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FBI WASH DC

1006AM URGENT 4-10-68 SAA

10 ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MURKIN 00: MEMPHIS. .

RE: SUSPECT ERIC STARV0>3<LT^^

IMMEDIATELY CHECK YOUR I NP/CI Esl , ALL STATE SELECTIVE 

SERVICE HFADQUARTER^CTTY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES, 

DRIVERS LICENSE EUREAUS7M0T0R VEHICLE DIVISIONS, FINANCIAL 

INSTITUTIONS, CONDUCT CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECK AND

CONTACT OTHER LOGICAL SOURCES TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION

WHATSOEVER RE SUSPECT SALT. DRIVERS LICENSE ISSUED IN

ALABAMA ESCRIBES GLALT AS WHITE MALE, BORN
4-7/

FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-

FIVE POUNDS, BLUE EYES, BROWN HAIR

THIS MUST BE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY AND ALL LEADS MUST BE

COVERED BY TELETYPE TO THOROUGHLY RESOLVE. NO INDICATION

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MIBFtS

I>h»WF
FBI LITTLE R

SL/ «*«MHI

, FBI ST LOUIS

JN...WLH

FBI JKSS MISS

W-M

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

1006AM URGENT 4-10-68 SAA

’ TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MURKIN OOI MEMPHIS

RES SUSPECT ERIC STAMO GALT

IMMEDIATELY CHECK YOURIHDICIES, ALL STATE SELECTIVE

SERVICE HEADQUARTERS, CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES, 

DRIVERS LICENSE BUREAUS, MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISIONS, FINANCIAL 

INSTITUTIONS, CONDUCT CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECK AND 

CONTACT OTHER LOGICAL SOURCES TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION 

WHATSOEVER RE SUSPECT GALT. DRIVERS LICENSE ISSUED IN 

ALABAMA DESCRIBES GALT AS WHITE MALE, BORN

FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY

FIVE POUNDS, BLUE EYES, BROWN HAIR.

THIS MUST BE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY AND ALL LEADS MUST BE

COVERED BY TELETYPE TO THOROUGHLY RESOLVE. NO INDICATION

TO BE GIVEN THAT THIS LEAD IS IN CONJUNCTION WITH MURKIN CASE.

SI...DMJ

FBI SPRNGFLD
SEARCHED- 
Owu®

JNDtXtD

OM...SCD FBI—JACKSON

FBI OMAHA

KC...PHM

FBI KAN CITY

MP...RRM
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TELETYPE

4/8/68

URGENT

TO DIRECTOR AND MIAMI

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN CR

RE

LAST, QUOTING BOB MC

THE MIAMI OFFICE

UREAU AND MEMPHISJACKSON TELETYPE TO

BELIEVED TO BE AN INFORMANT

BOTH WHITE MALE ATTENDANTS. AND OWNER AND MANAGER, AT

ESSO SERVICE STATION, SOUTHEAST CORNER OF HIGHWAY SIXTY ONE

SOUTH AND BROOKS ROAD INTERVIEWED

ONE ATTENDANT, FREDERIC ALVI

AT MEMPHIS, STAT HE WAS ON DUTY

RRIS, DOB

APRIL FI

WHEN A WHITE

OVER GREEN CUTLASS OLDSMOBILE SIXTY EIGHT, WAS GASSED AND

WASHED AT THIS SERVICE STATION ON AFTERNOON OF TUESDAY

APRIL TWO, LAST. ADMITS HE MADE TELEPHONE CALL AT THAT TIME

AND THAT HE WALKED ALONE TO NEARBY RESTAURANT AND BROUGHT if

BACK FOOD. STATES HE WAS TALKING TO GIRL FRIEND AND DENIES

ANY KNOWLEDGE OF DYNAMITE, BURNING OF CHURCH, VICTIM KING

ANY WHITE MUSTANG AND ANY RED DODGE PICKUP TRUCK AND ANY

V

PERSONS AS DESCRIBED BY MC GOWAN. BELONGS TO NO ORGANIZATION

1' - Jackson (AM) 
1 - Memphis 
CFBtraj (2)

(Info)
8EWHB 
awn

APR-1 0 1968

Z

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987

PAGE TWO

EXCEPT CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL WHICH HE ATTENDS REGULARLY

