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N ﬁfarm sanhnttan Stroet,

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT er msrrcxaj;} S

ME{?ERAL BUREAU GF INVEST[@ATION

* ANKCHYMOUS ACCUSATICN ALLEGING i
PARTICIPATION C¥ RAYHOND POLACCG
m &gsm xzm'zw_ CF VARTIN wm m:a, JR‘ 8

eutitla&_ »

¥

A cmck af tm C;ty D&mat&ry ef —~ mi&:{a

. E‘exaa, failed to reveal sa addrozs ©f 1918 Eoyth Eaanhattaa}

Etyoet or the pame of JUE GRIFFIN, The City ﬁiﬁeﬁ&ry
did yeveal & J, E, Griffin, Painter, msiding at 1&13

Gperatbr Yo, 2&, aarum Cm&it %smmkim
91;, Taylor Stroet, on karch 17, 1969, advised ihat Jehanie
E, Griffip, 1513 Mrth Mauhattan Btreot, had been Enown
te their files since July of 1988, and m Treportedly

employed ag & housd piinter. Thoe vame of his wife vog
- shown 28 Judy but file algo contained informaticn that

. Griffin b‘ml :.usa for cs:zmrea fron Judy on ammry s,

Ca Mareh 17* 1969, M. ‘Jahmzza Ernest Oriitin, %

1013 :@ém Monhattan Street, Amarillo, Texas, was intere
© . viewed at his place of employment, tho Astoria Park
ﬁg}armmtsg Amﬁlm. ’tems._ﬁ &rﬁﬁn advised that oa

"mis dometst containa naitaer SoREbnda-
. tioms nor conclusions of the ¥FBl. - It is
the property of the F0I snd is loaned to
~ ybur agency} it and its contenis are :
ml‘. to be dmtﬂbawd mtsiﬁe. yoar ngency
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ey g By A 2o s g < e Siime e e

" % CIPATICH, G RATHOID

. Jowsston, “cane io Aumrilio, and 1ived vith thom until,

YO 's m&?lﬂﬁ nx.aa::sma

O 1N ASBASLNATION *?f?
wmx wrm &xm, JR'

J&Rﬁ@ry @& 1‘3&3, ﬁgs ﬁﬁ*‘ ‘“m’ m* LA ( )

Hay of 1968, He adviced tint ske has aow ﬂw ta bey

rlis
Jobhuston, 1w enployed as 2 fmaa fgzr the Gity ai '»

i Mi@am, Georgia.

Je aévised that the mother of Charile Ja&am

C 2% Mt ﬂ‘ ﬁ\ %Mt@k; 594 Kiau ﬁmt; &tlﬂﬁta‘ '

o Georzis, He stated that ome tiwse at Amarillio shﬁa ‘ﬁmd’a
Jdohestoa was dmmk, she stated th&t m :rgabhand, ,

- Chsrlie Johuston, Lad runm over a Hogre :
Bim. Ohe siated that her hushand xm! n;xma 8 Negre for
Erer but tast Ber sother in lew got 316,500.00 for :

boy and kﬁ.l&ﬁ

shooting ¥artin luther Kiag., Ue ststed that he did net

L kmozcwhother this wss ¢Fus o nok, bat that m. é&k&at@n it
. #id shout that tize s@:aé 'ﬁ*amia J@&mtﬁn about $2
| pay Is¥ & gar.

,*3&% .f&ﬂ o

| Griffin aﬁvmaé tkat 811 of his wim’a fmny o
ﬁail bhia Joo Griffin. Be stated timt his wifo, Judy

© Griffia, loft him about:October, 15638, and mtﬁmd t@ Sa 4
Atlonta, Georgia, where she vesides with 8 sister, .
- Lobornh Blackutn, At 834-C Coniedervate Couyis, Miwta,n S PR
© Geerpis, o sdvised that thexe is presently = court
: «ﬁﬁﬁi mmg on for the custody of thelr thr

6 ehildmn. e

U 6r£:t£m a@ﬁwd that he was in Ietlasz:a 3uat
pofore Christeas of 1963, snd that Deborsh Blacksan
told hin that lrs, Johmston had received apother "big

" pay ofi* in the lartin Luther Eing otse, ond thst this

"pay off” bad bocn made by Kaymomd Polacco, He advised

. that he had never mot this Baymond Polaxcco but that he ¢
. was going with &erxssm mscm at the ts.ne tka: e wag -

iﬂ ﬁ»t mt&o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

. husband sng that they reside at 813 - Apartmont B, Eloize
Courte, Atlanta, Georgls, and that the busband, Cha :




[y

o izm'. BCE MARKS,™

. worked in & drug stors, Ehe said that Polacco was
attwﬁins miwei mwwaam in Atmta. o

s w::za aevim th‘at he mmm Mruln, T
m, and that on Janoayy 28, 1968, ao :m:.m u -

: wxagms which reed ss follows:

“Desr’ Bir: I would like to get ia mea
' ,ﬁulx you corcarning your family. It is impors

 tast. I would like for you te reply back to

©  the Atlmmta Hain Office, ses
sunbe¥, '

ading your telae
m vay er the -

" gritfin 2dviged that .m aam; a ﬁa»lema back .
ﬁ::aishmg his phope nasber and the next day received
n telophons cail fres BEaywond Polacce frem Atlants,
Seprpis, Polacos aéﬁ&aﬁ that ho understood that @ :
Griffin wne lcoking for evidence to indicate idat his wiza
‘wng moraily wnfit to have the childroa and ststed that

he would secure pictures of his wife in the nude or in bed B

-with some man £f Grifiin would pay hiam $500,08, He

- ingicated to Griffin that bhe was sn fovestigator sad .
told Griffin that Yo eould be mched nt Atmm zam
phoae punber 4&1«-3@1*?23?. . :

2% Gritzin ‘advised tkat he cailea %nm bmk az
tﬁ&s EBuaboyr uad talbkeod with a wonan whose msse he nﬁéar-
gtood to ‘e "Callovay”. She sdvised that Polacco did mot’
iive at that adﬁna& ‘but that she hahm% for the four }asar.j
o1id daughter of Polacto,  She gaid that Polaceo lived ‘
“doen the sireet™ snd advised that uhe lived at 4550

Ridgearest Drive, E£ho siated that Polacco was & eaw. ,
27 yeers ef nge, vas pot ouployed, but had = wife vhe

' Griffin sus then asked 1f he wrots g;[ ; m
to the z‘xtmatx ‘Constitution, Atlantm, Ceoxgin, nbout
this Batter an& espkatieany denied wz‘ztxag such &

-

TN L
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si CEReT . X G % : 7 : . “ : AR
R o e ) b . . S “a I PEa \/ -

- AENSHYECUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
F%ﬁ_ ICIPATION OPF RAYEOND
| pOLACCO IN ASSASIGATICN OF o
mmm m&e& xxzm. JR.

“letter., Be stated that &ll that he knew about the i
Hartin lolbsy King aszassination bhad come from seubers
of his wifs's fasily end that he hnow mtmgg of hta
ol mnges:g& a@at the paiter.

. %ﬂ &aruh 17, 1863, ¥, Dee E:iuar, Attcmwy _
6% Lav, FTisk Bullding, Tighth and Polk Sixeels Aesarins;
Rezas, gﬁﬁ%é that Lo ropressnted Jebhanie B, Grifiin
Cin o8 diverces-znd ¢kild cupiledy suil spuninst his fovsor E
wife, Judy Grifgim, of Atiants, e@nrgia‘ - Ko ndvised that
e ¢ld yecedve & call froa 8 gan asoed Saysond, last pase
55 3% wiver, Irves Atisade, ﬁmmﬁa, advising that be would
somprosizing phoiograpta of Judy Griffin for ﬁﬁa&
child custody “matter .im: $605 .08, Killer advise
thio calley elalzed (o L 20 iaweaﬁgatnr bat
2 ‘%a & that it was jxzediately appareat to haim that
erller was not sa imms*iga%z’ gince he did not
wn have 8 ofrera and wanted an ndvancee g0 that he coeuld
¥ Luy A ¢aners, #Eiller told this oslleoy that they wors
el fntorested in m.:m 8 gyopesition, :

Ny, ¥iller advised that there was a heﬁriug

at Amsrillie, Texas, on Jeavary 24, 1868, in the child
eusiody nafter asd that Grirfin B&d ig&*aisﬁeé hin sopo
letters from sa “Aunt Eila™ fvom Decatury. Georgia, which
lotiers dogeribod the inuoxsl Lhehaviouwr ot Judy Griifin
wiile in‘Atiscte, Lo sdvised thst he subpoensed thim
persnn to thn hosrisg and attempled to Introdace the

. il=etters but “awat Flla™ denioed writing such letters and
atated sho convincad his that sbe did aot write the
letters., Ho stated that he aeccused Criffin of zgmparmg
the letters fxos "Sunt Ella” ot he donled it, ¥p,
¥iller névised that in view of this, he was ssvricusly
voasiderisg asking povalssion of the court fo withdraw from
th0 @380, : ; T

~

i R e R 2 T e T R e e
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3/19/69

-

FEOM:™ -~ SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC)

3 -

SUBJECT: MUBEIN
‘Ro Duveau airtel to Ba}.las éated 3/14/&9.

