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FBI JKSN RIBS

FBI WASH DC

FROM DIRECTOR 44-58861 IP

MURKIN

THATJACKSON SHOULD INSURE THE ENTIRE PERIOD

»RCH TWENTY-NINE TO APRIL FOUR

JOHN WILLARD WHO WAS INTERVIEWED BY JACKSON AT TUPELO

NO INDICATION IS TO GE GIVEN THAT INVESTIGATION

CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED CASE

UNKNOWN SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND

DANGEROUS

END

PGL
FBI JKSN MISS

M ^

247PM URGENT 4/12/68 CAB 
TO JACKSON AND MEMPHIS

MISSISSIPPI, ON APRIL FIVE, SIXTY-EIGHT

FROM

IS ACCOUNTED FOR BY SUSPECT

IS IN
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4/10/68

AIRTEI,

TO: SAC, JACKSON I

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609) ,

SUBJECT: MURKIN / ;
CH / i

On thia date ETHEL J&JOTT, 61 Willow Avenue, 
Hempstead, NY, telephonicaliy contacted Hempstead, NY, Police 
Department and advised that/she had seen artist’s conception 
of unknown subject and she felt quite certain that unknown 
subject was identical with an Individual for whom she had 
previously worked in Marks, Mississippi.

SCOTT, upon interview, advised that be^*een 1962 and 
1965 she was employed as a maid for one JOE BARZS (PH), address 
unknown, Marks, Mississippi. She stated that/4/18/68 edition •
of Jet Magazine contained photograph of artist’s conception <
of unknown subject, and she believes that jinoto graph closely 1
resembles BARYS mentioned above.

Miss SCOTT stated that BARYS during period 1962-65 J
was employed as a Mississippi highway patrolman and worked out of j 
courthouse, Marks, Mississippi. She described BARYS as follows: ;

Age Approximately 52 (in 1965) 1
Height 6’2" *
Weight 200 pounds J
Build Heavy 4
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/10/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO: SAC, JACKSON

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR

subject and sh

Hempstead, 
Department 
of unknown

61 Willow Avenue, 
ntacted Hempstead, NY, Police

On this date ETHEL SC 
NY, telephonlcally 
and advised that e had seen artist's conception 

felt quite certain that unknown
subject was Identical with an individual for whom she had 
previously worked in Marks, Mississippi.

SCOTT, upon interview, advised that between 1962 and 
1965 she was employed as a maid for one JOE B^fRYS , address 
unknown, Marks, Mississippi. She stated thy 4/18 edition 
of Jet Magazine contained photograph of artist's conception 
of unknown subject, and she believes that ^photograph closely 
resembles BARYS mentioned above. /

Miss SCOTT stated that BARYS during period 1962-65 
was employed as a Mississippi highway patrolman and worked out of 
courthouse, Marks, Mississippi. She described BARYS as follows:

Age
Height 
Weight 
Build
Hair
Complexion

Approximately 52 (in 1965) 
6'2"
200 pounds 
Heavy 
Gray 
Medium

Memphis (info) 
1 - New York

JT:lac 
(5)

Approved:
Agent in Charge

Sent

IDEXED

M Per ■-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NY 44-1609

Marital Status
Wife
Daughter 
Son

Married
MARY (age approximately 30)
ROSEMARY (age approximately 5 years
RAYMOND (age approximately 10 years

Miss SCOTT could furnish no additional pertinent 
information, but merely stated that artist’s conception appearing 
in aforementioned magazine closely resembles her recollection of 
BARYS mentioned above,

LEAD

JACKSON

At Marks, Mississippi

Will conduct appropriate investigation to eliminate 
or identify BARYS as unknown subject in Instant case.

- 2 -
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-61) i

FBI |

Date; APRIL 12, 1968 ]

Transmit the following in___________________________________________________________ I
(Type in plaintext or code) " I

Vla AIRTEL______________________AIRMAIL_________________________ I
(Priority) ’

-------------------------------------------- ;------------------------------------- - ----------------------------- l

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTENTION; FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, JACKSON(<{57J^^

MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Jackson airtel 4/10/68 and Albany airtel 
4/10/68.

RE THERMO-SEAL MACHINES MANUFACTURED BY
TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE CO., SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) enclosures 
setting forth samples of tape markings obtained from 
laundries within the State of Mississippi. They are 
as follows:

1. RAYMOND L. WILSON, Supervisor of Maintenance, 
Ellisville State School, Ellisville, Mississippi, made 
available tape strips from Thermo-Seal temporary identifi­
cation machine model number H5K2, serial number 31214 and 
31215. He said these machines were formerly used by

4 - Bureau (Enc 6) (AMRM)
1 - Albany (44-493) (Info)
1 - Atlanta (Info)
1 - Birmingham (Info) g^-^2,7---------^r"______
1 - Los Angeles (Info) Iil^ 7^-----------
2 - Memphis Filed — , ———
0- Jackson -^ ’ , ~-----
j6l:yv
(12 ) /^ 7 -7A 5'^‘V^

Approved;
Special Agent in Charge

Sent ------------------------M Per
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JN 157-9586

Mississippi State University, State College, Miss.
He stated they have never used "02B-6". There is 
no one employed at the school named JOHN WILLARD, . 
HARVEY LOWMEYER or HARVEY LOWMYER, or ERIC STARVO 
GALT. No employees were missing from work on 3/29-30/68 
or 4/3-4/68.

