN BIRMINGHAM

AND MEMPHIS, IS AS FOLLOWSl

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

1T“

SUSPECT MALE WHITE, AGE TWENTY SIX TO FORTY YEARS, HEIGHT

FIVE FT. EIGHT TO FIVE FT. ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED FIFTY TO

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS.; DARK BROWN OR SANDY HAIR, COMBED STRAIGHT

BACK. EYES BLUE OR GREEN; MEDIUM RUILD; COMPLEXION AVERAGE,

SMOOTH. GENERAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE; NEAT

POSSIBLITY EXISTS SUSPECT IS NON-SMOKER. INDICATIONS WERE

THAT SUSPECT RENTED ROOM BETWEEN THREE AND THREE THIRTY PM

APRIL FOUR, LAST, AND DEPARTED ROOM SHORTLY AFTER SIX PM. NO

MATCHES OR CIGARETTES FOUND DURING THAT PERIOD, WHICH SUGGESTS

SUSPECT MAY BE NON-SMOKER

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUST BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU

MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM. P

END

BH...HEP

FBI BIRMGHAM

JN...REM 
FBI JKSN MISS

LR • . .X EB

FBI LITTLE R

NO...OLP

FBI NEW ORLS

TU CLR
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FBI WASH DC

332PM URGENT 4-7-68 SAA 
TO ALL CON\MNEN\AL SACS

THIS IS THE CAPTION FOR THE CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION 
TO IDENTIFY PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ASSASSINA­

TION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON

APRIL FOUR LAST.

ALL INVESTIGATION MUST BE HANDLE UNDER THE PER­
SONAL DIRECTION OFlHE SAC. LEADS ARE TO BE AFFORDED

IMMEDIATE, THOROUGH IMAGINATIVE ATTENTION. YOU MUST

EXHAUST ALL POSSIBILITIES FROM SUCH LEADS AS ANY ONE LEAD 

COULD RESULT IN THE SOLUTION OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT INVES­

TIGATION. SAC WILL BE HELD PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY

FAILURE TO PROMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY HANDLE INVESTIGATIONS

IN THIS MATTER.

END

SI ..CEK

FBI SPRNGFLD

OM..JPD

FBI OMAHA

KC..KAM

FBI KAN CITY

PP...RDP

FBI MINNAPLS

LR..MHR

FBI LITTLE R

SL...RJK

FBI ST LOUIS

JN...KCH

FBI JKSN MISS

TU ORP CLR®N*>GGFGVVVVN
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FBI WASH DC 

532PM URGENT 4-7-68 SAA 
TO ALL CON\MNEN\AL SACS 

FROM DIRECTOR IP

MUR^/N .

THIS IS THE CAPTION FOR THE CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION 
TO IDENTIFY PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ASSASSINA- 

nON OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON 

APRIL FOUR LAST.

ALL INVESTIGATION MUST BE HANDLE UNDER THE PER­

SONAL DIRECTION OF THE SAC. LEADS ARE TO BE AFFORDED 

IMMEDIATE, THOROUGH IMAGINATIVE ATTENTION. YOU MUST 

EXHAUST ALL POSSIBILITIES FROM SUCH LEADS AS ANY ONE LEAD 

COULD RESULT IN THE SOLUTION OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT INVES- 

nGATION. SAC WILL BE HELD PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 

FAILURE TO PROMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY HANDLE INVESTIGATIONS 

IN THIS MATTER. 

END 

SI ..CEX 

FBI SPRNGFLD 

OM..JPD 

FBI OMAHA 

KC..KAM 

FBI KAN CITY 

^...RDF 

FBI MINNAPLS 

LR..MHR 

FBI LITTLE R 

SL...FJK 

FBI ST LOUIS 

JN...KCH 

FBI JKSN MISS 

TIJ ORP CLR®N"*GGFRUVVVN

SEARCHED - 
StHLkl^O

-INDEXED

rBI-!JACK$O>
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FBI JKSN MISS

FBI MEMPHIS

728PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF

TO DIRECTOR

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) IP

MURKIN - CR.

INCONNECTION WITH VARIOUS ITEMS WHICH MAY BE OF EVIDENCE

IN INSTANT CASE, TWO CANS OF SCH LITZ BEER RECOVERED FROM BLUE 

OVERNIGHT BAG DROPPED BY SUSPECT IN MEMPHIS. THESE SCHLITZ BEER 

CANS WERE INSIDE LARGE BROWN PAPER BAG BEARING TRADE NAME, 

"HOMESTEAD" REGISTERED TO GRAHAM PAPER CO., ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. ^

MISSISSIPPI STATE TAX STAMP BORE ONLY NUMBERS ZERO THREE OVER 

o/e FIVE EIGHT. MEMPHIS NOT AWARE OF EXACT SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE 

NUMBERS. POSSIBILITY EXISTS THESE NUMBERS MAY APPLY TO A TAX PAID

BY A DISTRIBUTOR OR WHOLESALER AND COULD CONCEIVABLY INDICATE AREA

IN WHICH BEER SOLD. .

REQUEST JACKSON OFFICE EXPLORE SIGNIFICANCE AND POSSIBLE- ’

MENAING OF NUMBERS WITHIN TAX STAMP. IF NUMBERS DESIGNATE

PARTICULAR AREA SERVED BY DISTRIBUTOR IN JACKSON, REQUEST THAT

JACKSON ALSO DETERMINE WHAT RETAILERS OF BEER IN SAME AREA MAY _ ,
\ - /^f^^°7POSSIBLY USE PAPER BAG BEARING ABOVE IDENTIFYING DATE- P- 1
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FBI JKSN MISS - . ’

FBI MEMPHIS 

728PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF 

' TO DIRECTOR

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) IP

MURKIN - CR.

INCONNECTION WITH VARIOUS ITEMS WHICH MAY BE OF EVIDENCE 

IN INSTANT CASE, TWO CANS OF SCHLITZ BEER RECOVERED FROM BLUE 

OVERNIGHT BAG DROPPED BY SUSPECT IN MEMPHIS. THESE SCHLITZ BEER 

CANS WERE INSIDE LARGE BROWN PAPER BAG BEARING TRADE NAME, 

"HOMESTEAD" REGISTERED TO GRAHAM PAPER CO., ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI.

MISSISSIPPI STATE TAX STAMP BORE ONLY NUMBERS ZERO TH^EE OVER 

ONE FIVE EIGHT. MEMPHIS NOT AWARE OF EXACT SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE 
■ 1 — '

NUMBERS. POSSIBILITY EXISTS THESE NUMBERS MAY APPLY TO A TAX PAID 

BY A DISTRIBUTOR OR WHOLESALER AND COULD CONCEIVABLY INDICATE AREA 

IN WHICH BEER SOLD.

REQUEST JACKSON OFFICE EXPLORE SIGNIFICANCE AND POSSIBLE 

MENAING OF NUMBERS WITHIN TAX STAMP. IF NUMBERS DESIGNATE 

PARTICULAR AREA SERVED BY DISTRIBUTOR IN JACKSON, REQUEST THAT 

JACKSON ALSO DETERMINE WHAT RETAILERS OF BEER IN SAME AREA MAY 

7POSSIBLY USE PAPER BAG BEARING ABOVE IDENTIFYING DATE. P.
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SAC, JACKSON (157-8586) 4/8/68

SUPERVISOR PAUL 8. ALKER

MURKIN

Re Memphis tel to Bureau 4/7/68

Mr. HILLIS MC LKMORE, Manager, Graham Paper Co
750 Rieka, Jackson, advised that the name "Homestead" is 
the trade name for paper bags disbributed by Graham Paper 
Company. He stated the bag could have been manufactured in 
a number of mlIla which manufacture baga for Graham under 
the trade name and that possibly the point of manufacture 
could be identified by examination of the **8 itself at St. 
Louis. He stated that they might be able to recognise the 

>»c'dye used to Imprint the trsde name, as there would probably 
be some slight difference at each of the mills.

