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On April 22, 1968, the following investigation was
‘conducted by SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE at St. James Trade School
in Sprlngfleld Illinois:

Brother Aequlduls advised that he had a Franklin
Ryan in attendance from June, 14, 1958, until January ’
" 1959, He advised that he had no personal records available
which might be of lead value, and that the above dates were all
that indicated that FRANKLIN RYAN had ever attended this school,
He advised that he had no record of any FRANKLIN DEIANO
(BUZZIE) RYAN., A check of the name RAY prov1ded no infor-
mation which might be of lead value, - :

On April 20, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN, Sister of
subject, advised that a brother, FRANKLIN DEIANO RYAN
had drowned in the Mississippi River in approximately 1963,
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She advised thab=5e has been in frecuent conla
with JAMES GERALD RAY since their separation in 1963 ajd
that MELBA MARIE RVYAN, the daughter of JAMES GERALD RAY
also lives in Quincy and she occasionally is in contact
with MZLBA., She advised however that she has not been
in contact with MELZA since Christmas, 1937 until 4/15/6S
when MELBA called her to talk to her concerning JAMES
EARL RAY and RAY being charged concerning the shooting
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She advised also on that date she
had telephonically contacted JAMES GERALD RAY and at
that tlme the father had stated that he hoped his son,

. JAMES EARL RAY was caught as soon as possible so that
this th;qg would end, ©She advised that she is certain
that JAMES GERALD RAY does not know of the whereabouts.
of his son JAMES EARL RAY, She stated that at the presént

time, JAMZS GERALD RAY was uC1ng the nzme of GEREY RAYHES,

N,

She advised that of the entire RAY. family, she

e ‘considers JACX RAY or JACK RINE to be closer to JAMES EARL

: RAY than any of the remaiander of the family. She stated

4 . that the only time that JAMES EARL RAY ever lived with

% JAMES GERALD RAY and herself was somotime around 1939

i : when he worked as a baker in St. Louis.- She. stated that

5 during this period of time, he also resided with his
mother aad grandmother, Mrs MAHER. at 1913 Hickory Street,

. .St. Louis,.Missouri, BShe advised that during this period-
‘of time, she and JAMES GERALD RAY were llvlnu on 1727 '
South llth Street St Lou1s AlSSqul .

She aevwsed that JAMES EA?L RAY is supoosoe to |
- have learned the trade of*a baker in- prison and that he.
worked at one of the bakermcs in St. Louis around 1959,

She had no idea as to the ngme of the bakery or- the eYact
location., She stated that he also had kis own apavtment
. ‘while in St. Louis as well as living with both his mother
1 . . . and his father. She stated that she had not seen him oo T
- . since. he went to prison arouad 1960 and has had no contact
with JAMES. EARL RAY since she and the subject's Iathgr
movcd to Cqueuce, Missouri on 8/1/61

She a0v1sed that the suogact s father JAIE
GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesman and did quite well
as a car-salesman for,a used car lot in St. Louis. Since
.1961 “however, he has worked én “a farm, first, the one

-
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The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA
ELYON H. DAVIS: .

On May 3, 1968, RUBY CARPENTER, 630 North Sixth
Street, Quincy, Illinoxs was re-xnterv1ewed at her home
- and furnzshed the followzng information:

She has had no contact with anyone who has any
.information concerning the whereabouts or activities of
JAMES EARL RAY since last being contacted by the FBI,

She advised that definitely JAMES EARL RAY had
lived with RUBY CARPENTER and her former husband, JAMES
GERALD RAYNES who was commonly known as JERRY RAYNES or
JERRY' RAYNS ‘in St. Louis, Missouri, sometime around 1959
or 1960, ‘Also, during this period of time, JAMES EARL
RAY had resided with his mother, LUCILE RYAN and grandmother,
Mrs., MAHER, in St. Louis., This was shortly before he was
sent to prison to ‘the Mlsscurl State Penltentlary in either
1959 or 1960,

o Sometime during the period of time whlle JAMES - -

~ EARL RAY was in St. Louis, Missouri, around 1959 or 1960 .

he definitely made a trip to Mexico. She had no idea as

"to the location of the town in Mexico that he visited;
however, she remembered hearing him speak of hls trip. into
Mexico. . S , .

_ She advised that.on the previous - day, May 2, 1968
Mrs FRANK FULLER, 601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illlno;!.s, had
visited in RUBY CARPENTER'S ‘home , Mrs. MABEL FULLER, at that
time, had advised that she had heard nothing concernlng JAMES |
EARL RAY's whereabouts and she stated that Mrs., FULLER did’
not know anything concerning the activities of RAY, - She
‘stated that Mrs., FULLER has ‘always been very .defensive
concerning her relatives and that Mrs. FULLER stated that
she did not believe her nephew, JAMES, EARL RAY, committed
any crime or was involved in any way in the death of Dr. y
MARTIN LUTHER KING :
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that HOMER SHELTON has nine minor children and that HOMER
SHELTON's wife died in March, 1968, and she has been
employed as a housekeeper for him since that time, She
usually returns home in the afternoon sometime between
4:00 and 5:00 p.m, after HOMER SHELTON returns homé from
work. She stated that.HOMER SHELTON is employed at
Moorman's Manufacturing Company .

