
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



rlfS
t t W

WfXSWfml

V ' |3^|^i RAYNES ^dvi#ed%t^^ 7 -

JAMES EARL RAY aS J4MES EARL 3UtIW<S><^ 'kb ;. k®W|
- 4 ®'^WfeiKT. 774nw, a11 maher Jacksonville, Florida, in .spring iw, iwa* ' * ‘ vami
r • ^1931, /He helieyes he was 30 yearh it,/age at that time and , /w M< 
u \ that ^y|j# yShs^f iW^' 7‘wWiag'their/ marriage, -th#y<^ , A >4; 
b ^Ihe^ii^WtH’/M^^ XlJ|no^iMnd‘iw^ Louis an# 7’7 Ad

v ‘Ewing,/ Missouri, ^i was his understanding that LUCILIE was • / , v W 
. ^horiuto^^ hMr ^bV. //a im‘/l

> 1 4 * 7 >lti Mr4 RAYNES'Ata t®d h® believes he was the father of / 
all of the other children born to LUCILLE MAHER and himself,,

A

I Their son, JERRY, was horn in Quincy, Illinois,dhte unknown," '

Mr. RAYNES stated he had received a telephone call
from his son, JERRY, in Chicago, Illinois, on April 19, 1968, 
advising hi»v that it appeared JAMES EARL RAY was involved in 
the KING iMWtimtiM ' ./'/ ’ 1 / Ai , a. ; ,
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Mt«’i Agent s HOWARD G .SLACK based oa A ectaMi^atlw .^pMi;w VAf/ i j ‘1 i^'J

mWW, S i-‘ 'JACK RANDOLPH, owner 4l> A Auto Sales,. 5901 South ( J . S % 
yAl'^My,1 Str Louis, Missouri, advised oh A#gl’23‘i 1968, hb/.y^ ! Vv 
’ that JERRY RAYNES was an employee of his approximately eight , ,' \

<yMyeafs ago-as-a salesman. RANDOLPHstated thatfRAYNES was employed V rf 
; /■’■by his' firm for approximately one year. He stated that RAYNES , , , y^ 
’ *'wa$ a peculiar individual who came to work and i^^ when he <

, , * .pleasea and was engaged in selling cars. RANbOLPH'stated that 
he was not1 aware that RAYNES had a son but did know that RAYNES 

/ ; .‘had a young daughter who he sometimes brought to work and left 
' / in the car. RANDOLPH viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY , 

* and stated he had never seen this lndividual.
'V/ ^’r"0 RANDOLPH stated he. did pot know RAYNES* address ' 

\ While he worked for him and had no idea where RAYNES was now 
z although he.had mentioned that he wanted to go to Acapulco, ,

’, Tlie following neighborhood Investigation was conducted

’ Spy
1 /«
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A

<' J»b.m5 ^ory.- ■ 1 ■■ ' * < "■•’■•>’■< ■.

•/ The Reverend PATRICIA ANN JONES, Apartment #8, advised ,
//A that she has been living at that address for three months and" " 
A - stated that she did not know any of the previous occupants. X 

, \ .She further advised that this address was a rooming house and , 
'/ people frequently moved in and out and no one in the building, i f 

A J/had been there longer than a year. । , ' AS Am A
/Avhiv* i i > ' 4 < 1 > -V ' ( ' ■ / ¥ , ^ y , j

' .•I^J^^^?^^'’, '^^^1®^^I^^®^, 1915 Hickory Street, stated that she had \ A, 
resided at this address for sometime but had never heard of 1

; m XDCILLE RAY. LUCILLE RYAN, or LUCILLE BERNES. She stated this , t . ^ 
A is a transient neighborhood and no one residing in that ' 

. neighborhood would have knowledge of previous occupants at

1 V\ ’ A neighborhood investigation conducted at 1133 South
” Tenth Street revealed that the only building in this block was
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advised SAs ROBERT ' W>‘ 
’ \;, ># L7 topER and/t^^ tM?Mv
.' L' coniectionSjf Oii Hickoh Stteet Sout four bouses west of V’ ft ftte 
/ fr ? ' 1,18th Street, north side, in a basement. This should be about , A’J 

