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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will expire January 30. 1971 and describes him 
as male, born I 5’ 10”, 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license was suspended December. 12, 1967 for 
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid.
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts . 
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A.' MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L.! C. BARNETT, District Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department, 
Bloomington, Illinois; Me Lean County Sheriff’s Office,
Bloomington, negative. A search of 
directory failed reveal any listing 
or similarity.

city directory and telephone 
for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL

L.' C. BARNETTAlso on May 17, 1968, Mr
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a fran&ise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H •
Home Offices, 401 North.Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

£
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On this date llrs. ROBERT/STRADER of Lexington
Illinois, . telephone 309 335-3143,; telephonieally contacted the 
office'concerning this matter., Mrs. STRADER, who sounded
considerably upset emotionally.,, advised she expected her
husband to return home from Detroit sometime late this afternoon 
and wanted to know whether or not/we would assure that his 
identity would be protected in regard to any information 
provided to us concerning the KIRKIN case. Mrs. STRADER also 
ashed what kind of protection we could give to her husband 
who felt his life was in danger. ;

I . Hrs. STRADER was advised that any information •
j. furnished to this Bureau in confidence would certainly be
I : protected but that we were in no position to physically.,.g&ard

her husband and if he felt his lifb was in. danger this was 
a natter lie should take up with local authorities, however, 
we were desirous of interviewing- him concerning any valuable 
information he might have in regard to this case and would do 
so at his convenience upon'his arrival. Mrs. STRADER advised 
she would have her husband contact/the office upon his arrival 
at Lexington, Illinois.. -:She was also furnished the nene of the 
SEA at/Bloomington and of >.the. whereabouts of our of f ice .there.

. Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passing 
through Meaphis at the time 'MARTIN LUTHER' KING was slain. Her 
hsband allegedly overheard a conversation among five individuals 
one of whoa he claims resembles the published photograph of BAY, 
the subject, in this case, in which tiiey. talked about the killing 
Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken, into and 
on Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroit 
by a -tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was 
unable to obtain. This car contained two individuals .whom
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appeared in ’’Life" magazine and the .Governor of Lousiaha 
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband' is' in telephonic 
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information 
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any 

• information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview 
with him. '

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion(while 
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him 
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him, 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING^ 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time.
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience in’their territory. According to Mr. 
STERN, BISHOP stated that \STRADER is afraid to approach any 
office and may desire to have comeone meet him at a location . .
other than an office. '

The files of the Springfield Office contain the 
following references to ROBERT STRADERj however, it cannot be 

. determined at this point whether or hot they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

; ....Oh November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6’1" -2", 175 lbs,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in 
construction'work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards­
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.
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. JUDITH RAY, 1013 i^in Street,-Highland,•Illinois,• •
was interviewed April 30, 1633 P- cpassniEg her knowledge 
of possible association with the subject, <Uiu3 DAKL HAY.

JUDITH DAY, stated that .her husband, CSCIL BAY, 
is at - the present tine separated from her although they are 
not divorced. She stated tbKb there is a state warrant 
outstanding agaikst rjr husband, SSCIL, issued by the States 
Attorney^s'Gfi’icq,.jy?f*U^ Illinois, charging her '
hueband with stonsusport of th® 4 children-which she has. 
JUDITH BAY stated that it is her uteerstauding from ths
Stevos Attorney^ Office Ad Illinois
husband nay have rocoat^ noved to ”iseon5iaf in .order to

. escape the variant outstanding against him in th© State ci 
Illinois. ' ’

However, she stated that his location, if he 
has moved to Wisconsin, is unknown to her. . She further 
stated that it is her belief that herhis’saa^ (SCB'.SA? ' •
has not soved to Wisconsin/'but is instead• living in Vandalia, 
Illinois, with sone ©f his-relatives.- She stated-that she ■ 
has cn several occasions contacted relatives of her hiss be nd 
in Vandalia but they have rof&sM to help her locate her ’ 
husband. .She related that it ikher belief that the relatives 
know the location of her husband but refuse to cooperate 
with her in finding hin and they know th© warrant will be