2. Several strips of laundry markings from a 
Poly Mark machine^ Crescent Laundry, Hattiesburg, 
Miss., dated 4/10/68.

3. Samples of lettering and tape strips 
placed on cloth from Long's Laundry and Cleaners, 
Tupelo, Miss., Thermo-Seal marking machine serial 
numbers 31746 and 31728.

4. Strips on two separate cloths taken from 
two Poly Mark Machines at the University of Mississippi, 
serial number MC1247 and MC14182.

5. Five Thermo-Seal tapes which have been 
marked by manager "02B-6" from Thermo-Seal machine 
serial number 33742 located at Keesler Air Force 
Base Laundry, Biloxi, Miss. Tapes were obtained 
on 4/11/68.

6. Several tapes with lettering on cloth from 
Rex's Southern Cleaners, Hattiesburg, Miss., obtained 
from a Poly Mark machine.

The managers of the above establishments 
advised they do not use the lettering on the tapes 
as "02B-6" or "D2B-6". They are not familiar with 
these markings.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

LEAD

AT BUREAU

The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare 
lettering and strips of tape enclosed with the two 
articles recovered at the scene of the shooting 
4/4/68, a white Jockey T-shirt and checkered print 
undershorts, containing cloth laundry tags allegedly 
made by a Thermo-Seal marking machine manufactured by 
Textile Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York. 
Results should be immediately furnished Memphis and 
interested offices. The enclosures need not be 
returned to Jackson amd may be destroyed at the 
Bureau if of no value.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (R.v. S-22-64)

F B I

Date: APRIL 12, 1968

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority) 4

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

FROM; SAC, JACKSON

MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Jackson airtel 4/10/68 and Albany 
4/10/68.

airtel

RE THERMO-SEAL MACHINES MANUFACTURED 
TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE CO., SYRACUSE, NEW

BY
YORK

Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) enclosures 
setting forth samples of tape markings obtained from 
laundries within the State of Mississippi. They are 
as follows:

1. RAYMOND L. WILSON, Supervisor of Maintenance, 
Ellisville State School, Ellisville, Mississippi, made 
available tape strips from Thermo-Seal temporary identifi­
cation machine model number H5K2, serial number 31214 and
31215 He said these machines were formerly used by

4 -

1 -

Bureau (Enc 6) (AMRM)
Albany (44-493) (Info)
Atlanta (Info) 
Birmingham (Info) 
Los Angeles (Info) J

2 - Memphis
(2/ - Jackson ,J
J0I:yv
(12)

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

Mississippi State University, State College, Miss. 
He stated they have never used ”02B-6”. There is ! 
no one employed at the school named JOHN WILLARD, . 
HARVEY LOWMEYER or HARVEY LOWMYER, or ERIC STARVO 
GALT. No employees were missing from work on 3/29-30/68 
or 4/3-4/68.

2. Several strips of laundry markings from a 
Poly Mark machine, Crescent Laundry, Hattiesburg, 
Miss., dated 4/10/68.

3. Samples of lettering and tape strips 
placed on cloth from Long’s Laundry and Cleaners, 
Tupelo, Miss., Thermo-Seal marking machine serial 
numbers 31746 and 31728.

4. Strips on two separate cloths taken from 
two Poly Mark Machines at the University of Mississippi, 
serial number MC1247 and MC14182.

5. Five Thermo-Seal tapes which have been 
marked by manager "02B-6” from Thermo-Seal machine 
serial number 33742 located at Keesler Air Force 
Base Laundry, Biloxi, Miss. Tapes were obtained 
on 4/11/68.

6. Several tapes with lettering on cloth from 
Rex’s Southern Cleaners, Hattiesburg, Miss., obtained 
from a Poly Mark machine.

The managers of the above establishments 
advised they do not use the lettering on the tapes 
as ”02B-6” or ”D2B-6”. They are not familiar with 
these markings.

2
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JN 157-9586

LEAD
AT BUREAU !

The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare 
lettering and strips of tape enclosed with the two 
articles recovered at the scene of the shooting 
4/4/68, a white Jockey T-shirt and checkered print 
undershorts, containing cloth laundry tags allegedly 
made by a Thermo-Seal marking machine manufactured by 
Textile Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York. 
Results should be immediately furnished Memphis and 
interested offices. The enclosures need not be 
returned to Jackson amd may be destroyed at the 
Bureau if of no value.
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0-9 (Rev. S-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/10/68
Transmit the following in ------------------------------ —---- ------------------------ .——----------------------  

(Type in plaintext nr cede)

via___ Aixtal
(Priority)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR 
RACIAL MATTERS

To:
^Nfrom:

SAC. Albany

Director, FBI

Many offices are using above caption in cowlunications 
to the Bureau concerning a variety of activities and racial 
incidents arising out of the killing of Martin Luther King. Jr. 
This is creating problems from administrative and filing 
standpoints and should be discontinued immediately. Captions 
descriptive of the activity involved should be used in 
accordance with instructions in the FBI Handbook, page 154h of 
Part III.

