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1968. While theM,l>B?bWrhMr4 a pBWQH nwtd MELVIN DECK, who , i 
Stated he lived orO^ between Advaoee and Zalmar Missouri, z 

' . 0^ that he knew the father, of JAMESJARLRAY, who was being ^
W^^t f^^ W«i °* Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. . , ? „ <

1

f5y M" " ; The fpiWt^tlgitA was conducted on April 
^#0$, WlfceeU^^^ ,

?7^ ^ - * ‘ MELVIN M^. Route 2, Bo^T200 , Fredericktown,
V'k Missouri, Advised tut, he was in CapeGirardeauon Friday, 

■ "prfcMT'W, W,SO *i®s»";>A#r"M •■t*WB*«Md-'”maw- —: ,
^photograph of the manwanted for hilling Dr, KING on television, 6 

V J and mentioned to the bartender that he knew the father ofthis 
Mx man. i DEC# ,i^l itJ|#‘ as follows*, a , M M> M p

. . '-'He used to be acquainted with BILL RAT, who he claimed
• S to be the father ^ JAMESEARL RAT, and^ that he last saw Bto . 

’ ' । RAT about'’five yearW ago at an auctioninCottage Hills, Illinois, 
’ which is a suburb of Alton, Illinois. BILL RAT was then living 

• Mk at Alton and had moted to there from the Zalma, Missouri, vicinity 
in about 1940. BILL'BAT originally married TESTA MEADORS,who 

M he Claimed to be'the^mother of JARESEARL RAT, , VESTA MEADORS 4 , 
‘ moved toAlton with BILL RAT but theh moved back to Zalma, where 

' \ She lives with her mother; He did not know if TESTA MEADORS 
’ 4 4 x and BILL RAT were divorced or separated. .The fatherofpSTA 

1 (t.V(\WW was W ip^Lfw M hew ^W,. He stated that 
Cu\ BILL RAY had M^'tM two daughters that he knows ®fJ the 
M V’™rertH^X^^ ’T? WfWT^XW id.ntical

W XXM ^,W 44 '9 V’#‘ \ '

XaK^aa <„ :;,w*

23,
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CODEMAN
*

VX X *M Bureau furnished a copy to’ *
F'hF^ /) a Utter revived f{0» ANNA DAWSON, Ellington, Missouri, uZ f 

F'F , which she stated she had seen ■‘■the slayers of Dr. KINO and ^ 
A ' i\ Fthat?they wej?e two somes named ANNIE CODEMAN, of Oakland, * 

/ ' California, ,and OLLIE OLTELO, of OverlAhd, California.

\?/FFF W®iW^
> X A J,- i 'Mrs. ANNA’DAVPON, Eiling ton;' Missouri, was contacted ’'A 

? LoKK*? 1, 1988, b, SA WILLIAM R.WSTON. Mrs. DAWSOM stated
/ she had a direct communication with God and He hadtold her , 

the killers'of,,Dr., MARTIN WITHER KING mere ANNIE COLEMAN, of 
,, Oakland, California, and ODDIE 0DTED0, of Overland, California 
? ^ ahd that She should notify the EBI. She stated she had never 
4, heard of these two individuals before; that she knows nothing 

of their backgrounds or occupations; and, that she was unable 
to furbish,any additional information concerning them.

’F;W

1 h I *
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She described her son as follows

GAULT

Marine Corps

Father

FloridaTampa

Occupation
Military Service

" School, S‘ 
Carpenter ' 
Served in U

Name ( 
Race 
81^0^-/'- a' 
Height , !V’*’ 
Weight /'y • 
BtfiU?"
Hair . .
Eyes' ^-^? 
Complexion 
Pate of Blyth 
Place of Birth 
Education

Louis, Missouri

SL: 44-775

JAMBS EUGENE 
White ' 
Male.j 
6'i’'v ■
155 pounds, 
Slender 
Dark brown 
Brown V;5^>?M.. 
DarkiJ-■■ ■.. ■

Receiving honorable discharge 
JAMES H. GAUIT-^#^

J' 21165 Hester ides'"/- dWi^S

St* Louis, Missouri 
Completed four years high 

school, Cleveland High
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If’iiy P On April?, 1968, Mr.ROBERT HODGINS, Sinclair Service 

