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ADMINISTRATIVE | ‘
On April 19, 1968, the Washingtom Field O

ffice

initiated a check of files of the Passport Office, Uni ted

States Department of State, concerning JAMES EARL R
and nothing identifiable with RAY was located. A £
check is underway at the Washington Natiomal Record
at Suitland, ﬁ%myl&nd, in retired passport files.,. -

AY,
urther
Center

In @gd@r to cover the possibility that Supject
he

RAY may have recently been issued a passport and t
record thereof had not been received in Washington,

EDWARD STOKEN, Passport Office, sent a t@l@typ@'m@siage

Honolulu was checked telephonically with negative r
On April 19, 1968, Mr. ROBERT D. JOHNSON, Acting Di
Passport Office, telephonically advised SA KENNETH
that all passport agencies had teletyped Washington
their records are negative concermimg RAY,

te all passp©r§ agencieg. The Passport Office im

Mr-

sults.
rector,
HASER
that

Mr. JORNSON further advised that he had
instructions whereby the Duty Officer of the Passp
Office was alerted concerning RAY and imgtructi@nsJ

magie to all passport agencies to refer immediateély
nearest FBI eoffice any information concerning RAY
intended travel.

B
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ME 44-1987

The geri©d of this report precedes the 1ﬁ@t period date
of the last report, as this report contazins investigation which
for reasons of brevity were not included im the lasF

report.

. ‘Leads for other offices continue to be set
by more expeditious means  than by report, and it wou
serve no purp@S@ to list such leads ‘im this rep@rt

It s @uld be n@t@d that in th@ interviews= !
with persons who were at Jim's Grill, 418 South Main
Street, on the night of 4/4/68 at ab@ut the time of the
murder, they r p@rt seeing a white Mustang parked almost
in front of Jim's Grill. The owner of this Mustang has
not been locatzd .and has not voluntarily come forth,

It is not believed that thig Mustang is p@rtinent o this
investigation énd should not be confused with the Mustang
that was parked just south of Canipe Amusement Company,
424 South Main|Street, in which car it is believed |the
subject fled from the scene. The crime scene diagram

on page 4 of referenced Memphis report indicates the
positions, or what is believed to be the approximate
positions, of the two white Hustangs as mentioned above.

INFORMANTS
All offices have been requested to maintain
contact in this matter with criminal, security, and
racial inf@rma tS,
The : emphig @ffi@@ has ‘maintained @@@tact withit
informants, none of whom have been able to furnish any
positive information regarding the subject or his
whereabouts.
LEAD
MEMPHILS

AT MEMPHIS, TENN,

will continue efforts to locate the subject.

o
COVER PAGE
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UNITED S’TES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.~ Copy to:

Reportof: SA JOE C, HESTER Office: Memphis
Date: April 30, 1968 |

Field Office File No.: ME 44“1987 Bureau File No.: 44=38861

Title: JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. = VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS = C@NSPIRACY»
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID C@NFINEMENT - R@BBERY

Synopsis=  Photographs of subject RAY exhibited to persans at rooming
house, 4223 South Main Street, Memphis; to persomns at
Rebel Motel, M@mphlsﬂ and to elerk at Oliver Rexall Drug
Store, Whmt@haven, Tennessee, wWithout effecting a positive
id@ntificati@n Salesman at York Arms, Memphis, who|
sold bineoculars indicated he could met p@satlvely idlntlfy
1968 photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as binocular purchaser
but believes thalt photograph is identical with pur@haser.
Additional interviews with occupants of Lorraine Motel
set out, including interviews with Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS
and Mrs. LUCRETIA B, WARD, who describe activities immediately
prier to murder. Pergons who were at’ Jim's Grill, 418
South Main Street, Memphis, om 4/4/68 int@rviewed. Infor=
mation regarding em@rg@ncy room treatment of victim KING
set forth. Inf@rmatlon regarding Alabama driver s licemse
and automobile regastrati@n in the name of ERIC STARVO
GALT set forth. | Former manager, Continental Damce Studio,
New Orleams, Louisiana, located and umable to recall|that
subject attended this school in New Orleans. Lab@ra‘@ry
findings set forth regarding evideunce located at Memphis,
Latent fing@rprynts found on the Remington Model 760|rifle,
on the telescopic sight, on the binoculars, on the newspaper,
on the aft@rnsha\@ lotion bottle, and on the Schlitz}beer
can have all b@@@ identified with the fingerprints @f the
subject. HARRY SERCO, former jailmate at Missouri St@te
Penitentiary, idt@rv1QW@d Additioral persons who resided
Economy’ Rooming lH@ug@9 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmimg‘am,
located and inte;vmewed with negative results. HMemphis
City Engineer mgasur@d distance from where shot fired to
where victim struck as 207 feet. IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR

WHICHuSUBJE@T BEING S@U@HT HE SH@ULD“BE CONSIDERED ARMED
AN A DAN W

o |

=P=

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and-
its| contents are not to be distributed vutside your agency.
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PERSONS AT ROOMING HOUSE,
4223 SOUTH MAIN STREET, -
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date April 25, 1968

and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STERHENS
Apartment €8, 422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.
STEPHENS gald the 1955 and 1960 ph@t@graphs of RAY wer@ not
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile ph@ﬁ@graph

Photographs of JAMES_EARL RAY taken in 195%,,196@,

of RAY appearing|in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April 19, 1968, and
Identification Ord@r 4182 dated April 2@ 1968, l@@k d like
the man he saw i Apartment 5B on April 4 1968 talking to
Mrs, BESSIE BREWER. STEPHENS said he: @nly saw th@ man’s ,
profile imn the boarding house and as a result could only say
the profile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like
the above mentioned man in Room 5B,

STEPHENS said he had never seen the bedspread or
any similar b@dsor@ad either at the rooming house or anywh@f@
else,

5 .

on __4/24/68 _at | Memphis, Tennesses File # __ Memphis 44-1987

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap - - - 4/25/68
by : . Date dictated

_This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents|are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Date April 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis,
Tennessee, April k, 1968, were shown to Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES
ANSCHUTZ, Apartmemt 4B, 4223 South Main Street, Memphis,
Tennessee, He adEised none of the men in the ph@tographs

were familiar to him and that he would not be able to
identify the mamn he saw running down the hall en April 4,
1968, im the late afternoon after hearing the noise w@i@h he
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with
his arm as he ran down the hall,

6

on _4/24/68 at ¥emphis, Tennessee File # Memphig 44-1987

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:Jj 6
by i ‘ Jap Date dictated 4/25/68

This document contains neither re'acommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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A
N
' i
;
FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 4

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES'.\GATION
g

1 . ” | " pate _ APTil 25, ;968

\

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960,

and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, April 4,
- 1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER,' Room No. |2,

422% South Main S%reet, Memphis, Tennessee. :She said|she
had looked at the| bedspread on April 4, 1968, -when it was
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police,
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs
shown her were fa#iliam to her. She further advised that
she did not believe she would recognize the man using |the
name JOHN WILLARDiif he were to “walk up and say hello to
me right now." ‘Sle said she did not look at the man
called WILLARD "sqguarely in the face” and as a result, does
not think she will be able to identify him.

7

on _ April 24, 1968 | Memphis, Tennessee File # _ Memphis 44-19874

py _ SA STEPHEN M, DlARLINGTON:jap Date dictated 3/ 25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of tHe FBI and is }oaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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" FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date Ap!‘il 25 y 1968

Photographs of JAMES EARIL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,

- and 1966, and of the bedspread recoversd at Memphis;ETennessee;
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Apartment 3,.
422} South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. He advised none

- 0f the men in the

he had never se

photographs were familiar to him and that
n the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it.

