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U^yf'yi V^W recordcontained,^ marked CONFIDENTIAL 
„ s dated September 27, 1948 . \^ Service Commission,
^4 to the Deputy Administration, Veterans Administration Branch 

/Office #9, 420 Locust BtreeCj$t. Louis, Missouri, which is
* dupted follows;1 L W * > / • 1 ।

* ^yyfr -s ”BeferehcO is made/to the case of EBNESTSUMPTER

is'/

ht

, 1^

GAULTborn

?

(T st Danville, Arkansas, 4 
< ' . who was probationally appointed subject to investiga- 

. tiion,, to the - position of^Hospital Attendant (Mental), 
' at the Veterans AdminiStation Hospital, North Little

/ Bock, Arkansas, effective 12/5/47. f ,
U°$( ’’Mr . Gaclfs cadOwias. been processed under(

Executiveo^ W,iwfrt, Section-3, and the
' .^ information developed was favorable with the follow­

s ^ ing exception: Xn his, plication dated December 5, 
‘ , 1947, MT. Gault denied, ever having been convicted,

^ fined, imprisoned, placed on probation, Or ordered 
Uto deposit bail, for the Violation of any law,; pplice 
/regulation or ordinance (exclusive of minor, traffic 

/ violations for which a fine-of $25.00 or cless was '
1 imposed) since his sixteenth birthday,. Information 

, i has been received by the Commission indicating
. \ . that1 Mr. Gault has bpen arrested, since his sixteenth 

. «r//'\V birthday as follow*//V

, 1 ' January 15,., 1938, by the Police Department,
, J Little Bock, Arkansas, for burglary and two (2) . .

> counts of Grand larceny? turned over to juvenile
v/n . Court. No disposition shown. \ '< < / /ju ‘

■ / V 1 ’ J«ly 20/ 1932; by the State Police, 'ii^ kock,

October 11, ‘1939, by, the Police*Department, 
( Little. Jock, Arkansas;: ”^ petit .larcepy. j Discharge.

I * July 15, 1941,: by the police department/Little 
< ■ Bock# Arkansas, tor assault and battery. Discharged.
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. photograph 4V
• Social Security Reber

%

^ock, Arkansas (1942); 
Wife,’FLORENCE H. GAULT

* *700 West 24th, NorthLi 
Mock, Arkansas (Decembe 
1947) ' v

• HARRY GAULT, United Sta 
Army, 1942; *
SVARTHOFFMAN, father*-!

' 119 Cornell, Route 41, n 
Saginaw, Michigan (1947) . t

* ROY.NELSON, brother-in-laW, VBV 
706 West 24th Street, /' h Vwh

, I North Little Rock, Arkansas Ahfc4 
(1947) • ' r ' ‘ VW
Mrs? Lorraine,Carter,, sinter-V • 
inrlaw/30? South Jefferson, ^V, 

r Route 41, Saginaw, Michigan,
(She stated she worked^with- , 

" him at Consumers Power', ('. / :
, Company, Milwaukee, - Michigan,,;. V, 

February 8, 1947, to March 1, ' ' 
1947, and stated she "chummed^ 

' with him). - •

B. HOLDEN, state'Hospital, 
Little Rock,‘ Arkansas , f 
(December, 1901) - .. 
Mr. STALEY,,State Hospital, ' 
Little Rock, Arkansas -<
lyecemm, - wi; n 
LEROY GARNER,.2311 We?t , 
14th Street, Little RQCk ^j>^ ^ 
Arkansas ,5 (December, 19®D *s 
JUDE SWtt, #3 Fire Station, 
North Little Rock, Arkansas, 
(May.,y 1947) . .A- r>^ ‘ 
as*:.®'
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, 4' nEiySI^PECT mow WALLIS VERNON, also known as

c ‘ <r> WALLIS VERMOM " ARMY tAND AIR FORCE RECORDS Z1 I |-MiH»i<WMW'R***lrtiW*H(W*‘^,"iW^^

> ;>.’ ■ 'ftW, following reviews were nade.hy IC EAKL M.bM^A1' 
, «n amx' 11, >is«9i« ■ , , p .■*>• ■ ’ • ■ h /J®

i'1,', । ' Beview of the' Army records, on file nt the Military j,®/ 
Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri, disclose
J, WALLIS VERNON, Army serial number 19464736, enlisted in ( ^X^k 
thA united States Army at Los Angeles, California, andJserved Ww 
from February 6, 1953, ,td September 4, 1954,and be received A>^ 

। an Undesirable Discharge on ,the latter date as a Private at f /«' 
„ Fort Ord, California, due .to ^unfitness, habitof character ‘'Jw 