‘ Epclosed hercwith fér the Buresu are five
conies of LB capticned VARONYNGUS ACCUSATICH ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION OF RAYUHOHD DOLACCO IN ADDBASSINARICY CP7
PARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.", cated 3/14/68, at Dallag,
Toxas, O )

Two coples each ure also enclosed fox the
ﬁ*lﬂ@ta and Hemphis offices.

.. . The interviecw of JOUNNIE ERNSST GRIEFIN alsc
kuown azs Joe Grifiln, was conducted by Shg WILLIAM
B, JEHKING and LARRY J, STEGING. The intarview of
A{tornay DEE MILLER was by SA YILLIAN R, JEHNKINS.

L2Aps ¢

i’i‘fﬁ?“% A ‘ o

AT FORTST pARY, GRECRGIA, 1. ¥111 interview Hrs.
éLF CALALAY, «3UEU idzecrest otrest, since this is
asparently zhﬂ‘§@r$ﬁn that GRIFFIN talked with by phona
nnd who said that she wns 2 babysitter for RATECHD

POLACCO aad kept his four year old daughter. { é,hg”(;wf R

Z, Will deterpine holder of Atiaata phene ﬂt{ ,?#vﬁ’t
- Rumber 404«361-7257, and if not listed to ALF CALALAY 2!
will interaiég thon for iniermaiiﬂn cancerﬂi&« “Ju3£CQa’ﬁ P

CRYRREL . RO
TG " DIREGTCR, POI (44-33861)

3 =~ Dureau (Mo, §) ye )
.+ R, ?v&mﬂxtg (*-a Hm 3 GGT gﬁﬂ.;; 2
f”“a ﬁggﬂngq (5§-“%da}(§nﬂa 2)
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DIRNCTOR, FRI (44-38961) C ssav/ee

SAC, ATLANTA (44-8386) (P)

Re Ballas airted to Duresu, 3/19/09.

Encloned Marewith for Nobile is ome
dated slnlu at nmu; ons copy of LIM dated m/a.
both eaptionsd Acsusation

1uawn ummmdﬁd
nn. Jr."; and one of Balles airtel ¢ Dureau,

mmmm:wummtn.

« ALFEED 4580 Ridgecres ve, Feres

elm Nrs. !mmatmtmw‘u/a

mmmtn.mm RAYNOND POLACCD, fermerly

lived diagomally scress the street from him. my-ovu

about 8 menths age and left a forwardiang address of 1004

nntltx“t Phenix City, Ala. e said thet is the residence
. POLACOO's parents, Mr. and Mrs. (F¥V) JREEINS.

e
mymm, ALADANA | 7(/4/{/‘7

Contaet RATHOND POLACCO, 1004 21st 8¢., to deternine
uh:-‘az‘ Wummmmunmm

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

The currest Atlants h diree reflacts
telophons number 404-361-T89Y, is um to A CALALAY,
4850 Ridgecrest Drive, Mbt Park, On.

h‘.ﬂﬂ&ﬂ’wu WS a eontinuews muigance
to them and p. e bolfieved
recalled mtununuw with & e, GRIFFIN
in Texas. )
jRane pL
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Transmit the following in

Via

86 (Rev, $-22-64)

NS N4

FBI

(Type in p!a{nte j'
AIRTEL AIRMALI !
(Priority) i
_______________________________________________ b
TO : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) . _
FROM : SAC, MOBILE (157—2627
 SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Memphls teletype to Bureau 3/28/69, and Mobile
alrtel to Bureau 4/8/69.
: Continued contacts with racial informants and sources
of Mobile Division failed to reflect JAMES BEVEL presently
in Mobile Division. In the event BEVEL 1s located in Mobile
Division, he will be interviewed in accordance with instructions
set out in referenced Memphis teletype.
- Memphis | '
Mobile '
: mre . N
(3) y
15 7-2627— 5.3
Searched
Serialized
Indexed i
.lilodT |
Approved: ‘Sent M Per

Speciai Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1‘«1)-263 (Rev. 12-19-67)

FEDERAL\dUREAU OF INVE\JTIGATION

-

REPORTING OFFICE

MOBILE

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MEMPHIS

DATE

7/16/69

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

7/1-7/14/69

TITLE OF CASE

JAMES EARL RAY, aka;

DR,

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, -

VICTIM

REPORT MADE BY

SA DONALD A, FLYNN

TYPED BY

/tdr

CHARACTER OF CASE

CR - CONSPIRACY
UFAC - ROBBERY

REFERENCE ¢

Dallas airtel to Bureau, 3/19/69;

Atlanta let to Bureau, 5/27/69.

- RUC -~

ENCLOSURE ¢

letter to Director, 5

-;4

Enclosed for the Memphis Division is one copy of Atlanta

5/27/69, enclosing ILHM, 3/11/69, at Atlanta,

and LHM, 3/19/69, at Dallas captioned "Anonymous Accusation .
Alleging Participation of Raymond Polacco in Assassination of
v Martin Luther King, Jr,

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

) XINONE _ JACQUIT-] case nas seen:
convic lauTo.| Fue. FINES SAVINGS recoveries § TALS
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [JvEs [{Jno
PENDING PROSECUTION )
OVER SIXMONTHS  [TJvEs [X;NO
APPROVED Ce e e T~ -~--DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
CORIES MADE: :
- Vo

2 - Bureau (414-38861) 1572027 — &5F

1 - USA, Montgomery Searened ..poms

1 - Atlanta (hi- 2386 Info. ) 1a1ized i

2 - Memphis (44-1987)(Encl. 1) Ser _ _ ’

@- Mobile (157-2627 Indexed..........-—
e LY '
{ “ Jf ]
Dissemination Record of Aﬂaéh“d”teporf Notations™
Agency !
Request Recd. ~ A u
Date Fwd. C \
How Fwd. Xb . 0
By ﬁ (A b I /
\ V\ A¥ GPO : 1968 O - 208-885
COVER PAGE



FD:204 (Rev. 3-3-59) _ : , R . -

UNl'rE/D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 -~ USA, Montgomery
Revoit of SA DONALID A, FLYNN ' Mobile
Do  July 16, 1969 Offcer . .
Field Office File #: MO 157—2627 7 Bureau File #: 44"38861
Title: JAMES EARL RAY; o
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;

: UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY
Synopsis: On 7/14/69, RAYMOND POLACCO advised he has no knowledge

of the MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, assassination other than that as
recelved through news media. POLACCO believed that the allegation
regarding his participation in this murder was instituted anonymously
by JOHNNIE ERNEST GRIFFIN, brother-in-law of the sister of his
(POLACCO's) former paramour, No evidence found which indicates

N POLACCO involved in assassination.

- RUC -

DETAILS

' The following Investigation was conducted by Special .
Agent DONALD A, FLYNN in Phenix C;Qy, Alabama, on July 1, 1969:

Mrs., JENKINS T, SMITH, 1004 21st Street, advised that
her son RAYMOND POLACCO was not at home and referred interviewing
agent to his wife, Mrs. RAYMOND POLACCO. On the same date Mrs,
RAYMOND POLACCO advised her husband is at home only on week exds,
She advised her husband is a salesman and the only method of
contacting him during the week would be to have her advise her
husband and have him call the interviewing agent.

On the same date review of the arrest records in Phenix

City, Alabama, Police Department and the Russell County Sheriff's
Office reflected no filles identlfiable with RAYMOND POLACCO.