For example, in reporting information concerning 
disturbances that may have occurred in Albany the caption 
’’Racial Disturbances Following Assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.. Albany, New York, April 9. 1968, Racial Matters” 
could be used. //^^

Sent Via _________________ . ■ -, ■ M Per __________—------
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/12/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN
(00: Memphis)

Re Jackson telephone calls this date to
the Bureau,Atlanta, and Memphis.

Enclosed for Memphis, the office of origin.
are twenty copies of an FD-302 with one copy each to 
the Bureau and designated offices, with the exception 
of two to New York.

REGGIE SMITH, Columbia Broadcasting System
(CBS) cameraman, has furnished reliable information to 
the Jackson Office on several occasions over the past 
years.

LEADS

NEW YORK

i Charge

1 - Los Angele^-/Enc.l)
2 - New York>. (En£T2)
^ - JacksoA (m-9586)^y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Atlanta (Enc.l)



JN 157-9586

Will contact CBS Officials, News Department, 
and review a sixteen millimeter sound film recorded 
by CBS cameraman REGGIE SMITH at Atlanta, Georgia, 
4/6/68.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AZRIEL

TO:

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)FROM:

the

of two to New York.

LEADS:

NEW YORK

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK

1

are 
the

3
2
1

MURKIN 
(00: Memphis)

Dat^4Z12/68

JI-9586)^

Charge,

/*

Serialize!

Filed___ 1

(Type itt plaintext or code)

__________ AIRMAIL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

Re Jackson telephone calls this date to 
Bureau,Atlanta, and Memphis.

Enclosed for Memphis, the office of origin, 
twenty copies of an FD-302 with one copy each to 
Bureau and designated offices, with the exception

REGGIE SMITH, Columbia Broadcasting System 
(CBS) cameraman, has furnished reliable information to 
the Jackson Office on several occasions over the past 
years.

- Bureau (Enc.l)
- Memphis (Enc.20)
- Birmingham (Enc.l)
- Atlanta (Enc.l)
- Los Angeles (Enc.l)

2 - New York (I 
^?< ^)- Jackson (tX

Approved: wflT/r,ftr

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

•Transmit the following in



JN 157-9586

Will contact CBS Officials, News Department, 
and review a sixteen millimeter sound film recorded 
by CBS cameraman REGGIE SMITH at Atlanta, Georgia, 
4/6/68.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

529PM URGENT 4/12/68 GJM - -

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MURKIN

EACH OFFICE IS BEING FURNISHED, UNDER SEPARATE COVER, 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF TWO ARTISTS’ CONCEPTIONS BASED ON DESCRIPTIONS 

OF- UNKNOWN SUBJECT BY WITNESSES IN MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM 

RESPECTIVELY.

THESE PHOTOGRAPHS ARE FOR ASSISTANCE OF AGENTS

HANDLING THIS INVESTIGATION AND ARE NOT TO BE DISSEMINATED 

OUTSIDE THE BUREAU.
NO INDICATION IS TO BE GIVEN THAT INVESTIGATION IS IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE CAPTIONED CASE.

UNKNOWN SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND

DANGEROUS.

END

KJ

SI ...KJF
FBI SPRNGFLD

OM...SCD.

FBI OMAHA
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PP...TJJ

FBI MINNAPLS

LR...HEH - ‘

FBI LITTLE R <

SL...REM • >
FBI ST LOUIS !

JN...BJM ’ .

FBI JKSN MISS J

TU CLR > ’
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FSI JASH DC

SMFr; JAC ENT 4/U/OGGjr

TC ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FFC? DIRECTOR 4^-oOcbl 1?

MURK IC

LACH OFFICE IS ztIKG FURNISHED, u^DEn SEPARATE COVER, 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF UC’ ARTISTS’ CONCEPTIONS EASEL CL DESCRIPTIONS 

OF MKt'CM SUBJECT 3Y WITNESSES IL EEr.PHIS ANO 01 RM NGHA* 

FtSPtCTIVELY .

THESE PHOTOGRAPHS ARE FOR ASSISTANCE GF AGENTS 

nA KT LI NO THIS INVESTIGATION; ALT ARE LOT TO EL DTSSEMEATED. 

OU!SITE THE EUKEAU.
LG INDICATION IS TO PE GIVER THAI INVESTIGATION IS IK 

CC SECTION WITH THE CAPTIONED CASE.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 *
MAY I M2 EDITION
CSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101-11.4

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO = SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P)

FROM : 
SA PETER J. RYAN

subject: MURKIN

date: 4/9/68

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PETER J. RYAN at Jackson.

On 4/9/68, ETTA STRAIN, Driver’s License 
Division, MHSP, advised she could not locate a driver’s 
license under the name HARVEY LOWMEYER or HARVEY LOWMYER, 
Miss STRAIN advised there is not license in the file under 
the surname LOWMEYER or LOWMYER.

Miss STRAIN advised her files reflect the following 
persons with the name JOHN WILLARD or a combination of such 
name: /

jrOffi^DAVID^WlLLARD, operator’s license number
is describes^ as~^M&/7/58, as:

Race White
Sex Male
DOB
Eyes Gray
Hair 
Weight 
Height 
Address

Remarks

Brown 
180 
5’10" 
2419 13th Avenue, Gulfport, 
Miss.
Does not have a current Miss, driver' 
license.

