
Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

Address 1330 Delery Street, NOU Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
F 1 Male
1 1 Female

Exact Spelling I|Main Criminal Case Files Only |______[Restrict to Locality of
All References I I Criminal References Only 

Main Subversive Case Files Only □ Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subversive References Only I—__ J Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Seria Number Remarks

Requested by /

SA ALDERSON /
Squad Extension File No.

157-10673
Searched by ( 1

(date)
Consolidated by v SEARCHED ——NDEXEL----------

SERIALIZEOZ^to ZfiLtJStr

MAY 151969
FBI —NEW ORLEANS

(date)
Reviewed by

(date)
File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

TO: CHIEF CLERK

Date
5/15/69

Subject
CHARLES B. DeHAVEN

Aliases

Address 20 O.K. Avenue
New Orleans, Louisiana

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
Pl Male 
□ Female

Exact Spelling

All References

Main Subversive Case Files Only 

Subversive References Only

Main Criminal Case Files Only 1_____ J Restrict to Locality of

Criminal References Only -------------------------------------------------------------1 X
Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)1
File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

Requested by
SA ALDERSON

Squad Extension File No.
157-10673 -^^

Searched by 1

(date ) SEARCHED_„^£_.| NDEXE^__._ 
SERIALIZED^^&d^EO^a^—^.

MAY 151969 ~
FBI —NEW ORLEANS

Consolidated by '

, (date)
Reviewed by

(date)
File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

TO: CHIEF CLERK

Sub]ect
GENE ARMSTRONG

5/15/69

Aliases

Address 1401 Airline Highway, NOLA Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
1 1 Male
i 1 Fema le

1__ Exact Spelling

All References .

Main Subversive Case Files Only 

Subversive References Only

Main Criminal Case Files Only | ^Restrict to Locality of

Criminal References Only ------------------------------------------------------------

Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

Requested by
SA ALDERSON

Squad Extension File No.
157-10673^.^^^

Searched by \ 1

& (date)
Consolidated by

(date)
Reviewed by

(date)

SEARCHED..—^..—INDEX^,-----------  

serializei^Sz^J^esw*:^
MAY 151969

FBI-—NEW ORLEANS

File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

Aliases

Date 5/15/69
TO: CHIEF CLERK ^>

Subj ect

MARTHA GOSCINO

Address 1205 Nerth Rampart
NOLA

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
Cn Male
Q Female

Exact Spelling I[Main Criminal Case Files Only |______[Restrict to Locality of

All References L . -_ I Criminal References Only -----------------------------------------
Main Subversive Case Files Only | j Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subversive References Only [ZZZ^Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

guested by ^ AWERS0N Squad Extension F11SMO673 ^^

! Searched by ^^

(date)
SEARCHED___ ^..INDEX^_______
SERIAUZEa^&L^^rr

MAY 151969
FBI — NEW ORLEANS

Consolidated by

(date)
Reviewed by

(date)

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

Date

5/15/69TO: CHIEF CLERK

estrict to Locality of

Subject JIM R. GARDNER /

Aliases ' •

Address P. 0. BOX 1311
Shreveport, Louisiana

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
1 1 Male
1 1 F emaie

]Main Criminal Case Files Only 
] Criminal References Only

1 | Exact Spelling 1______

J All References
^Main Subversive Case Files Only |__

1__ Isubversive References Only 1---------

^Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

]wain Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Rem arks File & Serial Number Remarks

Requested by

SA ALDERSON
Squad Extension File No.

Searched by a / '

( (date)

SEARCHED-------v
SERIALIZED—^kMED p

NW 151969

FBI —NEW ORLEANS I
Consolidated by V

(date)
Reviewed by

(date)
File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

5/15/69

M. 0, JOHNSON
Aliases

Address BOX 672
Opeleusas, La»

Birth Date Birthplace Race S ex 
□ Male 
Q Female

I | Exact Spelling 1 iMain Criminal Case Files Only 1 iRestrict to Locality of

1 X Ia11 References 1. . 1 Criminal References Only ______ ____ ___ ____ _—-------- --------- -------------
I-.. _ IMain Subversive Case Files Only L IMain Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

J^^^Subversive References Only 1 . ■, 1 Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

Requested by
SA ALDERSON

Squad Extension 15^-10673 -^^ /

Searched by '

\ / ^> (date)
SEARCHED_____---------------------------------
SERI AUZED^Z^fHfD

MAY 151969
FBI —NEW ORLEANS______

Consolidated by

(date)
Reviewed by

(date)
File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

TO: CHIEF CLERK
5/15/69

Subject

JAMES L. MacLOUD
Aliases

Address 502 East Academy
Jennings, La.