MC LENORE stated that the

He stated that 901 of the businesa in the State of 
Misaissippi la sales to jobbers, who in turn sell to individual 
stores or retsilers. He ststed his territory covers central 
Mississippi, but that he does go up as far as Greenville and 
Indianola on the west side of the stste, but drops down to
Macon on the eaat of the state
Memphis distributor, CHRIS REHKOPP, covers northern Mississippi 
and that the New Orleans office covers southern Mississippi. 
He ststed that if given the site of the bag each distributor 
could tell to which jobbers he had sold bsgs of that sise within 
the past three months. He stated it would then be necessary to 
find out from the jobbers to whom they had sold bags.

Mr. MC LENORE stated he will cooperate in any wsy 
possible but that without additional information as to the 
ba£ lt.seIf he could not provide any data concerning it at thio

(2)

on
SEARCHED—A—JNDEXED 
SERIALIZED JirJItED _

APR 9 1968
FBI—JAC
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1181 EDITION
OSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to :

FROM :

subject:

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

SUPERVISOR PAUL

MURKIN

Re Memphis

R. ALKER

750 
the

HILLIS 
Ricks, Jackson, .

date: 4/8/68

tel to Bureau, 4/7/68
/ 5/9 (kua. i..O-^L>-^

MC LEMORE'; Manager, Graham Paper Co 
advised ^that the name '’Homestead” is

trade name for paper bags disbributed by Graham Paper
Company. He stated the bag could have been manufactured in 
a number of mills which manufacture bags for Graham under 
the trade name and that possibly the point of manufacture 
could be Identified by examination of the bag itself at St. 
Louis. He stated that they might be able to recognize the 

P/c dye used to imprint the trade name, as there would probably 
be some slight difference at each of the mills.

He stated that 907. of the business in the State of 
Mississippi is sales to jobbers, who in turn sell to individual 
stores or retailers. He stated his territory covers central 
Mississippi, but that he does go up as far as Greenville and 
Indianola on the west side of the state, but drops down to 
Macon on the east of the state. Mr. MC LEMORE stated that the 
Memphis distributor, CHRIS REHKOPF, covers northern Mississippi 
and that the New Orleans office covers southern Mississippi. 
He stated that if given the size of the bag each distributor 
could tell to which jobbers he had sold bags of that size within 
the past three months. He stated it would then be necessary to 
find out from the jobbers to whom they had sold bags. <

Mr. MC LEMORE stated he will cooperate in any way
possible but that without additional information as to the 
bag itself he could not provide any data concerning it at this

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

FBI JKSN MISS 

12-45PM URGENT 4-8-68 BJM 

TO DIRECTOR, DALLAS, MEMPHIS, AND BIRMINGHAM 

FROM JACKSON (157-9586) 4P 

MURKIN - CR

REJNTEL CALL TO TYLER, TEXAS RA APRIL EIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT. 

MEMPHIS BY TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED APRIL SEVEN, LAST, 

ADVISED THAT IN CONNECTION WITH VARIOUS ITEMS WHICH MAY BE OF 

EVIDENCE IN INSTANT CASE, TWO CANS OF SCHLITZ BEER WERE RECOVERED 

FROM A BLUE OVERNIGHT BAG DROPPED BY SUSPECT IN MEMPHIS. THESE 

SCHLITZ BEER CANS WERE INSIDE A LARGE BROWN PAPER BAG BEARING 

TRADE NAME "HOMESTEAD" REGISTERED TO GRAHAM PAPER CO., ST. LOUIS, 

MO. BE?ER CANS BORE MISS. STATE TAX STAMP NUMBERS ZERO THREE OVER ONE 

FIVE EIGHT. THE MEMPHIS OFFICE ADVISED THEY WERE NOT AWARE OF THE 

EXACT SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE NUMBERS, BUT THAT POSSIBILITY EXISTED 

NUMBERS MIGHT APPLY TO A TAX PAID BY A DISTRIBUTOR AND COULD 

CONCEIVABLY INDICATE AREA IN WHICH BEER WAS SOLD. 

END PAGE ONE
Searched.'....... 
Serialized-.. 
Indexed.....................n _

’ jailed. - - *
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PAGE TWO JN 157-9586

THE JACKSON OFFICE WAS REQUESTED TO EXPLORE THE SIGNIFICANCE 

AND POSSIBLE MEANING OF NUMBERS OR TAX STAMP. IF THE NUMBERS 

DESIGNATED A PARTICULAR AREA SERVED BY A DISTRIBUTOR IN MISS., 

IT WAS REQUESTED THAT JACKSON ALSO DETERMINE WHAT RETAILERS 

APPEAR IN SAME AREA MIGHT ALSO POSSIBLY USE PAPER BAG BEARING 

ABOVE IDENTIFYING DATA.

MR. JAMES JONES, TOBACCO, BEER, AND PRIVILEGE TAX DIVISION, 

MISS. STATE TAX COMMISSION, JACKSON, MISS., ADVISED THIS DATE 

THAT NUMBERS ON TAX STAMP EFFECTED BY SCHLITZ BREWING CO., 

LONGVIEW, TEXAS, AT TIME BEER IS CANNED AND FOR NO PARTICULAR 

SIGNIFICANCE TO MISS. TAX COMMISSION. MR. JONES ADVISED THAT 

BREWERY AT LONGVIEW, TEXAS, MIGHT POSSIBLY ATTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANCE 

TO NUMBERS ON TAX STAMP AND MIGHT CONCEIVABLY BE ABLE TO ADVISE 

DISTRIBUTOR TO WHICH INSTANT CANS SHIPPED.

AS A RESULT OF REFERENCED TEL CALL, SA CHARLES L. BROWN, 

RA, TYLER, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT HIS INITIAL INQUIRY AT SCHLITZ 

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THRE|: JN 157-958€ x

BREWING COMPANY, LONGVIEW, TEXAS, INDICATES THAT ABOVE 

CAPTIONED NUMBERS INDICATE THAT BEER WAS CANNED ON MARCH FIFTEEN, 

SIXTYEIGHT, LONGVIEW, TEXAS, AND SUBSEQUENTLY SHIPPED TO STATE 

OF MISS. NO OTHER SIGNIFICANCE CAN BE ATTACHED TO THIS NUMBER. '

SCHLITZ BREWERY RECORDS INDICATE STATE OF MISS. HAS FIFTEEN "

DISTRIBUTORS. IDENTITY OF THESE DISTRIBUTORS BEING DETERMINED 

IN EVENT FURTHER IDENTIFYING INFORMATION RELATIVE TO BEER 

CANS IS OBTAINED.

HILLIS MC LEMORE, MANAGER, GRAHAM PAPER CO., JACKSON, '

MISS., ADVISED THIS DATE NAME "HOMESTEAD" IS TRADE NAME FOR 

BAGS DISTRIBUTED BY THEIR COMPANY. BAG IN QUESTION COULD HAVE 

BEEN MANUFACUTRED IN NUMBER OF MILLS WHICH MANUFACTURE BAGS 

FOR GRAHAM UNDER TRADE NAME, AND POSSIBLY THE POINT OF MANUFACTURE 

COULD BE IDENTIFIED BY EXAMINATION OF BAG ITSELF AT ST. LOUIS.