?ft JI the address where RAY’s Mothdr lived on Hickory, and TOWSLET V^ 
'« < , 1 felt ^JJITH should know the mother, whether or not she is dead, , ,'M* 

/ 7'^1 and might pbssWy. know RAY, - . > ‘ , . \ * '
1 \f'^ -;\X Vf#^4lM 1968, ,SA EARL E. BROWN determined that’^ftW

’ft'.1 "AWW^W WITH, 1811 Hickory. WITH said he is, famil- </l 
/ ' s iar ‘With nWs^aw publicity concerning this matter, and wMl^ftA’BI 

' RAY may,-have been a customer, he does not remember him nor
his mother,,; He stated that the two, best sources of informa- \ 4,£ 
tibn ih the neighborhood would be COLLEEN TURNBOUGH, 1902 ^ .
Hickory, and SOPHIE MARTIN, 1917 Hickory. ft^

I ‘*'4 “I to’^ TpRNBOUGH was interviewed and it was determined , Jt 
she hiS'^wibhsiy been contacted on this matter by SA GEORGE ^ hH 
KZWl,^ Itwas also determined SA PEET has contacted SOPHIE ft^AM 
MARTIN,* During the contact with Mrs. TLRNBOUGH, however, she . •> 
stated^she knew LUCILLE RYAN was dead through Mrs. LLOYD ,M' / 

. BIRDSONG, who now lives,at, 2939 Lafayette. Mrs. TURNBOUGH ’ ; .
said that shd talked to LUCILLE only once, but that Mrs. BIRD­
SONG #as a frequent visitor with LUCILLE, '

< On, April 25, 1968,, LLOYD BIRDSONG, 2929,Lafayette 
Street, phone PR 3-4894, advised^that his wife is outoftown, 
but was, expected to return during the day of April 25; 1968. 
He stated that since the publicity on RAY has appeared he 
has discussed this matter with his wife. He stated he had 
no independent recollection of RAY Or his mother, as. during

4

7

*
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that time he.worked .nights and slept during the day, and,thus 
Had little contact with his neighbors/ He,stated that bls 

" wife was, not well acquainted1, with LUCILLE RYAN, as RYAN had 
a very b&d reputation as a drunk andWas simply not the type 
anyone would befriends Mrs; BIRDSONG tpld her1 husband that 

, RYAN was living with an older women believed to be RYAN s 
’ mother/ She was known as "Old Mary, JM, RirDSONG believes that 
"RYAN and her mother occupied the entire'house and had no

i Mi

11 ,m'’
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vV*< roomers, although; he Understands

' BIRDSONG was’ recontacted later in the day andsald
/ that jhis witt’s return had been delayed because of illness „^helamily. SheisVisiting with Mrs. FLOYD HEADY, Fre­

dericktown, Missouri, phone Slate 3-3104. BIROSONG stated 
he had discussed RAY >ith his wife when she galled to tell 
him she would not be returning on April 25, 1968, and she 
had no information he had not,,already furnished. She told

■ 1 her husband that she was not on friendly terms with RAY s
mother because of her drinking.

\ BIRDSONG stated that the only persons still around 
Who lived in the neighborhood who might be able to furnish 
information is a Mrs. TURNBOUGH, a Mrs. MARTIN, both of whom 
still live on Hickdry, and SMITH, the proprietor of a basement

V

that numerous men came and
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ki i :«a^ ^^:w^ JrS^wsw nJI/m ^aimded^htei!#l^n& She W;W^» ^ied ■W^ag^w^J

around Chrlstaas,
' Ahe Wf?M J#$«YW ^»W^ ’^ Vicinity ’Of CHH80, W4wM\^ W 
‘,S^:^ffi ^WW'“®^^ '“f41** “"’.h/’SM

4 V''(^W ,’to«Yw#il«1^/e^ fattier she stated.'&|
' ( her father, JERRf BAY, age about 59years, is presently residing i
J on a Yarm he owh^Jwh|oh'idlocated im the vicinity of Hannibal, jAv?/ 

Missouri; Shedeniedknowingthe exact location of this fa™ k«W 
( 5m^* had m^ 'Visits it. - However, she had visited in ; %«<

t f V f the ^M area hear JRannibal some months ago at the time her - -jf >* 
' ’Y father was looking WA farm to purchase in that area. uAeeerd~,^VMt 

