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Report Form
FD-263 (Rev. 5-12-55)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

VICTIM

REPORTING OFFICE

ST. LOUIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MEMPHIS
DATE

5/10/68
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

4/5 - 5/10/68

TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

HAROLD R. DOBSON jtc
JAMES EARL RAY, aka - 
FUGITIVE,.
I. 0. 4182; W. F. 442-A;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. OB

CHARACTER OF CASE

CR - CONSPIRACY; UFAC - ROBBERY

REFERENCE: Memphis reports of SA JOE C. HESTER dated 
4/17/68 and 4/30/68.

STATUS P -

LEAD:

ST. LOUIS DIVISION

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

Will continue efforts to locate subject

ADMINISTRATIVE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS - NONE

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

Case pending over one year - no; Pending prosecution over six months-

APPROVED SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

co^'es^de: Bureau (44^38861 
5 - Memphis (44-1987 
2 - Atlanta (44-2386
2
2
1
1

- Springfield
- Chicago (44-1114)
- Birmingham (44-1740)
- Kansas City (44-760)

1 - New Orleans
1 - Los Angeles (44-1574)
3 - St. Louis (44-775)___

SERIALIZED^^^FILED-

’”"'151968

PROPERTY OF FBI.—This report is loaned to you It the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned.
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t^A’A £ ’l<iw^ frw the penitentiary
'44/44 at, ItenbW^ temporarily on his own?
L(4<!'' f in|ti$Hv# to|MWter^ Administration Hospital in, ’ ■ 
’hiE^ ,(tM^OBOJ<AB#Wflt day st here, however, he left the ' 
^>*' hospital5 and ciJeLouis/:.  Missouri. Upon ay rival A 
d£ 4 it^tv#s'MG*«m the horns'of luciLleryan at , %M|^ 1913 Hi^kpry. ^I^X^ was at that -

4 ' time operating a opening bouse at thatajddress and LUCILLE
was living with her,mother. GAWRON was 'aware that LUCILLE 
was residing therewith her mother1 because he had kept in 
contact with her while he was in the penitentiary. After 
GAWRON camp to St., y>pis lie resided with LUCILLE at 1913 

, ’ Hickory'. Daring ^hai period of time none of LUCILLE’S 
/ children.were actually residing with her there but JIMMY, 
< < JERRY; and CMWftll living in St. Louis and came to 
; ■■LUCILLE'S kdi«W^|M to time'. Also,. LUCILLE’S son 
* JOHN was. rdleah.ed2f'r0i-the Illinois State Penitentiary at » 

4 am Menard sometime4n/abbot' 1959 and he thereafter resided wittr" ,

J „ ' - DuringA period of several months in 1959 GAWRON ,
/ 1 whs closely associated with JIMMY (JAMESEARLRAY) who resided ? 

at - various places: Atr^Sputh St. Louis. GAtoftt 
r, „/ , <tp^be< aAburglayJ^ together on a num „

\ whidh GAWRON estimates'at 12, burglaries. All of these were 
I 4 committed Wide* St.' Louis in the northern part of Missouri, 
,A, in Iowa, and in"Illinois. Among other things which GAWRON 
® tauSht JIMMY hetaught him to always wear gloves on any kind 
e'W of a joband JtMMYalways seemed to be most meticulous in this

• regard; .GA^mOJt-xb^ if JIMMY would now go on '
\ f , ;any kind ot,* J0 >i®>ut wearing gloves and at the risk of 

leaving fingerprint- GAWRON is a safe man who is proficient 
in peeling, punching, or blowing,safes. He and JIMMY burglarised 

„ various business establishments, such as supermarkets, appliance
' stores,/ abd furniture Stores. They never took any merchandise 

I< * or other items except cash. The largest amount GAWRON recalls 
them.ever gettingJin a burglary was about $6000, which.they 

^'w^ ^iir/j ■

same Period of time while they were 
itting' burglaries GAWRON and JIMMY spent a great deal of 
together and the place 'In StJ Louis which they most 

dented was afa verb then known as Ruby’s Bar and later
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W’Wis1#1
GAWRON was again released from the Illinois State. 

