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Memorandum
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SA JOBS A. PFEIFER

SUBJECT

Rememeof SASTKPHEN I CALLENDER, 57/68.

Tho following investigation was conducted by 
SA JOHN A. PFEIFER on 5/8/68, at Alexandria, Louisiana:

Mr. JAKES F. CURLEY (Protect Identity), Distriet 
Manager, Sout^Srn Bell Telephone and Telegraph Co 
Alexandria advised that Harrisonburg La., telephone 
number 7^-^93 has been listed to^^.JLJAYLOR, Harrisonburg 
La., siTfc5?o731/56, and he gives hismailinaddress as 
General Delivery, Harrisonburg, La

He advised that J»iwill<,
..has beea listed to SI 

La., since 9/22/5

telephone number

He advised that Ferriday, L
has bees listed to

Ferriday, La

®-I«i Orleans

S
telephone i«bw

IA, 722 Seath 9th

SERIALIZED.
tw /e i968 ;

^FBl—NEWQRLEANS

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI NEW ORLS

FBI ST LOUIS

418 PM URGENT 5-11-68 GMC

TO: DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY AND

NEW ORLEANS

FROM; ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURK IN

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL TO BUREAU, MAY TEN, LAST.

JOHN PAUL VELANTI, ONE SIX THREE TWO SOUTH EIGHTEENTH

STREET, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, INTERVIEWED MAY FOUR, LAST. DENIED 

KNOWING OR ASSOCIATING WITH SUBJECT RAY AT MISSOURI STATE 

PENITENTIARY OR ANY OTHER TIME. DID NOT RECALL EVER HAVING 

SPOKEN TO RAY.

VELANTI EMPLOYED AS NEWSCASTER AND STATES HE BROADCAST 

INFORMATION CONCERNING RAY FOR SOMETIME. DID NOT RECOGNIZE 

NAME OR PHOTOGRAPH AS FELLOW INMATE, MSP, UNTIL RECENTLY. 

ASSOCIATES FACE WITH INMATE AT MSP, BUT NO PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE 

OF RAY. 

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE THREE

SL 44-775

COMPANY OR ANYTHING ELSE IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. ADVISED IF HE 

DID PLAN SUCH A JOB, HE WOULD DO IT ALONE.
WIFE, BETTyE, NEE PRITCHARD, MARRIED NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE, 

JUAREZ, MEXICO, \aST KNOWN T^BE RESIDING ONE TWO SEVEN ZERO 

CHANEY DRIVE, BOSIER CITY, LOUISIANA. NO IDEA OF PRESENT WHERE 

ABOUTS. VELANTI DENIES EVER HAVING RESIDED IN ATLANTA. HIS 

SON, JAMES, BY PREVIOUS MARRIAGE TO SHIRLEY HOL^TIEN, WAS 

KILLED IN AUTO ACCIDENT, ATLANTA, NINETEEN SIXTy\wO, AT AGE 

FIFTEEN. SON JAMES DID NOT LIVE WITH BETTYE, NEE PRITCHARD. 

ADVISES HE, VELANTI, HAS ONLY PASSED THROUGH ATLANTA STAYING 

OVER NIGHT.

DENIED BEING QUESTIONED RE KANSAS CITY GANGSTER WHEN 

ARRESTED KANSAS CITY. ADVISED HE WAS QUESTIONED BY DETECTIVE 

HATFIELD, KANSAS CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, ONLY IN REGARD TO 

OFFENSE FOR WHICH HE WAS CONVICTED WHICH WAS ARMED ROBBERY OF 
JOHN RlXo, OPERATOR OF DRA\E HOTfl., KANSAS CITY.

HOWEVER, VELANTI ADVISE^ HE TOOK "BUM RAP" OF ROBBERY OF 

RINGO IN ORDER TO AVOID DIVULGING HIS WHEREABOUTS AND PERSON 

END PAGE THREE



JAMES EDO.