^lnr'WM*W PEPPER she is normally in contact with her father । H J« 
' v<-lippf4iiiW ones'a week a^ which time he calls her by tele- ; , , y W 
s phonejusually Oh, Saturday., morning. - She denied having ever , < ’ UA<

a* t." made a telephone call het father, JERRY RAY, stating’that/*< , .AC I 
W^i * she didsnot know his telephone number. ‘When questioned specif-!i®8 
^ ^'leaily #n this respect she stated she had not misplaced his ' / fWw 
)lrk i * number but had never been in possession of his telephone number. ,y 
J w She advised thht her father was'retired, and that his only < nA'Y?*^
JW , soared,# income was what be.,received from Social Security.,^ u’ ”

^ k ^ W A' *ith respeet to other members of the family MrsyM^ 
< furnished the mowing information^ ' . y \ ‘ (

. ' SUSIE ray; age 20, was raised by some unknown well-to-!
„ do family residing in the vicinity of Quincy, Illinois. Within . .
\ the past severalaonths SUSIE was married th Some uknown >*»<(''WA'^*y
'^^ ^ri’* “•■’“* °? **^ *?””' ^O'a

Yw

W ’
^' A1

A %'

rj 'Ml ^ Hl A

km

4 '

Maplewood, Missouri
tCT"—k.T;.t

w-
^^^iUa contaa/heltherfeconnieodations nor conclusion# of »M fBl/ II ^ ^^K^YmW f^( ^ “ low4 ^ J ’ ^k ' 

f 'yc r c9»W0VAnd«« conics, «• not t<> be disttlbuta^^ ><Y /'Pl , A ? I/L i '^V»
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W#^''.'^1',\^'’J''F'*,X*,^K'S ' ' .’.'yiM'V'' ’’*'(,
'f & m'^ ’ W04 iia,^^|Wl ,^» h^# and single, resides so»e-

’ 1| in Quincy,? Illihois, and has pnoccasion been confined , ;
K'k? hospital due #4rMentally retarded condition. She vol- 1 / 

{, S ^ information that the last ‘ii»^(8M heard from 1;'
was at Christman last year^, at-which time she was in * u< '

■ - ’’ v W f ’ ^ ’' According -1 # Mrs /, PEPPER another /brother, FRANKLIN 
' ff^^Wltf RAY was ilUod in an automobile accident which occurred < 

t approximately four years ago on a bridge west of Quincy, Illinois, . - 
W stated when, she lafet saw JAMBS EARL RAY he was with this 

¥ : v , ; With respect to her mother LUCILLE RYAN, Mrs. PEPPER
< advised that she had died in the City Hospital at St. Louis

■^ resulting Iron
j o6&rt trowJ6» j '

’ ,AX/^{ <Mrs. PEPPER emphatically denied having any knowledge
or information whatever concerning the whereabouts of her 

She was specifically advised of the
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^ »^ ^rttu«v®S 
,,l!’ ( August 23,. W(’» Cheek was WiJ^ifjW

ton^^fe 5>?9^?M«H^^4wiwi 
j September 6, 1967, ^cheek was *WWM1 
, On September 12, 1967, there was4'deposMW 

’’ "} { September 14, 1067, a cheek was written:’in ;th^i

i^W- 
ten 
MwB'^

S8W;!2^«
'56.00 and 
ew of $1900.00. /*^^

' , , I,.1;! Sineo October 9, 1987, ao d»p«elt;><»M« larger ' ^
- A. than a UmK a* *480.35 aa«e »«’«W'.?<;W;W»“ ""““’' ^

, 1968, bo cheek was written on thia Mi^WaW' «l»; ■ ’
' < ^ *195 O^^W'^^- ^r 22, 1M#.'-, ^»;< ;. ,

; ? '."^.fi^tl^ieet-t#, the largest. deposhs^apSreflected , '
'’"i ’ < below in a check of the savings account of .ALBERT end CAROL

r PEPPER, the deposit on August 21, 1967, to the/Checking account 
in the amount of $4628.78 coincides with a withdrawal in their 

, sayings account of $4500.00. Deposit
. : ' account for August 21, 1967, reflect that the $4628.78 deposit 

was made up of $4500.00 transferred from a savings account, „ 
a check in the amount of $105.37 and a check in the amount of .

