
FBI MOBILE . . . \ .

FBI WASH DC ' . -

735710PM URGENT 5/7/68 LCC 

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR IP '

MURKIN ■ . .

TWO ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY WERE RELEASED TODAY 

TO NEWS MEDIA IN WASHINGTON. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER ONE SHOULD 

BEAR CAPTION "JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN NINETEEN 

SIXTY-SEVEN IN MEXICO)." THIS IS THE PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN DARK 

GLASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER TWO SHOULD BEAR 

CAPTION " JAMES. EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JANUARY OR 
EARLY FEBRUARY NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT IN CALIFORNIA)." THIS IS 

HEAD SHOT OF RAY IN BUSINESS SUIT WHICH SHOWS MARKED CLEFT IN 

CHIN. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE COPIES OF THESE TWO 

PHOTOGRAPHS LOCALLY AND YOU SHOULD INSURE THEY RECEIVE WIDE­

SPREAD DISTRIBUTION THROUGH ALL MEDIA CONTACTS. FIVE COPIES OF 

EACH OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ALL OFFICES. 

LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO ADVISED. . ' '

END ' '
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1115PM URGENT 5/7/68 LCC ' .

TO MOBILE CLEVELAND MEMPHIS -

FROM DIRECTOR 2P . ' 5

MURKIN ’ ■

ON NIGHT OF MAY SEVEN, INSTANT, INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING HIMSELF 

AS BOB CONROY, ALLIANCE, OHIO, WHO DECLINED TO FURNISH STREET 

ADDRESS, TELEPHOMICALLY CONTACTED BUREAU AND FURNISHED FOLLOW­

ING INFORMATION. AT APPROXIMATELY EIGHT THIRTY P.M., MAY SEVEN, 

INSTANT, HE OBSERVED AN INDIVIDUAL WHO RESEMBLED JAMES EARL RAY 

DRIVING AN OLD CAR POSSIBLY A CHRYSLER -PRODUCT, APPLE GREEN IN 

COLOR, BEARING WHAT WAS BELIEVED To’ BE ALABAMA LICENSE TWO '

SEVEN ONE SEVEN EIGHT SIX FOUR. LICENSE HAD A RED BACKGROUND WITH 

LIGHT NUMERALS, THIS INDIVIDUAL STOPPED AND WENT INTO TURNER'S 

DRUGSTORE NEXT TO CITY SQUARE ON MAIN STREET IN ALLIANCE AND • 

AFTER .A FEW'MINUTES CAME- OUT AND DROVE OFF HEADED- EAST ON 

MAIN STREET. INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, THIRTYFIVE - 

FORTY, FIVE FEET ELEVEN, ONE EIGHTY POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, APPEARED 

TO BE DYED, VERY DARK TAN COMPLEXION. CONROY OBSERVED. WHITE 

END PAGE ONE' - - ■
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PAGE TWO

FEMALE. IM CAR BUT COULD DESCRIBE HER AS OHLY HAVING A 

LOT OF DARK COLORED BROWN OR BLACK HAIR. HE OBSERVED 

SOME CLOTHES HANGING IN THE REAR OF THE CAR. .

. NOBILE ASCERTAIN TO WHOM ABOVE ALABAMA LICENSE 

ISSUED AMD SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEADS TO DETERMINE IF 

MALE OCCUPANT COULD BE IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

CLEVELAND CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT

TURNER’S DRUGSTORE, INCLUDING DISPLAY OF SUBJECT'S

PHOTOGRAPH, IN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY ABOVE PERSON.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END - -
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FD-3^(ReV. S-22-64)

1 i

(Priority) i ,

FBI | f !

■ Date: 5/8/68 |

Transmit the following in _____ PLAIN 1 *j
(Type in plaintext or code) ’

Via TELETYPE ______URGENT| '

TO: BUREAU 44-38861 AND CLEVELAND

FROM MOBILE 157-2627

MURKIN. CR. 00 ME.

RE ALA. LICENSE WO SEVEN DASH ONE SEVEN EIGHT SIX FOUR, 

SEEN ALLIANCE, OHl/ MAY SEVEN, SIXTYEIGHT.

RE BUTEL MO AND CV, ELEVEN FIFTEEN P.M. MAY SEVEN LAST.

ALA. LICENSE TWO DASH SEVEN ONE SEVEN EIGHT SIX FOUR AN

IMPOSSIBLE NUMBER.

MAY EIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT, MRS. MABEL BAILEY, LICENSE CLERK,

DALLAS COUNTY, ALA. PROBATE COURT, ADVISED THAT SIXTYEIGHT ALA. ' 

LICENSE TWO SEVEN DASH ONE SEVEN EIGHT SIX FOUR IS ISSUED TO , 

WALLACE GREATHOUSE, RT. ONE, SELMA, ALA., FOR A FIFTYNINE PONTIAC, ' 

TWO DOOR CATALINA, VIN ONE FIVE NINE T FOUR SIX FIVE SEVEN, <

Sent

COLOR NOT RECORDED. THIS TAG WAS MAILED TO GREATHOUSE. JAN

END PAGE ONE

JTB:Ipw

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge



Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

MO 157-2627

PAGE TWO

Date:

Sent

F B I

(Priority)

ORDER TAGS ISSUED IN SEVERAL ALA

PERSON ORDERING MAIL ORDER TAG

CAR, ITSMV MATTERS, WHICH SET OUT

ONE LAST, CARE OF GENERAL DELIVERY, PEACH ORCHARD BRANCH

AUGUSTA, GA

THIS LICENSE HAD BEEN ORDERED BY MAIL AND IN ORDERING THE

TAG GREATHOUSE SAID HE WAS EMPLOYED WITH JAMES H. DREW SHOWS

IN TRAVEL STATUS

CLEVELAND REFER TO MOLET TO ALL OFFICES fe NINETEEN

SIXTYSEVEN, CAPTIONED

INFORMATION CONCERNING

COUNTIES. IT IS NOTED

ALA

MAIL

THAT

MUST ONLY IDENTIFY HIMSELF AS EMPLOYED IN THE ENTERTAINMENT

BUSINESS OR THE MILITARY AND FURNISH ADDRESS WHERE TAG IS TO

BE MAILED

CLEVELAND DETERMINE IF JAMES H. DREW SHOWS OPERATING IN

THE ALLIANCE, OHIO, AREA, AND CONDUCT W NECESSARY INVESTIGA

TION TO LOCATE AND ELIMINATE GREATHOUSE

Approved:

NO

AM

INSERT BEING SUBMITTED BY MOBILE

COPY MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

ADDENDUM: Investigatk 
conducted by SA . JAMES?/:

Special Agent in Charge



MC 157-2627

1

The
SA SPENCER H.

following Investigation was conducted by 
ROBB, April 30, 1968:

AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

RUFUS RAY, 25 East South Street, advised he is 
retired from the U. S. Internal Revenue Service, after 
42 years service, and has resided in Montgomery some 40
years . 
the U.

His son Lt. Col. JAMES EARL RAY, is serving with
So Army in Vietnam. He said Lt, Col. RAY’S

JAMES EARL RAY, JR., has recently joined the U„ S. 
and is stationed in Jacksonville, Florida.

Mil RAY stated that to his knowledge the 
EARL RAY being sought in connection with this KING 
is not related in any way to his family.

son. 
Navy

JAMES 
killing
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In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Post Office Box 2128

Mobile, Alabama 36601 
May 7, 1968

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starve Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and 
James O'Conner  

Dea.