Méﬁhhis; T@nnés@ee File # Méﬁﬁhié 44-1987

SA_STEPHEN M, DAR INGT’ON'jap B D;t'e dw;;te i_L4/25/68

This document contams nexth '1ecommendatxons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it aud its contents ‘are not to be distributed outside your agency. L et

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

pate __APTil 25, 1868

Mr. FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422} South Main
Street, Memphis, ‘Tennessee, advised he never saw the man
registered as JOHN WILLARD. at the boarding house.

and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis o

April 4, 1968 were shown to Mr. BREWER,and he advised none
of the men in thq photographs were familiar to him, e

also stated he had never seen the bedspread or any bhedspread
similar to it. -

Photogiaphs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 19585, 1960,

;

9

4/24/68 Memphis, Tennessee

On at File #

Memphis 4449@? o

SA STEPHEN M. DARL}NQTON:Jap | Date dictated Jp/z.'s*alp,t}

by
. This document contains neither re&ommendahons nar conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and m ]oaned to

your agengy; it and its contents az'r not to be distributed outside your agency,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date-. 'ApriIQQQ,'IOGBr'

_ Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 4221 $outh

Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised ‘she never saw. the
‘man registered into Room:5B on April 4, 1968 as she was
'sick in bed that entire week. ‘

‘Photegraphs. of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at -Memphis n .
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. STEPHENS, and she advised
none of the men in the photographs were. familiar to h@r. She
‘alseo stated she had néver seen the be@@pread or 'amy . L
bedspr®ad wimilar to it before.

10

On __4/24/68 ;| Memphis, Tennessee File # Memyhia 44&1987

by - SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON'jap R DnedunMed 4/29/60 _

- This dooument centains ngithav repcommendations nor conclusxons of the FBI. It.is tha property of the FBI and is louned to
yawe asemw,t;ﬁ Emd ita oontema are Tot to bo distributed outside your agency. G .
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JWB:ngnm
1

_, Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were §hoWn'td'f
the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN W.
'BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memppis, Tennessee: .

BESSIE BREWER, 422% South Main Street;
FRANK BREWER, 422} South Main Street;
CHARLES STEPHENS, 4224 South Main Street;
ANNA (CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motel,
3%66 Lamar Avenue; o '

HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel,
3466 Lamar Avenue; :

VICTOR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar
AQemu@;

‘SARAJLOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lama; Avenue;

SADIE MC KAY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue.

ThelJbove individuals stated that the phqtographsﬂ.
shown to them of ERIC SU GALT do not in any way look familiar .
to themn. '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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-PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL -
3466 LAMAR AVENUE .
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Motor Hotel, 3466
shown various ph
that none of thes

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ‘April 23, 1968

Mrs, HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel

Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, was
tographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advis
s5e photographs looked familiar to hen.

ed

She addéed that she still felt that she would be unable

to recogn1ze -the
as ERIC S. GALT ¢
WIth himc -

individual who registered at the motel
even if she had a face~to-face confrontation

On

by

13

4/22/68 _at Memphis, Tennessee File # _Yemphis 4471987.

SA JOHN W, BAUER:tjm Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the proper
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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JWB:cjs
1

ez

Various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY werej
ividuals on Aprll 19,¢1968 by SA JOHN- W
BAUER at the Rebel Restaurant 3464‘Lamar Avenue, Mem

I

Tennessee
GEORGE
METHEL

‘the following 1nﬁ

STACKS, waltress, Rebel Restaurant

D. BUNNELL @wner, ‘Rebel Restaurant .

S

JOYCE B, FOLLIS, waltress9\"'Rebe1 Restaurantf"'

JUANITA WILSON, cook, Rebel Restaurant

L. V. CAMPBELL, cook, Rebel Restaurant |

The abe
to them of JAMES

OVE 1nd1v1duals stated the photographs
EARL RAY are not ‘in any way famlliar

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE

WHITEHAVEN, TEN NESSEE ‘
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

1 . - Date 19/68

Mrs. PEGGY BROWN, 4810 Richland, was interviewed
at her place of employment, Oliver Rexall Drugstore, Highway
51 South, white Haven, Tenhesseep at ‘which time. bhejviewed

the photograph of ERIC STAERVO GALT wherein'GALT /is depicted .
with his eyes closed and she furnlshed the,fOIICWLﬂ‘ information:
She s ated that thls photograph generaliy‘ﬂeplcts
the individual who was 'in the druggdore oniApril 3. P9u8 She

advised that the individualiin the store was genéraliy

of the same age‘as GALT, had the same color}halr, nd
similar type cowplex1on.,/Photograph of GAL? appeaxjd o

resemble the individual jn the manrer of build it a geseral way.
She advised that she is gnable to say if this is#the stme
person who was in the stpre, She coculd notisay whe ‘her the
facial characterlstlcs dépicted in the photograph are similar

to the man who made the purehase. $he adv1sed she goes not - .-
have a good recbllectlon of the persan and my be able to e

identify this individual if she were to see him in person. : ' . -,
She could not comment regardlng the eyes, nosg, and jother facial
characteristics| depicted in the photograph asishe does not know
if they are similar to the customer who purchased the Gillette

razor kit.

On _4/19/68 _at Memphis, Tennesse File # __ME 44-1987

by _SA_ANDREW SLOA ° Date dictated - 4/19/68 _

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ié loaped to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be dlstnbuted outside your agency @
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YORK ARMS COMPANY =
162 SOUTH MAILN STREET.
WEMPHIS , TENNESSEE
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ___April 25; 1968

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH GARPENTER 4844 Durbin Street,_
‘Memphis Tennessee, a salesman at the York Arms Company, :
162 South Main étreet Memphis, was shown a group of pictures
taken on different dates of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No.ﬁ405 942 G,.
Mr, CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955,
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture |of the
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars.
on April 4, 196 He said that the purchaser of the binoculars
did not have any beard or mustache but his facial features
resembled those‘in the March 28, 1955, photograph of RAY.
- CARPENTER said the 1968 pieture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like the
binocular purchaser than any picture he has seen to |date.
CARPENTER mentiqned that he does not recall a protruding left
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face, - He
said he could not positively identify this 1968 plcjure of
JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular urchaser , . -
above mentioned, but he believes that it is. LT

18

On 4/232/68 at Memphisy Tennessse File # _ Memphis 44-1987

SA RALPH J, LIEWER:jap 4/25/68

by Date dictated —

This document contains neither recommendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 0 f the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents|are not to be distributed outside your agency
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AN

INVESTIGATION AT OR NEAR
THE LORRAINE MOTEL,
MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE
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SN Louiséllle, Ken
’ -.ghfurnished the £

,‘.ﬁ”A D, WILLIAMS K
.- Tennessee at

' Tennessee for

~ Mrs.

o - She 'is a Kentucky State Senator from the
District of Lou

" and Chairman of
- Leadership Conf
- Southern Christ.

Mrs°

th
pose was to par

.~ LUTHER KING, J
. ground data coﬂcerning the activities of herself, Mrs. WARD and
" Rev..A.D. WILLI

. Louisville, Ken

23, 1968, |
,Alabama, possibly located on Highway- 31.

' vicinity of For
- Panama City, Fl

Memphxs9 Tenne#
| On Ma

bile, to go to
they

to Florida wher

-\ F@ERAL BUREAU OF INVEsTIGATIONE)

NORMAN (GEORGIA M. ) DAVIS 733 Cecil Avenue,
tucky, was interviewed at her residence. - She
ollowing 1nformation° '
i -
33rd '
isville, Kentucky. She is also a Board member
the Finance Committee of the Kentucpy Christian“
erence (KCLC) which is affiliated with the
ian Leadership Conference (SCLC)

DAVIS in the company of Mrs. LUKIE WARD and Rev.