STATED COULD POSSIBLY RECOGNIZE DIE USED TO IMPRINT TRADE NAME, '

AS DIE COULD BE DIFFERENT AT EACH OF THE MILLS. NINETY PERCENT 

OF HIS BUSINESS IN STATE OF MISSISSIPPI IS SALES TO JOBBERS .

WHO IN TURN SELL TO INDIVIDUAL STORED OR RETAILERS. 

END PAGE THREE
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FBI DALLAS ■

FBI JKSN MISS

12-53ST. LOUIS. END 
i

sew

FBI DALLAS
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FBI WASH DC 

i '

FBI JKSN MISS 

1-02-S. END 

CAB 

‘ FBI WASH DC
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FBI BIRMGHAM *

,FBI JKSN HISS 

1-1 Sx tt5YJ:«tt

SSP

FBI BIRMGHAM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR JN 157-9586

THE MEMPHIS DISTRIBUTOR, CHRIS REHKOPF, COVERS NORTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI AND NEW ORLEANS OFFICE COVERS SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI. 

IF GIVEN SIZE OF BAG EACH DISTRIBUTOR COULD TELL TO WHICH 

JOBBERS HE HAD SOLD BAGS OF THAT SIZE WITHIN PAST THREE MONTHS. 

IT WOULD THEN BE NECESSARY TO FIND OUT FROM JOBBERS TO WHOM 

THEY HAD SOLD BAG. . ’ ?

DALLAS AT LONGVIEW TEXAS, EXPEDITE COVERAGE OF LEAD AND 

ADVISE BUREAU, MEMPHIS AND JACKSON OF RESULTS FOLOW BY THREE 

ZERO TWO’S TO MEMPHIS.

MEMPHIS WILL INTERVIEW CHRIS REHKOPF, MEMPHIS DISTRIBUTOR, '

AND CONSIDER EXHIBIT OF BAG FOR EXAMINATION TO DETERMINE TO WHICH 

JOBBERS HE HAS SOLD BAGS FOR PAST THREE MONTHS.

AM COPIES TO NEW ORLEANS AND ST. LOUIS. END ,

MCP 

FBI MEMPHIS
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F B I

D^e: 4/8/68

Transmit the following in____ _____________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE .
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, DALLAS, . 1 MEMPHIS, AND BIRMINGHAM

FROM JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN CR

REJNTEL CALL TO TYLER, TEXAS RA APRIL EIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT

MEMPHIS BY TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED APRIL SEVEN

LAST, ADVISED THAT IN CONNECTION WITH VARIOUS ITEMS WHICH MAY

BE OF EVIDENCE IN INSTANT CASE, TWO CANS OF SCHLITZ BEER WERE

RECOVERED FROM A BLUE OVERNIGHT BAG DROPPED BY SUSPECT IN

MEMPHIS THESE SCHLITZ BEER CANS WERE INSIDE A LARGE BROWN

PAPER BAG BEARING TRADE NAME "HOMESTEAD" REGISTERED TO GRAHAM

PAPER CO., ST. LMKS, MO BEER CANS BORE MISS. STATE TAX

STAMP NUMBERS ZERO THREE OVER ONE FIVE EIGHT. THE MEMPHIS

OFFICE ADVISED THEY WERE NOT AWARE OF THE EXACT SIGNIFICANCE

OF THESE NUMBERS, BUT THAT POSSIBILITY EXISTED NUMBERS MIGHT

APPLY TO A TAX PAID BY A DISTRIBUTOR AND COULD CONCEIVABLY

INDICATE AREA IN WHICH BEER WAS SOLD
1 - NEW ORLEANS (AM) 
A - ST. LOUIS (AM)

JACKSON ' 

LDPilsk
(3)

Approved:
Special Agent i harge

w & ■ >W 

PFi /rr.£3 p 
uj 4 /,'oa f 
AH /ti8 P

P^F

File
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) I
I 
I

I 
FBI |

Date:

Transmit the following in ____________________________ ._______________________________|
(Type in plaintext or code) •

Via_______________________________________________________________________________ [
(Priority) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ J_____________

PAGE TWO

THE JACKSON OFFICE WAS REQUESTED TO EXPLORE THE SIGNI­

FICANCE AND POSSIBLE MEANING OF NUMBERS OR TAX STAMP. IF THE 

NUMBERS DESIGNATED A PARTICULAR AREA SERVED BY A DISTRIBUTOR 

IN MISS., rr WAS REQUESTED THAT JACKSON ALSO DETERMINE WHAT 

RETAILERS APPEAR IN SAME AREA MIGHT ALSO POSSIBLY USE PAPER 

BAG BEARING ABOVE IDENTIFYING DATA.

MR. JAMES JONES, TOBACCO, BEER, AND PRIVILEGE TAX DIVISION, 

MISS. STATE TAX COMMISSION, JACKSON, MISS., ADVISED THIS DATE 

THAT NUMBERS ON TAX STAMP EFFECTED BY SCHLITZ BREWING CO., 

LONGVIEW, TEXAS, AT TIME BEER IS CANNED AND FOR NO PARTICULAR 

SIGNIFICANCE TO MISS. TAX COMMISSION. MR. JONES ADVISED 

THAT BREWERY AT LONGVIEW, TEXAS, MIGHT POSSIBLY ATTRIBUTE 

SIGNIFICANCE TO NUMBERS ON TAX STAMP AND MIGHT CONCEIVABLY 

BE ABLE TO ADVISE DISTRIBUTOR TO WHICH INSTANT CANS SHIPPED.

AS A RESULT OF REFERENCED TEL CALL, SA CHARLES L. BROWN, 

RA, TYLER, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT HIS INITIAL INQUIRY AT SCHLITZ

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-3» (R.v. 5-22-64) |

FBI |

Date: ।

Transmit the following in______________________________  _____________________________ j
(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via ________________________________________________________________________________ !
(Priority) ।

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ J-------------

PAGE THREE

BREWING COMPANY, LONGVIEW, TEXAS, INDICATES THAT ABOVE 

CAPTIONED NUMBERS INDICATE THAT BEER WAS CANNED ON MARCH 

FIFTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT, AND SUBSEQUENTLY SHIPPED TO STATE OF 

MISS. NO OTHER SIGNIFICANCE CAN BE ATTACHED TO THIS NUMBER. 

SCHLTTZ BREWERY RECORDS INDICATE STATE OF MISS. HAS FIFTEEN 

DISTRIBUTORS. IDENTITY OF THESE DISTRIBUTORS BEING 

DETERMINED IN EVENT FURTHER IDENTIFYING INFORMATION RELATIVE 

TO BEER CANS IS OBTAINED.

HILLIS MC LEMORE, MANAGER, GRAHAM PAPER CO., JACKSON, 

MISS., ADVISED THIS DATE NAME "HOMESTEAD” IS TRADE NAME FOR 

BAGS DISTRIBUTED BY THEIR COMPANY. BAG IN QUESTION COULD 

HAVE BEEN MANUFACTURED IN NUMBER OF MILLS WHICH MANUFACTURE 

BAGS FOR GRAHAM UNDER TRADE NAM^AND POSSIBLY THE POINT OF 

MANUFACTURE COULD BE IDENTIFIED BY EXAMINATION OF BAG ITSELF 

AT ST. LOUIS. STATED COULD POSSIBLY RECOGNIZE DIE USED TO 

IMPRINT TRADE NAME, AS DIE COULD BE DIFFERENT AT EACH OF 

THE MILLS. NINETY PERCENT OF HIS BUSINESS IN STATE OF

Approved:,------------------------------------------- Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) I

I 
I 

FBI |

Date: I
I 

Transmit the following in ----------------------------------------- —--------------- ------------------------------- 1
(Type in plaintext or code) 1

Via -------------------------------------------------------------------------------     1
(Priority) ।

___________________________________________________________________________________ J____________

PAGE FOUR

MISSISSIPPI IS SALES TO JOBBERS WHO IN TURN SELL TO INDIVIDUAL 

STORES OR RETAILERS.