I.am enclosing herewith newspaper mat and proof 
concerning the above named individual, a badly wanted 
fugitive being sought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Aid of the nation's press is being solicited in bringing 
about prompt apprehension of this person.

Your cooperation in the use of the enclosed in 
publicizing this fugitive will be greatly appreciated by 
me .

Very truly yours,

Special Agent in Charge

Enclosure's 2

75-1 each newspaper, Mobile territory 
Mobile (157-2627) y

JTB:gre 
(77)z- SEARCHEI^^INDEXEBr 

serialized"^ Fiim^
MXY9 1968 

FBI —MOBILE



Mr MOBILE ' ' - - ■ "

F81 MIAMI • '

9:12PM EST 5-8-59 URGENT RGT

TO DIRECTOR (44-3^5!) .ATLANTA (44-23%) MEMPHIS (44-1937)

DETROIT MOBILE. J A OKS CM TAMPA. SAVANNAH AND CHARLOTTE

FROM MIAMI (44-1854) 4P ’

RE EASTERN AIRLINES (EAL) FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA, 

APRIL FIVE THROUGH TWELVE, LAST. * 1

RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU, MAY SEVEN,’LAST.

REVIEW 0? ALL EAL TICKETS AND RESERVATIONS ON FLIGHTS OUT 

OF ATLANTA ON ABOVE DATES COMPLETED. FOLLOWING LEADS SET TO' 

DEVELOP FURTHER riYORMATlON DY PASSENGERS WITH WAVES SIMILAR • 

TCALIASES OF SUBJECT RAY, AUD WHO COULD NOT PE ELIMINATED 

ON BASIS'OF AVAILABLE INFORMATION: - ■

RESERVATION RECEIVED APRIL TWO RY EAL, ATLANTA, FROM

DELTA, DETROIT, FOR ONE RAVE FOR EAL FLIGHT ONT TWO FOUR Y 

ON APRIL FIVE FROM-ATLANTA TO PHILADELPHIA. PASSENGER TO ■ 

TRAVEL DETROIT TO ATLANTA 0'1-DELTA PLIGHT SEVEN SIX- ONE Y 

OU APRIL TWO. DETROIT CONTACT POINT S'^rTEL^HOME EIGHT 

SEVEN THREE THREE ZERO ZERO ZERO, EXTENSION SEVEN, ROOM ;

THREE TWO FOUR. NO EAL TICKET FOUND, INDICATING DELTA TICKET



MM (44-1854)

PAGE TWO - . .

USED. DETROIT CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO 

ELIMINATE. - ' .

f RESERVATION MADE EAL, ATLANTA, APRIL FIVE, AND TICKET 

PURCHASED ATLANTA, APRIL SIX, FOR TRAVEL Bv W. J. WALTON, 

MOBILE TO ATLANTA ON EAL FLIGHT SIX EERO FOUR F OH APRIL TWELVE, 

ATLANTA TO AUGUSTA 0" DELTA FLIGHT FOUR ONE ZERO A OH APRIL TWELVE, 

AUGUSTA- TO ATLANTA ON DELTA ONE SIX ZERO MINE T ON APRIL 

FIFTEEN, ADD ATLANTA TO MOBILE OH EAL SIX ZERO ONE F ON APRIL 

FIFTEEN. NOBILE CONTACT WAS HOME TELEPHONE THREE ”0W TWO . , -

FIVE Ftve FOUR TWO, BUSINESS THYE FOUR FOUF^ ZERO TWO EIGHT 

TWO. MOBILE CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO ELIMINATE.

V OVATION MADE EAL, ATLANTA, APRIL FIVE, AND TICKET

NUMBER THREE NINE SIX DASH SEVEN ONE EIGHT DASH NINE FIVE 

SEVEN PURCHASED APRIL FIVE.AT TRAVEL AFFILIATES, TWO TWO ZERO - 

WEST LIVE OAK, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, FOR TRAVEL BY JACK 

WALTON FRO’" MOBILE TO ATLANTA ON EAL FLIGHT SIX SIX FOUR Y .

ON ADRIL FIVE, AND ATLANTA TO CHICAGO ON EAL FOUR THREE FOUR 

YN ON APRIL SIX, A HD CHICAGO T0 SEATTLE'ON UNITED ONE FOUR 

THREE Y. ON APRIL SIX. JACKSON AT PASCAGOULA CONDUCT NECESSARY 

INVESTIGATION TO ELIMINATE. ‘



yw (/I/,-1 •■-/■)

PAGE THREE'

RESERVATION RECEIVED FE3. SEVENTEEN SIXTYEEHT. DY 

EAL, ATLANTA, FRCP DELTA, TALPA, FOR TRAVEL OF J. WALTON 

FRO- ATLANTA TO TALPA ON EAL FLIGHT TWO SEVEN THREE Y ON 

APR. TWELVE SIXTYETGHT. RESERVATION CANCELED. NO TICKET 

LOCATED. TALPA CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION AT DELTA 

TO ELIMINATE.

DELTA MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION HU'fflP WAS ZERO EIGHT 

SEVEN ONE SIX SEVEN ZERO ONE.

RESERVATION RECEIVED EAL ATLANTA FROL TWA ST. LOUIS, 

DATE NOT SHOWN, FOR TRAVEL BY ONE HEERAN FROM ATLANTA TO 

ST.’ LOUIS ON EAL FLIGHT FIVE OMR zero, APR. TEN SIXTYEIGHT. 

PASSENGER GAVE ATLANTA CONTACT TRPHCT i'J.n?^ rive TWO . 

FIVE - TWO SEVEN SEVEN ONE. NO TICKET LOCATED,- INDICATING 

TWA TICKET USED. ATLANTA CC'RHCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION 

TO ELIMINATE. .

RESERVATION RECEIVED EAL ATLANTA, NAP. TWENTYNINE 

SIXTYEIGHT, FROM DELTA, SAVANNAH FOR TRAVEL BY JOHN WILLARD 

FROM ATLANTA TO MIAMI ON EAL FLIGHT TWO SEVEN SEVEN'Y ON-



JM (44-1354) • ' . .

PAGE FOUR ' . .

APR.' ELEVEN SIXTYEIGHT. DELTA, SA’/MUR ^SSAGF IDENTIFI- . 

CATION DUMBER ME EIGHT SEVEN NIUE FOUR ZERO ZERO SIX. 

RESERVATION CONFIRMED BY DELTA, SAVANNAH MESSAGE NUMBER 

ONE EIGHT SEVEN NINE FOUR ZERO ZERO SIX ON APR. ONE SIXTYEIGHT.; 

PASSENGER CONTACTED EAL ATLANTA ON UNSPECIFIED DATE AND GAVE 

CONTACT POINT DOWNTOWNER, ATLANTA. ATLANTA AT DOWNTOWNER 

■AND SAVANNAH AT DELTA AIRLINES, CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO

ELIMINATE., 

RESERVATION MADE AT EAL ATLANTA ' VIA EAL CHARLOTTE ON 

APR. FIVE SIXTYEIGHT FOR TRAVEL OF J. C. (OR T.C.) GALT. 

FROM ATLANTA TO RICHMOND OU EITHER EAL FLIGHT SIX ONE SIX T 

OR UNITED FLIGHT SIX FOUR ZERO AON AOR. TEN SIXTYEIGHT. NO 

TICKET LOCATED. CHARLOTTE CONTACT TELEPHONE GIVEN AS TWO 

SIX FIVE - FIGHT TWO.ONE ONE. RESERVATION ORIGINALLY MADE ■ 

THROUGH TRAVEL AGENCY six ONE FIVE BY EMPLOYEE PAT. CHARLOTTE 

CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION AT ABOVE TELEPHONE TO ELIMINATE.

