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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date  4/17/68

DELMA PIERCE was telephonically contacted from
Dee Dell's Photo Studio in Walls, Mississippi, at which
time PIERCE voluntarily advised the following information:

PIERCE advised that due to her employment at
Dee Dell's Studio, she travels quite extensively and there-
fore does not have a permanent address in Walls, Mississippi
but can always be contacted through the photo studio, She
advised that when she is in Walls she will often stay at a
motel in Memphis, Tennessee,

PIERCE advised that to the best of her knowledge,
she remembers calling her sister in Muncie, Indiana, on
either April 5 or 6, 1968, PIERCE stated that the first
time she had called had been from Jackson, Mjssissippi, and
that the second time she called from Memphis, Tennegsee, on
either the same day or the:ddy after, PIERCE stated that
during the conversation her sister had expressed a concern
for PIERCE, being in Memphis during the riot, and this led

to a discussion of the circumstances concerning Doctor

MARTIN LUTHER KING's death.

PIERCE stated that she uses the name LaBELLA
when calling her sister in Indiana, due to the fact that
she, PIERCE, has a former husband in Indiana, and she is
attempting to conceal her activities from him, PIERCE
stated that due to her marital difficulties, she uses the
name LaBELLA, and this is the only time tnat she ever uses
this name, PIERCE stated that there is no such person as
DENO or DEE LaBELLA,

PIERCE stated that on the night of April &4, 1968,
at about 6:00 PM, she was traveling in connection with their
business with DEE ARAMIAS, PIERCE stated that at about
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6:00 PM on April 4, 1968, she and ARAMIAS had been in
Biloxi, Mississippi, and recalled checking both hersdf
and ARAMIAS into the Holiday Inn at Biloxi.

. PIERCE advised that she is presently driving a
1968 Chevrolet, sea frost green in color, with a black
vinyl top, and Tennessee license, PIERCE further stated
that this is a company car, and that she does not own a
personal car., PIERCE further advised that she also has
access to a Buick Wildcat and a 1968 Chevy II.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA BRENT W. WARBERG:,

On Apri%fa 1968, at approximately 8:00 PM,
BYRON DE LA BEC H JR., South Meridian Street,

‘Aberdeen, Missigsippi, telephone Number 369-4550, was
contacted by SA’ BRENT W, WARBERG and it was determlned
that he had been at home all night and had been in

Aberdeen, Mississippi during that day.
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Memorandum

SAC, JACKSON (157-5328) DATE: 4 /5/68

SA JAMES W, AWE

FERRALL L. MC CORMICK
RM - K

Mrs. MC CORMICK, 50Q§ Highway 80 West,
Jackson, Mississippi, advisgd this date that her
husband, FERRALL L, MC CORMICK, is presently employed
by the Nob]e Drllllng Co. with offices in New Orleans.
He works on an oil rig somewhere in the GQulf of
Mexico and is not scheduled to return to Jackson
until the first part of next week. She stated it is
customary for him to work seven days and be off
seven days. ‘

A teletype has been sent to New Orleans this
date requesting them to establish the whereabouts of
MC TORMICK during the pertinent period of MARTIN
LUTHER KING's assassination., New Orleans was requested
to sutel information this date. ‘g@
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

pate _ April 10, 1968

it

. ~TOM NELSON DAVIS, South Acres Drive, New Albany,
Mississippi, was interviewed at the MlSSlSSlppl Highway
Safety Patrol (MHSP) Substation, at New Albany, Mississippi.
He voluntarily appeared for 1nLerview.’

TOM NELSON DAVIS was warned of his rights by
SA ROBIN O, COTTEN and waived them, but refused to sign
the Warning and Waiver form. He advised that he fully
understood his rights and did not desire to execute any
waiver until he learned the nature of the purposed
lnteereW.

When questioned concerning his activities on
April 4, 1968, TOM NELSON DAVIS advised that he was at
his home on So uth Acres Drive, in New Albany, Mississippi,
at approximately 4:00 P.M.," when his cousin ROY HARDY,
who resides on Highway 30 East, stopped by his house and
offered him a drink of whiskey. DAVIS pointed out that
he lived at this residence with his mother, and suggested
that they drive to the Beacon Hill‘Drive«In, located west
of New Albany. He stated that he drove his 1967 white
Mustang, and was followed by his cousin, ROY HARDY, in
HARDY's pickup truck. He stated they sat in the truck
for a few minutes in front of a sme2ll cafe, and each
had a drink of whiskey.