This document contatins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and i{s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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L. FD302 (Rev. 415:64) DEREEEE S S A : A ‘ o

 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
- . ‘Ddto 7/1 6/69

1 | | v' ‘ ' : . . ‘ . : | ._ ‘ x

<

~ RAYMORD POLACCO, 5038 Senecs Drive (home address),
c'clumbus, Georgia, telephone number 561-0813, and 1004 21st
Street, Phenlx City, Alabama, telephone number 298-8347, was
interviewed in Phenix Cify Plaza Shopping Center in the presence
of Phenix City, Alabama, Detective H. "BRAD" NOLAN, POLACCO was
fmmediately advised as to identity of interviewling agent and
Detective NOLAN. He was informed that the purpose of the inter-
view was to determine if he (POLACCO) had any knowledge of the
assaasination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, and to resolve the
allegations made In an anonymous letter relating to the same
substance, .

POLACCO nas then advis’ed of his- rights 'by Special
Agent DONALD A, FLYNN. POLACCO walved them as shown on an
executed warning and waiver form. POLACCO was then specifically
asked 1f he wished to have an attorney present to represent him,
POLACCO replied in the negative. _

POLACCO stated that he had no knowledge of the
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, except as he
received through news media. He denied that he was, or is,
in any way involved in any conspiracy or act connected with
the assassination. POLACCO sald he has no l1dea as to who
killed MARTIRN LUTHER KING, JR He stated that he never met
JAMES EARL RAY,

—  POLACCO then denled the anonymous allegaticm furnished
by Mr, JIM RANKIN of the Atlanta Constitution on March 7, 1969,
postmarked Amarillo, Texas, which alleged that POLACCO was a‘key
pay-ofr" man in the MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. assassination conspiracyw'

POLACCO advised. that it was his feeling this letter ha.d
probably besn written by JOHNNIE ERNEST GRIFFIN, brother-in-law of -
the sister of his (POLACCO's) former intimate girl friend, DEBBIE
BLACKMAN., POLACCO stated that GRIFFIN and he had a strong mutual
disltke for each other which evolved from GRIFFIN's attempt to
divorce his wife. GRIFFIN wanted him to take photographs of his
wife in the nude with another man in order to facllitate a divorce

on T/12/69 - . Phenix City, Alabama Files_ MO 157-2627

SA DONALD A, FLYNN  /tdr - 7/14/69
by : . Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency;
it ond ils contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. - D -
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gb 1572627

proceeding favorable to GRIFFIN, POLACCO said that he sent
GRIFFIN a telegram on or about January 28, 1969, which he
signed, "“BRUCE MARKS". POLACCO also admitied a conversation
regarding the divorce with Mr, DEE MILLER, an attorney in .
Amarillo, Texas. POLACCO told MILLER he would provide compro-
mising photographs of GRIFFIN's wife 1f MILLER would send him
money for a camera and a $500.00 fee.

. - POLACCO stated that the whole matter had come to the
attention of GRIFFIN's wilfe and aorimonious feelings developed
among -all parties involved.

POLACCO reiterated his denial of any knowledge of the
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, assassination. He concluded that GRIFFIN
probably wrote the anonymous letter in order to get revenge for
POLACCO's participation in the circumstances surrounding the
dlvorce between GRIFFIN and his wife.

The following description of POLACCO was obtained
through observation and interview:
Name - RAYMOND POLACCO, also known as

' Raymond Polacco, Jr,., and

Raymon Andino Polacio (as

e - i —ghown on current 1960 Georgila
o driver's license)
Date of Birth |
: Place of Birth ty, New York
. Soclal Security No. o o
-~~~ - TFormer Military - | -
- Service No. ~RA56333971 o
Driver's license No, ~0-487288
Address (on -license) 5038 Seneea Drive,
£ Columbus, Georgila

Height 519"
Welight ' 168 pounds
Halr Black
Eyes Brown

Current Employment

Salesman for Pennsylvania

Life Insurance Company,

1214 First Avenue, Sulte 422,
Columbus, Georgia, 31901
Supervisor, Mr, HUBERT DAVIS,
telephone No. hok-322-4844

-3 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO 157-2627
1 "

Former Employment

POLACCO advised that he was
formerly a police officer In
California with the following
departments:

Ios Angeles County, Security
Department from November 1964
to April 1966;

Bell Police Department, Bell
California, Badge No. 14, from
April 1966 until July 1966;

POLACCO then produced a Peace
Officers Assoclation of Ios
Angeles County card dated 1966,
No. 488980, .

POLACCO was observed in the following vehicle:

Make
Year
Color
Model

Characteristics

. - h¥e

License Tag- Nb,nf_ffWﬁnﬂ,

Chevrolat

1964

White

Impala, 2-door

1969 Georgla, 4-18178
Ieft front fender damaged

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RAYMOND mcce. 5038 Soneea Drive (home admss),
Columbus, Georgia, telephone number 561-0813, and 1004 21st
Street, Phenix City, Alabama, telephone number 298-8347, wes
interviewed in Phenix City Plaza Shopping Center im the presence
of Phenix City, Alabama, Detective N. "BRAD" NOLAN, POLACCO was
{mmediately advised as to M&aﬁ.ty ef interviewing agent and
Detective NOLAN. He was informed the purpese of the inter-
mmmummum,m wanykmﬂ e of the

POLACCO was then advised of his rishu by Sineia,l
mtms,.m 20LA000 watved them as shown on an B
executed warning and wativer form. : was then specifically

asked if he wished to have an attormey mwt to
POLAGCD replisd in the nggat.ive.

mm mm hat he . h&d no mhdge of the
assassination of NARYYN L4 exospt a8 he
received through news wedia, gh&t he was, or is,
in any way involved in any conapsms or ast semmected with
the assassimation. POLACGO said he has no ides as to who
killed MARTIN L¥rHER m, JR, He stated that he never met
JAPBS EARL RAY,

' POLACCO then denied the anonymous aliegation rmzmd
By Mr. JIN RANKIN of tho Atlanta Constitution om l&nh 7, 1969,
postmarked Amarillo, Zexss, which anocd m«e

- letter had
mbablymm 713, brother-in-law or
the sister of Aie ‘ 1 Poarmer b 1 mm DEBBIE
BLACKMAN, POLAOCO seam that o e had a strong mutual
dislike Tfor each other which evelvad rran GRIFFIN*s attempt to
divoree his wife, ORIFFIN wanted him to take M rraphs of his
wife in the nude \r&&h mﬂar mn in oxrder to facilitate a divorce

NN .

SA mu.n A, m /” /tar SRR 7/1EL/69

This document confoins nellher recommendations aor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property .of the FBI ond is leaned to your agency;
#t and its contents are not to be disiribuied outside your agency.
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MO 157-2627

proceeding favorable to GRIFFIN,

POLACCO said that he sent

GRIFFIN a telegram on or about January 28, 1969, which he

signed, "BRUCE MARKS".

POLACCO also admitied a conversation

regarding the divorce with Mr, DEE MILLER, an attorney in

Amarlllo, Texas,

POLACCO told MILLER he would provide compro-

mising photographs of GRIFFIN's wife 1f MILLER would send him
money for a camera and a $500.00 fee,

POLACCO stated that the whole matter had come to the
attention of GRIFFIN's wife and acrimonious feellngs developed

among all partiles involved,

POLACCO reiterated his denlial of any knowledge of the

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, assassination,

He concluded that GRIFFIN

probably wrote the anonymous letter in order to get revenge for
POLACCO's participation in the circumstances surrounding the
divorce between GRIFFIN and his wife,

The following description of POLACCO was obtained

through observation and interview:

Name

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Soclal Security No,

Former Military
Service No,

Driver!s license No,

Address

Height

Weight

Bair

Eyes

Current Employment

(on 1license)

RAYMOND POLACCO, also known as
Raymond Polacco, Jr., and
Raymon Andino Polacio (as
shown on current 1969 Georgia
driver's license)

|
i ey

-RA56333971

~-0-487288

5038 Seneca Drive,

Columbus, Georgia

5;9"

168 pounds

Black

Brown

Salesman for Pennsylvania
Life Insurance Company,

1214 First Avenue, Sulte 422,
Columbus, Georgia, 31901
Supervisor, Mr, HUBERT DAVIS,
telephone No., 4OH-322-484Y4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO 157-2627