: " RUBY CARPENTER advised that she did not feel
that JAMES EARL RAY would have any information as to her
present location, She again exzpressed the desire to aid

" the FBI in the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and stated
that she would furnish any information that came to her
attention concerning RAY's whereabouts or activities,

RUBY CARPENTER advised that her son JEROME
CARPENTER is still in the Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferscn City, Missouri, for the crime of murdexr
‘and she ‘does not feel that he would have any information
concerning the whereabouts of activities of JAMES EARL
RAY. .

On. May 3 1968 HOMER SHELTON, 404 Oak Street,
Quincy, Iliinois, was 1nterv1ewed and advised that RUBY
- CARPENTER is employed on a-daily basis as a babysitter
and housekeeper for his children at that address while
he is working. SHELTON advised that he has nine minor
.children and three -are.not in school and that his wife
died in March, 1963. He stated he has no information
concerning any visitors who 'may have visited RUBY
CARPENTER during the daytime‘at his home, He stated
that she has never mentioned JAMES EARL RAY.to him and
after viewing photographs of RAY, adv1sed that RAY has .
never been to his home and that he has never seen JAMES.
EARL RAY. .SHELTON advised that he would notify the FBI
of any information he learns concerning anyone- contacting
RXBY ‘CARPENTER or any information concerning JAMES EARL
"RAY,
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The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by
SA ELYON H, DAVIS at Qulncy, Illinois,

On May 1, 1968, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON, Quincy,
Illinois Police Department, advised that he r631des at
606 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois. He advised that
RUBY CARPENTER who .-resides at 630 North Sixth Street is a
neighbor of Sergeant HANSON. HANSON advised that he would
notify the FBI of any visitors to or firom the CARPENTER
residence. Sergeant HANSON advised that Miss CARPENTER
does not 'have many visitors and only goes to and from work
each day after which time she seems to reside at her home
by herself and she has very little contdct with hey neigh-
~b0.LS.

On May 10, 1968 and May 13, 19563, Sergeant HANSON'
adv1sed that he has not observed any v1'1tors to theRUBY
CARPENTER home since last being contacted by SA DAVIS.

Spot surveilances on a daily bzsis were conducted
- by 'SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA MACK OLIVER at the residence of
630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, for the period of
May 1, 1968 through May 10, 1968, During this period of
time, no visitors were observed entering or leaving the
RUBY CARPENTER home at that address,
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"This statement is written by me and is true and

sincere. -
"/s/ Ruby Smith.Carpenter
"May 15, 1968"

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that her former husband,
JAMES GERALD RAY, is still residing in Center, Missouri, under
the name of JERQY RAYNS, ‘and that he had his phone changed to
an unlisted phone in order that he would not be bothered by -
crank calls. She stated that she is in contact occasionally
with MELBA MARIE RYAN, the sister of JAMES EARIL RAY, and with
Mrs.. FRANK FULLER, the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. . She stated that
all members of the family tell her that they have no
information concerning JAMES EARL RAY's whereabouts and will
cooperate in the location of RAY. -

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she could not furnish
any further information otner than that previously furnished
. to the FBI.
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On 4/22/68 Chief RAY WELSH, Quincy, Illinois
Police Department, made available the records of the
Quincy Police Department of EARL EVERETT RAY.

The files showed that. EARL EVERETT RAY is
holder of Peoria, Illinois PD #14439 and that on e
8/23/43 EARL RAY, 1401 Cherry Street, was arrested for
throwing acid in the face of his wife, Mrs. EARL RAY.
This case was later closed and no prosecution was ‘
1nvolved ’

The file showed that EARL RAY was 43 years of
age in 1943, On 8/25/47 EARL, RAY was wanted by the
Quincy PD dn" an assault to kill charge. This apparently
also involved his wife. On 9/10/48 the files contain
information that EARL RAY and his wife were involved in
a fight and that her sister, DORIS, was a witness. At
that time Mrs. RAY moved to 1403 Cherry Street and her
sister was DORIS GODMAN, 645 College Street.

] On 7/24/55 EARL RAY was arrested_for the assault
of YVONNE MC -GINBERG, 415 York Street, Quincy, Illinois.

Co On 8/59 EARL.RA¥ was arrested for assault and.
battery and the victims weyre AUDREY RAY, wife, and LEONA
FERGUSON. This occurred at’ 1403 Cherry Street, Quincy,
'Illinois, after he had hit AUDREY RAY in the mouth and
LEONA FERGUSON in the stomach. At that time EARL RAY was
living at. 1415 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois. .
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WILLIAM E, MAHER, Uncle of JAMES EARL RAY, was located
at 712 Brown Street, Alton, Yllinois April 22, 1968‘ He
stated prior to RAY's entry into the Army, he worked at
a shoe tannery, Hartford, Illinois, where he became
associated with 1nd1v1dua1 who had pro-Nazi leanings and
RAY became anti-=Negro and anti-Jewish as a result. - In mllltary
serv1ce RAY was in Germany where oplnlon crystalized,

MAHER stated he last saw RAY 16 or 12 years ago and to
his knowledge RAY has not been in Alton since 1959 when he '
was involved in an armed robbery. He stated he could suggest
no one in the Alton area acquainted with RAY or to whom RAY might
turn for help. '

The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by
.38 ROBERT C, HAINES:

WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER, 712 Brown Street,
Alton, Xllinois advised they are the uncle and aunt of
JAMES EARL RAY, They have advised that RAY has not been in
contact with them for 10 or 12 years; that they do not believe‘he
will contact them since they had a falling out when they last -
were together and that if RAY does contactthem, or they think or
anythxng that might be pertinent regarding h1m, they would get
in touch with the FBI promptly.