MIAMI OBTAINING OFF - LINE TICKET INFORMATION RE ONE 

ADDITIONAL PASSENGER. SUPPLEMENTAL TELETYPE FOLLOWS RE THIS 

0" MAY NINE NEXT. SUBJECT RAY ARMED AND DANGEROUS. .. ■

END 

AAH ' 1 .

FBI MOBILE . •

TUR ‘



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 '

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to :SAC (157-2627) date: 5/7/68

from :SA ROY H. EVELAND

subject:murK!N
OR
(00: ME)

Re Mano All Agents dated 5/3/68.

On 5/7/68 the following persons representing the named laundries 

and dry cleaning establishments in Opelika, Alabama were shown the 10 of 
JAMES EARL RAY and were also alerted to the laundry marks ”02B-6" on red 
thermo tape and "20R-3” on white thermo tape.

Mrs. R. L. TRIMBLE, Employee, Handy One Hour Cleaners, 
515 Ermine

Mrs. DOROTHY MASTERS, Masters Launderette and Cleaners, 
200 Second Avenue

ELLIS MC CONNELL, Owner, McConnell’s One Hour Cleaners, 
821 Avenue A

JASON MIRACLE, Manager, Midway Plaza One Hour Martinizing 
Cleaners, AuburnpOpelika Highway

JIMMY BROACH, Manager, Opelika One Hour Martinizing Cleaners, 
110 South Eighth

PAUL ODOM, Owner, PaulS Cleaners, 1812 Pepperell Parkway
T. E. PETERSON, Owner, Peterson’s Cleaners, 417 Columbus Hwy.
Mrs. W. C. MC CLENDON, JR., SWISS CLEANERS, 1001 Avenue B

RHE/ 
(1)



t

TO

FROM

JOIOSIO^OI

: SAC (157-2627) (P)

: SA Raymond J. Maxwell

memo

Bishop

Dothan

Dothan

(1)

subject: MURKIN 
CR

^'OPTIONAL FORM NO.;10

date: 5/6/6B

Rememo of SAC dated 5/3/68

In accordance with instructions set forth in reference

Cleaners and Laundry

One-Hour Cleaners

Steam Laundry

Hazel Hurst Laundry and Cleaners

Merry-go-Round Cleaners

Modern Cleaners

Monarch Dry Cleaners

Spotless Cleaners

Superior Cleaners

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on. the Payroll.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

I Lt

Memorandum

on 5/6/68 SA RAYMOND J. MAXWELL exhibited WF on subject RAY at 
the following establishments in Dothan, Ala., with negative 
results. Employees at these establishments advised they will 
notify the FBI if any resembling RAY contacts their firms:

idUo
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FBI MOBILE ‘ '

FBI CLEVELAND

1213PM URGENT 5-9-63 LJL

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND NOBILE (157-2627)

FROM CLEVELAND (44-565) IP

MURKIN, CR Qn j^vcris,.

RE CLEVELAND AIRTEL TO BUREAU AND MEMPHIS, NAY EIGHT, 

BIX EIGHT, NO COPY NOBILE? AND MOBILE TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY EIGHT, 

SIX EIGHT. . ■ '

FOR INFO NOBILE, WITNESS TURNER DRUG STORE, ALLIANCE, 

OHIO, ADVISED INDIVIDUAL WHO APPEARED AT THE DRUG STORE ON MAY 

SEVEN, SIX EIGHT, AT APPROXIMATELY EIGHT THIRTY PM, WAS NOT ?

IDENTICAL TO RAY. CHIEF OF POLICE DON COWEN, NA, ALLIANCE, OHIO PD, 

ADVISED THIS DATE NO CIRCUSES OR CARNIVALS ARE OPERATING IN THE - 

ALLIANCE, OHIO AREA, AT THE PRESENT AND AS FAR AS HE KNOWS, NONE 

ARE SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE.

MOBILE AT SELMA, ALABAMA. ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND 

INTERVIEW WALLACE GREATHOUSE, ROUTE ONE, .FOR THE PROCESS OF 

ELIMINATION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.



V

F3 I 3 03 IL E

FEI 3IRWJAF

220 °" URGENT 5-9-SO JGA

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, KNOXVILLE, YEF^HIS, RICY^OID, MOBILE

FROM 3 IREI X’GHA- 44-1740

TURK IT

RENYTEL, may eight, LAST.

BEATRICE BRITTON, 4^E OF THOMAS BRITTON, JASPER, 

ALABAS, INTERVIEWED. YESTERDAY AMD SAID HO PHONE CALLS EVER 

RECEIVED 3Y HEP FROM ANY UNKNOWN MALE ASKING FOR HER HUSBAND, 

SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. ALSO STATES 

NO INDIVIDUALS CAME TO HOUSE ASKING FOR HUSBAND. .

SHE WAS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANY PHOTO OF'JAMES EARL RAY, AND 

NEVER SAW ANY' WHITE MUSTANGS IN AREA WHERE SHE AUD HUSBAND 

RESIDE. MRS. BRITTON ADVISED FROM JUNE, 

STYTYSEVEN, THROUGH JAN., STyTYEIGHT. THEIR FAMILY DTD -FT 

RESIDE AT^ME SEVFM one ZERO ALABAMA 3VE., JASPER, ALA.,.WHICH 

IS ADDRESS GIVEN DY THOMAS BRITTON TO RAY, BUT THEY DID MAINTAIN 

THE SANE TELEPHONE NUMBER RESIDENCE TN RURAL AREA OUTSIDE 

jasper, ala. Brittons had lived at a^nvs address



PA'3E TWO

PRIOR TO JURE SIXTY3EVE”, AMD MOVED’BARK FROM RURAL

RESIDENCE TO THIS SAME ADDRESS IH JAH., 5 t ytyf.T SHT. DUPTMO 

ENTIRE °!DICD SLUE WUSDAHj’S RELEASE, SHE RECALLS TWO

CALLS FOR HER HUSBAHD, ROTH FRO’ AH HMOWiO un^’AM^ mho dtD apt 

IDE'TIF^ HERSELF. ONE CALL prnrji/rn an^nT hf T'-^T—AH

TIME, LAST, UE SECH'D CALI OOE .jamhapy j ART. DUmthh pnc 

PERIOD, HER HUSBAND WAS HAFSUF OUT snnr at i c-CAl RARS TH AR^A, 

nRI'MrU, AMD MRS. TITTAH 3H TEVES CAO RR mar HOWR Hokas’ RPR 

AOAMD wA3 PO5ST3I v "O' ^YT'M ARCUMO" MJTH HHORT5 V

AFTER THIS TTMR, HF CEASED HIS jRTHXpT AMD'GOT STEADY Fsp nywraT 

OHLY TIME THOMAS 3RITT0H FEHTIOyED SUBJECT RAY WAS A FTER RECENT 

CONTACT DY FBI, WHEN HE EXPLAT O^ RTSS'-’ pg j HANTIM TO

TALK TO HIM. TTpE STATES RRTTT^m ’mv-? '^;tI"'TA AHYTIPM ABOUT 

RAY DURTM TIME RAY’S JAYE AM MOTOS JERE 3EIM SHOYN TH RExg

MEDIA. MRS. BRTTTnM STATED SHE WILL COOPERATE FULLY AMD KEEP

BIRMI’EMA” ADVISED FF AMY DtVELOPMEUTS INVOLVING HER HUSBAND

D / OR RAY.