Former Employment

POLACCO advised that he was
formerly a police officer in
California with the following
departments:

Ios Angeles County, Security
Department from November 1964
to April 1966;

Bell Pollce Department, Bell
California, Badge No. 14, from
April 1966 until July 1966;

POLACCO then produced a Peace
Officers Associatlion of Ios
Angeles County card dated 1966,
No. 488980,

POLACCO was observed in the following vehilcle:

Make

Year

Color

Model

License Tag No.
Characteristics

Aw

Chevrolet

1964

Whilte

Impala, 2-door

1969 Georgla, 4-18178
Ieft front fender damaged
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C. M. MURPHY
ATTORNEY AT LAW
o DERMON BUILDING i)
MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 38103} ’ . Y e " : ;,
, . i o RF“ AR q-:\_E:PHoNE
! February 26, 1970 U (ff?ﬁ;

o e e
Eos peAed OF T
~ : pEES T
\\\ ‘ Department of Safety ;
- - - State of Alabama
7 License Registry D1v151on :

ot WL

Montgomery, Alabama

. Re: Obtaining a Certificate -
' showing License Registration
or Ownership of Automobile

_~— e
o, T

Dear Sir:

. My client has purchased in- Tennessee a certain auto-
. moblle from the owner, whose last purchase 'of record of that
automobile occurred in Alabama. In order to property reglster :
this vehicle for my client, the Tennessee authorities require BRI
me to procure a copy of the automobile registration, or the o
- registration of the license of said vehicle.

S e

ORI S A

. The name of the person from whom we bought the vehicle,
though not his real name, is Eric Starvo Galt, who used the
address of 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama. Mr. Galt
bought the wvehicle from William D. Paisley on October 2, 1987,

E : - in Jefferson County, Alabama. The license tag then on - the car
Lt was, and I believe still is, Alabama 1-38903,

If your department does not keep the records, a copy
of which we need, please let me know with whom I must correspond,
and if you will, let me know the amount of money necessary you
requlre to send me a certlfled .CopY . .

L : ' L Very truly yours, -
C. M. Murphy ix'léfx S ~~%

K1-36a7-6 SL

CMM/plé -

e

e et [PEEEEU—

e
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A’ TE OF ALABAMA / % 7
- DEMARTMENT OF REVENUE 6/6
' LICENSE TAX DlVISlON
_ ' MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36i102 RS
HARVEY L. RABREN o ) ‘ » TRAVIS WILLIAMS, JR.“
- CW’M“‘W" ) . Coe e Harch 13. 1970 L T ) e : /\s':iua_ni Commissioner ',
RAU'N P. EAGERTON, JR. S LTI e . HENRY P. DRAUGHON
- Secretery Sl el T Rc~ S © " Divislon Chiet
: - e T e Yonx_'t. 1968 Ala. Lic $1-38993
Attorney at Law .~ - .
Dermon Buildfmg ' .- . . B , S
TTCorY R PASSENGER AUTOMOBILES co P 17 .
1-hss3sa 0 mool |, _1- 38993 _ |
. 1967 TAG NO. = - . GooE | " 1968 TAG NO. -
.0 MAKE m. ~ MODEL 8001 WPt [ CLASS | VENICLE IDEN’I‘II’I(:A"I"'ION NUMBER  [PT. YR, [ ASSENSED VALUE
. FORD ['66 | MS8 | 2-dr| 06 |- .6T07C190647 Full 700
12.60 | 12,60 | - - | 14,000 | | lporap-s 89.20
StaCetar | Hur. Tax . Son it e | G M b Fw | Catin | penlty . v
' : o : S . TR VEDICLE DESCRIBED THERRON (WAS NOT
! ' IN ALABAMA) (WAS NOT OPERATED ON THIE -
-_l HIGIWAYS OF ALABAMA) BETWE eN ,
-‘ GALT, ERIC S. :
2608 HIGHLAND AVENE - v ana
.. BIRMINGHAM’.ALABAMA- R R TS Vl;‘.vlll(.'LB IS DESIGNED AND USED PRI
: . N ‘ 71 MARILY FOR PRIVATE PASSENGER PURPOSES.
‘. ACQUIRED FBOM: B ' X O L 2:::' ::';3::.: : . p‘fchm Prics o Gress Woight . - -
- NEW usen
"I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the informstion hereon is true and correct. !
Sworn to and subscribed befon.me this__ 2 " dny 9! OCtOber 196 7

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, JEFFERSON COUNT\'

1' BRADLEY BROWN, DIRECTOR )
: ic S. t. , :
, §/Eric S. Galt. S/J D. _ o i

“LICENSEE OR APPLICANT BY

.

1, Henty P. Draughon hereby ccrtnfy that 1 have been duly appomted and-assigned as Chief
- of the Motor Vehicle and License Division of the State Department of Revenue in and for the State
of Alabama. As such Chief, ] have in my custody and control ceatral records pertaining to the -
.. - issuance of automobile license plates, the identification or motor number for each vehicle for whlch
- a license plate was issued, as malmamed by the State of Alabama

£y l further cemfy the above facsmnle is a true and correct copy of the registration reccxpt as
.. shown by the records of the Motor Vchlcle ‘and License Dmsmn of the State Departme,nt of Reve-
e ‘_;,nnc, in my cnstody and control I

Wltncss my hand and the offxclal seal. of the Sqne Department of Revenue tlus the
13th day. of Hareh T 4' > 1970 . , _ v

“ - ’ \. Sccretary
P ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

-’
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OPTIONAL. mn NO. 10 -
MAY 1902 EDITION A,
m- (a1 crm) moml

- SAC, MOBILE. (157-3627) (RUC)
MKIN'Vj

I L Enclosed and for the informatlon of the Memphis Sy
. Division is a photo copy of a letter dated 2/26/70, from C. -

. M, MURPHY, Attorney At Law, Memphis, Tenn., wherein he re~: -

. quested a certified copy (photo copy of which is also en-

. closed for Memphis) of registration of an automobile ‘that

iy W had been registered. to ERIC STARVO GALT._ This 1ntormation

L 3, made available by Mrs. conn:gennnnocﬁ on 3/16/70..

i - Memphis (Enc. 2) ‘ _',' o ‘5:‘§“Q_j,v5@f?§;
r - Mobile | Rl e T e T
« C.AR/ 1g S
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) .

FBI
Date: 5/20/7‘1

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

TO: SAC, MOBILE
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44=1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN_- /5 7= 2277
00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for Mobile are two copies each of a letter
dated 8/4/74 from GLEN BALLEW; a diagram enclosed in the
letter; and the enveldpe bearing BALLEW's return address.

You will mote that in the enclosed letter BALLEW
confesses to the murder of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING,JR,

LEAD:
MOBILE OFFICE

AT MT. VERNON, ALA,

Identify GLEN BALLEW and determine his mental
stability, it being noted his return address is a hospital,
the name of which is illegible,

24Mobile (Encs.6)
~Memphis
JCH:be

(4)

\

1 /V / Y -\
Approved: Sent M Per
Specid) Adent in Charge U.S.Government Printing CW:e: 1972 — 455-574
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TN

5/20/74
AIRTEL

P0: SAC, MOBILE
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Wl ms "}

, Emnclosed for Mobile are two eopies sach of a letter
dated %/4/74 from GLEN BALLEW; & diagram enclosed in the
letter) and the enveldpe bearing BALLEV's return address,

You will nmote that in the enclosed letter BALLEW
confesses to the murder of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING,JR.

READS
MOBILE OFFICE

AL MY, VERNON, ALA,

Identify GLEN BALLEV and determine his mental
stability, it being noted his return address is a hospital,
the name of which is fllegible,

qa:z:;io {Enos.@)
is
JCH3be

()

'SEARCHED,
SERIALIZED

INDEXED.