: ■ Station operator, 8260 Forsyth Avenue, Clayton, Missouri, who (
p«,htft#d he had observed an artistfs conception of the killer of ■ 

yy^Dr'^lNG in one of the St* Louie newspapers and was of the ( . .
dr ’ opinion that the artist's conception resembled BENJAMIN , , ’ ,
' t FRANKLIN, GItSON, imperial Wizard of the Ozark Klan, National 4 -y^lJ 

. , „ Knightsdof the Klu Klux Klan. He stated that another employee gj, 
'J,y of the service station, JIM (LAST NAME UNKNOWN), of High Ridge/dVsXXt'! ’ 7^»^«^«.^W^ 

5y;^8y ,«^^^ pVv -v

fy yi d , The. following, investigation was conducted by , 
.;,JS;pec^ FRENCH: ‘ '
’.Xy^ / J X Mr. ARTHUR ROWOLD, Maintenance Supervisor, Motor , , , 

Transportation Lensing Company, St. Louis, Missouri, who resides;
tat 2$G Borohester, Belleville, Illinois, telephonically advised 

that his foreman on the mid*watch at the company, BENJAMIN „
FRANKLIN JIIBSON had been at work every day, Monday through; , JA y;/d Js 
Friday, during the previous week (April 1 through April 5, < <’
1968). Restated that GIBSON’s normal hours are from 11:30>A , .

y I 4$. Copies of GIBSON’s photographs were furnished the p* ^ 
Memphis Division on April 7, 1968, ” 1 '‘y,^ y*

The Identification Division, Federal Bureau of j ' * 
Investigation, Washington, D. C., advised on April 7, 1968, that 

/ the remaining .Unidentifled' latent fingerprints in this case 
were not. Identical with fingerprints of BENJAMIN FRANKLIN ’

v <^at Z3U.; Borcnester, Beimme, niinois, leiepnonicany aw 
/ ' thathis foreman on the mld*watch at the company, BENJAMIN 

t FRANKLIN ^GIBBON had been at work every day, Monday through

1
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0 St. LOUIS, MISSOURI

'H was conducted by

f«« t

’M
6R®^i'A/'I' f ' A h^VciAipnati^vi^ advised telephonically and /F^j®^ 

'W«?rt4y teletype to ;the Director, April 19, 1968, that an individual Awl 
WnAW^ W? ^^ Wf Should be arriving At St. Louis ’ u^»
W e Greyhound Bud pepot at 2:20 p.m. on bus 4472 arriving from A»M 

\<WA. @olu#btW^^ „ * AwW

>41 . A>W>WWWh DUBYAK, DEAN R. SHUMWAY and JOHN 0, ;W»P 
’ * ./a.-TRETHEW, ’HA^^ to meet bus 4472 at the , * ^Mj
AW GreyhoundBusDepptwhere all passengers alighting from the / ^^M

JinS.^^w^S! ‘^ iS^IdStiM.bS with ■'' A
„ . Hv immediately inspected# However, no person identifiable with ' ■ p. \

WJ

„ -immediately inspected# However, no person identifiable with , 
W W\individual,described by. Cincinnati wap observed departing bus p /A

A ‘ or on empty bus# .The bus terminal was checked before and .
after departure of the bus without success. '

f - W / The. only -male person on the bus remotely resembling ' 
subject’s appearanceand the description furnished by Cincinnati 

; was CHAR« WARREN’HALE/date of birth at
/ .Anson, Texas, who was en route from Holyoke, Massachusetts, to , 
A^a Veterans Hospital near Abilene, Texas# However, HALE is 

definitely not identical to the subject. The driver of bus 
4472, WAYNE LESTER WILLIAMS, Greyhound BUS Lines, 801 North 
Broadway, residence 4508 Northeastern Avenue, Wanamaker, Indiana, 

, advised SA KENNETH N. DELANOY that he drove bus 4472 from
1 Indianapolis; to St# louis arriving at 2:20 p.m# on April 19, 

1968. He stated that.he had only 12 passengers from Indianapolis 
V to St. Louis, several of whom were Negroes and females, but ’■ 