। rendering retention undesirable. ’ ( I? ( k *

. A Certificate of Neuropsychiatric Examination dated •vX?. 
August 4,1 1954, at Fort Ord, California, shows a iMIPIB 
’♦anti-social personality? This condition is usually character^ , & 
fzed by .an "inability to live by the roles.other people li^|W™u> 
and, an inability to form loyalties to people or groups.” । \/V{ 
It was indicated he used drugs, type not indicated. ^ /"

He was seen again on August 4, 1954, due to homo- s : 
sexual experiences with an accuser, name not shown, which were 
denied. He made no effort to deny homo-sexual experiences in 
civilian life*, x 1 *1

J 1 , ^he followingidisciplinary actions were noted:'

Special Court-Martial'June 19, 1953, Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, for absence without official leave,. from May 2-6, 
U^XKhft* Received fifteen days restriotion • 

■ and forfeiture of $64 pay. ' ( X1 ’ • t 1 / < k 1 vik a 1
Special Court-Martial December 16, 1953,, Camp < ■ 

Carson,, Colorado, fur -absence without official leave', from 
July 6, 1953, to October 25, 1953. He was sentenced to three 
months confinement athard labor and forfeiture of $150 of his 
nav. X X 1

WRwMiwa
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JAMES EARL RAY 
BACKGROUND-EMPLOYMENT

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI:

w

On April 22, 1968, Mr. PAUL NAEGLE, Personnel Manager,,. ^
International Shoe Company; 1509 Washington, advised SA S, T. 
JOHNSON, the records of his, company disclosed a single frame 
of microfilm Which showed that JAMES EARL RAY, no address 
or Social Security Number shown, was employed, capacity not 
shown, from May 20, 1944, to a lay-off, December 10, 1945, 
from which he did not return, at the Wood River, Illinois, 
plant of the company. No additional information concerning 
him appeared in the microfilm or other records of

nr rn 'M

the company
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A m A Are view on September 13, 1967 i by IC JARI M. RANEY '^^
‘ of the military service records on file at the Military y . p
Personnel Records Center, St, louis, Missouri, for JAMES EARL ^r - 
W, AW Serial NuBber 16 163 129, ladlon^ he “ •t’1" X. 'f 
the U. S. Army on February 19, 1946, at East St. Louis, Illinois, a . 
and served on active duty until December 23, 1948, «jWjh , M

time he was given a general discharge as a Private First Class ^ ,
a? Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, by reason of inaptness and lack of ^/ p

, adaptability for military service. - \ r M,^

. ' The records indicated he was tried and convicted
by a Special Court-Martial for being drunk in quarters and 
breaking arrest. He was sentenced to be confined at hard 
labor for three months and forfeit $45 per month for four 

( 1 months. 'V ‘ 1 J P । \
The records also indicated he received treatment 

for gonorrhea andtsyphilis while he was a member of the 
military. 1 1

' '"Ppii ¥ PWs

' '.CAI
The following background

appeared in the record:
and descriptive information

Date, place of birth
1 - Height 

Weight
Race 
Hair

^ll1

5’11" 
145 
White 
Black

Alton,

M

Ryes
Military Occupation 
civilian Occupation 
Addresses . / \J^

*

«J

Illinois 
f ’ p

Blue m p , Pm * ' P' 1
Military Policeman 
Colormatcher P ’ .
538 Broadway, Alton, Illinois

(February 1946);
215 Oak Street, daiwy, Illinois 

(December 1948)j

l| // I ^i
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pf Current directories contain>j listing for Aaeriean»

Television School. The 1947-48 St. Unis directory contains 
A listing for American

, Room 1301, KENNETH K.-MB1SS, District Manager of School.

KENNETH1LANDESS, 2101a South Grand Boulevard, , 
advised he was formerly employed as indicated above. He 
stated that the actual school was located in Chicago, Illinois, 
and there was merely an enrollment office in St, Unis. The 
St. Louis office was closed in 1949 and all records are in 

LANDESS advised that subject was unknown to him.Chicago
1(
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1 Mrs. MlCWm K^ <%V
Hannibal, litiwurl, advised that JA1QBS EARL RAY was Arrested ,»t M ®» 

. d Hannibal, Missouri, and >rMW «»der ?*W^ w16® ^?W-VlWif 
’ #40714. He wasVetuall^meSied'br the Missouri state ||gbnil,«| yf

patrol(MSHP) apd wa# brought td the Hihuibal; Police department MM>« 
( for1 safekeeping. ^ He wasdeScribed as a White male American, born |W;fv ; Alton, IllinoS, om ; He is 5*10*, Impounds, Mi»t
-A medium build, d#l\tai5®W eyO0 His^parentswere j MM 
^Misted as deceased,p He gave an address >f 1429 cherry (eo^i^(;;,;y<| 

i ^ listed), , His associatee were listed 'as^J^# TERRY ROB and ^A^W® 
CATHERINE BUSKIRK,QuinCy» Illinois, disposition pf the arrest gfetfM 

; was released to the .postal inspector, S»^ City, Missouri. ^'\f®!
, '4 ^^^^^R»-'< •./.•;>, '••■.-; ' ^«

1<V » i.

