
FBI NEW HAVEN . : .

FBI MEMPHIS

534PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF .

TO DIRECTOR, NEW HAVEN, CHARLOTTE, AND BIRMINGHAM 

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) IP

MURKIN - CR. .

RE KANSAS CITY TEL APRIL SEVEN, SIXTY EIGHT, SIX FORTY FIVE 

AM.

KANSAS CITY TEL REQUESTED THAT NEW HAVEN FURNISH MEMPHIS 

COMPLETE SUMMARY CONCERNING ONE VINCENT DE ^ALMA.

REQUEST NEW HAVEN, RATHER THATN FURNISH NUMMARY RE DE PALMA, 

ESTABLISH DE PALMA’S WHEREABOUTS ON MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY, 

AND APRIL FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. IN EVENT DE PALMA’S 

WHEREABOUTS CAN BE ESTABLISHED ON THOSE THREE DAYS, IT WOULD NOT 

- APPEAR THAT HE COULD BE OF INTEREST IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED 

CASE. MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY ARE DATES OF INTEREST TO . 

BIRMINGHAM SINCE WEAPON IN INSTANT CASE BOUGHT IN BIRMINGHAM. 

APRIL FOUR OF INTEREST BECAUSE THIS DATE THAT MURDER TOOK PLACE 

IN MEMPHIS. ■

NEW HAVEN ADVISE WEN SUFFICEIENT INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN

CONDUCTED TO ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF DE PALMA

end ^^

FBI NEW HAVEN ,^ jl.0^ f\ ( ~ . f/

ON PERTINENT DAYS.

MARCHED L____ INDEXED W 
serializedM-^oled—J^^^ .
. a/>R7 1968^
\ 1 FBI-^NEW WjVEN /1/lMy w
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’; Transmit the following in

. Via TELETYPE

Date: 4/7/68

PLAIN TEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, BOSTON, MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM

FROM NEW HAVEN (157-818)

MURKIN - CR. 00 - ME

RENHTEL THIS DATE TO BS, ME, KC AND CE

FOR INFO OF BIRMINGHAM, MOTHER OF VINCENT PAUL D

BRISTOL, CONN. ADVISED THIS DATE THAT DE PALMA CONTACT

PALMA

HER

IN PERSON IN BRISTOL HOSPITAL ON APRIL FIVE LAST STATING HE HAD

ARRIVED IN BRISTOL ABOUT NOON THAT DATE, AND HAD SUBSEQUENTLY

SEEN HIS CHILDREN AND HIS FATHER WHO IS IN STATE HOSPITAL, NORWICH

CONN. MRS DE PALMA STATED DE PALMA HAS BEEN RESIDING SINCE EARLY

FEBRUARY TO DATE IN MIDDLETOWN, RHODE ISLAND WHERE EMPLOYED AS BUS

DRIVER

BOSTON HAS LEADS TO ASCERTAIN DE PALMA'S WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL

FOUR, SIXTYEIGHT

BOSTON DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF DE PALMA ON MARCH TWO NINE AND

THIRTY LAST SINCE THESE DATES ARE OF INTEREST TO

WEAPON IN CASE PURCHASED IN BIRMINGHAM

WHB/rJc

Approved:
Agent in Charge

6// ^/7^

u/4 Fi/of” 
Sent $$ &tot P m

BIRMINGHAM SINCE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI NEW HAVEN vw

8-06PM URGENT 4/7/68 RJC

TO DIRECTOR* BOSTON* MEMPHIS* BIRMINGHAM
*J

FROM NEW HAVEN (157-818)

MURKIN - CR* 00 - ME

RENHTEL THIS DATE TO BS* ME* KC AND CE

FOR INFO OF BIRMINGHAM* MOTHER OF VINCENT PAUL DE PALMA*

BRISTOL* CONN* ADVISED THIS DATE THAT DE PALMA CONTACTED HER

IN PERSON IN BRISTOL HOSPITAL ON APRIL FIVE LAST STATING HE HAD

ARRIVED IN BRISTOL ABOUT NOON THAT DATE* AND HAD SUBSEQUENTLY

SEEN HIS CHILDREN AND HIS FATHER WHO IS IN STATE HOSPITAL* NORWICH*

CONN* MRS DE PALMA STATED DE PALMA HAS BEEN RESIDING SINCE EARLY

FEBRUARY TO DATE IN MIDDLETOWN* RHODE ISLAND WHERE EMPLOYED AS BUS

DRIVER

BOSTON HAS LEADS TO ASCERTAIN DE PALMA’S WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL

FOUR* SIXTYEIGHT

BOSTON DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF DE PALMA

THIRTY LAST SINCE THESE DATES ARE OF INTEREST

WEAPON IN CASE PURCHASED IN BIRMINGHAM

END

WMG

FBI BOSTON

TO BIRMINGHAM SINCE

ON MARCH TWO NINE AND

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

808PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF

TO ALL SACS

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 2P

murkin; cr. oo Memphis.

RE BUTEL TO ALL SAC’S APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT.

FOR INFO ALL OFFICES, PERTINENT PERIODS IN INVESTIGATION

ARE MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA., AND

APRIL FOUR, SIXTY EIGHT, IN MEMPHIS, TENN*

IN EVENT ANY DATA DEVELOPED RE SUSPECTS, IF INTERESTED 

OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF SUSPECTS ON DATES ABOVE, 

THIS MAY ELIMINATE SUSPECT. IF THIS CANNOT BE DONE, EFFORTS 

SHOULD BE MADE TO SECURE PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECTS IN QUESTION AND 

FQRWARD PHOTOS TO,MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATION. 

PERTINENT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD BE INCLUDED WITH PHOTOS.

IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE ON BASI S OF ESTABLI SHED WHEREABOUTS 

IN PERTINENT PERIODS, INTERESTED OFFICES SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS 

TO SECURE FINGERPRINTS*OF SUSPECT IN QUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME TO 

BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION.

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION, BASED ON DATA DEVELOPED IN BIRMINGHAM

AND MEMPHIS, IS AS FOLLOWS:



PAGE TWO

SUSPECT MALE WHITE, AGE TWENTY SIX TO FORTY YEARS, HEIGHT 

FIVE FT. EIGHT TO FIVE FT. ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED' FIFTY TO 

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS.; DARK BROWN OR SANDY HAIR, COMBED STRAIGHT 

BACK. EYES BLUE OR GREEN; MEDIUM RUILD; COMPLEXION AVERAGE, 

SMOOTH. GENERAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE; NEAT.

, POSSIBLITY EXISTS SUSPECT IS NON-SMOKER. INDICATIONS WERE 

THAT SUSPECT RENTED ROOM BETWEEN THREE AND THREE THIRTY PM, 

APRIL FOUR, LAST, AND DEPARTED ROOM SHORTLY AFTER SIX PM. NO 

MATCHES OR CIGARETTES FOUND DURING THAT PERIOD, WHICH SUGGESTS 

SUSPECT MAY BE NON-SMOKER.

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUST BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU, 

MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM. P.

END

DRU BU.•.PJF 

FBI-BUFFALO

AL*••DER

FBI ALBANY

BS.•.WMG

FBI BOSTON

NH...RJC

FBI NEW HAVEN
i

TU CLR



FBI MEMPHIS ■

808PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF

SACS A’

FROM MEMPHIS <44-1987) HP

URKl 00 MEMPHIS#

E HOTEL TO ALL SAC’S APRIL SIXTY EIGHT.