MAY 2 4 1974 |
FBl = MOBILE %ﬁ
[ {F

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

FBlSeos e | [t
el €es INO | %on_ said, “Many people don't|
R ‘ e ik itk facts

are becausé in many instances,
they “Gom't fend ‘themselves to
grandoise” theories. ‘But e had’
4 to go with what facts we had.
K i Tgﬁoﬁes and “?:tuppositions don't

APy i e TR | -hold up-in cowrt.” - -
BIS. (AP). = The FBI Jen‘;le)nl described ‘the investi-

lagent ‘who directed the investi- ation as a ‘“‘good case, well (Indicate page, name of
gation fpfo the murder of Dr. Sorked,. well handled. Tm sat- p"fzs"ﬁ‘gﬁc’gggmﬁ;gtﬂ

Martin-- Luther . King * Jr. said isfied with the results”” -
Siinday “the facts ‘of the case It is “probably true;” Jensen |
don’t Jand. themselyes to “‘gran- said, that: King's slaying - was.
theories™ 6f a conspiracy.’| one of the most thoroughly in- —_
ol was - relatively simple vestigated murders in ¢
thing," said Robert . Jensem history, S
#ow head of securily for an in- ~“There is little -doubt. that &
ternational motel firm..“A man was an extensive and ‘in-depth

investigation,” he said, "*It was —_

was killed, A miatxl‘ washﬁaughtf N
I miamy ways, it was like any worldwide, involving - the coop-
g:her ¢ase, but the “stature -of eration %P? Cz-:xia\d‘i(slgxg authorities,
King gave it a lot more public the Royal Canadian Mounted
ity than the usual case” = ° Police, ~Scotlaad yard and —

Robert I."Livingston,  attorney many, many others. We explor-
for: James Earl -Ray, said Fri- ed every angle and the only

Dothan, Ala,

'day that he has"been. in period-
ic contact since March with a
représentative of the. “men who
actually carried out the: slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.”

Describing -a *‘conspiracy™
behind the April 4 1968, shoot:
ing of King in “Memphis, Liv.
{ingston said the intermediary is
seeking immunity from prose-
{cution -, for the slaying con-

spirators, who want to -testify
“in_ revenge” ' ' against . “four:
Seuthern gentlemen’* ‘who hired
them, not Ray, to Kill-King. -

_According. ~ fo - Livingston,
eight .men .were ~involved :in
King’s death, with Ray as the
“patsy.” - He said. Ray . was
«..just. a gullibletype sort of
fellow, easily. infivenced and
Jled around, He had never been
a_high-ppwered criminal all his’
{life, just penny ante stuff...”

“If he (Livingston) has:some-
thing, more . power _ to him,™
'said Jensen, adding that he had
n¢t . vead Livingston’s claims
because :there was “‘no_particu~

put to rest {he stary. of Lincoln

F'whatsoever that. differ with the

thing is that when the case de-
veloped, we. -could find ne evi- |
dence. of such a thing (a con-
s ii'acy).” E
p.W,hen the FBI had compiled
the facts, he said, “‘a represti-
tative of the attorney general’s
office ' followsd through- and
rechecked the material.

“The case was analyzed and
it will. vcontinued to De
analyzed” he said. .1 don't
think. History buffs ‘have 'ever

and “John Wilkés Booth. - -
“Fifteen  years. .from -now
people will ask the same ques:
tions, but my personal opinion
now lies with the gublic record..
1 vhave - np. bersonal . theorieg

record of the case’ - :

1y Teason for me te read‘them.
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) sJ;n/u
x

!

SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (R9C)

MURK IN
00: MEMPHIS

Re Memphis airtel to Mobile, 5/20/74.

On 6/14/74, LEWIS BYRD, Administrative Assistant,
Searcy Hospital, Mount Vernon, Alabama, advised that GLEN
BALLEW has been a mental patient at this hospital om at
least seven occasions. He was last admitted 10/16/73 after
he was acguitted on an appeal of 2 life sentence he received
for first degree murder, The appeal was obtained as it was
determined that BALLEW was insane., BYRD advised that BALLEW
suffers from paranoid schizophrenia and 2 recent evaluation
by doctors indicated he was in bad mental health and is a
prolific letter-writer, writing letters to the President of the
U, S., the loc2l PD, ¥BI and DICK TRACY. In view of BALLEW's
mental condition, he was not interviewed. It is not felt
that it is logical that any further investigation should be
conducted in this matter,

2.~ Memphis
/1 = Mobile
GR:mb
(3)
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

o
,

King letter |

“By LAWRENCE L. KNUTSON :
Associated press Writer ST
WASHINGTON (AP) — A top FBI official testified f
Wednesday there was nd legal justification for the 25

* Separate attempts by the bureau in. the 1960s to dis-.

credit the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.-as a civil, .
rights leader.” - . . - : Yoo R
James B. Adams,: associate deputy. FBI direcfor, |
told the Senate Intelligenée’ Committée there is “‘no |
statutory basis or- justification’. for the attempts
which. included sending King and his wife an

- anonymous letter which King took as a suggestion he

commit: suicide. e : BRI
Ada%_sgjd,téhgwevgr;,'he believes the FBL was g

justified: in investigating King because of the "

possibility’ that Communist influences. were ‘being 7|

brought to bear on him and on the civil rights'’
movement, . A a -

He sdid hé can find no basis for King's conclusion .
that the FBI-prepared letter and the tape recording -
that accompanied it suggested Kingkill himself,; But -
he acknowledged under questioning that interys:
pretation-is “‘a possibility.” T

1 certainly would say it was improper-and Lean:t |
justify its being prepared-or sent,” Adams said. '~ -

The letter read in part: ‘King, there is only one?
thing left for you to do. You know what it is . . . You .
are done. There is~but one way-out for you.” .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- inclu mg the womeps llberatlon movement.<

In addltwn to.the letter, the committee on Tues day

..~made publi¢ evidence that the FBI installed a tok ] of

16 electronic bugs and eight wiretaps on King and

promoted a candldate — still umdentlfled — to suc- 7|

ceed him as a ‘“‘national Negro leader.”
Adams said the wiretaps were authorized by then—
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy.

Later, committee staff members saxd the FBI had

Justlfled the bugs-under what it-considered to be its
. general investigative aithority.

- Staff members said.Kennedy and his brother, then-
President John F. Kennedy, told King at one point
that continued FBI interest in his activities arose out
of a fear or a suspicion that he was being influenced
by someone the bureau felt was subversive.
Chairman Frank Church, D-Idaho, said that when

_ the New York field office issued a memo saying that

the person- was not thought to have' Communist
leanings, 'it: was told emphatically by FBI head-
quarters in-Washington' that it -was wrong.

A directive from the late FBI Director J. Edgar 'f
Hoover’s office said the bureau did not agree with the

finding that the investigation should be dropped.

While there was no evidence that the person was not.

a Communist, ‘‘neither is there any evidence that he
is anti-Communist,” the directive said.

~ Adams testified that the bureau’s contraversial
Cointelpro activities, which were halted in 1971, -
began with an effort to “neutrahze the Commumst ’

varty in the United States.

He:said the FBI never asked any attorney general <

..or any-ene'else for authority for the programs, which

.

«

W{l{e later-expanded to include so-called New Left, .
whi

hate, black’ (evolutlonary and other groups,

-

. . El
K b s S w

S hE e s
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éM?»iiEL’@izzg/vé'mnP

“TG.ALL saCs -

. -FROM 91? “CTOR Ceo- 1@557@)
MApTIﬂ LUT{“ xxwa; JR. 3UDED AUGUST 9, 1973

FOR IVEOPMATIG OF ?ECIPI"MTS THE ATTORMEY GE&ERAL“(A

HaS cancvn A vvvz’w OF THE FBI ¥ I&vESTI ATIO& OF MARTIM
LUTH"P KI”G © ASSIENED TO coNnyeT T%IH R VIEU Is A TASK FﬂRrF
WORK ING IINDER DIRECTION OF THE QFFICRE OF DQOFF551ONAL

?WSPONST ILITY (OPQ) OF THV DFPA?TME¥T ﬁ" JU%TIP *‘Tﬂw

'GTTOQMEY G“Y?QAL HAS IMWICATFD TH& ?*VI IS TO ;ESO‘Vﬁ THW;

FOLLOWING FOU® ONESTIONS: L 4aS THvaal'EJVEHTIGATlON oF.
KING" S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AND HONIST?  (2) |

SUIDENCE THE FSI waS INVOLUTD Iy THE ASSASST ,hTIO%?‘ <S>;

CTHERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE szcq~Has'com5‘To THE ATTENTION
.QT?ARTMEﬁT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION? (49' DOES THE

9"1 s,

e

RTLATIONSHIP RETYEEH THE BURSAU AND KING CALL FOR'CRIMINAL
PROSTCUTIONS, nrscxeLxmgév PROCET Drwas OR OTHE R'AR?RQP%IATE, 
ACTION? | o | o

THIS REVITY IS A CONTINUATION OF A "PAOTIaL Rrvxgm RECENT

.