JOHN MILBURfl_WILLARD, operator’s license number 
“described as ^f 3/676^as:

Race 
Sex

White
Male /^7- ££gfc '17 ^

! SEARCHED —

»HZEfl P»FO 

APR 9 1 
FSl-

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

DOB 
Eye s 
Hair 
Height 
Weight 
Address

Miss.
Remarks This license expired March, 1965, 

and there has been no renewal.

JOHN RAY ylLLARD, operator’s license number 
described as of 8/3740 as:

Race /
Sex
DOB
Hair
Eyes 
Height 
Weight 
Address

White
Male ) .1

Brown I
Brown / ^-^^^
5'4”
120
3705 Edgewood, Natchez, 
Miss. Current address is 
listed as Route 1, Box 20, 
Roxi, Miss.

Remarks This license is good until 
September, 1969.

FRED THOMAS, Sheriff, Hinds County, Miss., advised 
4/9/68, that the alphabetical listing of vehicles registered 
in Hinds Courty as of October, 1967, does not contain the 
names LOWMEYER, LOWMYER, or the name JOHN WILLARD,

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• ■ •■.• ■ as;.
‘ r •■•••■ ,

i FBI JKSN MISS •

FBI NEWARK ‘ 1 *

1235PM URGENT 4-12-68 ELF . J^

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND JACKSON ... X

FROM NEWARK (44-854) (P) -^

MURKIN. ,

SUSPECT REX A^STEADt

MR. CLAUDE BROWN, CAPE MAY, NJ, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED

TODAY THAT HE IS FORMER SALES MGR. FOR US OVERSEAS AIRLINES 1 / -

WHICH WAS FORMERLY BASED AT CAPE MAY BEFORE CEASING OPERATIONS

ABOUT THREE YEARS AGO. HE STATED THE COMPANY HAD A SECURITY 

OFFICER BY THE NAME OF REX ARMSTEAD WHO WAS FROM MISS. AND 

WAS A VIOLENT RACIST. SUSPECT HAD BEEN A DEPUTY SHERIFF IN 

MISS. BEFORE JOINING COMPANY AND LEFT THE COMPANY SEVERAL 

YEARS AGO. HE ADVISED HE LAST HEARD OF SUSPECT WHEN JAMES 

MEREDITH WAS ENTERING UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI AND SUSPECT ■ -

WAS ONE OF THE DEPUTY SHERIFFS AT THE SCHOOL. BROWN STATES 

HE SAW COMPOSITE DRAWING OF REV. KING’S MURDERER IN THE 

NEWSPAPER AND BELIEVED THAT ARMSTEAD BORE A STONG RESEMBLANCE 
TO THE INDIVIDUAL. HE DESCRIBED ARMSTEAD

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



S> r- l- '\^"^tiy^

PAGE TWO 
NX 44-854 
AS WHITE MALE, IN HIS THIRTIES, FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, 

ONE SIXTY-ONE SIXTY FIVE, SLENDER BUILD, DARK HAIR, 

FLASHY DRESSER. HE DOES NOT KNOW WHERE SUSPECT’S HOME IS 

BUT THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE IN TUPELO, MISS. BROWN STATED THE 

ONLY REASON THAT HE CONSIDERED ARMSTEAD A SUSPECT WAS 
BECAUSE OF HIS RESEMBLANCE TO THE COMPOSITE DRAWING AND 

OF HIS VIOLENT RACIST ATTITUDE IN THE PAST. HE HAS NO 

CURRENT INFORMATION CONCERNING ARMSTEAD AND HAS NO KNOWLEDGE 

OF ANY ACTIVITIES ON THE PART OF ARMSTEAD OR INDICATION 

THAT HE IS INVOLVED IN THIS MATTER.

JACKSON ATTEMPT IDENTIFY ARMSTEAD AND ESTABLISH HIS 

WHEREABOUTS DURING PERTINENT PERIODS.

0<teUBCflRMEffOAMRMII§mws.

PGL

FBI JKSN MISS ' .
P
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to
 o

Dar Ta
WK sA-tDA
AS ailT ..ALE, IN HIS THIRTIES, FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES,

3IXTY-0NE SIXTY FIVE, SLENDER EUILT, LARK HAIR, 

FLaSHY DRESSEL. HL DOSS NOT KNOW WHERE SUSPECT’S HOME IS 

Ebi THOUGHT IT RIGHT EL IN TUPELO, LISS. EECW* STATED THE 

ELY REASON THAT HE vCMSIDER^l ARMSTEAu A S’JbPECT WAS 
ECAUSE OF HIS RESEMsLANCl. TO THE COMPOSITE DRAWING AND

CF HIS VIOLENT RACIST ATTITUDE IN THE PAST. HL HAS NO

CULEEM INFORMATION CONCERNING ARMSTEAD AND HAS NG KNOWLEDGE

CF ALY ACTIVITIES ON THE PART CF ARMSTEAD OF: INDICATION

THAT HL IS INVOLVED IN THIS LATTER.

JACKSON ATTEMPT IDENTIFY ARMSTEAD AND ESTABLISH. HIS

..'HEE LAD CUTS nUEING PERTINENT PERIODS.

L^ycC^)ij^CAfiPy|igH^^.

POL

PPI JKSN MISS .
P
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■ ■ fd-36 (ne„

F B 1

Date: 4/12/68

f-.^J^^A •.