DA8E THREE '

JOPT, HALF-A-MILE A^v, KNO^H AS THE RIVERVIEW, FROM JULY, FIFTYEIGHT 

UNTIL stXTYFOUR. EXMUS3AHD STILL OPERATING SAW PLACE. ' EPS. KEY 

UNABLE TO IDENTIFY AW PHOTO CF PAY AS PERSON EVER KNOWN TO HAVE 

FREQUENTED THE RIVERVIEW, EITHER DURING FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTY, OR 

HER PLACE, 3IKE APRIL, SIXTYSEVEW. STATES HER ’’LACE OFTEN FREQUENTED' 

3Y meh WHO WORK OH BARGES CH WARRIOR RIVER, WHICH PASSES HER FRONT A

DOOR. C.C. HAYWOOD HOT LOCATED YESTERDAY, EFFORTS BEING HADE TO ;

interview today. . .

NAMIE MITCHELL, OPERATOR OF ROSE’S ’LAE, ROUTE ONE, DORA, '

ALA., ADVISED SUE HAS HAD THIS PLACE SLICE SIXTYTHREE. IT WAS 

KF"’” AS JOHWE'S PLACE AND PARKER’S PLACE DURING PERIOD ' ■ ■ .

FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTYTHREE, AND AS MAMIE’S PLACE IN SIXTYTHREE, • 

37?n3p WI'B 'D"F ROSE’S PLACE IN SIXTYFOUR. MITCHELL UNABLE TO ’ 

IDENTIFY PHOTOS OF RAY AS INDIVIDUAL SEEN By HER.

NOTING ABOVE, AND INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ABOUT ‘ 

RAY BY THOMAS BRITTON, IT APPEARS THAT BRITTON’S INFORMATION IS , 

CORRECT, AND THAT FOR RA^ TO HAVE IDENTIFIED TO BRITTON, "WOMA 

HAYWOOD" AND TO HAVE KNOWN ABOUT TAVERN NOW KNOWN AS ROSE’S 

PLACE, WHICH WAS KNOWN TO RAv BY SOW OTHER UNRECALLED NAME, 

RAY WOULD HAVE DEFINITELY HAD TO HAVE BEEN IN AREA AND FREQUENTED 

END PAGE THREE . .



■ ■ PAS FOUR

THESE TAVERNS IN FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTH. RIVERVIEW IS IN . /

REMOTE AREA AND DOES NOT ADVERTISE. ROSE'S PLACE IS ON OLD US . , 

HIGHWAY SEVEN EIGHT, NEAR DORA, ALA. CONCERNING THE ALL-STATE ■

CAFE AND MIGHT CLUB, IDENTIFIED 3Y BRITTON AS ANOTHER PLACE I

REFERRED TO 3v RAY IN CONVERSATIONS WITH BRITTON IN PEN, THIS

IS C1 HA Tin I GAPE AO "I BUT CLUB. THE CAFE IS ON THE GROUND '

i LEVEL AND OPERATED 3Y ED AND ELEANOR HOLLIS. UNDERNEATH THE ■

CAFE IS NOTORIOUS NIGHT CLUB AND DRINKING JOINT, WHICH IS

OPERATED BY HOLLIS’ BROTHER, HAROLD HOLLIS. THIS PLACE HAS BEEN / 

IN OPERATION BY THE HOLLISES SINCE FIFTYSEVtN. BOTH ED AND

HAROLD HOLLIS' STATE PHOTOGRAPHS G^ SUBJECT NOT IDENTICAL WITH

ANY CUSTOMER KNOWN TO THEN, EITHER DURING PERIOD FIFTYSEVEN : <

THROUGH SIXTY, OR SINCE APR., SIXTYSEVEN. BOTH HOLLISES,

MAMIE MITCHELL, AMD GLADYS KEY ALL FURNISHED 10-S OF RAY, AND ' J 

ALL STATE THEY WILL COOPERATE WITH FBI, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF

REWARD OFFERED BY MEMPHIS NEWSPAPERS. ELEANOR HOLLIS AND HER ■

COOK-, MYRTLE NELSON, IN ALL-STATE CAFE, BOTH IDENTIFY SIXTY 1 

SEVEN AMD SIXTYEIGHT PHOTOS OF RAY AS PERSON THEY HAVE SEEN IN

. CAFE, BUT BOTH STATE THEY ARE UNABLE TO FURNISHE AMY OTHER INFORMATION 

WHATSOEVER ABOUT THIS INDIVIDUAL, INCLUDING DESCRIPTION ■ 

END PAGE FOUR



PAGE FIVE . . !

OR WHEW HE WAS SEEN BY THEM IN CAFE. BOTH STATE THEY. WILL GIVE I

MATTER CONSIDERABLE THOUGHT IN EFFORT TO RECALL MORE DEFINITE ’

INFORMATION. CONTACT «th THESE TWO WOMEN WILL BE MAINTAINED .

BY BIRMINGHAM. ' . ■ .

TOLL CALLS CHARGED TO. TELEPHONE OF BRITTON FOR PERIOD OCT., -

SIXT^SEVEN, TO DATE OBTAINED AS FOLLOWS: CHATTANOOGA, TENN., TWO 

SIX SIX - ONE FOUR ZERO EIGHT, CALLED OCT SEVENTEEN, TWO NINE, NOV. 

THREE, TWO SIX, TWO NINE, FEB. FOUR, ELEVEN, MARCH FOURTEEN, FIFTEEN, . ■ 

SIXTEEN, TWENTY, LAST; JEFFERSON CITY, MO., SIX THREE SIX - EIGHT '

FIVE ONE ZERO, CALLED OCT. THREE, LAST; COLLECT CALL APR. FOUR, ’

LAST, RECEIVED’FROM HOPEWELL, VA., FOHR FIVE EIGHT - FOUR SIX ONE FIVE 

MONROEVILLE, ALA., SEVEN FOUR THREE - SEVEN TWO THREE SIX CALLED • ■

DEC. SIX LAST. . '

MOBILE, RICHMOND, KANSAS' CITY, AND KNOXVILLE, IDENTIFY ONLY 

SUBSCRIBERS .OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS IN YOUR AREA, AS LISTED ABOVE, AND ' 

CONDUCT INDICES CHECK AND DISCREET INQUIRY. DO NOT INTERVIEW, AT 

THIS TIME, AS SUCH MIGHT COMPROMISE OR ANTAGONIZE THOMAS BRITTON, 

WHO IS BEING DEVELOPED AS SOURCE. B IRMINGHAM, W ILL CONDUCT SIMILAR ■ 

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING CALLS MADE TO TELEPHONES LOCATED IN 

DIVISION. NOTE NO CALLS MADE TO ANY TELEPHONE NUMBER KNOWN T.O HAVE - 

BEEN ACCESSIBLE TO PAv. , '

END . . ■

CRS . . . .

FBI MOBILE . '
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CALLS FROM PUBLIC TELEPHONES
INTERSTATE 10, DECEMBER 15-17, 196?

'v'._ng investigation was conducted by SA

. y 7; 1968, Mr. WALTER FRIDAY, Administrator, 
CTuj a Jescial Hospital, Butler, Alabama, advised that tele­
phone nmoer 459-2461 has been assigned to that hospital for 
several years. He said that he has no knowledge concerning 
any telephone calls received at this hospital from Grange, 
Texas, or any out-of-state calls in December 1967, as such 
calls received by the hospital are not centrally recorded. 
He said that he could not recall any patient at the hospital 
who might logically have received any telephone calls from 
Orange, Texas. FRIDAY advised that he checked with several 
clerical employees of the hospital who served at varying 
times on telephone duty but none could recall any long dis­
tance 5 from the State of Texas.

