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American National Bank B

Identification orders were exhibited and
delivered to the manager of each of the safe deposit
departments of each of the banks without any recognition
of RAY as having been a past customer or as having
access 1o any safe deposit box on the date April 5,

1968, Each of the bank officials, after having caused

a check to be made of their entry cards for the pertinent
date,- advised that no customer who might conceivably be
identical with RAY entered a box on that date.
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:,am@ng recovered effects abandoned by subject, there was
a linen laupdry mark, 20-R-3, thereomn, S& DAVID T. DALY
‘on April 30, 1968, det@rmin@d from laundries in the

- Seal machine, none were located who have in the past

BH 44-1740

Laupdry Mark 20-R-3 _ , S

teen

After receipt Qf information to the @ffe@t that

Birmingham area that although some utilized the Thermo-
identif ied lin@ns in their laundries by the mark “0-<K=3.

VIRGIL ESCO, Piamt Manager, Hayfield Cl@an@rg,
219 South 20th Street, advised that they have in the past
used the mark 20-R-; however, he found this to be a white
and pink stripe and a cloth mark. Therefore, it is not
identical with the mark 20-R-3 which was found on the
lineng in instant investlgati@u.

Used Cars Advertised

o

On the. possibility that subject RAY, who has

 been known to have purchased a used vehicle in the past,

may have again done so through the medium of classified
gdvertisements in thé daily press, a review of all such
ads was made by SAs RICHARD D. SCHWEIN and NEIL B, MAR?IKQ
which ads appeared in the “Birmingham Post-Herald"
(morning) and the “Birmingham News” (evening) for a
period which was deemed to be pertin@nt, d.e, Harch 21 =

" April 2, 1968,

After such reviéwsg the owners of all such cars
who had placed ads were contacted and this amounted to
486 autowmobiles; the period during which the previous
owners were contacted by SAs SCHWEIN and MARTIN was from
May 7-17, 19€8. In each instance, the purchagser of the
vehicle was satisfactorily determined not to be identical
with subject RAY,

45

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BH 44-1740

News Media and Publications

During the period covered by thiz report,
constant liaison has been maintained with the daily
press and television stations in the Birmingham area.
These outlets all have publicized the photographs of
RAY effectively. The weekly "Birmingham World™, which
has extensive circularization among the Negro citizens
of Birmingham, bhas also given prominent space to “he
publication of subject’s photographs and news itews.,

: In addition to the above, SA ROBERT J. YARNALL
through arrangements effected with Mr. $4¥ C. SPIVEY,
Executive Secretary, The Alabama Service Statiom
Association, 1102 South 20th Street, Birmingham, caused
a full page write=-up and photographs of RAY to be
published on page 5 of the April issue of the magazine
published by that association. This publication reaches
all serv1c@ stations in %h@ State of Alabama.

2ol

"L@@km@l;kes"'and HMiscellaneous Sugpects

Based on widespread coverage through news
media, etc., numerous reports have bheen received during
the period covered by this report wherein citizens have
reported individuals resembling RAY. Without exception
each of these instances received immediagte attention by
Agents of the Birmingham Office and all such casges
resulted in the positive elimination of the suspected
individuals. BRecords of these instances are maintained
in a separate gection of the Birmingham file im this
matter. . .
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Check of Motor V@hicles Stelen in Alabama

By communication dated April 26, 1968 the
Bur@au made available a list of motor vehieleg St@i@n in
Alabama as comwpiled from information retained at NCIC.
The Mobile Office, under date of May 6, 1968, transmitted
to the Birmingham Office a list of those vehicles stolen
in the Birmingham territory during the pertinemt period.
At the present time the Birmingham Office is engsa  ed in
determining whether subject RAY may bave been resp@nsible
f’"@r the thei"i: of one of these vehicles.

i; In addition thereto, the Birmingham Polic
Department, when previously contacted, advised that the
Auto Theft Squad of that department will without @xc@ptlon

compare any latent fingerprints om any vehicle gtolem in
- the State of Georgia and recovered at Birmingham. Special

ﬁ»atteﬁtlan has been afforded by the Birmingbam Police

Department to any car reported stolen in Georgia . ’
- immediately prlor to or sh@rtly aft@r the éat@, Aprll 6,
1968

In addition to.the above, each Interstate .
Transportat1on of Stolen Motor Vehicle (ITSMV) case,
which had been pending ir the Birmingham Office involving
an unknown subject either stealimg a car in the Birmingham
territory and abandoning same in Atlanta territory or vice
versa, hag been reviewed and special attention given to
any witnesses to the theft oxr recovery of such vehicle.
To date, no such witness has identified RAY as being a
possible suspect in any of those cases. , A
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
HORACE H, WILLIS in an effort to identify the operator of
an automobile displaying Alabama license tag 42-7866 at
Chxcago, Illin©1$, on April 19, 196€8.