INFO ALL OFFIC? THENT PERIODS IN INVESTIGATION

APE MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY IN BIV!NINGHAN* ALA AND

APRIL FOOL* SIXTY PHIS* TENN* P

IN EVENT AMY DATA DEVELOPED SUSPECTS! IF INTERESTED

OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF .SUSPECTS ON DATES DROVE*

TH! ELIMINATE SU IF THIS CANNOT BE DONE*

SHOULD PE MADE TO SECURE PHOTON SUSPECTS IN QUESTION AND

FORWARD PHOTOS TO MEMPHIS 'ii FOE POSSIBLE ELIMINATION

DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD BK INCLUDED PITH PHOTO

IF UNABLE TO FLIRT ON BASIS OF ESTABLISHED ’HEREABOUTS

IP PERTINENT PERIODS* INTERESTED OFFICES SHOULD

TO FINGERPRINTS OF ’SUSPECT IN QUESTION AND SOFFIT SAME TO

ELIMINATE?

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION* ; ON DAT VELOPED I.N BIRMINGHAM

PHIS* IS ASFULLO

SERIALIZED^
A^7 4968/

FBI—NEW HAVEN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PARE TUO

SUSPECT MALE WHITE# ARE TWENTY SIX TO FORTY YEARS# HEIGHT 

FIVE FT* EIGHT TO FIVE FT# ELEVEN INCHES# ONE HUNDRED FIFTY TO 

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS*5 DARK BROUN OR SANDY HAIR# COMBED STRAIGHT 

BACK. EYES BLUE OR GREEN J MEDIUM WILD?' COMPLEXION AVERAGE# ' 

SMOOTH. GENERAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE? NEAT*

POSSIBLITY EXISTS SUSPECT IS NON-SMOKER. INDICATIONS WERE 

THAT SUSPECT RENTED ROOM BETWEEN THREE AND THREE THIRTY PM# 

APRIL FOUR# LAST# AND DEPARTED ROOM SHORTLY AFTER SIX PM* NO 

MATCHES Or CIGARETTES FOUND DURING THAI PERIOD# WHICH SUGGESTS 

SUSPECT MAY BE NON-SMOKER* '

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUST BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU# 

MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM* P* 

END

DES BO.*.PJF ■

FBI-BUFFALO

AL*..DEB

FBI ALBANY

BS..•RMG

FBI BOSTON ' ; ■ ■

FBI NEU HAVEN
TH CITE ' . : ^^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI NEW HAVEN

8-49PM URGENT 4/7/68 RJC

TO DIRECTOR AND NEW YORK

FROM NEW HAVEN (157-818)

MURKIN - CR. 00 - ME

REALTEL THIS DATE

DONALD H. ROY, ONE THREE THREE PROSPECT ST-, MANCHESTER, CONN

ADVISED THIS DATE BARTON AND ROY COMPANY, MANCHESTER IS A

DISTRIBUTOR OF LAUNDRY SUPPLIES AND NOT ENGAGED IN LAUNDERING

BUSINESS. ROY ADVISED HE HAS NOT BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH COMPANY SINCE

DEATH OF HIS FATHER, HOWARD ROY FIVE YEARS AGO- HE SAID FATHER AND

EDWARD BARTON, ALSO DECEASED WERE PARTNERS. HE ADVISED HE WORKED AS

SALESMAN FOR COMPANY NINETEEN FIFTY NINE TO NINETEEN SIXTY ONE

DURING WHICH TIME THEY WERE DISTRIBUTORS FOR THERMO SEAL MARKING

MACHINES. HE ADVISED THAT THE COMPANY NOT SOLE DISTRIBUTOR AND OTHERS

WORKED TERRITORY. ROY STATED HE DEALT WITH FRED WEBER, FACTORY

REPRESENTATIVE, TEXTILE MACHINE COMPANY AND THAT WEBER WOULD KNOW

LOCATION OF ALL THERMO SEAL MARKING MACHINES IN CONNECTICUT. HE

ADVISED WEBER RESIDES LONG ISLAND, N.Y. RETEL ADVISED WEBER^RESID

END PAGE ONE 6u>#

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO

THREE THREE

SKYLARK LANE, STONYBROOK, LONG ISLAND, TELEPHONE NUMBER SEVEN FIVE 

ONE DASH TWO ONE THREE FIVE- ROY ADVISED THERMO SEAL MACHINE BECAUSE 

OF HIGH COST NOT WIDELY USED THIS AREA AND ADVISED HE SOLD ABOUT 

TEN MACHINES IN NEW ENGLAND- HE ADVISED NO RECORDS AVAILABLE THESE 

SALES.BUT RECALLED THE NAMES OF CUSTOMERS STORES AND NONE OF THE 

STORES BEGIN WITH THE LETTER B.

;___ NEW YORK SHOULD CONTACT WEBER FOR COMPLETE LIST THESE MACHINES 

SOLD IN CONN. AND ADVISE.

NH UNABLE TO HANDLE LEAD AT BARRY CLEANERS, THREE ONE SIX 

BRIDGE APPROACH, NEW LONDON SHOPPING CENTER, NEW LONDON, CONN. RE 

LAUNDRY MARK UNTIL OWNER OF LAUNDRY RETURNS FROM NEW JERSEY MORNING 

OF APRIL EIGHT NEXT. OWNER UNAVAILABLE AND IN NEW JERSEY AS OF 

THIS DATE.

END

RDB

FBI NEW YORK

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date: 4/7/68

^Wsnit the following in PLAIN TEXT
»\

(Type in plaintext or code)

id TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR AND NEW YORK

FROM NEW HAVEN (157-819)

MURKIN - CR. 00 - ME

REALTEL THIS DATE

DONALD H. ROY, ONE THREE THREE PROSPECT ST., MANCHESTER, CONN

ADVISED THIS DATE BARTON AND ROY COMPANY, MANCHESTER IS A

DISTRIBUTOR OF LAUNDRY SUPPLIES AND NOT ENGAGED IN LAUNDERING

BUSINESS. ROY ADVISED HE HAS NOT BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH COMPANY SINCE

DEATH OF HIS FATHER, HOWARD ROY FIVE YEARS AGO. HE SAID FATHER AND

EDWARD BARTON, ALSO DECEASED WERE PARTNERS. HE ADVISED HE WORKED AS

SALESMAN FOR COMPANY NINETEEN FIFTY NINE TO NINETEEN SIXTY ONE

DURING WHICH TIME THEY WERE DISTRIBUTORS FOR THERMO SEAL MARKING

MACHINES. HE ADVISED THAT THE COMPANY NOT SOLE DISTRIBUTOR AND OTHELS;

TORKED TERRITBRY. ROY STATED HE DEALT WITH FRED WEBER, FACTORY

REPRESENTATIVE, TEXTILE MACHINE COMPANY AND THAT WEBER WOULD KNOW

LOCATION OF ALL THERMO SEAL MARKING MACHINES IN CONNECTICUT HE

ADVISED WEBER RESIDES LONG ISLAND, N.Y. RETEL ADVISED WEBER

JUR/rjc

Approved: Sent
Spec Igent in Charge

RESIDES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI NEW HAVEN

FBI ALBANY

1125PM URGENT 4-7-68 DER

TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS, BOSTON, NEWARK, NEW HAVEN 

AND NEW YORK.

FROM ALBANY 157-253

MURKIN CR 00 MEMPHIS

RE ALBANY TELETYPE FOUR SIX LAST.

EXPERT AT TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE CO. OBSERVED COLOR 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF LAUNDRY TAPES AND ADVISED THIS IS FIVE CHARACTER 

MACHINE, FIRST TWO CHARACTERS FIFTEEN POINT TYPE, LAST THREE 

CHARACTERS EIGHTEEN POINT TYPE WITH THIRD CHARACTER DEFINITELY 

A LETTER B, NOT NUMBER THREEC3)• HE ADVISED THIS CODE USED NORTH­

EASTERN UNITED STATES. THE TYPE ON THE TAP2 VERY UNUSUAL, LIMITED 

TO NO MORE THAN TEN MACHINES MANUFACTURED BY TEXTILE MARKING

MACHINE CO. IDENTITIES OF THOSE MACHINES WILL BE OBTAINED

AM FOUR EIGHT NEXT AND FURNISHED IMMEDIATELY TO INTERESTED OFFICES.