Alary at Menard on parole on April 12,, 1963 i and he 4 , , 
iturnedtoSt. Louiswhore he hassubsequentlyresided 4 

continuously and where he has had frequent contact and close 
association Witt ALBERT And CAROL PEPPER and with JOHN RAY. 
GAWRONfirst resided at 1809 south 11th Street‘for about one 1 
and one half years and thereafter moved to 1807(Soiith 11th ’ ’ 

. Street,}his current address., During ^hq past several years / , 
GAWRON has also been on friendly terms with JHJRX’JjG^^ 
subject's brother, and is aware that JERRY has been employed 
at a country club in the vicinity of Chicago., JERRY RAY,f 
particularly on occasions of annual vacations, has occasionally 

, visited St. Louis and stops by to pay GAWRON frequent visits 7P,yV
when he is in St. Louis. All of subject's familyrrefer to W
GAWRON as "UNCLEJACK" although he actually has nb family < „
relationship with them. Although he resided as man" and wife with er 
LUCILLE.RYAN she never had any children by him. , AW

' W At the time Of GAWRON's, release from, the penitentiary 4&S 
in 1963 CAROL was already married to ALBERT PEPPER and they -
later resided in the 700 block of Shenandoah Avenue on the :?W

; south side oi the street.' They continued to reside there «y -A 
until a few months ago, when they moved to their present residence ?> 

7 in Maplewood, Missouri, where they are buying a house. CAROL , />> 
" ‘ and ALBERT,PEPPER have two young sons, the oldest of, which is k " 

ALBERT and the youngest of which is JIMMY. The latter son, , 
: 7 . according to GAWRON/ Was named for the subject, JAMES EARL ,
'f RAY. ■ l

A few months ago GAWRON learned from CAROL PEPPER 
( that she was going to acquire and operate a tavern on jArsenal , 

Street in Stj Louis. CAROL told GAWRON she was going to give 
,- / the address 160$ South lltH Street (the same building wher^W ’ _ 
\ ’, GAWRON resides) as/her address since she must give an address . 

in the City of St? Louis in connection with her application , 
. „ for, a liquor license. She told GAWRON that if investigators ‘ 

MrS.™ ?£ S*^0^?*11™^ "^
lived there for, a few years. In accordance with CAROL'S 

4 instructions, GAWRON did; therefore, tell investigators when 
. > 1 they came to see him that CAROL and ALBERT PEPPER had lived 

• for five,years at 16p5 South 11th Street. GAWRON is aware

« " ,4

<1 11;

' ! (•

" < * w 
'.4*1

^1

ive,years at 16^5 South 11th Street. GAWRON

‘ Hl ’ 1 s' V

p
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w,i*m , 1# known, asv the (fraRgxj^^ #.4s.(GAlwi0w's impress^, A '"^d ^derJwP^^ ' (
although she#* 0Mr^tly At ^he taver^pnly infrequently, 

’ ^ GAWRON hihseit .Mg .o<ysasion«lly visited the. ^ave and on 1 
one or two occasions hap seen .CAROL there in’the evening, r 
On otheroccaslpns he. has seen JOHN lUt.at the tavern and .