ING of Louisville, Kentucky, were in Memphis, -

e Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968. Their pur=

ticipate in a march scheduled in Memphis, 2

nril 5, 1968, to be led by the late Dr. MARTIN _
Mrs.: DAVIS volunteered the following as back= -

AMS KING  immediately prior ‘to their visit to -
see. \

rch 23, 1968, Mrs., DAVIS and Mrs. WARD left .
tucky,. traveling in Mrs. WARD's Cadillac automo-" -
Florida for a vacation. On the night of March
stayed at a Holiday Inn Motel near Birmingham,

| -The next day they drove

t Walton Beach. On March’ 25, 1968,

Treasures Islan
his wife F’RANCE

- Sunglow Motel.
- #4 at the Treas
“'occupying the mbtel

“on Ap

" WARD and Mrs. D

they drove to
prlda, where they remted. kitchenette £#4 of the
d Motel which was operated by BUD EASTINGS and

o These individuals also owned the nearby

When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occup@ed kitchenetteA_

ures Island Motel, no other 1ndividuals were

Lll 1, 1968, ‘Rev. A.D, WILLIAMS KING| of Louis-

"_v111e flew to Panama City and was met at the airport by Mrs.:

AVIS, and on that date, he occupied the kitchenette: |

’ ;" On

by

4-15-68

Lo

SA WARREN L. WAl

Jisville,'Keﬁtﬁcky Fﬂe#. LS 44-947 -

LSH  WLW/ ds bate "di'ct'atec'l : 4”16“’6 8

This document contains neither recommendations. nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI_ and is lbahe’d to I

. your agency; it and its contents are not to be dxstnbubed outside your agency..

e they stayed at a Howard Johnson Motel in the v_ﬁ_mji
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LS 44-047
2 |
to be #5.

. next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed

t 9:30 a.m., April 3, 1968, Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS
left Treasures Island Motel in Mrs. WARD's auto-
‘purpose of going to Memphis, Tennessee, to parti=
scheduled. April 5, 1968, march. Mrs. WARD left

othing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island

lanned to return to the motel after the march for
oning. Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the owners = |
the HASTINGS, knew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and her - .
t the motel that they were going to Memphisg but - - o
id know that Mrs. WARD planned to.return in a few .-
tel. ' S - o

Abou
and Rev. KING
. mobile for the
~cipate in the
. some- of her cl
Motel as she p
further vacati

.. of the motel,
. .companions lef
the HASTINGS d

" Mrs. HASTINGS had expressed some displeasure to My
- about having as guests Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and R

. which Mrs. DAVIS recalls as the Church of the Mimi

days to the mo

. Mrs, DAVIS later learned that when lMrs.
. of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, decided no
“-yacation in Florida and had flown to Panama City o
1968, to obtain the remainder of her clothing, tha

"WILLIAMS KINGJ Mrs . DAVIS believed the HASTINGS4O
came from Birmingham and recalled that Rev, A.D, W
used to pastor a church there, '

MrsﬂﬁDAVES and Mrs. WARD and Rev. KING .a
Memphis, Temngssee»fr@m Panama City, Florida, and-
at the Lorraine Motel at about 1 a:.m., April 4,1
KING and Mrs. |[DAVIS did the registering and Mrs. -

Room 201 and Mrs. WARD Room 207.

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lo
Motel, Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A,D, WILLIAM
- making inquiry of other guests at the motel as to
. abouts of Rev., KING's brother, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER K
not be located at the motel and HOSEA WILLIAMS re

WARD, because .
t.to further ..

n April 6, . .
t Mr. and

s. WARD -
ev. A.D.,
riginally A
ILLIAMS KING . .=~

rrived in .
registered - ~ VT
68. Rev.

AVIS occupied

rraine

the where-= . - .
ING.

arked that

Dr. KING was ét a strategy meeting at a church, the name of

mal Salary

(Phonetic) . 'Mrsd WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING t
the church but Dr. KING was not there. Rev. ANDRE

hen went to

W YOUNG and

- some: other pe&ple, identities not known to Mrs. DAVIS but

appearing to be'possibly local pastors and mimiste
ing a meeting'at the church. A man called "CABBAG
ing at the meeting when Mrs. DAVISvand:her'companﬂ

C9q

s, were hold-
E"” was speak-= -
ons arrived,

\\ .
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o ', ReV.
-+ . Rev,

and & half at

. .an hour, the v _
" remembering specifically that during this time she

' would like to
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-and her companions did not stay at
Dr, KING was not there Mrs. DAVIS
o a smaller room in the church where
KSON from Chicago, Illinois and conv
r a few. mlnutes.

" but Mrs. DAVIS
' upon learning
' panions went t
JESSE JA
JACKS@N £

Mrs.

DAVIS and her companions thereafter

the meeting - - "]
nd her com= "
they met
rsed with

returned to

the Lorraine Motel arriv1ng about 3 a.m., and the three of them

" went to Room 207. - Here ' ‘they conversed among thems

the door to tq

e motel room open for about an hour
. which point Mrs. DAVIS happened to o
cab), identlty4m0t recalled, arriving at the motel
from the cab Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Rev.
and Rev.'BERNﬁRD,LEE, ‘Mrs. WARD immediately went
‘vited the three individuals into Room 207. - Doctor
his companions joined Mrs. DAVIS and her companion

. 207. After approximately five minutes Revs. ABERN

. LEE left the rjoom, presumably to go to their own r
‘DAVIS, Mrs. WARD, Dr. KING and Rev. KING remained
‘until about 5- a.m. when Dr. KING left adv151ng he
‘ Room 306 v

Dur ng the conversation by ‘the: above ind
1Room 207 ‘no- o e made any mention of indication tha
fearful of an’ attemptibéing made that day omn Dr.

Aft r Dr. KING left Room 207, Mrs. DAVIS
the room and went to Room.201. About one=half hou
Dr. KING came to Room 201 and visited with: Mrs. DA
alk consisting of general matters, M

RALPH ABE

lves. with
r an hour
serve a taxi
nd to depart
ATHY, -
out " anq§im=
KING and~ :
in Room:
THY -and__
poms ., Mrs,
in Room 207 -
was going to

xviduals im
t they were
KING's life. -

also left
o later, . R
VIS for about = -
S . DAVIS ,
mentioned: s

~to Dr, KING t at Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky was running

for U,S. Sena

met Miss PEDI§ as she had interviewed him as. a mem
' .President’s Commission on Civil Disorders. Also d
“visit Mrs. DAVIS told Dr KING that in view of the

'~fMemphls Tennessee having been rescheduled from Ap

April 8, 1968, Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remai
over the weekend, but would return to Louisville.
- KING asked . that before Mrs. DAVIS made a final dec
talk to her further about this but t
- to leave as he had a strategy . meeting planned in R

8 a.m., April

T v e

22

4,g196§,.and_heianticipated_he would

or from Kentucky, and Dr. KING indicated he had -

ber' of the
uring this |
cmrch in::

ril 5 to s

n in Memphis -
However, Dron‘,
ision ‘he. L
hat he had

oom 306 at
re=contact
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© .DAVIS recalls

... . of person call
v 7 possibly being
+ Unknown) WACHT

:“ DAVIS then pho

- . .conversed gene

S 44-947
B

" 'her about her

Shor

Jjoined Mrs. DAV
- versed until ab

.or 1:30 p.m. Df,
. DAVIS that he

Room 306 so as
_occurred. Fro
© - with Rev, LEE
- informed Rewv.
it was an impo
Dr. KING made

in Atlanta, Ge

- speak of these

“Ther
in Atlanta, Ge
201 and Dr. KI
.. their mother t
- minutes later

» WARD did come

g Shor

WARD left to p
-and dry cleani
" and Third Stre
~ ing to.this lo
probably about
accompanied on

. Duri
~ CHAUNCEY ESKRI
- YOUNG, came to
to the laundry
eight individu

that he was. go
in Memphis and
at the Reveren

y

i

decision about noon, April 4, 1968.