END

DES

FBI NEW HAVEN

7

£?jiv^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI F’..’ HAVEN

FBI *LBANJY 

1125PM URGENT 4-7-68 DER 

TO'DIRECTOR BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS# BOSTON, NEWARK, NEU HAVEN 

AND NEU YO.EK* 

PHNOM ALBANY 157-2 53

-'IRKIN OR 00 MEMPHIS

BE ALBANY TELETYPE FOOD SIX LAST*

EXPERT AT TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE CO- OBSERVED COLOR 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF LAUNDRY TAPES AND ADVISED THIS IS FIVE CHARACTER 

MACHINE, FIRST TEO CHARACTERS FIFTEEN POINT TYPE, LAST THREE 

CHARACTERS EIGHTEEN POINT TYPE HI TH THIRD CHARACTER DEFINITELY 

A LETTER B, NOT NUMBER THREEC3)* HE ADVISED THIS CODE USED NORTH­

EASTERN UNITED STATES* THE TYPE ON THE TAPE VEP.Y UNUSUAL# LIMITED 

TO NO MORE THAN TEN MACHINES MANUFACTURED' RY TEXTILE MARKING 

MACHINE CO* IDENTITIES OF- THOSE MACHINES HILL BE OBTAINED 

AM FOUR RIGHT NEXT AND FURNISHED IMMEDIATELY TO INTERESTED OFFICES* 

END 

DES 

FBI i^EP HAVEN

f-BI —NEW HAVEN

SEARCHED ... 
SERIALIZED...

.INDEXED 
FILED™

API



FBI NEW HAVEN

FBI DENVER

2:05 AM MST URGENT 7-8-68 FCD

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, BUTTE, KANSAS CITY, LITTLE ROCK, NEW HAVEN, 

AND SALT LAKE CITY

FROM: DENVER (157-203) 2P

MURKIN,- CR* 00: MEMPHIS*

RE BOSTON TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL EIGHT, SIXTY EIGHT*

FOR INFORMATION KC AND NH, BOSTON OFFICE INTERVIEWED VINCENT, 

JAMES DE„ PALMA, NEWPORT, R*I*, FORMER MINUTEMAN, WHO REPEATED INFO 

HE PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED TO ATTD INVESTIGATOR KARL E* TERLAU AT DENVER

JANUARY LAST TO EFFECT THAT MINUTEMEN PLANNED TO KILL KING, ETC**

DE BALMA ADVISED THAT IF MINUTEMEN RESPONSIBLE ASSASSIN COULD BE ’ 

MIKE \nU FROM TEXAS DESCRIBED WM, ITALIAN EXTRATION, TWENTY SIX, 

FIVE FRET Tfei INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS*, LIGHT COMPLEXION, 

THICK BLACK CURLbWR* MIKE OWNED MILK TRUCK PAINTED WHITE WITH

KANSAS LICENSE LAST KNOW^-T^^BE PARKED AT TOPAZ MINING CO* NEAR 

SALT LAKE CITY*

DENVER FILES CONTAIN COPY OF TERLAU’S REPOTrF-DATED £AN* TWENTY 

TWO, SIXTY EIGHT, AND REFLECT THAT SAME HAS BEEN FURNISHED TO ALL

LISTED OFFICES* NO ADDITIONAL INFO IN DENVER FILES RE MIKE*

KANSAS CITY AND NEW HAVEN AS 00 OF MINUTEMEN AND DE PALMA CASES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

DN 157-203

BUTTE, LITTLE ROCK, AND SALT LAKE CITY OFFICES SUTEL MEMPHIS 

RESULTS OF PRIOR INVESTIGATION TO VERIFY INFO PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED 

BY DE PALMA TO ATTD*

DENVER WILL RECONTACT ATTU INVESTIGATOR TERLAU.

END 

RG 

FBI NEW HAVEN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI NEW HAVEN

FBI BOSTON

936AM URGENT 4/8/68 2P PJC

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, NEW HAVEN, NEW YORK, ALBANY & NEWARK 

FROM BOSTON

MINUTEMEN, IS, MURKIN.

REBOSTEL FOUR EIGHT INSTANT.

FOLLOWING INFO FURNISHED ON CONFIDENTIAL BASES BY 

VINCENT DI PALMA.

MINUTEMEN HAD GENERAL PLAN TO FOMENT CIVIL STRIFE BY 

KILLING NEGRO LEADERS, MARTIN LUTHER. KING, RAP BROWN, AND 

STOKELY CARMICHAEL AND THEREAFTER TO SEIZE'POWER IN CONFUSION. 

NO SPECIFIC TIME TABLE SET AND CARMICHAEL HAD LEAST PRIORITY 

BECAUSE HE WAS ALREADY FOMENTING CIVIL STRIFE HIMSELF.

MINUTEMEN ALSO PLANNED TO KILL NEW YORK ATTORNEY GENERAL 

LOUIS LEFKOWITZ AND TO KIDNAP AND KILL USA, KANSAS CITY, 

MO., FOR PROSECUTION AGAINST MINUTEMEN AND ROBERT B.

DE PUGH, AND ATTU AGENTS JAMES MOORE AND FRANK BELLIKI,

KANSAS CITY, MO., AND FBI INVETIGATOR OF MINUTEMEN IN

Jv

KANSAS CITY DESCRIBED AS ELDERLY, SHORT AND WITH GRAY HAIR.

u

SEARCHED_______ INDEXED
SERIALIZED____ _FILED _

APR 81968

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



THEY PLANNED TO PLACE A BOMB AT THE DOOR OF FBI

OFFICE, NEW HAVEN, CONN., AFTER WORKING HOURS, NOT TO

INJURE PEOPLE BUT TO CAUSE CONFUSION.

FROM TIME TO TIME MINUTEMEN HAVE CONDUCTED SURVEILLANCES

OF INDIVIDUALS IN THEIR OFFICES CONCERNING THESE PLANS-

MINUTEMEN MEMBERS IN CONNECTICUT IDENTIFIED AS 
DR. CONVARD, OPTOMETRIST, BRIDGEPORT, CON^., GEORGE BR^WN, 

FIRE DEPARTMENT,^ WATEBURY, CONN., THOMAS H^T, BRIDGEPORT, 

CONN., JOSEPH FABIANO, TWENTYSEVEN AND A HALF WALL ST,

WATERBURY, CONN. ^MEETINGS HELD ON FARM IN NAUGATUCK, CONN.

DE PUGH HAS STANDING ORDERS TO BLOW UP COURTROOM OR

COURT HOUSE RATHER THAN LET HIMSELF BE TRIED^AND CONVICTED 

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT DENVER, BUTTE, LITTLE \oCK,

SALT LAKE CITY, AND MEMPHIS.

END

LAC

FBI NEW HAVEN



MURKIN

SEVEN, LAST

ZERO. FIVE AND SEVEN TEN P*MTENN*, BETWEEN SEVEN

HE STATED AFTER ARRIVING AT MEMPHIS MUNICIPAL

RENT A CAR AND WHILE

VATIONS, LEARNED

SECTION TO WHICH

CHICAGO WITH HOEHING

END PAGE ONE

FOUR, LAST HE AND W*F

OF THE SITUATION IN MEMPHIS

CHICAGO TELETYPE,RE

ALFRED C SPOERL, ONE

IN MEMPHIS WENT

DELPHIA, MISS*, TO MEMPHIS

FBI WASH DC

FBI NEW HAVEN

1143AM URGENT

TO DIRECTOR

4/8/68 LAC

FROM NEW HAVEN (157-818)