OF HIS I NAB

ADMITS 

ACCOMPLICE. 

OR HIDE OUT
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PAGE FOUR

SL 44-775

ACCOMPANYING HIM AT TIME OF RINGO ROBBERY. STATED EITHER WAY

HE HAD TO GO TO PRISON IN EITHER MISSOURI OR KANSAS. WOULD

HAVE GOTTEN MORE TIME IN KANSAS.

REFUSED TO DISCUSS WHEREABOUTS, OFFENSE, OR ASSOCIATES 

ACCOMPANYING HIM ON THAT DATE BECAUSE OF NATURE OF OFFENSE 

AND PERSON OR PERSONS INVOLVED. ADVISED THAT ANY INVESTIGATION 

INTO THIS MATTER MATTER COULD JEOPARDIZE HIS PRESENT PAROLE STATUS 

EVEN THOUGH STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS HAS RUN ON THAT CRIME.

DENIES HAVING RELATIVES BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA. DENIES 

KNOWLEDGE OF ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN NEW ORLEANS GANGSTERS AD 

GANGSTERS IN KANSAS CITY.

IN PREVIOUS INTERVIEW, VELANTI ADVISED "NOONEY" EDEN IS

EDEN IS TONGUE-TIED AND NICKNAMED NOONEY BECAUSE 

LITY TO PRONOUNCE BOLONEY. 

HAVING PLANNED ESCAPES FROM MSP, BUT NEVER WITH

NEVER HEARD OF PRISONERS PLAN TO ESCAPE TO LIBERIA 

IN A VIRGINIA CAVE.

SUBSEQUENT TO ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY, VELANTI 

ADMITS FIGHTING WITH FELLOW PRISONER OUTSIDE CATHOLIC CHAPEL 

END PAGE FOUR
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44-775

HIM MSP. CARPENTER RELEASED ON PAROLE FROM MSP FIVE ONE SIXTY­

SEVEN. SAW SUBJECT RAY ON SOUTH ELEVENTH ST., SLMO ON THREE 

OCCASSIONS BETWEEN MAY TEN AND SEVENTEENTH, SIXTYSEVEN. SUBJECT 

RAY POORLY DRESSED, WEARING MUSTACHE. BORROWED TEN DOLLARS FROM 

CARPENTER. STATED HE NEEDED GUN TO MAKE A SCORE SO HE COULD 

LEAVE ST. LOUIS. CARPENTER GOT IMPRESSION RAY WAS THEN GOING TO 

ILLINOIS.

CARPENTER RECALLS INMATE MSP KNOWN AS ™__£Offi£Y (PH) 

DESCRIBES AS WM, FORTY-FIVE YEARS OLD AT PRESENT, SIX-FEET, 

ONE FIFTY LBS, SLENDER, BLACK HAIR, WALKS WITH LIMP. IN MSP ON 

TWO OCCASSIONS. LAST RELEASED PRIOR TO NINETEEN SIXTY WHEN SUBJECT 

RAY ENTERED MSP. THIS PERSON TRIED TO BE AN INTELLECTUAL. READ 

SCIENCE AND SEX BOOKS CONTINUALLY. WORKED IN KITCHEN MSP.

ATLANTA ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY AND LOCATE WIFE OF VELANTI, 

BETTYE PITTARD, AND INTERVIEW REGARDING ANY ASSOCIATION OF VELANTI 

WITH SUBJECT RAY. VERIFY AND FIX DATE OF ALLEDGED ROBBERY OR 

BURGLARY OF ATLANTA OIL COMPANY BY RAY AND VELANTI.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY WILL ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY JIMMY 

RAYE (PH) MENTIONED BY VELANTI AS PERSON PROBABLY REFERRED TO BY 

JAMES A. BROWN OF BIRMINGHAM.

ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY COOLEY AS DESCRIBED.