THE MEMPHIS DISTRIBUTOR, CHRIS REHKOPF, COVERS NORTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI AND NEW ORLEANS OFFICE COVERS SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI. 

IF GIVEN SIZE OF BAG EACH DISTRIBUTOR COULD TELL TO WHICH 

JOBBERS HE HAD SOLD BAGS OF THAT SIZE WITHIN PAST THREE MONTHS. 

IT WOULD THEN BE NECESSARY TO FIND OUT FROM JOBBERS TO WHOM 

THEY HAD SOLD BAGS.

DALLAS AT LONGVIEW TEXAS EXPEDITE COVERAGE OF LEAD AND 

ADVISE BUREAU #B MEMPHISJl^A'£>
WM^^JACKSOir^^ifl^^B RESULT^ FOLLOW BY THREE ZERO 

TWO’S TO MEMPHIS.

MEMPHIS WILL INTERVIEW CHRIS REHKOPF, MEMPHIS DISTRIBUTOR, 

AND CONSIDER EXHIBIT OF BAG FOR EXAMINATION TO DETERMINE TO 

WHICH JOBBERS HE HAS SOLD BAGS FOR PAST THREE MONTHS.

AM COPIES TO NEW ORLEANS AND ST. LOUIS.

END.

Approved:  Sent M Per---------------------------
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI JACKSVLE

FBI JKSN MISS

12-17PM URGENT 4-8-68 BJM

TO DIRECTOR (MAIL) AND JACKSONVILLE

s FROM JACKSON (1 57-9586) 2P

MURKIN - CR

FOR INFO JACKSONVILLE DIVISION, BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA, 

WHITE MALE, DOB SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA,

FIVE FEET TEN INCHES, ONE SEVENTY POUNDS, DARK BROWN HAIR, 

OLIVE COMPLEXION, MEDIUM BUILD, RESIDENCE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE 

DEWEY STREET, GREENWOOD, MISS., PREVIOUSLY ARRESTED JUNE, 

SIXTY THREE, BY BUREAU AGENTS, JACKSON DIVISION, FOR MURDER OF 

MEDGAR EVERS, NAACP FIELD SECRETARY, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, WHO 

WAS SLAIN IN JACKSON, MISS., IN JUNE, SIXTYTHREE.

BECKWITH TRIED ON TWO OCCASIONS AND JURY UNABLE TO REACH 

A VERDICT BOTH INCIDENTS. BECKWITH HAS PROPENSITY FOR VIOLENCE 

AND ASSOCIATED WITH KKK IN MISSISSIPPI.

ON INSTANT DATE, CHARLES D. BARRENTINE OF BARRENTINE 

MANUFACTURING COMPANY, INC., GREENWOOD, MISSISSIPPI, BECKWITH’S 

END PAGE ONE .

Search'cd__^  Q  
Serialize- - ._________' .. „."
^rced . H -

. Xilei----- -------„

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO JN 157-9586

EMPLOYER, ADVISED THAT A DAILY REPORT WORKSHEET RECEIVED 

INSTANT AM INDICATES BECKWITH, A FARM AND MARINE EQUIPMENT 

SALESMAN, WAS IN CONTACT WITH AND RECEIVED AN ORDER FROM 

J. P. BROWN MOTOR SALES, HIGHWAY NINETY, GREENVILLE, FLORIDA, 

LEAVING TWO FIFTEEN PM, APRIL FOUR, LAST, AND WAS IN CONTACT 

WITH PERRY TRUCK AND TRACTOR COMPANY, PERRY FLORIDA, LEAVING 

nVE FORTY FIVE PM, APRIL FOUR, LAST. BARRENTINE STATED THAT 

BECKWITH'S DAILY REPORT INDICATED HE WAS SPENDING THE EVENING 

OF APRIL FOUR, LAST, IN THE PERRY, FLORIDA AREA, SPECIFIC 

LOCATION NOT INDICATED.

JACKSONVILLE; WILL IMMEDIATELY VERIFY BECKWITH'S 

PRESENCE IN THE ABOVE AREA AS OF THE TIME AND DATE INDICATED. 

VERIFY THROUGH INVESTIGATION WHERE SPENT EVENING. KING WAS 

SHOT AROUND SIX ZERO ONE PM APRIL FOUR LAST. PHOTOS OF BECKWITH 

WITH BACKGROUND ARE IN POSSESSION OF MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM.

AM COPY TO BUREAU, BIRMINGHAM, AND MEMPHIS. END.

WM 

FBI JACKSVLE 

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Ml 'it

F B I

Date: 4/8/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

Fa *
TO DIRECTOR (MAIL) AND JACKSONVILLE

FROM JACKSON (157-9586)(P) .

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIAWHITE MALE, DOB

OLIVE

DEWEY

SIXTY

VIOLENCE AND ASSOCIATED WITH KKK IN MISSISSIPPI

•3

FOR INFO JACKSONVILLE DIVISION, BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA

ON INSTANT DATE, CHARLES D. BARRENTINE OF BARRENTINE

FIVE FEET TEN INCHES, ONE SEVENTY POUNDS, DARK BROWN HAIR

«5

STREET, GREENWOOD, MISS., PREVIOUSLY ARRESTED JUNE

MURKIN - CR

M.

<1
iecial Agent i arge

COMPLEXION, MEDIUM BUILD, RESIDENCE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE

THREE, BY BUREAU AGENTS, JACKSON DIVISION, FOR MURDER

OF MEDGAR EVERS, NAACP FIELD SECRETARY, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

WHO WAS SLAIN IN JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN JUNE, SIXTYTHREE

BECKWITH TRIED ON TOO OCCASIONS AND JURY UNABLE TO REACH

A VERDICT BOTH INCIDENTS. DE=feA BECKWITH HAS PROPENSITY FOR

MANUFACTURING COMPANY, INC., GREENWOOD, MISSISSIPPI, M-tA'

1 - Bureau (AM)
1 - Birmingham (AM) 

Memphis (AM) 
Jackson

(4)

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Transmit the following in_____________________ ■ '___________________________ I
(Type in plaintext or code) ■ I

I
Via------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------------  

(Priority)-----------------------------------------j
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ - --------------------

PAGE TWO

BECKWITH’S EMPLOYER, ADVISED THAT A DAILY REPORT WORKSHEET 

RECEIVED INSTANT AM INDICATES Bi^A BECKWITH, A FARM AND MARINE 

EQUIPMENT SALESMAN, WAS IN CONTACT WITH AND RECEIVED AN ORDER 

FROM J. P. BROWN MOTOR SALES, HIGHWAY NINETY, GREENVILLE, 

FLORIDA, LEAVING TWO FIFTEEN PM, APRIL FOUR, LAST, AND WAS IN 

CONTACT WITH PERRY TRUCK AND TRACTOR COMPANY, PERRY FLORIDA, 

LEAVING FIVE FORTY FIVE PM, APRIL FOUR, LAST. BARRENTINE 

STATED THAT B^A BECKWITH'S DAILY REPORT INDICATED HE WAS 

SPENDING THE EVENING OF APRIL FOUR, LAST, IN THE PERRY, 

FLORIDA, AREA, SPECIFIC LOCATION NOT INDICATED.