1.

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

TO: Director, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, Jackson (157-9586)

MURKIN

Re Newark teletype to Director, 4/12/68.

On 4/12/68 Mr. REX P. ARMISTEAD (NA), Chief 
Investigator, Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol, Jackson, 
Miss., was interviewed by SA'S JAMES A. ABBOTT and L. DEAN 
PAARMANN. ARMISTEAD, who is completely cooperative with 
the Jackson Office, advised that he is the same person 
who was formerly the Security Officer for U. S. Overseas 
Airlines, formerly based at Cape MajM-, Nev Jersey. 
ARMISTEAD, who is now almost bald, now bears little 
resemblance to the individual described in the composite 
drawing of Reverend KING’s murderer. ARMISTEAD further 
advised that at the time of Reverend KING's murder, he 
was in a conference with other law enforcement officers 
regarding armed robbery matters at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
and did not return to Jackson, Miss., until the evening 
of April 5, 1968.

In view of ARMISTEAD’s current law enforcement
position and whereabouts at the time of Reverend KING’s
murder, no further investigation regarding this suspect
being conducted.

3 - Bureau (RM)
1 - Memphis (info)
1 - Newark (44-854)

(£%:Jackson (157-9586)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586 
PJR:brh/ccs
1

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PETER J. RYAN at Jackson, Mississippi: i

On April 5, 1968, Mrs. KATHERINE EASTERLING, 
Secretary, Mississippi State Probation and Parole Board, 
State Capitol Building, furnished the following information 
from Parole Board file number 6920 concerning JOHN H.
WILLARD:

The following information is reflected in Parole 
Board memorandum dated June 30, 1958:

JOHN H. WILLARD was sentenced June 25, 1958, with 
HERMAN DANIEL to three years probation for the offense of 
arson, which resulted from the subject’s burning an automobile 
in Pontotoc County, Mississippi.

WILLARD was born in Pontotoc County, Mississippi, 
but his family has resided in Memphis, Tennessee, or vicinity 
for a number of years and has resided also in Pleasant Hill, 
Mississippi. Subject’s father is ENIS, age 54, and his mother is 
MAMIE, agp 48. Subject’s father is a farm foreman for the 
Dudley Bridgforth Farm in Pleasant Hill, Mississippi.

The following individuals were listed as members 
of his family:

LYNDER WILLARD, age 26, 1553 Fairfax Street,
Memphis, Tennessee (upholsterer),

FRANCES WILLARD, age 15, Pleasant Hill, Mississippi 
(school),

V
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JN 157-9586 
2

SHIRLEY Q. WILLARD, age 12, Pleasant Hill, 
Mississippi (school),

JUNE BLACK, age 24, 121 Hopewell, Memphis, 
Tennessee, (Sears Roebuck and Company),

JEAN BULLIGHTON, age 24, Hernando, Mississippi, 
(housewife),

KENNETH WILLARD, age 18, Peach Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee,

BETTY JOYCE WILLIAMS, age 22, Peach Street, 
Memphis Tennessee, (housewife).

BETTY JOYCE WILLIAMS’s husband is also an 
upholsterer, and all the above listed individuals, including 
JOHN H. WILLARD, are employed by the Gaines Manufacturing 
Company (a furniture manufacturer) in Memphis, Tennessee.

WILLARD has been married one time to the former 
BARBARA NELLE DYE, Ecru, Mississippi, and they have one 
son, RANDALL JOE WILLARD, eight months old. They currently 
reside at 1850 Jefferson Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The following description is reflected in the 
above mentioned memorandum:

Name JOHN H. WILLARD
Residence 1850 Jefferson Street,

Memphis. Tennessee
Date of Birth I \ I
Place of Birth Pontotoc County, Mississippi
Complexion Ruddy

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586
3

File number 6920 reflects subject’s probation 
term was ended May 1, 1961. The following addresses and 
employments were noted for WILLARD in the monthly probation 
reports contained in this file:

December 22, 1958, employed by Gaines 
Manufacturing Company, '

August, 1959 to March, 1961, employed by • 
Southern Industries (furniture manu­
facturer), Pontotoc, Mississippi,

May 3, 1961, employed by Maynard Manu­
facturing Company, Pontotoc, Mississippi 
as machine operator.

WILLARD resided at Route 1, Ecru, Mississippi as 
of May 3, 1961, the last date that was noted in this file.

While WILLARD was in Memphis, Tennessee, on 
probation from Mississippi, he was under the supervision 
of Memphis Parole Officer JOSEPH C. MITCHELL, from appro­
ximately July 28, 1958 to December 22, 1958.

WILLARD was arrested with one HERMAN DANIEL 
for the above offense of arson in June, 1958. DANIEL is 
described as a white male; born ^.n
Lafayette County, Mississippi; hair brown; eyes brown; 
height five feet nine inches; 170 pounds; and complexion
is ruddy. DANIEL’s 
Fairmont, Memphis.
DANIEL, residing at 
DANIEL was released

residence as of June, 1958, was 1765 
His mother is listed as MAUDE LEE 
Route 2, Pontotoc, Mississippi, 
from probation on June 25, 1962.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586
JOI:ccs
1

Mrs. ETTA STRAIN, Driver’s License Division, 
Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol, advised SA PETER J. 
RYAN on April 9, 1968, their records show that JOHN 
MILBURN WILLARD, Mississippi operator’s license number
1607080, had a Mississippi license to expire in March, 
1965, and there has been no renewal. He is a white 
male, born slue eyes , brown hair,
five feet six inches, 132 pounds, address 204 Nanney 
Drive, Tupelo, Mississippi.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JOI:ccs
1

DEWEY WEEMS, Investigator, Mississippi Highway 
Safety Patrol, Jackson, Mississippi, advised SA HAROLD 
M. RATCHFORD on April 5, 1968, their records show the 
following information regarding JOHN H, WILLARD.

