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Miss DRENDA SUE KENT, after being advised of the
identity of the interviewing Agents, was interviewed at her
home address, 1900 Perdido, Apartment A-98. She furnished
the following information: '

Miss KENT advised that her home telephone number is
525-7532, but that this number is subscribed to by one of her
roommates GAYE DROST,

Miss KENT stated that she was unaware of any tele-
phone calls being made from Texas from December 15, 1967,
through December 17, 1967.

Miss KENT did state, however, that her father,
Lieutenant Colonel BURNARD B, KENT, 42 Main Circle, Randolph
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas, telephone number 512-0L
24191, called her from Texas sometime around Thanksgiving.
Miss KENT advised that this was the last telephone call from
Texas that she could recall.

Miss KENT was dlsnlayed various photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY, and wpon viewink these photogr raphs, she

2dvised that RAY was unkmown to her. . .. e,

'
\
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- " CLEO F. SNIPES, 3009 Huntsville Road, Kenner,
advised he is presently employed aB a painter at the Henry :
.. Lamia Company. He stated that he previously had telephone
. number 721-2027, which was disconnected January, 1968. He
. stated that to the best of his memory he probably received
a long~distance call from the Houston, Texas area in December,
~. 1967, from his twin brother, LEO SNIPES. He stated that
his twin brother 1eft New Orleans, before Christmas, 1967,
and called several times from Bridge City, /Texas, where
he presently resides. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were
not identified by SNIPES nor has he ever heﬂrd of JAMES
EARL RAY or CHARLES STEIN,
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Date 5/21/68

L

CHARLES R. CONEWAY, JR., student, Tulane University,
was interviewed at his residence, 1809 St. Charles Avenue,
Apartment H. CONEWAY stated ‘that his home address is 1718
Bayrum Street, Houston, Texas, where his mother, Mrs. WAYNE S.
CONEWAY, resides.

CONEWAY advised that dmring the Fall Term of the
1967-68 school year, he lived in an apartment at 1800 Pine
Street, with SAYERS BRENNER, who is also from Houston, Texas.

i CONEWAY stated he left New Orleans for Houston on
Décember 17, 1967, for Christmas vacation. CONEWAY advised
he had not received any long distance calls from Texas during
the period from December 15 to 17, 1967.

CONEWAY advised that his roommate, SAYERS BRENNER,
received a long distance telephone call from his, BRENNER's,
father, MILTON BRENNER, of Houston, Texas. CONEWAY stated
he thought this call was on December 15, 1967, and that
arrangements were made for BRENNER's father to pick BRENNER
up on December 16, 1967, in New Orleans.

CONEWAY reviewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY
and stated that this individual was unknown to him.

. CONEWAY advised that he is the subscriber to
- telephone number 861-7067,
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Date 5/17/68

1

DONALD EDWARD JOHNSON, 4617 Senmac Drive, advised that he
is the subscriber to New Orleans telephone number 887-8469.

Mr. JOHNSON informed that he could not specifically
recall receiving a long distance telephone call at his residence
on December 17, 1967, from the general area of Houston, Texas.

He stated that in the past he has received many long
distance telephone calls at his residence in connection with
his employment. He advised that he is a salesman for Clark
Brothers.

Upon viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, he advised
that RAY was unknown to him. He stated that he had observed
photographs of RAY in local newspapers as a suspect in the shooting
of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING,

at
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Date 5/17/68

Mrs. JOAN L. ROD, 1604 David Drive, Metairie, Louisiana,
furnished the following information: '

She and her husband RICHARD ROD, and their four children
have resided at 1604 David Drive for approximately ten years and
they presently have a telephone with number 888-0404. The telephone
is listed in her husband's name and the telephone bill is made out
in her name because she had previously been employed by Southern
Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company. Her husband is employed as
a diesel engine mechanic for Gerhardt's Incorporated, 819 Central
Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana. '

She advised she cannot recall receiving a telephone
call from Houston, Texas, or from that area during December 15
through 17, 1967. Neither she nor her husband have any relatives,
friends, or acquaintances who were living in Texas during December,
1967, nor does she know of anyone who passed through that area and
called them in December, 1967.

She further advised that only her family uses the telephone
and no one else received a call on their telephone in December,
1967. Her husband sometimes receives business calls on their home
telephone, and possibly he received a telephone call from that area,
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5/17/68

‘RICHARD ROD was interviewed at his place of employment,
Gerhardt's Incorporated, 819 Central Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana,
and furnished the following information:

He is employed as a diesel mechanic and he and his wife
JOAN have resided at 1604 David Drive, Metairie, Louisiana, for
approximately ten years. Their telephone number is 888-0404.

He advised that his wife had called him on the telephone
just before the Agent arrived and informed him of the guestions
asked her. He advised that he cannot recall receiving a telephone
call from either Houston, Texas, or that immediate area during
December 15 through 17, 1967. He does not have any friends, relatives
or acquaintances who were in, or passed through that area during
December, 1967.

He further advised that from time to time he recelves
business calis from customers at his home and therefore, he has
tried to recall if he received a teéephone call from a customer
in Texas during the December 15 through 17, 1967, periocd and he
just cannot recall receiving such a call. He has the office
perzonnel checking their December, 1967, job orders for any calls
coming from the Houston, Texas area, but so far, no job orders
have been located coming from that area.
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Mr. ROD was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and
after reviewing same, he advised that he has never seen this

individusal.

