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6/18/63

SAC, ATLANTA (62-0),

SAC ^JACKSON

0 ■

CHAFES K. SINCLAIR 
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for Jackson is a letter sent to RALPH 
MC GILL, publisher of the Atlanta Constitution, by the 
subject. This is being submitted to Jackson for any action 
considered appropriate since subject mailed letter from 
Meridian, Mississippi.
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subject. This is being submitted to Jacison for any action 
considered appropriate since subject mailed letter from 
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PAGE FOUR '

SHERIFF G. I. mAULUIsv, i«A, WHO IS SHERIFF OF WHITFIELD 

CO., GA., AND OPERATES THE COUNTY JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS 

HAS SENT NO LETTERS Ch COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JAIL WhICH 
wENT OVER THE JAILERS DESK. HE SAID CURTIS WOULD PROcAdLY 

SEND ALL MAIL OUT WITH VISITORS AND JAIL TRUSTEES AND 

WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN OBSERVED BY MEN OF HIS DEPT. 

IT IS FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT CURTIS’ ATTORNEY, ERWIN 

MITCHELL, FORMER U.S. CONGRESSMAN FOR THE SEVENTH DISTRICT 

OF GA., IS OF THE OPINION THAT MOST OF CURTIS’ COMMENTS 

CONCERNING HIS KNOWLEDGE CF RAY’S ASSASSINATION GF KING 
ARE PURE FABRICATIONS ON THE PART OF CURTIS OR AS A RESULT 

OF SOMETHING CURTIS HAS REAL IN LOCAL PAPERS.

APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR aHlm THE CONCLUSION OF THE 

INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, HE SENT A NOTE TO SHERIFF G. T. 

MAULDIN REGUESTING IO AGAIN SEE AN F-I AGENT, THAT HL 

NOW' WARTED TO TELL THE ENTIRE TRUTH. CURTIS WAS AGAIN 

INTERVIEWED BY sA THOMAS n. HENRY, JR., AND AGAIN FURMSHc-U 

A EIGHTS FORM WHICH HE REFUSED TO SiuN. HE THEN STATED 

THAT APPARENTLY IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY HE USts THE work 

"WE" INDICATING THAT HE AND JAMES EAF.L FAY HAD PLANNED THE 

KING MURDER WHICH ^OULD INVOLVE HIM INA CCNSYIRACY AND FOR 

END PAGE FOUR ' .
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PAuE SEVEN* '

GO TO VICKSBURG FOLLOWING THE MURDER, CONTACT IRE LAK

FROL VICKSBURG, HISS®, WHO HAL THE HOUSEBOAT, ANO THIS

MAK wAS 10 TAKE HIM EITHER TO LEW ORLEANS CH CANADA VIa

THE iI SSI SSIPPI RIVER®
AT ‘THE CONCLUSION OF THE 1NTERVlEw,■CUhTlS STaIEl

HE WCULDKOl TESTIFY TC ANY OF IhE AoCVl. HE EID 
ADVISE IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THAI THE RAhE CF THE 

INDIVIDUAL ON THE HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSEURu, LISS*, WAS

C^'^) ^^ KNOWN aS ciI SSI SSI PPI WHO SEhVLu

STATE PENITENTIARY /

THE STORY ALSO MEN TICKED A HAU FROM ^EW ORLEANS 
HiC COULD Ob I AIN ANY KIuL CF I jiMTHCnTIOL AL J CURTIS 
LpTER IDENTIFIED THIS HAD AoJk^^'^HICH INFORMATION 
HAS PREVIOUSLY BUb SET CUT^M*^^  ̂ WITH CURTIS*

.THROUGHOUT THE I NT Eh VI.I TH CURTIS, ALO READING

CURTIS* STORY,! HE CONTINUED TO EMPHASIZE THE FaCI THAT HE 

WOULD HOI TESTIFY AGAINST RAY AS HL FEAhbD FOR EIS LIFE.

HE INDICATED THAT a NY SIATl Phi SOU RE WhS SEkI 10 WOULD 
PhObApLY HAVE INDIVIDUALS WHO' WOULD KILL HIE aS h RESULT

GF PREVIOUS INFORMATION Hl FURNISHED THE PRESS AN.D IV MEDIA 
aND IT IS FELT HE WAS USInG THIS AS AD lXCUSE AS TC WHY HE

END PAGE SEVER
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v FBI JKSN MISS

952 PM 8P URGENT 7/3/68 ELS

TO DIRECTOR AND JACKSON

-FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA JULY TWO LAST.

RAYMOND CURTIS WAS INTERVIEWED AT WHITFIELD CO. JAIL, 

DALTON, GA., JULY THREE INSTANT BY SAS THOMAS R. HENRY, 

JR., AND ALBERT D. MILLARD. CURTIS IS CURRENTLY CONFINED 

WHITFIELD CO. JAIL AWAITING APPEAL ON LIFE SENTENCE FOR 

MURDER. CURTIS WAS ADVISED OF THE IDENTITY OF THE INTER­

VIEWING AGENTS THROUGH DISPLAY OF CREDENTIALS. HE WAS 

FURNISHED A RIGHTS AND WAIVER OF RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE READ, 

