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April 16, 1968

To: FBI, Memphis (44—1987) © Date:
re: MURKIN ~ . .

CR

00: Menmphis

' FBI File No.
L.ab. No.
Examination requested by: LOS Angeles, Las Vegas,
Philadelphia

Reference: Airtels, 4/9/68 and 4/10/68,

'
%t
.

John Edgar Hoover, Director

44-38861

D-560459 JK
D-560463 JK
D-560464 JK
PC-A5608 1Z
PC-A5609 IZ
PC-A5610 1%

This report confirms and supplements Bureau teletype

to Los Angeles in this matter dated 4/11/68.
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FBI LASVEAS

FBI MEMPHIS ‘
1101AM 4-18-68 URGENT MEN :
TO PHILADELPHIA 44-1368» AND LAS VEGAS 157-133

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 1P
MURKIN; CR. * ' '

RE PHILADELPHIA AND LAS VEGAS TELS APRIL SE\ENTEEN LAST.
LAS VEGAS AND PRILADELPHIA, IF POSSIBLE, SHOULD CHECK
DRIVERS LICENSE, RECORDS IN EACH STATE UNDER THE FOLLOWING NAMES:
- ERIC "STARVO GAQT,‘HARVEY'LOWMEYER;fAND‘JOHN WILLARD» KEEPING
IN MIND THE BIRTHDATE OF JULY TWENTY» NINETEEN %HIRTYQNEl
UNSUB ARVMED AND DANGEROUS. P. .
END JRD |

FBI LASVEAS | ‘ (ﬁ‘gd(/pi"

| .FeBI LASVEAS ,3’63 P yp,w
 Lems
,ﬂﬂ»‘\;ﬂds L%Cg,%t&l}lg 2

ol 2 SEARCRED —%{Dfxé%_
. ' SERIALIZED . /FILED
‘ ' ‘ APRE 819

FB) — LAS FECAS

|

-

( 15 7-/33—63
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Date: 4/18/68
Transmit the following in PLA INTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)
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Viec TELETYPE URGENT )
" : (Priority)
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TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, LAS VEGAS (157-133) 1P

MURKIN; CR.

RE MEMPHIS TEL APRIL EIGHTEEN INSTANT.

RECORDS DRIVERS LICENSE DIVISION, MOTOR VEHICLE BUREAU,
CARSON CITY, NEVADA, CHECKED AGAIN FOR NAMES AND BIRTH DATE
MENTIONED IN RETEL. NO RECORD LOCATED.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P.

MCD:jmc
1) '

a)/
Approved: . Vl/ Sent _M_.M Per
Special Agent in dhcrge .
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GSA FPMR (&1 cn) 101118

"UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
0 SAC,LV €157-133) pate: 4/10/68
rroM : SA HAROLD ﬁ. NEHPHER

supject: MURKIN

N

‘This 'dateSAS 'MAX L. WILSON, ' THOMAS DEMPSEY " and writer contacted .

following laundries in the RA territory,with no pertinent information
developed° ‘

P° ——23&133
C Ame€1c \n_ Béggn Cagl enkins Al "
undry .- Bo -

: Carson*Laundramaté*John Van Howe ThSE Movie TARIISEDL
Champion’ faundxy Cehter =Earl Light TAPE MRCHINES 207 Do NoT™
City Lz;nen - George Dickson CT (BE oG Lies CODE
Crown gundryand Cleaners- Maurice”6hasse /M /oWepD.-

Deluxe Vaundry”& Cleahers ‘“Ralph Kolbet

' Pong Yeé Laundry - Fong.Yee Y-
Ideal Baundramat‘i”E1s1e 'Norton" <
Magic Clﬁgners- Paul Faustich G‘ :

Jercury eners, Carson Caty «pat- rove

Mission Linen, Carson €ity~- Lee Baker

Hodern N'evada Claeners, Wlnnemucca - Edward Heath
New Mikado Cleaners -« Norman Fong
Peérless Cleaners ~Fred Bonnenfort ' i
Pink and .Blue Diaper’ Service.-'William Loller
Reno Laundry Bdward~Ness '~

Seventh Streét Cleanees - Charles’ Brennan
Sparks Quality Gleaners- Neéva "MC"Cold!

Sewen Diamonds Laundry "= Pauli "Périnin”
Richardson's ‘Shirt=0-Rama“=~ “Kathy ' Gdary
Sunshine ‘Lauddry” -Tisca“stralla!
Super102301aaners =Robert Eng’.

United Iaundry ‘*John Jauregut o

Up to Date- aundry ;Lovelock ' =Ted fakanada
Vesta Launderette: 1. “Ralph coyer -

Reliable Cleaners- eorge* Be11®

Village CIQaners- Ona ‘Leslie

Vogue CIeaners JBernice Buff1ngton

chn

/57 /3363 a8

SEAICHED ANDZXED
S"RIALIZ FULED L
l i N U \008

FBi o ECAS

77,

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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quh-o-ixat -"Mable Moyerm e
Winnemacca Laundfy™ = Halle Hawkms
Yee Brothérs Laundry <Gere Yee

York Shirt Laundry.- Elizabeth York
Fauon Steam Laundr%thester Tsuda
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FB1 WASH DG ‘
920PM URGENT 4/18’3 GJIM '
TO ALL SACS ‘ . .

£ ROM DIRECTOR 1P
MURKINe.
CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS
1 ' -

COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA IN YOUR TERRITORIES T0 INSURE THAT
THERE IS FREQUENT REFERENCE TO PHOTOGRAPR OF GALT AND HIS

CONNEETION WITH THIS CASE. IF NOT ALREADY DONEs PHOTOGRAPHS

. SHOULD. BE SHOWN OR DISTRIBUTED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AND
OTHER APPROPRIATE AGENCIES IN YOUR AREAS TO INSURE 'THE
'BROADcST POSSIBLE PUBLICATION OF SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH AND
BACKGROUND. ‘ , -

. OFFICES COVERING POINTS OF ENTRY OR EXIT FROM
COUNTRY INSURE THAT SUBJEGT S PHOTOGRAPH AND BACKGROUND
HAVE StEN ‘WIDELY DISTRIBUTED AND/OR APPROPRIATELY
DISPLAYED AND THAT STOPS ARE BEING MAINTAINED.

OFFICES COVER}NG‘DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS

FLIGHTS SHOULD ALSO RENEW STOPs.AND DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPHS

'OF SUBJECT APPROPRIATELY. SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END eXQAVQ
HuW -
FBI LASVEAS. . SP(\/( 7 «r\. ﬁ
KMH .

FBI SAN FRAN %/M/éé . | /5/7.153
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RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES

.
Orc"y,».ééaﬁw By Telephone —
at ate

Information concerning:

Lee . %ﬂ%//{ews

Information furnished from File, Setial, and Page Number:

/)& 0=-1233-S 7

Information furnished was obtained:

%during cowrse of Bureau investigation

[ from informants

O from complainants or other sources

Information furnished to: .
S ks, Syh LVPP

—Number of items disseminated: .

Remarks:

Written Communication ...

ga@/(’ round  Kee. C. Mattheews.

Special Agerft
/=6~ %2

&

) 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- 403P¥ URGENT -4-19-68 SCA

FBI LASVEGAS
FBI WASK DC

TO ALL SACS ) .