He further commented that he would discuss this matter
with his wife and try to further recall if they received such
a call and he would continue to have his office check their
records for such a call and advise the interviewing Agent.

At a later time on May 9, 1968, Mr. ROD telephonically
contacted the interviewing Agent and advised that a search of
their office records failed to reflect that he received a tele-
phone call from the Houston, Texas area during the pericd

December 15 through 17, 1967,
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‘ The following investigation was conducted by
SAA ROBERT LOUIS WERTMAN at Metairie, Louisiana:

On May 12, 1968, RICHARD ROD, 1604 David
Drive, telephonically advised that he and his wife had been
discussing the possibility of receiving a telephone call
from the Houston, Texas area between December 15-17, 1967
and determined that possibly one of their babysitters
_had received such a telephone call at their home. 1In
contacting one of five of their babysitters, Mrs. THOMAS
W. WEST, who was babysitting for them on December: 16, 1967,
advised that her then fiance, THOMAS WEST was in Pasadena,
Texas near Houston, Texas on the weekend of December 15-17,
1967 and her fiance contacted her by telephcone at the
ROD residence. Mr. ROD stated that Mr. and Mrs. WEST
now reside at 3631 St. Rene Street, Metairie, Louisiana.

On May 13, 1968, Mrs. VIRGINIA PEQUENO WEST,
3631 St. Rene telephonically advised that she had received
a telephone call on December 16, 1967 while babysitting
at the ROD residence and this telephone call was received ‘
from her husband, THOMAS W. WEST, who was in Pasadena, Texas.
She stated that her husband is presently employed at
Baroid, 1738 Peters Road, Harvey, Louisiana.

‘i
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Date 5/ 14_/68

» THOMAS W. WEST, 3631 St. Rene Street, Metairie,
Louisiana, was contacted at his place of employment,
Baroid, 1738 Peters Road, at which time he furnished the
following information:

In 1960, he was involved in. an automobile accident,
in Jamestown, Louisiana and received severe head injuries
and since that time he has been under medical treatment
at the Methodist Hospital in Houston, Texas. He stated
that since residing in New Orleans he has traveled to
Houston, Texas on the weekends for medical treatment
in that since the accident he has been bothered with severe’
headaches. ' '

. . During the weekend of December 15-17, 1967,
he telephonically contacted his fiance, VIRGINIA PEQUENO,
who he is presently married to, at the RICHARD ROD
residence, 1604 Davis Drive, Metairie, Louisiana. He
recalls that he first attempted to contact his fiance at -
her home without success and he then called his fiance's
sister, who is the neighbor of RICHARD ROD and his
fiance's sister said that VIRGINIA ‘'was babysitting at
the ROD residence. He then placed a long distance call
to his fiance at the ROD residence. This telephone call
was made from one of two telephone booths in Pasadena, ---
Texas. one of which is located at a Seven - Eleven Grocery
Store, approximately 8 or 9 miles away from Route I1I-10 i=n
Texay o' #iat a telephone booth at a cut rate service
station in Pasadena, Texas. He stated that the Seven -
Eleven Grocery Store is located on the corner of South
Shaver and Pauline in Pasadena, Texas and the cut rate
service station is located on South-  Shaver between the
Seven - Eleven Grocery Store and Pasadena, Texas. He
stated that during the weekend he made the telephone
call to his fiance, he was residing with friends at
712 Trimm Street, Pasadena, Texas. '

_ WEST was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY

and after reviewing same stated that he does not know

this individual nor has he ever seen this individual. :
He did comment that he recalls reading about this individual
in the newspaper, however, he has never seen this individual
in or around the telephone booths in Pasadena, Texas.
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Mr. WEST advised that he was born
in Sweetwater, Alabama and he is presently employed as a
district mechanic for Bariod. He requested that his employer
not be told the reason he was being contacted in this-
matter, inasmuch as he has lost several jobs in the past
three years due to his physical condition in that he
blacks out due to severe headaches. - He also requested that
his employer not be advised regarding his treatment for
this illness at the Methodist Hospital in Houston, Texas.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/13/68

WALTON C., HALL, JR., 5911 Airline Highway, advised that
he is the subscriber to New Orleans telephone number 888-7744. He .
advised that friends of theirs, JAMES and DOROTHY BLALOCK, moved from
New Orleans to Houston, Texas, in December, 1967, shortly before
Christmas. The BLALOCKs advised that they would call Mr. and Mrs,
HALL as soon as they arrived safely in Texas., Mr. HALL stated that
the BLALOCKs called them from the vicinity of Port Arthur, Texas, on
the Sunday before Christmas, December 17, 1967, to advise them that
they had arrived safely in Texas, and had moved to Houston. Mr.
HALL added that he believes this call was made from a pay phone and
was of short duration because the BLALOCKs were still on the road.
Mr, HALL commented that he and his wife were concerned because
the BLALOCKs were pulling a house trailer.

Mr. HALL furnished the following address for JAMES and
DOROTHY BLALOCK:-

4922 Criggs Road,
Houston, Texas

77021

Telephone number 748-2902
Area Code 713

Mr, HALL added that JAMES BLALOCK is an employee of
as Automatic Sprinkler Company in Houston, Texas.