, JOHH aw.»rs ^b. BBBBglajt and oper.tiBg It. ;, '

• * ' GABROMd.nled tkat he has had any eontaet with 
subject or any correspondence with him since he„visited subject 

, in the St, Louis City Jail in 1959., On two or three occasions 
GAWRON••did go to the Missouri. State Penitentiary at Jefferson 
City and attempted to Visit subject but Was not"admitted to , ' 
the penitentiary., On one ofthose occasions he went with f 
JERRY RATj’who did visit the subject. On another occasion 
he went with ALBERT PEPPER, whotdid not try to visit the ' 
subject in the penitentiary but merely drove. GAWRON to 
Jefferson City said the latter was denied admittance to the 

. penitentiary td visit the subject. GAWRON believes that he. ,
may also have.-gone to the penitentiary on one occasion with 
JOHNRAY, who,visited the subject; but, on this occasion 
as v® 11 aS“ thd other two occasions, GAWRON himself was not 
admitted to the. penitentiary. GAWRON states he presumes that ’ 
since he was notion subject^ visitors list there would be 
BO -ord at o* >4^^ U Vl.lt

i GAWRONstated that aftersubject’s escape from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967 he was surprised, . 
that subject had not contacted him as he thought he and the 
subject had been very friendly and close and it hurt him that . 
subject did not get in touch with him. GAWRON said that after A ? 
the escape he inquired on one occasion of JOHN RAYand CAROL ’ 
PEPPER as to the-subject and JOHN RAY told him that subject , 
was not inMissouri and that the subject would not come to ,

• ^
A

&

'1 Missouri because he might be caught because he was too well 
. known. GAWRON stated, that as far as he knows subject has 

t not been'in St. Louis sincehis escape from the Missouri
State penitentiaryv When asked where he thought the subject 
might be he said he believed the subject might be in Europe 
and that his bMdw-'ior this thought,was that he recalled

’l’ I
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, »l '■'i'A"3' ® tV
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possible wbmWf W A; J(flW^a on only, one -oSc^ ,,'Mft 
sion and they/had re&ar^^ that he was not in ; ftftgftl
Missouri, ftxLater, however# during ^e. same interview op - '^wWx 
May % * 1968, &M{|4^ that he hoW remembered additional V 4\c 
conversations hefthadJwithJdOHN RAY^nd CM^ PEPPER in this 
regard. ’ GAWRON thereupon fufnisbed the following in forma- Lwrft

’ On June. 2,^1967, ^GAWRQ^,:Was arrested in St. Louis ft«^ 
by the St. Louis Police DepartnS on a burglary charge, * 
Following his arrest’ he remained in the St. Louis City Jail 1 A ,

, until about June 23 or 24, 1967,. when he was released on a ‘ ,
1 , ,$2^00 bond which was signed for. {py Father ZIMMERMAN, the ’ t'.^ftj 

director of Dismas House (a halfway house for e^-convicts - , ‘ 
ft in St. Louis). At a later date in October, 1967, GAWRON ft f < 
<was sentenced to a term of six months on probation on this ^ ; ft 

burglary charge in the Court of judge BWER in St., Louis, 1 ; 
ft M * ’ ’ ' I / ,

‘ After GAWRON’a release from the St. Louis City / ;
Jail under bond on June 33 or 24ft 1967, he was at the resi- ‘ . 
dence of ALBERT and CAROL PEPPER on Shenandoah Avenue, , ft f, 
and it was at that time in a conversation with JOHN RAY and r / 

' CAROL PEPPER that JOHN RAY made* the comments previously . / 1
. referred to to the effect that the subject was not in Missouri .

1 1 T v
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< w« ^1: up a barmaid at 5:00 p.m. Prior to dropping
, -*w v** www cvcY and GAWRON stopped #rt Union Station to get „w

copies of the Chicago Tribune to see If there was any further - ^ A
‘ Aaf^Jtio^ab^^ and JERRY RAY in the Chicago AA/V - 6;} A

, . .GAWRON explained that although JOHN RAY did not
elaborate GAWRON knew what JOBHsAAY meant when he said JERRY .