. .g«; WSKSr"’”*??’" " “ ’“if
7 ^?M|1"' Sergeant>I^^MAWte Headquarters, iM^

' advised his records reflect JAMES; EARLs RAY, WALTER TmY RIFE tlVV 
and CmROTMRISBTOK^ 23, 1955, by . VdWW■ jTroep'w^^ near Hannibal, J^h^ M

and ebarged with uttering postal money orders taken in a burglary MV
, ; of the Kellerville, Illinois, Rost Office. They were IMgod At? V^^

, the Hannibal policedepartment. All were released on WoA^yiVH'^''* .VW ^^^^ W?^I- ^ «W®l^vfc*^ f

II. (1^ > ;M * Mi«lW d^WM .ImA'V Mf^/'/' 

: V.:^V v 7VV
> ' ft '' T /’ft - ft . W3i‘HTi, P
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M * Hair • 
M Complexion k 
'^?"( Occupation 'I
M « Parents ,

w^.w

’t

r ir: i^^^i ff-

)• ?w
’4

1

W®'’;'a

M1 ^

Mm®
w

1 1 ‘t JI 4 ‘ 11 J
4, » ADeceased 1 

; \ Mouerlisted

There was no descriptive arrest data lor RIFE.

4 ;yj; Catherine Buskirk wa^ described as1 follows: 1
M sex 1 \ \

' « white-AmerLean 1 ,

Relatives

0’

, M'

i> w

Race ll(i( , 
^» ' > ’ uBirthplace 
Height ‘
Weight 
Eyes ‘
Hair 
Complexion 
Teeth 
Occupation 
Scar , -a 
Father

M^^i '
Husband

Brother

Brother

■ "W

to

W

'A

w 4

)><

llf

>W;^
Quincy, Illinois 

: K?" “u 

Blue , 
Blonde 
Medium 
False 
Waitress , ( ! r< hvm

i 4” scar right wrist o * /H'HbO 
' MYRON ALTGILDERS,825 South n*<M>J 

Street, Quincy, Illinois \^kMW
MARY HELEN AI^WERS, 825;-Croc^

Los Angeles, California mL’^W
ROBERT LEE BUSKIRK, 43# North 6W4|< 

' Street, Q“tWUIli^ ' {'6 >M 
' RICHARD ALTGIWERS, 825$ South ^,^'

Quincy, Illinois; ' M '
MYRON ALTGIWERS, 911 Adams, Quincy, 

. Illinois; t ‘ M m .

* rt ’*

iV M MM 4
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JAMES EARL RAY - ' /
POST OFFICE ARREST - 1955 ? <——...  —— 11 —.......    > ..... .... . „

' AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI ;

X' 4>

; 7 ^ -
SR

The folloving Investigation was conducted on
1968, by Special Agent JOSEPH A, DUBYAK;

April 23,

JOHN SHICKER, Postal Inspector, United States Postal 
Department, St. Louis, Missouri, advised the original postal 
office inspection reports of JAMES EARL RAY’s and WALTER TERRY 
RIFE’s postal money order passing activity in 1955 has been 
forwarded to the United States Post Office Department, Chief 
of Inspection, Washington, D. C. SHICKER provided a photostatic 
copy of the report for.review by Special Agent DUBYAK. ,

A review of the report revealed on March 7, 1955, 
blank money order numbers'742, 239, 535 to 600 were stolen in 
a burglary of the Kellerville, Illinois, Post Office. On or 
about March 20, 1955, RAY and RIFE cashed eight money orders 
at Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas. RAY also cashed one ,7 ' 
postal money order at Tallahassee, Florida. Both were apprehended 
at Hannibal, Missouri, by the Missouri State Highway Patrol on 
March 23, 1955. On April 1, 1955, RAY and RIFE pleaded guilty, 
to violating Title 18, Section 500, United States Code, for , 
unlawful issuing, passing and uttering of stolen money order 
forms. RAY received a sentence of three and three-quarter .

M

7JM I )

'I *1 
7#‘ 
AW’

A?

years and RIFE was sentenced to three years.