INDICATED HE UNDERSTOOD, AND REFUSED TO SIGN. HE ADVISED

HE KNEW HE WAS BEING INTERVIEWED CONCERNING STATEMENTS HE

MADE INA LETTER HE HAD MAILED TO MR. SANDERS OF EBONY 

MAGAZINE. CURTIS STATED HE WAS MERELY TRYING TO SELL A

STORY TO EBONY FOR APPROXIMATELY FIVE

HELP HIS MOTHER PAY OFF A MORTGAGE ON

THOUSAND DOLLARS TO

HER HOME, WHICH SH^—

MORTGAGED TO OBTAIN ATTORNEY FEES FOR

FIRST HE STATED, WITH REFERENCE TO THESE STATEMENTS, THA

HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN FIFTYFOUR, WHICH

HIS DEFENSE, AT

WAS A BURGLARY IN JOLIET, ILL., IN OCT, OR NOV., FIFTYFOUR. 
AT THIS POINT IT WAS POINTED OUT TO CURTIS THAT CERTAIN

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'PAGE TWO

STATEMENTS MADE BY HIM IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY COULD POSSIBLY 

INVOLVE HIM IN A CONSPIRACY WITH RAY CONCERNING THE KILLING 
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CURTIS CATAGORICALLY DENIED THE 

FOLLOWING STATEMENTS WHICH WERE IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY

MAGAZINE:

i. THAT HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN 

FI FTYFOUR.

2. THAT RAY WANTED THE JOB OF KILLING KING.

3. THAT HE AND RAY TALKED ABOUT KILLING KING FOR THREE 
< YEARS.

4. THAT THEY TALKED TO THE MAN FROM MISSISSIPPI THAT 

KNEW ALL ABOUT THE KK BUSINESSMANS ASSOCIATION THAT WAS TO 

PUT UP THE MONEY TO KILL KING.

5. THAT HE KNEW THE MEN FROM MISSISSIPPI.

6. FOR THREE YEARS, THAT HE AND RAY MADE MAPS JUST TO 

FIND THE RIGHT PLACE TO KILL KING AND THAT HE HAD MADE THE 

MAPS OVER HIMSELF.

7. HE AND RAY KNEW JUST WHERE THEY WOULD GO AFTER THE 

KILLING OF KING.

8. THAT HE WAS TO BE IN ON THE KILLING OF KING.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

^ 9. THAT THERE ARE MEN IN FIVE STATES THAT ARE

BEHIND THE KING KILLING AND THAT DO NOT KNOW WHAT HE KNOWS.

DURING THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS DREW CRUDE MAPS SETTING 

OUT HOW HE THOUGHT RAY WOULD STALK KING. THIS MAP SHOWED 

THE FOLLOWING TOWNS WHERE HE SAID KING MADE MOST OF HIS 

SPEECHES: ATLANTA, LITTLE ROCK, BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, SELMA, 

JACKSON, VICKSBURGS, MISS., AND MARKS, MISS. HE FURTHER 

POINTED OUT THERE WAS A MAN LIVING ON A HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG 

ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER (WHOSE FIRST NAME HE KNEW BUT WOULD 

NOT DIVULGE). THIS MAN WAS TO TAKE RAY DOWN THE RIVER

fON HIS BOAT TO NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE KILLING. HE STATED IN 

THE PAST HE (CURTIS) HAD PULLED SEVERAL BURGLARY AND 

ARMED ROBBERIES (HE WOULD NOT COMMENT ON PARTICULARS) 

IN TOWNS ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND WHILE POLICE WERE 

LOOKING FOR HIM ON THE HIGHWAY HE WOULD BE ON A BOAT DOWN 

THE MISSISSIPPI. HE FURTHER STATED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY 

CONCERNING THE KING KILLING WHICH WAS CURRENTLY OUT BEING 

TYPED AND IT WAS THE STORY HE MENTIONED IN THE LETTER TO 

EBONY AND INTENDED TO SELL TO EBONY.

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

SHERIFF G. I. MAULDIN, NA, WHO IS SHERIFF OF WHITFIELD. 

CO., GA., AND OPERATES THE COUNTY JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS 

HAD SENT NO LETTERS OR COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JAIL WHICH 
WENT OVER THE JAILERS DESK. HE SAID CURTIS WOULD PROBABLY 

SEND ALL MAIL OUT WITH VISITORS AND JAIL TRUSTEES AND 

WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN OBSERVED BY MEN OF HIS DEPT. 

IT IS FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT CURTIS’ ATTORNEY, ERWIN 

MITCHELL, FORMER U.S. CONGRESSMAN FOR THE SEVENTH DISTRICT 

OF GA., IS OF THE OPINION THAT MOST OF CURTIS’ COMMENTS 

CONCERNING HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RAY'S ASSASSINATION OFKING 
ARE PURE FABRICATIONS ON THE PART OF CURTIS OR AS A RESULT 

OF SOMETHING CURTIS HAS READ IN LOCAL PAPERS.

APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE 

INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, HE SENT A NOTE TO SHERIFF G. T. 