WHICH CAUSES INVOLUNTARY TREMORS

DOB

TO OWNER OF CUTLASS WHO WAS FINISHING A PINT BOTTLE

DORRIS IS NERVOUS AND SHAKY, SUFFERING FROM BIRTH DEFECT

BEARING FLORIDA LICENSE, WAS GASSED AND

PRESENT ON AFTERNOON OF WEDNESDAY APRIL THREE, LAST

AT DUMAS, MISSISSIPPI, ARMY SERIAL NUMBER

WHEN BLACK VYHEL OVER GRENN CUTLASS OWSMOBILE, SIXTY EIGHT

WASHED. HE TALKED

ONE FOUR TWO NINE NINE FIVE NE THREE, STATES HE WAS

OTHER ATTENDANT, PERRY S

OF WHISKEY. OWNER TOW HIM THAT HE WAS ON HIS WAY

BACK TO FLORIDA, THAT HE HAD BOUGHT A MUSTANG FOR HIS

DENIES ANY

TROUSERS, AND

HUNDRED NINTY

DAUGHEBAND HAD WRECKED IT ON THE WAY TO TENNESSEE. THIS

ATTENDANT DESCRIBED OWNER OF THE CUTLASS AS WHITE MALE

AGE FIFTY FIVE, FIVE FEET FIVE INCHES, ONE

FIVE POUNDS, WITH DARK HAIR, WEARING KHAKI

SHIRT, BLUE JACKET AND GOLF CAP. SWEATMAN

KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS CLAIMED BY MC GOWAN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY tH2 EDITION
OSA FPMR (41 CFR) 10t-1l.«

UNITED STATES Gv v'ERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, JACKSON (157-3807) DATE: 4/6/68

FROM SA FRANK B. WATTS

subject:

/ Re propensity for violence and assassination
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 4/4/68.

Above captioned individual was observed by 
the writer at Bill’s Barber Shop, 9th Street, Meridian, 
Mississippi, from about 7:00 P.M. to 10:30 P.M. on night 
of 4/4/68.

p- Jackson (157-3807) 
FBW/bls
(1) .

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 0-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/10/68

Transmit the following in_____________________________________________
, (Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority) •4

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P)

MURKIN
00: Memphis

Re Bureau teletype 4/9/68 and Albany teletype 
4/9/68.

RE THERMO-SEAL MACHINES MANUFACTURED BY 
TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE CO., SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

Enclosed for the Bureau is one piece of cloth with 
several samples of tape markings, yellow in color, of ”02B-6n 
and "MIF14" and ”MIF15." Also enclosed are several strips of 
dark-red and light-red tape with no lettering and strips of 
dark-red tapes with black lettering.

ROME A. EMMONS JR., President, Phoenix Laundry
Corporation, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, advised 4/9/68 that 
his company is the only laundry in Mississippi he knows of
which uses the Thermo-Seal laundry-marking machine. He said

4 - Bureau
1 - Albany
2 - Memphis

(Enc. 2) &MRM) 
(44-493) (Info)

1 - Birmingham (Info) 
Jackson

JOI :mif

(w)X>
-a?’

Approved:
^Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

”O2B-6” or ”p2B-6" are not markings of his company. His 
tape is 5/16 inch laundry-marking tape made by the Textile 

Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York. His lauhdry 
purchases this tape from F. H. Ross and Rudolph Ramelli, 
both of Jackson, Mississippi. This tape comes in eight to 
ten colors; however, red is not a good color, in that the 
ipk from the machine tends to fade and run on red tape.

EMMONS made available a sample of cloth with 
several samples of tape markings, yellow in color. He 
numbered the lettering on the tape as ”O2B-6", ”MIF14,” 
and ”MIF15." He made available other items described in 
paragraph one which are enclosed for the Bureau.

The managers of the Rudolph Ramelli Company and 
F, H. Ross Company, both of Jackson, Mississippi, advised 
that the only machine handling Thermo-Seal to4fciaifL Knowledge 

in the central and southern portions of the state is the 
Phoenix Laundry in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. They do not 
handle northern Mississippi.

LEAD:

AT BUREAU

The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare 
lettering and strips of tape enclosed with the two articles 
recovered at the scene of the shooting 4/4/68, a white 
Jockey T-shirt and checkered print undershorts, containing 
cloth laundry tags allegedly made by a Thermo-Seal marking 
machine manufactured by Textile Marking Machine Company, 
Syracuse, New York. Results should be immediately furnished 
Memphis and interested offices.

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-I^tjv.’ 5^22-64)

FBI

Date: 4/10/68

Transmit the following in_____________________ :_________ ;_____________
, (Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P)

MURKIN
00: Memphis

Re Bureau teletype 4/9/68 and Albany teletype 
4/9/68.

RE THERMO-SEAL MACHINES MANUFACTURED BY 
TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE CO., SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

Enclosed for the Bureau is one piece of cloth with 
several samples of tape markings, yellow in color, of "O2B-6” 
and ”MIF14” and ”MIF15." Also enclosed are several strips of 
dark-red and light-red tape with no lettering and strips of 
dark-red tapes with black lettering.