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBERT D. CAMPBELL: ’

On May 8, 1968, Mr. CHARLES B. STEPHENS, Semmes 
Nursery, Semmes, Alabama, advised that he has had telephone 
number 342-1435 for a long time and that during the middle 
of December 1967, he had received a call at the Nursery from 
a customer by the name of PATFIELD, who called from Houston, 
Texas. He said that PATFIELD had a short time before gone 
into the nursery business and was then making most of his 
telephone calls from public telephones.

On May 8, 1968, WILLIAM T. HODGES, 1107 Hannon
F?^ 1 T’- 'Latama, advised that he has had telephone 
r ' , 140 for the past ten years. He said that he 
ocareHwcolir drives a truck moving furniture for Bekins Van 
I,ari co December 16, 1967, he was war-pus Christi, 
Texas,, -a: a.r residence of a sisuer-in’-aa. He recalled the 
data as .-n-s his sister-in-law’s birthday, and on that 
occasion, he called his wife in Mobile from Corpus Christi♦

SEAKHED^-jUNOEXEL 
SERlALIZEtX^L H LEft^

MAY 9 1968
FBI —MOBILE



MO T'z'-

He shst h? had not made any phone calls from Houston, 
Tonhome In Mobile at any time.

Won WILLIAM To HODGES advised that the only long 
distance call she received in Mobile in December 196? was

, id in Corpus Christi, Texas. She said that 
shu v a call from the Houston, Texas, area.

The Mobile telephone number 479-7378 is issued to 
. restaurant and Lounge, Highway 90. Inquiry

al the Lounge on May 8, 1968, reflected that the manager of 
during December’ 1967 was FRANCES PATRONAS, 

who is now located in Bel Air Apartments, Mobile.

On Ma’/ 9, 1968, Mrs. FRANCES PATRONAS, Apartment 
140, Bel Air Apartments, advised that she recalls receiving 
no telephone calls at Captain Pete’s Restaurant and Lounge 
from the State of Texas during December 19^7 and could fur­
nish no information concerning any such calls. .

MARGARET GRIFFIN and MW tEATHERELL, waitresses at Captain 
Pete’s i.m-ant and Lounge during December 1967, were lo­
cated through Mrs. PATRONAS. MARGARET GRIFFIN could recall 
no telephone calls from the State of Texas. MARY WEATHERELL 
advised she recalls a man who had been a customer at this 
Lounge on a number of occasions, name not recalled, and she 
seems to recall that this customer had received a phone call 
one night from a girl friend from Texas. The call she has 
recollection of was definitely a personal call from a girl 
friend.. She said that this man is a traveling salesman who 
had been coming through Mobile on a number of occasions in 
the past and had frequently stopped in at this Lounge.

These persons were shown photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAY but could not Identify any of the photographs as being 
similar to anycna seen by them in the past.



5/9/®

MOEL AIR WII

TOs SAC* WMS (##-1907)

TOMt SAC, MOBILE (157*^7)(P)

SJB^i
(OOt MEMPHIS)

CALLS FW? ^tt® TELEPHONES 
Iffiffi^tMS^L.

Bfmsw is wade to Bute airtel to the Bureau 
5/3/®«

Enclosed for Mwjtli are 2$ eo## ©f an Iwrt 
and for Howtm# two copies,, setting forth the malto of 
the investIgation in the Mobile Div. ©morning the four 
telephone numbers listed to referenced Houston alrtel*

1®J®>!^®*
2-Mw#i8 (Enos. 25)
2-Mm»t® (##-1509)(Enea. 2) 
^Mobile

1^7'2^617'



0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date: May 7, 1968 j
Transmit the following in ___________ ________________________________________________ ■___________ —

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL________  _ ___________ :__________ __________________________ _______ ___
(Priority)

All SACs and LEGATs

Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
OO: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

The Bureau has designated Memphis as office of origin in this case.

You were previously advised that leads in this Top Ten Fugitive case 
- must be handled within 24 hours. The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Houston, 

Jackson, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleans, St. Louis, and Springfield 
Offices are to prepare the results of their investigation to date in report form, 
not as an insert. At such time as the amount of investigation in these field 
offices does not appear to warrant individual reports, advise the Bureau and 
office of origin that inserts being prepared in future in lieu of reports, UACB.

All other offices will record the results in appropriate form and 
transmit 15 copies of each to the office of origin for inclusion in reports 
submitted by the Memphis Office. Should investigation increase in any such 

.. area warranting submission of individual report, do so and advise the Bureau 1 » 
and Memphis. .

; LEGATs are to submit results of investigation which can be
disseminated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. Any 
administrative data which cannot be disseminated is to be set forth in the 
administrative section of your transmittal communication. Look-alikes and 
other leads resolved and reported by cablegram or other communication need 
not be rereported as copies of these communications are being forwarded office 
of origin by the Bureau for administrative handling of the case.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.



In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

UNliED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Post Wlce-Box 2128
Mobile, Alabama. 36601 

May 10, 1968“

RE; JAMES EARL RAY, also known, as 
Eric Starves Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and 
James O'Conner 

Deax15 Six1:

You have.previously, been furnished with information 
concerning the above named individual who is. a badly.wanted 
fugitive being sought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Enclosed herewith for you are two additional photo­
graphs of James.. Earl Ray, one taken during 1967 In Mexico , 
and the other taken in late January or early February, 1968 
in California.

It will be appreciated If you will use these photo­
graphs in giving additional publicity to this fugitive.

Very truly yours,

W. M. Alexander
Social Agent in Charge

Enclosures 2

75-1 each newspaper, Mobile territory 
6-1 each TV station, Mobile territory 
22- Mobile (157-2627)
JTB:gre
(83)

...INDEXED^
IflLEoS

SEARCHED;. 
serialized’

FBI —MOBILE,



Date: 5/7/68

Transmit the following in___ _____ _____ - —______ ;---------------------
(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority or Method of Maili

TO : SAC, Memphis(44-1987)

FROM : SAC, New Orleans (157-10673)(P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
(00: Memphis)

Rerep SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER dated 4/ 
Orleans.

Memphis and Atlanta can refer to pages 
24 of rerep, which sets forth a list of all gues 
gistered at the Provincial Motel, 1024 Chartres 
Orleans, La., between 12/17 and 19/67.

2 - Memphis
3 - Atlanta(44-2386)
2 - Baltimore
3 - Buffalo
3 - Chicago
2 - Cincinnati
2 - Detroit
2 - Houston
2 - Jacksonville

;.2 » Miami
2- Minneapolis

^/-Mobile / .
V2 - New York
2 - Oklahoma City

tg) I
------------------- -L. —------- -- -----T

r29/6§ at New

19 through 
ts who were re­
Street, New

3 - Pittsburgh Cz
2 - San Diego
^- Springfield ■

2 - New Orleans l
SMCtepk /

SEARCHED—4^[™®Mr 
SERIALIZED^Z^fHtEBTL/^?

MAY 101968/
FBI-MOBILE

(41) .xfe^j^'



NO 157-10673 . ■ ■

: Other Offices receiving copies of this airtel were
not furnished rerep and so the following background information 
is being set forth to assist these Offices in conducting the 
requested investigation: ■

Investigation has determined that the subject, using 
the name of ERIG GALT, left Los Angeles, Calif., on 12/15/67, 
driving his Mustang automobile, in the company of CHARLES J. 
STEIN, of Los Angeles. STEIN had formerly been a resident of 
New Orleans and the alleged purpose of this trip was for STEIN 
to pick up two children of his sister’s who were residing in 
New Orleans and return them to California. According to STEIN, 
they arrived in New Orleans on 12/17/67 and left New Orleans on 
12/19/67. STEIN stayed with relatives and investigation has 
determined that subject registered at the Provincial Motel, 
1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, on 12/17/67 as ERIC S. GALT , 
and was assigned room 126. The registration card indicated 
GALT’s automobile to be a Mustang bearing Alabama license 
1-38993 and his address as 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Ala. The subject, as GALT, stayed at the motel until 12/19/67 
when he checked out.