FROM DIRECTOR 4P . | \

MIRKIN

'n

THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEAéE HAS JMST BEEN ISSUZD AT
WASHINGTON THIS AFTERNOON AND YOU ARE AUTHORIZED %0 MAKE IT‘
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE T0 THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS‘AND %ADIQ
AND TV STATIONS IN YOUR bIVlSION- EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE
TO INSURE REPEATED AND WIDESPREAD DISTRIBUTIQNloF %Hrs
INFORMATION. bOPIES OF THE 1568 PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT
ALREADY IN YOUR POSSESSION AND WANTED FLYERS SHOULD 'ALSO BE
MADE AVAILABLé T0 MEDIA CONTACTS. NO ELABORATiON b
WHAT§OEVER MAY BE MADE REGARDING TRHIS RELEASE-‘ ADDITIONAL
INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING INVESTiGATIVE LEADS WILL FOLLOW

]

/

'
¢
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 PAGE TWO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

APRIL 195 1968

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE
FBI HAS IDENTIFIED JAWES EARL AT, AN ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI
STATE PENITENTIARY> AS ERKC STARVO GALT» AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL
coﬁquxwr WAS FILED LAST WEDNESDAY IN CONNEGTION WITR THE FATAL
SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN'LUTHER KING» JR.

DIRECTOR J.' EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTEMATIC AND -
EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR. KING
CASE AGAINST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER 53:000'PEQSONS~FROM WHOM
"WANTED NOTICES" HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE FILES OF THE FBI"S IDENT-
IFICATION DIVISION LED TO THE DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND RAY
ARE IDENTICAL. ' '

MR- HOOVER SAID THAT RAY» WHO IS 40 YEARS OF AGE. WAS
REPORTED MISSING FROM THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT JEFFERSON
CITY, MISSOURI, SINCE.APRIL 23, 1967. HE HAD BEEN RECEIVED, AT THAT
INSTITUTION ON MARCH 175 1960 TO SERVE A 20-YEAR SENTENCE
FOLLOWING CONVICTION IN ST. LOUIS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR

OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE WITHOUT PERMKSSION OF THE OWNER.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE
IN SEPTEMBER> 1966> WHKLE SERVING THIS SENTENCE», HE WAS

CONFINED FOR A TIME IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WARD AT Tﬂé STATE HOSPITAL

AT FULTON:‘MISSOURK: . <

‘ ACCORDING TO MR-~ HOOVER;\RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RECORD
DATING BACK“TO 1949. PRIORJTO THE 1960 CONVICTION FOR WHICH HE
RECEIVED THE 20-YEAR' TERM» RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN
LOS ANGELES» CALIFORNIA» IN 19493 ARMéD ROBBERY IN GﬁICAGO:

ILLINOIS, IN 19523 AND FORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS

\ ¥

IN MISSOURI IN 1955. .
. HE HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL {N
13495 IN STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, IN 1952-54;

"AND IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH» KANSAS, IN 1955-58.

RAY WAS AN ENLISTED MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM
FEBRUARY, 1946, TO DECEMBER, 1948, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN C
GENERAL DISCHARGE 'DUE TO INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR
MILITARY SERVICE. WHILE IN THE ARMY> HE RECEIVED A THREE-MONTH
SENTENCE AT HARD LABOR FOR BEING DRUNK AND BREAKING ARREST.

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT DURING HIS CRIMINAL CAREER> RAY
7P-0~52

: O B
HAS ALSO USED THE NAMES OF JAMES MCBRIDE» JAMES. WALTON, W. C. we
-— Tt

@ QD  osmmm——c———t

HERRON AND JAMES O°'CONNER. HE IS A WHITE MALE; CLAIMS TO HAVE
w .

g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR
BEEN BORN MARCH 10, 1928 IN ILLINOIS: IS APPROXIMATELY S FEET
10 INCHES TALL AND WEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS. HE HAS BLUE
EYES AND BROWN HAIR. THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF

H1S FOREHEAD AND A SCAR ON THE PALM OF RIS RIGHT HAND.

' RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ATTENDED SCHOOL THROUGH THE
10TH GRADE IN ALTON» ILLINOIS. HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATION OF
BEING A "DRIFTER" SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. HIS VOCATIONCL EXPER-
IENCE INCLUDES WORKING AS A BAKER» LABORER AND COLOR MATCHER.

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE
PENITENTIARY, AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JgFFsRséN CITY»
MISSOURI> ON JULY 20, 1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEEING
FROM THE STATE OF MISSOURI TO AVOID CONFINEMENT, HE HAS BEEN A
FEDERAL FUGITIVE SINCE THEN. ‘

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS-
ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY |
CONTACT FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTONs D. C.» OR THE NEAREST
FBI OFFICE. ' ‘
END
PET | 7
FBI LASVEAS N

P . !

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PRESS RELEASE

Las Vegas, Nevadsa
April 19, 1968

Attorney General Ramsey Clark announced today that
the FBI has identified James Earl Ray, an escapee from the
Missourl State Penitentiary, as Eric Starvo Galt, against whom
a Federal complaint was filed last Wednesday in connection with
the fatal shooting of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

PDirector J. Edgar Hoover said that a systematic and
exhaustive search of latent fingerprints uncovered in the
DPr. King case against the x:lngerpr:uit- of the over 53,000 persons
from whom "wanted notices" have been posted in the files of the
FBI's Jdentification Division led to the determination that Galt
and Ray are identical.

Mr. Hoover said that Ray, who is 40 years of age, was
reported missing from the Missouril State Penitentiary at Jefferson
City, Missouri, since April 23, 1967. He had been received at
that institution on March 1¥%, 1960, to serve a 20-year sentence
following conviction in 8t, Louis for armed robbery and for

operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner.

<

- 80-~27 1 - Each BEARSHED {NDEXED

=2157-133 Radio Stations: SERIAL(Z FILED .
1 - KLAS TV, Channel 8 KLUC KENO 1 9135
1 - KSHO TV, Channel 13 KLAY KRGN ) ‘FB'A’T‘LAAS’EGA%’/_
1 - KORK TV, Channel 3 KRAM KVEG ) YARN))
1 - KHPV TV, Channel 5 KORK KTOO (Henderson) t

(Henderson) KBMI /
MCD:jmc Above hand delivered to radio & TV stations.
(15) 1 +*

i

/5 7-/33-62
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In September, 1966, while serving this sentence, he
was confined for a time in the maximum security ward at the
state hospital at Fulton, Missouri.

According to Mr. Hoover, Ray has a known arrest record
dating back to 1949. Prior to the 1966 conviction for which he
received the 20~year term, Ray had been convicted of burglary
in ILos Angeles, California, in 1949; armed robbery in Chicago,
Illinois, in 1952; and forging United States postal money orders
in Missouri in 1985,

He has served terms in the los Angeles County Jail in
1949; in state prisons at Jaliet and Pontiac, Illinois, in
1852-1954; and in the Federal penitentiary at Leavenworth,
Kansas, in 1§55—1958.

Ray was an enlisted man in the United States Army from
Februaxry, 19468, to December, 1848, at which time he was given a
general discharge due to ineptness and lack of adaptability for
military service. While in the Army, he received a three-month
gentence at hard labor for being drunk and breaking arrest.