, Would ^e in Tennessee. According to GAWRON, JERRY RAY married , 
a girl from the vicinity of Arlington Heights, Illinois, by 
Whom he had at least one child. They were divorced and JOHN

, RAY later re-married but lived with his second wife only a 
!,short time. 4 GAWRON never met JERRY RAY’s first wife and does 

' not know ^hef name but understands that she and JERRY’S child 
Show live with her,parents on a farm somewhere in the vicinity 

A,of Nashville, Tennessee, and according to GAWRON, JOHN RAY 
'meant that JERRY RAY, after his disappearance, would be stay- 
Aing for a few,days at least with his first wife.

; ’ GAWRON said after seeing JOHN on Friday, May 3,
’ . 1968, he attempted to call CAROL PEPPER to inquire if she 
J had, seen the story about JERRY’S disappearance and was told 
Athat CAROL’S telephone number had been changed and he 

from the operator.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE , ‘

JOHN EUGENE GAWRON’ was recontacted bn May , 
1968, by SAs ALBERT J. RUSHING and EARL E. , BROWN and stated 
he had furnished wrong information as to JERRY-RAY’s where- 1

6 »

abouts when contacted on May 4, 1968, by SAs HARRY C. JUNG 
, and EARL E. BROWN. He stated that JOHN RAY,had told him

JERRY probably would go to the vicinity of Nashville, Tenne­
ssee, but he learned later on Saturday, May 4* 1968, that -, 
JERRY RAY was in St.’ Louis. He said that oh Saturday after­
noon, May 4, 1968, CAROL PEPPER, her husband’, and two children 
stopped at his house around four or five in ,the afternoon. 
They stayed for about a half hour. "CAROL gave GAWRON her 
new telephone number but GAWRON could not locate it. ,He 
said he did not ask .CAROL anything about subject’s where­
abouts, and learned of nothing of interest to this invest!- 1 
gation. Later Saturday night GAWRON went to the Grape Vine , 
Tavern and- learned from JOHN, RAY, that JERRY was in St, Louis 
and had been at the tavern to visit JOHN. JOHN said JERRY , 
was staying at a hotel downtown and had gone there to get

,, some sleep. GAWRON said JOHN did not tell him what hotel 1 
JERRY was staying at nor how long he would stay. ; \

p

> GAWRON said that on the morning of May 0, 106B, , 
he reported to his probation officer on Big Bend Boulevard 
at which time he was finally discharged from parole (being , 
served by -transfer from the State of Illinois) thereafter, 
he went to CAROL PEPPER’S house*, She was there with her 
youngest child and he learned that she is not teaching'as
he had thought and has not been employed since she 
Bellevue Avenue. . , - * ,

GAWRON learned from CAROL PEPPER she was 
of JERRY RAY being in the St., Louis area and CAROL

moved to

aware 
commented

to GAWRON that JERRY was now visiting at their father’s farm. 
GAWRON also believed CAROL mentioned to him that JERRY RAY 
had stayed over night at the father’s farm but GAWRON was 
uncertain as to whether she was referring to the night ,of

t May 4, 1968, or the night of Sunday, May 5, 1968. GAWRON 
stated that he did not learn from CAROL the reason for JERRY’S

COVER ’ PACE ",
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having come

1t* ^

if.

to the St. Louis area. He also did not ascer- 
with CAROL any further information indi­

cating whether or not CAROL knew anything regarding the 
sub^ec^. ’ ’ \ । 1a 1 । (

- • GAWRON was asked as to whether he told JOHN RAY . 
er CAROL PEPPER about his having been interviewed by the . 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and said that he had. He

tain in this visit

r- Oi * /’<

S' 7^

^

said that he did not give them the names of the agents who 
had contacted him And from the conversation he had with 
them they concluded that different agents were contacting 
the PEPPERS, JOHN RAY and GAWRON. He ,ssid he left them with

