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4/1/68

4/3/68

4/4/68

On this date an individual using the name
ERIC GALT left both laundry and dry cleaning
at the Piedmont Laundry pick up station,
1168 Peachtree, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia,

ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birming-
ham, Alabama, registered at the Rebel Motor
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, on April 3, 1968,
was assigned Room 34, and departed the hotel
prior to the checkout time of 1:00 P.¥. on
April 4, 1968, At the time of registration
GALT indicated on the registration card that
he was driving a Mustang bearing Alabama
license 1-38993.

The FBI Laboratory concluded that the

signature of ERIC §. GALT appearing on the

hotel registration card was prepared by

the same individual who prepared other specimens
submitted under the same name.

Between 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 P.M. on this date
a man using the name JOHN WILLARD rented
sleeping room 5B at 422% South Main Street,
Memphis, Tennessee, at the rate of $8.50

per week. He paid one week's rent in
advance. He was not required to execute

a registration card or to otherwise provide
any information concerning himself or his
automobile;

At about 4:00 P.M. on April 4, 1968, an
unknown individual purchased from York

Arms Company, 162 South Main Street, Memphis,
Tennessee, a pair of Bushnell 7 x 35 binoculars.
The salesman did not reco’d the serial number
of the binoculars:; however, he wrote the

price of the binoculars $39.95 and the

amount of the tax $1.60 on the side of the
cardboard box in which the binoculars came

and added them for a total of $41.55. He
placed the sales slip, the binoculars,

box, and the leather type carrying case

in a gray paper bag which bears on its side
the name York Arms. This witness subsequently
identified photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as
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Subject's family is reported to have changed the
family name as often as it suited them, and they have been
known at various times under the names RAY, RAYNES, RAVYNS,
RYAN, and BERNES.

A birth certificate has been located reflecting
that JAMES EARL RAY was born March 10, 1928, at Alton,
Il1linois, to JAMES RAY and LUCIE MAHER.

Mother LUCILLE MARY RAY, nee WMAHER, was born
April 29, 1909, at Alton, Illinois, and
died an alcoholic on January 25, 1961,
at St. Louis, Missouri. She is reported
to have been a prostitute during most of
her life and is alleged to have introduced

Her husband, who now
uses the name JERRY RAYNES, abandoned her
in about 1952. From about 1954 until her
death in 1961 she lived with JOHN EUGENE

GAWRON whenever GAWRON was not in prison.

Father JERRY RAYNES, born November 24, 1899,
resides alone on a small farm on Route 2,
Center, Missouri, and has telephone number
AM 7-3467. He claims to have married the
subject‘s mother at Jacksonville, Florida,
in the spring of 1929, 1930, or 1931 but
he admits to having lived with her in a
common-law relationship prior to their
marriage., He states that he and the
subject's mother separated about 1949 and
he admits to having lived with RUBY CARPENTER
off and on from about 1952 until 1963.
RAYNES claims to have last seen the subject
about 17 years ago, and he claims to have
no informatiom regarding his present where-
abouts.

Brother JOHN LARRY RAY, born
resides alone at 1900-A Cherokee, St. Louis,
and is engaged with his sister, CAROL PEPPER,
in the operation of the Grapevine Tavern,
1982 Arsenal, St. Louis. The telephone at
the tavern is number PR 6-9417.

JOHN has served sentences in both the
I1linois State Penitentiary and in the
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