Mr. Hoover said that during his criminal career, Ray
has also used the names of James McBride, James Walton, W. C.
Herron, and James OTConner. He 13 a white male; clains to have
been born March 10,‘1928, in Illinois; is approximately 5'10" tall,

-2 -
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and weighs about 163 to 174 pounds. He has bl&e eyes and brown
hair, There is a small scar on the center of his forehead and
a scar on the palm of his right hand,

Ray has claimed that he attended school through the
10th grade in Alton, Illinois, He has had the reputation of
being a "drifter" since leaving school. His vocational experience
includes working as a baker, laborer, and color matcher,

In connection with his escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary, an FBI complaint was filed in Jefferson City,
lissouri; on July 20, 1967, charging Ray with unlawfully fleeing
from the State of Missouri to avoid confinement. He has been a
Foderal fugitive sinece then,

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous,
Anyone having information concerning him should immediately
contact FBI headquarters in Washington, D, C., or the nearest

¥BI offiece,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (0 CFR) 101-11.8

QN ITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

Director, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 14/19/68

-

SAC, Kansas City (u44-760)
MURKIN
~ Enclosed to the Bureau are six copJ.es and to each
office one copy of the following photographs:
JAMES EARL RAY, Missou?i Department of

Correction #00u4l6, dated 3/17/60 and
9/8/66

WALTER _TERR
FBI #4558766

IFE, Kansas City SO $#29636

Stand up photographs

f RAY on the left, Kansas City SO
#29637 and RIFE, K

{sas City SO 29236, taken 3/28/55.

2 - Bureau (Encs. 24%) (AM)

2 - Each Field Office (Encs.u) (AM)
2 -~ Kansas City

(120)

[T S5 7n¢

SEARCHED ANPEX
SERIALIZED KL
N : APR2 0 1858
FB) == LAS JdGAS

ayplates.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




OPTIONAL FORM NO\ 10
MAY 1082 EDITION
CSA FPMR (4 CPR) 10t-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO :  Director, FBI (u44-38861) DATE: 4/18/68

.

A

{éﬁd%: SAC, Kansas City (44-760)
%14

susject:  MURKIN

Enclosed to the Bureau are six copies and to each
office one copy of the following photographs:

JAMES EARL RAY, Missouri Department of
Correction #004l16, dated 3/17/60 and
9/8/66

WALTER TERRY RIFE, Kansas City SO #29636
FBI #4558766

Stand up photographs of RAY on the left, Kansas City SO
#29637 and RIFE, Kansas City SO 29236, taken 3/28/55.

2 ~ Bureau (Encs. 24) (AM)

2 -~ Each Field Office (Encs.4) (AM)
2 - Kansas City

(120)

5T LFT P2

SEARCHED et $QEAZT rmmr -
SERIALIZED. s FEED) i
NPR20 185 /
£BI = LAS VEZS /
AR

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI LASVEA ; - S L S‘V”fyg
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FBI LOS ANG ‘ : f
745 PM IMMEDIATE 4/19/68 VLB /
1010PM IMMEDIATE 4-19-68 LLD

i

TO ALL SACS EXCEPT KANSAS CITY, ANCHORAGE» HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN

ME SSAGE RELAY PLAN ' /O(Q
FROM DIREGTOR SP, E "0 A/ﬂ/,‘
/“/\$9 | - 4D 2 '
MURKIN. oo- MEMPHIS. ‘,](’-/‘1

e

' O O
JAVES EARL‘RA¢2 AKA. EARL JAME RA{? We C-JﬁEﬁgg;; EARL JAME S,

e , ) 7 ((). O ,
JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O'CONNER> JAMES Eﬁ TON» JANMES WAL YON» JIM

- FUGITIVE; UFAC - ROBBERY FIRST» ILE 88-41730-" 00: KANSAS

CITY» KC FILE 88-9449; DETERMI TODAY BY BUREAU 10 BE IDENTICAL

WITR ERIC STARVD GALT:~AGAI T wWHOM FEDERAL COMPLAINT FILED APRIL

SEVENTEEN LAST IN. CONNEC fON WITH FATAL SHOOTING OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHEZR KING» JRe~ /

. JAMES EARL RAYY INMATE, MISSOURI. STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON

CITY, M0+, ESCAPED PEN APRIL TWO THREE,» SIXTY-SE\EN. INVESTIGATION
INDICATED RAY GONCEALED HIMSELF IN A BREAD BOX AND ESCAPED FROM
TRUCK MAKING DELIVERY TO AN AUXILIARY FARM. RAY WAS SERVING TWENTY
YEARS ON CHARGE OF ARMED ROBBERY - FIRST DEGREE AND FOR OPERATING A
VEHICLE WITHOUT OWNER'S CONSENT. ON JULY TWENTY, SIXTY-SEVEN

END PAGE ONE ' ‘

'

Pcv&W 2/ ~ 2 2
. 5 H d SEARCHED INgEX |
% g8< e - _ 7 |SERIALIZED B ‘

APR1 9 1958

\ : . FBI — LAS VEGAS '
/ ‘ | !x?‘»
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PAGE TWO , ‘ .

FEDE‘:RA!L COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WwILLIAM Ao KITCHEN, WESTERN
DISTRICT OF MISSOURI» KANSAS CITY» MO.» FILED BEFORE USC» JEFFERSON
CITY, M0.s CHARGING RAY WITH VIOLATION TITLE EIGHTEEN, SECTION ONE
ZERO SSVEN THREE, USC. WARRANT ISSUED.

INVESTIGATION ‘HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY GHICAGO, SPRINGFIELDs ST.
LOUXS, AND KANSAS CITY OFFICES IN UNPRODUCTIVE 'EFFORT TO0 LOCATE TPIIIS
FUGITIVE. KANSQS CI?’Y IS INSTITUTING A FULL AND. COMPLETE
REINVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND DATA» RELATIVES»

{

AND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST IN
HIS LOCATION. |

IN THIS ‘CONNECTION, JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE_ON
MARCH SEVEN, ‘FIFTY-FIVE> BURGLARIZED THE U. S. POST OFFICE AT
KELLERVILLE> ILL:»,AND'STOLE SIXTY-SIX BLANK U. S. POSTAL MONEY
ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, FIFTY-FIVE, IN NUMEROUS
“STATES, WITH THE RESULT THAT BOTH WERE SENTENCED IN U.S.D.C..
KANSAS CITY> M0.» ON, JULY ONE FIFTY-FIVE, TO USP» LEAVENWORTH»
END PAGE TWO ‘ | '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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+ PABE THREE |

!

" DECATUR» QUINCY OR ALTON» ILL.3 APPROXIMATELY FIVE- FEET TEN; ONE

[

KANSAS. SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A LONER AND RIFE

APPARENTLY 1S ONE OF HIS FEW CLOSE ASSOCIATES, 'SUGGESTING POSSIBILITY
THEY COULD HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATES IN MURDER OF DR. KING» AND
INVESTIGATION ALSO INSTITUTED IN KANSAS CITY AIRTEL TO SPRINGFIELD
MARCH ELEVEN LAST TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFO RE RIFE AND TO LOCATE
HIM FOR INTERVIEW. THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD ALSO BE RECOVERED AND
EXPEDITED TODAY, IT BEING NOTED RIFE AND RAY HAVE BACKGROUND HISTORY
IN THE QUINCY, ILL.» AR%Ao: - -

PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ARE BEING
FORWARDED AMSD 0 BUREAU AND ALL.OFFICES. | |

FOLLOWING IS DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY AS FURNISHED BY FBI
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION UNDER FBI NO. THREE ZERO . SIX FOUR FOUR THREE

A: WHITE MALE> DOB MARCH TEN, TWENTY-EIGHT OR TWENTY-NINE>. AT -

SEVEN FOUR LBS.» IN SEPTEMBER SIXTY-SIX; RUDDY COMPLEXION; BLUE EYES;
BROWN HAIR; MEDIUM BUILD; OCCUPATIONS LABORER AND BAKER; SCARS AND
MARKS--SMALL SCAR ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD AND SCAQ IN PAL¥ OF RIGHT
HAND » QDDREssssj#sr; LOUIS» M0.» MARCH SIXTY>' TWO ZERO ONE FIVE
PARKs ST+ LOUIS, MO.» OGTOBER FIFTY-NINE; QUINCYs ILLes JULY

FIFTY-F IVEs MARCH FIFTY-FIVE, AND APRIL FIFTY; HOTEL QUINGY, QUINCY.