APRIL SEVEN, LAST; MEMPHIS TELETYPE, APRIL

TWO NINE OLD FIELD ROAD, TRUMBULL, CONN

EMPLOYED NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION MANAGER U*S ELECTRICAL MOTORS, OLD

GATE LANE, MILFORD, CONN*, ADVISED ON APRIL SEVEN, LAST, THAT ON APRIL

HO WING EMPLOYED SAME FIRM, DRIVING FROM PHILA-

TENNESSEE, LEFT PHILADELPHIA, MISS, BETWEEN

FOUR AND FOUR FIFTEEN P.M., THAT DATE, VIA CAR AND ARRIVED MEMPHIS,

SAME DATE

AIRPORT RENTED AVI S

PROCEEDING TO HOLIDAY INN SOUTH, WHERE HAD RESER­

HEARD ON THE RADIO THAT

PROCEEDING BARRICADED AND DECIDED TO CANCEL RESERVATIONS

BACK TO AIRPORT AND MADE RESERVATIONS ON FLIGHT BACK TO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

PROCEEDED THEN TO CHICAGO ON APRIL FOUR, LAST, AND THEN ON TO 

CONNECTICUT FOR WEEKEND* DESCRIBED AVIS RENT A CAR AS A DODGE CORONET, 

WHITE IN COLOR, WITH BLACK VINYL TOP, RENTED FROM AVIS RENT A CAR, 

JACKSON , MISS* 

SPOERL DESCRIBED AS WHITE, MALE, FORTY YEARS OLD, SIX FEET ONE 

INCH, ONE HUNDRED NINETY POUNDS, BLOND HAIR, RECEDING HAIRLING* 

FINGERPRINTS BEING OBTAINED AND HOEHING TO BE INTERVIEWED BY 

Z NEW HAVEN. 

END 

CAB 

FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Uate: 4-8-68 I

Transmit the following in ._______     I
(Type in plaintextorcode) I

I 
Via_______ TELETYPE___________URGENT_______ ____________________ I

(P riority) ~ J
--------------------- --------- ------------------- .--------- - -----------------------—----------------- -__J___________ .

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: NEW HAVEN (157-818) 

MURKIN

RE: CHICAGO TELETYPE, APRIL SEVEN, LAST; 
MEMPHIS TELETYPE, APRIL SEVEN, LAST

ALFRED C. SPK)ERL, ONE TWO NINE OLD FIELD ROAD, 

TRUMBULL, CONN., EMPLOYED NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION MANAGER, 

U.S. ELECTRICAL MOTORS,\OLD GATE LANE, MILFORD, CONN., ADVISED 

ON APRIL SEVEN, LAST, THAT ON APRIL FOUR, LAST, HE AND W.F. 

HOEHING EMPLOYED SAME FIRM, DRIVING FROM PHILADELPHIA, MISS., 

TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, LEFT PHILADELPHIA, MISS., BETWEEN 

FOUR AND FOUR FIFTEEN P.M., THAT DATE, VIA CAR AND ARRIVED 

MEMPHIS, TENN., BETWEEN SEVEN ZERO FIVE AND SEVEN TEN P.M., 

SAME DATE.

HE STATED AFTER ARRIVING AT MEMPHIS MUNICIPAL 

AIRPORT RENTED AVIS RENT A CAR AND WHILE PROCEEDING TO HOLIDAY 

INN SOUTH, WHERE HAD RESERVATIONS, LEARNED OF THE SITUATION

IN MEMPHIS. HEARD ON THE RADIO THAT SECTION TO WHICH PROCEEDING

BARRICADED AND DECIDED TO CANCEL RESERVATIONS IN MEMPHIS.

7 - New Haven 
DM:jml (1)

Approved: -__________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



l^D,'36J(Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in____________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via___________ ___________ ______ ________________
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

WENT BACK TO AIRPORT AND MADE RESERVATIONS ON FLIGHT BACK TO 

CHICAGO WITH HOEHING.

PROCEEDED THEN TO CHICAGO ON APRIL FOUR, LAST, AND 

THEN ON TO CONNECTICUT FOR WEEKEND. DESCRIBED AVIS RENT A 

CAR AS A DODGE CORONET, WHITE IN COLOR, WITH BLACK VINYL TOP, 

RENTED FROM AVIS RENT A CAR, JACKSON, MISS.

SPOERL DESCRIBED AS WHITE, MALE, FORTY YEARS OLD, 

SIX FEET ONE INCH, ONE HUNDRED NINETY POUNDS, BLOND HAIR, 

RECEDING HAIRLINE.

FINGERPRINTS BEING OBTAINED AND HOEHING TO BE 

INTERVIEWED BY NEW HAVEN.

Appr0Ved: ------ ------------------------------------ Sent _______________ M Per __________ ____
special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOvIJnMENT

Memorandum
SAC (157-818) DATE: 4/5/68

ATTENTION SA J. G. NAGLE 
SA THURL STALNAKER

subject: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING
RACIAL MATTER

The following informants were contacted on 
4/4/68, regarding captioned matter in accordance with 
Bureau instructions. No pertinent information has 
been received from them, to date, concerning this 
matter.

NH 505-TE-C
NH 533-C
NH 507-C
PCI WILLIAM MICHAELS
PCI JOHN PAUL RAFALOWSKI

TS/clf 
(2)

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC (157-818)

ATTENTION SA J. G. MAGUS 
SA THURL STALNAKER

4/5/68

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN 
WISER KING 
RACIAL MATTER

The following infornanta *oro contacted on 
4/4/68, regarding captioned natter in accordance with 
Bureau instructions. No pertinent infornation has 
been received iron then, to date, concerning thia 
natter.

MH 505-TK-C
MH 533-C
NH 507-C
PCI WILLIAM MICHAELS
PCI JOHN PAUL RAFAMNSKI

T8/clf 
®>

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1»62 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

SAC, NEW HAVEN (157-818) date: 4/5/68

SA ROBERT E. SHORTELLE

subject: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
RACIAL MATTERS

On 4/4/68 NH*529-C and PCI PAUL ANDREWS were contacted and 
advised that they knew of no talk of trouble due to the 
assassination but would be on the lookout for such talk and 
should anything come to their attention that would be of 
interest to the FBI they would immediately make that infor­
mation available.

1 - 137-1205
1 - 137-1293

fifc:res
^ (3)
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JNITED STATES1 WaCT®^? JUSTICE 
igDERAI. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINOTON, D.C. 20537

A."

«<•

1 1 Director.

The following FBI record, NUMBER ^ 99c) G . is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER ARRESTED OR 

RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

PD Hartford Conn

PD Hartford Conn

P’ art ford Conh^

William L. 
Willard 
#44249-P69

William L. 
Willard 
044249-P69

^William Leslie

5-1-67

5-9-67

8-9-67

AWOL

AWOL

B Of P
Willard 
#44249-P-69

S^
Still

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnisHed-^gI^^4ingerbTh*» 
contributors. Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of chargewaBtiwWn  ̂
muni cate with agency contributing those fingerprints. y

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investi-
gative leads as being possibly identical with subject of this record. U t MVIHMin RIHTIH OfflCI i»M O-M5-«ll
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SAC (157-818) 4/6/68

SA EWARD F. STILES (P)

Assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.

PetectiveRUSSELL HUGHES, West Hartford Pdliae Department on 
4/6/6$ telephonically furnished following Information:

Hid department as wellas Hartford PP has, been investigating 
WILLIAM LESLIE Wll^^ passing do sod account checks. WILL* V 
^ARB^nd twobrothers formerly operated Willard’s Shell Service, J '
Rocky Hill, Corm., and although checking account Closed in 19651/ 
afere^ned UJLLARD ^s drawn checkMiuthe account*
rWII^U$P descibed as White, born , Harford, Conn., 6,4M”|i
190‘lbs., dark brown hair, blue eyes, heavy build and resided \, 
^ItMjdfe, IRM^ Rodd, West Hartford, Conn. About ;
or^ year agb> this man known to have purchased rifles and shot- 
guh sT'at SE AM West Hartford# and later exchanged . them,
for other guns* He served in U.b. Army but received medical dis* ’ 
charge due to mental condition.