Interviews of motel employees in regards to the 
subject have been negative in that they cannot recall him.

There is set forth under a caption for each Office 
the identity or identities of persons staying at the Provincial 
Motel from 12/17 through 19/67. The identities of these persons 
were obtained from the motel registration cards as well as other 
information which is set forth under the name. The date 
listed under each name is the date the individual or individuals 
stayed at the motel. Each Office should locate and interview 
these individuals for any knowledge or contact they may h$ve 
had with the subject. Various photographs of JAMES EARL RAT, , 
which have been furnished to all Offices, should be displayed 
to these individuals to ascertain if they recall RAY.

In order to Assist Memphis, the Office of Origin in 
this matter, each Office should set forth the results of this 
investigation in report form with copies of the reports desig­
nated for the Bureau and Memphis.

' 2 ' .



NO 157-10673

In the preparation of these reports, it is suggested 
that an appropriate predication for this part of the invest!- 
gation be utilized in the details prior to reporting the results 
of contacts with these individuals. As an example, the follow­
ing information might be used for this predications

Information was Received from the New Orleans
Office of the FBI that (insert name and address 
of person) had registered on (insert date) at 
the Provincial Motel, 1024 CThartres Street, 
New Orleans, Louisiana.

Of course, if any pertinent information is developed 
as a result of these contacts, this information should be brought 
to the attention of the Bureau and Memphis by the most expidi- 
tious 'means. ■ ■ .

Each Office is reminded that previous Bureau instruc­
tions are that leads in captioned matter should be covered 
within 24 hours.

ATLANTA . ; ' ■ ' ; ' . ■ '

RAY EASTERWOOD .
139 Briar Lane, Atlanta, Ga.
-Room 219 - \ ' ; ; \
One in Party 
12/18/67

E. D. ELLIOTT
1610 Southland Circle, N.W.,

. Atlanta, Ga. ' / ■ ' ■
Room 202 ' ;
One in party 
12/19/67

N. R. HINEC
1610 Southland Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

■ . ' One in party ■ ■: ■ ■.
12/19/67 . .



NO 157-10673

Mr. and Mrs. R. C. MATTHEWS, JR.
2126 Mobry Road, Northeast
Atlanta, Ga.'' ' ' : '
Car - Pontiac, Georgia license 2511476
Room 214
Two in party'. ■ < ■. ■ ■ • :
12/19/67

BALTIMORE

Mr. and Mrs. Waldorf Plitcher
10820 Georgia Avenue
Wheaton, Maryland
Car - Chevrolet, Maryland license AE 2099
Room 225
Two in party 
12/18/67

BUFFALO

Mr. and Mrs. CUTTEN J. CARLSON .
200 Collinworth Drive
Rochester, New York
Room 222 .
Two in party
12/17/67

Mr. and Mrs. VINTON P. OSTRANCHER
126 Meadow Lane
Buffalo, New York
Car - Cadillac, New York license TP 3035
Room 207
Two in party . .
12/19/67

4



NO 157-10673

CHICAGO ' ' ■ \ .

Mr. and Mrs. WENDELL H. BINE
P. 0. Box 975, Evanston, Ill.
Car - Pontiac, Illinois license 85299
Room 215 
12/18/67

EMIL F. MEIER 
2514 Pioneer Road 
Evanston, Ill. ■
Car - Buick, Illinois license BX 1449
Room 211
Two in party 
12/19/67

CINCINNATI . • ;

GERSON POLASKY
123 North McNichen 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
12/18/67

DETROIT

Mr. and Mrs. W. G. PINKER 
2261 Rolling Green Road 
Saginaw, Michigan
Car - Oldsmobile - Michigan license LP 5907 
Room 118
Two in party
12/18/67 - 12/23/67

HOUSTON . ■ . . -

Mr. and Mrs. N. M. JONES, JR.
213 Hutcheson, Houston, Texas
License - Texas MYN 249
Room 106 
Two in party 
12/19/67 \ j

5



NO 157-10673

JACKSONVILLE

G. L. POSTLETWAIT
General Delivery, Daytona Beach, Fla.
Car - Dodge, California license VF 451
Room 214
Two in party
12/18/67

MIAMI

W. H. RUNGLER (?)
2899 Columns Avenue, Miami, Fla.
Car - Cadillac, Florida license 1WW11380 
12/18/67

MINNEAPOLIS

Mr. and Mrs. E. S. KNUTH 
514 Ebony, Duluth, Minn. 
Room 112 
Two in party 
12/17/67

MOBILE

Mrs. HENRY J^SHERRILL
301 Woodland Avenue 
Kobile7“naBmF~'
Room 117
Two in party .— 
12/17/67 _

'Lt. Col. WILLIAM P. FISHER
610 A Seventh Street
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama
Car - Pontiac, Alabama license 3-2541
Room 108
Two in party 
12/19/67

6



NO 157-10673

NW YORK

Dr. and Mrs. DAVID L. ROSNER 
87 Soundview Drive 
Port Jefferson, New York 
Car - Oldsmobile - New York license 
Room 101 
Two in party 
12/18/67

OKLAHOMA CITY

Mr. and Mrs. MIKE EPPLES 
1231 South Owasso 
Tulsa, Oklahoma
License - Oklahoma D8762
Room 231 
Two in party 
12/18/67

PITTSBURGH

GORDON WELLMAN 
132 Forest Court 
Irwin, Pennsylvania 
Room 110 
12/19/67

AUSTIN L. CONWAY
3.28 Highland Pines Drive
Pittsburgh 37, Pennsylvania
Room 102 
One in party 
12/19/67

SAN DIEGO

STEVE FULLER
4077 Hamilton Street, San Diego, Calif.
Car - Volkswagen, California license VOD 912 
Room 109, two in party, 12/18/67

7



NO 157-10673

SPRINGFIELD

ROBERT A. GONEY, Judge
311 Fayette Street
Peoria, Illinois
Car - Buick, Illinois license 3281
Room 212
Three in party 
12/17/67

NEW ORLEANS

JOE PARISH
Belle Chasse, Louisiana
Room 108 
12/18/68

A. A. CASBARIAN
716 Governor Nichols
New Orleans, Louisiana
Car - Jaguar, Louisiana license 29B986
Room 205
Two in party 
12/19/67.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

8



FBI MOBILE

FBI NORFOLK

9-16 AM URGENT 5/10/6?

Tq Mq^T|f AS.TQ PHU A"FI PHI A

FROM NORFOLK (44-268) 2P

HURKW
SUSPECT ”USN3. AKA PnPPRT 1 . Mnnpr. A

ON MAY NINE LAST, DAVID HAVES, STRICKLAND'S ESSO ■

SERVICE STATION, LASKIN RD., VIR3INIA BEACH, V4. , ADVISED

THAT AN INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING JAMES EARL RAY CAME INTO - i

HIS SERVICE STATION DRIVING A NINETEEN SIXTY GREEN FOUR-DOOR

OLDSMOBILE SEARING SIXTYEIGHT ALABAMA LKENSEJIVE

NINE DASH FOUR ZERO SIX FIVE. ' LI MS LIB DESCRIBED 3Y. THREE ^^

ATTENDANTS AS GENERALLY FITTING DESCRIPTION OF'RAY AS

PER MOST RECENT PHOTOGRA-H OF RAY WITH SUNGLASSES TAKEN-

UNSUB SUSPECT
USED HUMBLE OIL AND REFINING CREDIT CARD’ NO.