NEW ORLEANS AT SHREVEPORT WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE 

AND INTERVIEW BETTYE PITTARD, RE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN SUBJECT RAY 

AND ^ELANTI.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

FBI N
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20505

niw#

TO

FROM

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Attention: Mr. S. J. Papich

Deputy Director for Plans

SUBJECT: MUSGROVE, Joe Bailey

1/ The following paragraphs summarize informa­
tion relayed telephonically to the Bureau, and are 
forwarded to you for confirmation and for-your files.

2. On 28 April 1968, our representative in . 
Addis Ababa reported that Doctor^Klaus^St^erj a 
West German citizen and Director of~fKe^frican 
Scientific Department, E. Merck AktiengeSellschaft, 
Karmstady, Germany, visited the American Embassy, 
bt the request of the local German Ambassador, and 
reported that he had seen a man in Lagos, Nigeria 
on 23 April 1968 who strongly resembled newspaper 
photographs of_J]rijc_JStavrojG^  t ^ currently
wanted in connecUon^sTEFtheVassassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. Dr. Steer said that fee saw 
the Subject at the desk of the Bristol Hotel on the 
afternoon of 23 April when both were checking out 
of the hotel. Dr. Steer was accidentally given the . 
hotel accounting receipt for the Subject, on which 
he noted "Name: Joe Musgaque, Room No: 403, Receipt 
No: D 5213S~~Account No: 083257* In a short con­
versation with Subject, Dr. Steer learned that Subject ■ 
was employed by the "Wilder Oil Company" and was en­
route to Warri, Nigeria on an 18 month contract. , 
Subject told Dr. Steer that he had recently arrived 
in Lagos from Las Palmas via Accra on Nigerian Airlines.

3. The above information was relayed to the 
Bureau upon receipt by our duty officer on 29 April 
1968. We were advised that the Bureau records did 

/;?r^»-^ 
. SEARCHED.Sim " '

• ■ CW 1 . '
Excluded ton automatic 

tojjnas an# ■

SERIALIZED^........, 
4ZAY 1
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not contain information on Subject or the Wilder 
Oil Company. We then requested our representative 
in Lagos to investigate this matter through uni­
lateral means and through liaison.

4. On 29 April, liaison in Lagos checked the 
Bristol Hotel and determined that a joe Musgrove, ...  
an American employee of McDermott Overseas Incorporated, 
arrived in Lagos on 23 April from Las Palmas and stayed . 
in Lagos until 26 April, when he was to leave for the. ' 
Midwestern State (Warri). Our representative received 
this infornation on 30 April 1968, and then visited 
Mr- Rav Lanarv.. a U. S. citizen, Acting Chief of the 

■ l^Dermott Company. and obtained the following infor- 
StWTfromapersonnel f ile: Joe Bailey JSGROVE  
departed the U. S. on 9 October'lWTToFe^pJoySenf 
with McDermott Nigeria. He has been resident Vn  
Nigeria since that date, except for the period 10-23 April 
when hewent to Las Palmas on leave. Date of Birth: .

IOccupation: Welder. Home Address: 
P.O. Box 1002, Farmington, New Mexico. Married, wife 
in U. S. Father: Banks Musgrove, 1017 East Garden 
(city and state not recorded).

. 5. Our representative also obtained a passport 
photograph of the Subject from the McDermott Company 
and is forwarding the photo to our Headquarters. 
Later on 30 April, liaison informed our Lagos repre­
sentative that e Subject holds a U. S. Passport 

issued in the U. S. and valid untilNumber 
4 October

CSCI 316/01685-68
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WAS 2gas

, Confidential sourcet whose reliability has ;\< 
not been established, advised that he was received in ; . 
the Missouri State Penitentiary during September, 10$$,. i 
and was immediately placed in quarantine .for a thlrty^ay ' 
observation period which is required of all new prisoners 
ancK thereafter he. was assigned to Cell mr tiw ys, 
JHajl, and scheduled to work in the carpenter, ship.

“in this connection, the source stated that there vs 
only one inmate to a cell and that the Missouri State 
Penitentiary has five halls within the prison wall which 
house prisoners. .