Approximately 3 to4 weeks ago WILLARD left, residence and not 
Heard from until night of 4/5/68 when he called his mother, MRS. i 
Hty/AOidLUB, 38 Robinswood Drive, Wethersfield, seeking funds ^ 
sq' that ha could return home, de told his mother he was at Yuma,. 
Arizona# and had been in a hospital following a fall. If he re* ^ 
calved the money, he intended to fly home , on morning of 4/6/68. 
If is not known if the mother sent him any money# * .
Detective HUGHES stated he had seen the artist’s conception of ^ 
GNSUBin the Hartford Courant of 4/6/68 and WILLARD closely re* J 
sembles UNSUB; significant that when UNSUB registered in rooming '^ 
house in Memphis across the street from motel aV which KING was ^j 
slain that UNSUB used the name JOHN WILLARD,

According to Detective HUGEES, if WILLARD returns hone, his fam*’, 
ily is going"to have him committed to a Rental institution. ^>

K?S (2) ZT7- y/2r^
SEARCHED

SERIAL^

FBI —NEW h.-

1
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157'-818

st

-In collection with foregoing, a"teletype was sent to bureau, 
Memphis and Phoenix with request that phoenix at Yw, Arizona, 
check hospitals for a record on KILURD and 'determine dates of J 
hospitalization. ' k

Two photos Qf.klUARDj taken 5-1-67, were,: obtained at Hartford PD.
One photo sent directly to Memphis and second photo, designated for

, . instant file.* HLUKB’S arrest record,, under FBI / 30 999 p, re- 
? fleets arrests by Hartford PD on ^/l/67 and 5/9/67 for AWOL and 
; on B/$/^7t fo? breach of Peace; which was?no^ ;

ADDENDUM; "Detective HUGHES, West iMrtford PD., at 4i30 PM, call- - 
ed to state that at 4:05/Prf”he. received a call Hon WILLARD who 
advised he had learned HUGHES was looking for him. WJLLARD^stated 
he had returned from Ywa, Arizona, earlier in the day and had 
voluntarily committed himself to the Horwich State Hospital at Nor* 

. with. Det* HUGHES verified this with hospital authorities and learn­
ed that WILLARD ^11 be at the hospital a riinimun of 3 to 4 days^

..A second- teletype was sent Bureau, Memphis-and' Phoenix Advising.of 
- WrtURp.»$> i^tion,, * '

2.

4
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TO

FROM

W>1^; ’ W 

‘J f .■ft , 
|‘ OPTIONALFOhM NO.So 

‘ MAY 1892 EpJTION 
6S4d^N. REG. NO. 27

A<' ■ 9010-101

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC (157-818)

SA EDWARD F. STILES (P)

=<

date: 4/6/68

if

subject: Assassination of MARTIN LUTHER 

RM

KING, Jr

Detective RUSSELL HUGHES, West, Hartford Police Department on 
4/6/68 telephonically furnished following Information:

Hid department as wellas Hartford PD has been investigating 
WILLIAM LESLIE WILLARD for passing closed account checks. WILL­
ARD and two brothers formerly operated Willard’s Shell Service, 
Rocky Hill, Conn., and although checking account closed in 1965, 
aforenamed WILLARD has drawn checks on the account.
WILLARD descibed as white, born Harford, Conn., 6’ 2”-3”
190 lbs., dark brown hair, blue eyes, heavy build and resided 
with wife, IRENE, at 57 Raymond Road, West Hartford, Conn. About 
one year ago, this man known to have purchased rifles and shot­
guns at SEARS-ROEBUCK, West Hartford, and later exchanged them 
for other guns. He served in U.S. Army but received medical dis­
charge due to mental condition.

Approximately 3 to 4 weeks age WILLARD left residence and not 
heard from until night of 4/5/68 when he called his mother, MRS. 
HOWARD WILLARD, 38 Robinswood Drive, Wethersfield, seeking funds 
so that he could return home. He told his mother he was at Yuma, 
Arizona, and had been in a hospital following a fall. If he re­
ceived the money he intended to fly home on morning of 4/6/68. 
It is not known if the mother sent him any money.

Detective HUGHES seated he had seen the artist’s conception of 
UNSUB in the Hartford Courant of 4/6/68 and WILLARD closely re­
sembles UNSUB; significant that when UNSUB registered in rooming 
house in Memphis across the street from motel at which KING was 
slain that UNSUB used the name JOHN WILLARD.

According to Detective HUGHES, if WILLARD retirns home, his fam- . 
ily is going to have him committed to a mental institution.

EFS
SEARCHED. 

SERIALIZE R
:3.

1
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157 -818

In connection with foregoing, a teletype was sent to Bureau, 
Memphis and Phoenix with request that phoenix at Yuma, Arizona, 
check hospitals for a record on WILLARD and determine dates of 
hospitalization.

Two photos of WILLARD, taken 5-1-67, were obtained at Hartford PD. 
One photo sent directly to Memphis and second photo designated for 
instant file. WILLARD’S arrest record, under FBI # 30 999 G, re­
flects arrests by Hartford PD on 5/1/67 and 5/9/67 for AWOL and 
on 8/9/67 for Breach of Peace which was nolled.

ADDENDUM: Detective HUGHES, West Hartford PD., at 4:30 PM, call­
ed to state that at 4:05 PM he received a call from WILLARD who 
advised he had learned HUGHES was looking for him. WILLARD stated 
he had returned from Yuma, Arizona, earlier in the day and had 
voluntarily committed himself to the Norwich State Hospital at Nor­
wich. Det. HUGHES verified this with hospital authorities and learn 
ed that WILLARD will be at the hospital a minimum of 3 to 4 days.

A second teletype was sent Bureau, Memphis and Phoenix advising of 
WILLARD’S location.

2.
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F B I

Date: 2/5/68

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR FBI, BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS, BOSTON

FROM: NEW HAVEN (157-$ # )

MURKIN* CR* 00 MEMPHIS

RE ALBANY TEL APRIL SEVEN LAST*

HAROLD WEINER, PRESIDENT, BARRY’S CLEANERS, THREE ONE

SIX BRIDGE APPROACH, NEW LONDON, CT*, TODAY ADVISED THAT THE

THERMOSEAL IDENTIFICATION MACHINE M MANUFACTURED BY TEXTILE

MARKING CO., INC., WHICH HE BOUGHT FIVE OR SIX YEARS AGO, WAS

IN USE BY THIS FIRM FOR IDENTIFICATION ON SHIRTS ONLY EOR ONE

YEAR AND WAS THEN SOLD TO JOHN TORES, PROPRIETOR OF CLEANING

ESTABLISHMENT, NAME UNKNOWN, FALL RIVER, MASS

BOSTON LOCATE JOHN TORES, PROPRIETOR OF CLEANING

ESTABLISHMENT AT FALL RIVER AND INTERVIEW IN EFFORT TO

IDENTIFY LAUNDRY MARK AND UNSUB. P,

TMM:md 
(1)

Approved:
Speci nt in large

Sent — Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC •

FBI NEW HAVEN

319PM URGENT 4/8/68 LAC

TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS

AND BOSTON

FROMNEW HAVEN (157-818)

MURKIN* CR* 00 MEMPHIS

RE ALBANY TEL APRIL SEVEN LAST*

HAROLD WEINER, PRESIDENT, BARRY’S CLEANERS, THREE ONE SIX BRIDGE 

APPROACH, NEW LONDON, CT*, TODAY ADVISED THAT THE THERMOSEAL IDENTIFI CAT® 

MACHINE MANUFACTURED BY TEXTILE MARKING CO*, INC*, WHICH HE BOUGHT FIVE 

OR SIX YEARS AGO, WAS IN USE BY THIS FIRM FOR IDENTIFICATION ON SHIRTS 

ONLY FOR ONE YEAR AND WAS THEN SOLD TO JOHN TORES, PROPRIETOR OF CLEAN­

ING ESTABLISHMENT, NAME UNKNOWN, FALL RIVER, MASS­

BOSTON LOCATE JOHN TORES, PROPRIETOR OF CLEANING ESTABLISHMENT 

AT FALL RIVER AND INTERVIEW IN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY LAUNDRY MARK AND 

UNSUB*P* 

ENDBJP 

FBI WASH DC 

(QU — 
D ^^\



NEW HAVENFBI

DENVERFBI

PM URGENT 4-8-68 MH425

NEW HAVEN AND SALT LAKE CITY

FROM DENVER 157-203 3P

MURKIN* CR

SIXTYEIGHT TORE BOSTON TELETYPE APRIL EIGHT*

RE DENVER TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR* BUTTE* MEMPHIS* KANSAS CKTY*