He estimated that he left the area of the
Beacon Hill area/between 4:30 and 5:00 P.M., alone,
driving his wh;gaMustang, and stated he was en route
to Memphis., H¢ explained that he had planned to meet
friends, BETTY SMITH and BQ E4 WOOD at the Manhattan
Club, H1ghway351 South, located jUSt north of Lll Abners
Tavern in South Memphis.

On 4/8/68 o New Albany, Mississippi gy 4 Jackson 157-9586

SA JOHN DENNIS MILLER and

by SA_ROBIN Q. COTTEN:RGC:bal Date dictated 4/9/68
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He recalled that he drove to Holly Springs,
Mississippi, and stopped at a whiskey store, located on
the north side of the square, where he purchased a pint
of 01d Charter whiskey. Thereafter, he stated that he
drove on United States Highway 78 to a Savings Gas Station,
located just nog%h of Holly Springs, Mississippi, on the
east side of tHe road, and stated he asked to see a friend,
JUNIOR KIR&IN&AL who previously had allowed him to purchase
“gasoline on ’redlt in the smount of $3.00. He stated that
he inquired; concernlng KIRKINDAL, and learned from a
"redheadedsboy" who was employed there, that KIRKINDAL
was not working at that time. He advised that he paid
this "redheaded boy" $3. OO and in return was given his
gasoline charge ticket.

He recalled that almost immediately, after he
got back into his Mustang and turned on the radio, he
heard a newscast concerning the shooting of Doctor MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.,, in Memphis. He stated that he continued
listening to the newscast until he arrived at the Tennessee-
Mississippi state line on United States Highway 78, where
he stopped at a beer joint located on the east side of
the highway, just a few feet south of the Tennessee state
line, located in Mississippi. He advised he had been
there on previous occasions and knows the owner only by
sight, and stated he is certain the owner knows him as
a customer, but not by name. He stated he talked with
the owner, described only as a white male in his fifties,
and stated they discussed the KING shooting. He advised
‘he drank one beer and ate a hamburger., He estimated he
stayed at this beer joint approximately 30 or 40 minutes
and while having a hamburger, he stated he heard over the
newscast at the beer joint that KING had died.
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He stated he could notrecall the exact time,
but stated it was after dark when he heard concerning
KING's death.

Thereafter, he advised he drove to the Manhattan
Club, located on Highway 51 South, for the purpose of
meeting BETTY SMITH and BOBBY EARWOOD, and upon arriving
at the Manhatten Club, stated he observed s veral police
officers armed with shotguns guarding the area, He
advised that at this time, the Manhattan Club was closed,
and he then drove to "Lil Abners'" Club nearby, where he
met BETTY SMITH and BOBBY EARWOOD. He pointed out that
EARWOOD, a white male, approximately 32, is employed ‘at
the "Lil Abners' club., He recalled they were closing the
club on orders of the police at the time he arrived there,
and estimated it was approximatzsly 8:00 P.M,, when he met
his two friends,

He recalled that BOBBY EARWOOD owned and operated
a red Chevrolet pickup truck, and was invited by EARWOOD
to visit his apartment for a drink, since the club was
closed. He stated he followed EARWOOD in his white Mustang
to EARWOOD's apartment, located approximately two miles
away. He stated he was not familiar with the address,
and could not state the exact whereabouts of the location
of the apartment,

He estimated that he stayed at this apartment
with BETTY SMITH and BOBBY EARWOOD until at least 2:00
A M,, the following norning, after drinking a considerable
amount, and drove back to New Albany, Mississippi, arriving
there shortly after daylight on April 5, 1968,
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He advised that on this occasion he was wearing
a dark business suit, dark tie, and white shirt.

He volunteered to accompany Agents along the
same route, if necessary, in an effort to establish his
whereabouts on this date as he claimed.