He is a white male, born and
as of March 4, 1967, he resided at Route 1, Ecru, Pontotoc 
County, Mississippi. He has Mississippi driver’s license 
number 1157809. His records reflect that in 1963 he 
was involved in two automobile accidents. In 1964 he 
was involved in an automobile accident and license was 
suspended. On October 13, 1965, he was charged with 
speeding and paid a $10.00 fine. On October 13, 1965, he 
was driving a 1963 Chevrolet truck. On December 26, 1966, 
he was charged with speeding and fined $15.00. On March 4, 
1967, he was charged with reckless driving and fined $15.00. 
All of the above occurred in Pontotoc County, Mississippi. 
The Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol records reflect he 
was arrested for the crime of arson committed on June 25, 
1958, and sentenced to three years probation. This was 
handled by the Pontotoc County Sheriff’s Office. He is 
not presently wanted by the Mississippi. Highway Safety Patrol. 
On April 5, 1968, records of the Mississippi State Penitentiary, 
Parchman, Mississippi, were reviewed by SA JAMES W. SAMMON and 
revealed no record for JOHN H. WILLARD or JOHN WILLARD.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586
JOI:ccs
1 .

J. L. COLLUMS, Pontotoc County, Mississippi, advised
SA JOHN S. CASTLES and SA FRANCIS G. HONAN on April 5, 1968, 
he is a neighbor of JOHN H. WILLARD. He and WILLARD both live 
in a rural area of Pontotoc County and WILLARD is his closest 
neighbor. He said that on April 4, 1968, hetbserved WILLARD 
around 5:30 or 6:00 mowing his lawn. He could furnish no 
additional pertinent information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JOI:ccs
1

FRED STRANGE, Owner, Strange Motor Company, Tupelo,
Mississippi, advised SA JOHN S. CASTLES and SA FRANCEG. 
HONAN that JOHN MILBURN WILLARD was employed by him as a 
mechanic in 1963 and left his employment on March 5, 1964. 
He is described as: •

Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes

White 
Male

Five feet four inches 
110 pounds
Black
Brown.

He previously worked at Sowers Motors, Incorporated,
Rolla, Missouri, Druitt Motors, Sedalia, Missouri, and Kinden 
Motor Company, Poplar Bluff, Missouri. STRANGE stated that 
WILLARD had returned to Sedalia, Missouri, in 1964 and he 
believes he is working for J. W. SHEPHERD at a Volkswagen 
dealership in Kansas City.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

fbi ;
Date: 4/12/68 '

________________________________________ I
(Type in plaintext or code) 1

AIRMAIL_______________________ I
(Priority) ,

--------------------------------- 1_______

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN 
(00: JACKSON) 

1

Re Jackson teletype dated 4/5/68 and Jackson letter 
dated 4/8/68.

Enclosed for the Memphis Office are appropriate 
copies of 302s and inserts. The 302s are as follows: 
Mrs. JOHN (BARBARA) WILLARD, M. C. HEMBREE, and Mrs. BARBARA 
WILLARD, J. L. COLLUMS, Mrs. W. J. BAKER, Mrs. JOAN EDWARDS.

Approved: -------- ^Z------------------------------- Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date: 4/12/68

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN
(00: JACKSON)

Re Jackson teletype dated 4/5/68 and Jackson letter 
dated 4/8/68.

Enclosed for the Memphis Office are appropriate
copies of 302s and inserts. The 302s are as follows: 
Mrs. JOHN (BARBARA) WILLARD, M. C. HEMBREE, and Mrs. BARBARA 
WILLARD, J. L. COLLUMS, Mrs. W. J. BAKER, Mrs. JOAN EDWARDS.

L- Memphis (Enc. 165) 
2>- Jackson 
JOI!CCS )

m

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (R»v. 5-42-64)

F B I

Date: [

Transmit the following in________________ ____________________________________ _ _____ I
(Type in plaintext or code) 1

Via____ ____________________________________ ' 
(Priority)_.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ J-------------

PAGE TWO

BIRMINGHAM, AT BEAR CREEK, ALABAMA, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY 

FNU GAULT. ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE ANY FAMILY CONNECTION WITH 

SUSPECT ERIC STARVO GALT.

JACKSONVILLE, AT LAWTEY, FLORIDA, CQNTACT EZRA GAULT AND
' qjii5^^&>A^H 47AM cAJL 4u»|«t1

TOMMY TATUM RE FNU GAULTS® WW E5tJfi^8®AR¥O GALT.

END.