LITTLE ROCK* NEW HAVEN AND SALT LAKE CITY* DATED APRIL

EIGHT* SIXTYEIGHT

REFERENCED BOSTON TELETYPE SET FORTH INFORMATION

IN MONTANA ONE

END PAGE ONE

LITTLE ROCK* MEMPHIE*

LAST

indexe
•WILED

FBI

TO DIRECTOR* BOSTON* BUTTE* KANSAS CITY*

DIRECTOR AND RECEIVING OFFICES

THAT VLN££NT DE P^LMA FURNISHED TO ATTD* DENVER* COLO

DETAILS REGARDING MINUTEMEN HIDEOUT ON FARM NEAR FAYETTEVILLE

ARK.* WERE DE PALMA LAST SAW ROBERT DE PUGH DECEMBER TWENTYTHREE*

DE PALMA HEARD MINUTEMEN HAVE HIDEOUT IN A NATIONAL FOREST

AND ONE-HALF DAYS HIKE FROM NEAREST ROAD

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED 1
APR

t^HAY
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PAGE TWO

DENVER CAN FIND NO INFORMATION IN AVAILABLE FILES 

INDICATING INFORMATION CONCERNING MINUTEMEN HIDEOUT IN A 

NATIONAL FOREST IN MONTANA WAS FURNISHED TO FBI PREVIOUSLY 

BY DE PALMA.

A REVIEW OF INFORMATION FURNISHED TO ATTD IN DENVER 

BY DE PALMA IS NEGATIVE CONCERNING ALLEGED MONTANA NATIONAL 

FOREST HIDEOUT. '

RECONTACT INSTANT DATE OF ATTD AGENT KARL TERLAU. DENVER, 

INDICATED NO INFORMATION CONCERNING MONTANA HIDEOUT FURNISHED 

TO HIM BY DE PALMA.

BUREAU AND RECEIVING OFFICES, EXCEPT BUTTE AND MEMPHIS, 

RECEIVED COPY OF REPORT OF KARL E. TERLAU DATED JANUARY 

TWENTYSECOND, SIXTYEIGHT, CONCERNING THE INTERVIEW OF 

DE PALMA. THAT REPORT FURNISHED AS ENCLOSURE TO DENVER 

AIRTEL TO BUREAU CAPTIONED "MINUTEMAN", IS - MISCELLANEOUS, 

DATED FEBRUARY SECOND, SIXTYEIGHT. COPY OF THAT REPORT 

FURNISHED TO BUTTE AS ENCLOSURE TO REPORT OF SA WILLIAM 

H. BOOTH, JR., DATED FEBRUARY FIFTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT, AT 

NEW HAVEN, CAPTIONED "VINCENT PAUL DE PALMA, AKA." 

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

COPY OF ABOVE-MENTIONED ATTD REPORT BEING FORWARDER 

MEMPHIS INSTANT DATE BY AIRTEL*

IN VIEW OF ABOVE INFORMATION, BOSTON INSTRUCTED TO 

RECONTACT DE PALMA CURRENTLY EMPLOYED TRANSIT BUS LINE, 

NEW PORT, RHODE ISLAND, AS INDICATED IN REFERENCED BOSTON 

TELETYPE, AND ASCERTAIN SPECIFICS FROM DE PALMA CONCERNING 

ALLEGED HIDEOUT IN NATIONAL FOREST IN MONTANA 

BOSTON FURNISH BUTTE PERTINENT INFORMATION.

END

DES

FBI NEW HAVEN
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FBI WASH DC

652PM URGENT 4/8/68 GUM

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P

MURKIN

THIS IS THE CASE INVOLVING THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR., ON APRIL FOUR, LAST, IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE.

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANYONE BE TOLD THIS 

INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED MATTER.

IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT A RIFLE ABANDONED NEAR 

SC^NE OF CRIME WAS PURCHASED BY INDIVIDUAL UING THE NAME 

HARVHLLOWMEYER or lowmyer.

LOWEYER OR LOWMYER IS GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS WHITE 

MALE, THIRHSIX YEARS OLD, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES TALL, ONE 

HUNDRED FIFTY - ONE HUNDRED SIXTY POUNDS, BLACK OR DARK BROWN 

HAIR.

IN VIEW OF THE UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES LOWMEYER

AND LOWMYER, ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CHECK YOUR

INDICES, ALL CITY DIRECTORIES, ALL TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES COVERING 

YOUR TERRITORIES, ALL DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS, ALL AUTOMOBILE

SEARCHED &*0—INDEXED
serializedJ/i~med

NEW HAVI

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

END PAGE ONE



PAGE TWO ' ^^

REGISTRATION RECORDS, VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS, AND 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL RECORDS ON THE SURNAMES LOWMEYER 

AND LOWMYER, IN VIEW OF THE UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES, 

DO NOT CONFINE YOUR CHECK TO HARVEY LOWMEYER AND LOWMYER 

ONLY* ANY INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED AS BEARING THESE SURNAMES 

SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY CHECKED OUT COVERING THE PERTINENT 

PERIOD* YOU SHOULD ALSO APPROPRIATELY CHECKOUT ALL 

BOMBING SUSPECTS IN YOUR TERRITORIES*

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND GIVE TOP PRIORITY ATTENTION* 

BUFILES CONTAIN NO INFORMATION IDENTIFIABLE ON 

HARVEY LOWMEYER OR LOWMYER. 

END 

SL*** 

A,L* * *DER 

FBI ALBANY 

BS...SEM 

FBI BOSTON 

BU* * * DAT 

FBI-BUFFALO 

NH...DES

FBI NEW HAVEN
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PAGE TEO

RFGISTRATICM RECORDS# VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS# AMD 

CREDIT Ann CRIMINAL RECORDS ON THE. SURNAMES LOLMEYEC 

AMD LO:AYER# IM VIET OF THE GHOSHAL MATURE OF THE MAMES* 

DO MOT COMF1ME YOHS CHECH TO HOEVEN LOEFEYED ADD LOPHYEH 

OHLY. AMY INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED as DEARING THESE SURNAMES 

SHOOLD EE IMMEDIATELY CHECKED OUT COVERING THE PETTI DENT 

rEHOD. YOH SHOULD M.^__ Api^^ CHECKOUT ALL

HUP; T NE SUSPM:YS..I^TmHiU..T^

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND GIVE TOP PHI0PITY ATTENTION* 

HUFILES CONTAIN NO IMPORTATION IDENTIFIABLE ON

HAHVEY LO^IYEP OR LOONY ER*

GN D

SL*..