FALL viewed photograpns of JAMES EARL RAY and advised
that the face looked familiar because he has seen photographs of RAY
either in the newspapers or on television; however, JAMES EARL RAY
was unknown to him. HALL commented that he knows of no one using
the names ot ERIC STARVO GALT, W, C. HERRON, HARVEY LOWHYER,
JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O'CONNER, JAMES WALTON, JOHN WiLLARD or
JAMES FARL RAY,
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Date 5/13/68

Mrs. ETHELL R. JACKSON, Negro female, 2989 Lasalle
Street, furnished the following.information:

Mrs. JACKSON advised that she is the subscriber
to telephone number &95-3872; however, she does not recall
receiving a long distance telephone call from the State of
Texas during the month of December, 1967. Mrs. JACKSON
stated that to the best of her knowledge, she has no rela-
tives or friends residing in the State of Texas and could .
not imagine who possibly may have called her from this

.destination. She advised, however, that it was possibile
one of her relatives may have called and not indicated the
place where they were calling from. She indicated that she
could not furnish any specific 1nformat10n regarding this
telephone call.

o

Mrs. JACKSON was shown several photographs of
the subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identify
as anyone whom she has seen.
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Date . 5/13/68

Mrs. IVAN SKOGLUND (JULIA); 2716 D'Abie Street, New
Orleans, L@uisiana, advised that she has telephone number 945-4302,

Mrs. SKOGILMND stated that her husband IVAN is presently
2 patient in a mental hespital in Fort Worth, Texas, and that she
receives numerous calls from RICHARD TATUH, her nephew, concerning
the well-being of her husband, .

Mrs. SKOBLUND advised that to the best of her knowledge,
the telephone call from Texas during December was either from her
nephew, RICHARD TATUM, or “¥rem her son, MILTON PHELPS, who was
traveling from Caiifornia to New Orleans for the Christmas holidays.
She stated she can recall receiving a telephone call from MILTON some-
time during the month of December, 1967, and that during this
short conversation, MILTON had advised her that he would be in New
Orleans shortly.

Mrs. SKOGLUND stated that to her knowledge, MILTON has
never been in trouble with the law and is considered & highly
respected individual,

She stated that she is employed by the United States
Coast Cuard, Gateway Building, Marine Inspection Office, as a
Supervisory Clerk in Licensing and Certification, She stated that she
has been so employed by the Coast Guard for the last 27 years,

Mrzg, SKXOGLUND stated that she has conducted numerous
rame checks for the FBI since the assassination of Doctor XING
in reference to GALT, LOWMYER and RAY, She added that she i=
familiar with photographs of RAY, having seen these photograpis
in various newspapers and magazines,  She added that JAMES EARL
RAY is unknown to her. B :
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On .

by

Datc _._5[.19/ 68

i

N
N

D GEORGE (NO HIDDLE NAME) PREISS, 2718 Ideal Place, -
afwer being made aware of the official identity of the inter-
viewing. Ageﬁt furnished.the following information T,p

e His residence telephnne number is 947q3471,at the
above address, whiqp,is occupied by PREISS and his wife.
PREISS said' that he is unable to recall any telephone call - °
received on his residence telephaone. during the period. Decemr :

* .ber 15-=17, 1967. ‘He. said,that.he knows of no relatives ‘or-

acquaintances uho.might have been traveling in Texas duxing
the pertinent period and who. may. have telephoned PREISS' home.
He can récall absolutely notthg.reaarding anyPtelephone call '

 to his homey - -

>

.. PREISS mentioned that his wife is: presently visiting,
relatives in Kentwood, Louisiana. He said that it is remotely -
possible that she ,may have received a call in December, but he
is certain that she would ‘have mentioned it to him,.and he can
remember no -telephone. call during December which his wife: .
spoke of receiving. He said that his wife plans to reburn to
New Orleans in. about ten days. .

l:;-;

B PREISS said that~he has . two relatives who live,in
Texas, . and;dx is possible that either of them .may have tele-

- phoned his. home, especially since the call was made .during the.

Christmas season; PREISS recalls no such call from either
relative, however.v He identified the Texas relatives as his.
wife's brother, ROY'E., MC DANI SR., who, resides at 241%.
Lovers Lane, Dallas, Texas, a ﬁc DANIEth son, ROY E. MC
DANIEL, JR,, residing at 2964 Lawita Lane; Dallas,- Iexas, -

Atter viewing photographs ‘of JAHES BARL RAY, PREISS

. advised that . had previously seen photos.of 'RAY in ‘the -

newspaper,. but the fac§. does not. appear atpall familiar to

" him and he.has never seen the.man before. RAY's hame and all.

known. alisases likewise had mo-~ signiiicance to PREISS,.

'l

During the interview, 1t Was noted that PREISS is
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He indicated that in March of 1968, he became seventy years
old, and he is presently retired and living on Social Secu=
rity PREISS said that he is a native of Bavaria, Germany,
and came to the United States in 1922. PREISS further said
that, while he had learned of the death'of MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., from news sourges, he paid very little attention
to tﬂe matter or indeed to any current events, preferring to
spend his time working on his hobby of horticulture. It was
noted that a large variety of unusual plants were growing on
PREISS? property°
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On May 9, 1968, information was received from the
Houston Office of the FBI that it had been determined that
long distance telephone calls had been placed from coin
telephones in the Beaumont, Texas area on December 16, 1967,
to the following New Orleans telephone numbers:

282-6540
899-4323.
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Date 5/13#/6&

Mrs. MARION LARKINS, Negro female, 5818 Lafaye
Street, furnished the following information:

She is the subscriber of telephone number 282-6540,
but does not recollect receiving a long distance telephone
call from the State of Texas during the month of December,
1967. She advised that she does have a niece, Miss PATRICIA
CONDOLL, who resides in Houston, Texas, but does not recall
receiving a telephone call from Miss CONDOLL. Mrs. LARKINS
further advised that her niece has subsequently been married
and she has no knowledge of her marriage name or present
address.