JACKSONVILLE: WILL IMMEDIATELY VERIFY BfcfcA BECKWITH'S 

PRESENCE IN THE ABOVE AREA AS OF THE TIME AND DATE INDICATED. 

VERIFY THROUGH INVESTIGATION WHERE SPENT EVENING. KING WAS 

SHOT AROUND SIX ZERO ONE PM APRIL FOUR LAST. PHOTOS OF MS^. 

BECKWITH WITH BACKGROUND ARE IN POSSESSION OF MEMPHIS AND 

BIRMINGHAM.

AM COPY TO BUREAU, BIRMINGHAM, AND MEMPHIS.

Approved: ________ ____________________
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI JKSN MISS
:)

A

FBI MIAMI

1:55 AM EST URGENT 4/9/68 LVA

TO DIRECTOR , MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON

FROM MIAMI

MURKIN, CR

REMEMPHIS TEL TO BUREAU RE BOB MC GOWAN, DATED FOUR EIGHT SIXTY 

EIGHT.

MC GOWAN OPERATED AS SOURCE ON DIFFERENT OCCASSIONS COVERING

KLAN ACTIVITIES AND RACIAL MATTERS. HE FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 

IN PAST, HOWEVER, IN JANUARY SIXTYEIGHT HE DROPPED OUT OF SIGHT, 

CONTACT DISCONTINUED AND CASE CLOSED. RECONTACT NOT MADE UNTIL 

HIS TELEPHONE CALL PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED. THIS INFORMATION 

FURNISHED FOR LEAD ONLY. MIAMI NOT IN POSITION TO 

EVALUATE RELABILITY OF THIS INFORMATION.

END

WA ...

JN..BLH

FBI JKSN MISS

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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i FBI JKSN MISS *

; FBI MIAMI -

1155 AM EST URGENT 4/9/68 LVA i

TO DIRECTOR , MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON 

FROM MIAMI

MURKIN, CR

REMEMPHIS TEL TO BUREAU RE BOB MC GOWAN, DATED FOUR EIGHT SIXTY 

EIGHT.

MC GOWAN OPERATED AS SOURCE ON DIFFERENT OCCASSIONS COVERING 

KLAN ACTIVITIES AND RACIAL MATTERS. HE FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 

IN PAST, HOWEVER, IN JANUARY SIXTYEIGHT HE DROPPED OUT OF SIGHT, 

CONTACT DISCONTINUED AND CASE CLOSED. RECONTACT NOT MADE UNTIL 

HIS TELEPHONE CALL PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED. THIS INFORMATION 

FURNISHED FOR LEAD ONLY. MIAMI NOT IN POSITION TO 

EVALUATE RELABILITY OF THIS INFORMATION.

END

WA...

JN..BLH

FBI JKSN MISS 

P

^.L—*l*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI I

Date: 4/6/68 I
I

Transmit the following in---- -------- ------------------------------—------------------------------ —----- - —I
(Type in plain text or code) |

Via__________AIRTEL___________ AM_________________________________ |
(Priority or Method of Mailing) ।

____________________________________________________________________________________L

TO! SAC, ALBANY

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Note CHANGED title. Previously carried under 
"Assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.",

All offices receiving copies of this Airtel note that 
Bureau has designated above caption as approved code word for 
investigation dealing with murder of Dr. KING.

Information under above caption should pertain only to 
investigation that may have bearing on identifying subject instant 
case. All other information pertaining to racial incidents, and 
racial activity.arising out of assassination Dr. KING should not 
be submitted under above caption, but should be submitted by 
interested offices under the appropriate caption pertaining to 
Racial Matters.

In addition, all offices in receipt of this information 
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security Informants, 
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina­
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known 
hate groups.

ARMED & DANGEROUS.
ALL COPIES AIR MAIL: 
2 ALBANY 5TANSAS CITY
2 ATLANTA
2 BIRMINGHAM
2 BOSTON
2 BUFFALO
2 CHARLOTTE
2 CHICAGO
2 CINCINNATI
2 DALLAS 
^DETROIT 
2UTACKSON

2 LOS ANGELES
2 MILWAUKEE
2 NEWARK
2 NEW YORK
2 PHILADELPHIA
2 RICHMOND
2 SALT LAKE CITY
2 SAN FRANCISCO
2 SEATTLE
2 SPRINGFIELD

SEARCHED INDEXED x
SERIAUZED^^^-FiLED—^f

RGJ4BN
(44)

Approved: M Per------------------------------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I

FBI

Date: 4/6/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL AM
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: SAC, ALBANY

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

C !MURKIN

Note CHANGED title. Previously carried under 
"Assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR." ,

All offices receiving copies of this Airtel note that 
Bureau has designated above caption as approved code word for 
Investigation dealing with murder of Dr, KING.

Information under above caption should pertain only to 
investigation that may have bearing on identifying subject instant 
case. All other information pertaining to racial incidents, and 
racial activity.arising out of assassination Dr. KING should not 
be submitted under above caption, but should be submitted by 
interested offices under the appropriate caption pertaining to 
Racial Matters.

In addition, all offices in receipt of this information 
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security Informants, 
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina­
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known 
hate groups.

ARMED & DANGEROUS 
ALL COPIES AIR MAIL:

TTANSAS CITY2 ALBANY
2 ATLANTA 2 LOS ANGELES
2 BIRMINGHAM 2 MILWAUKEE
2 BOSTON 2 NEWARK
2 BUFFALO 2 NEW YORK
2 CHARLOTTE 2 PHILADELPHIA
2 CHICAGO 2 RICHMOND
2 CINCINNATI 2 SALT LAKE CITY
2 DALLAS 2 SAN FRANCISCO

^2 DETROIT 2 SEATTLE
r2\jACKSON 2 SPRINGFIELD
RGJ:BN -------

M Per---------------------------

(44)

Approved: ______ r~
Special In Charge -

Sent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI JKS« MISS

FBI BIRMGHAM

3:55

PM 4-8-68 URGENT AMB

TO DIRECTOR, JACKSON AND MEMPHIS 
FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P) ■

MURKIN. CR. 00: MEMPHIS.

ON THIS DATE, KEN TURNER , RELIANCE mt COMPANY, COTTONDALE, 

ALABAMA, ADVISED THAT EUGENE SMITH (W^FIELD WAS DISCHARGED FROM THE 

COMPANY ON MARCH TWELVE, SIXTYEIGH^ AND HIS CHECK WAS FORWARDED TO 

HIM IN CARE OF L. E. MATTHEW; ROUTE THREE, BOX THREE EIGHT ONE M, 

FLORENCE, MISSISSIPPI. FOR INFORMATION OF JACKSON, COSBY E. 

MANSFIELD, FATHER, ADVISED THAT WHEREABOUTS OF EUGENE MANSFIELD 

UNKNOWN; HOWEVER, RECEIVED A CALL FROM HIM LAST WEEKEND AND EUpdlE 

SAID WAS IN MISSISSIPPI, CITY NOT GIVEN. /

JACKSON, AT FLORENCE, MISSISSIPPI, DETERMINE WHEREAB/JTS OF

MANSFIELD DURING PERTINENT PERIOD

END AND ACK

FBI JKSN MISS
SEARCHED. 
SERIALIZED

INDEXED
FTfED_

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI JKSN MISS

FBI MOBILE

1:07PM URGENT 4/8/68 CRS

TOt JACKSON (157-2866)

FROMs MOBILE (157-2627)

MURKIN

RE JACKSON TELETYPE TO MOBILE AND PHOENIX, APR. FIVE, 

LAST, AND PHOENIX TELETYPE TO JACKSON AND MOBILE, SAME DATE.