In the late evening of April 19, 1968, GENE PANELL,
Alabama State Trooper, Florence, Alabama, advised his office
at Florence and Decatur, Alabama, had no record of the above
license plate, and stated the registration pertalning to
this tag could be obtained from the Probate Judge s Office,’
Moulton, Alabama, on April 22, 1968, ,

On Apr11 22, 1968 records of the Probate Judge's
Office, Moulton, Alabama, reflected the following informa-
tion relating to this license plate. It was issued to
EDGAR ¥. BORDEN, Moulton, Alabama, for a 1966 Chevrolet
Chevelle, VIN 1381768 (or A)176978, on March 12, 1968,

Mrs. JUANITA JACKSON issued the plate, and Myrs.
'JACKSON’stated she did mot recall what the person buying
this tag looked like. After viewing a photograph of JAMES
EARL BAY, she stated she had no recollection of ever having
seen an individual resembling RAY.

Comnsiderable investigation was conducted April 22
through April 24, 1968, in an unsuccessful effort to identify

' EDGAR F. BORDEN, .

On April 24, 19268, TOM PETTUS, County, Attorney,
advised he handled a divorce for EDGAR T. ‘BORDEN from Cook
County, Illimois, im, 1957, and PETTUS’ records. showed that
EDGAR T, BORDEN, wife WALCIE BORDEN, had a son named EDG&R
FLOYD BORDEN,

‘ Mrs. WALCIE JOBNSON was located on Rural Route,
Moulton, Alabama, and advised she had a son, EDGAR FLOYD
BORDEN, who was im Alabama in March 1968 and purchased a
license plate for his Chevrolet Chevelle automobile at that
time. She said this son was now in the process of moving
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Street, San Angelo, S, in care of ERWIN BORDEN, She
@@Scr1b®d EDCAR PLOVO\BORDEN as follows:

T hge 25
Date of Birth

from 2344 Sacramento, %hi@ag@, I1linois, to 2324 Greenwood

ﬁr@nce County, Alabama

Height 5° 85" or 6v
Welght ‘ 132
Hair Dark
Byes - Brown
Marital Status Married
.r"f,.
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“Lonely Heart"” Type Organizations

The following investigation was conducted by
SA’S ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER:

A review of the Birmingham telephone and city
directories was made on May 14, 1968, for any “lonely -
heart” type organizations, with negative results. The
only exceptions noted were the listings for Electra-
Date Corporation, and Computa-Date Corporation Homewood
Alabama, a Birm1ngham suburb.

On May 14, 1968, BILLY SELLERS, Presxdent

Electra-Date Corporation, #9 N.W. 23rd Avenue, Birminghem,

Alabama, checked his records through the use of a.
computer for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his

true name or known aliases, without affecting any_ident--"'

ification. He did locate a record for one EVERETT S, ..
RAY, P, O. Box 4231, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone
276.1217. This RAY is a white male, age 44, 5°8", 136
pounds, does not dance, does smoke, and is a welder.

SELLERS said he would carefully scrutinize all.
subsequent applications, and should he receive any for
anyone having the same description, likes, dislikes and..
preferences as does JAMES EARL RAY, SELLERS would
immediately notify the FBI.

On May 14, 1968, RICHARD SAUNDERS, owner of
Computa-Date Corporation, Homewood, Alabama, advised his
business is engaged in prdviding dates for both males
and females, through an electronic computer system.  He
added he presently has 28 offices in the Southeastern
gsection of the United States, which includes the states

of Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and Mississipp1.~o

He searched his records through the use of his computer,
for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his true name
or known aliases, with negative results SAUNDERS said
he would immediately notify the ¥BI should he receive
any application from anyone resembling JAMES EARL RAY,
in any manner, or which application would be of interelt
to the FBI.
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