Approved:  Sent 
Special Agent in Charge

_______________ M Per__________________

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



H LC

PM LEG LU 4-12-cf J'*D

TO UUCTOF (44-31061), BIRU^HA.i, JACKSONVILLE, FEFFHIS

FECX JACKSON (157-S5E6)

:^FKif:. /
JEFF RIO^RDSON ADVISED THIS FAIL THAT APPROXIMATELY 

KELTy TO T'Z.UY FIVE YEARS AGO FIRST LAFE IXKiXU GALLI, 

EEPEAx uAu/l, TRAVELED Hi THE RIPLEY, TIPPAH COUNTY, USS.,

hEEA, PROCLAIMING HI',SELF A "ELACK SHIRT" ALL EXTOLLING 

VIETSES OF ADOLPH HITLER AES THE NAZI PARTY. FEU GAULT Nul 

RELIEVED IC HAVE HAD CHI LORE?: WEED IF/USS.

F\U VAULT IS LhGlHLn CF lZEA G^^LT, *H1TL MALE, AGE FIFTY 

FIVE, WHO CUFREMLY RESIDES HlGHw/ NINETY, LAUEY, CF LAUCF,

FLOP I "7, WHERE ENGAGED I« PULPWO^ AML Sa*».1LL SCSI FESS U TH TCyY 

TATUM^ WHITE FALL, AGE FIFTY FIVE. UCMAUSCL, ASCVE, IS .UCtZe- 

IL-LA.. OF TATL’U ■

TA TO:-' AFT "ZEA CALLT FORMERLY RESIDED TIPPAH CCJUY, USS., 

i'LVU TUUY EC TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO TO DEAR CREEK, aLA., 

w!EU RESIDE!- SEVERAL YEARS, THEN MOVED TC LAWTEY, OF LAUCF, FLA. 

URA GAULT HAL CfU DAUGHTER, 1’0 SON'S. „ , '

or? page one. .?'*/ *■3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GALT.

’NOT LAWTEY OF

LAST LINESECOND TO

b^mghamFBI JACKSVLE .

FBI JKSi^XISS ■

1126

FBI JACKSVLE

JKS^ MISS

PAGE TWO

SUSPECT ERIC STARVO

RE SUSPECT GALT

GFH

'FBI WASH DC

Tp CLP

YES CK T TUG

'OPHIS

TU CLR

FNU GAULT. ATTEMPT

LAW TON" JWD

BIRMINGHAM, AT BEAR CREEK, ALABAMA, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY ■

TO DETERMINE ANY FAMILY CONNECTION WITH

JACKSONVILLE, AT LAWTEY, FLORIDA, CONTACT EZRA GAULT AND

TOMMY TATUM RE FNU GAULT IN AN ATTEMPT TO DEVELOP INFO

HOLD PSE CRRN: SHU-D BE LAWTEY OR LAWTON FLA.

IS THAT CORRECTION CN PAGE ONE THE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI JKSN MISS ,

FBI MEMPHIS

743PM 4-13-68 URGENT MEN

TO JACKSON

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987

MURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS, 001 ME.

INVESTIGATION MEMPHIS REVEALS THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS 

WERE REGISTERED INTO THE LORRAINE HOTEL DASH MOTEL, FOUR 

ZERO SIX MULBERRY AVE., MEMPHIS, ON EITHER APRIL THREE OR 

FOUR, LAST, OR' BOTH DATES. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE 

LORRAINE HOTEL IS WHE^DR. KING WAS ASSASSINATED#

R. B. COTTEREKDE, ROM TWO ZERO TWO, APRIL THREE, LAST, 

ADDRESS FOUR ZERO EIG^THIRD ST., MARKS, MISSISSIPPI.

JIMMIE GUEMOp#G ROOM FOURTEEN, APRIL FOUR, LAST, 

ADDRESS, SEVE^/HFTY PEARL ST., GRENADA, MISS.

INTERVIEW ALL INDIVIDUALS LISTED RE ANY INFO THEY 

MIGHT HAVE CONCERNING ASSASSINATION.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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&& fro
SHOT WHILEFOR INFO. OF JACKSON, DR, KING WAS

BACK TO BIS ROOM ON THE BALCONY ON THESTANDING WITH HIS

OBTAIN ONLY FACTS FROM INDIVIDUALS INTERSHOULD ENDEAVOR TO

VIEWED, KEEPING IN MIND HIGH DEGREE OF EMOTION GENERATED

AS A RESULT OF THE

^mk

ASSASSINATION, WHICH MAY AFFECT THE

SECOND FLOOR LEVEL AT APPROXIMATELY SIX O'CLOCK P. M. THE

SHOT CAME FROM A DIRECTION IN FRONT OF HIM. INTERVIEWING AGENTS

INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO FACTUALLY RELATE WHAT HE OBSERVED

AT TIME OF ASSASSINATION

END JBC

FBI JKSN MISS -

TU

I

o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RI JR" RTF

RELF HI 5

743?:' 4“10“6E RELlT : E^

R jrrr

FF.GE ' •RF’-'1.5 44-11-37

RRI;., CIVIL FIGHT?, OG: R.

I t'vrticatir: raphis ilve^ls al fcllria iriviicale 

LAE FRLI 3TERES IMO TA LCFF.AIli HOTEL CASH RKL, FOUR 

TRC SIX ’ L'LSLFrY AVE,, i Lf PnlS, ON LITHR a?a1L ThF.Li CF. 