Mrs. LARKINS was shown several photographs of the
subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identify as any-
one she has known or seen. She advised she could furnish
no specific information regarding the long distance telephone
call.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _ May 14, 1968

GUY L. WILLIAMS, 5373 Magazine Street, New Orleans,
Louisiana, advised that telephone number 899-4323 is listed
under his mother's name, but that she has been dead since
19- ¢, He said he lives with his half brother ;- &%z i~
GAi. LAND COOPER JARVIS, who is 56 years old. ’

He said that he does not recall receiving a
telephone call from Beaumont, Texas, on December 16, 1967.
He said, however, that his brother is a seaman and may have
called him from Beaumont, Texas. He said that
GARLAND COOPER JARVIS is currently en route to Saigon,
Vietnam, on board the™Wesleyan Victory¥," a Gulf South
American Lines vessel -out of New 0r1e§ns and Beaumont,
_Texas, or some Grace Lines ship.

He was exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, and
he stated that RAY is unknown to him, except that he has
seen his picture in the newspapers.

on__5/13/68 " a New Orleans, Lonisiana _ File # NO 157-10673
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On May 7, 1968, information was received from the
San Antorio Office of the FBI that it had been determined
that the following long distance telephone calls had been
-made from coin telephones located at or near San Antonio,
Texas, to the following listed telephone numbers at New Crleans,
Louigiana, on the dates indicated:

Telephone Number Date

834-0436 December 17, 1967

8959029 December 16, 1967

943-9109 December 15, 1967.
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Date 5/13/68

Mrs. IRMA BLANCHARD, 3838 Airline Highway, Apart-
ment 2, advised that she is the subscriber of telephone.
number 834-0436, but does not specifically recall receiving ..
a long distance telephone call from the State of Texas.
during the period December 15-17, 1967. Mrs. BLANCHARD
advieed, however, that she dnes.teleph@nically;commuﬁfﬂate
with “the Reverend ALVIN BILLIMEK of San Antonio, Texas.

She advised that Reverend BILLIMEK is a Redemptemist
missionary priest who travels throughout the.State of. Texas.
and very possibly. called her on this particular occasion.
She advised that this is. the only individual whom she

knows in,the.State.of Texas.who,wouldﬁp#Ssiblymcontactmher*_

Mrs . BLANCHARD sxated.that in view of the fact
of Reverend. BiLLIMﬁKJs pn31t1an,~she did not particularly . _
care to..get him.involved. in this matter _.and as such, declined
to furnish Reverend BILLIMEK's address.other than,Statlng
that his residence is located at a Redempt&hst parish in
San Antonio, Texas. = .

' Mrs.. BLANCHARD. was..shown several photographs of
the subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identify
as anyone she may have met or previously seen.

’
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Date _May 10, 1968

Miss FAY JOHNSON was contacted at 3003 Toledano
Street, Apartment 211 where she advised that she resides
with Miss BEVERLY GUIDRY and Miss YVETTE SOUCY.

JOHNSON advised that their telephone number at
the apartment is 895-9029,

JOHNSON was questioned concerning any telephone
calls received at the apartment from December 15 to December
17, 1967 from anywhere in Texas. She advised that a mutual
friend of theirs who is in the U.S. Air Force and was
stationed somewhere near San Antonio, Texas during that period
has called the apartment on numerous occasions and that she
feels fairly certain that he called shortly before Christmas,
1967. She said that she could not be certain that the call
was between December 15 to 17, but that it was near those

dates. She advised his name is GERARD DARENSBOURG.

JOHNSON advised that Miss GUIDRY also has a Triend
in Houston, Texas and that individual occasionally calls the
apartment, but she does not know this person's name and
coura not say he called during the above period.

JOHNSON advised that Miss GUIDRY is in Lafayette,
Louisiana and will not return until May 13, 1968.

JOHNSON was shown various photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY at which time she advised that she did not know this
person although she was aware that he was being sought for
the murder of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING.

on _ 5/10/68  New Orleans, Louisiama 4 NO 157-10673

by

SA PAUL C. HENSEL 37 Date dictated ___5/10/68
3

This document céntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It {s'the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) ‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG.ON

Date _May 10, 1968

Miss YVETTE SOUCY was contacted at the Katz and
Bepzhoff Drug Store,. Napoleon Avenue and St. Charles Street,
where she advised she is employed. She stated that she lives
at 3003 Toledano, Apartment le and has telephone number
895-9029.,

She advised that she has not received any telephone
calls from Texas during the period Dectember 15 to 17, ‘1967
although her roommates, Miss FAY JOHNSON and Miss BEVERLY
GUIDRY do have friends 1nu2¢xas and they sometlmes recelve
calls from those friends. -

SOUCY was shown varlous photographs of JAdES EARL
RAY at Wthh tlme she adv1sed that she did not know hlm

on __5/10/68 . New Orleans, Louisiana __File #_NO 157-10673

38 ‘ '
by SA PAUL Co HENSEL - - Date dictated 5/10/68

This document coéntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/13/68

Miss BEVERLY GUIDRY was contacted at 3003
Toledano Street, Apartment 211, at which time she advised
that she resides at that apartment and subscribes to
telephone number 895 9029 Which is located at that
apartment. .