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

ILL.» MARCK FIFTY-FIVE: VICTOR HOTEL» QUINCY, ILL., MARCH FIFTY-FIVE;
EIGHT FIVE THREE WEST FULLERTON»> CHICAGO» ILL-» MAY FIFTY-TWO; EIGHT
ZERO FIVE ALBY STREET» ALTONs ILL.s JULY FIFTY-ONE. FPC--SIXTEEN,

M OVER Ms NINE OVER FOURs U OVER W» 000 OVER 101, TWELVE, REF NINE
OVER TWELVE- NCIC FPC--ONE SIX ONE THREE ONE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE TWO
ONE TWO I I'ONE TWO I 1 ONE SEVEN. MILITARY RECORD--JA@ES(EARL RAY>
SN ONE SIX ONE SIX THREE ONE TWO NINE» ENLISTED U. S« ARMY FEBRUARY
FORTY-SIX» AT EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL.» AND SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY UNTIL
DECEMBER TWENTY-THREE» FORTY-EIGHT» AT WHICH TIME GIEN GENERAL
DISCHARGE AS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AT CAMP KILMER, N+ Je» BY REASON’
OF INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARYSERVICE. RECORDS

'ALSO INDICATE HE RECEIVED TREATMENT FOR GONORRI’\{EA AND SYPHILIS WHILE

A MEMBER OF THE MILITARY.
FOLLOKING IS A DESCRIPTION OF WALTER TERRY RIFE» FBI NO.-
END PAGE FOUR ‘ .
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PAGE FIVE

FOUR FIVE FIVE EIGHT SEVEN SIX SIX» AS OBTAINED FROM FILES OF USPs
LEAVENWORTH: WHITE MALE, AGE FORTY-FOURs DOB APRIL NINE TEEN,
TWENTY-FOUR, FIVE FEET NINE AND ONE HALF» ONE SIX ONE LBS.» BROWN
HAIR, EYES BLUE GRAY. o |
KANSAS CITY IS SETTING OUTLALL PERTINENT LEADS TODAY BY
TELETYPE AND TELEPHONE FOLLOWED UP BY TELETYPE CONF IRMATION.
ALL LEADS MUST BE COVERED WITHIN TMENTYHFOUR HOURS WITH BUREAU»

_5&§§QS—G{§¥’—AND MEMPHIS BEING KEPT ADVISED BY APPROPRIATE

/
COMMUNICATION OF PERTINENT DEVELOPM?NTgo
—

SUGGEST BUREAU MAKE IMMEDIATE COMPARISON OF ANY LATENT
FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED DURING KING "'INVESTIGATION WITH THOSE .

OF WALTER TERRY RIFE TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL. i
AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ANCHORAGE, HoNdLULu AND SAN JUAN. '
LEGAT MEXICO CITY AND OTTAWA ADVISED. ’ ’

SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN cowvxcran OF ROBBERY WITH DEADLY

WEAPON» HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE xospxrad,,FULron, ¥0es IN .

SIXTY-SIX, AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

) -P-
END
,OLC ‘ |
FBI LASVEAS S o : . \
o ,
\ | - | .
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t

NAL FORM NO. 10 !

Qruo
UNITED STA'i‘ES GgERNMENT '} ,
Memorandum

+ 0 sAC (157-133)  oams 6/16/68

FROM : SA WALLACE M. POLLARD

supjecT:  MURKIN

On 6/16/68 FREB BONNENFANT, Owner, Pcerless Cleaners, 698
Forest St., Reno, Nevada, furnished to SA POLLARD two specimens each
of Thermal Press characters "02B-6" and "D2B-6" from the machine

located at this plant. - :

BONNENFANT advised that this plant uses this machine to mark
the laundry it processes, but uses a code unlike that represented by
the above characters.

wMp
(1)

\‘rxé@' L IE S TR

N T N B
o SFRALIZED e

v l(':DV,_~ _FL‘Eﬂ o

Qi\{; 1 F

ANy 2

Al

$whgfpﬁm‘"‘

5010-108-02

‘Bu,y U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the dera)l
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO, 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 4

4SS UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT =

Memorandum . o

TO :  SAC, LAS VEGAS (157-133) DATE: 4/22/68
FROM SA MAX L. WILSON
SUBJECT: MURKIN

CR

On 4/10/68, the following financial institutions
were checked by SA MAX L. WILSON with negative results
concerning GALT, LOWMEYER or WILLARD:

American Savings and Loan Association, Reno,
Nevada -~ BERNARD DI ORIO;

Union Federal Savings and Loan Association -~
Mrs. JO BERGER;

On The same date the Nevada Highway Patrol was
contacted and through Dispatcher, Mrs. JO ANNE HUGHES, ‘Dispatcher
Douglas County SO, Minden, Nevada; DALE WEBSTER, Deputy
Pershing County SO Lovelock Nevada; and Mrs. IONE HARRIS
Dispatcher, HUMBOLDT County SO, Wxnnemucca Nevada, were
advised to check same names prov1ded then on day
before through their local financial institutions. These

individuals later telephonically advised they had contacted

the following persons with negative results:

First National Bank of Nevada, Lovelock -~ President
V. S. SCHOENFELD;

First National Bank of Nevada, Winnemucca, Nevada -
Vice President ROWLAND MUDGE-

¢

Nevada Bank of Commerce, Winnemucca - Operations

Officer, ALTON PARKER,

The Nevada Highway Patrol radio was also utilized
in contacting Sheriff GEORGE ALLEN, Yerington; Mrs. RUTH
WALKER, Churchill County SO, Fallon- and Mrs. ELAINE SARNOWSKI,
Mxnteral County SO, Hawthorne. These individuals stated they
had contacted the following banking officials and had
provided names of subjects with similar negative results:

/574 &

SEARSHED -INDEXED.Z
SERIALIZSD Fuads

APR2 2958

;Z FB1 = LAS VFEAS

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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FBI LASVEAS

A

__FBI LASVEAS ‘ : .

FBI LOS ANG.

1:19PM URGENT 4/22/68 GJM

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN
FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 1P

MURKIN

1

YOU ARE REMINDED THAT ALL LEADS IN ]HIS CASE MUST BE

COVERED WITHIN TWENTY FOUR HOURS» AND ALL LEADS MUST BE

4

-SET FORTH BY TELEPHONE OR TELETYPE. ALL BORDER OFFICES

COVERING ENTRY INTO WEXICO AVD CANADA AND EXIT THEREFROY
SHOULD INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE STOPS! ARE VAINTAINED RE
SUBJECT AND ALL NAVES KNOKN TO BE USED BY HIM AT RESPECTIVE
OFFICES OF U S-’IMM{§RAT¥0N AND BORDER PATROL. YOU
SHOULD ALSO INSURE THAT PREVIOUS STOPS PLACED WITH ANY
FACILITY SHOULD INCLUDE ALL NAMES USED BY THE SUBJECT.
DISTRIBUTE SUFFICIENT GUANTITIES OF WANTED FLYERS
AND 10'S TO NARCOTIG\iNVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES IN ORDER THAT |
THEIR INFORMANTS MAY BE CONTACTED: YOU SHOULD GCONTACT

ALL CRIMINAL INFORMANTS AND APPROPRIATE RACIAL AND SECURITY

——

INFORMANTS. LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICOLCITY BEING ADVISED
-\—_—/
SEPARATELY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS-

END L , /

[
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI

Date:  4/19/68

“ Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)
Via AIRTEL AM

e o — i o G————— —— — o ——

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO:  SAC, ALBANY
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P
MURKIN

At about 6 p.m. on 4/4/68, while standing.on the second
floor balcony outside Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, wasstruck
in the right side of the face by a single bullet fired from a
30-06 rifle, The bullet severed KING's spinal cord and death
was almost imstantaneous., {

This investigation, - predicated upon a specific request
from the Attorney General of the United States, disclosed that
the fatal shot had been fired from the bathroom of a, cheap rooming
house located at 4223 South Main Street, Hemphis, which bathroom
was located at the réar of the rooming house, and had a window
overlooking the Lorraine Motel.