MAULDIN REQUESTING TO AGAIN SEE AN FBI AGENT, THAT HE 

NOW WANTED TO TELL THE ENTIRE TRUTH. CURTIS WAS AGAIN 

INTERVIEWED BY SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR., AND AGAIN FURNISHED 

A RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE REFUSED TO SIGN. HE THEN STATED 

THAT APPARENTLY IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY HE USED THE WORK 

"WE" INDICATING THAT HE AND JAMES EARL RAY HAD PLANNED THE 

KING MURDER WHICH WOULD INVOLVE HIM IN A CONSYIRACY AND FOR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



THAT REASON HE DENIED THE STATEMENTS IN LETTER TO EBONY. HE 

THEN ADVISED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY WHICH HE INTENDED TO 

SELL TO SOME MAGAZINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING MONEY 

FOR HIS MOTHER WHICH STORY WAS STILL IN HIS POSSESSION AND 

WHICH HE HAD NOT YET SENT OUT TO BE TYPED. HE ALLOWED SA HENRY 

TO READ THIS APPROXIMATELY TWENTY PAGE STORY. HANDWRITTEN, 

ONE PAGE AT A TIME. HE DECLARED THIS STORY WAS TRUE. THE FIRST 

FIVE OR SIX PAGES OF THIS STORY MERELY SET OUT HIS EARLY . 
LIFE IN CRIME AND THE PRISON SENTENCES HE HAD SERVED AS 

A RESULT OF THESE CRIMES FROM THE AGE OF FIFTEEN. THE 

REMAINDER OF THE STORY IS THE SAME AS WAS SET FORTH IN THE 

ORIGINAL INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS IN APRIL, SIXTYEIGHT CONCERNING 

HIS KNOWLEDGE AND ASSOCIATION WITH RAY. THIS STORY DOES 

REFLECT THAT HE FIRST BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH RAY IN FIFTYFOUR 

WHEN THEY PULLED A PAYROLL HEIST IN QUINCY, ILL., WITH A 

THIRD INDIVIDUAL, SHORTLY THEREAFTER, HE LOST CONTACT WITH 

RAY WHEN HE AND THIS THIRD INDIVIDUAL WERE CAUGHT IN A FIFTY- 

SIX THOUSAND DOLLAR BANK ROBBERY AT SOUTHWEST CITY, MO. 

AFTER THAT HE AGAIN BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH RAY IN PRISON 

AND WHILE IN PRISON THEY BOTH LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF 

END PAGE FIVE ' .
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PAGE SIX

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. RAY THEN STATED IT SOUNDED LIKE 

A BIG JOB AND HE WAS ALWAYS ON THE INSIDE OR A PRISON WHEN 

BIG JOBS AND BIG MONEY WERE TO BE HAD.

SHORTLY AFTER THE DEATH OF JOHN F. KENNEDY, MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR ., BECAME PROMINENT AND RAY STATED ON 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT SOMEBODY WAS GOING TO KILL KING. 

THE STORY WENT ON TO REFLECT THAT DURING THIS PERIOD AN 

INDIVIDUAL CAME INTO THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT 

JEFFERSON CITY FROM VICKSBURG, MISS., AND WHO, UPON LEARNING 

OF JAMES EARL RAY’S FEELINGS TOWARD KILLING KING, ADVISED 

HIM OF THE KK BUSINESSMEN ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH AND 

OF THE FACT THAT PEOPLE IN FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP 

MONEY FOR KING’S ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 

OUT THAT RAY INFORMED HIM THAT HE INTENDED TO HAVE EVERY­

THING SET WHEN HE KILLED KING AND THAT RAY, THROUGH MAPS, 

LEARNED OF KING'S MOVEMENTS SO HE COULD LATER STALK HIM 

TO THE POINT OF ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 

OUT THAT RAY ADVISED HE WOULD LEAVE A FALSE GUN AND FALSE 

TRAIL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE MURDER. RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO 

END PAGE SIX
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PAGE SEVEN

GO TO VICKSBURG FOLLOWING THE MURDER, CONTACT THE MAN

FROM VICKSBURG, MISS., WHO HAD THE HOUSEBOAT, AND THIS

MAN WAS TO TAKE HIM EITHER TO NEW ORLEANS OR CANADA VIA

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.
AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS STATED

HE WOULDNOT TESTIFY TO ANY OF THE ABOVE. HE DID 
ADVISE IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THAT THE NAME OF THE 

INDIVIDUAL ON THE HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG, MISS., WAS 

(FNU) WILLETT, ALSO KNOWN AS MISSISSIPPI WHO SERVED 

TIME IN THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY.

THE STORY ALSO MENTIONED A MAN FROM NEW ORLEANS 
WHO COULD OBTAIN ANY KIND OF IDENTIFICATION AND CURTIS

LATER IDENTIFIED THIS MAN AS JOE COIN, WHICH INFORMATION 

HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN SET OUT IN AN INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS.

THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, AND WHILE READING 

CURTIS’ STORY, HE CONTINUED TO EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT HE 

WOULD NOT TESTIFY AGAINST RAY AS HE FEARED FOR HIST LIFE. 

HE INDICATED THAT ANY STATE PRISON HE WAS SENT TO WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE INDIVIDUALS WHO WOULD KILL HIM AS A RESULT

OF PREVIOUS INFORMATION HE FURNISHED THE PRESS AND TV MEDIA 

AND IT IS FELT HE WAS USING THIS AS AN EXCUSE AS TO WHY HE

END PAGE SEVEN
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TAGE EIGHT

DID NOT WANT TO BE SENT TO A STATE PRISON ON HIS CURRENT 
LIFE SENTENCE. HE STATED HE WOULD NOT ALLOW HIS STORY TO 

BE XEROXED NOR WOULD HE WRITE IT OVER AGAIN OR ALLOW THE 

PAGES TO LEAVE HIS CELL. HE DID STATE HE WOULD TRANSCRIBE 

HIS STORY OVER A DICTATING MACHINE AND WOULD REDRAW CERTAIN 

MAPS HE PRODUCED FOR HIS STORY.
HE THEN PRESENTED CRUDE SKETCHES OF THE FED. PENITENTIARY 

AT LEVENWORTH, THE MISSOURI STATE PEN, IN ADDITION TO THE 
ABOVE MENTIONED MAP CONCERNING THE TOWNS WHERE KING MADE 

NUMEROUS SPEECHES.