. The source said thdt while in J. Hall, during
November, 1965, he first became, acquainted with .JAMES. . 
EARL who was already assigned to J Hall and who 
worked daily in J Hall as a "Walk Boy.” The source. ,
explained, that the duties of'JAMES EARL RAY as a "Walk 
Boy” were'to take orders fpr cigarettes, gum, candy, etc,, 
which could be purchased within rhe prison and to bring 
hot water for shaving and instant coffee to the inmates. 
The source added that JAMES EARL RAY was the only "Walk 
Boy" in J Hall and further that he was free to contact 
any inmate and could move throughout the hall freely. 
He pointed out that this was RAY's only duty in the 
hall and that he could remain inside during working . 
hours, having no other assignments. .

The source said that his first conversation 
with RAY took place when RAY observed him reading a 
Birmingham, Alabama "Post-Herald" newspaper which he had , 
a subscription to while in prison. The source advised 
that RAY asked him on this occasion if he was from the 
State of Alabama to which he replied he was from Walker 
County, Alabama. RAY said to the source that he knew .
wherte Walker County, Alabama, was located and further .
that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverages,

4!

which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what ’ 
he was talking about, especially since he mentioned 
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer joint 
Which source believed was Rose's Place and Riverview Cafe. .

SERIALIZED,.X^.^LED. . . .
,^13'^

j fBl-N6W ORLEANS xr
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w
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RAY said that he had visited ox* stayed in the Birmingham, 
Alabama, area in the past; however, RAY never mentioned; 
any associates, acquaintances, friends, relatives or 1 
employments in the,state of Alabama. The source advised 
that this conversation ended with RAY asking him if he 
could have his Birmingham, Alabama, "Post-Herald" . 
newspaper when he finished reading them each day, which 
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereafter 
RAY would come by his cell each evening and pick up 
his newspaper which he would place between the cell bars.

The source said that RAY never discussed his 
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the 
United States he came from, but the source believed that 
RAY was fx’om the southern part of the United States only 
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled 
with his, interest in a,southern newspaper.

The source stated that he personally gave RAY
his present home address and telephone number on one 
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometime if 
and when he ever got released from prison and they would 
have a drihk or two together. The source pointed out 
that RAY did not ask him for his address or telephone 
number and that he merely furnished this to RAY knowing 
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and more than 
likely he would never again see RAY after he left prison., 
He stated that when he gave RAY his address and telephone 
number, RAY replied ’’Don’t be surprised if I call you up 
sometime” and thereafter placed this piece of paper in 
his pocket.

The source said that RAY was a very quiet
individual, soft spoken, calm, clean, never laughed or ,; 
enjoyed a good story, solemn face, and remained to . .
himself most of the time. The source advised that he would < 
often see RAY in the prison yard and on occasion attempted 
to strike up a conversation with RAY, but he never appeared 
interested so the source gave up trying to make conversation 
with RAY.

The source said that the only topic which would 
arouse RAY’s interest was the subject of money. The.source

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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■ stated that, on one occasionjduririg a conversation with 
' BAY, RAY said ’’One of these days:if I ever get out > 

/ of here. I am going to make myself a bunch of money.”
When source asked how.he intended doing this, RAY ’ 
replied he had contacts andthere are more ways pf;

1 making, imoney than robbing > banks. Source then asked 
> ’. wW - hiW# ■ was.. to which RAY replied "The , , 

Busijigksma^ Association has offered $100,0000 *
for killing MARtlNvLUTHEI^^ five years

, \ past dueV’ .#'' source statek ne then' asked RAY , 
. what the'Businessmen*s Association was, to which RAY 

replied ”1 don’t know but I will,find out*" The 
- source added that this was the first and last time 

RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he ~ 
ever again mention the Businessmen’s Association 
in his presence. 7 , . . ,

, The source said that RAY told him that he
always worked alone and therefore limited the 
possibility Of being caught and said ”1 have got a 
place picked out where I can hide," never mentioning 
where , the place was locate#.