FRR, LAR, CF .CF:'. RRR. IT FAULT R ‘ RR RAT RE 

LORAINE HOTEL IS ^EEE CF.. KIAS LAS hSShSJl ATA:

h. 2'. C J1 T LEGAL e . T C.C ~ TL’C ZLFC T”C, Ar FIL Tr’?\E, LAST, 

AITESSS FGjh 7EEG EIGHT THIES ST., .ARX5, MFSI'SIPFI.

JIRIL R^ZvC-F., TOC: FCRTLlN, APF.il FCUa, L*5T,

r. ^ J i . I. u , .J_ V _ , j» F 1 F 1 Y P £. A ft L ^ I * , .". I .'- ?. ri L' *■ , .' 11 o o .

IRRVIR ALL I RI VI LEALS LIRR FA RY RAI TRY

A.3HT HAVE CCNCRMR A53AS3I RIIR .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Page, two

'FCE I ETO. CF JACKSCL, FE. "INC VAS SECT WHILE

STALEIIu HIS LACK 10 HIS hCCf CH ILL TALCOKY OH THE 

SECZI-'FLCC E LEVEL aT AEPhCXlHAiiLY SIX O’CLOCK F. r > Iht 

SECT CALE FF.C A EIA^liH, IS. FIGHT GF AI.,. I FIFF VI TH I r A AGini 

SHOULD EE DEA VOL IC ODlAIN CMY FaCTS FhCi1. ICLIVILIpLS IE. TLE* 

VIE..', KECPISG I hTC HIGH I EGFEE GF EMTICN ? SLAT I “

AS> A nLSuLi OF THE ASSASjIEATICa, wHICH ."AY AFFECT THE 

I'TIVICUAL'S ABILITY TO FACTUALLY ELLA I _ uFAT HE CSSEHVET

P. I 11i c t A 5 A I i^r. 11 0L « 

ELI; JSC 

FEI JKSL ICC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• fbi ;
Date: 4/12/68 I

Transmit the following in______________________ _________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via AIRTEL________  _______________ AIRMAIL_________________________ I
(Priority) ।

TO: SAC, TAMPA (157-3231)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN

Re Tampa teletype to Director and Jackson, 4/8/68.

Numerous attempts were made to contact Mrs. SUE MALEY 
of 1125 Poplar Boulevard, Jackson, Mississippi, form 4/8/68 
to date.

Mrs. MALEY contacted 4/12/68 and stated her son was 
in Florida, and she did not desire to talk to anyone as she had 
been under the caie of a doctor.

Mr. RUFUS CREEKMORE, Attorney, Jackson, contacted 
and stated that Mrs. SUE MALEY advised him she had been contacted 
by FBI concerning her son’s whereabouts.

Mr. CREEKMORE stated that CHARLES E. M&EY, III, 
has had numerous traffic tickets with the Jackson PD and has 
been under the care of a psychiatrist and iya very nervous 
person, Mr. CREEKMORE stated that CHARLES MALEY was still 
in Florida to the best of his knowledge.

Tampa should note in referenced teletype that MALEY 
left motel about 10:30 to 11:00 on Thursday, 4/4/68. Tampa 
should determine from New Yorker Motel in Clearwater, Florida,

It

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

whether CHARLES MALEY left AM or PM on 4/4/68 as if MALEY 
left motel at PM he could not be considered suspect in this 
matter.

If MALEY left 10:30 to 11:00 AM on 4/4/68, check 
flights from Tampa to Memphis to determine if CHARLES MALEY 
a passenger on these flights.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI

Date: 4/12/68

Transmit the following in___________________________________________ _
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

L

TO: SAC, TAMPA (157-3231)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN

Re Tampa teletype to Director and Jackson, 4/8/68.

Numerous attempts were made to contact Mrs. SUE MALEY 
of 1125 Poplar Boulevard, Jackson, Mississippi, form 4/8/68 
to date.

Mrs. MALEY contacted 4/12/68 and stated her son was 
in Florida, and she did not desire to talk to anyone as she had 
been under the care of a doctor.

Mr. RUFUS CREEKMORE, Attorney, Jackson, contacted 
and stated that Mrs. SUE MALEY advised him she had been contacted 
by FBI concerning her son’s whereabouts. (A a

Mr. CREEKMORE stated that CHARLES E. MAlM/ III, 
has had numerous traffic tickets with the"Jaeksort/TDand has 
been under the care of a psychiatrist and is a very nervous 
person. Mr. CREEKMORE stated that CHARLES MALEY was still 
in Florida to the best of his knowledge. /

Tampa should note in referenced teletype that MALEY 
left motel about 10:30 to 11:00 on Thursday, 4/4/68. Tampa 
should determine from New Yorker Motel in/Clearwater, Florida,

2- Tampa
^> Jackson

ELMiccs /
W&c^_

/ s 7 ~TSi^ / s
Approved: —----------------------------------- Sent M Per 

rSpecial Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

whether CHARLES MALEY left AM or 
left motel at PM he could not be

PM on 4/4/68 as if MALEY 
considered suspect in this

matter.

If MALEY left 10:30 
flights from Tampa to Memphis 
a passenger on these flights.

to 11:00 AM on 4/4/68, check 
to determine if CHARLES MALEY

T
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




