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, ■ Both automobiles were then driven to' the intersection^//
X mA^*? Indiana?and Potomac Streets, in St. Louis. -The stolen car, '' X’ >

^.'".the previously mentioned Ford, was then driven to the scene
^A A ^ the crime, and the .store was entered by both men. - A A; 7 A A

' X A A ' . RiY proceeded to a small office> located in the'front > *77 
A v-Of the store,,'Where he pointed the automatic: pistol he was 7 
* carrying at'the man in the office1, commanding him to open the ^'^^

■ safe. OWENS remained close to the front door where he acted
7 ' . as a look-out and, according tofOWENS, left his revolver in . 

J his coat pocket.! OWENS stated after RAY filled to get the man 
1 in the office to open the safe, he pointed the automatic pistol 

at a woman cashier, ordered her to step aside, and then reached 
into the open cash drawer, removing an unknown sum of currency. 
Both men then left the sotre and departed in the stolen Ford 
automobile. 7,7 '7 7, t , 7 7 ’ f

A switch was thereafter made and both men then drove 
to RAY's home in OWENS' 1958 Plymouth.

, Uponarfival, they proceeded to the bathroom of RAY's
home where OWENS returned RAY's revolver and 1AY gave OWENS

- $60.00 in six $10.00 bills, which ConstituteA OWENS' share 
of the money taken in the robbery. OWENS then left RAY's -

. residence and proceeded to his automobile where he was placed 
under arrest. \ • A

SSs

RAY, when Interviewed, refused to make any statement, 
but OWENS later viewed RAY and positively identified him as the 
man who had accompanied him to the Kroger Store and assisted 
him in the commission of the hold-up.

. Both individuals were thereafter charged with robbery 
with a deadly weapon and operating an automobile without the 
owner's consent. An additional charge of resisting arrest was 

’ placedagainstRAY. - i '

St. Louis Police Department, Bureau of Records, 
ationAn JAMES EARL RAY, but' the report ~ ‘

A 7'A Wk 7 ! '
had no Inf< reflects
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. n t ’'Mr, w. M. HOOD) WSl.hrk Aventte;, advised^ he and,, 
, his wife had witnessed the policeman in #e yard at? the how 
next door at'the time of RAY’s arrest In 1959, although theyt 

’/never saw RAY . He was. unable. te rpwll the ideatities -of ’ 
any other residents of the building at that,time. He never, 

„ ; saw, RAY and had no information concerning hlf».

Mrs. REUBEN CRAFT* 2015 Rark Avenue, advised she 
had resided in that area for Approximately the past four years 
that she had never seen subject and never heard of/him until 
recently; and that she had no, information concerning Wa.,k

The Current residence, of Mise XORETTA JONES, who 
formerly resided at 2b23 Park, was determined to be 2335 Park 
Avenue, however, repeated attemptsfto bontac 
address proved fruitless. , 1

Mrs. G. MC LAUGHLIN,3020 Hawthorn, advised she 
had formerly owned the,building at 2023 park Avenue.- She. 
said that RAY had resided there less than a week prior to 
his arrest in 1959, and that she had no prior or subsequent 
knowledge dr Information concerning him,

t her at that

< MAM
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> ,/7 ; that of a cynicalindividual Jtf however, the, cynicism always
' being la a humorousvahe. JOLAK pointed out that RAY had the f K’^S/fe^ 

unique ability of being able to laugh athimselfand be cynical mA 4#^^
j in a humorous way about his own past mistaken. P ?

। ’ “7 NOLAN pointed out that*the majority of the conver- 7 mlVwv'
; sation between him'and RAY had to do With their legal research , ^jwM 

in regard to preparing briefs for themselves in an attempt . 7‘'/7
to gain freedom from prison. He pointed out RAY was extremely 7 ’7 
interested in law, especially if it concerned his particular v; 7 / 

. case. This, Interest was to the extent that RAY spent extra "
moneys to purchase law books and literature regarding recent 
court decisions. , j

HOUK again reiterated that he felt that RAY would 
never contact him and doubts that RAY even knows his current 
location, however, he reluctantly agreed to notify the FBI 
if he was contacted by RAX because of the possibility of. a 
law violation which would cause him (NOLAN) to return to prison 
which he does not want to do. . 7 , , J
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Re noted that in the preparation of the brief by .
which he was released he had obtataed the services of Attorney /
ORVILLE RICHARDSON in St. Louis for arguing the brief through 
approaching a judge by letter and suggesting the appointment , 

, of one or five attorneys by which ORVILLE RICHARDSON was the' 
appointed one. . ■ . 1

NOLAN indicated that he is currently employed as ., 
a second cook at the Heritage House Restaurant in St. Louts, 

. howeyer, Is going to work In connection With the poverty * . 
program on April 29, 1968, in St. Louis noting that he is. , 
doing this at a reduced salary in an effort to help others, 
rehabilitate

He again noted that he never knew of RAY to have 
any racial extremist emotions or ideas particularly pointing 

' out that during part of the time RAY was in prison he was 
employed in the kitchen with many members of the Negro race 
and he always spoke ^ll(W anybody who held up tleirwH-h, 
end of the work regardless of their race. He never stressed 
any animosity toward anyone because of their color. .