THREE’ FIVE FOUR DASH SEVEN THREE THREE DASH EIGHT

MIME TUG DASH FIVE IN THE MAME OF ROBERT L. MOORE TO MAKE 

HIS PURCHASE. HAYES ADVISED THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER UNKNOWN 

SUSPECT LEFT STATION HAYES RECALLED A REWARD FLYER HAD BEEN



PAGE TWO ■

ISSUED ON SAID CREDIT CARD. ■

MOBILE AT MONTGOMERY ALA., DETERMINE REGISTRANT OF ' 

SIXTYEIGHT ALABAMA LICENSE FIVE NINE DASH FOUR ZERO SIX FIVE 

AND DEVELOP AMY INFO.

. PHILADELPHISA AT BALA CYWD, . PA. , CONTACT '

HUMBLE OIL AND REFINING CO RE DETAILS SUW’ni*I3 REWARD FLYER ON 

INSTANT CREDIT CARD. ; '

NORFOLK WILL CONTINUE INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE INSTANT

UNKNOT! SUSPECT. . AIR MAIL COPY MEMPHIS.

- ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END. ^_ - ;

FLK

FBI MOBILE ' '

3 ■



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Transmit the following in

Date: 5/10/68 
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

FROM MOBILE (157-2627)

MURKIN, CR. 00: ME

THE FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM NORFOLK BY TELETYPE THIS

DATE. .

RE SUSPECT UNSUB, AKA ROBERT^/ MOORE.

ON MAY NINE LAST, DAVID HAYES, STRICKLAND'S ESSO SERVICE 

STATION, LASKIN RD., VIRGINIA BEACH, VA., ADVISED THAT AN 

INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING JAMES EARL RAY CAME INTO HIS SERVICE 

STATION DRIVING A NINETEEN SIXTY GREEN FOUR-DOOR OLDSMOBILE 

BEARING SIXTYEIGHT ALABAMA LICENSE FIVE NINE DASH FOUR ZERO 

SIX FIVE. UNSUB DESCRIBED BY THREE ATTENDANTS AS GENERALLY 

FITTING DESCRIPTION OF RAY AS PER MOST RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF 

RAY WITH SUNGLASSES TAKEN IN MEXICO.

UNSUB SUSPECT USED HUMBLE OIL AND REFINING CREDIT CARD 

NO. THREE FIVE FOUR DASH SEVEN THREE THREE DASH EIGHT NINE TWO 

DASH FIVE IN THE NAME OF ROBERT L. MOORE TO MAKE HIS PURCHASE. 

END PAGE ONE



F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _
(Priority)

MO 157-2627

PAGE TWO

SAID CREDIT CARD.

AND DEVELOP ANY INFO.

AND REFINING CO RE DETAILS

INSTANT CREDIT CARD.

NORFOLK WILL CONTINUE

UNKNOWN SUSPECT. AIR MAIL COPY MEMPHIS.

THIS LICENSE

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END.

HAYES ADVISED THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER UNKNOWN SUSPECT LEFT

STATION HAYES RECALLED A. REWARD FLYER HAD BEEN ISSUED ON

MOBILE AT MONTGOMERY ALA. DETERMINE REGISTRANT OF

SIXTYEIGHT ALABAMA LICENSE FIVE NINE DASH FOUR ZERO SIX FIVE

PHILADELPHIA AT BALA CYNWYD, PA., CONTACT HUMBLE OIL

SURROUNDING REWARD FLYER ON

INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE INSTANT

IS FOR ST. CLAIR COUNTY COVERED BY

BIRMINGHAM. BIRMINGHAM HANDLE LEAD SET FORTH FOR MOBILE.

AM COPIES N0RBDLK, MEMPHIS AND PHILADELPHIA.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

D^e: 5/IO/68 I

Transmit the following in ______________ PLAINTEXT _______________________________ |
(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via TELETYPE URGENT |
(Priority) ।

TO: BUREAU (44-38861), BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) AMD

MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: MOBILE (157-2627)

MURKIN. 00 ME.

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL TO THE BUREAU, TWELVE TWENTY PM, 

MAY NINE INSTANT.

MONROEVILLE, ALA. TELEPHONE NUMBER SEVEN FOUR THREE

SEVEN TWO THREE SIX, SUBSCRIBED TO BY BOYD RAY, HILLEY, TWO 

ZERO EIGHT DENNIS ST., MONROEVILLE, ALA. PD AND SO, MONROEVILLE, 

NEGATIVE RE HILLEY BUT BELIEVES HAS GOOD REPUTATION. OFFICE

INDICES NEGATIVE. HILLEY EMPLOYED AS SUPERVISOR AT ARVIN

INDUSTRIES, MONROEVILLE, ALA. P

ACMscrb
(!) C^P ^7-2^77^a

Approved: W/H A Sent UP) A'^4 Per-----^^-----------



MO 15'' - -

311111strSt

1968, Mr. GEORGE AVERITT, Community 
‘ l^n Government Street, Mobile,

■ • 1 h ms files reflect that JAMES EARL RAY
- - ■ - - ~f on. March 12, 1968. The file

a avy serial number 8932863, was 5’11”
age 16, 180 pounds, had. brown eyes and

; sy l r ' , iis.t8d as welder and his residence
ornery, Alabama.

. ha., he has no personal recollection
of this individual giving blood and is not in a position to 
oy t if-uki . ' ndividual actually showed Navy identifi­
cation at > • • ,u>e he gave blood.

On May 3, 1968, Mr. M. L. GRIFFIN, ¥ice President, 
woelfff Materials Company, Mobile, Alabama, advised that 

’"If 3 r pay5 311 May Street, Montgomery, Alabama, had worked 
■ Mobile as a welder from February 26, 1968, 

through fe. n 11, 1968^yvoluntarily quiting. This man was 
a white male, born ~^^at-Cianton, Alabama. He

0 fecial SecurityLMumper | RAY claimed to have
orved' in the U. So Navy from 1943 to 1946.

• 11 advised that this individual had left
. u- v^iployment and had a small amount of money due him- in 
wages which money was sent to him in care of his home address 
tn Montgomery, Alabama. The check sent to this address was not 
returned to Radcliff feterials Company.'

from this
j > ' ). 1968, GRIFFIN’S company received a letter 
j^'f ir.'al using a return address of Sheriff’s Office, 

- ^tng that money due him from his em-
■ ■ of the Sheriff’s Office at

- ' 1; e advised

1



MO 157-2627 
2

that JAMES EARL RAY* who was arrested at Wheatland, Wyoming, 
April 96^ on a bad check charge, had been checked out 
as of April <25, 1968a The FBI Identification Division advised 
from fingerprints, that he is not the JAMES EARL RAY being 
sought o



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/9/6$

Dranamit the follow';::’ i

Al' 1

CT^ne in plcnn^ext or cade) ’

AlHMAiL______________ !
(Priority) ।

TO: SACj MEMPHIS (44-19^7)

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (P)

SUBJECT F^'TN

(Bh Memphis)

RE: JAMES EARL RAT 
311 MAT STREET 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

Reference is made to Mobile teletype to Denver, 
AM copy to Memphis, 5/3/6$, requesting investigation con­
cerning the above captioned individual who reportedly was 
in jail in Wheatland, Wyoming. ,

By letter dated 5/4/6$, Denver advised -that 
the fingerprints of this individual had been sent to the 
Bureau and Denver had been advised that he is not identical 
with fugitive RAY. Accordingly, no further investigation 
is being made concerning him.