AR}
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. DIRECTION .OF OTTINGER. ALL P“.SQ ;

ON THF TASK FORCE ARE‘ iTHOQIZED TOTa b ACCESS TO OUP FIL

AsSzStaﬂT'Aa~J;

STAhLEY

PduTazqrnﬁ To KNG+ ASSASSIMATlﬁﬁ,:OUR IerLtzaﬁwczyINvgsr{ej
BATION OF XING ayD A”Y FILES RELATING TO 3ASIS FOR ngsz"

INVE STIGATT@"S.,*THIh %I'L INCLU”V COU : PAGES OF COM U“ICQT QMS

7 cou ‘1 }N IDFNTIT?”S oF san FBI SGUPCh AND INFORMANTS wﬂo
St gERE !or AFFO2DED svmnq; NI MBERS AT THAT Trmv AND IMDI”IDJALQ

WHO TXPRESSED 0P IMPLIED CONFIDT ﬂTIALITY. | )
( TO DATE \THE TASK FORCE Ha§ crwxﬁwva rQIHP avu WFO vILrs
. CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAP TI0RED “M”RVIN

1

BUQS.b,FILE,Aé-EKQGI. TASK FORCE MEMSERS ”AVlr TDAUVLWD TO

mSMPHIS; MILWAUKES ¥aNSAS CITY, OMAHA, - SAN FRANRTSCO. qwn

LOS ANGELES
I TH

AND REVITWED MURK A AND INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION
FILES OF THOSE

FICTS. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE IS
PLANNTD FOR ATLA&TA BIQWTNGHAM CPAPLOTTE, cwxcaeo, NEW ORLEANS,

HEY anw SPRING FIFLS AND ST LOUIS. - :a', - t‘f‘

" AFTZR A30VE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURITY
ILES ‘AT FRIHQ ART STUIEWED, THY TASK FOPCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE

~x}

@AJO?ITY oF FVQIALQ IW 'P FI‘”" ?"L“T NG TO THF KI&G IMV”CT]-

§

GATIONS '\wowfvﬂe, SINCE IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO ff;;f
\ RIVIEW KING RFLATTD FILES IN vaRY FIELD OFFICE, IT WILL 3E . "

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'=&£CES<APY 10 wopwawn xgwoy COP RS
FFICW“,TO BIHQ.FOR REVITY,

THEREFORE, ALL 5231Pxiwré.wxrn' XCFPTxcv oF THO_? QFFICE
NAMED ABOVF, FURNISH FRIHQ ONE XEROX COPY OF FACH SWRIAchan-‘fk“
TAINED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED "MURKIN, 3 '
1S REQUESTED THIS NATERI&L BE PROCESSED AND MAILED 10 RFACH

PRIOR TO AUGUST S, 1976, THIS mATM,IAL;SHOULD BE SENT BY
' RESISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION PEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR I'GRAm;f%
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, . R
1?,&uaxzn‘rruas CONTAIN ANY pqmtoGQAPHs, EXHIBITS"QR?éngR
CITEMS WHICH CANNOT BT XEROXED A BRIEF wwscaxprxow OF EACH erm

D TTS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET wopTH Iy YOUR . COMMUNICATIONS
‘TQAﬁSMIﬁTIﬁG'THE DOCHMENTS TO FBIHQ. : R

SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE IS suEp eon Dwst SuBMIS Sinv
OF COPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENCE zvv“hrxearzow OF NG AND RFL%TFD
SECURITY FILES. OFFICES TO BE UISITED IN THE FUTURE BY TaSX

FORCE PTPSONNEL WILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS
BY STPARATE COMMUNICATION. " SRR R
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MAGTIN YH'I” Q-Kp‘.,y{;ﬁg‘/ gm:") M;n;:gf 9, 1575,

PEAUTEL T ALL SACS JULY 2%, 1976,

' FURTHER DISCUSSIONSSWITH THE DE ApvmvuT OF JUSTIC

vy

0°CT Has RESULTED IN THE FOLLOWING CHANGE ?“GAQDIM .
 REPRODYCTION OF FIFLD OFFICE STRIALS 1N THE %URKIN?INVFSTI- -
. GATION, AS OO TEIMED Ik REFERENEEY TELETWPE, .
, IT WILL ‘3? NE CFSQ@QY ONLY -,-0 X‘?POX THE FIPST oag® OF‘ A”Y
AQDCL’Z&T If\§ youn MHD‘{I*\} FILET IF 8 Cgoy OF THAT DOCUMENT HA‘:

BEEN SRMITTTD TO FBIHQ. THIS mILL I“CL.UD?T “DTH DOCU"‘FZNIS

owzélwgrlme'I& YOU® OFFICT AND THOSE RECTIVED FROM 0THER FIFLD
DIVISIONS, %“Y °0Pﬁw"uvs If YOUR MURKIN FILE, coPIES OF
WYICH HAVT 0T 3TEN SUBMITTED fo FRIHO MUST BE ! ?PQO”UC?D N
THTI® TNTIRETY aND raqw»;age'rg‘ﬁézwﬁ. .

T IS'”\,QT- Y ﬁ'l' THIS FIRSZ PAGE SYOQULD CONTAIN. TH" ‘FI‘*"LD

yod

1N 030ER THAT THUE DTPARTVENT . can

MAKE A COYPLETE CHPONOLOGISAL ACOONSTING . OF EACH FIELD

R\.‘fED

SERIALZED %,J‘"‘D '

ACX FO R FOUR TELS

F31. MO WGL  CLR
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8/3/76

AIRTEL AIRMALL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
{(Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM,
Intelligence Division)

PROM:  SAC, MOBILE (100-1472)

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTBER KING, JR.
BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976

Re Bureau teletypes to all SACs, 7/29 = 30/76.

Submitted under separate cover by registered mail,
Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM, Intelligence
Division, is xeroxed copy of each serial in Mobile file captioned
"MURKIN." (MoFile 157-2627; BuFile 44-38861)

The file submitted consists of complete Mobile file
as follows:

1) 1-A file

2) Sub-file 1 captioned "MURKIN ~ STOLEN CARS"
3) Sub-file 2 captioned "MURKIN -~ COST DATA"
4) Volume I containing Serials 1 through 205

4 -~ Bureau
(1 - Package ~ Registered Mail
Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM,
Intelligence Division)
2 - 100-106670
1 - 44-3886)

2 - Mobile !'f
- 100-1472 (W!?— 262%-bb 7
JTBY - 157- 2' éi‘ ) 7 Searched
(€) B Serialized e
Indexed

Filed_
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MO 100-1472

5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)

Volume II containing Serials 206 through 275
Volume IXII containing Serials 276 through 350
Volume IV containing Serials 351 through 400
Volume V containing Serials 401 through 496
Volume VI containing Serials 497 through 597
Volume VII containing Serials 598 through 649
Volume VIII containing Serials 650 through 664
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

s

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

-~ TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING R

Wlfe Of Retlred Pohce
Conflrms Husband’sOffer

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
The wife of a -retired

Louisville police officer -

confirmed today that her
husband told  Rep. Gene
’yder R-Ky., that he was
tfered $500,000 on two
gcctgsio% t?/{xllgr ?artm
uther Kin
- Mary erd/ 44,8aid her
husband, Cliftony’who is otat
of town and unavailable for
comment, told Snyder of an
offer he said was made by
members .of the Louisville
Police 'Department and
several FBI agents.
-She said her husband 50,

retn'ed from the Louisville

Police Department several.

years ago after 27 years
service.

‘“He told me about this
when I first married him,
seven years ago,’”’ Mrs. Baird
said.

She said. she beheves ohe
reason he came forward a
second time with the
allegation was because “he
wants to know why someone
asked him” to kill the ecivil

rights leader, who was
assassinated in- Memphis,
Tenn., in 1968.

“It 'suré has been on his
mind,” Mrs. Baird said. ‘‘He
said it just it to bothering
him and that’'s why he
contacted Mr. Snyder.” B

She said her ‘husband,
before contacting Sn der
told one of James Earl Ray’s
attorneys of the alleged plot.
She said her husband was
“discourage” after he told
the attorney.