OWNER, EDISON DEKLE CO., ADVISED THIS DATE THAT DRIVER 

JAMES MC KAY ARRIVED MOBILE, ALA. A.M., APR. SEVEN , LAST, 

WITH LOAD OF PRODUCE. MC KAY OPERATING AMERICAN CYANAMID 

TRAILER BEARING TAG T - THREE THREE.

SHIPPING PAPERS SIGNED BY MC KAY SHOWED PICK UP APR. FOUR, 

LAST, AT BRADLEY PRODUCE, SIX TWO ONE ZERO N. FIVE FIVE AVE., 

GLENDALE, ARIZ., AND F. G. GILVERT CO., DIXIE, ARIZ., SAME 

DATE. ARIZ. INSPECTION CERTIFICATES DATED APR. FOUR , LAST, 

VERIFIED ABOVE.

OWNER ADVISED MC KAY DEPARTED MOBILE, APR. SEVEN, LAST,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO 157-2627 

PAGE TWO

EN ROUTE TO JACKSON, AND THAT DRIVE’S DAILY LOG WOULD BE 

IN POSSESSION OF AMERICAN CYANAMID. AIRMAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS 

AND BIRMINGHAM. P.

END.BJM 

FBI JKSN MISS 

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

THIS

CHARGE

OLD

SIX FEET

Per

Searched— 

Serialized 
Indexed 
Filed.

1 - Bureau (AM) 
£^ Jackson 
RTRibal .

(2)x3/z- n

URGENTTELETYPE

JACKSON (157-9586)FROM

DOB

IN NINETEEN SIXTY ONE ON A DWI CHARGE

Approved: Sent -6
ipecial Agent in Charge

MURKIN, RM

■• ',' Transmit the following in

DIRECTOR (MAIL), AND CHICAGO AND MEMPHIS

ROBERT OWEN SHERIDAN, TWO ZERO EIGHT, JOLIET ROAD

PLAINFIELD, ILLINOIS, ARRESTED HOLLY SPRINGS, MISS

DATE BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND BEING HELD ON VAGRANCY

SHERIDAN DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE, THIRTY TWO YEARS

TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE POUNDS, BROWN HAIR AND EYES, AND

RECEDING FOREHEAD, HAS SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER

SHERIDAN ADMITS BEING ARRESTED BY AURORA, ILL., PD

SHERIDAN CLAIMS HE WAS RELEASED FROM THE MERCYVILL

HOSPITAL IN AURORA. ILL., WHERE HE WAS CONFINED DURING THE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Date: 4/8/68



. FBI [

Date: 4/8/68 [

Transmit the following in_____________________________ .______________________________ 1
(Type in plaintext or code) '

Via____________________ ________________________ ._______________________________________ J 
(Priority)___________________________।

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ .1------------------- -----

PAGE TWO

PERIOD OF JARCH SEVENTEEN THROUGH APRIL TWO, LAST. STATES 

DOCTOR WAS FNU UREBEE OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. !

SHERIDAN CLAIMS HE ARRIVED IN MILLINGTON, TENN., ON 

THURSDAY, APRIL FOUR LAST AND HAS CONTINUOUSLY BEEN 

REGISTERED AT THE RIP VAN WRINKLE MOTEL IN MILLINGTON. 

SHERIDAN STATES THAT HE TRAVELED TO HOLLY SPRINGS, MISS., 

ON APRIL SEVEN LAST, AND CHECKED INTO THE HOLLY INN MOTEL 

WHERE HE WAS RESIDING WHEN ARRESTED. SHERIDAN CLAIMS HE 

WAS MAINTAINING TWO SEPARATE MOTEL ROOMS, ONE IN MILLINGTON, 

TENN., AND ONE IN HOLLY SPRINGS, MISS., BECAUSE HE WAS 

UNABLE TO MAKE LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALLS FROM TENNESSEE 

. AS RESULT OF TELEPHONE LINES BEING TIED UP AT ALL TIMES.

SHERIDAN STATES THAT HE CURRENTLY HAS CLOTHING AT THE 

RIP VAN WRINKLE MOTEL AT MILLINGTON, AND THAT HE INTENDED 

TO RETURN TO THIS MOTEL. HE STATES THAT A BROWN OR TAN 

COLORED SUITCASE CONTAINING A POLAROID CAMERA, ONE PAIR OF 

BLACK TROUSERS AND OTHER ASSORTED ITEMS WAS STOLEN FROM

Approved:  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (R<», S-22-64) ■

FBI [

Date; 4/8/68 |

Transmit the following in__________________     I
(Type in plaintext cr code) ' I

Via __;
(Priority) ।

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------  ij__________  

PAGE THREE

HIM ON APRIL SEVEN LAST, WHILE EN ROUTE TO HOLLY SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI.

SHERIDAN IS DRIVING A NINETEEN SIXTY SIX CADILLAC, WHITE

- OVER GOLD IN COLOR, BEARING NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT ILLINOIS 

LICENSE HJ ONE SIX SEVEN, VIN NUMBER J SIX TWO SIX THREE 

ZERO NINE TOO. SHERIDAN HAS NO IDENTIFICATION PAPERS FOR 

THIS VEHICLE, CLAIMING PAPERS STOLEN.

SHERIDAN DENIES OWNING OR PURCHASING ANY TYPE OF 

WEAPONS.

SHERIDAN BEING PHOTOGRAPHED AND FINGERPRINTED WITH SUCH 

BEING SUBMITTED TO BUREAU. MEMPHIS WILL BE FURNISHED 

PHOTOGRAPHS.

IT IS NOTED THAT MILLINGTON, TENN., IS APPROXIMATELY 

EIGHTEEN MILES NORTH OF MEMPHIS, TENN., AND THAT HOLLY 

SPRINGS, MISS., IS APPROXIMATELY FIFTY MILES SOUTHEAST OF 

MEMPHIS.

CHICAGO DIVISION AT PLAINFIELD, ILLINOIS, AND AURORA,

Approved: --------------------- :______________  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/ FBI I
Date: 4/8/68 *

Transmit the following in _____________________________ __________________________ I
I (Type in plaintext or code) I
I I

Via_____ i__________________ _________ ________________________ __________ _ ________ ' 
(Priority)_।

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- J___
'I ’

i PAGE FOUR

ILLINOIS, CONDUCT CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECK RE SHERIDAN 

AND DEVELOP COMPLETE BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

MEMPHIS DIVISION AT MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE, CONDUCT 

APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT RIP VAN WRINKLE MOTEL AND 

DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE SHERIDAN’S ACTIVITIES.

tT-

Approved': -------------------------------------------- Sent  M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

FBI JKSN MISS

4:43PM URGENT 4-8-68 SCC

TO DIRECTOR (MAIL), AND CHHXGO AND MEMPHIS
FROM JACKSON (157-9586)/

MURKIN, RM. /

ROBERT OWEN SHERIDAN, TWO ZERO EIGHT, JOLIET ROAD, 

PLAINFIELD, ILLI nZ~s’ ARRESTED HOLLY SPRINGS, MISS., THIS

DATE BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND BEING HELD ON VAGRANCY CHARGE. 