I ‘ 7

V

M® 7^ CT Ml

5’77 ।

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2
SL 44-775 
WCJ/ral

DRAKE said about two weeks after his release in
June, 1965, he visited JACK RAY in St. Louis upon the request 
of JIMMY and this was the last time he saw JACK. Their con­
versation primarily concerned JIM’s welfare at the MSP.

DRAKE had no heard of RAY’s escape and presumed he 
was still in prison until the recently publicity about him.

DRAKE regards RAY as a small-time robber, mentally
incapable of planning the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING without additional intelligent guidance from some other 
source. He believes RAY capable of being hired for this but 
would certainly not be alone in this matter. He is also of 
the opinion that whoever hired RAY, that person or group has 
disposed of him. He commented with the ’’heat" on RAY and 
rewards advertised, it would be extremely difficult for a 
fellow like RAY to hide.

DRAKE indicated he would cooperate in any way he
could with the FBI in the event any information came to his 
attention regarding the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY.

CARL DRAKE said his brother, JAMES FRANCIS DRAKE,
was also an inmate at the MSP and was acquainted with RAY 
through their association inthe exercise yard. DRAKE, his 
brother JAMES and RAY all walked together on many occasions. 
JAMES FRANCIS DRAKE was released two years before CARL and 
later served time at Terre Haute Federal Prison being released 
in November, 1967. CARL said his brother JAMES resides with 
his mother, OLA DRAKE, at Modesta, Illinois, and is currently 
employed at the Valley Steel Company, Jacksonville, Illinois.

/y/
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Fellow Prisoner: JAMES C. FLETCHER

AT MOBERLY, MISSOURI

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA WILLIAM R. DUNCAN on April 26, 1968.

Inmate JAMES C. FLETCHER, Number 72071, Missouri
Training School for Men, advised he had been incarcerated 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
at the same time as subject and knew subject slightly from 
going back and forth to the dining room to eat. He stated 
everyone in the penitentiary knew RAY by his reputation as 
he had attempted to escape several times. FLETCHER stated 
he had reported RAY as being missing at the time of his 
escape on April 23, 1967, to Lieutenant BILLY "BOB” TURNER 
after he had heard from other inmates that RAY had escaped. 
FLETCHER stated it was rumored at that time that RAY was 
going to go to the State of Georgia if his escape was 
successful. FLETCHER was of the opinion that Major B. J. 
PORTER, presently at the penitentiary at Jefferson City, 
would be aware of the inmates who furnished information 
concerning RAY's intentions to go to Georgia.

FLETCHER stated he had no knowledge or information
concerning RAY following RAY’s escape, and that he would be 
unable to make any suggestion as to where RAY might be found 
at this time.
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) Federal bureau of investigai^i

Date May 8f 196®

ORVILLE ERNEST GAW was iaterviwed at Dismiss Howse, 901
Cole Street, at which time he advised that his last Missouri State 
Penitentiary (MSP) number was 69729. GAW stated he first entered 
the MSP in August, 1926, on a four-year sentence of burglary from 
Butler County, Missouri. He re-entered the MSP April, 1931, on a 
25-year sentence for murder from Butler County and entered a third 
time in April, 1955, on a 2®-year sentence for armed robbery at 
St. Louis, Missouri. He was released from this institution on 
parole to Disms House on April 9, 1968.

GANN is presently employed in maintenance'work at the
Milner Hotel, 20th and Washington, but is seeking employment 
as an employee of the Missouri State Hospital on Arsenal Street 
in the laundry department. GANI expects t© be residingsoon with 
his wife, EILEEN MALCHIN©, 404© Laclede in St. Louis.

GAW knew subject RAT casually while they were both inmates
in MSP at Jefferson City. During the period of this casual acquaintance, 
RAT was living in K Hall while GAW was a resident of J Hall. Their 
association consisted ©f casual passing in the hallways of the 
institution, some slight association in the yard and slight associa­
tion based on the fact that RAT worked on th® food detail and sometimes 
served special dishes to GANN and GANN reciprocated by giving RAT 
special consideration in connection with his laundry service since 
GAW was assigned to the laundry in th® institution. GAM recalled 
that RAT was always a neat, ©lean individual, but he stated he could 
not picture RAT as a person who would plan and carry out an assassina­
tion such as that committed on Doctor MARTIN LOTHER KING.

GAM stated he had never heard RAT ©r anyone else in th®
institution discuss any plans concerning th® assassination of KING 
or anyone else for a monetary consideration. He recalled vaguely 
th® ns®® COOLEY (phonetic) among inmates in the MSP but could not 
place this individual as to race or any associates. When questioned 
concerning possible close associates of subject RAT while he was in 
the MSP, GANN named on® CARL DRAKE, age about 40, tinner, who has? 
returned to the St. Louis area and was recently shot’ in South 
St. Louis in a tavern brawl. He also mentioned white *’TOW RICHARDSON 
employed in a ®5MO cleaning establishment in the 1600 block of 
South Jefferson in St. Louis, Missouri.

When questioned concerning any individuals in the MSP who
might be capable of planning .> major assassination such as that of

On 5/6/68_____ at St. Louis, .Missouri_________File ft__ SL.?—44^125----------------
SA CLETES B. BIDEWELL/mjb

by SA WILLIAM H, WARMELD____________________ Date dictated 5/6/68____________
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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