Ray is serving 99 years in

g{nson for the slaymg of

: Snyder, who dxsclosed last

week that he had heard from .

man who claimed
knowled%e of a plot to kill
ng,

. he’s just .not
' person,” she said.

used to divulge the

man’s name.
‘Mrs. 'Baird: - said her
husband told her: ‘“he was
offered $500,000 to kill”’ King
and that “he didn't ap-
preciate it.
““I can’t say any more, but

that type of

sked why her husband
thought he was asked, Mrs.
Baird responded: “That’s the
$64 question, he wants to
know - why someone asked
him.,”

She refused to dnvulge the
name of the private security
agency for - which her
husband works but said he
was out of town on business
unrelated to his allegatlon of

lpcannot reveal the name
(of the security agency),”
she said. “That would reveal
everything.”

The Kentucky Post first
named Baird as the man who
reported the alleged plot to
Sn der.

Mrs Baird said shé had no
1dea how “her husband was
identified as the man who
made the allegation but that
she was glad it is out in the
open now.

“I'm not upset,” she saxd

P

L]

“yt had to come out sooner or

later. Somebody lea

kedlt

ut.”’ 5
he said her husband “has
de%imtely told me he was the

one’’ who

made

the

statements about the alleged

plot.
Snyder - said earlier this
we:g he had met the man

“face to face” and was
convinced he was a
“rational’” man. In fact,

der said he changed his
‘m:d about voting to extend

ing for the
fnancing Committee’
solely

Select
Assassmatnons

House
on

because. of his conversatxon

with theman. ~ =~

o
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3/30/717

AIRTEL AIRMAIL -~ REGISTERED
703 DIRECTOR, FBI (44~38861)
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)
SUBJECT: MURKIN _ -~ /(77 742

cu - /.5 7 rj 7

00: MEMPHIS

ReBHairtel, 3/21/77.

On 3/30/77, Major EMMETT DIXON, Alabama Highway
Patrol (AHP), Montgomery, Alabama, advised that an AHP trooper
had an informant who had besen in contact with a MORRIS DAVIS,
Birmingham, Alabama. DAVIS related information to the informant
concerning a conspiracy to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING which
involved FRANK LIBERTO and DR. GUS PROSCH. DAVIS indicated
to the trooper's informant that the ianformation had been related
to the FBI, but apparently no action was taken.

Major DIXON was advised that the Birmingham Office had
been in contact with MORRIS DAVIS on several occasions, had taken
all information in the possession of DAVIS, and had furnished
this information to FBIHQ and interested offices. DIXON was
advised that Birmingham is positive that the FBIHQ had furnished
DAVIS' information to interested congressional committees, as
DAVIS had stated that a representative of the House of
Representatives Committee had been in contact with him.

The above is set forth for information of PBIHQ and
Mobile. As Birmingham has had numerocus contacts with DAVIS,
he will not be gontacted at this time; however, Birmingham will
continue to disseminate any pertinent information volunteered
by DAVIS.

Bureau
CV- Mobile (Info) /5 7 Ao 2 7-—’ éé?
1 -~ Memphis (44-1987) (Info) SEARCHED mmzx
1 - New Orleans {(Info) SERIALIZED %ILED '_;%
1 - Birmingham
ALB :hss | ! APR 11977 »

(6) A :
o FBI-MOB!}.;\ o
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Mobile, Alabana
June 3, 1977

JAMES EARL RAY:
DR. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. -
VICTIM .

Set forth hexeinafter is an interview form reflecting
information furnished by James P. Dalton at Montgowmery, Alabama,
concerning captioned matter.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the PBEI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its coatents are not te be “’W
outside your agency. (

™ -~ i

2 - Bureau M\;@Sgk - k“y*
2 - Memphis (44-1987) M <\M
Y

(1) - Mobile (157-2627) (C)
\/

hsgii i

e
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FD-302.(REV. 11-27-70) ; /\; 1)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of lronscriptionw‘__m__

JAMKS P. DALTON, Field Iasvestigator, Aladbama
Department of Pensions and Securities, m-pma sumber
$32~5953, voluntarily W at the office
glm Pederal Bureau of Investigatioa, as

Jows:

' He had bean smployed as an investigatory

by Station WAAY-TV, Hwmtsville, Alabame, from June, 1970

um&a.u::h{?emmmmmm

CULPEPPER, aame lagally changed during

lsr‘muthnmmuy!:dg::a. Ee was alsc saployed
investigatoxy reporter tion WEKAB~TV, Nontgomery.,

Alabams, from July, 1974 until July, 1975. ’

he developeéd informaton later led him to balieve
was the possible motive behind the assassination of Dx.
NARTIN LUTAER KING, JR. at Memphis, Tennessses during 1968.
Be had no personal knowledge coacerning this matter, and
it was stxictly conjecture on his paxt, but he wanted to
furnish it to the appropriate authorities for comsidera-
tion and possible investigation if deomed necessary.

Duriag 1971, the sanitation workers of the city
of Funteville became iavolved in a strike to obtain an
hourly wvage increase. Approximately two days after the
strike started, JOE DAVIS, Mayor of Huntsville, negotiated
contract with American Disposal, Inc., a local company
mnmuzm.mmm plckup

and disposal on a temporary basis in Buntsville during the
pexiod of the strike. MC WHIRTER wvas reported to have
been formerly comnected with MeWhirter Materials
Inc., Atlanta, Georgia, mmmmwvxw
another company located in Dallas or Houston, Texas, which
was also in the garbage dlisposal business.

The strike at Huntsville lasted adout three months
with nomerous acts of violence committed during the period by

intrviewed on__GAJISPP o NONPCOMRRE,—ALABMEA ——'° * —H0-—153-262F——

by — G~ DAN—O~—SYBPHENS- — Dote dictated____g 3 g
2

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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individuals sympathetic with or opposed to the strike. Infor-
mation was developed by DALTON indicating the strike was
prolonged at the instigation of MC WHIRTER with the knowledge
of Mayor DAVIS, in orxrder to maintain the lucrative contract
with the city, and that some of the acts of violence and
vandalise were actually encouraged by MC WHIRTER as a means
of prolonging the strike. Information was alsc developed
indicating that Mayor DAVIS had possibly received a pay-off
from MC WHIBTER and his associates for the contract. Due to
NC WHIRTER's out~of-State connections, {t was believed by
Bai.:gu that he possibly had some involvement with organized
crime.

DALTON was unable to axpose his findings because
his employer feared some type of repercussion might result
and is reporting all this iaformation was suppressed.

He was unable to develop any positive information
concerning MC WHIRTER's possible connection with any known
organized crime figures.

Since a similar situation existed in Memphis,
Tennesses during 1968, which resulted in the appearance of
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. there on behalf of the
Southern Christian lLeadership Conference to promote non~
violence and effect 2 peaceful settlement of the strike,
thus winning increased support of the black sanitation
workers, the possibility existed that he was killed for or
by individuals supporting some private concarn that was
handling the city garbage disposal at the time, or sttempting
to obtain a private contract for this service, and would
therefore bhenefit from a prolonged violence ridden strike.

DALTON had no information of a specific nature
concarning this matter. He did not know 1if any private
garbage removal firm was handling the garbage pickup in
Nemphis during the strike, nor did he know of any concern
which was attempting to nesgotiate with the city of Mamphis
for this business. He had developed no information indicating
that MC WHIRTER or any of his associates were operating in
Memphis during this period, and he could furnish no other
information which would support his theory in this regard.

3
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fie displayed an article, however, which he claimed
appeared in the “National Inguirer”, dated May 31, 1977,
which reported that WILLIAM SOMMERSETT, Miami, Florida Union
organizer, had claimed that he had overheard a conversation
betwesn unidentified members of the Sanitation Workexrs Union
and the Longshoremens Union in Washington, D. C. on April 1,
1968, wherein a statement was made by one of the individuals
when discussing the labor situation in Memphis during that
time, that if Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING returned to
Memphis “we don't have any alternative but to kill him”
because his activities in Memphis at the time were harming
labor's cause. Article further stated that SOMMERSETT had
reported this information to the Miami Police Department
authorities and that it had been referred by that agency to
the Faderal Bureau of Investigation. Article further stated
that SOMMERSETT claiwmed he had overheard this conversation
while in Washington attending a meeting of the Mational
Labor Relations Board on April 1, 1968.