UACB, CURTIS WILL BE ALLOWED TO DICTATE HIS STORY ON A 

DICTATING MACHINE IN THE PRESENCE OF SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR.

DUE TO THE UNRELIABILITY OF CURTIS, NO LEAD FOR AN 

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS BEING SEI FORTH FOR JACKSON 

IN CONNECTION WITH IDENTIFYING (FNU) WILLETT, AKA MISSISSIPPI 
UACB.

■END ■

JWD

FBI JKSN MISS

PT
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FD-36 {Bev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 7/5/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN

Re Atlanta teletype 7/3/68

RE RAYMOND CURTIS 
INTERVIEW IN COUNTY 
JAIL AT DALTON, GA,

Enclosed herewith for Little Rock and Memphis 
is one copy of referenced teletype.

PAUL J. DENNIS, Vice-President, Vicksburg Mid
„^ ‘‘waiver Service, Inc. advised on 7/5/68, th&t (FNU) WILLETT 
tor owned a houseboat known as the "Nell^Ljaie'^a diesel-

, powered ship capable of travel on the .Mississippi. (FNU) 
v o^^ WILLETT was described as an elderly^/fen who x^as crippled 
^ and used a cane. He and his wife, whose name is believed

to be NELL, took vacation trips on his houseboat approximately 
twice a year, securing the services of a Mississippi River 
pilot to operate the boat for them, (FNU) WILLETT is believed 
to have died approximately two years ago. He is believed 
to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas and
to have docked his houseboat at the Greenville, Miss. Yacht 
Club.

WILLIE SMITH, a Negro male employee of the Greenvill
Miss. Yacht Club, advised on 7/5/^s, that the correct name 
of the houseboat is the "Nell wXlis"and that it was owned 
by a (FNU) WILLIS, who died ^Bout wcr or three years ago. 
NELL WILLIS, wife of (FNU) WILLIS, is still living and

Approved:
.gent in Charge
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JN 157-9586

• residing in or around Pine Bluffy Arkansas.

Following the death of Mr. WILLIS, the 
houseboat was sold to SONNY (LNU), a member of the 
Memphis, Tenn. Yacht Club, who is believed to be a 
Mississippi River pilot.

WILLIE SMITH advised that Mr. WILLIS was 
always considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of 
anti-Negro sentiments.

UACB the following leads will be covered;

LEADS: .

LITTLE ROCK DIVISION

AT PINE BLUFF, ARK.

Will locate and interview NELL WILLIS in order 
to substantiate information set out in enclosed teletype.

MEMPHIS DIVISION

AT MEMPHIS, TENN. *

Will attempt to locate and interview SONNY 
(LNU) in order to either prove or disprove the information 
contained in enclosed teletype.

-2*-
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 7/5/68

Transmit the following in _____________________________________ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL
Via________ _________________ ________________________________________  

(P riority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (1.57-9586) (P)

NORKIN

Re Atlanta teletype 7/3/68.

RE RAYMOND CURTIS 
INTERVIEW IN COUNTY 
JAIL AT DALTON, GA.

Enclosed herewith for Little Rock and Memphis 
is one copy of referenced teletype.

PAUL J. DENNIS, Vice-President, Vicksburg Mid 
River Service, Inc. advised on 7/5/68, that (FNU) WILLETT 
owned a houseboat known as the ’’Nell Willie", a diesel- 
powered ship capable of travel on the Mississippi. (FNU) 
WILLETT was described as an elderly man who was crippled 
and used a cane. He and his wife, whose name is believed 
to be NELL, took vacation trips on his houseboat approximately 
twice a year, securing the services of a Mississippi River 
pilot to operate the boat for them. (FNU) WILLETT is believed 
to have died approximately two years ago. He is believed 
to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas and 
to have docked his houseboat at the Greenville, Miss. Yacht 
Club.

WILLIE SMITH, a Negro male employee of the Greenville, 
Miss. Yacht Club, advised on 7/5/68, that the correct name 
of the houseboat is the "Nell Willis”and that it was owned 
by a (FNU) WILLIS, who died about two or three years ago. 
NELL WILLIS, wife of (FNU) WILLIS, is still living and 
3-Bureau (RM) 2-Little Rock (Enc. 1) 
2-Memphis/Enc. 1)

7tf5>3acksW7— r^T^TSW^TV

YJGW/J^b\j£^ ■- S&wra^e^J^tfe _____ Y,------------------
Approved: ______________ Sent Seria? iZOA^^Oy .£4? -^^j^ :crx=^xctrL—^ii“t^ “

SpecwA Agent in Charge ilndexed.—Cic/c_________________________
Filed—M_______________________________
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: July 5, 1968
Transmit the following in 

Via AIRTEL_____________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: SAC’s, Jackson, Atlanta

V FROM: Director, FBI

MURKIN

ReATtel 7/3/68.

Jackson should make reasonable efforts to identify 
and interview (FNU) Willett, and run out any pertinent infor­
mation developed and surep or LHM.

Since Curtis refuses to furnish "his story" for 
appropriate copying, it will not be necessary for an Agent 
to have him dictate on a dictating machine in the Agent’s 
presence. Curtis is not to set the terms on which he will 
furnish information to the FBI, particularly since to date 
he has not furnished anything of substantive value. Atlanta 
Su LHM.