. WARD
and con-

tly after Dr. KING left Room 201, Mr
IS in Room 201 where. they had coffe
out noon when Mrs. WARD left. About 1 pom. 0.
KING returned to Room 201 and adv;sed Mrs,
needed to relax for a short while and left A
lnot to be bothered unless important matters

Room 201 Dr. KING phoned Room 306 and spoke
advising Rev. LEE as to his whereabouts and
LEE he did not want to be disturbed unless :
rtant matter. While in Room 201 on this occasion @
several phone calls using a credit card. Mrs.
that Dr. KING phoned his secretary, DORA McD@NALD
orgia, and also made a call to New Yérk identity
od not specifically remembered.by HMrs. DAvns, but
a STAN LEVINSON (phonetic) or a (First Name

DAVIS had h@ar‘ Dr. KING
eafter as Dr. KING was just dialimng his MOthgg//l¥~‘f”?,
orgia, Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS KING came into Room .. . .7
NG and Rev. A,D. WILLIAMS KING conversed with -
elephonically for a few minutes. Abbut 45 =
Revs. ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrs...

ned Mrs. WARD and invited her to Room 201° Mrs. ‘1f1; ;
to Room 201,),_ ' SR

EL, {phonetic) as Mrs.
individuals.

tly after Mrs. WARD's arrival in Room 201,  Mrs.

ick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry
ng store, name not recalled, located at Beale ;
ets. in Memphis. Mrs. WARD had taken| the clean="
cation earlier on April 4, 1968, for Mrs. DAVIS, R
10 a,m. and as Mrs. DAVIS recalls, she had beea——r”'*+§
that occasion by Revo A oD WILLIAMSAKING L

|
\1

-1

1

ng the absence of Mrs. WARD from R@om 201 :

DGE, the attorney from Chicago, and Rev. ANDREW
Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit

very shortly thereafter, making a total of.

als in the room. The above eight -individuals

rally until about 5:45 p.m.; when Dr:[KING .announced
ing to dinner at the home of Rev. BK@LY KYLES

he invited Mrs. DAVIS to join him for dinner

d’s home. She advised him that she W@uld‘meed

,
4
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5 ) :

he would
S DAVIS BRI
dinner be-,“

- ab@ut 15 minut s or $0- to . freshen up and he stated
" go to his room and freshen up and wait for her. M
" had just completed her preparatlon for leaving for
- cause. she reca}led that she was ‘'standing in front qf a mirror.
- "with her raincoat on taking a Last look as to her appearance
" when she heard a shot She was stunned for just an instant '
but then immediately went outside the room and heaxd .someone. '
. 'yell Dr. KING had just been shot. She locked up. towards -
" Room 306 and saw what she is convinced were Dr. KING's feet
. on the balcony! protruding slightly over the edge,.ﬂThere was -
considerable confusion and panic and polige arrived almost
: . immediately. rs ., DAVIS cannot be entirely certain.of -
. immediate events following, but as she recalls Rev? -JACKSON e
was in the motel courtyard at the time shewent out of Room 201 " '
" as was Mrs. WARD. Mrs. DAVIS immediately pr@ceedeq up to Con
" where Dr. KING}was lying and remained in that vicinity until
.. Dr. KING was taken away in an ambulance which Mrs. DAVIS esti-
7 mates was appr@ximately-lo minutes after she had heard the shot.

_ Mrs DAVIS can recall no incident which she observed _
" after coming opt of Room 20L after the shot had been fired which .. |

.~ ..she feels has. any bearing on ascertaining the identity of the '

N ;;.individual responsible for the shot.

: o AfteL Dr. KING had been taken from the m@tel in an
,"ambulanceg Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev. JACKSON was™in the
‘courtyard. and gave a press statement.  Thereafter Mrs . DAVIS o
-~ went to the moftel office where she found Mrs. WARD who was \\\\f'
- ordering coffee. Then Urs. DAVIS and a man Mrs. DAVIS recalls®
- as a HAROLD MILLERD possibly a local mim1ster from | Memphis or
Atlanta, went

B the shooting o

©. - did not succee
.. to Room 207 an

'. M1LLER left th
Late

”'f?S :30 ‘p.m. some

WARD, Mrs. DAV
the . remainder -

f his brother. Rev. KING was asleep and they -
d in awakening him. Thereafter Mrs.|WARD came )
d Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named L
e room. 4 .

r on the night of April 4, 1968, possibly around,

IS and Rev. A,D., WILLIAMS KING shoul
of that night at the Lorraine Motel and Mrs.

pot spend

DAVIS recalls packlng her clothes and the three. of‘them go1ngf .

‘out to the home of Rev.

it was decided

"' ““Rev. KING woul

KYLES. After arrival at this home,.
‘again by someone not known to Mrs,.bAVIS ﬁhat
d remaln at Rev KYLES that evening ut tFat i
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ome, Mrs. DAVIS did not know who, felt that Mrs. .



‘LS adesgr T

7Mrs WARD and

“Howard Johanson Motel in. Memphis. .

together with
‘Johnson Motel
‘but’ the plans
‘WILLIAMS indi
return to the

- Mrs., DAVIS were then driven in Mrs. WARD's car by

s . DAVIS should spend the evening at a. =
Mrs. WARD and -Mrs. DAVIS
individuals not now recalled went to the Howard
where Mrs. WARD registered for. the two of them,
again changed as Mrs. DAVIS recalls .HOSEA A
Zns should -

ated that Mrs. DAVIS and her compani
Lorraine Motel for the evening. Mrs|. WARD and -

n unknowi

e individual back to the Lorraine Motel where they entered Room

k_201 ‘A short

KING back to t
‘Mrs . DAVIS ﬁpent the memainder of the night by h@r

fRoom 201.

TKING left ‘the
‘wife of. Dr.

MSG
fabout 9 a m,,

'b"; DAVIS advised that during’ her stay

‘on. Fmiday morning, April 5, 1968, RevoﬂA

wife of Dr. MA
?that morning‘

time later Rev. KYLES brought Rev. A,D. WILLIAMS
he motel‘'at which: point Mrs, WARD left Room 201,
elf in L

D, WILLIAMS
to meet : the‘
Memphis on

Lorraine :Motel to go to the airport
RTIN" LUTHER KING who was arriving in

. ~
P _\‘

WARD and Mrs, _DAVIS lett Mempnis,"bnnessee,‘
April 5 1968, and drove to Atlanta, Ge@rgia, i

on’ Aprll 4 = 5, 1968, she personally had received no
+against her ‘1ife nor does .Shehave any’ knowledge o‘?@’
it - the L@rraine Motel being specifieally threateme "
voccasion, RS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



" Lukie Ward, @ 40 Ransad

on

by Dr.
- registerad in

viewed in the

(FRI), Louisvi
'“1nf@xmmt1@n;

For

. trative a§ml§t nt to Reverend A,D
“Kentucky,andas
Conference )
‘“S@uthmmm‘Christlan Leaa@w@mlp C@nﬂ@m@mmﬁ kUCMCY

: Alooy
April 4,
DAVIS of L@ung

e Kentucky Sta
L AD,
Church

WILLIAMS

@K(

1968,

@eraL BUREAU *QF."'N.VEST"GAT'Q, -

Daw Awri

K

JASPIR T, (LL@PETEA B ) %&Rud also
ell, Louisville, Kentucky, .

office or th@ Federal Eurwau of Inve
lle, Xentucky, and furnished the fol

the pm St %@verml y@axa %he ha% Serve

WILLIAMS KING

rsecretary of the K@mmu@ky Christian
3 at Louisville, Kentucky, am affi

't mx@nimhx &pwxn 3 1968 or @M@Winy
WMrs. WARD dn @h@ w@mpany of Mrs.
v11n@ Kentucky, a' Board member of t
te. S@mam@r from Loulsville, and the
KING of KCLC and pastor of the Zion

HARD s 19867 C@d&ilacg bearing 1968 Kentucky licensg

. The purpose of

glp@te in a ¢

Mrs
time of he

'@nm@»t for @m@

11968, p©m$ile
. go to a nearby
. name of the J&

MARTDE |1

their wvisit to Memphis, T@Mﬂ@ﬁ%@@ W
neduled. march there on 4
ITHER XING, B, Hrs. W
the Lorraine W@tel OETY

KARD did not l@ave the Lorraine Mot
v oarrival until after the shootiang ©
the motel at about 6 p.m. on April
y occasion, This was in-the afternoc
y around 3 p.m., when Mrs. WARD left

laundry ,

re ready for delivery to Mrs. GEORGI

|  erse WARD re&grne@ from. the laumdry, she J@xm@d a
was gathered in Room 201 of the Lorraine HMotel,

the individual
" Rev.
-ESKRIDGE, R@V“,Eﬁqiﬂ?' EEE, Rev.