DALTON could furnish no additional information
concerning this matter, nor could he furnish anymore informa-
tion supporting his balief that Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING
was possibly killad for individuals having an interest in
prolonging the labor strike of the sanitation workers at
MNemphis, Tennessese during that period. He stated he had
maintained a file on the information developed by him through
his investigation concerning HC WHIRTER's invelvement with
Mayor JOE DAVIS during the strike of the sanitation workers
in Buntsville, Alabama during 1971, and would make it avail-
able for further review if needed.

4%
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FD-365 (Rev. 11-27-74)

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

To: Director, FBI {44=~38861) ATTENTION:

X CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

From: SAC, MORTLE (157-2627) (C) [] CRIMINAL SECTION

] INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
Subject: MIREIN

XJCR [EL [DIH [ CRA-64
(OPA [COPE [—PF [E
[ DAMV [1DAMV-FR []CAA
(1AP [ IWFC [JCWAA [ FI
(JEID [ Bomb Threats [] Extremist Matters
(] White Hate [] Black
Summary of Complaint:

of the sanitation workers in Mesphis, Tennes
1968. Be could furnish no spe ioiutm::
this matter, and stated it was based on his persenal
conjecture.

INDICES: [X Negative [} See Summary
ACTION: ‘UACB:

X ] GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

No further action being taken and D'M/
: LHM enclosed C USA
2 ~ Durean(Ena.4) (] FD-376 (Enc. to LHM) [1 Secref Service
2~ Nemphis () LHM being submitted .
{¢4~-1987) (] Report being submitted
(] Preliminary investigation insti\futed'§
- wi.z’ (] Limited investigation instituted % ,/5»“7, v 87 f—?/
Y (] Investigation continuing oarfehed T
_Wﬁ " : A_Cilix 44 m
Tadexzed e

Approved: Sent M Pepijed

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcriptiondune 3, 1977

JAMES P. DALTON, Field Investigator, Alabama
Department of Pensions and Securities, telephone number
832~5953, voluntarily appeared at the Montgomery Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and advised as
follows:

He had been employed as an investigatory reporter
by Station WAAY-TV, Huntsville, Alabama, from June, 1970
to November, 1971. At that time his name was JAMES DALTON
CULPEPPER, but he had his name legally changed during
1975 to the one currently being used. He was also employed
as an investigatory reporter by Station WKAB-TV, Montgomery,
Alabama, from July, 1974 until July, 1975.

During his employment with WAAY~-TV, Huntsville,
he developed informaton which later led him to believe
was the possible motive behind the assassination of Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. at Memphis, Tennessee during 1968.
He had no personal knowledge concerning this matter, and
it was strictly conjecture on his part, but he wanted to
furnish it to the appropriate authorities for considera-
tion and possible investigation if deemed necessary.

During 1971, the sanitation workers of the city
of Huntsville became involved in a strike to obtain an
hourly wage increase. Approximately two days after the
strike started, JOE DAVIS, Mayor of Huntsville, negotiated
contract with American Disposal, Inc., a local company
headed by GEORGE MC WHIRTER, to handle the garbage pickup
and disposal on a temporary basis in Huntsville during the
period of the strike. MC WHIRTER was reported to have
been formerly connected with McWhirter Materials Handling,
Inc., Atlanta, Georgia, and this company had merged with
another company located in Dallas or Houston, Texas, which
was also in the garbage disposal business.

The strike at Huntsville lasted about three months
with numerous acts of violence committed during the period by

interviewed on, 5/31/77 at, MONTGOMERY File #_MQ__J.SJ_‘.Z.G.ZJ_-'_Q_?%
by__ SA DAN O. STEPHENS (ddm Date dictated 6/1/112

K .

This document confains. neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the: property of the FBl. and is loaned to your agency;
it and its. contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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individuals sympathetic with or opposed to the strike. Infor-
mation was developed by DALTON indicating the strike was
prolonged at the instigation of MC WHIRTER with the knowledge
of Mayor DAVIS, in order to maintain the lucrative contract
with the city, and that some of the acts of violence and
vandalism were actually encouraged by MC WHIRTER as a means
of prolonging the strike. Information was also developed
indicating that Mayor DAVIS had possibly received a pay-off
from MC WHIRTER and his associates for the contract. Due to
MC WHIRTER's out-of-State connections, it was believed by
DALTON that he possibly had some involvement with organized
crime.

DALTON was unable to expose his findings because
his employer feared some type of repercussion might result
and is reporting all this information was suppressed.

He was unable to develop any positive information
concerning MC WHIRTER's possible connection with any known
organized crime figures.

Since a similar situation existed in Memphis,
Tennessee during 1968, which resulted in the appearance of
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. there on behalf of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference to promote non-
violence and effect a peaceful settlement of the strike,
thus winning increased support of the black sanitation
workers, the possibility existed that he was killed for or
by individuals supporting some private concern that was
handling the city garbage disposal at the time, or attempting
to obtain a private contract for this service, and would
therefore benefit from a prolonged violence ridden strike.

DALTON had no information of a specific nature
concerning this matter. He did not know if any private
garbage removal firm was handling the garbage pickup in
Memphis during the strike, nor did he know of any concern
which was attempting to negotiate with the city of Memphis
for this business. He had developed no information indicating
that MC WHIRTER or any of his associates were operating in
Memphis during this period, and he could furnish no other
information which would support his theory in this regard.
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He displayed an article, however, which he claimed
appeared in the "National Inquirer", dated May 31, 1977,
which reported that WILLIAM SOMMERSETT, Miami, Florida Union
organizer, had claimed that he had overheard a conversation
between unidentified members of the Sanitation Workers Union
and the Longshoremens Union in Washington, D. C. on April 1,
1968, wherein a statement was made by one of the individuals
when discussing the labor situation in Memphis during that
time, that if Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING returned to
Memphis "we don't have any alternative but to kill him"
because his activities in Memphis at the time were harming
labor's cause. Article further stated that SOMMERSETT had
reported this information to the Miami Police Department
authorities and that it had been referred by that agency to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Article further stated
that SOMMERSETT claimed he had overheard this conversation
while in Washington attending a meeting of the National
Labor Relations Board on April 1, 1968.

DALTON could furnish no additional information
concerning this matter, nor could he furnish anymore informa-
tion supporting his belief that Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING
was possibly killed for individuals having an interest in
prolonging the labor strike of the sanitation workers at
Memphis, Tennessee during that period. He stated he had
maintained a file on the information developed by him through
his investigation concerning MC WHIRTER's involvement with
Mayor JOE DAVIS during the strike of the sanitation workers
in Huntsville, Alabama during 1971, and would make it avail-
able for further review if needed.

[[*)
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DIRECTOR, FBI 10/10/78

SAC, MOBILE 5 4, } é >7

MURKIN - ,

The following information is set forth for the
information of the Bureau as Mobile does not know to what
extent it is pertinent to the assassination hearings
presently taking place iIn Congress:

JAMES [CUNNINGHEN, Bxecutive Vice President,
Alabama Hotel a Motel Association, 660 Adams Street,
Montgomery, Alabima, telephone 263-3407, advised SSRA
ROBERT L. FRYE of\ the Montgomery Resident Agency that
he had received a\letter from JAMES EARL RAY, the con=-
victed assassin of\Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, requesting
information relative to records maintained by hotels and
motels in Alabama. RAY was specifically interested in
the dates of March 30 and 31, but he did not specify what
vear he was concerned with or specifically what he de-
sired from the records. RAY was interested in determining
information from records of motels in the Decatur, Alabama,
area.

CUNNINGHAM stated the nature of this inquiry
concerned whether or not motels were required to main~
tain records of registrations by name for a certain number
of years in order to substantiate tax status. He stated
this inquiry also was made to the National Hotel and Motel
Association,

CUNNINGHAM pointed out that this inquiry would
have to be replied to in the negative as he knows of no
records a motel has to maintain for tax purposes in
respect to individual registrations.

No further action being taken on the above, and
information furnished to the Bureau only to advise of in-
quiry by JAMES EARL RAY.

2 - Bureau g~ Y .0
A - Mobile ¥ ot

- 7
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