For information of Memphis, "Ebony" Magazine forwarded 
letters from Raymond Curtis, inmate of Whitfield County Jail, 
Dalton, Georgia, in which he alleged among other things that 
he and Ray planned the King killing and businessmen put up 
money for the King murder. Curtis was previously interviewed and 
furnished nebulous information along the same lines which was 
run out and nothing of substantive value was developed 
(See report of Alan G. Sentinella dated 5/17/68, at Atlanta, 
copies to Memphis). On rejnterview on 7/3/68, Curtis originally 
recanted substantially the"whole sbry he had set out in his 
letters to "Ebony" but then recontacted the Agents and claimed 
that the "story" was true. Among his allegations, he indicated 
that an individual named (FNU) Willett who was also known

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AIKTEL, SAC’S Jackson, Atlanta 
RE: MURKIN

as ’’Mississippi’1 was supposed to be contacted by Ray at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, after the murder and Willett was to take 
Ray to either New Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi River 
in Willetts’ houseboat.

As indicated above, the Jackson Office is being 
instructed to run out the Willett allegation.

- 2 -
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July I, 196#

a mm

T©! IA$% AwkeM, Atlanta 

no#: Mw#mf mi 

WMH

MTtel WM.

Jfcd&sen should sake msaubh efforts te identify 
•Ml interview' (TOO Willett* and run out any pertinent infer- 
nettea developed and aura# er MOI.

ftisee Curtis refuses te furnish "Ms etery" far 
aj^reprlate espying, it will net fee nooessary <•» »« Agent 
te bare Mis dlethte en • dietatlwg metetse la the Agent’s 
presence. Curtis is net te set the terns an whieh be will 
furnish infernatiee to the FIX, pertieularly since te date 
he Ms* set famished earthing of safest ant ire value. Atlanta 
Au IBM.

Ver internetioa at Bes^his, "Abeny” Kagasine forwarded 
letter* free Baynend Curtis, innate ef Whitfield County Jail, 
Seitos, Weergia, la whieh he alleged eneng ether thing* that 
he med Mey planned the King killing and husisessaen get up 
nosey fair the King warder. Curtis was previously interviewed and 
famished neWlMM inferaatien along the mum line* whleh was 
mm east and nothing el «wh»t»»tive value was developed 
(Mee report M Alan ft. Sentinell* dated S/17/g®, at Atlanta, 
eagles te Neanftls). On r^)aterview an 7/3/M, Curtis originally 
recanted safestanttally the whale story ha had set out in hie 
letters te "Ktan^* feet then resentaeted ths Agents and claimed 
that the *«teey* was true. Awns his allegations, he Andleated 
that an individual mured (XMB> Willett she was alee knees

1 * SAC, Besphie (ter info)
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Aims*. SAC*a &H&mv Atlanta 
RS: MIDI ‘

as ’’‘Mississippi" was supposed t® be wataeted fey Ray at 
Vieksberg, Mississippi, after the Harder and Willett was is take 
Ray te either Ww Orleans er Sanada via the Mississippi River 
la Willetts* Musebeat.

As indieated above, the AMiUMMl Off lee is being 
isartreeted te run eat the Willett al legal ten.

*• 2 *
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OPTIONAL FORM NO- 10 5010-105-03
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA. GEN. REG- NO- 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) date: 7/5/68

FROM : SA JOHN II. PROCTOR, Jr. *

subject: CHARLES K. SINCLAIR ]

INFORMATION CONCERNING

Reference Atlanta letter to Jackson dated 6/18/68. ■

The writer of the letter sent to RALPH McGILL, Publisher of the
Atlanta Constitution is f ormer Sgt, ?1ARTIN ^Hy^QK. BULLOCK has writtet 
numious letter of this type and'’wa;F^iT^ US ARMY for
medical reasons.

BULLOCK is subject of Jackson case file number 62-30.

1 - Jackson (157-9586)
JHP:jp
(1)
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 7/9/68

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)(P)

MURKIH - COST DATA * >

Re Jackson airtel 6/4/68,

Cost data for the Jackson Division from 6/1/68 
to 6/30/68 Is as follows:

1/ A. Special Agents:
< Regular Man Hours:

Overtime
327 (hours)
187 (hours)

B. Clerical Employees
Regular Man Hours 52 (hours)
Overtime None

2. , Total Mileage (Estimated) 287 (miles)

3. Unusual or out-of-the-ordlnary
Expenses - . . . ^ None

4. Peak Number of Special Agents
Working on Case at Anytime „ . ■ ’
During the Month: i. * \ 7
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In Reply, Please Refer to t - 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, Georgia 
July 5, 1968

Sander

"Mr. harles L. Sanders

ear Mr. Sanders:

JAMES EARL RAT;
MASTIN LUJMR' KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL ^(STS____________________

__s^®itt0d a letter to Mr. Charles 
^KFW^ine, which letter is as follows:

/ "I thank you for your answer to my letter. I
/ think that details I give you in this letter will be 
( of help to you.

"Well, Sir, I have written a story. No one but 
myself has read it but me. At this time I know that it 
will have to be re-wrote for I am not a writing it as 
bad as it is.

"It all about the crime I did and about a crime
I did in 1954 with James Earl Ray and about the 13 years 
of prison pal and everything we talk about. About thing 
and about James Earl Ray wanted the job of killing 
Martin Luther King, Jr. We talk of killing King for 
three years. And we talked to the man from Mississippi 
that knew all about the KK businessman association that 
was to put up the money to kill King. I also know the 
men from Mississippi.