A,L*..DER

F^I ALBANY

A S • • • A EE

FrT "'OSTOM

. RAJ

pr: I-BUFFALO

FHI NEU HAVEN



WOBO STMIS GWIBMm - 1H0MB®

TO s ALL ISlfTS

FROM 2 SAC Co Mo WWS

SUBMfs 1PREI

For iT^r^air.u^ of all Agents, this matter involves 
murder of MARTIN LiTNB n*xs 1B.S on 4/4/68, in Memphis 
Tennessee,

U^Mh ^0 ( 1. fcTVZli SMnO UavU cZ M<D THIS 
iwistigitic^ jo ft Bi^tTm vnw cmiow? f/wel

sseie of ©rime v^ j 
LOWE IBB or 

Lowm^
V WWBW1

36 ye^s old, SOS^ 
hair, \

? o’ tLfj^iaed that a rlhe sba.ndont^ near 
pi+<6^^^ fey individual using \he ®we.
LCWlM- (Possibly spelled l.M»B. or

or LOWOT is described as white, igl§s 
tall, 150-16© pounds, black or dark brown

All off^e^ sue m^dAT instructions to ^neck
all iit^ diwtc»a?* ail uifpinrw dAeTocr^ all 
drn^iF license r^ut Is n1 3 u omobilA i egxsMatron records, 
iitei registrar ion wn2Ms uM (credit ^imnal records 
under tM. tares 13WE\WS LOWIBB, LOWW os 1(11TIRO

Any individual identified as bgaWng the^ surnames 
should imedi&tely be ©becked out covering the pertinent
period.

t¥21“ ^x- ^^nts having liaison with respective 
polim departments should immediately review 
^,4^3 Tecords at these police departments 

memorandum for instant file.

®* h i-nior R^ldemt Agent should coordinate 
’the WMe-r in bis respective territory and 
*hs.tt,ie- appropriate records described above 
32° o^rie4 immediately.

rTraOFfM OAC MT 33
Till ^ TU^
TuC Txf

1-SAT . M 3 AT Supv o Hawley Ma
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

Date: 4/9/68

TELETYPE
Via_____________

(Type in plaintext or code)
URGENT

(Priority)

TO MEMPHIS

FROM NEW HAVEN (157-818)

MURKIN

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES APRIL EIGHT LAST

ON APRIL NINE, INSTANT, WILLIAM FLAHERTY, RESIDENT TROOPER

CONN. STATE POLICE, LITCHFIELD, CONN. ADVISED THAT ON AM.OF

INSTANT DATE B. WOODRUFF CLARK, POSTMASTER LITCHFIELD, CONN

FOUND MOTEL KEY TO ROOM NUMBER TWENTYTHREE HIGHLAND MOTEL

DICKSON, TENN. IN MAIL BOX IN FRONT OF POST OFFICE. ROPE TO

FLAGPOLE IN FRONT OF POST OFFICE WHERE FLAG AT HALF MAST ALSO

FOUND CUT

ABOVE FURNISHED FOR INFO) AND POSSIBLE ACTION BY YOUR

DIVISION

(1) 
E

/d 7^/?- 3?

Approved: Sent /Q'.^
Agent in Charge

M Per
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W5?

FBI MEMPHIS

FBI NEW HAVEN

1045AMURGENT 4/9/68 LAC

TO MEMPHIS

FROM NEW HAVEN (157-818)

MURKIN

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES APRIL EIGHT LAST*

ON APRIL NINE* INSTANT* WILLIAM FLAHERTY* RESIDENT TROOPER CONN* 

STATE POLICE* LITCHFIELD* CONN* ADVISED THAT ON AM. OF INSTANT ’ 

DATE B* WOODRUFF CLARK* POSTMASTER* LITCHFIELD* CONN. FOUND MOTEL 

KEY TO ROOM NUMBER TWENTYTHREE* HOGHLAND MOTEL* DICKSON* TENN. IN MAIL 

BOX IN FRONT OF POST OFFICE. ROPE TO FLAGPOLE IN FRONT OF POST OFFICE 

WHERE FLAG AT HALF MAST ALSO FOUND CUT.

ABOVE FURNISHED FOR INFO AND POSSIBLE ACTION BY YOUR DIVISION.

ENDSAB ' .

FBI MEMPHIS

'1 ’ '

W -3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Transmit the following in

Via_______AIRTEL______

FBI J
I

Date: 4/7/68 1 !
I

(Type in plain text or code) ^ I

AIR MAIL________ ____________  I
(Priority or Method of Mailing) ’ ■

TO SAC, KNOXVILLE

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SUBJECT: IN - CR

Note ”CHA] 
OF MARTIN LUTHER

ED” title 
ING, JR."

Previously carried under MJ§SlNATION

All offices receiving 
|ias designated above caption

copies of this Airtel note-that Bureau 
as approved code word for* investigation

dealing with murder of Dr. KING. 1 ij

Information under above caption should pertain only to 
investigation that may have bearing on identifying subject instant 
case. All other information pertaining td racial incidents, and
racial activity arising out of assassination of Dr. 
not be submitted under above caption, but should be 
by interested offices under the appropriate caption 
Racial Matters.

KING should 
submitted 
pertaining to

In addition, all offices in receipt of this information 
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security informants, 
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina­
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known 
hate groups.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

ALL COPIES AIR MAIL:

2
2
2
2

- KNOXVILLE 
- ANCHORAGE 
- HONOLULU* 
- LAS VEGAS 
- MIAMI
<- NEW HAVEN

2 - OMAHA 
RGJ:ME 
(26)

2 - SAN DIEGO
2 - TAMPA
2 - WASHINGTON
2- SAN JUAN
2 - SACRAMENTO
2 - MEMPHIS

FIELD

Approved: -- ------ JL5 Sent
Special Aq/ht in Charge

^ 91963
FBI

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date: 4/7/68

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO SAC, KNOXVILLE

FROM Sic, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SUBJECT: MURKJN - CR

Note ’’CHANGED” title 
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.”

Previously carried under MASSINATION

All offices receiving 
Jias designated above caption

copies of this Airtel note*that Bureau 
as approved code word fo^ investigation

dealing with murder of Dr. KING,

Information under above caption should pertain only to 
investigation that may have bearing on identifying subject instant 
case. All other information pertaining to racial incidents, and 
racial activity arising out^of assassination of Dr. KING should 
not be submitted under above caption, but should be submitted 
by interested offices under the appropriate caption pertaining to 
Racial Matters. G

In addition, all offices in receipt of this information 
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security informants, 
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina­
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known 
hate groups, : i

ARMEDAND DANGEROUS.

ALL COPIES AIR MAIL:

2 
2
2
2
2

- KNOXVILLE 
- ANCHORAGE 
- HONOLULU 
- LAS VEGAS 
- MIAMI

2 - OMAHA 
RGJ :ME 
(26)

2 - SAN DIEGO
2 - TAMPA
2 - WASHINGTON
2 - SAN JUAN
2 - SACRAMENTO
2 - MEMPHIS

FIELD

r
Approved: --------- £3 Sent

Special Aq/ht in Charge ।
M Per
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Bor ton, Massachusetts 
April 8> 1968

MINUTEMEN

The following information was received from a 
source who claims to be familiar with activities and plans 
of the Minutemen:

The Minutemen had a general plan to foment civil 
strife by killing Negro Leaders, Martin Luther King, 
Rap Brown, and Stokely Carmichael and, therefore, seize 
power in the confusion. No specific time table set and 
Carmichael had least priority because he was already 
fomenting, civil strife himself.

The Minutemen also planned to kill New York Attorney . 
General Louis Lefkowitz and to kidnap and Mil the United States 
Attorney in Kansas City, Missouri, for prosecution against 
the Minutemen and Robert B. DePugh, and Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Tax Unit Agencs James Moore and Frank Belliki of Kansas City, 
Missouri, and FBI Investigator of the Minutemen in Kansas City 
whom they described as elderly, short and with gray hair.

They planned to place a bomb at the door of the 
FBI Office in New Haven, Connecticut, after working hours, 
not to injure people but to cause confusion.

From time to time, the Minutemen have conducted 
surveillances of individuals in their offices concerning 
these plans. The Minutemen members in Connecticut are 
identified as Doctor Convard, Optometrist, Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, George Brown, Fire Department, Waterbury, 
Connecticut, Thomas Hart, Bridgeport, Connecticut, Joseph 
Fabiano, 2?| Wall Street, Waterbury, Connecticut. The 
meetings are held on a farm in Naugatuck, Connecticut. 
DePugh, has standing orders to blow up the courtroom or 
court house rather than let himself be tried and convicted.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.