!’t 6

With respect to the deposit^of $837.94 ^September 5, A J
, 1967, this deposit consisted of *513.29. iB eash, *200.00 is

', ■ cash, and a cheek in the amount of *124.60. . ,
’ . A nth respect to th. deposit of *756.00 on So6t~ber‘12,t W(

. 1967, tils w^iiea of a cheek L that 'anosnt,' • ■ A^t!
( 1 Regarding the deposit of October 9\1967»

amount of $1056a71, this consisted of a cash deposit of $1006.00 
r*^*>n<rwtrfiwear^w-Hrtra^^^ —— ‘

4/30/68 ' , St. Louis, Mlssowri, ■ ' ; aaA-4W/o
?F' SA EARL E. BROWN / r 1 l(^<' ^',.'1SA ALBERT J. RUSHING RWi^Wi,

; ' This document contains neither recommendations nor condluslons of « « ^.H^^ ‘”* FW '<“d ** loan,d “I ;

M^

>1

5/6/68 '^
hi
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mf?' ? •'■ ’/, /
;Jfe‘V-fS4, b; >:

a > A i । m, V 'H /', L
5 h W4

$460>5, is supported by^deposit /' 
kets/reflecting ^^ cash and checks in ths amount s * ^^.^g^ $».«, $43.40, a." ,4.M.Jf

r ‘' ^ F ^ ^aeewiprj '1, 1968, tiWly checks written" - f 
thts ehecking a^couht were six in January, One in February, 

''’/'hiaad two in Marchi ^Checks drawn on the accbhht in April 1968, 
>.S 4Uiz in all) cousisted of the folloping: v f t

. ’V %r ' Fm/ Wrli 12,,1968, in the amount of $2.59 payable ,

' April 16, 1968,; $5.46 payable to Sealtest;

■^ ffi: l9M’$3'00 w4v‘« «»>m «•»•» 

5 April 14? 1968, $6.59 (this check could not be.
1 located 'to determine payee) ; <’ < ' 'H v 4'

44

s 7 X

t>

April .14,' $968, $13.88 to Katz Drugs and

March 29, 1968, $105,20 ip Manufacturers Bank/;.

An Official of Manufacturers Bank stated that the 
$105.20 check dated March 29, 1968, payable to Manufacturers

l)l MM1

■^Wi bW 
; #

lf' w

$XUO»ZU CHOCK dfttOd M&TCM 2*?j l^bd9 p&y^Dld TO HAnUTBCTUTGrS 
Bank is for a payment on the PEPPER residence they are purchasing. // .

f ? )? > ; ' One of the largo withdrawals, from this checking ^ / ' . ’7 
Acebunt listed above .yas a $500.00 check on August 23, 1967. j M "

-•This* was thb date of'posting and the check was actually drawn ^^>1' 
>/ on August 18; 1967.* It was payable to Mercantile Trust Company . t j7 

1 ^, ’ ■; and contained a stamp indicating it had been processed by, the , ' f
) .fV^eU^ttte Department; 71 J ■ • ’F^ ‘^ ''^F

' ‘r- t with respect *o the check In the amount of $ipoo*oo
■ noted above, which wasposted on September 14, 1967 ^thl8eheck
- was dated September 9, 1967, and payable to JERRYRAYNS and 

> 1 contains a/notation "purchase of 42 acres". Itiasendprsed

noted above, which was' 
v'has -—-—i— « » and

' ¥ 4

7-4^
< w B1

1“ f

Hr
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"bf ■ -tbs check was apparently n 
J'^WPEF

iO^:^
■■ ■■ . ' 1 ®7/ ® >®AUli®T or®c^
HH#^ Manufacturers Bank a savings account n^^ ;i®
•BAw^£^^ thhtsthi^aepi^r^iBg^pebeas^

K » 1965. The PEPPERS gave an address Of 712A Shenandoah ^^
< 'j®.-' ■ St. Louis , Missouri , and the only other address ref leeted i

B • in the savings acpoant la 2W5;®fi^^^
^V;/??;^;*^ opened J1LSERT PEPPER, Social - ®<^®>*