This document contains 
of the FBI. It is the 
to your agency; it and 
outside your agency.

neither recommendations nor conclusions 
property of the FBI and is loaned 
its contents are not to be distributed
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JAMES EARL RAT;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

"In that three year we made maps just had to find 
the right place to kill King. Well I have made the maps 
over myself. They are with the story also.

"And just where we would go after we killed 
King so yes when we talk about it I was to be in on 
it. But I was not. The story has it all in it. All 
the big thing and the little one also. And what Ray 
like and what he did not like. This story could get 
me killed. I know that. That is why I won’t send 
the story by mail. I know that this is getting to be 
a long letter. But when you read this if you want the 
story O.K. If not just let me know, O.K. That way 
I won’t talk to men about it.

"Mr. Sanders there are men in five states that is 
behind the King killing and they don’t know what I 
know. But James Earl Ray did not. low that they have 
Ray Tenn, will trial him if they get him back.

"Well, they want me to testify. Well, I just 
don’t know yet what I will do.

"You see, me and Ray were pal. I could tell what 
I have to the news. That no much. Or I could not 
say everything. And I did not tell the FBI. Well, 
this is not a book. I am just trying to tell you what 
you ask of me in your letter.

"If you have a man or have someone down this way, 
if you will have them stop by the jail I will let them 
read the story and you can go from there. O.K.

"I thank you again.

"I will be looking to hear from you soon.

/s/ "Raymond Curtis

"I am still in the Dalton County Jail."

On July 3, 1963, CURTIS was interviewed at the 
Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, .'Georgia, asd furnished 
the following information:

- 2 -

1 I ■
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

July 5, 1968
Date_______________________

1

RAYMOND CURTIS was contacted at the Whitfield 
County Jail and advised of the identities of Special Agents 
THOMAS R. HENRY, JR. and ALBERT D. MILLARD. He was furnished 
a rights and waiver of rights form which he read, indicated 
he understood, but refused to sign. He was advised that he 
was being interviewed concerning statements he made in a 
letter he had mailed to Mr. SANDERS of Ebony Magazine.

CURTIS stated ha was merely trying to sell a story 
to Ebony for approximately $5,000 to help his mother pay 
off a mortgage on ter home. She had obtained this mortgage 
as a result of paying attorney’s fees for the defense of 
CURTIS at a previous trial.

CURTIS stated that he and JAMES EARL RAY participated 
in a burglary in Joliet, Illinois, in October or November, 1954. 
It was pointed out to CURTIS that certain statements made 
by him in his letter to Ebony Magazine could possibly involve 
him in a conspiracy with JAMES EARL RAY in connection with 
the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CURTIS then stated 
he wished to go on record as to the statements made in his 
letter to Mr. SANDERS. He categorically denied the follaving 
statements which were in his letter to Ebony Magazine:

1) That he and JAMES EARL RAY participated in a crime in 1954; 
2) That RAY wanted the job of killing KING;
3) That he and RAY talked about killing KING for three years;
4) That he and RAY talked to the man from Mississippi that 

knew all about the KK Businessmen’s Association which 
Association was to put up the money to kill KING;

5) That he knew the men from Mississippi;
6) That for three years he and RAY made maps just to find 

. the right place to kill KING and that he made the maps 
over himself;

7) That he and RAY knew just where they would go after the 
killing of KING; .

8) That he was to be in on the killing of KING;
9)----That there are men in five states who are behind the killing 

----------- ;—ef KING—and these men—do not-know—wliat—he—'4CURTIS^—Isnows-;---------

- 3 -
7/3/68 ’ Dalton, Georgia AT 44-2386

O n___________________ a t F i I e #

SA ALBERT D. MILLARD and
, SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR. :jlh ~ , 7/5/68
by___________________________________*_____ ;_____________________ ,_____ Date dictated_______________________________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions or the FBI. IT Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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AT 44-2386 
2

During this interview CURTIS drew two maps 
setting out how he thought RAY would stalk KING. This map 
indicated the following towns where he said KING made most 
of his speeches: Atlanta, Georgia; Little Rock, Arkansas; 
Birmingham, Mobile, and Selma, Alabama; Jackson, Vicksburg, 
and Marks, Mississippi.

CURTIS further advised that there was a man living 
on a houseboat in Vicksburg, Mississippi, on the Mississippi 
River whose name he would not divulge who was to take RAY down 
the River on his boat to New Orleans after the killing.
CURTIS further advised that in the past he had pulled several 
'burglaries and armed robberies in towns along the Mississippi
River and while police were looking for him on the highway 
he would be on a boat down the Mississippi. He added that 
he had written a story concerning the KING killing which was 
currently being typed and this was the story he mentioned 
in the letter to Ebony Magazine and which he intended to sell 
to Ebony.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

On July 3, 1968, Sheriff G. T. Mauldin, Whitfield 
County, Georgia, advised that Curtis sent no letters or 
communications from the Whitfield County Jail which passed 
over the jailer’s desk. He stated Curtis probably sent his 
mail out with visitors and jail trustees which would probably 
not have been observed by men of his department. Sheriff 
Mauldin stated that Curtis’ attorney, Erwin Mitchell, former 
U. S. Congressman from the Seventh District of Georgia, 
is of the opinion that most of Curtis’ comments concerning
his knowledge of Ray’s alleged assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. are pure fabrications on the part of Curtis or 
the result of something Curtis has read in the newspapers.

; Approximately one hour following the conclusion
of the interview with Curtis, he sent a note to Sheriff Mauldin 
requesting to again see an FBI Agent and stating that he 
wanted to tell the entire truth. Curtis was re-interviewed 
at the Whitfield County Jail.