&

At about 3 p,m, on 4/4/68, an individual using the name
JOHN WILLARD had rented Room 5-B in the rooming house at 422}
South Main Street and had paid one week's rent. After hearing
the rifle shot at about 6 p.m., on that same day, other tenants
in the rooming house observed a man presumebly identical with
WILLARD; fleeing from the rooming house carrying & large package
which was subsequently abandoned by him on the sidewalk in. front
of the Canipe Amusement Co,, 434 South ¥ain Street, Memphis,
A neighborhood investigation in the vicinity of 424 Soath Main
Street disclosed that the subject had fled from the scene in a
white Mustang,

_Found abandoned in front of 424 South Main Street was a
30-06 Remington model 760 rifle which was determined to have been

2  ALBANY
2 ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

1 __MEMPHIS

g —

. / -
RGI:BN * .7/ oy,
(111 ///
Approved: . / Sent
. Special A/e/nt in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ME 44-1987

sold to one HARVEY LOWMEYER on 3/30/68 by Aeromarime Supply Co.,
Birmingham, Alabama,

Investigation a2t Memphis disclosed that an imdividual had
purchased a set of binoculars at the York Arms Company in Memphis
on 4/4/68, These binoculars were among the material abandoned
with the rifle and recovered in Meuphis. Also recovered was a
brown and gresn herringbone bedspread. The items abandoned in
Memphis were all wrapped im this bedspread. .The blue bag which
was inside the:-bedspread contained numerous items, among which
were the binoculars and & set of underwear comnsisting of a T-shirt
and shorts, The T-shirt and shorts are those or which appears
the laundry mark which has been a matter of interest in this case.

A search of motel retords im the Memphis area disclosed
that an individusl using the name ERIC S, GALT had spent the
night of 4/3/68 at the Rebel Notel, Memphis, Tennessee, and was
driving a 1966 white Mustang bearing Alabama License 1-38993,
Investigation &% Birmogham disclosed that this automobile had
been purchased by ERIC S, GALT om August 30, 196¥, from a private
person in response to 2 mewspaper ad. He paid a total of $1995
cash. While in Birmingham he fuirnished the address of 2608 South
Highland Avenus, Birmingham, This is also the address which
appeared on a 'driver's license issued to him by the State of
Alabama, The driver's licemse identifying data listed his birth
date as July 20, 1931, his height as 5'11", his weight as 170
and his eyes b}u@ and hair browxn,

The automobile in qu@stiom,'th@ white Mustang bearing the
Alabame tags mentioned above, was recovered in Atlanta on 4/11/68
i?g/get@rmined”to have been abandoned there prior to 9 a,m, on

80 ' . .

‘ © ,na ! s . -
In connmection with the evidence submitted by Atlanta,
Birmingham, and Memphis, identifiable latent prints were recovered,
It was on the basis of these latents that identification was made
of JAMES EARL RAY, In handling future leads, all offices should
be particularly interested in securing an identifying number,
military, police, or FBX, in connection with suspects so that the
necessary check can be made through the Id@mﬁif}g@tiog-niyision.

© ° On 4/17/68, AUSA. R, MACEY TAYLOR, Birmingham, sithorized
the filing of.2 complaint charging ERIC STARVO GALT with a
conspiracy to violate Section 241, Title 18, U, S, Code, and

2
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ME 44-1987

recommended bond in the amount $50,000. On that same date,
SAC JOSEPH H, GAMBLE filed & c@mplaint before USC MILDRED F
SPRAGUE, Birmingham, and warrant was issued that same date,

For furtiher infeormation re JAMES EARL RAY, all offices
aiesgirected to press release furnished them by the Bureau on
4/19/68

o omd

'ARMED ;&. DANGEROUS,

-
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,  FD: xfﬂov,_l 2-13-56) I ‘

FBI

i

t

{

{

|

. [
: i
Date: 4/19/68 :
i

]

]

|

!

|
L

Ttans_mlt the following in.

{Type in plain text or code)

. Via —__AIRTEL
(Pnonty or Method of Mailing)

TO ¢t ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES
FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL, RIGHTS
(00: " ME)

Re Albany airtels 4/10/68 and 4/11/68, setting
forth comcarns who purchased Thermo-Seal marking machines ’
and Bureau teletype to Memphis, 4/12/68.

The FBI Laboratory advised that pillowcase and
bed sheet were found in trunk of 1966 white Mustang
registered to ERIC STARVO GALT, which was located at
“ Atlanta 4/11/68, These items contain Thermo-Seal
laundry tapes of approximately same size as tapes on .
items previously recovered, but are yellow in color and
contain code, "20R-3.'" In opinion of Textile Marking
" #» Machine Company, Syracuse, New York, the tapes were
R “* produced by a different machine than previous tapes since

the first three characters are 15 point type and the
last two characters are 18 point type,

The Textile Marking Machine Company suggests the R
twenty in above code would be the lot number, the R may mean - |7
that this was a return of a batch of laundry, and the "y
three is the bundle number. N

LEADS i ia,,;,"
ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES '

L

Will recontact laundries détermined to be
operating Thermo-Seal Marking Machines in an effort to

locate laundry using the code, "20R-3."
' LS 7//53 ~

2 -~ All Continental Offlces LV SEPEEED om o D v,
2 - Memphis SERLILITED e §.~E{).~

\ e GMR:jns (118) ﬁé - i tann

\ ! Z/ ;é .1;3| - u\sgéyas
N Approved: / ‘ M Sent M F ety I 4

Speéial Agent in Charge
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FBI
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i
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Date: 4/19/68 |
|

{

]

]

!

|

L

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL
: L (Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO t ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES
FROM ¢ SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) k ,

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS
(00; ME)

Re Albany airtels 4/10/68 and 4/11/68, setting
forth comcerns who purchased Thermo-Seal marking machines,
and Bureau teletype to Memphis, 4/12/68.

The FBI Laboratory advised“that pillowcase and
bed sheet were found in trunk of 1966 white Mustang
registered to ERIC STARVO GALT, which was located at
Atlanta 4/11/68, These items contain Thermo-Seal
laundry tapes of approximately same size as tapes on ,

, items previously recovered, but are yellow in color and
contain code, "20R-3.'" In opinion of Textile Marking

#». Machine Company, Syracuse, New York, the tapes were

produced by a different machine than previous tapes since

the first three characters are 15 point type and the

last two characters are 18 point type,

A

The. Textile Marking Machine Company suggests the Y -
twenty in above code would be the lot number, the R may mean . |rRC
that this was a return of a batch of laundry, and the , "y
three is the bundle number.

LEADS :

ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES '

Will recontact laundries détermined to be
operating Thermo-Seal Marking Machines in an effort to
locate laundry using the code, '20R-3." !