A* that M,pees pot know the destination of any of-the passengers 
JAnor Is it normal procedure to check, their tickets# WILLIAMS 

, *. f viewed a phdtdgraph of JAMES EARL RAY apd stated that no one
A / of that description was among his passengers. He did, however, 

recall one. individual who sat in the right froht seat of the 
' * bus;,Who was about 30 years of age, 5'8” to 5'9” tall, weighing

AAA -nA A H . A

l1^ «

Wl

i»i
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b
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Thefollowing'lnvestigation was. conducted by SA J 
, ram >«« ^Wn^f ;

JOHN MUELLER, owner and operator of the Meramec « 
Motel, 458 South Highway 66, advised, that according to, his / 
records an individual,, using the name of MYRLE HAGGERTT, 618 / ^ i
Broadway Avenue, Nashville," Tennessee, registered in cabin ■ X^1
number 6 on April 16t,’ 1968«, He stated this individual stayed,, 'S^V 
there on the night of April 16 and Apr fl, 17 and left sometime ’^’p'^ 
during the day of April IB, 1968. MUELLER stated that although'.,.; A

* he did not See HAGGERTT, he understands that he was accom­
panied by a wpman anda small child. MUELLER stated that he' P eV 
understands that MYRLE HAGGERTT* is a well known Western P« 
country star who sings-in Nashville, Tennessee, and has made '" >>1 
records and radio andrtelevision appearances. He stated - yp 
that he doubts that the individual in cabin number 6 was , j jji 

PYRLE HAGGERTT but was probably someone impersonating AAu

' MUELLER ^|d' that according to the registration p ‘A^ 
card HAGGERTT was driving an automobile bearing Tennessee af
license plate MG ^013 or ^ 3013. ( Jf

GILBERT MC PEEK advised that he works at the Meramec A 
Motel and also at the eating place locatednextdoor. He 
said that he recalls, an^individual using the name of MYRLE 
HAGGERTT registering at the motel on Tuesday, April 16, 1968 

J He stated that this individual was driving a 1964
Chevrolet automobile painted dark green which had been JUt on 
one, side. He stated that HAGGERTT was accompanied by( a woman 
who claimed to be, BONNIE OWKNg, who is a Singer of western 
songs and known in Nashville,,Tennessee.A,He stated that he 
doubts, that,the .individual^posing ,aS MYRLE,HAGGERTT or the 
individual posing as BONNlEOWENS were actually the well known 

Nashville. Tennesseh.'1?

4>-

actually M 
him. <
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781,7^7™

Fii/WF^

Fft... . Weight; ,ft;F;F^ _____________
■ 7’? Born ,ft‘ <|||F||^^
7ftFA-^FFFFF :

...HelatlV^FXvada harden, nee colburn, wife;.
■ft' AFAFftftA, 7^7 ' born 1934, Texas, date and
J" ^.^M?^.^?; H1 place of marriage' not shown; 7

U F Parents, LEON and ALICE HARDEN,
■ ; < F ■ FFF'FF 7.7 FFyr' ■ Route C,. Evergreen,, Alabama; 7/ 

ft> 7'ftF.-:'-.-F ■ FaF- Brother,’ PAUL'SAM .HARDEN,' Routes 
WW-WfIX-W'F - c» Evergreen, -.Alabama; ..7

Brother, LARRYH. HARDEN, Route
C, Evergreen, Alabama; . .F#

Parents-in-law, SAM and SYBIL F
COIBURN, 701 Roxella, 

exas aXX^F
registrant of LocalF,, 

.FAXa Board 18, Evergreen, Alabama',.^
Character ref erencesAll Evergreen, Alabama, J..XAW?

■' aF.Fa F . JOHNSON;- Sheriff’s: Department;;­
- * -..  A dELMA BOWERS, Southern Coach AFA

W X#;# 
AAA' AftF. ^<^ 
A'X .aaaf7Aw 

'7AF .’A

FT®#
7-7. 
wST

.■■ft

FA

A

7

fFX'F

Conecuh County,
A'-A'-"FA "kF'.-..