- -5 -
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* . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION’

July 5, 1963 
Dote______________ _______________

1

RAYMOND CURTIS was furnished a rights and waiver 
of rights form which he refused to sign. He then stated 
in connection with the previous interview that apparently 
in his letter to Ebony Magazine, he used the word "we" 
indicating that he and JAMES EARL RAY had planned the murder 
'of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and he realized now this would 
involve him in a conspiracy. For that reason in the previous 
interview he denied the statements he had made in his letter 
to Ebony Magazine. CURTIS then advised he had written a 
story which he intended to sell to some magazine for 
the purpose of obtaining money for his mother. He stated the 
story was still in his possession and had not yet been sent 
out to be typed/ He permitted SA HENRY to read this 
20-page handwritten story one page at a time and he declared 
this story was true. The first five or six pages of the story 
merely set out his early life in crime and the prison sentences 
he had served as a result of the crimes, starting at the age 
of 15. The remainder of the story is the same as he originally 
furnished in an interview in April, 1968, concerning his knowledge 
and association with JAMES EARL RAY. The story reflects

i that he first became associated?: with RAY in 1954 when they 
pulled a payroll robbery together in Quincy, Illinois, 
with a third individual. Shortly thereafter CURTIS lost contact 
with RAY when RAY and this third individual were apprehended 
in connection with a bank robbery at Southwest City, Missouri. 
After that CURTIS again became acquainted with RAY in prison 
and while in prison they both learned of the death of President 
JOHN F. KENNEDY. At this time RAY stated the-murder of KENNEDY 
sounded like a big job and he was always on the inside of a 
prison when big jobs and big money were to be had.

Shortly after the death of JOHN F. KENNEDY, MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. became prominent, and RAY stated on several 
occasions that somebody was going to kill KING. During 
this period an individual came into the Missouri State 
Penitentiary from Vicksburg, Mississippi. This individual 
upon learning of JAMES EARL RAY’s feelings toward killing KING 
advised RAY of the KK Businessmen’s Association of the South

7/3/68 Dalton, Georgia AT 44-2386On at____________’___________________________ Ft!e--_.---- _____---------------------------

SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR. :jlh 7/5/68
by_________________________ _ _______________________ :_________ Date dictated__________________________
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl.lt to the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agoncyi 
it and its contents are not Io be distributed outside your agency. _
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AT 44-2386 
2

and stated that people in five states were putting up money 
for KING’S assassination. The story further reflected 
that RAY informed this individual that he intended to have 
everything set when he killed KING. RAY followed KING’S 
movements through maps so that he could later stalk KING 
to the point of assassination. RAY indicated during the 
time that he would leave a false gun and false trail immediately 
following the murder. RAY was supposed to go to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, following the murder, contact the man from 
Vicksburg who had the houseboat, and this man was to take him 
either to New Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi River.

At the -conclusion of the interview CURTIS stated 
he would not testify to any of the above information. He did 
advise that the name of the individual on the houseboat in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, was (first name unknown) WILLETT, 
also known as "Mississippi,” who served time in the Missouri 
State Penitentiary.

CURTIS refused to allow his story to be copied 
and stated he would not write it over again nor v.'ould he allow 
the pages to be removed from his prison cell. CURTIS then 
presented crude sketches of the Federal Penitentiary at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and the Missouri State Penitentiary.

- 7«
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, Georgia 
July 5, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS

Raymond Curtis submitted a letter to Mr. Charles 
L. Sanders, Ebony Magazine, which letter is as follows:

"Mr. Charles L. Sanders

"Dear Mr. Sanders: .

"I thank you for your answer to my letter. I 
think that details I give you in this letter will be 
of help to you.

"Well, Sir, I have written a story. No one but 
myself has read it but me. At this time I know that it 
will have to be re-wrote for I am not a writing it as 
bad as it is.

"It all about the crime I did and about a crime
I did in 1954 with James Earl Ray and about the 13 years 
of prison pal and everything we talk about. About thing 
and about James Earl Ray wanted the job of killing 
Martin Luther King, Jr. We talk of killing King for 
three years. And we talked to the man from Mississippi 
that knew all about the KK businessman association that 
was to put up the money to kill King. I also know the 
men from Mississippi.

This document contains 
of the FBI. It is the 
to your agency; it and 
outside your agency.

neither recommendations nor conclusions 
property of the FBI and is loaned 
its contents are not to be distributed
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JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

"In that three year we made maps just had to find 
the right place to kill King. Well I have made the maps 
over myself. They are with the story also.

"And just where we would go after we killed
। King so yes when we talk about it I was to be in on 

it. But I was not. The story has it all in it. All 
the big thing and the little one also. And what Ray 
like and what he did not like. This story could get 
me killed. I know that. That is why I won’t send 
the story by mail. I know that this is getting to be 
a long letter. But when you read this if you want the 
story O.K. If not just let me know, O.K. That way

i I won’t talk to men about it.

*'Mr. Sanders there are men in five states that is 
behind the King killing and they don’t know what I 
know. But James Earl Ray did not. How that they have 
Ray Tenn, will trial him if they get him back.

"Well, they want me to testify. Well, I just 
don’t know yet what I will do.

"You see, me and Ray were pal. I could tell what 
I have to the news. That no much. Or I could not 
say everything. And I did not tell the FBI. Well, 
this is not a book. I am just trying to tell you what 
you ask of me in your letter.