With reference to his whereabouts, during the
latter part of march and the first day of April, 1968,
he advised he could not specifically give the names of
any persons who could account for his whereabouts other -
than his mother, since he advised he was in New Albany
at this time, and definitely had not gone to the State of
Alabama. He advised that perhaps neighbors could vouch
forthe fact that he was in New Albany. He stated he did
not recall going to Memphis on this weekend,

He advised that he does not know a JOHN WILLIARD
‘or a2 HARVEY LOWLEYER, and advised he has never used either
of tnese names as an alias

He advised that on the night of April 4, 1968,
he did not at anytime go into the city area of Memphis,
where the shooting took place.

Tha folloW1ng descrlptlon was obLalned thro ugh
observation and interview:

Name ' TOM NELSON DAVIS

Race White

Sex - - Male

Age 41

Date of Birth

Place of Birth Union County, Mississippi
//
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Height
Weight
Hair

Eyes
Complexion
Address

Military Service

Navy Serial Number
Social Security
Number
Mississippi Driver's
License Number
Education
Characteristics

Mother
Father
Brother
Brother

Sister

/ R
/) =

6 feet, 1 inch

194 pounds s
Brown ~- crewcut |
(was not recent crewcut)
Blue

Medium

South Acres Drive

New Albany, Mississippi
Claims service with
United States Navy,
1944-1945, Honorable
Discharge-

7223812

I
000603302

High School

Droop of left eye
(artificial eye)

LOLA MAE DAVIS

South Acres Drive

New Albany, Mississippi
A, M, DAVIS (deceased)
WALTER DAVIS

New Albany, Mississippi
RAY DAVIS .

New Albay, Mississippi
Mrs, J. P. LOMNICK

Highway 30 East -
New Albany, Mississippi
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Sister
Sister
Sister

Occupation
‘Marital Status
Arrests

Description of
vehicle

Mrs, ORLIS FARRIS
0ld Highway 15 South
New Albany, Mississippi

" Mrs. BILL ELLIOTT
‘Alameda, California

(address unknown)

Mrs. CHARLES MORRIS
Frankfurt, Germany

(in Military Service)
Unemployed

Single

Admits arrest Memphis,
Tennessee, 1946, armed
robbery and kidnaping -
received 3 years.

1957, Caine County, IlllﬂOls,»
foroery and con game -
received 1 to 3 years.
1965, Oxford, Mississippi,
possession of non-tax paid
whiskey - received 2 years

White Mustang, 1967 model
189, two-door, 8 cylinder,
Vehicle Identification
Number 7F01C162781; 1968
Mississippi License 73B-708;
Car has blue interior;
Purchased August, 1967,
Tutor Ford Company,

New Albany, Mississippi

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~FD-30% (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 4/8/68

W

Mrs. PAUL DEWEY WILSON wife of PAUL DEWEY,WELSON
was contacted at her home in rural Jayess, Missisgippi, in
Lawrence County, Mississippi, by SA REESIE L, TIMM NS, who
advised her of his identity and the nature of the inqulry.

Mrs. WILSON advised that her husband continues to
work on a drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico off the
Louisiana coast. She advised that he went out to his job on
Sunday, March 31, 1968, and would not return until Sunday
night, Aprdl 7, 1968, She advised that she is certain that her
husband is still out in the Culf of Mexico as he drove some
three other men to their job in his red Mustang the past

- Sunday. She advised that when he goes out in the Gulf of
Mexico, he cannot get back to land unless there is an extreme
emergency until his seven days are up.

Jackson 157-9586

On 4/5/68,, Jayess, Mississippi Jacksn 157-2094

File #

" E . L MO | : 6
by SA REESIE L, TIMMCNS/pac Date dictated 4/8/68
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 4/9/68

STERLING LEWIS GILLIS, Park Drive, McComb,
Mississippi, who is known tojSA REESIE L, TIMMONS, was contacted
by telephone at his residende at 8:40 p.m., April 4, 1968.

Mr. GILLIS was sleeping at that time according to his wife,

;
&

Mr. GILLIS advised that he was not aware of the . ‘
assassination of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, that he had been
at his home with his family all afternoon and evening and that
no one would know of his whereabouts other than his wife and
immediate family.

Mr, GILLIS advised that he has not been in the Memphis,
Tennessee area in years and could furnish no information
regarding the assassination of Reverend KING.