'Hobber* Lstated.vhe• was .born£ T.r..h^COA^i^^ eapioyed^Sce Service. CAROL '^^^
:W®. fe Pri^W^ted.sIi0^^ . . _ t . _ J' 4$^**°^y < ^t®;#^ 

■ ®®Vv® It was noted that an inquiry had been made concern^^ M'CT® 
®®W<* ■ account by Missouri ■H*™?;0??**^^ V f«

vdeposits
®<f largest°depbsits thereafter ^ere $ 
® ';^<® 'f-■ *nd' $344.00 <m February . 6, 196'

lOS^Bfe #^ /#®^ 1965^’W$

RR

oO^-^ ■•»?
^OOjtO^

:#^ 
.W'w^WMow^m

®''^;®^^T,\“^V^^^
«s atss sTi-sasssws-j^

ilarW "

M# 
w
;'l^

■'S

August 21, 1967 
September 12, 1967

Mbi^' $7-s <>oo\rtim;#^
1 lf''™» and interest.^ A number O^^ 

S<B pa^eBt^luto^W^i^^Ws 3*$

■A-'

■I'',

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



M

y^ torip j j

W - V”

> w“ fc

FEDERAL BUREAU OMH^
’A ito' /i' tof W

OM*&' - to 
though to to

to. ^

■’W^H’ ; ALBERT PEPPEB, !WaS'BellW» 
! advisedwupon Interview!^1^
' to Wo^^ wife, CAROL PEPPER/ for a^period/of W

t toito£atelY<3iX! ^ he has never met JAMES EARL RAY. .,® ’ to, «i^(W>lS Mis wife’s brother JOHM WC^ RAY>''i^#<^^^ 
• yfcWlM*^ inkno™, Md k brother jmtW d»%lfc»i,> , Z-?

■ftotoi thd >ricinity pi Chicago, Illinois. J»'»tttiiMf.ttf i.,1 (,J, 
' Awiis* time he had heard of; these individnal was t hi l^liwab ‘
“to’time 1867 at'which time they visited briefly in the. PEPPER ; to' 
,'jV^'uw^rid'wi. * ,> ' "to'«•? '■ *^i7>,"i'7i

' ... , ' , PEPPER was advised of the provisions of the-harbor-
frig statute and emphatically denied any information whatever 

, to, Which.might be of value in trying to locate JAMES EARL RAY.

v , PEPPER advised that he and his wife were in.the
toprocess of purchasing their home at that address. He further 

, \ 'to Stated he, was employed at the Mew Market Hardware in St. Louis 
; -* " and the salary that he makes v---- ’--------*- "^— - ---- - ----  *“d
’^to 11 ths amount necessary to make

'
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barely meets living expenses and
the payments on the home
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The relieving Identifying Information1was obtained' 
police records:

'Name '??? :^"S A’ ' albert bennie pbpper ’U, 
S0X^ / । 1 ’
Race 
Born

Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Hyes

P

ii ^

»
/ i Ww«JW

^ , Male ’ 
White l'^

4,

Build ;
Complexion ; 
Occupation, ' 
Marital status

Mijp1’ 
117 ' , 1

. Brown . 
Brown 
Slender 
Ruddy 
Laborer

Ai

. Addresses

Wife 
Parents

Sister

Brothers

l A,

l,<l 1

ir

Chicago, I-.’'st

St^ Louis Police 
Department Number

Married l/ $ t ' .
1713 Lafayette (October 1963);
3731 North Sheffield, Chicago, 

Illinois ’
CAROL PEPPER <
CHARLES and ERNIE MAE PEPPER, 

1713 Lafayette, St. Louis
ALICE PEPPER, 12th and Russell A .^ 

Streets, St. Louis, Missouri ( MV.
ROBERT PEPPER, Armand Place, , \

St. Louis, Missouri; , r
JOHN PEPPER, with parents; ,A 
WILLIS PEPPER, Waverly Place/

St. Louis, Missouri; ;

93998

■ 'iWif"

I'A ^W1

1 58, 723 / ' ^-•■i-<;

No record of arrests pertaining to CAROL PEPPER ^iS ' 
records of the St. Louis Police Department by; IC DYER.

IC DYER located in the records of the St. Louis Police, 
Department the record of a theft which occurred on February $0, 
1968, at the Grapevine Tavern, 1982 Arsenhl, as follows; r * >

FBI Number
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