1 The source stated there was a prison 
Cigarette'lottery going on almost, daily in J Hall 
and that RAY was involved in this lottery,-delivering 
wagering tickets as well as picking these up and would 
deliver the winnings to inmates each night. He 
said there were two separate lotteries in J Hatti. One 

' lottery was run, by two inmates named -townny vabrnti 
" and another individual from St. Louis, Missouri \ name 
~ unknown. The source described this individual as a

RW

■' #'1

!> , Ci $

'ft

white male, Italian, age 43 to 46, dar^ complexion with 
gunshot wound in face and nicknamed o.” The 
source said the other lottery in J?Hal as run by 
an individual nicknamed "Boston,** who wa^doing a 
20 year sentence and described him as a Ite male, 
45 years of age, very short and occupied either cell,. 23, ; 
24 or 25 on the flag in J Hall; meaning the first floor.

The source said that he did notlike VALENTI*s 
wagering odds so he always placed his wagers with the 
individual nicknamed ’’Boston." The source stated thatindividual nicknamed ’’Boston.’

: *...tn

H

A< V
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RAY would always handle the wagers since he could 
was reimbursedtalk.to any inmates in ths cellblock1 and 

by JOHNNY VAhRNTI arid.’’Boston” for this service.
..Source estimated that there were'approximately two 

dozen lotteries'being operated In the Missour State
' Penitentiary, which consisted of five separate 

] housing the*prisoners, /t-' -//^‘L.
halls

The source advised that he never saw BAY 
. run narcotics or handle contraband at any time i "

4

and on
one occasion RAY showed him his arms to prove that.he 
had never been addicted to narcotics. The source added 
that he never1 observed RAY with any large sums of

L w

money. '75

F

* The source, advised ,that there was an, 
organization being rated at the Missouri State 

, Penitentiaryby the Ynmates and.this organization was 
Called ’’Cooley ’s Organization * ” The source said that 
this was a protection ^nd enforcer organization and that 
while en route to the issouri State Penitentiary he 
first became aware that\Such an organization existed.  
The source advised that he was at one time lodged at ~ '
the County.Jail in Springfield, Missouri, for severalV 
months and became acquainted with a prisoner, (FNU) CRAIG, 
whom he described as a ’’four time loser.” The source V 

, said that CRAIG has a brotherwho is a detective onthe\ 
Springfield Police Department and that CRAIG had ’
previously served time at Missouri State Penitentiary 
and was being returned to this penitentiary. The source . 
said that when CRAIG learned that he also was en route ' 
to the Missodri State Penitentiary, CRAIG advised him 
to join the Cooley’s Organization at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary since he would need to get along with 
other prisoners and be being a member of this organization, 

/ he would obtain ’’special favors.” The source said that ’ 
’ .CRAIG informed him that the Cooley’s Organization would,; 
.settle any grievances he may have, while at Missouri State 

Penitentiary.against other prisoners and that this was ' 
, S‘a very powerful organization, having influence with-guards 
\ and could even, for a pried, arrange ”a murder.” ; 1

y<
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> The source advised that after his release from 
quarantine, he again observed CRAIG, who was then working 
in the mess hall at the Missouri State, Penitentiary. 
The source advised that he then approached CRAIG and 
told CRAIG that he desired to join the Cooley*s 
Organization and at this time gave him a $10.00 canteen - 
book, pointing out that the membership fee to join the / 
Cooley's Organization was $10.00 and that this membership . 
fee would make an inmate a paid up member ns long as he 
was in prison. The source advised that CRAIG told him 
that he would obtain his membership for him and the same 
night JAMES EARL RAY1 came to his cell ..and gave him a < 
card saying ’’Here is your card,” and nothing else, and 
therefore he always felt that RAY was a member of the 
Cooley's Organization since he was so trusted. However, 
RAY never said to him that he was a member nor did he ( 
ever, ask him. • k :l ’ ’ . .