RALPH ABE

s in the room were Dr ..  HMARTIN. .LUTHEER
FV&T&Y Fev. AWDREW YOUNG, Attorney-
AT WELMI.&S KING

1968
Y Aer-c@mp@mlamr
"ylng R@@m$ ﬁ@

1,16; 1968

km©wn as
wag inter-— .
stigation
L@wgmg '

d as adminis=
of L@@isv111@, -
F@ader%hip R
tiate of the

thereafter
GEORGIA

he KCLC and.
Feverend
Baptist

e K79-447. :
8 to parti= ;. .-
to be led /

in Loulsville, arrived in Memphis, Wemn;@s§F9 in ¥Mrs.,
a

L and 2@7

al xr@m

¥ Dr .- WARTIN
4, 1968,

L April 4
mh@ m@tel tel

exact location mot recalled, but” the
o undry believed to .be One-Hour Mamtimiz1ngo

“'purpose of her going to the lmundry was  to pick up some
“that were th@4

“The -

DAVIS. -
group “that-
s she recalls

rﬁ?\J QA‘F o 9 o
C‘Hé\u,\«(‘

F und Mr@,’ﬁf

. _GEORGIA DAVIS,

by .

This document contams nelthex‘ recommendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI.

at-

Louisvillie,

LS

44-947

A WEPRE% Lo

Wﬁism
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%EW/@S
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‘It is the prdperty"of

. your agency, it eand its contents are not to be dlstnbuted outside your agency.
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R @ve gm@up remmined togeth@r engaging‘in just
.general conversatlon until approximately 5:40 p.m,y April
1968; at which: time.the group decided that they woulg go: t@
;dznner, and the 1ndiv1duals L@ft 10 go. to their various roams
to freshen up for dinner./ Mrs. WARD left Boom 201 1n the
»company of Rev., A, D. WILLIAMS KING and the two of thgm want
to Room 407 Rdv A De WIKLJA%¢ KLNG had partaken of some

frest rather. thad join the gr@up for dinner, Appr@xihately“
15 .= 20 minutes after arriving in Room 207 at which time . Rev
A,D, ViLLIAMS KING was sle@ping9 Mrs. WARD heard a 8] ot., - .
‘She immediately‘opened the door to the room and looked out and
;heard someone yell that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had. just been
8hot.  The news stunned. Mrs. WARD and while she cmnnﬁt be Y
exactly certain of her exact mwvements immediately t

.8 she recmlls U

the: motel - Th@x ,
in the- area. .. Mrs WARD observed n@thing which gawe pem any.
n,.cati@n 48 10 the p@ssible ‘identity of the individu lpres
ponsible for the shooting. = Mrs. WARD recalls that sh' id
‘mdvise Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING of the shooting of"
until about. 20 minutes after the incident oceurred., | :
‘reaction was ‘ong of extreme grief and he @ve no. indig ati«m
‘he had any ideaJaS t@ the idemtity @f th@ perswn resp@nﬁible,

: CAS Mrs., WARD me@alls gome@ne, specific id|mtity .
not mow recalled, th@ught it best that drs. WARD, Mrs. DAV

‘and Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS KING not remain the remaimd@mL@if he
‘night of April .4 - 5, 1968, at the LOFF¥aine Motel.. hccordingly
‘at about 10 p.m. they left: the motel and ‘went to the home of a
Rev. WILLIAM KYLES whom Mrs. WARD believes isa minifter in |
Memphis.  Rev. KVLES or Someone. suggested that Rev.-@,_

KING. remain at Hls home '/ that evening ‘and that Mrs.. A
fDAVIS obtain motel accommodatlons at a nearby H
Motel:. .Mrs. DAVIS ‘and. Mrs WARD did 8o to. such:a;mo
MrS WARD registemed in' the.motel; but just as. she d;_;”
.WILLIAMS Who' was ; presemt_at the time decided that Mrfu"
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az=s

7 Mrs, WARD and Rev. A.D,. WIL&IAMS KING being in Room | 207 - and R
Mrs. DAVIS occupying Room 201. En route Mrs. WARD had stopped‘ e
< at a drug storeland purchased some sleeping .pills which she
- . administered to| the Rev. KING and Mrs. DAVIS because of their
-eXtremely excited condition ‘ r ,

- - Mrs. WAPD commenmed that she possesses no inf@rmati@n--izgn,
- ~wh10h she feels might assist in identifying the individual res—.
-.'ponsible for . the sh@otlng of Dr, MAETIN LUTHER KING, JRQ.»n-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~|FEUEKAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . = 7

I Lo

Date AP¥iL 16, 1968 .

.  Mps. [JASPER. P, ”LCEF‘TEA B.) wwm also k.own ag . o
Lukie Ward 25840 Ran@d@llg louisville, Ken&ucky, te aph@ni@ally
furnlshed LMeu @11@w1ng 1nformatiOM°.

PR L A
SRV Sy Y

‘ o %1ncerbe1ng interviewed on April 15, 1968.J

4,,*reca11& that in addition to leaving the m©rraine Mot
- afternoon of ADFII 4, 1968, she had left the motel

= on one other @ugasiom‘ ThisHWas during the morning

Mr& WAPD

bekieved
r Mrs, .
artinizing.
D, WILLIAMS
cleaning -
m a Store
'.Twu

- to be around 11 a.m., when she took some cleaning f£
-+ GEORGIA PAVIS to the nearby cleaners, the One-Hour
.- On this occasio she was accompanied by the Bev. A
. KING because smg recalls that as she was taking the
. into the cleaners, Rev.. KING purchased some beer fr
- located diagona) ly acrm%s the corner from the cl@an

R ..
e TP I T N e PR SR T e e T

AVIS and
emphisg, ..
cationing -7

- . Mrs. ARD also adv1sed that ghe and ¥rs .
- "Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS KING, prior to their arrival inm 3
. . Tennessee about midnight, April 3, 1968, had been v
- in Panama City, Florida, at the Tm easures Island Motel. They - i
© had driven to M¥emphis in Mrs. WARD's automobile from ¥Flowrida. PTiOEQQW
© to leaving the Florida motel;Mrs. WARD had notified Mrs. FRANCES. . . |

[

HASTINGS who, together with her husbkand, owns the motel,” that
. they were deparfang but that she, Mrs. ‘WAPD9 would returm =~ ..
_shortly for about a week's stay.  Mrs. WARD inadvertently t@ld L
Mrs . HASTIN@S that she and her @@mpami@m were going to Elrmlmg=“-‘ly
“ham. © Mrs. WARD recalls that when she and.her companions were '
‘mearly halfway to Memphis that she remembered that she had e
- erronecusly told Mrs. HASTINGS they were going to Birmingham. ST
. She fwels that she made this mistake in that she had earlier ..
talked to. the. HASTINGS wh@ had told her they wexe O x 1mallyv‘x
from Birmingham Alabama ’ _ , Lo

‘ After Dr KLNG”S ag&asginatlomg Mrs ., %ARD chang@d

her ‘plans about-spending any further time in Florida and at’

. .6:50 a.m., April &, 1968, she flew from ¥Memphis, Tenn@%see,. R

+’ ‘to Panama Cxtg, Fl@rlda9 to get the rest of her clothes. She + .7

‘rented & car at- the m1mp@rm and drove to the motel. 'Whenyshé
"ayrived at” the ﬁ@t@ she met Mrs HA TIWGS,who ‘immediately

e

" Op _ 4=16-68 ag.'g;,@-'isviiiéy'Kenm@y _ Pile# ‘Ls '44m94
by __SA WARREN L, W'ALSM xa“z‘;w;/ds Datd diotated _4_1=1

] N Tﬁié éocument contains neither _recoxrmendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI It i 15 the property of the ] BI and is loaned to .
.your agency; it and its contents are not to be d:steruted outsxde your agency :
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... plainly to Mrs. HA
"'did not want her at the motel because she had bsen in

© advised Mrs. WARD that the motel was full and there wa
"room for Mrs.-WARD# Mrs. WARD felt this statement to
a8 there appeared &o be room at the motel, and she spo
STINGS about her feeling that Mrs.,

of two Negroes, Rev. KING and Mrs., DAVIS. Mrs. HASTI)