With regard to. other relatlves of RAY, Mr, and Mrs.
. MAHER adv1sed as follows-u : S

Mrs. MARY MAHER, ;3
. - Grandmother, SN
deceased -

_.mmnu;mmm
- Mother .
. Deceased,
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She advised ‘that EARL RAY was her brother and that

- he had died in Buffalo, New York, a numher of years ago,
. She stated that JAMES EARL RAY probably had.no knowledge

of the death of EARL RAY or the wheroabouts of EARL RAY
at the tlme of death.

Mrs., FULLER advised that she and her husband are

'.retired and spend almest all of ‘their time at home, She
~ stated they have very few visitors and she has practically

no contact with other members of the RAY fam11y.

She advised that she would coooprate w1th th°
FBI in this matter and furnish any information that comes
to her attention.

FRANK FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois,
advised that he is the husband of MABEL RAY FULLER and that
she is the aunt of JAMES FARL RAY,

_ FRANK FULLER advised he has no contact with members
of the RAY family and he had no information ccncerning the
whereabouts, activities or associates of JAMES EARL RAY.

FRANK FULLER advised he will furnish any information
concerning any member of this Iamlly to the ¥BI,
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The Lollowwng 1nveqt1gatlon was conducted bJ
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois.

."ELMER BECKMAN, 2505 Chestnut. Street, Quincy,
Illinois, advised that the FRANK FULLER family resides at
2501 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois and that the family
solely consists of FRANK FULLER and his wife MABEL FULLER.
'BECKMAN advised that he, after viewing photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY, had never seen this individual a2t the FULLER's
house and he would immediately advise the FBI of any infor-
mation concerning the activities of the FRANK FULLER fam-
ily. He advised that FRANK FULLER is retired and that
he and his wife spend almost all of their time at their
- own home, Occasionally, FRANK FULLER night work at a
tavern in Quincy, Illinois, if a bartender could not be
found a tavern on some given date, '

ELMER BECKMAN was contacted concerning the activ-

ities at the FRANK FULLER house on May 1, 1968, May 6, 1968,
and May 9, 1968, and on each occasion, BECKMAN advised that
theire had been no v151tocs to the FULLER hoase during that
period of time.

. Surveilances were conducted by SA ELYON H., DAVIS
and SATMACK OLIVER on thé residence at 2601 Chestnut Street
on a spot basis daily from May 1, 1968 to May 10, 1963,

In this period of time,-no-activity was observed at the
FULLER home and no v1s1t0fs vere, observed at the FULLER .
home.» ©
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A, WALTER TERRY RIFE

1
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' The follow1ng 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by
SA LARRY W, GREEN:
The following correspondents were showniln WALTER
T. RIFE's correspondence flle #31326 at Menard Prison,
Menard, Illinois:

Frequent letters to his wife, JAN RIFE 1508
North Autunmn, Peoria, Jllinois; )prostltuce)

Mother~-in-law, Mrs. FRANK (JULYA) OWEN, 1508
North Autumn Lane, Peorla, Illinois; :

- Other Miscellaneous CorreSpondence:

U.S. D1s01p11nary Barrack
Ft., Leavenworth, Kansas

GEORGE GINOS :
Hillsboro, Illinois, June 19, 1964;

LEON SUTHERLAND,

First National Bank Bulldlng,
Peoria, Illlnois,

July 7 1964

HAROLD HASON 4

527 South Adams,

Peoria, Illinois’

July 13, '1965 %,
. "\.

Peoria County Bar mgsoc1at10n,

Box 209, |3

Peoria, 1111n01s,

July 17, 1964;

CECIL MC CRACKEN,
Greenville, Illinois
Circuit Court Clerk,
December 10, 1964;
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Bond County State's Attorney
December 15, 1964;

JAMES BAILEY (rejob);
Pekin, Illinois
RR 2,

_ November 3 1965'
JOHN F GRADY,
9 North County Street
Waukegan,. I1linois . .
April 25, 19663

1508 Peorla

LAST ADDRESS: (May 19, 1966) paroled to FRANK OWENS _
L ' (assumed. 1508 North Autumn)

PREVIOUS INCARCERATION:  Joliet Prison
' : : . April 16, 1959,
No. 22-674

BROTHER : FRED RIFE, .
‘ Lanark, Illinois;

SISTER: o BETTY VOSS
: 227 Truman .
"Lanark, ‘Illinois;

., LINDA NIEDERS
“General Delivery
%, Christopher, Illinois; -
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