SHERIDAN DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE, THIRTY TWO YEARS OLD,

DOB SIX FEET

TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE POUNDS, BROWN HAIR AND EYES, AND 

RECEDING FOREHEAD, HAS SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER ONE ONE 

ONE FOUR ONE THREE SIX ONE THREE.

SHERIDAN ADMITS BEING ARRESTED BY AURORA, ILL., PD, 

IN NINETEEN SIXTY ONE ON A DWI CHARGE.

SHERIDAN CLAIMS HE WAS RELEASED FROM THE MERCYVILL

HOSPITAL IN AURORA, ILL., WHERE HE WAS CONFINED DURING THE

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

PERIOD OF MARCH SEVENTEEN THROUGH APRIL TWO, LAST. STATES 

DOCTOR WAS FNU UREBEE OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

SHERIDAN CLAIMS HE ARRIVED IN MILLINGTON, TENN., ON 

THURSDAY, APRIL FOUR LAST AND HAS CONTINUOUSLY BEEN 

REGISTERED AT THE RIP VAN WRINKLE MOTEL IN MILLINGTON. 

SHERIDAN STATES THAT HE TRAVELED TO HOLLY SPRINGS, MISS., 

ON APRIL SEVEN LAST, AND CHECKED INTO THE HOLLY INN MOTEL 

WHERE HE WAS RESIDING WHEN ARRESTED. SHERIDAN CLAIMS HE 

WAS MAINTAINING TWO SEPARATE MOTEL ROOMS, ONE IN MILLINGTON, 

TENN., AND ONE IN HOLLY SPRINGS, MISS., BECAUSE HE WAS 

UNABLE TO MAKE LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALLS FROM TENNESSEE 

AS A RESULT OF TELEPHONE LINES BEING TIED UP AT ALL TIMES.

SHERIDAN STATES THAT HE CURRENTLY HAS CLOTHING AT THE 

RIP VAN WRINKLE MOTEL AT MILLINGTON, AND THAT HE INTENDED 

TO RETURN TO THIS MOTEL. HE STATES THAT A BROWN OR TAN 

COLORED SUITCASE CONTAINING A POLAROID CAMERA, ONE PAIR OF 

BLACK TROUSERS AND OTHER ASSORTED ITEMS WAS STOLEN FROM 

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

HIM ON APRIL SEVEN LAST, WHILE EN ROUTE TO HOLLY SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI.
SHERIDAN IS DRIVING A NINETEEN SIXTY SIX CADILLAC, WHITE 

OVER GOLD IN COLOR, BEARING NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT ILLINOIS 
LICENSE HF ONE SIX SEVEN, VIN NUMBER J SIX TWO SIX THREE 

ZERO NINE TWO. SHERIDAN HAS NO IDENTIFICATION PAPERS FOR 

THIS VEHICLE, CLAIMING PAPERS STOLEN.

SHERIDAN DENIES OWNING OR PURCHASING ANY TYPE OF 

WEAPONS.

SHERIDAN BEING PHOTOGRAPHED AND FINGERPRINTED WITH SUCH 

BEING SUBMITTED TO BUREAU. MEMPHIS WILL BE FURNISHED 

PHOTOGRAPHS.

IT IS NOTED THAT MILLINGTON, TENN., IS APPROXIMATELY 

EIGHTEEN MILES NORTH OF MEMPHIS, TENN., AND THAT HOLLY 

SPRINGS, MISS., IS APPROXIMATELY FIFTY MILES SOUTHEAST OF 

MEMPHIS.

CHICAGO DIVISION AT PLAINFIELD, ILLINOIS, AND AURORA, 

END PAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR

ILLINOIS, CONDUCT CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECK RE SHERIDAN

AND DEVELOP COMPLETE BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

MEMPHIS DIVISION AT MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE, CONDUCT

APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT RIP VAN WRINKLE MOTEL AND 
DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE SHERIDAN’S ACTIVITIES.

END. .

TSJ

FBI MEMPHIS

TU

FBI CHICAGO

FBI JKSN MISS

4:49XRSH

FBI CHICAGO

TU

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Priority) 
______________________________ 1.

M Per __________________

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (44-New)

Approved: __________________________
'Xn^> Special Agent in Charge

2 - Memphis (Ends. 3) 
^ Jackson (44-New)
BWW/bls ’«JLa>
(4)

Sent

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN „ .
LUTHER KING, JR. 
CR

Enclosed for Memphis are three samples of receipts 
used by G & H Liggett Drug Store, Columbus, Mississippi.

On 4/5/68, TOMMY HARROLSON, Owner and Manager, 
G & H Liggett Rexall Drug Store, Columbus, Mississippi, 
made available sampes of cash register receipts, charge 
receipts, and labels used in the store. These are being 
made available to the Memphis Division for comparison with 
those receipts found in relation to above captioned 
matter.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



it the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTELVia
(Priority)

TO: SAC. MEMPHIS

Sent

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR.
CR

2 - Memphis (Ends. 3) 
<Z\- Jackson (44-New)
WW/bls
(4)

Approved: — -----------------------------------
Special Agent in Charge

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (44-New)

Date: -4/6/68^

Per

Enclosed for Memphis are three samples of receipts 
used by G & H Liggett Drug Store, Columbus, Mississippi.

On 4/5/68, TOMMY HARROLSON, Owner and Manager, 
G & H Liggett Rexall Drug Store, Columbus, Mississippi, 
made available sampes of cash register receipts, charge 
receipts, and labels used in the store. These are being 
made available to the Memphis Division for comparison with 
those receipts found in relation to above captioned 
matter.

Smutched

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI JKSN MISS

FBI MOBILE

729 PM

URGENT 4/8/68 VFP

TO MEMPHIS, ATLANTA AND JACKSON

FROM MOBILE 157-2627 /
MURKIN. CR. 00 ME./

RANDALL MC RAE, VP, CAPITAL TRAILWAYS BUS CO., MONTGOMERY, 

ALA. (PROTECT) ADVISED SIX BUSES CHARTERED TO TAKE PEOPLE TO 

ATLANTA TO FUNERAL OF DR, KING.

ALL BUSES TO LEAVE RESPECTIVE TOWNS AT ABOUT ELEVEN PM

APRIL EIGHT INSTANT.

THREE BUSES TO LEAVE MONTGOMERY, ALA. TWO BUSES LEAVING 

FROM SELMA, ALA. AND ONE BUS FROM PRATTVILLE, ALA. BUSES FROM 

MONTGOMERY CHARTERED BY MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMNET ASSOCIATION?

BUS FROM PRATTVILLE LEASED BY AUTAUGA COUNTY

IMPROVEMENT ASSOC? AND TWO BUSES FROM SELMA CHARTERED BY SCLC.

IDENTITY OF INDIVIDUALS TRAVELING UNKNOWN.

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, MOBILE, ADVISED ONE GULF TRANSPORT 

BUS LEAVING MERIDIAN, MISS.,* AT SIX PM APRIL EIGHT, LEAVING 

ATLANTA TO RETURN AT SIX PM APRIL NINE NEXT. NO BUSES KNOWN TO 
END PAGE ONE ^ ®

S^^Tl)indexed

FBI ~JACKS^n\W

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

TO BE LEAVING MOBILE FOR ATLANTA.

ALL ALABAMA BUSES SCHEDULED TO LEAVE ATLANTA RETURNING TO 

ALABAMA FIVE PM EST APRIL NINE NEXT.

EACH ALABAMA BUS SEATS FORTYONE PEOPLE WITH MAXIMUM LOAD OF 

FIFTY PEOPLE TO BUS.