! some comment ab@utJtheyg the HASTINGS, run a respectab

and Mrs. WARD replied that it was because the motel ha

- - reputation that she and ner c@mpanlons nad @miginally
to vacation there. K - . L, , ,

e : Mrs. WARD stated that 1t aﬁpeared to her tha
motel owners, the ﬁASTIN@S did not object to herself

no

e untrue - .

e rather ,

s
IASTINGS .‘“'_.
he company»ﬁ

NGS made
e motel
that
eoided

the :
nd Mrs.;f

~DAVIS. having occup ed the m@tel but apparently objected to.
;tme presence in the motel @f Rev, A.D. WILLIAMS KING, J :-‘;,
' £ the

Mrs, WARD stated that at ‘no-. t1m@ did eitheﬁ

' HASTINGS make any type. of specific threat to Mrs WARDJ against
- Mrs. WARD or her companions, but it was clear to Mrs WARD v

fthat she wag no longer welcome at the MASTING%" m@tel

net by Mrs DAVIS LT e

- o Mrs WAR Left Pamamn Rhmy by plane ab@ut 1 Sv"
on April 6, 1968 and flew t@ Atlammay Georgia, whegrggm “WE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-302 (Revi 4-15-64) ~

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| Date

4/17/68

WALTER LANE BﬁILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hoteleo tel,
- check

406 Mulberry Avenus

Memphis, Tennessee, advised that a

.0f his records reflected the following named persons a

.hav1ng been regist
April 4, 1968 or.

7:,?1) :tg ‘?}g;
s . Room No.
on April]

'"addr@55°

GERALD

,,Mmsm
- Room Wo.
~ on April
‘fvaddr@SS°

M. JACKSON.

Room - No .|

i

@th d&t@8°

ARRELL

10 -

3=4, 1968 ;
8427 Urguhart Avenue
-New @rﬂ@ans» L@uisi@na

WIS
L
3-4, 1968
.78 West Trigg Avenue
M@mphns, T@nm@sse@

12

" on April

3, 1968

" no addrjss giV@n '

R. ROGE
- Room No.
- on Apri
‘no addr

- WILLIE %
- Room" No.
on April
*addr@SS°

S

200 -
3, 1968
88 given

ILLIAM
201 . ,‘.
3, 1968 . .
810 Parson Str@et
- Atlanﬁa, G@@rgla

'R. B, COTTONREADER

R@@m N@o
- on April
. address:

202 -

3, 1968 ,
4@8 Third Smreet :
Marks, Migsissippi

red into his motel on either April 3

or

4/11/68 4 Memp

.31
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SA EUGENE &, MED@A@
_SA STEPHEN M. DARL

ING%@N SMD/mnr

of

Memphis 44- 1.987 "

Date dictated —L7 68

"Thls docliment contains neither recomnjlendatxons fior conclusions of the FBI. It is-the property of the F' I and is loaned to
your agency, it and its contents are nof to be dxstnbuted outside your agency:
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7) TOBIE WYNN

Room No. 204

on Aprill 3-4, 1968

address: 3204 St.
Columbus, Georgia

BERNARD| LEE

Room No. 206 (om April 3, 1968)

Room No, 205 (on April 4, 1968)

address: 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

TRACY WRIGHT

Room No, 208

on Aprii 3+4, 1968
ne address given

ANDREW
Room No
on Apri

OUNG
209
3-4, 1968

address: 334 Auburn Avenue

JOHN WI

Atlanta, Georgia
LIAM

Room No. 210
on»Apri} 3-4, 1968
address: 334 Auburn Avenue

WARREN

Atlanta, Georgia
RDSON

‘Rocm No, 211
on Apri} 3-4, 1968
address~ 1076 Waltonrn Avenue

- Room No

EUGENE LOURTNEY

Dayton, Ohio

Room NOL 212
on April 3-4, 1968
no address given

WILLIAM

on April
address

MALONEY

, 301

I 3-4, 1968

334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia
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- 18) P. A, RANCE .

: Room No., 303 (on April 3, 1968)
Room No. 200 (on April 4, 1968)
no address given

JAMES OgANGE

Room No. 304 ;
on April 3-4, 1968
addressi: 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

JESSIE (JACKSON

Room No, 3085

on April 3-4, 1968

address: 366 Rast 47th Street
: Chicago, Illinois

MARTIN KING
Room No. 306 :

on April 3-4, 1968
address: 334 Auburn Avenue
o ' Atlanta, Georgia

RALPH ABERNATHY

Room No. 306

on April 3-4, 1968 N

address: 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

DOROTHY COTTON

Room No., 307

on Apr%l 3-4, 1968

address: 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

JAMES LOVE

Room No. 308

on April 3-4, 1968

address: 8231 Chancery Court
Alexandria, Virginia

JOSEPH! 1LOUW
Room -No, 309 :
. on April 3-4, 1968
addreSf: 45 Tiemann Place
New York, New York

33
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23)

‘A, D, KI
Room No,’
on April
address:

CHARLES
Room No.

BALLARD
310

on April

address:

3-4, 1968
506 Kansas street
Atlanta, Georgia

STERLING TUCKER .

Room No.
on April
address:

Reveren
Room No
on April
address:

JEAN SM
Room Nol.
on April
no addre

MABELLE
Room No.
on April
address;

JAMES WF
Room No.
on April :
address):

OFFELIq
Room No.
on Apr#

address:

311

3-4, 1968

626 Third Street, N.W.
Washington, b. C.

SAMUEL KYLES

.\ 312

3-4, 1968:
704 South Parkway East
Memphis, Tennesseée

TH

314

3-4, 1968
ss given

HENDRICKS

315 -

3=4, 1968 )
767 Peachtree Street
Atlanta, Georgia

316 i
111 Bunter Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

NG
201
4, 1968
Louisville, Kentucky

RUTHERFORD

202

4, 1968.

334 Auburn Avenue
"Atlanta, Georgia
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31) J. B, WILLIAMS
. Room No. 203
on April 4, 1968 -
address: 2510 Jackson Avenue
Forrest City, Arkansas

HENRY ANTHONY

Room Nol 206

on April 4, 1968

addressg 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

_BERNARD| LAFAYETTE
Room No|. 206 :
on April 4, 1968
address: 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

C. A. DAVIS

Room 207

on April 4, 1968

address: Louisville, Kentucky

L. B, WARD

Room Na. 207

on April 4, 1968 :
address: Louisville, Kentucky

HERMAN SWEAT
Room No. 214
on April 4, 1968
no}addfess given

EARL CALDWELL
Room Né, 215
on April 4, 1968

no address given

JOHN H@LL
Room No. 1
on Apr;l 4, 1968
no address given

S, MC pOLLOUGH

Room No. 12

on April 4, 1968 _

address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue
Chicago, Illinois
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mmmm HIL
Room No
on April
no addre

L (first name not given)
13 :

4, 1968
8s given

JIMER GUEMOOR

Room No
on Apri
addressE

Reverend
Room No.
on April
address:

Reverend
Room No|
on April
address|

GARY MA
Room No|.
on April
address|:

14

4, 1968

750 Pearl Street
Grenada, Mississippi

H. VERNER
202
4, 1968
5320 South Drexel Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

W. BENNETT

202

4, 1968 .
5320 South Drexel Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

SSONI

214

4, 1968

366 East 47th Street
Chicago, Illinois

JAMES BEVEL

unknown
on Aprill
address|:

room number

4, 1968
8407 South Ribash Avenue
Chicago, Illinois
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _ April 26, 1968

Reverend SAMUEL B, KYLES, minister of the
Monumental Baptist Church, 704 South Parkway Bast, wh
resides at 2215 South Parkway Bast, Memphis, Tennesse
interview advised as follows:

' Reverend KYLES, who has lived im Memphis for
approximately the past eight years, is on the Executive
Board of the M@mbhis, Tennessee, Branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
and is also a member of the Southern Christian Leadexship
Conference (SCLC), the natiomal headquarters of which is
Atlanta, Georgia, and the President of which, up until
April 4, 1968, was Dr, WARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, l
rkers?®

Reverend KYLES advised that a sanitation w
strike began in Memphis, Tennessee, February 12, 1968, and
that shortly aft‘r its start a group of Negro ministers in
Memphis, in@ludi@g himself, banded together to form a group
which adopted the name of Community on the Move for Equality
(COME) , raising #umds for the sanitation strikers and
assisting them in daily marches and other Strik@mgupéort
activity, He stated that as early as March 18, 1968, he,
along with some of the other COME leaders, induced D%a MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR,, to come to Memphis where, on the night of
March 18, 1968, he gave an inspiring talk at Mason Temple
to apprgxim@tely?l®90@0 to 12,000 people, urging the Negro
community of Memphis to unite behind the sanitation workers,

KYLES gn@ some of the other COME leaders also
induced Dr, KING to return to Memphis on the morning of
March 28, 1968, to lead a massive downtown march in support
of the sanitation workers.