"If you have a man or have someone down this way, 
if you will have them stop by the jail I will let them 
read the story and you can go from there. O.K.

"I thank you again.

"I will be looking to hear from you soon.

/s/ "Raymond Curtis

”1 am still in the Dalton County Jail."

On July 3, 1968, CURTIS was interviewed at the 
Whitfield County Jail, Dal ton, Georgia, and furnished 
the following information:

— 2 -
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AT 44-2386 
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During this interview CURTIS drew two maps 
setting out how he thought RAY would stalk KING. This map 
indicated the following towns where he said KING made most 
of his speeches: Atlanta, Georgia; Little Rock, Arkansas; 
Birmingham, Mobile, and Selma, Alabama; Jackson, Vicksburg, 
and Marks, Mississippi.

CURTIS further advised that there was a man living 
on a houseboat in Vicksburg, Mississippi, on the Mississippi 
River whose name he would not divulge who was to take RAY down 
the River on his boat to New Orleans after the killing. 
CURTIS further advised that in the past he had pulled several 
burglaries and armed robberies in towns along the Mississippi 
River and while police were looking for him on the highway 
he would be on a boat down the Mississippi. He added that 
he had written a story concerning the KING killing which was 
currently being typed and this was the story he mentioned 
in the letter to Ebnny Magazine and which he intended to sell 
to Ebony.
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JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM

On July 3, 1968, Sheriff G. T. Mauldin, Whitfield 
County, Georgia, advised that Curtis sent no letters or 
communications from the Whitfield County Jail which passed 
over the jailer’s desk. He stated Curtis probably sent his 
mail out with visitors and jail trustees which would probably 
not have been observed by men of his department. Sheriff 
Mauldin stated that Curtis* attorney, Erwin Mitchell, former 
U.' S. Congressman from the Seventh District of Georgia, 
is of the opinion that most of Curtis’ comments concerning 
his knowledge of Ray’s alleged assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. are pure fabrications on the part of Curtis or 
the result of something Curtis has read in the newspapers.

Approximately one hour following the conclusion 
of the interview with Curtis, he sent a note to Sheriff Mauldin 
requesting to again see an FBI Agent and stating that he 
wanted to tell the entire truth. Curtis was re-interviewed 
at the Whitfield County Jail.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

July 5, 1968 
Date---------------------------------------------------------

1

RAYMOND CURTIS was furnished a rights and waiver 
of rights form which he refused to sign. He then stated 
in connection with the previous interview that apparently 
in his letter to Ebony Magazine, he used the word '’we” 
indicating that he and JAMES EARL RAY had planned the murder 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and he realized now this would 
involve him in a conspiracy. For that reason in the previous 
interview he denied the statements he had made in his letter 
to Ebony Magazine. CURTIS then advised he had written a 
story which he intended to sell to some magazine for 
the purpose of obtaining money for his mother. He stated the 
story was still in his possession and had not yet been sent 
out to be typed.' He permitted SA HENRY to read this 
20-page handwritten story one page at a time and he declared 
this story was true. The first five or six pages of the story 
merely set out his early life in crime and the prison sentences 
he had served as a result of the crimes, starting at the age 
of 15. The remainder of the story is the same as he originally 
furnished in an interview in April, 1968, concerning his knowledge 
and association with JAMES EARL RAY. The story reflects 
that he first became associated;: with RAY in 1954 when they 
pulled a payroll robbery together in Quincy, Illinois, 
with a third individual. Shortly thereafter CURTIS lost contact 
with RAY when RAY and this third individual were apprehended 
in connection with a bank robbery at Southwest City, Missouri. 
After that CURTIS again became acquainted with RAY in prison 
and while in prison they both learned of the death of President 
JOHN F. KENNEDY. At this time RAY stated the murder of KENNEDY 
sounded like a big job and he was always on the inside of a 
prison when big jobs and big money were to be had.

Shortly after the death of JOHN F. KENNEDY, MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. became prominent, and RAY stated on several 
occasions that somebody was going to kill KING. During 
this period an individual came into the Missouri State 
Penitentiary from Vicksburg, Mississippi. This individual 
upon learning of JAMES EARL RAY’s feelings toward killing KING 
advised RAY of the KK Businessmen’s Association of the South

- 6 -

7/3/68 ’ Dalton, Georgia „ AT 44-2386
o n___________________at_____________ ’__________----------------------------------rile 9----------------------------

SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR. :jlh 7/5/68
b y___________________________ __ ______________________________Date dictated__________________________
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. ft Is the property of the FBI and ts loaned to your cgeney» 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. #

■ §

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386 
2

and stated that people in five states were putting up money 
for KING’S assassination. The story further reflected 
that RAY informed this individual that he intended to have 
everything set when he killed KING. RAY fallowed KING’S 
movements through maps so that he could later stalk KING 
to the point of assassination. RAY indicated during the 
time that he would leave a false gun and false trail immediately 
following the murder. RAY was supposed to go to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, following the murder, contact the man from 
Vicksburg who had the houseboat, and this man was to take him 
either to New Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi River.

At the-conclusion of the interview CURTIS stated 
he would not testify to any of the above information. He did 
advise that the name of the individual on tee houseboat in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, was (first name unknown) WILLETT, 
also known as "Mississippi," who served tins; in the Missouri 
State Penitentiary.

CURTIS refused to allow his story to be copied 
and stated he would not write it over again nor would he allow 
the pages to be removed from his prison cell. CURTIS then 
presented crude sketches of the Federal Peutentiary at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and the Missouri State Penitentiary.

_ 7# -
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