GUIDRY stated that she cannot recall receiving
any telephone call from any place within the State of
Texas, during the period December 15 to 17, 1967. She .
advised that she cannot recall her roommatesMiss YVETTE
SOUCY or Miss FAY JOHNSON rece1v1ng calls from Texas
during that perlod

GUIDRY advis ed that she has one friéud in
Houston, Texas, with whom she communicates but that
at best she can recall she generally telephones this
individual in Houston. She-advised that person s hame
is LILLY THIBEAUX, 5016 Blossomn.

Miss GUIDRY was shown various photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY at which time she advised she recalls seeing
RAY'S photograph in a newspaper but that she was not
familiar with RAY and had never recelved a call from
him.

5/13/68 , New Orleans, Louisiana g4 NO 157-10673

by SA PAUL C. HENSEL/ac , Date dictated 5/13/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-28480) @ reoErAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAQN

1

Mrs. RUSSELL FARLEY, 4816} North Prieur Strefit,
advised herf telephone number is 943-9109 and she has had
this teleph®Bne since an unrecalled date in 1964.

Mrs. FARLEY advised that she cannot recall receiving
a telephone call from anyone in the State of Texas between
December 15 and December 17, 1967. Mrs. FARLEY stated if she
did receive this call, the only person that would call her
from Texas is her son, RUSSELL FARLEY, JR., who is currently
enrolled in the Job Corps and is staying at the Job Corps.
Training Center at San Marcos, Texas. .

Mrs. FARLEY advised her son can be reached throﬁgh
Mr. T. J. GIZELBACH, Area Mapager, Texas Educational Foundation,
Gary Job Corps Trainlng Center, Box 1108, San Marcos, Texas.

Mrs. FARLEY, a Negro, was shown photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY and she advised that she has never seen this individual
and knows nothing about the individual.

Mrs. FARLEY further advised that if her som RUSSELL
FARLEY, JR., did fA"Fact telephone her in December of 1967, he
would have made thig telephone call from a pay telephone booth
as he Wgul@mgot have been permitted to use any of the telephones
at the‘°Job Corps Training Center to make a personal long
distance telephone call. ,

On 5/9/68u' New Orleans, Louisiana - ., 4 NO 157-10673

, SAs THOMAS E. DUHADWAY and . 40% ,
by — . CBRISTOPHER MAZZELLA __ TED:mak ___Date dictated 5/10/68

This document cdntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ias the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ocutside your agency.
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FB1 JX

832 Pii &P URGENT 7/5/65 ELS
JTO»DIRE¢TOR AKD JACKSON

- FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

BURKI

RE BUREAU\TELEPHCHE CALL TO ATLANTA JULY TWO LAST;

EAYHOND CURTIS WAS IHTERVIEWED AT wHIrFIELé CO. JAIL,
DALTON, CA o, JULN THREE LNSTAE:’BY SAS THONAS R. HENRY,
an., AND ALBERT D. WILLARD. CURTIS 1S CURRENTLY CONFIKED
WHITFIELD CO. JAIL AWAITIL: IG APPEAL CY LIFE'SE%TEECE FOR
MURDER. CURTIS JAS ADVISED GF THE IDEGTITY OF lnn,
VIEEI UG A”E“TS.TFRCHGH LISPLAY OF CREDENTIALS. HE
rua,101gu £ RIGHTS 4D uqlvgn OF RIGHTS FOR? VHICH
INDICATED HE UEDE RSTOCD, AKD REFUSED 10 5IGH. HE ADVIS

HE KREW HE ¥AS BEING Ih'l RVIEWED COECERUNING STATEMENTS HE

ETTER HE HAD NAILED TG MR. SANDERS OF EBONY

) | SERIALIZED .
MAGAZILE. CURTIS STATED HE WAS NERELY TRYING TG SELL A JUL 121968
' : FBl — NEW ORLEANS
STGRY TC EBOHY FGR APPROXIMATELY FIVE THOUSAND DCLLARS ch S

HELP HIS KOTHER PAY OFF A (ORTGAGE O MER HONE, WHICH Sk
FGRTGAGED TO OSTAIN ATTORNEY FEES FOR
FIRST HE STATED, WITH REFER

hn‘ AND J@ £S5 EARL RAY PULLED

WAS A BURGLAEY Ix y ¢CT, CK 1OV., FIFTIYFCUR,
T

AT IHIS POINT 1 ‘{m pPoILi ED i J YIS THAT CERTAILN

END PAGE OKE . T ) ,
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"PAGE TWO o S
" STATEMENTS FADE BY HIW IN HIS LETTER TO EBOHYfCOULD POSSIELY

INVOLVE HIDMi IM A COWSPIRACY VWITH RAY CONCERNING THE KILLIKG
© OF FARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CURTIS CATAGCRICALLY DENIED THE

 FOLLOWING STATEMENTS WHICH WERE I KIS LETTER 10 EBON
WAGAZINE: -

| 1. THAT KE AND JAGES EARL RAY PULLED A CRINL It
CFIFTYFOUR. - | S o

. THAT RAY VANTED THE JOB CF KILLING KING.,

THAT HE AN¥D RAY TALKED ABCUT KILLIKG KING FOR THREE

o\

THAT THEY TALKED TC THE MAN FRON HISSISSIPPI THAT
CKEEW ALL ABOUT THE KX BUSINESSHANS ASSOCIATION THAT WAS TO

~PUT UP THE KOHEY TO KILL KING.
o . . \ \

5. THAT HE KNEW THE BEN FAON 01SSISSIPPI.
6. FORX THREE YEARS, THAT HE AKD RAY NADE MAPS JUST TO
_FI&D THE RIGHT PLACE TO KILL KNG AKD THAT HE HAD NADE THE
FAPS OVER HIMSELF, | |
" 7. HE AND RAY KNEW JUST WHERZ
KILLING OF KING.