~ 52 [35 ’76»;_

2 - All Continental Offxces ALV SUARGHED 7 INDDXEO 2
2 - Memphis SERIALIZED nu§7<
L. GMR:jms (118) i anio j,‘
' EZTED w R T4 v
W Jr2) — LAS VEGAS
,:/ App'rqved; / Sent M 57 [//[413’7) WMU

Spe(:ial Agent in Charge

)
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

~
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FBI

Date: 4/19/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

— e o . —— —— . —— " —— —

Via AIRTEL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
————————————— ,—..-_--___——-—_—_——_-———————n—--—n-—l—--—.-”-p— po v
TO: SAC, ALBANY
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN - COST DATA

ReButel to ME 4/17/68.

For information of all offices, the Bureau by retel
requested of the Memphis Division as follows:

"Please furnish following information on above
matter compiled or estimated through 4/30/68, and thereafter
submit cumulative totals through the end of each month until
further notice:

1) Number of man hours spent on case broken down as
to regular hours, overtime hours, and total man
hours by following employees (separate figures
for each class of employees shown):

A. Special Agents
B. Clerical Employees

2) Total mileage (estimated or actual) traveled by
Bucars used on case. Include mileage for cars

traveling to and from other field offices on special
assignment.and any personally-owned cars.

3) Any unusual or out-of-ordinary costs, such as cost
of chartering airplane, rental of special office

space, leased telephone lines, etc. These should
be itemized and cost of each item shown.

§7- Each oftice / )/ ~ 7‘—-/33 77

Memphis

a3 e ]
| Yy | & 72{/}@%&5'@/ 1
Approved: / Sent M Per

Specicygent in Charge huﬁ—; Lf "3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. <
wha?

ME 44-1987

4) Peak number of Special:Agents working on case
.~ during month for which report is submitted.

You should promptly ,fequest all Bureau offices
involved in this case to furnish information requested herein
to you and it should be included in your report.”

Each office is requested to expeditiously furnish
the Memphis Division with.the above designated data within
two work days after theé close of each month. Secondly, each
office is also requested foadvise the Memphis Division even in
the event.each category 1s zereo.or no work is performed on
this case during the month. :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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o DECODED COPY

) 4
FD-280 (Rey. $-28-58) . .3
Y - '
L J N

3 Radio | X1 Teletype s

RODEFER_.

. TO: ALL SACS sToNE.__IV
STOUSLAND,——0

FROM: DIRECTOR 222114 GR 199 wmn.;#w
MURKIN |

REMEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL ONE NINE LAST FURNISHING
BACKGROUND DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED
BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE ITSP
VIOLATIONS) OCCURRINé AFTER APRIL TWO THREE ONE NINE SIX SEVEN.
RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS
AND BUREAU ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION.

| ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS
SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT 'S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN
BANR ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED
AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURGLARY
VIOLATIONS. *‘

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDEREDHARMED AND DANGEROUS.

DECODED & TYPED BY AJE

SERALIZED .. &7 DIED ., 270
21 237938
[T = LAS VEGAS
|

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

W fa/‘( bsm{ij?/:%:_.jf
s £4° *”f

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




3

FBI WASH DC

FBI LASVEAS

404 PM URGENT 4-23-68 KXS

T0 DIRECTOR‘(44738861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM LAS VEGAS (157-133)

MURKIN |

REBUTEL ALL SAC'S». APRIL TWENTY-TWO LAST.

7

WANTED'FLIERS AND IDENTIFICATION ORDERS REGARDING JAMES EARL

‘RAY DISTRIBUTED TO NARCOTICS INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES IN NEVADA.
¢

ALL CRIMINAL INFORMANTS HAVE BEEN CONTACTED AND APPROPRIATE RACIAL

A !
N

AND SECURITY INFORMANTS AND SOURCES. MAJOR HOTELS AND CASINOS IN

3
*

LAS VEGAS AND RENO AREAS HAVE BEEN CONTACTED AND FURNISHED IO0'S.

LAS VEGAS COMTEMPLATES CIRCULARIZING ALL HOTELS AND MOIELS IN NEV.

AND REQUESTS AN ADDITIONAL SEVEN HUNDRED 10'S.

. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

.t

LCC

¢

FBI WASH DC

Lassdd

s

i

M
»p
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FBI LASVEAS - -

FBI SAN FRAN i "

449 PM URGENT 4-23-668 TRB. ‘ S

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM» CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY,
MEMPHIS (44-1987, ST. LOIUS, LOS ANGELES, LAS VEGAS, AND SPRINGF IELD

FROM SAN FRANCISCO ¢173-65) 2P ‘ ‘ !

MURKIN ’ : .

RE HARVEY EDWARD LOHWEYER: SAN JOSE» CALIFORNIA.

LOHMEYER REINTERVIEWED AT SAN JOSE BY BUREAU AGENTS TODAY. HE

IS UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE ANY PHOTOGRAPH OF JAMES E
EARL RAY 1S FAMILIAR TO LOHNEYER~ HE IDENTIFI
. OHOTOGRAPH OF WALTER TERRY RIFE_AS INDIVI

RAY> HOWEVER, NAME
ONE Nrns FIVE FIVE
AL HE stw IN QUINCY

ILLINOIS> PRIOR TO ONE NINE FIVE FIVE. /ALSO ADVISED HE KNEW JOHN RAY Al

HIS BROTHER> JERRY RAY. THESE PEOPL ALSO USED NAME RYAN. LOKMEYER

SERVED TIME AT MENARD, ILLINOIS» wiTH JOHN RAY AND LONNIE RIFE» BROTHER

OF WALTER.

\

DURING PERIOD ONE NINE FIVE FIVE TO ONE NINE F¥V€ EIGHT THE

RAY (RYAN) FAMILY CONSISTYNG OF MOTHER AND SISTER OF JOHN RAY

/

MOVED FROM UINCY TO S/ LOUIS, MISSOURI. .DURING THIS PERIOD ONZ. -
OF RAY FAMxLY, POSS Ly JERRY OR EARL RAY, WAS ARRESTED 1IN MISSOURI
FOR CRIME INVOLV ING POSTAL MONEY ORDERS. ACCORDING TO LOHME YER-

LOHMEYER WORKED IN PRISON KITCHEN WITH J AY WHEN RAY WAS EIGHTEEN

END PAGE oi\{E | ‘ ‘ /5"7, /33 -f/

SEARCHED I NDEX
- SERIALIZED —ene FIED Yoo )
: ' APR2 8 1268
. | /Bl — LS VEGAS, /
b '/
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PAGE TWO
' 70 NINETEEN YEARS OF AGE. STATES RAY HAD STRONG PREJUDICE AGAINST -
NEGROSS BUT EXPAINED THIS WAS GENERAL FEELING AMONG WHITE INMATES.
LOHYEYER CONSIDERS. JOHN RAY OF TEMPERMENT TO COMMIT MURKIN BUT
PROBABLY WOULD BE INVOLVED AS HIRED ASSASSIN. THIS OPINION WAS NOT '
' SOLICITED BUT WAS INTRODUCES IN INTERVIEW BY LOHMEYER WHO HAS CLOSELY
FOLLOWED THIS CASE THROUGH NEWS MEDIA. .
ALL ‘OFFICES CONSIDER RAY BROTHERS AND RIFE BROTHERS AS POSSIBLE
'ACCOMPLICES OF. JAMES EARL RAY. |
SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS ATTEMPT TO FURTHER IDENTITY JOHN LARRY
RAY (RYAN) AND ASCERTAIN CURRENT ACTIVITIES.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END P !