• issued against bin.’ ' . - ■ '

. ’ .Hrs. BAY stated'that.'.she .doss not know of‘any 
association which her husband may :have. ha'd with the subject 
but said he could have associated with him -before their mrr
•in 1955 and i^y have associated so^etha since-thsiL^’ 
hia in Alton, Illinois. 1 I searched L'JDFXHk
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She stated thntiapproKisitgly 11 vears a^o
she and bar husband resided in a downtown'apartment in ’ 
Alton, Illinois, and they resided there for approximately 
3 years. She stated that curias their stay in*Alton, her 
husband brought numerous friends home with him to drin£"" 
in the apartment or play -cards and he:never identified 
any of those persons with him. She state d that' she never 
inquired as to their-identity and would not be fa^lUar 
with the name JAMES EARL RAY. '

Mrs. RAY stated that her.husband is wellknown
ip ^s.y55^3-^, Illinois area in that he was'raised. in 
that City. She stated that her husband’s relatives all 
live in Vandalia and they possibly may know ths present 
whei’sabouts of her husband. ' ■

She stated that she is anxious to learn -the
present whereabouts of her husband and'that she iwill cooperate ud 
with the yBl- in any way possible in determining his location?
&ne suited uiat xt is her belief if anyone knows his 
present whereabouts, it will be a member of h<s fa:uly in ’
Vandalia. . . • .„

. . . is 'her belief that his, relatives there mv
be protecting his present address. * .

•• S*1® stated that a member - of the. family most likely
to know his address will-b©.GILBERT RAY who lives on Randoloh
ohe&t,, VannaIxa, Illinois. ’- She stated that a brother of her 
busoand; LARRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, Illinois, but- 
his aacrsss is unknown. y ~ -

Another brother, STAHLEY RAY resides in Vira, . 
Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

„ . Mrs. RAY stated .that .LEONARD. BOT/LS. is a close • ■
r~e. Oj: ^®- nusbard and nay possibly, know his present where- 

abo.uts. She stated that he is th$ -owner of Lietsgers' Tavern, 
VAnaalia, Illinois, and the exact address is unknown to
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On 5-13-68, Sheriff LEONARD KELLY, Fayette County,

/Vandalia, advised there' are’ several members of the RAY family 
in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of any connect­
ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation 
conducted to locate CECIL RAYr all members of the family arc 
not too smart and prone, to. using alcohol to excess.

\ ‘ ’ In this respect, LARRY.RAY? a City of Vandalia
employee, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 for 
threatening his wife, but released on $25.00 bond.

MARION KIRKPATRICK, an employee - of the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not been in 
Vandalia for at least two years, unless very briefly. No re­
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail received during 
recent past. Tax and voter’s records also negative0

GILBERT RAY,’ City of Vandalia employee in the.street 
and garbage work, advised 5-1/-6S,, he is an uncle of CECIL RAY 
and, to his knowledge,'-he. has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, but 
possibly CECIL could have‘.known him, since at one time, he was 
at Edwardsville and Alton/n There is a brother STANLEY RAY who 
GILBERT believes is in Vira, Ill., where he works^ at Crane 
Packing 60. There is a half brother, RICHARD RISlEY, who 
lives in Joliet, address unknown. GILBERT RAY advised he 
had not seen or heard from CECIL RAY in several months and 
the last he- knew he vzas in. Peoria, Illinois, working at a 
Shite (phoenetic) Service. Station, probably the Site brand 
of independent stations. ■ . ’ ' •

LEONARD BOWLES fumer associate of CECIL RAY advised
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. .BOULES 
no longer operates- a tavern but helps his son-in-law .in the 
tire recapping business. PRESTON PRIOR fospter—assuje-^ 
had no recent information of CECIL’s wh ere t|bL4ttdS .-7^57/^
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