ROME A. EMMONS, JR., President, Phoenix Laundry 
Corporation, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, advised 4/9/68 that 

his company is the only laundry in Mississippi he knows of
which uses the Thermo-Seal laundry-marking machine. He said

4 - Bureau
1 - Albany
2 - Memphis
L - Birmingham (Info) 
20- Jackson 

JOI :mifL 
(10) ff\i(j

(Enc. 2) ^MRM) 
(44-493) (Info)

Approved:  Sent
* Special Agent in Charge

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

”O2B-6” or ’’D2B-6” are not markings of his company. His 
tape is 5/16 inch laundry-marking tape made by the Textile 

Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York. His laundry 
purchases this tape from F. H. Ross and Rudolph Ramelli, 
both of Jackson, Mississippi. This tape comes in eight to 
ten colors; however, red is not a good color, in that the 
ink from the machine tends to fade and run on red tape.

EMMONS made available a sample of cloth with 
several samples of tape markings, yellow in color. He 
numbered the lettering on the tape as ”02B—6”> "MIF14,” 
and "MIF15." He made available other items described in 
paragraph one which are enclosed for the Bureau.

The managers of the Rudolph Ramelli Company and 
F. H. Ross Company, both of Jackson, Mississippi, advised 
that the only machine handling Thermo-Seal to his knowledge 
in the central and southern portions of the state is the 
Phoenix Laundry in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. They do not 
handle northern Mississippi. ■

LEAD;

AT BUREAU

The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare 
lettering and strips of tape enclosed with the two articles 
recovered at the scene of the shooting 4/4/68, a white 
Jockey T-shirt and checkered print undershorts, containing 
cloth laundry tags allegedly made by a Thermo-Seal marking 
machine manufactured by Textile Marking Machine Company, 
Syracuse, New York. Results should be immediately furnished 
Memphis and interested offices.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI JKSI MSS ?

FBI MOBILE e

12:44PM URGENT 4/10/68 LDM

TO DIRECTOR# MEMPHIS# AND JACKSON (157-9586) \^

FROM MOBILE (157-2627)

MURKIN# <

RE JACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR# MOBILE# MEMPHIS# ^

FOUR NINE SIXTY EIGHT.

MR. ROBERT BERNEY# ONE FOUR ONE TWO, DAUPHIN# MOBILE# .

ALABAMA , ADVISED THIS DATE# THAT MR. JOHN D. WILLARD WAS 

EMPLOYED BY HIM FOR APPROXIMATELY TWO AND ONE HALF YEARS PRIOR

TO MARCH SIXTY SEVEN# AT WHICH TIME WILLARD LEFT MOBILE. >

BERNEY STATED HE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM WILLARD# JANUARY #

SIXTY EIGHT# ADVISING WILLARD PRESENTLY EMPLOYED ROSENBLATT 

AND SON# INC.# NAVAL ARCHITECTS# MARINE ENGINEERS# SEVEN 

ZERO SEVEN BROADWAY# SAN DIEGO# CALIFORNIA.

AS MOBILE NOT FURNISHED BACKGROUND INFORMATION# JACKSON 

REQUESTED TO SET OUT LEAD TO SAN DIEGO. P.

END ,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5
FEI JKSN MISS

FEI. MOBILE

12:44PM URGENT 4/10/68 LDM .

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON (157-9586)

FROM MOBILE (1 57-2627)

MURKIN.

RE JACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, MOBILE, MEMPHIS, 

FOUR 'NINE SIXTY EIGHT.

MR. ROBERT BERNEY, CNE FOUR ONE TWO, DAUPHIN, MOBILE, 

ALABAMA , ADVISED THIS DATE, THAT MR. JOHN D. WILLARD WAS 

EMPLOYED BY HIM FOR APPROXIMATELY TWO AND ONE HALF YEARS PRIOR 

TO MARCH SIXTY SEVEN, AT WHICH TIME WILLARD LEFT MOBILE.

BERNEY STATED HE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM WILLARD, JANUARY 

SIXTY EIGHT, ADVISING WILLARD PRESENTLY EMPLOYED ROSENBLATT 

AND SON, INC., NAVAL ARCHITECTS, MARINE ENGINEERS, SEVEN 

ZERO SEVEN BROADWAY, SAN DIEGCL, CALIFORNIA.

AS MOBILE NOT FURNISHED BACKGROUND INFORMATION, JACKSON 

REQUESTED TO SET OUT LEAD TO SAN DIEGO.\ P.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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