. OTHER OFFICES ADVISED

JRD

FBI LASVEAS
X
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FBI SAN FRAN

6:58 PM 4-23-68 URGENT TRB

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), KAJSAS CITYC LOS ANGELES, LAS VEGAS.
VEMPHIS (44-1987> AND ST- LOUIS

FROM SAN FRANGCISCO (173-65) (2P)

MURKIN ' N

¥

RE SF TEL FOUR TWENTY TWO LAST.

RE: JOHN LARRY RAY» BROTHER OF J S‘EARL'Béyo

ON APRIL TMO TWO» LAST» MRS. (ARLES F. TERRY> MANAGER, ONE FOUR |

SIX ZERO.SUTTER ST.» SAN FRANGTSCO, CALIFORNIA, ADVISED ONE JOHN RAY
RESIDED IN APARTVMENT FIVE'RROM JULY ThO THREEs LAST» TO AUGUST FIF TEEN:
'LAST BUT HAD PAID RENT UNTIL AUGUST THREE ONE» LAST, AND DID NOT |
'REQUEST RENT REFUND. )

TERRY,ATATES RAY INDICATED HE CAME TO SAN FRAmczsco FROM ST.
' OT EMPLOYED WHILE LIVING IN SAN FRANGISCO» SPENT MOST OF THE
TINE IN HIS APARTMENT. AT THE TIME HE MOVED HE STATED HE WAS
'GOING TO LOS ANGELES» CALIFORNIA» TO LOOK FOR A TAVERN TO BUY. IF
UNSUCCESSFUL THERE» HE WOULD GO TO RENO» NEVADA> TO LOOK FOR A TAVERN
TO BUY. TERRY STAPED RAY HAD NO FRIENDS OF ASSOCIATES, NO VISITORS»
'RGCEIVED NO PHONE CALLS OR LETTERS. TERRY 'STATED JOHN RAY HAD
AUTOMOBILE BUT UNABLE TO DESCRIBE IT. CHARLES F. TERRY», HUSBAND,
STATED RAY SEEMED SLIGHTLY EFFEVINATE IN HLS MANNERISH, AND WONDERED IF

HE“-MIGHT HAVE HOMOSEXUAL TENDAN01550 TERRY STATED RBY MOUE? HAVE MADEZ

END PAGE ONE Smawwaﬂanmmmng

SE RlAUZrD ...... HLED .
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PAGE ThO

TWENTY DOLLAR DEPOSIT WITH PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC WHICH HE MAY NOT
QAVE|GOITEN BACK. HE STATED RAY HAS ABOUT THRITY-FIV& DOLLARS DUE
' KIM FOR UNUSED RENT. WILL ADVISED FBI IF RAY CONTACTS HIM.

FOR INFORMATION LOS ANGELES AND LAS VEGAS, JOHN RAY HAS FBI
NUMBER THREE SIX EIGHT SEVEN TWO FIVE A, CII NUMBER SEVEN FOUR ONE
SEVEN FOUR ZERO AND 1S DESCRIBED wMA» D08 FEBRUARY FOURTEEN, ONZ NINE
/THREE ONE. RECORDS OF CI1 REFLECT HE WAS BOOKD AS "SLEEPER™ BY
HOLTVILLE, CALIFORNIA PD DECEMBER THREE» ONE NINE FIVE TWO, THEIR
NUMBER ONE THREE FOUR ONE. . |

LEADS: LAS VEGAS AT RENO AND LOS ANGELES: THROUGH LOGICAL
SOURCE ATTEMPT TO. LOCATé\TEFUREK}ION RE JOHN RAY.

1

" SAN FRANCISCO: WILL CONTACT PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC FOR
INFORMATION REGARDING RAY AND wiLL PLACE A ST?P #EGARDING REFUND.
' SUBJECT ARMED ANb DANGEROUS -
END '
OTHER OFFICES ADVISED
HiWw=

FBI LASVEAS

2025 REL‘EASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FB1 LASVEAS

FBI MEMPHIS , , |

1104 PM 4/23/68 URGENT TSJ S -

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) LOS ANGELES» LAS VEGAS AND
' SAN'FRA§dlsco (173-65)

FROM MEMPHIS €44-1987) ' ' : '

MURKIN

N -

RE SF TEL FOUR TWENTY THREE LAST.
© i .

' JOHN LARRY RAY» BROTHER OF JAMES EARL RAY INTERVIEWED AT
AT LOUIS FOUR TWENTY TWO LAST. LAs LV AND SF DISCONTINUE
EFFORTS TO LOCATE JOHN LARRY RAY. o

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END . ’
JWw : o
FBI LASVEAS

TUX

ST/ 7T fF

SEARCHED. EXED
, sza:mzeo;%éo
\ . , 3L , . A 2 4'9 ~
FBl LAS Vv

, , ‘

Ay

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



\
OPTIONAL, FORM NO. 10 ‘ '
MAY 1962 EDITION e
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101116 )

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO . SAC, LAS VEGAS (157-133) DATE: 4/24/68

FROM : SA L. PATRICK MARKOVICH

SUBJECT: MURKIN

A review of pending unsolved bank burglary and bank
robbery matters Las Vegas, failed to reflect any cases wherein
the description of JAMES EARL RAY matches the description in
any unsub cases,

1-157-133
1-91-698
LeM/

/57 22=8
SEARCHED NDEXED %—

SERIALIZED Z2XSTFILED
APR 2 4749¢8
£l — LAf YEGAS /]

1N

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

£010-108-01

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| [(S7-/23 -85
SEARDHED INDEXED )
SERIALIZED 42 FiLen (

A APR 0 1088 f
, A_/ /B ias vefls

!
e

VG ot TR it

e e S A g rm B o ew e veed i s AT AT AT, TS 3 e B

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following FBl record, NUMBER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 T

»

405.942°'G, -

.)TIC E

T

4-23.68 307 rsc

‘4

:»J-t ¢ c-(-\fy }\‘a

. is furmshed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents dofo furnished F81 by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED COMMUNICATE ~
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

y BT OR F NAME AND NUMSER AT R CHARGE DISPOSTION. ;
Army ' James Earl Ray February " -
#16 163 129. 19, 1946
Sheriff's Office Janes Earl Ra§ . |October suspicion of
Los Angeles, #B-119908 . 11, 1949 | burglary: - -
California . '
Police Department [James Earl Ray ' [October | suspicion 8 months County
Los - Angeles, #139648 11, 1949 | 459 Penal Code Jail :suspended;
California .o (burglary) 2 years- ..
probation .
served; first
90 days County
) Jail; 146
o Deceaber 30,
1949 Cs129438
Sheriff's Office |[James E, Ray April 18,| vagrancy
Cedar ‘Rapids, Iowa #5937 1950
Police Department [Jasfes Earl Ray July 23, | no operator's released “to pay
Alton, Illinois #7514 1951 license - no later
State License -
. no City License
Police Department [James Ray May 6, robbery (Gun) Grand - Jury
-Chicago, Illinois' {#D50696 1952 B $3000 '
Cook County Jail |James Ray May 9, robbery Junc 13, 1952
Chicago, Illinois [#131165 1952 sentenced to
' . penitentiary
. . 1 to:2 years
State Penitentiary [James E. Ray June 13, | robbery 1 to'2 years
Joliet, Illinois #32419 1952 “ g '
State Penitentiary |Janes E, Ray July 7, robbery 1 to 2 years
Pontiac, Illinois [#19121 1952 March 12, 1954
in dilscharged
transfex .
fron
Joliet

| Notations indicated by *

bemg possxb!y identical with subxect of this re~ord

\
B S P ) DN P K BBttt e 4

are NOT based on fingerprints in F3! files but are listed only cs investigative leads cs

John Edgor Hoover

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Director



The following F8l record, NUMBER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENMT OF,
_ . FEDZRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI

USﬂ E

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 S

1405 942°G

¥

/s

3
D

4-23-68 307 HiC

< P N

= (‘
:.,_,L’im»',n;;;“,?