&, THAT HE WaS 70 BE I8 0% THE KILLING OF XING,

tuan DAt TN . - . v
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PAGE THREE

9. AT THERE ARE FEN IN FIVE STATES THAT ARE.

BLHIND THE KING KILLING AND THAT DO NOT KHOYW WHAT HE'KHOQS.;
- DURING TRE INTERV EY, CURTLS DREY CRUDE §&PS SETTING
OUT HOW HE THOUGHT RAY WOULD STALK K1%C. THIS FaP SHOWE
“THE FOLLOWING TCHNS WHERE HE SAID KING WADE NOST CF HIS
“SPEEGHES: ATLANTA, LITTLE RGCK, BIRNINGHAN, MOSILE, SELHA,”
';Jécrsov VICKSBURES, HISS., AED FARKS, WISS. HE FURTHER
' ’POINTED OUT THERE WAS A YAN L;VIF: ON £ HOUSEEGAT IN VICKSBURG
T{E_lSSISSIPPI RIVER (VA0S FIRST BANE HE KNEV BUT WOULD
KOT DIVULGE) . THIS MAN WAS TG TAKE RAY DOMN IHE RIVER '
[GN HIS BOAT TO MEW GRLEANS AFTER THE KILLING. HE STATED I
THE PAST HE (CURTIS) HAD PULLED SEVERAL BURGLARY AND |
ARMED RUBBERIES (HE WOULD KOT covmvu% ON PARTICULARS)
It TONNS ALOYG HE {ISSISSIPPI RIVER AND WRILE PCLICE VERE
© LOGKING FOR H18 CN THE HIGHWAY HE WGULD BE ON A SOAT DGWN
THE GISSISSIPPI. HE.FURTHER STATED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY
cosc ERNING THE KING KILLING WiICH ¥AS CURRENTLY OUT BEIS
CTYPED AKD IT WAS THE STORY HE WENTIGHED I THE LETTER'TO
'EBOLY_ AND IKTENDED TO SELL TO EBOLY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR

SHERIFF G. T. FAULDIN, NA; WHC IS SHERIFF OF WHITFIELD

€0+, GA., AND OPERATES THE COUNTY JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS

HAD SENT X0 LETTEZRS OR COMWMUNICATIONS FROM THE JAIL WHICH
WENT GVER TME JAILERS DESK. HE SAID CURTLS WCULD PROBABLY

'SEND ALL GAIL OUT WITH VISITORS PED JAIL TRUSTEES AND
WOULD PROBABLY #OT HAVE BEEN OBSERVED BY MEN OF HIS DEPT.
1T IS FURTHER PUINTED OUT THAT CURTIS' ATTORNEY, ERVIN
" MIICHELL, FORNER U.S. CONGRESSHAN FOR THE/SEVENTH DISTRICT

*OF GA., 1S OF THE OPIKION THAT FOST OF CURTIS' COMMENTS

RING HIS KNC”LE DGE CF RAY'S ASSASSINATION OF KING
RE FABRICATICHES CN THE PART OF CUhIIo CR AS A RESULT

“OF SOMETHING CURIIC &S READ IN LOCAL PAPERS.
APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR AFTER AHE_CONCLuéiON OF THE

INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, HE SEKT A NOTE 10 SHERLFF G. T

PAULDIN RquaSTIﬂg TO ACAIN SEE AN FB1 AGENT, THAT HE

“NOW WANTED TO TELL THE EWTIRE TRUTH. CURTIS HAS AGAIN

INTERVIEWED BY SA THOWAS R. HENRY, JR., AND AGAIN FURKISHED

A RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE REFUSED 10 SIGii. H5 THEY STATED

. THAT APPARENTLY IN KIS LETTER T0 EBCHY hc _USED THE WORK

“WE" INDICATING THAT HE AND JANES EARL RAY HAD PLANNED THE

KING TWURDER WHICH WCULD IRVOLVE HIN IN A CONSYIRACY AND FOR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FIVE .. .

'THAT REASON HE DENIED‘THE STATEHETS 18 LETTER T0 EBCHY.
CTHEN ADVISED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY VAIGH HE INTENDED 10

“SELL TO SOME FAGAZINE FOR THE PUhPosz OF OBTAINING HONEY

" FOR HIS {OTHER WHICH STORY WAS STILL IN HIS POSSESSION AND
»WHICH‘HE HAD KOT YET SENT GUT TO BE TYPED, HE'ALLOWED SA HENRY

| ©10 READ THIS APPROX (LBATELY. TWENTY PAGE STCRY, HANDWRITIER, | |
ONE PAGE AT A TINE, HE DECLARED THIS STORY ¥AS RUE. THE FIRST |