Considerable breaking of downtown windows and looting
resulted during this march, as a result of which KYLES stated
the sanitation strike received nationwide publicity, and
Pr, KING agreed to return to Memphis, along with other SCLC staff
members, in early April, 1968, to continue support on behalf of
the sanitation workers,
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On _4/23/68 at _ | Memphis, Tennessee File # Memphis 44-1987

SAs HOWELL S, LOWE
by __&nd WILLIAM ¥,|LAWRENCE WHL:emh Date dictated .| 4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of ihe FBI and is lpaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Reverend KYLES recalled that Dr. KING actual

returned to Memph
with several of h
President of SCLC
administrative as
the Lorraine Hote
and actually KYLE

staff members under his name,

he was registered

April 3, 1968, alj

room and did net
occupied Room 312
Room 306g as did

He reca
in Memphis on the
in Memphis on Apr
that there had be
Memphis news medi
but also on virty
concerning the pr
and of the fact t

esence of Dr, KING and his staff in

ly
is on Wednesday morming, April 3, 1968,
%s stafif associates including the Vice
), Reverend RALPH D, ABERNATHY and hi
sistant BERNARD LEE, They all checked into
1 and Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Me%phis,
S had rented rooms for some of the SCLC

He pointed out that actually
in Room 312 of the Lorraine Motel as of
though he did not physically occupy this
now recall the exact SCLC individual who

. He recalled that Dr, KING occupie
Reverend RALPH D, ABERNATHY,

1led that Dr, KING and his staff remlined
night of April 3, 1968, and also remained
il 4, 1968, In additiomn, he pointed| out
en widespread publicity in not only the

a, including the two daily white newspapers,
ally all of the radio and tel@vision&statioﬁs
hat they were staying at the Lorrain

He stated he coul
but there was at
even gave the ro
was staying in Mg
available to anyo
the time to liste
words, he said it

staying,

Reverey
to the Lorraine
1968, and recall

emphis

d not recall the specific radio broadcast

least one broadcast, possibly more,| which

m number, namely Room 306, im which Dr, KING
mphis, and that this information was| readily
ne who tended to read the newspaper or took
n to the radio news broadcasts. In other
was no secret as to where Dr, KING was

d KYLES recalled that he personally went
otel at approximately 3:30 p.m, on April 4,
d that the Operation Breadbasket band,

a singing group of the SCLC, was rehearsing in one oﬂ the

" |
rooms in the mote

former music teacher of Memphis, Tennessee,
hey all sang various hymns and SCLC songs

this group and t
until approximate
went to Room 306

1, this group being led by BEN BRANCH,a
KYLES joined
1y 5 p.m, At this point, Reverend KYLES
of the Lorraine Motel to visit with

Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, and Reverend RALPH D, ABERNATHY,

He pointed out t
Reverend ABERNAT
a "soul dinner”

hat he had earlier invited Dr, KING
HY to his home at 2215 South Parkway Bast for
on the evening of April 4, 1968, pointing out

nd
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that Dr, KING and Reverend ABBRNATHY both savored "so
which would nOrmdlly consist of neck bones, chitterli
turnip greens and black-eyed peas, and that his wife
consented to cook such & dinner f@r Dr, KING and his
He pointed out tnat both KING and ABERNATHY had been
by him earlier that dinmer was to be at approximately
He recglled that during the approximate per
5:30 p.m, to 5:55 p,m,, April 4, 1968, that Dr, KING,
Reverend ABERNATHY and RQV@rend KYLES sat and talked
Room 306 as Dr., KING and ABERNATHY dressed in prepara

a1l food,"
ngs,
had

group,
reminded
6 p,m,

iod from

lin
tion

for the dinner a§p01ntment At a time estimated by K
as being 5:55 pqm,,n or thereabouts, Dr, KING walked o
Room 306 of the Iorraine Motel,
west and overlooks a swimming pool and parking area

Mulberry Street which is a narrow north-south Streeg
Memphis, Dr, G's room, 306, was on the second flq
as one walks out‘@f the room there is 2 balcony and
area, the balcony having an irom rail approximately g
feet high to keep one from falling off the balcony,
KYLES recalled, stood on the balcony and was speaking
various people sﬁandimg in the parking area of the mg
directly beneath| him,
was speaking was|Reverend JESSE JACKSON, an SCLC staf
from Chicago, Illinois, KXYLES recalled leaving Room
going out and talklng with Dr. KING, telling him not
bring too many people to his house or there would mnot
enough food to satlsfy all of them. KYLES also recal
that SOLOMON J@NES & local Negro who works for one o
funeral homes, had been Dr,- KING's chauffeur while ir
and that KING may have made some comment to JONES abo
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence,

Reverend KYLES also recalled that at about
pericd of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shavin
to his face prepgring to take a quick shave before d?
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were standing side
side on the balcbny and he also recalled that KING sp
to CHAUNCEY ESKR@D@E who is an attorney for SCLC and

was in Memphis with the SCLC staff,

|
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hi

Others recalled by KYLES being on the groun
level within viewing and listening distance of Dr, K
were Reverend JAMES L, BEVEL, also of the SCLC staff
who has recently|been living im Chicago, and several
young Negroes, names not recalled, who had been hangi
around and supporting the sanitation workers strike,
He pointed out that he would put these folks in the
category of "hero worshipers” who liked to be around
and other important personages.

At thi§ point, KYLES estimated the time as | -
being approximately 6 o'clock p.m,, and stated that he, ‘
KYLES, started to walk north on the balcony walkway toward
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for
the purpose of getting his car, which was parked on the
parking lot, He\recalled looking down and saying something
f£o CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE wheo was standing on the ground and
estimated that he had walked approximately four door:lengths
north of Room 306 when he, KYLES, heard a loud but possibly
muffled sound, t first he thought it was @ mnoise from
the immediate area possibly caused by the backfiring of
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which
had exploded in the immediate vicinity,

He was next conscious of seeing Reverend J&

BEVEL who

some unknown individual yelling in a loud voice, e
shot MARTIN," At this point he turned around and loe
back south toward the entrance of Room 306 and was ne
conscious of seeing Dr, KING's prone body, KING was
on the balcony f%@@r with his back to the floor, his
facing upward, his feet partially protrudimg through
grill work of the irom railway, and his head headed inm ‘
easterly direction toward the passageway just south of Room

306,

KYLES continued that he took a quick glance at
KING's prone body after reaching same and saw a gaping hole.
in what he recalled to be the right side of KING's face
in the area of his cheek bone and protruding downward into
his neck area, %e stated that he was not familiar with
guns or gun wounds but he subconsciously realized that the

40
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noise which he h
gunshot which ha
KING's eyes appe
felt KING may st
of anyone else n
out that he went
hysterically int
telephone for th

the meantime, AB

shaving cream st
had happened to
confusion he was

call the motel switchboard to ask for an ambulance and

recalled ABERNAT

him to settle dow

would be all rig

KYLES
KING's body and
Memphis Police o
KING's body and
He stated that
officers to cal
Reverend ABERNA
to talk with KI

: Revere
grabbing up a be
out to use to co
male employee of
not recalled, wh
which someone he
side of KING's £