7 ■

ft/j'*

a'f
a’ af ■

OS 3^

•^ /

■i'

ft

ft

FF-FF 
AX- •■ ;v -‘F

©SK^ ' 7 ^sE 
77AA aw 
^Social

Select;
ity # 
rvice -ft

:®

y?

AAF

F! AFA 7

<..'■&£ '4

V -TV?
‘ '..'■ »<•

■\

!'W&W 
a'M * ■A7 A 7

Employments,, 
a $ A Aft F

'.FA

■ ' A-

F XtF: •• and Body- Company; Fr#FcX
ROBERT KENDALL, State Senator; J: 
WILEY SALTER, State Represents F

MABERYCOOK, Cook Service Station 
£^W*^-- iW to August, 1956, : .

A, w. Williams Drilling Company, ^^f 
<-fc^^st<Virginia Street; Mobile, FilfW 
FFfeF.-^ supervisor, SAM HAGERMAN; <■

' September, 195S, • to ■WOttpilM 
, 1956, Fletcher and King, Andalusia 

.< Alabama, LEELAND FLETCHER, » 
; ^supervisor; .... /fF- FF F >. FF'^XF
November, 1956; to April, 1958,

SouthernCoach and Body Company, 
; r.,,FFEvergreen, Alabama, supervisor; F 

. DELMABOTEHS:
J*y$B£.«.jK:. F,F;i\>. vF^FFF”.

■'F

^7^
■ - ft.Wft ft.Fft-'i: 7,<7 >*wX 4-' ! J,. -F^I. J AW'?

A'/FA

7.
'<

I&'F v#F

ft'A A
F'"F. 
FA'-

^^fts ’̂V

Afa A

7

■VF

AFFw;i

Ml

ft
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■ ft.W'1
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M1 hl ,,

went. Evergreen, Alabama^?, . \m o4
• ‘ /WuRerVisor, MARLON WILKINS;

September, 1962, to, November, " lw 
<’ g/1962,; Brown and Root Construe- Ms^ 

/ * 1 IK Company, Houston, Texas, *
PAUL JAMES, supervisor; > \

November, 1962,, to March, 1963, 
, ' peden’s Iron and Steel Company, , 

Houston, Texas, ARCHIE VERHAGEN, ‘ v' 
uXlTSS^’to May, 1963, Southern ’ 

, Conch and Body Company, Ever* 
supervisor, 

! m m ^^^glb^^ fiervice^ homeaddress is listed; >
s - /as Route C, Evergreen; Alabama* In 1963, an address of 6125 

Ridgemont Avenue, Houston, Texas,* appeared and his address , 
, 4 at the time of final discharge was listed as 701 RoXella,

' l f fie has blood group."0". He received an Expert’s
, ‘ Badge in the M-l carbine. He had foreign service of one year,
H . eight monies, and fifteen days in the Pacific Theater.

.. , ' A letter from his wife appeared in the files dated ^ .
* m April 2,; 1965, addressed to Lieutenant General J. L. RICHARDSON, > Q 

, , Fort Hoisthn.Texas, .which alleged that HARDEN had'made false . yV’ 
' ' statements in applying for a hardship discharge. She stated ^ ,« 

z ?; HARDEN ha<indicated he was going to run his father’s to.Q'^^, 
;w* Evergreen, AlabamaM and that she was a; nervous wreck worty- ?m 

^ > < ing aboutMim going overseas j*- all of ,this was untrue. ..j' , 
1 r^the stated that he had a Job waiting foi him at BroWn and; , m ■ A “ \ 
A QQRdot Construction Company ar# heavy equipment operate*■ r/^ 

1K She further, Stated that he had been A different man mince f 'QA’ ^.Hk^Ufr Okinawa as he had beaten her severabtimes • 
f'^r.iwi had s^ht one night in Jail when arrested by the Alamo

V/f 1 v.

’1 (^3

*i| >

SiH’S

Ji B

I'1

pM^ 
r 1 p f mA®

'« 'H 
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ll1 ”1

*1 J

.w/v* V X < b

Si

M

WlW ; "W

'W
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tier s Tare a xnai me naa u©vh a ux41wicu»
ice in Okinawa as he had beaten her several times 
spent one night h|^#J when arrested by ^Af^«\

H*
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1968 RARE?