~FIVE OR SI.X PAGES CF THIS STCRY BERELY SET OUT HIS EARLY
CLIFE 1IN CRIME AND THE PRISCH SENTERNCES HE HAD SERVED AS

A RESULT OF THESE CRINES FROM THE AGE OF FIFTELN. HE
- REVAINDER GF THE STORY 1S THE SANE AS WAS SET FORTH IN THE
ORIGINAL INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS 1N APRIL, SIXTYEIGHI CONCERKING
-HIS'KEOWLEDGE AND ASSOCIATICH WITH RAY. THIS STCRY DOES
'REFLECT AT HE FIRST BECANE ASSCCIATED VITH RAY IN FLFTYFGUR
" WHEN THEY PULLED 4 PA?RQLL HEIST I8 QUIKCY, ILL., WITH A
“THIRD INDIVIDUAL. SHORTLY TKEREAFTER, HE LOST CONTACT WITH
RAY VHEN HE AD THIS THIRD INDIVIDUAL VERE CAUCHT 1t & FIFTY-
SIX THOUSAUD DOLLAR AnK FCB ERY AT SGUTHUSST CITY, NO.
AFTSR THAT HE AGAIN SECANE ACQUALNTED WLTH RAY. I& PRISON
AND WHILE 1§ PRISOY THEY SOTH LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF
EXD PAGT FIVE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



S PAGE SIX

~PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. RAY THEN STATED 1T SOUKDED LIKE
A BIG JOB AND HE WAS ALWAYS ON THE INSIDE OR A PRISON WHEN
"BIG JOBS AND BIG KOKEY WERE TO BE HAD,

SHOﬁlLY AFTER THE fEATh OF JOHN F. KEu.th; MARTIN
LUTHER KING; JR o, BuCQx PROKINE \1 ADD RaY STATED ORN

_s;vc“AL CCCASIOHS THAT SOHEBODY WAS GOIKG TO KILL KING.
“IHE STORY VENT CH TO RE [FLECT TKAT LURING THIS PERICD Al
INDIVIDUAL CAME IH#TC THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT
CJEFFERSON CLTY FRON VICKSB BURG, MISS.,vANQ UHC, UPON LEAERING
OF JANES EARL RAY'S FEELINGS TOWARD KILLIEG xzmé, ADVISED
HIM OF THE KK BUSINESSUEN ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH AND
GF THE FACT THAT PEOPLE IN FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP
FOKEY FOR KING'S ASSASSINATICH. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED
OUT THAT RAY IKFORMED HIM THAT HE INTENDED T0 HAVE EVERY~
CTHING SET WHEN HE KILLED KING AND THAT RAY, THRGUGH 1iAPS,

LEARNED CF ING'” TOVEMENTS SC HE CObLD LATER STALK HINM
oy

10 THE PCINT CF ASSASSINATICN. THE STORY FURTHER PCINTED
OUT THAT RAY ADVISED HE WCULD LEAVE A FALSE GUN AND FALSE

TRAIL INMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE [MURDER. ' RAY WAS SUPPCSED TO

3
-

END PAGE SIX
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“ PAGE SEVEN

G0 TOC VICKSBURG FCLLOWING THE hJPDhu, CONTACT THE MAY

FROM VICKSBURG, MLSS., UHO HAD THE HOUSEBOAT, AND THIS
N WAS 10 TAKE HIN ELTHER TC BE ANS OR CANADA VIA

THE ©1SSISSIPPI RIVER.
' AT THE CONCLUSIO : TERVIEW, CURTIS qlAT“D

HE WG ULD&OI TESTIFY TC ANY OF THE &ABCVE. HE DID
"~ ADVISE IN STRICTEST COiFIDENCE THAT THE KANE OF THE -

INDIVIDUAL OF THE HOUSESCAT I& VICKSSURG, 1IS3., WAS

-
1L
w

- CFND wILLELT ALSC KxOVE AS NISSISSIP?I WHO SERVED
JTIHBE 1IN THE PJDSOUHI STATE PZPI[&?TIA Y o

KAN FROM KEW CRLEANS

THE STORY ALSC MENTIONED A
IDENTIFICATION AND CURTIS

WO COULD OZTALE ANY KIED GF
LATER IDENTIFIED THIS NAN AS JOE COLl, WHICH INFGRNATION
HAS PREVICUSLY BEEN SET CUT I AN INTERVIEY VITH CURTIS.
THROUGHOUT THE‘INTERVIEM WITH CURTIS, AKD WHILE READIKG

CURTLS® STORY, HE CONTIRUED TG EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT HE
16T TESTIFY AGALNST RAY AS HE FEARED FOR HIS LIFE.
HE INDICATED THAT AkY STATE PRISOY HE WAS SENT TO WOULD
PROBKBLY HAVE IXDIVIDUALS UHG HOULD KILL HIN AS A RESULT

~

‘OF PREVIGCUS INFOR uﬂlICn HE FURNISHLD THE PRESS AND TV MEDIA
CAND IT IS FELT HE WAS USING THIS AS AN EXCUSE AS 10 WHY HE

END PAGE SEVEN

2
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:PAGE EIGHT

DID NOT WANT 10 BE SENT TO & STATE PRISON O4 HIS CURRENT
LIFE SENTEHCE. HE STATED HE WOULD K0T ALLOW HIS STORY T0

LBV XEROXED LOH WOULD HE hRIfE IT OVER AGAIN CR ALLCW THE
‘PAGES T0 LEAVE FIS CLLLe HE DID STATE HE MOULD IRA
HIS STORY GVER A UICIHTI G BACHINE AND WOULD REDRAW

| WAPS HE PRODUCED FOR HIS STCRY. | -
" HE THEY PRESERTED CRUDE SKETCHES OF THE FED. PENITENTIARY
(AT LEVENUGRTH, THE ¥ISSCURI STATE PEN, 1t ADDITION 10 THE

ABCVE GENTIONED AP CONCERNING THE TOMHS VHERE KING PAD

NUWERCUS SPECCHES. | L

UACB, CURTIS WILL BE ALLOYED TO BICTATE HIS STGRY O A

DICTATING FACKINE I& THE PRESENCE OF SA THCHAS R. HENRY, JR.