END

JN JWD

FBI JKSN MISS
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FBI JKSN MISS

FBI MOBILE

729 PM

^URGENT 4/8/68 VFP

TO MEMPHIS, ATLANTA AND/JACKSON

FROM NOBILE 157-262J
MURKIN. CR. 00 ME4

RANDALL MC/aE, VP, CAPITAL TRAILWAYS BUS CO., MONTGOMERY, 

ALA. (PROTECT) ADVISED SIX BUSES CHARTERED TO TAKE PEOPLE TO 

ATLANTA TO FUNERAL OF DR. KING.

ALL BUSES TO LEAVE RESPECTIVE TOWNS AT ABOUT ELEVEN PM 

APRIL EIGHT INSTANT.

THREE BUSES TO LEAVE MONTGOMERY, ALA. TWO BUSES LEAVING 

FROM SELMA, ALA. AND ONE BUS FROM PRATTVILLE, ALA. BUSES FROM 

MONTGOMERY CHARTERED BY MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMNET ASSOCIATION;

BUS FROM PRATTVILLE LEASED BY AUTAUGA COUNTY

IMPROVEMENT ASSOC; AND TWO BUSES FROM SELMA CHARTERED BY SCLC.

IDENTITY OF INDIVIDUALS TRAVELING UNKNOWN.

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, MOBILE, ADVISED ONE GULF TRANSPORT 

BUS LEAVING MERIDIAN, MISS., AT SIX PM APRIL EIGHT, LEAVING 

ATLANTA TO RETURN AT SIX PM APRIL NINE NEXT. NO BUSES KNOWN TO
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TO BE LEAVING MOBILE FOR ATLANTA.

ALL ALABAMA BUSES SCHEDULED TO LEAVE ATLANTA RETURNING TO 

ALABAMA FIVE PM EST APRIL NINE NEXT.

• EACH ALABAMA BUS SEATS FORTYONE PEOPLE WITH MAXIMUM LOAD OF 

FIFTY PEOPLE TO BUS.

END

JN JWD
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FBI JKSN HISS

FBI TAMPA

1045 PM 4-8-68 URGENT ROB

TO DIRECTOR JACKSON

FROM TAMPA 157-3231

MURKIN /

MRS. TERESSA/tEON, MGR. NEW YORKER MOT^CLEARWATER FLA 

ADVISED APRIL EIGHT RE ONE CHARLES E.^EY III, ONE ONE 

TWO FIVE POPLAR BLVD. JACKSON MISS., RECENT QUEST AT MOTEL 

WHOM SHE SAYS RESEMBLES SKETCH OF ASSASSIN. MALEY DESCRIBED 

BY MRS. LEON AS WHITE MALE, TWENTYSIX YEARS, FIVE FOOT 

NINE INCHES, ONE SEVEN FIVE LBS, LIGHT BROWN HAIR, MEDIUM 

COMPLEXION REGISTERED ALONE ONE ON FOUR TWO LAST, PAID. 

THROUGH FOUR - NINE-SIXTYEIGHT, GAVE OCCUPATION AS QUOTE TOURIST 

UNQUOTE EXHIBITED LICENSE FOR A CHEVROLET MODEL NOT INDICATED 

HINDS CO. MISS LICENSE H FOUR SIX jtfiREE TWO ONE.

MRS. LEON STATES MALEY LEf/ MOTEL ABOUT TEN THIRTY TO 

ELEVEN THURSDAY FOUR-FOUR -SIXTYEIGHT AND DID NOT RETURN UNTIL 

ABOUT THREE TWENTY AM FOUR-SIX-SIXTYEIGHT. SHE WONDERED ABOUT 

STRANGE HOUR OF ARRIVAL, AND CONSIDERED HE MAY HAVE RETURNED 

FROM AIRLINE FLIGHT. ALTHOUGH LEON I CONFIDENT RE 

THE TOA OF MALEY, HE WAS INSISTANT THAT HE ARRIVED AT ONE AM 

BUT COULD NOT GAIN ENTRANCE THOUGH HE RANG THE MOTEL BELL -
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REPEATING THIS STATEMENT ON AT LEAST FIVE OCCASIONS FOR NO 

CAUSE.

LEON SAYS WLEY HIGHLY NERVOUR BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE ON 

FOUR-SEVEN-SIXTY EIGHT (ALTHOUGH PAID THROUGH FOUR NINE) 

ADVISES HE SAID HE HAD BEEN IN DAYTONA BEACH FLL AT TIME OF 

KING ASSASSINATION, ONCE COMMENTED THAT HE NEVER HAD TO ATTEND 

SCHOOL WITH NEGROES BUT THAT HIS CHILDREN WOULD LIKELY HAVE TO 

DO SO, MADE NO FURTHER COMMENT RE RACIAL MATTERS.

LEON STATES MALEY LEFT ALL IDENTIFICATION BEHIND IN HIS 

MOTEL ROOM WHEN HE LEFT ON FOUR - FOUR SIXTYEIGHT.

JACKSON AT ONE ONE TWO FIVE POPLAR BLVD JACKSON AND OR 

THROUGH RECORD RE HINDS CO. MISS AUTO LICENSE H FOUR SIX THREE 

TWO ONE, ATTEMPT LOCATE AND INTERVIEW CHARLES E. MALEY III 

AS SUSPECT THIS INVESTIGATION. 

CORR PAGE ONE THIRD LINE FROM BOTTOM LEON IS CONFIDENT 

END 

JWD 

P 

FBI JKSN MISS
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FBI JKSN MISS

FBI TAMPA

1045 PM 4-8-68 URGENT ROB

TO DIRECTOR JACKSON

FROM TAMPA 1 57-3231

MURKIN

MRS. TERESSAXEON, MGR. NEW YORKER MS^EL CLEARWATER FLA

ADVISED APRIL E^GHT RE ONE CHARLES Ey'MLEY III, ONE ONE 

TWO FIVE POPLAR BLVD. JACKSON MISS^ RECENT QUEST AT MOTEL

WHOM SHE SAYS RESEMBLES SKETCH OF ASSASSIN. MALEY DESCRIBED

BY MRS. LEON AS WHITE MALE, TWENTYSIX YEARS, FIVE FOOT 

NINE INCHES, ONE SEVEN FIVE LBS, LIGHT BROWN HAIR, MEDIUM 

COMPLEXION REGISTERED ALONE ONE ON FOUR TWO LAST, PAID

THROUGH FOUR - NINE-SIXTYEIGHT, GAVE OCCUPATION AS QUOTE TOURIST

UNQUOTE EXHIBITED LICENSE FOR A CHEVROL^XMODEL NOT INDICATED

HINDS CO. MISS LICENSE H FOUR SIX W TWO ONE. 
■----------- -------/ —

MRS. LEON STATES MALEY 'LEFT ZoTEL ABOUT TEN THIRTY TO

ELEVEN THURSDAY FOUR-FOUR -SIXTYEIGHT AND DID NOT RETURN UNTIL .l^^l

ABOUT THREE TWENTY AM FOUR-SIX-SIXTYEIGHT. SHE WONDERED ABOUT c ^> 1

THE

BUT

END APGE ONE

TOA OF MALEY, HE WAS INSISTANT THAT HE ARRIVED AT

STRANGE HOUR OF ARRIVAL, AND CONSIDERED HE MAY HAVE RETURNED

FROM AIRLINE FLIGHT. ALTHOUGH LEON I CONFIDENT RE

COULD NOT GAIN ENTRANCE THOUGH HE RANG THE MOTEL
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