, is_furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. _,,
Information shown on this Identification Record represents dota’ furmshed FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE |
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS : -

R R _\g‘,

e

S NCErreniTs NAME AND NUMBER gy  cHaRGE DISPOSITION
Sheriff's Office [James Earl Ray August iurglary and
Edwardsville, #2640 30, 1954 | larceny
Illinois
Police Departnent |James E. Ray March 23,| investigation
Hannibal, #40714 1955 of breaking and
Missouri entering Post

State Highway
Patrol
Macon, Missouri

United States
Marshal
Kansas City,
Missouri

Sherifft!'s Office
_ Kansas City,
Missouri

United States
Penitentiary

Leavenworth,

Kansas

Police Department
Saint Louis,
Mdissouri

James Earl Ray

#B-3376

™

Janes Earl Ray

1#12018

James Earl Ray
#29637

Janmes .Earl Ray
#72498-L

James Earl Ray
#81071

1956

March 23,
1955

March 28,
1955

March 28,

July 7,
1955

October
10, 1959

Office

-cashing stolen
‘postal money

orders

forgery United

‘States ‘Postal

Money Orderxr

Forgery -
Goverment

Post Office
Laws

Forge .-
Orders -

Money

suspicion of

Tobbery

released to
Postal Inspector
iKansas City,
pissouri

larch 24, 1955

sentenced to

‘15 months

-

custody of
Attorney General

July 7, 1955
3 years and ¢
ponthns

3 years and 9
nonths May 20,
1958 conditional
release March 31
1959 naxinun
April 5, 1958
conditional®
*elease on charg
pf Post Office
forgery Post
Dffice Money
Drders

Notations indicated by

e e —

* cre NOT based on fingerprints in FB files but are listed only as investigative leads os
being possibly identical with subject of this record. -

- + John'Edgor Hoover

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Dircctor
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The following FBI record, NUMBER

- UNIXED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 4 TICE
FEDERAL BURQEAU OF INVEZSTIGATI

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

405 942 G

4

4-23-68 307 HyC

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
- Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

o OF NAME AND NUMBER AT R CHARGE ~ DISPOSION
] 3
Police Department [James Earl Ray October |[suspicion of-
Saint Louis, #81071 116, 1959 [robbery

Missouri

State Penitentiary
Jefferson City,
Missouri

State Hospital
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

3

Janes Earl Ray
#00416

Janes Earl Ray
#37045 C-5

March 17,
1960

Septenber
8,,1966

stealing and
fugitive other
authorities:

"TCH

operating notor
vehicle without
pernission of
owner

robbexry first
"b/rx DDW"

(2 charges)

‘Patient

20 years (20,

7, 5,
concurrent)

Netations indicated by *

being poss:bly identicol with subject of this record.

i
4
If
i
i
]
}

are NOT based cn fingerprints in F3! files but cre listed only os investigative leads cs

John' Edger Hoover

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Director




o UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - -
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT 4-23-68 l307 By C'\“
4 o . ’ , —te e e . S et .

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942.G , Is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. .
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBl by fingerprint contributors. WHERE.
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS ..

. W '

fmg:xg&rg NAME AND NUMBER ' “:53{5,‘10“ CHARGE ~ DISPOSITION

|WANTED: James Earl Ray forj escape April 23,| 1967 b
(operating motor [vehicle without permission of -
owner; robbery first degree "b/m of a D & DW")

(will extradite) |[Notify Warden State Penitentiary
Jefferson City, Missouri ihformation receiv'ed

May 10, 1967,

Notations indicoted by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but ore listed only as investigative leads os

being possibly identical with subject of this record,
John'Edgar Hoover

\ * . Director

M T 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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-i—Bureap .

- Tho fol!owmg”FBl record, NUMBER

UNITED STATES bE?ARTMENT OF

FEDIRAL BURZAU OF INVISTIGA

WASHINGTICN, D.C.

405 942 G

20337

JUSTICE | - o
4-23-68 307 HyC

V4

, is furnished FOR OFHCIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Rocord represents data furnished F3] by fingarprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE 1S DESIRED, COMMUNlCAT“}
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. :

CONTRIZUTOR OF
FINGERPRINTS

NAME AND NUMSER

ARRESTED OX
¢« RECEIVED

crarce

DISPOSITION

WANTED BY BUREAU

James McBride, J3

Janes O'Conner,
custody-robbery £

file #88-41730 0%

information regeﬂ
CAUTION: ARMED Z

Alias: James' wal

WANTED BY BUREAUS
Harvey Lowayer, dJ

fim, for u

ton

mes Walyon,

James Harl Ray, also knc
W.C. Herron,

hlawful £light to
first Puglitive Index .$#1214
fice of drigin Kansas City
lved July |27, 1967.
\ND DANGERQUS

Eric Stlarvo Galt,
fohn' Willard, Civil Rights-Conspiracy

Wil as,

”avqid
26 Bureau

also known as

Fugitive Index #127540 Bureau ‘File #44-3886) Office of

Origin Memphis. J

CAUTION: ARMED AND DANGEROUS

THIS P ACE S"“"’I..
FEDERAL DUREAU Of

T3 "t'vnsr'\x{:,

e

TIO& .

nformatlcn received April

) 0T BE DUISSEMINAIED CURSIDE

19,1968.

Notations indiccled by *

) cre NOT based on fingerprints in P8I filas bu? are I::fed only as iavestigative lacds ¢s
" bsing pczsnbly identical with subject of this recerd.

R T g 0 P NN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

John Edger Hoover
Dirccicr
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FBI LASVEAS

- ||;E 3 4"
FBI LOS ANG. ‘

45PY URGENT 4-24-68 SMS. ;
742PM URGENT 4-24-68 BJP

TO ALL SACS - RELAY MESSAGE pLAN_

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P ) :

MURKIN

v

CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS
MEDIA IN YOUR TERRITORY TO INSURE THAT THERE 1S FREQUENT
REFERENCE TO RAY AND HIS CONNECTION, WITH- THIS CASE.

. SINGE YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JAMES, EARL
RAY IS IDENTICAL WITH ERIC STARVO GALT AND YOU HAVE BEEN
FURNISHED 10'S AND WANTED FLYERS ON RAY» YOU ARE TO BE
CERTAIN THAT ALL APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE BEEN RENEWED ON

JAMES EARL RAY AND UNDER ALL OF His KNOWN ALIASES AS &ET

. FORTH ON THE 10'S AND WANTED FLYERS. ’THIS IS TO INSURE THAT

THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS
ARRESTED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHORLTIES WLTH WHOM
STOPS PLACED. : : ~
OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS
FLIGHTS SHOULD HAVE RENEWED STOPS AND SUBJECT]S PHOTOGRAPH

SHOULD BE DISPLAYED APPROPRIATELY.

ot

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TwO | -

"ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION
AT ALL "HIPPIE" ROOMING HOUSES AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS TO
OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION WHATSOEVER CONCERNING RAY.

APPROPRIATE LEGATS BEING ADVISED SEPARATELY.

~ ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ;
END |
PET
FB1 LASVEAS

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