"~ BUE 10 THE UNRELIABILITY OF CURTIS, NO LEAD FOR AN
EXTENSIVE 1VESTIGATION 1S BLING SET FORTH FOR JACKSON

I CCNNECTION WITH IDENTIFYING (FHU) WILLETT, AKA ”I SISSIPPI
UACB- » ’

“END
JuD

FBI JXSi #1SS~

PT
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Transmit the following in

Via

¢« . @

Date: /5768

(Type in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL

" of the houseboat is the "Nell Willis"and that it was owned

SN T R

(Priority) 1

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI  (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P)
MURKIN

Re‘Atlanta teletype 7/3/68,
RE RAYMOMD CURTIS

INTERVIEW IN COUNTY
JAIL AT DALTON, GA.

Enclosed herewith for Little Rock and Memphis
is one c0py of referengéd teletype.

.PAUL J. DEANIS, Vice-President icksburg Mid

River Service, Inc/ advised on 7/5/68, pAt (FNU) WILLETT

wned a hous eboat known as the '"Nell Widlie" » a diesel-
powered shiip capable of travel on th Mississippi. (FﬁU)
WILLETT was described as an elderly/man who was crippled
and used a cane. He and his wife, whose name is believed
to be NELL, took vacation trips on his houseboat approximately
twice a year, securing the services of a Mississippi River
pilot to operate the boat for them. (FNU) WILLETT is believed
to have died approx1mately two years ago. He is believed
to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas ang
to have docked his houseboat at the Greenville, Miss. Yacht
Club.

WILLIE SMITH, a Negro male employee of the Greenville
Miss. Yacht Club, advised on 7/5/68, that the correct name

by a (FNU) WILLIS, who died about two or three years ago.
NELL WILLIS, wife of (FNU) WILLIS, is still living and

o)
3-Bureau (RM) fggLittle rock (Enc. l)pf%
2-Memphis (Enc. ) PR

Approved: _____ |SEARCHED

Z2-Jackson : —— 1}
JGW/jrs (9) /gfﬂj%/{f S

Specicl Age pSERMITZER LS. LED ...z | P

JUL 121968841 g |
fsi,f;ﬁ‘éw"dﬁwg@ VAL /d/ 73 - //S / .«
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i 15_7"’9536 ’ | | ’ ’

- residing in or around Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

' Following the death of Mr. WILLIS, the
houseboat was sold to SONNY (LNU), a member of the
Memphis, Tenn. Yacht Club, who is be]xeved to be a
Mississippi River pilot,

‘WILLIE SMITH advised that Mr. WILLIS was
always considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of
anti-Negro sentiments,

UACB the following 1eéds will be covered:

LEADS:

LITTLE ROCK DIVISTION

AT PINE BLUFF, ARK.

Will locate and interview NELL WILLIS in order
to substantiate information set out in enclosed teletype.

MEMPHIS DIVISION

AT MEMPHIS, TENN.

Will attempt to locate and interview SONNY
(LNU) in order to either prove or disprove the information
contained in enclosed teletype.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

Nomphisn, Tennessee
July 13, 1968

RE: JAMES EKARL RAY;
DR, MARYTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIN;
CIVIL RIGHTR - CONSPIRACY:
UNIAWFUL FLIGEYT TO AVOID mmnnn

—— EORNERY

On July 8, 1968, Wr. J. V. mur, Manager,
Yacht Club, MNemphis sed that the

owned by Mr. Cartwright, this boat wes docked at
Greenville, Rissinsippi,

On July 12, 1968, ¥r. Marion loomey, Becratary,
Carteright murin, Collierville, Tennessee, sdvised that
Mr. A. D. Cartwright, Jr., is out of etty and unavailable
for ianterview, Mr. Looney said that iiyr. Cartwright purchased
the Nell Willey from i Altt.nr. Ariansas ,
about three years ago, aand at time of purchase this
boat was docked at Mouroe, louisiana. Mr. looney said that
for the past three this boat has heen doched et the
Memphin Yeacht Club and is used only to entertaia customers.
Bs said there is 0o regular crew and that the boat is
opersted by Mr. Cartwr
that this beat seldom :
direction from the Momphis Yacht
used for leagthy trips on the lunuum River.

This Mt countains neither recommeundations
conclusions of the FRI. 1t is the property of the
and is loaned to yowr agenecy: it and its contents are
to be distributed cutside your agency.

aer
il
aot

zs 7//4{ 75’*' //J
1s 'V'SEARCHED —— - -
SERIALIZED

JUL 151368
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I .
FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-58)

FBI

Date: 7/16/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Methad of Mailing)

N
TO: ALL SACs
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Bureau airtel toc Memphis, 7,968,

The Bureau has reguested that all divisions continue
to submit monthly cost data until further notice,

In view of the above, all divisions are reguested
to comply with the Bureau' s instructions, including offices
who have negative cost data to report.

LS 7= 073" Jrs¥

; D‘:)E(\ @) "

JUL 1 1968

2 - ALL OFFICES
2 = Memphla

(4) ;EE7 é
Approved: ( Sent
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