The report revealed that RIFE admittedly wrote out a ' , 
the face side of all the money orders. The payee on the money 
order was WILLARD J. MC BRIDE, and the remittor on the money 
order was VERNON MC BRIDE. The name ’’WILLARD MC BRIDE” is that 
of a real person in St. Louis, Missouri, whose identification 
was purchased by RAY for use in cashing the money orders. /

advised St
J. LEE SIMPKINS, Probation Officer, St, Louis, Missouri, 
. Louis Postal Inspectors that JAMES EARL RAY was released 

1958. SIMPKINS stated RAY was /from Federal custody on May 20

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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residing with his aunt, Mrs. LUCILLE RYAN, 1913 Hickory Street, 
St: Louis, Missouri. : SIMPKINS described RAY as a professional

} money order forger* ’

The following descriptive information of JAMES EARL 
RAY was obtained from the review of the file:, ?

. Name 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion , 
Build .
Marital Status 
Education 
Military Service

Occupation

ft

■^

Quincy, Illinois 
5’10”; , 1
180 pounds 
Black . 
Blue 
Medium 
Medium 
Single > 
Tenth grade

. Three years in United 
States Army; received 
General Discharge under 
honorable conditions 

Painter.

^,

, ,V '

1

^

/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Agent

1^

4 ^r

< f^*

1^

j

mi

1 ^ v^

SL: 44-775;?
<1 HRDjjfb

I J?

^ m wb
Wl! s

't^V'Ov K*1 /') 
;mj .Ji i .i,,'

4bb
hf^r

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
JAMS M mm: , .

CHARLES GUNN, owner of the Alibi Tavern/ Hannibal 
Missouri, advised on April 25, 1968, that prior to RAY’s Post
Office conviction in 1955 RAY patronised his tavern occasionally 
but that he has not seen him since and has no information con 
cerning him or his present whereabouts., 

He cbuld furnish 4o personal history or background
information concerning RAY.(

t1’

«

:^
^

s
;«gp 

fW ’

I,V

1 " L

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ft

4^$l®
4/ -<>,

I?11

<« 44

4' >

4

.4 1
ft 1 "4'4 <

' SL 44-775
WM ■

■ 4r«;
/4 ‘

14

ft ft ft 4ft

i’W^f®

h
3

" j ' ftr
" mu

'(*;
'j ?wiw oFjgnTggftiA^jgigaawj)^^ ',

4 ; ft', ^k®16-^®^®^^ ftft/ftft®
,4^ ft The following; investigatiph was conducted oii‘ April/MZ «J 

ft • 1964, by SA U^B/tWIX; 't ^i, ft . \ . ../W;^ 

, ft' ^ Th® file regarding JAMfeS EARL RAY ^was made avalW,!'# 
by JORN L. BRENNAN,.Chief, United States probation Officer, J f 
St.; Louis, Missouri. ■ ‘, . . ,

?ft ft A review bf that,file re;
> iaformatlon,: ' ftftftft ftft'ft' 

JAMES EARI/rat’, Federal Records 
Missouri) number*811041. Date of Birth was 

,/ Alton, Illinois, ft ft; m ,

ft ' , ( A classifies!tn study by, officials of the United ' , 
, states Penitentiary; Leavenworth, Kansas, on August 10, 1955, 

reflected that RAY listedftis motherland father,as deceased 
and the only othersrelative listed is an aunt, LUCILLE RYAN, 
801 North, 12th, Street, Quincy, Illinois. This, study further ft . 
reflects“that the co-defendant in,the case, involving Post/. 
Office money orders, was WALTER TERRY RIPE. . In the section of 
the study under the heading "Previous Employment6 RAY provided 
the name WILLIAM. MAHER,, 1118 East 7th Street,. Alton, Illinois, 
although no explanation was given regarding this name. The 
study also reflects tut whpn RAY had previously been in cus- 

. tody at the Illinois State Prison, he had been transferred to .

, " An annual review of RAY by officials at the United ,
States penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas; in October, 1956, , 
reflected that during the previous year, HAY had worked at the 

. fire department, paint shop, and bakery where he was considered 
. . an outstanding ’’bench hand,” This review,-farthen, reflects 

that the only family,contact .with RAY wa? through letters from 
his aunt, Mrs. LUCILLE RYAN, 701| Washing!on.Street, Quincy, 
Illinois. At that time RAY indiated thatwhenhe was released 
he palnned to go to Denver, Colorado, as'he felt, the climate 
would be ’better for his health.” '/ 'ft ft ,

MMOB

fleeted the following

s

I sbM J
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