Within
KING's body to %
- LOUW, an Africag

at the motel, to

and that many of
balcony seemed t
where there is

further on the
brick buildings

%ﬂan ambulance,

MG or to get some response from him a
recall hearing ABERNATHY say,

d heard had undoubtedly been that of a
‘wounded Dr, KING, He pointed out that
ared to be open and that he personally
ill have been alive, He was mnot conscious
ear KING's body at this time and pointed
into a state of shock and ram rathe

o Room 306 wh@re%@@ attempted to use a

e purpose of calling an ambulance, In
ERNATHY had run out of Room 306 with

ill on his face in an effort to see what
Dr, KING, KYLES pointed out that in his
unable to pick up the phone proPerly to’

HY running back into the room and telling
n and gain his composure as everythfmg

E

of = -
empt ing
d could
e? 99

ht,

|

came back out of the room to the vic
@as_next conscious of seeing several

nity'.of
uniformed
cinity of
happened?"
ice .

ficers running on foot toward the v
ecalled some of them yellimg, “What
recalled yelling at some of the po
He was next consciou
1Y leamimg over KING's prone body at

:

"MARTIN, can you hear

d KYLES recalled running into Room 306 and
dspread off one of the beds which he| brought
ver KING's body, He recalled that a|white

the United States Justice Department, name
o had been staying at the motel. brought a towel
1d over the large gaping wound on the right
ace,

a few moments am ambulance arrived to take
hospital and he recalled that a JOSEPH
who is a photographer and who was staying
k some pictures in the immediate vicinity
the people who by this time had come to the
o point toward the west side of Mulberry
thicket of bushes and empty land bordered
est by the back side of some old two=story
which face on Main Street and indicated in

41
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their pointing and comments that the shot probably came
. from that general direction, In other words, the shot
campe from the west toward the east,

~ Thereafiter, according to Reverend KYLES, an
ambulance crew took Dr, KING's body to the St, Joseph
Hospital,

Reverend KYLES looked at a series of photographs
which appeared in'Life Magazine,” issue of April 12, 1968,
some of which were taken immediately after the shooting of
Dr, KING and prior to the arrival of the ambulance and-which
depict Dr, KING's prone body lying face up on the cogcrete

walkway on the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel
and taken by Photographer JOSEPH LOUW, He stated that the
only people that|he could idenmtify by name in the eaﬂly
photographs prior to the arrival of the ambulance we’e
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC staff and some loca11
unidentified Negroes who were apparently assisting in an
effort to rend@rlimmediate first aid to ODr, KING, . Reverend
KYLES pointed out that these photographs must have been taken
almost immediately following the shooting of Dr, KING because
they do not show the bedspread over KING's body, -

' He stated that very few people actually were
cognizant of the| fact that Dr. KING was to be a dimmer guest
at his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the
guests who had been invited to his recollection wereIDr. KING,
his brother, Reverend A, D, WILLIAMS KING, and two of the
latter's companions, Mrs, LUKIE WARD and Mrs. GEORGIA M, DAVIS,
both of Louisville, Kentucky; and that Reverend ABERNATHY
was to have been| there, as was CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, e stated
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and HOSEA WILLIAMS, both of the
SCLC staff, were| also to be his dinner guests on tha
evening.

no publicity concerning the fact that KING and his small

party were to bel his dinner guests and that it appeared to
‘be a mere coincidence that Dr, KING walked out in front of
the doorway of Room 306 and stood there some four to five
minutes prior to the time that he was shot,

He stated that to his recollection there h§: been
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Reverend KYLES stated that he had searched h
memory during the | intervening time subsequent te Dr, K
being shot and that at no time could he recall seeing
~anyone to the west or northwest from which direction he
is now convinced the shot came., He saw no one looking

any of the windows in the buildings facing Main Street,
the rear entrances of which would have faced the Motel;

and he saw no one | on the ground below,

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKRI
shortly after the shooting and that ESKRIDGE who was o
ground level inAtTe parking area in fromnt of the Motel

stated that after|the shot he, ESKRIDGE, had run west
from the Motel to|/the middie of Mulberry Street but th
he did not see anyone with any firearm either om the g
or in any of the buildings. Reverend KYLES recslled t
SOLOMON JONES has been reported to have stated that he
someone pessibly w1th a white headpiece in the ground
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind t
bushes and 90551bly saw someone drop something in that
area,

is
ING's

out

DGE
n the

at
round
hat

saw
area
he

Reverend KYLES stated that im fairness to JQNES

JONES could not have seen the ground area which he ha
originally descrlbed because of the fact that there i
brick retaining wall which surrounds the swimming pool

a
and

that JONES would have been behind this wall when KING | was

shot and could not have seen Behind the bushes on the
west side of Mulberry Street as this wall is about elg
tall,

ht feet

ReveremL KYLES concluded that nome of his
acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Me

who have bheen close to the Negro movement can recall

mphis

#nythlng

concerning any suﬁplclous movements in the vicinity of the
Lorraine Motel immediately pr@c@dlmg or during the time that

Dr, KING was shot|,
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On April 18, 1968, CHARLES BALLARD, 830 K
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, personally contacted th

Memphis, Temnessee, FBI Office and advised SA HOWELL

LOWE and SA WILLIAM H.. LAWRENCE that he registered i
room 310 of the Lorraime Motel on the afternoonm of
30, 1968, and remained registered at this motel unti
April 4, 1968. He departed from this motel just pri
to 6 P.M, the evening of April 4, 1968.

'BALLARD advised he was not at the motel a
time Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot and advised he
no knowledge regarding who may have shot Dr. KING.
stated that during the period he resided at the mot
one inquired of‘him of any informatiom regarding Dr
and he noticed no ome im particular expressing any
interest in the location of Dr. KING's room at the

BALLARD stated that when he departed the

- at approximately 5:45 P.M., April 4, 1968, there wer
persons walking around im front of the motel. He st
he paid no particular attention to these persons and
unable to recall anyome in this group whom he kuows.

e Several
ated
is
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On April 23, 1968, SA's HOWELL S. LOWE and WILLIAM H.
LAWRENCE interviewed an individual identifying himself as JAMES'
ELMORE PHILLIPS, |JR., who resides at 1592 Short Street, Memphis,
Tennessee, and who is a senior at LeMoyne College, 807 = 25
Walker Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee.

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968,
he checked into room 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry,
Memphis, and continued to stay there until the late afternoon
of April 4, 1968. He stated he well recalled the arrival of
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Christian
Leadership Confeyence, in Memphis on the morning of April 3,
1968, and recalled that Dr. KING and several of his Southern
Christian Leader§hip Conference (SCIC) Staff associates checked
into the Lorraing Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr. KING staying -
in room 306 on the second floor, which was several doors north -
of the room occu‘ied by PHILLIPS. .

PHILLIX stated that he left the motel about 5:45 p.m.-
Thursday, April 4, 1968, with some of his associates, CHARLES -
BALLARD, CHARLES LAVERNE CABBAGE, JOHN BURRELL SMITH, and :
EDWINA HARRELL, who also had been staying at the motel. PHILLIPS. -
stated he left o% foot, walked south on Mulberry to Butler Street,

west on Butler to Main Street, where he caught a #45 "Walker Homes"
bus, & city bus, |[going south on Main Street, catching this bus
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street.

He stated he rode this bus to South Memphis and walked
to 1644 Hanauer, |apt. 2, the apartment currently occupied by JOHN
B. SMITH. He stated upon arrival at the SMITH residence, someone
had on the television and they heard the report on television that
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., had been shot at approximately 6:01
p.m. as he stood|on the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel.

PHILLIPS stated that at no time during the |period in

which he stayed at the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to |his recollection,

inquire as to where Dr. KING was staying or as .to which room was
being occupied b& Dr. KING and he saw no individuals in the area
arousing his suspicions. oo
PHILLIES stated that he paid no particular |attention
to the buildings|on South Main Street just west of the Lorraine
Motel and recalled seeing no one look out any of the windows in

45
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those buildings during the late afternocon of April 4,
when he was in the process of leaving the motel.

PHILLIPS stated that as he was walking from
motel toward the pus stop, as indicated above, he did
see anything of an unusual nature.
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PERSONS. AT JIM'S GRILL,
418 SOUTH MAIN STREET,
ON APRIL 4, 1968
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