Enclosed herewith are 25 copies of an investigative 
insert reflecting investigation of JAMES EARL RAY, 311 
May St., Montgomery, Ala. .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

(Encs. 25)

Searche 
Serialized. 
Indexed— 
Filed™.

Approved: Sent _____ __________ M Per__________________
Special Agent in Charge



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

'|tfew Photos Released Of 

Inspected Mur derer

llow)

afflagihS 3 -4 __ _ ______________ - * 8 —*-------------- 1 " “ .■ .- ----
•WASHINGTON rmS ■ ii;-^ Ray, who escaped from prison“ 1,16 "Aptil 23, 1967, by hiding in a

‘ truck, is wanted by the FBI for 
illegal flight to avoid prosecu-1 
tjon, in Tennessee for King’s I 

murder. "

FBI ’ distributed Tuesday two 
rityre-photographs of the ac- 
egOfflerofDr. Martin Lutjji-

ng—one of,, them “an ® 
It good likeness.” '

WAtr n ■ ,. £/ouUb& ui ddines
1 ^f ̂> alias Eric Starvp

.^alt, gif ."escaped convict ac- 
cjisedof Shooting King to death 

^-Memphis April 4.
i - The “extremely gqods

ph of Rg® in a business suit and 
‘tie and shows almost his All 
face, taken in Igte January or 
early February somewhere* in 
California. 7 . ,

The other, which the FBI said 
was taken last November some­
where. in Mexico, shows him 
wearing sun glasses and what 
appears to be a white sports 
shirt. The FBI said Ray is 
known to wear sun glasses, fre­
quently.

The two new photographs— 
the FBI refused to say where or 
hoV they were obtained—will be 
displayed throughout the coun­
try along with three other pic­
tures of Ray which now appear 
on FBI’s wanted posters.

One of the earlier photogra­
phs was taken when Ray was 
graduated from bartending 
school in Los Angeles early this 
year.. His. eyes were closed 
when the shutter snapped, but 
they were sketchpd/in byan 

’FBI artist. The picture shows 
him wearing a white shirt and 
bbck bow tie.

, The other two photographs 
were made when Ray entered 
the Missouri State Prison in 
i960 to serve a 20-ypar sentence 
for armed robbery.

The civil rights leader was 
shot to death oif a motel bal­
cony, apparently by a rifleman- 
200 feet away in a rooming 
house bathroom.

Thirteen days later the FBI 
announced it had issued a war­
rant for Galt, but after checkin# 
some 53,000 fingerprints, the 
FjBI said two days afterwards, 
that Galt and Ray were the 
same man.

Ray was added to the FBI’s

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
Page 9A, ’’THE MOBILE 
REGISTER”, Mobile, 
Alabama.

list of 10 most wanted criminals 
April 20. There have been re-1 
ports of the search extending to [ 
various foreign countries, 'in-1 
eluding Australia, "and authoriti­
es along the U.S. borders have 
■been alerted to watch for him. ’

RAY STILL SOUGHT—The Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion released these two .photographs Ttiesday in Washing­
ton, identified as two additional pictured of James Earl 
Ray who is being sought in connection with the slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr; The FBI said the picture of 
Ray wearing dark glasses was taken-,in Mexico in 
her 1967, while the one of Rhy jd^g. " ‘Ines*'

Date: 5/8/68
Edition: Morning
Author:

Editor:

Title: ”2 NEW PHOTOS 
RELEASED OF SUSPECTED 
MURDERER”.
Character: RM

or

Classi fication: 157-2627-
Submitting Office: MOBILE

| | Being Investigated

.INDEXED,SEARCHED.
SERIALIZED—4/£Fll.ED._^

MAY101968
FBI —MOBILE



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 ■

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC (157-2627) (P) date: 5/10/68

SA R. GERARD ROBINSON

subject: MURKIN
(00: ME)

Re Mobile Memo, dated 5/3/68.

On 5/8/68, the following persons who operate 
the only cleaning establishments in Jackson, Ala., were 
shown photographs of the laundry mark that appeared on 
Subject RAY’s clothing. They were also shown a group of 
photographs of RAY. They advised they would remain alert 
for the subject or any cleaning or laundry bearing this 
laundry mark.

JOHN L. QUINN 
1-A Cleaners 
115 Carroll St.;

ROBERT L. BUMPER
Joy One-Hour Cleaners;

LEON MC INTYRE
Mac’s Spotless Cleaners 
101 Monroe;

Re Memo to All SRAs, dated 4/25/68.

This memorandum requested that WFs and 10s be 
exhibited to TV stations and hippie rooming houses. There 
are no TV stations or hippie rooming houses in Jackson, Ala.

RGR:agf
(1) w

5010-108-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



File - Serial Charge Out
FD-5 (Rev. 12-15-60)

Employee

RECHARGE Date---------------- ;--------------

To__ ________________________________________s___ ______ From___________________ '________ ___

Date charged

Employee

Location
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fbi ;

Date: 5/8/68 I
I

Transmit the following in -------------------------------------------- :-------------—------------------------------- 1
(Type in plaintext or code) 1

Via_______AIRTEL___________________________________ [
(Priority) ।

TO: SAC, MOBILE (157-2627)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

MURKIN

Re Mobile airtel to Memphis 5/1/68*

Enclosed for Mobile are the following:

1. Ancillary Will proceedings on the will of 
EDITH R, THOMPSON, deceased, filed in Houston County, 
Alabama. (Will originally probated Greene County, Missouri. 
Mrs. THOMPSON was formerly EDITH RAY.)

2. Microfilmed copies of deeds showing signatures 
of different heirs of Mrs. EDITH R. THOMPSON, deceased.

3. Copy of deed signed by Mrs. FLORENCE MARTIN 
and DELBERT MARTIN, Springfield, Missouri.

4. Copy of deed dated September 7, 1957, listing 
heirs of EVA UTLEY.

The enclosures have been reviewed and do not 
indicate any connection with the subject of this case, 
JAMES EARL RAY.

In accordance with request of contributor, 
these documents should be returned by the Mobile Division.



MO 157-2627 
1

SHR-alg

SUSPECT HAROLD EDWARD NICHOLS, 
ALSO KNOWN AS HAL NICHOLS

The following Investigation was conducted' by SA 
SPENCER H. ROBB at Montgomery, Alabama, on May 7, 1968:

Miss JANET COCHERIGAN, Bookkeeper, Midtown Holiday 
Inn, advised she could not locate the registration card; how­
ever, her Folio No. 1919 reflects HAL NICHOLS was a guest of 
that motel the night of February 25, 1968, paying in advance 
for a party of one.

ED HAILS, Manager, Town £laza Motel, advised his 
registration card could not be located; however, his dally 
register of guests reflects HAL NICHOLS, his wife and child 
were guests of that motel on the night of March 2, 1968.



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC,M0BIK( 157-2627) 

aTT: SA BOSTON

FROM : _

DATE: 5/9/68

subject: ?®TTN

On 5/9/68 J.S. BALINT, Central Records Bureau, Montgomery PD and 
j.B. JOLLY, Identification Officer, Alabama DPS, advised they have bhecked their 
latent print files and have not been able to identify any of the prints with those 
of TAmBS EARL RAY. " '

SHR/

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108-01