Jackson 157-9586

On 4/4/68 ., McComb, Mississippi .» File # Jackson 157-2400

SA REESIE L, TIMMONS/pac 4/8/68

by Date dictated
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FEucRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

_ Date 4/9/68

MURPHY JOHN DUNCAN, JR., contacted at his rural Ruth,
Missigsippi residence in Pike County, Mississippi, by telephone,
was advised by SA REESIE L, TIMMONS, who is well known to
DUNCAN, of the nature of the inquiry.

Mr. DUNCAN advised that he was expecting slme kind of
contact by the FBI, that he has been at his residence all
afternoon and evening with members of his immediate family.

DUNCAN who was contacted at 8:43 p.m., advised that
he could furnish no information regarding the assassination of
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. DUNCAN advised that he worked for
the county supervisor until approximately 4:00 p.m., drove to his
residence after work, and had not been out of his house since
arriving home from work.

‘ Jackson 157-9586
On 4/4/68 at _ Ruth, Mississippi File # Jackson 157-2399

by __ SA REESIE L, TIMMONS/pac Date dictatod 4/8/68
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BA 44-669 |
COPIES STATEMENT OF PERSONAL HISTORY DATED FEERUARY
TWENTY-SIX, NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE, AND ARMY REPORT OF

INUESTIGATICN DATED APRIL TWENTY-SEVEN, NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE,
BEING FORWARDED AIR MAIL SPECIAL BELIVERY THIS DATE TO

BUREAU AND OTHER GFFICES. .
FOR INFGRMATION OF RUREAU AND OTHER CFFICES, DCII,
FCRT HOLARIRD, MARYLAND, CHECKED TODAY WITHGUT LOCATING ANY

“RECCRD OF ERIC STARVO GALT, AKaA.
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PAGE TwO .

LA 44-1574

™IS DATE WITH NEGATIVE PGSULTS. KEL GHBORHOOD INVEsflaAIIONs
CONDUCTED OLYMPIC AND HEATH, VICINITY OF PARK, ALFRED AND
OLYMPIC, WASSELIN AND OLYMPIC, WOODRUFF AND BEVERLY GLEN,
VARNALL AND BEVERLY GLEN, AND SUNSET AND PALN GRIVE, WITH OUT
AFFECTLNG ANY IDENTIFICATION. FIELD INTERROGATION CARDS EEING
CHECKED AT BEVERLY HILLS PD
ADDITIORAL NEIGHECRHOCD IbVEHTIGAiIG%S BEING CONDUCTED
AT REMAINING MARKED LOCLIICNQ on 4AP BRC ADDITIONAL NEIGHDORHGOJ
SEING CONDUCTED AT SUNSET AWD PALM AND FINAL RESULTb-OF‘FIELu.
INTERROGATION CHECKS WILL BE OBTAINED.
RE ORIGIN OF RECAP TIRES ON WHITE MUSTANG

I8 REGARDS T0 ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE THE PLACE WHERE GALT
MAY HAVE PURCHASED. THE RECAP REAR TIRES FOUND OF THE AUTO
AEANDGN BY HIM'IN ATLANTA CHECKS WITH BOTH THE L.A. MATRIX

COMPANY, FIVE FIVE THREE ZERG EORWICK, SOUTH GATE, CALIFORNIA

'AND ACE TIRE MOLD COMPANY, ONE EIGHT ONE SEVEN SOUTH EL MONTE,

CALIFORNIA REFLECT THAT THEY ARE UNABLE TO IDENTIFY THE WOLD
VARKED "RGT" INASNUCH AS THE L.A. BATRIX CGMPAMY‘DOES NOT
WRK THEIR NOLDS AND THE ACE TIRE MOLD CONPANY ONLY MARKS
IHE "OLDS UPON REQUEST BY THE CUSTOMER. BOTH CCMPANIES SHIP
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RE PURCHASE OF LUCK-BILL PLIERS AT ROMPAGE HARDWARE

1]