Army Serial Numbe disclosed He enlisted in

yenience of the ament

44-775
1 • amb

AT MWPISBlSSOOtt

^^S:?/;. ■ There. wasno resol’d of courts-martial or absence 
without official■ leave.

). C, i Discharge' was at thecon- 
The terminal date^of his reserve

the U. S. Army on January 24, 1955, at Jackson, Mississippi 
He was thereafter honorably discharged and transferred in 
the rank of SP3 (T) from the U.S. Regular Army Signal Corps 
^fro#\active s<^fce,;W.tM'-^ Army Reserve, Mississippi.;
Military Dihfjrict^i on, NovemberL^ ^ \at^Wlter\Ree

^WXHvV*'' MS Residence both at enlistment and discharge was 
listed as Post Office Box 64, Summit (Pike), Mississippi.

o<2MSL^2i^.N^ birth were listed as
_______ pt’Brpokhaven,' 'Mississippi. '.;.^^ :j-■ ■■ W^^ '

of the Army service record ohfile at the Military Personnel 
Records Center ,Mt,> LouiSjMissouri, for AARON ISAAC LOFTON,

obligation was. shown as February 8, 1962. He was promoted 
to the rank of SP4(E4) in the U. S. Army Reserve on June 1, 
1958. It was further indicated he had previous service of 

JLV months 15 days in the ,154th infantry BattAllon” Mississippi 
National Guard (no active' Federal service) ;^Hb had^^ , 
llmonths,21 days foreign service. : He reepired the Sharp­
shooter Medal 'fo® the‘M-I^ rifle and carbine^:., :^<'^^ 

/.I^I^.^fM^ listed as Morse, inter­
ceptor. His civilian occupation was listed as student and 
interior decorator.; *? "^X.^&.<ii^ vW^*^'o
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^W^wOWra 

d/ j># ^-4®SH 
i^^M

.»

X/; 
x4

K Oi
iE^i^

., 'and. he was granted ^
Secret SecurIty-Cledraitee<.ai?^^

■VOn,May l^XS^^ WO<
/te'&eW’*

^Mffi®RlBWl®Bil^
,

6 ••

- •

«

dWT

^ V

J®

Ra#e^<.4' 
Bex^Wxi' 
Height* -

Hair :^ -B 
Eye# ^1S

V &

T’:^^

/

Caucasian
Male
'5<^§
'H&'^

iiw

Maritpi, status

'W

0^*0^^ wW'Gray (physical examination on ^ 
. enlistment showed right ey^ 

■""..■hdze.l^ and the-; Ip ft eye - ;girp® 
X; resulting 'frdia dorigenita^W 
fe•heterochromic right irlsl ^ 
Single/ Xr A J^7--''X? ■• ; ,;/X<

^■■■■■[aregistrantdf
Board #62XatXNcCo^ (^
M0^i>j>v;^ v^'^ ^^

WeB OgSa 
w 
s®

It was indicated he had four years high school and 
one semesterat Southwestern Mississippi Junior College, Summit, 
Mississippi, majoring in commerce. : '.■ ^XXj'X''1 ' ?^

':>'/ His’’permanent' address as of December 13y 1959, was^ / 
1164 Ogilvie Drive, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia.X? /X/^XfX

X/X His parents were listed as AARON ALTON and AGNES X/^. 
NONNEfty LOFTON ^ Box 64, Summit). Mississippi/X- Mention .was //CX^ 
made in the file of a brother but no name was given. At the 
time of his separation it was noted he suffered a partial

/'deafness> perceptive type, very mild, possibly due to acoustic*.'; ^ 
xtrauma,/? -ppClaimed be had ■suffered from whooping cough, /running ^ 
M^lj; hayfever, ■ asthma; ■■ and frequenf indigeation. ' '' ■ ^'e ^^^

0^

i/XX/O/X

■r .’■

<XEwWJ uw®^

off

Mfr'

$
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w

/
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1 On April 12, 1966, the Washington Field Division advised 1
77.^ been suggested as a suspect in this cade and 4u/B