*»1

the idea that he had talked very little with the Federal r,^\ 
' Bureau of investigiation and had furnished them no informa- , ,r' V-

tion of value. He! said he did not feel that his having , l(. .
revealed to CAROL PEPPER and JOHN RAY the fact that he had , M ;‘ .
been contacted by <the Federal Bureau of Investigation would 
cause them to mistrust him and withhold from him any per- Ij^

tinent information concerning the subject,. He said that 
, he has no immediate plans to recontact either 

as he does not wish to arouse their suspicion 
contact. . 1 (

JOHN or CAROL 
by too frequent

V

I* I

as
'di

COVER PAGE %
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tions 6f persons bearing physical' resemblance to subject ;

* ioriginating in other divisions and resolved’by St. Louisor 
originating in St. Louis and referred to other divisions for ^4/ 
resolution, they are included" to enable the Bureau and office^ 

t of origin to connect and correlate with investigation conducted ^ 
; by other divisions concerning the same individualfsfeftft’^l^ftft/s!!;^

‘ 1 The results of St. Lbuis investigation in regard,^ y
look-alikes which both originated and were resolved in, St.. Lbuis^ 

, are hot Included in this report and unless advised to the con-' < 
< traryby the Bureau, will not he included i^ future reports f 

as to do so would impose an unnecessary burden op Bureau and , A 
Memphis indices in regard to matters which, actually have.no. v 

\ pertinence to instant investigation. Memprandaxconcerning - v 
the origination of such investigations, investigation con- , j

\ ducted and the resolutions thereof, appear in the St. Louis 
A file and are indexed; । yj '
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: 
Dote:

SA HAROLD R. DOBSON 
May 10, 1968

Office: ST. LOUIS

Field Office FHe #! SL 44-775 Bureau File.: 44-38861

Title: JAMES EARL RAY, 
IDENTIFICATION ORDER 4182; WANTED FLYER 442-A 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID
CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Synopsis: Destination of Browning .243 caliber rifle #4744Z5 was
Aeromarine Supply Co., Birmingham, Ala. HARVEY LOWMYER. checks 
and Memphis motel checks unproductive. Army recordl for JIMMIE 
DELTON GARNER,/Atlanta rooming house, set out. Checks for 
ERIC STAR VO G<LT, KARL GWT, and JEROME WALLIS VERNON, and 
investigation/to locate unproductive. Address 251p Lafayette, 
non-existent; Unknown to St. Louis GALT family. Army and Aid 
Force records for JEROME WALDIS VERNON set out. JAMES EARL R^Y 
attended school as JIMMIE RAYNS, Ewing, Mo., 1935-1943. Employed 
International Shoe Co., Wooq River, Ill., 1944-1945. Enlisted 
U. S. Army, 1946, SN 16163129. General discharge, 12/23/48. 
Foreign duty stations set out. Filed VA claim for educational
allowance, 1949. Arrested Hannibal, Mo., uttering forged money 
orders, 3/23/55. Conditional release, 4/5/58. Learned baker’s 
trade, Leavenworth. Employed one day, 1958, as cook. Unable to 
determine any other employment. Unknown at St. Louis Gaslight 
bar. Unknown to St. Louis Mexico vacationers, 10/67. Various 
checks to locate unproductive. WALTER ELLSWORTH NOUAN, close 
associate MSP, alleged escape 30 days earlier than |isted 
and that RAY regards convicts as potential stool pigeons and would
not contact. Other fellow prisoners deny contact after escape
or knowle dge of present whereabouts. Allegation received JAMES__
DAVID DAILEY harbored after escape and may be harboring on farm 
in Missoiri boot heel. DAILEY harbored another escapee but
denied krowing RAY. Investigation thus far has failed to connect 
DAILEY with RAY or locate land owned or controlled by DAILEY.
RAY’s father, JERRY RAYNES, located Center, Mo. Mother died 
1961; brother, FRANKLIN, 1963. Sister, CAROL PEPPER, /resides 
2025 Belleview, Maplewood, Mo.; brothet, JOHN LARRY RAY, 1900a 
Cherokee, St. Louis. Brother, JERRY RAY, Chicago, has visited

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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