INTERVIEWS OF PURCHASERS OF PLIERS 4T RONPAGE HARDWARE,
LA, CONDUCTED AND KEGATIVE, o
 RE NEWSPAPER AD MATERIAL FOUND IW WUSTANG
BOTH NEWSPAPER SCRAPS SEARING CLASSIFIEL ADS_FOUND
11 MUSTANG WERE FROW LOS ANGELES TINES, SUNDAY, NOVENEER NIKETEEN,
SIXTY SEVEN, PAGES FIVE ONE THROUGH FIVE FOUR. ADDRESS OF SIX
T4e SIX ALVARADO FGUWD ON PAPER NEGATIVE RE GALT.
RE ANITA KATZWINKEL, GINGER DAY, AND FLIKIEDS
VELTHER AWITA KATZWLNKEL, GINGER DAY, NOR THE FLIKIEDS
KNOWN TO CHARLES STEIN AND RITA STEIN. STEINS THIWK TV SET IN
PHOTC SAME AS ONE FORMERLY QUNED EY MARIE MARTIK. MARTLY NOT
AVAILABLE FGR_INTERVIEM. FURTHER ATTEMPTS BEING NMALE T0 LOCATE

AND INTERVIEW MARTIN, _ : v
RE IDENTIFICATICN GF PHOTC OF GALT BY JERCME VERMNON

JEROME WALLIS‘VERNGN, ONEkTW@ FOUR SIX WCODBURY

" COURT, UPLALD, CALIF., EXHIBITED PHOTOGRAPHS OF ERIC STARVO
GALT TODAY AND ADVISED THAT ONE WITH EYES OPEWN BEST LIKENESS,

THI 8KS PHCTOS REFLECT GALT LOST WEIGHT SINCE PHGTO TAKEN AND

L&ST TIME VERKGN SAW HIM OF MARCH FOURTEEN LAST. DOESN'T RECALL

A“BOULBE’CHIN AND THOUGHT GALT Hﬁé FLATTOP HAIRCUT,., - - |
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LA 44-1574

RE HOMER WESLEY GALT POSSIBLE RELATIVE
HOMER WESLEY GALT, ONE ZERO TWO TWO EAST SANTA AmiTa,
BURBANK, CALIF., ADVISED NAME ERIC STARVO GALT AND IKDIVILUAL
- IN PHOTCS UNKNOWN TO HIN. | |
RE INVESTIGAIIOQICONCERNIHG MEXICAN CAR INSURANCE
INVESTIGATION AT HEXICAN TOURIST BURERU, LA; NEXICAN
CONSULATE GENEEAL,‘LA; (AND INSURANCE COMPANIES WRITING MEXICAN
" CAR INSURANCE CONDUCTED AKD XO RLccoRr LOCATED FGR ERIC STARVO
ut—\Ll.
LGS ANGELES HAS RECEIVED WUNERCUS CALLS FRON LCCAL
iz ENS AS RESULT OF PUBLICITY AND ALL LEADS BEING PURSUED
ZYPEDI TIOUSLY. FESULTS NEGATIVE’TOEAY. ‘
LGS ANGELES CORTIE UING TC DEVELOP INFORWATION LEADING
To- APPREHENSION OF GALT.
GALT ARMED AND DANGEROUS
COPY OF THIS TELETYPE BEING SENT 10 SAN FRANCIS bO VIA

AIR MAIL.

END

LEASE RESEND PAGE TWO OKLY MY MACHINE PAPER STUCK ON THAT PAGE
ACK '
KCH.

‘FBI JKSN ¥ISS
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APWR, HINDS COUNTY, MEETING, L4-16~68:

| This meeting was held at the Red Hill Bsptist Church
near Byram, Miss, with the President ROY CAMPBELL in charges
ELMORE GREAVES spoke on the differences between white and Negre
people, Mrs, CAMPBELL, Dr. and Mrs, A. E. COPELAND, HARRY
KELLEY, L. E. MATTHEWS, JR., ELAINE SMITH, PAT & NELL THOMAS,
BURRIS DUNN, JR., DANNY HAWKINS & WIFE, BENNIE WALDRUP & WIFE,
BUS BOBBITT, ANN BARBER, CATHY AINSWORTH, JESSIE MC RIGHT & wifﬁ.
There were a number ol others present that sourece did not know,
but it was one of the largest meetings held te date, that source

has attended,
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