S
 le source said that his membership card was 
i with his name.on it and had the heading 
Cooley's Club.” The source said that this 

sard was line a credit card and it could 
te credit on purchases of candy and other 
t could not be used for credit purposes on '

The source advised that he had two or three 
differences with prisoners over wagers while in J Hall 
and upon getting no satisfaction, he personally contacted 
CRAIG in the mess hall at which time he displayed to 
CRAIG his membership card and filed his grievance with , 
CRAIG* The source stated that CRAIG informed him that 
he would handle this complaint; however, the fee for 
handling his grievance was 50% of what was due a 
prisoner. The source added that subsequently RAY . 
appeared at his cell in J Hall with his share of the 
cigarettes collected from his grievance.

' The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred 
from the mess hall to the Church Farm, which is located 
outside the prison wall at Missouri State Penitentiary. 
The source said that prior to CRAIG's departure, CRAIG

- /
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for five Negro prisoners to enter:the shower room on A 
one occasion and stabbed three ,of the Negroes to A 
death, wounded a fourth and tlie fifth escaped. He 
said that at ho time did he hear any rumor that RAY .

, was involved in these killings.

, The source said that the, inmates located 
in J Hall at the time he was also lodged there and who 
could possibly furnish additional information concerning 
RAY were (FNU) SPkATT. cell 187, andjOTjIM), cell 
190, who escaped by\overpowering a gumnuTTaking 

' . his uniform; howeverX this individual was\successfully 
apprehended and returned to Missouri State nitentiary. 
Source advised that another inmate,name unknown, who 
occupied cell 190, was a lottery player. Another 
inmate, name unknown, nicknamed JWBbo^ was a hall 
tender in charge of convicts in J Hall.

This source was displayed numerous photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that all photographs bear 
a close resemblance to RAY; however, he specifically < 

. identified the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken at ; , 
the Missouri State Penitentiary during the time he was
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ior five' Negro prisoners to
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incarcerated^ The source said that he would have no 
difficulty in identifying RAY should he ever, see him 
again, even if he attempted to disguise is identity; 
giving as his reasons that RAY was definitely "slough­
footed” and his toes pointed out noticeably when he , 
walked causing his heels and soles to wear down on the , 
outside edges. He has a prominent cleft on his chin, 
which is noticeable., and remarked that RAY liked his 
booze and that he had the impression from talking with 
him that he was a heavy drinker. The source also 
added that in his opinion from his knowledge of RAY.in 
prison that he thought RAY had a normal sex life.

The source,advised that the only other person 
that he knew that RAY might have been closely associated 
when in prison was a full-blooded Indian prisoner who 
was the barber in J Hall but whose name he could pot 
recall. The source stated that he definitely had not 
been contacted by RAY since he has been released from 
prison, which was May 3, 1967, and stated that he would 
notify the Birmingham FBI Office if ^AY ever attempted 
to contact him in any way or manner in the future.
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

Re Birmingham teletype to Bureau, Memphis and 
Kansas City, 5/8/68.

Enclosed for Bureau and all receiving offices 
are two copies of an investigative insert reflecting 
the results of interviews with THOMAS BRITTON, a former 
inmate of Missouri State Penitentiary who is acquainted 
with JAMES EARL RAY and who furnished considerable 
information relative to RAY's prison activities.

The confidential source referred to in enclosed 
insert is THOMAS BRITTON, 1710 Alabama Avenue, Jasper, 
Alabama, who is presently employed as a cabinet maker at 
Foster's Cabinet Shop, Haleyville, Alabama. After giving 
this matter careful consideration, the identity of BRITTON 
is being concealed at this time in view of his cooperative 
attitude coupled with the fact that he desires his 
identity be protected as he fears retaliation from the 
CooVey’s Organization, Missouri State Penitentiary, should 
they learn he is cooperating or furnishing information
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