7 |, requed^d#hat kid Navy i^rds be roylem^ : • '7' , , ( . / : 7' ; />

2 #’tW l'*ks*l

7X

t4^«^^

:?R/^4:/^ review jris. conducted by investigative
Clerk EARL M. RANEY: . ; R'- ,. ;/ y J i M^H^

•v-.MWB^^^ Navy records on OK;.;;
"^^^' 'iitihe.. Military Personnel Records Cooter,' St ./'I^dm/ltiMtw " 

r ^ PRITCHETT, Navy Serial Number *1^* on
>7^ a he enlisted in the United States

.;/'./" Naty .on November 17, 1959, at Birmingham, Alabama, and served o»
active duty until August. 27, 963, when he whs honorably released'.' <'$«| 

■<7i#:e7^ active - 'duty M a ^dlomafr* ^ , .a*. Key West / Florida, K^S
and transferred to the United States Naval Reserve where he served 
inactively until November 16, 1965, when he was honorably ^ ^

?^lh 41.W’’K^^^ disorders or specialized/ ^M-W
training in demolitions or, explosives located in t^s-me./:-;*/^^^^

■/RR^rf 1'^ He vwAM/givsb; tltftodays Confinement on bread" and sater 
v4$®’W1fr^ ♦ 1961, for being disrespectful" toward his Superiorly.

by a Summary Court -martial on August
R,</v 23/ 1961, for b^ihg dlsrespeptful toward his Superior Petty -'RM ..^^^ 

7.Z<i^^ and. waB^entenced^^perform hard labor without confInement'WR;
for thirty days and restricted to his duty station for thirty days//'R

■ : ><jvdnd: to fOr£i|£J^ /li^^y/§/^ R

, The records disclose PRITCHETT was arrested June^ 1958, 
for/disorderly conduct in Montgomery, Alabama. Ne further,: detaili 
Appeared.
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fE»R ^raHW' srf®Ww

t^,^««-

fi^St4X#^|^AS^S!^

w/’tor "w«'m
’ - / ft engage the wan«in ^w#iw Mt merely observed, him in the , 

> lobby and MtMWtMi kfh#! 1967 green Mi$Muth,iA
' fcur^door sedan, sindbJjEMKtoKSr upon f|rst observing the car , **

had believed that a fMend of Ms whodrives a similar type dor 
. was visiting1 BROOKSatthemotel. . BROOKS described the nan as ' 

- a white male, <4Lw^tWUMrFi IO”, 160 * 170 pounds, * 
slender build, darkhair,wearing an unrecalled sport shirt, 
a lightsport coat. poMibly blue.checked, dark trousers, with • 

\ no tie. and no hat. StWiVi^V1 \

XA I ;ft upon arriving ;al iM^notel ht fcbbut 10:30 AM on - 
' ' April 19, 1968, ^ 1967 green Plymouth was

, still parked in front of, Roon #114, however, at about noon on
v April 19,«1968,.BROOKS noted that the car was gone from that 

. location and it has since been learned , that the man who 4 < .
occupied Roon #114 on the night of April 18, 1968, left the 
motel without checking out shortly before 18 Noon on April,19, 

' 1968. Upon registering the, man had .paid $9.79 incash, in;" ' 
: advance,1 fo^.the room fee and tax. This transaction is .; ,

identified as transaction #8018 on the cash machine tape for the ' . X 
■ eotel for April «’»««,, ;. Vl-'. < 1 , -’Pj'it ' ’"AM?"

’ ’ Once a ghost completes the Guest Registratibn card, 1
' the clerk,, at the motel then, executes a ledger card from the. 

information on the Guest Registration card. ft, ' / jx* ft/ ' , 
; 1 ' k ' \

, A review,, of the records of the motel reflected that
, on April 18, 1968, two local telephone calls were made from, 

Room #114, however, the motel does hot reeded the numbers. "'.X 
ft, balled since the guest may dial'directly from his room.• . ft^ u

7/

' ft X

.I

xx 1 u xX' .ft v ' ' /.x * / , ■ • j

4 ■ wlja^^Sj-^LEste_ •—

; , Thledooument contain, neither reeammendatlone nor cbheluelone of the FBI. It ie the property of the FBI .and io loaned tp ,,, Vft ,r
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