I SEARCHED-----------INDEXE*,-, 
SEIIIALIZEB-MJ<1^

APR 91968
FBI — NEW HAVEN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1

APPENDIX

"MINUTEMEN"

The "Minutemen1’ was organized in June, I960. Its present 
headquarters are Norborne, Missouri, Robert B. DePugh, Norborne, 
Missouri, has been publicly identified as the National Coordinator 
of the organization. DePugh has stated the membership of the 
"Minutemen" to be in excess of 35,000 members, however, confidential 
sources state this figure is greatly exaggerated and that a more 
true estimate would be between 800 and 2,000 members. Statements 
by DePugh and literature distributed by the organization indicate 
its purpose to be the resistance to, and exposure of, the spread of 
Communist influence within the United States; for the formation of 
a guerrilla or underground organization to combat the troops of any 
foreign powers which might eventually occupy this country; and 
resist passage of laws which would regulate private ownership of 
firearms.

The Kansas City Star newspaper has on numerous occasions con 
tained articles concerning the "Minutemen", wherein it was stated that 
members of the organization participate in maneuvers utilizing 
guerrilla tactics with machine guns, mortars, grenades, and other 
firearms. DePugh has publicly stated the "Minutemen" as an organ­
ization does not buy or store arms or ammunition; however, individual 
members are urged to maintain arms and ammunition, which is their 
constitutional right. "Minutemen" has given instructions in the use 
of explosive compounds from such readily accessible ingredients 
as common fertilizer, ammonium nitrate. Robert DePugh, along with 
his close associate Walter Patrick Peyson and Troy Haughton, West 
Coast Regional Coordinator, were convicted in IJ. S. District Court 
of violation of the Federal Firearms Act. All were sentenced to 
prison and all are free on bond pending their appeals to the 8th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, St. Louis, Missouri.

On October 30, 1966, the New York City Police Department 
arrested 19 members of the "Minutemen", charging them with "conspiracy 
to commit arson", and "Illegal possession of firearms". An inventory 
of firearms seized as a result of these arrests included 115 rifles, 
26 handguns, 8 automatic weapons, 3 bazookas, 2 mortars, 1 anti-tank 
gun and an unknown quantity of ammunition.
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Minutemen"

appendix

In April, 1966, DePugh stated the "Minutemen” organization 
was then dividing itself into two bodies: one group to be members 
who have been able to maintain their identity in complete secrecy 
from the public and government investigative agencies, and the other 
group to be made up of members who have been publicly identified and 
who will become active in the Patriotic Party. The first group will 
go completely underground and will continue to emphasize intelligence 
activities and resistance warfare training programs. The first nat­
ional convention of the Patriotic Party was held July 3 and 4, 1966, 
at Kansas City, Missouri, with DePugh acting as chairman. About-300 
individuals attended this convention. The second annual convention of 
the Patriotic Party was held July 2, 3, & 4, 1967, Kansas City, Kansas, 
with approximately 240 persons attending. DePugh resigned as National 
Chairman at the convention, however, he stated he would continue in an 
advisory capacity. The delegates, at DePugh’s urging, endorsed 
former Governor of Alabama, George Wallace, and William Penn Patrick, 
millionnaire cosmetics manufacturer of San Rafael, California, as 
presidential and vice-presidential candidates in the 1968 elections.
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MINUTEMEN

The Following information was received from a 
source who claims to be familiar with activities and plans 
of the Minutemen:

The Minutemen had a general plan to foment civil 
strife by killing Negro Leaders, Martin Luther King, 
Rap Brown, and Stokely Carmichael and, therefore, seize 
power in the confusion. No specific time table set and 
Carmichael had least priority because he was already 
fomenting, civil strife himself.

The Minutemen also planned to kill New York Attorney . 
General Louis Lefkowitz and to kidnap and Mil the United States 
Attorney in Kansas City, Missouri, for prosecution against 
the Minutemen and Robert B. DePugh, and Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Tax Unit Agencs James Moore and Frank Belliki of Kansas City, 
Missouri, and FBI Investigator of the Minutemen in Kansas City 
whom they described as elderly, short and with gray hair.

They planned to place a bomb at the door of the 
FBI Office in New Haven, Connecticut, after working hours, 
not to injure people but to cause confusion.

From time to time, the Minutemen have conducted 
surveillances of individuals in their offices concerning 
these plaps. The Minutemen members in Connecticut are 
identified as Doctor Convard, Optometrist, Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, George Brown, Fire Department, Waterbury, 
Connecticut, Thomas Hart, Bridgeport, Connecticut, Joseph 
Fabiano, Wall Street, Waterbury, Connecticut. The 
meetings are held on a farm in Naugatuck, Connecticut. 
DePugh: has standing orders to blow up the courtroom or 
court foouse rather than let himself be tried and convicted.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.
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APPENDIX

’Yiinutemen”

The ’’Minutemen1’ was organized in June, 1960. Its present 
headquarters are Norborne, Missouri. Robert B. DePugh, Norborne, 
Missouri, has been publicly identified as the National Coordinator 
of the organization. DePugh has stated the membership of the 
’’Minutemen” to be in excess of 35,000 members, however, confidential 
sources state this figure is greatly exaggerated and that a more 
rrue estimate would be between 800 and 2,000 members. Statements 
by DePugh and literature distributed by the organization indicate 
its purpose to be the resistance to, and exposure of, the spread of 
Communist influence within the United States; for the formation of 
a guerrilla or underground organization to combat: the troops of any 
foreign powers which might eventually occupy this country; and 
resist passage of laws which would regulate private ownership of 
firearms.

The Kansas City Star newspaper has on numerous occasions con 
tained articles concerning the ’’Minutemen”, wherein it was stated that 
members of the organization participate in maneuvers utilizing 
guerrilla tactics with machine guns, mortars, grenades, and other 
firearms. DePugh has publicly stated the ’’Minutemen’1 as an organ­
ization does not buy or store arms or ammunition; however, individual 
members are urged to maintain arms and ammunition, which is their 
constitutional right. ’’Minutemen” has given instructions in the use 
of explosive compounds from such readily accessible ingredients 
as common fertilizer, ammonium nitrate. Robert DePugh, along with 
his close associate Walter Patrick Peyson and Troy Haughton, West 
Coast Regional Coordinator, were convicted in U. S. District Court 
of violation of the Federal Firearms Act. All were sentenced to 
prison and all are free on bond pending their appeals to the 8th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, St. Louis, Missouri.

On October 30, 1966, the New York City Police Department 
arrested 19 members of the ’’Minutemen”, charging them with ’’conspiracy 
to commit arson”, and ’’Illegal possession of firearms”. An inventory 
of firearms seized as a result of these arrests included 115 rifles, 
26 handguns, 8 automatic weapons, 3 bazookas, 2 mortars, 1 anti-tank 
gun and an unknown quantity of ammunition.
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2 APPENDIX

"MINUTEMEN"

In April, 1966, DePugh stated the "Minutemen11 organization 
was then dividing itself into two bodies: one group to be members 
who have been able to maintain their identity in complete secrecy 
from the public and government investigative agencies, and the other 
group to be made up of members who have been publicly identified and 
who will, become active in the Patriotic Party. The first group will 
go completely underground and will continue to emphasize intelligence 
activities and resistance warfare training programs. The first nat­
ional convention of the Patriotic Party was held July 3 and 4, 1966, 
at. Kansas City, Missouri, with DePugh acting as chairman. About-300 
individuals attended this convention. The second annual convention of 
the Patriotic Party was held July 2, 3, & 4, 1967, Kansas City, Kansas 
with approximately 240 persons attending. DePugh resigned as National 
Chairman at the convention, however, he stated he would continue in an 
advisory capacity. The delegates, at DePugh’s urging, endorsed 
former Governor of Alabama, George Wallace, and William Penn Patrick, 
millionnaire cosmetics manufacturer of San Rafael, California, as 
presidential and vice-presidenpial candidates in the 1968 elections.
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