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
I 1 Male 
□ Female

Exact Spelling I______ [Main Criminal Case Files Only I______[Restrict to Locality of
All References I____ | Criminal References Only -----------------------------------------

Main Subversive Case Files Only f~ I Maim Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subversive References Only I------ I Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

Requested by

SA ALDERSON
Squad Extension File No.

157-10673

Consolidated by

Searched by ((date)

(date)
Reviewed by

SEARCHED_-___INDEXED^._____

SERIALUEI^e Aifi^?c

MAY 151969
FBI—-NEW ORLEANS

I - Identical 
NI - Not identical

File Review Symbols

? - Not identifiable 
U - Unavailable reference

(date)

r
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

TO: CHIEF CLERK

Subject
Mr & Mrs M. PIATT

Date
5/15/69

Aliases

Address P.O, B©X 163
Angola, La,

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
1 1 Male 
Q Female

Jnestrict to Locality of
Exact Spelling

All References

^Main Criminal Case Files Only 

] Criminal References Only

Main Subversive Case Files Only j I Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Searched by

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

Requested by
SA ALDERSON

Squad Extension File No.
157-10673 ^Z^

(date) SEARCHED INDEXED^..

Consolidated by

(date )
Reviewed by

SERlALIZED_Z2^Ht!^

MAY 151969
FBI —NEW ORLEANS

I - Identical 
NI - Not identical

File Review Symbols 

? - Not identifiable 
U - Unavailable reference

(date)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

I I

TO: CHIEF CLERK

Date 5/15/69
Subject C .     '

FLOYD E. READY
Aliases ,

Address 3922 Melinda Street
Shrevenort. Louisiana

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
1 1 Male 
Fl Female

I | Exact Spelling 1 iMain Criminal Case Files Only | J Restrict to Locality of

! IaII References I___  1 Criminal References Only -----------------------------------------
1 iMain Subversive Case Files Only L 1 Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

1 1 Subversive References Only I 1 Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

Requested by
SA ALDERSON

Searched by

Squad

Consolidated by

Reviewed by

(date )

(date)

Extension 1^-10673 <^?^f/

SEARCHED..^—INDEXED^-------
SERI ALIZEg^Z-JI LEO

MAY 151969
FBI —NEW ORLEANS

________________________________________________________ (date)
File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

Date
5/15/69TO: CHIEF CLERK

Subject
S. PAUL ROZAS.

Aliases '

Address 1351 Anne Street 
Eunice* Louisiana

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
I 1 Male 
f 1 Ferna le

1__

1
Remarks

Exact Spelling d____ [Main Criminal Case Files Only 1 1 Restrict to Locality of

All References Z

Main Subversive Case Files Only d
1 Criminal References Only 
iMain Subversive (If no Main, list ill Subversive References)

Subversive References Only d
____iMain Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number RemarksFile & Serial Number

Requested by

SA ALDERSON
S quad Extension File No.

157-10673 -^X
Searched by A

/ (date) SEARCHED __>WDEXED^.___  
SERIALIZED__ j^lf[D Z^S—

MAY 151969
FBI —NEW ORLEANS^

Consolidated by ^/

(date )
Reviewed by

(date)
File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)

Address

TO: CHIEF CLERK ■

Date
5/15/69

Subject
R. H. HAWKINS

Aliases Bastrop, La.

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
L I Male
I I Female

Remarks

Exact Spelling
1 Main Criminal Case Files Only 1 1 Restrict to Locality of

All References | 1 Criminnl References Only

Main Subversive Case Files Only ■ |______ 1 Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subversive References
Only I—_Jwain Cr^jnaifiai (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number File & Serial NumberRemarj

Requested by

SA ALDERSON
Searched by

Consolidated by

Reviewed by

(date )

(date)

File Review Symbols
(date)

Squad Extension File No.

157-10673 <^//
I SEARCHED___ ^1NDEKE^..

SERIAUZED-^EEILED^i

MAY 151969
FBI —NEW ORLEANS

I - Identical 
NI - Not identical

? - Not identifiable 
U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Indices Search Slip
FD-feO {Rev. 10-1-59)

Subject

Date 5/15/69
TO: CHIEF CLERK

A. 0. CUNNINGHAM
Aliases

Address 1755 Florida Street
Baton Rouge, La,

Birth Date Birthplace Race S ex 
□ Male 
r 1 Fema le

I| Exact Spelling I______ |Main Criminal Case Files Only |______{Restrict to Locality of
F X I All References I I Criminal References Only -----------------------------------------

I iMain Subversive Case Files Only I iMain Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

IHZ2ZJ Subversive References Only C-Z—^Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

Requested by

SA ALDERSON
Squad Extension File No.

157-10673
Searched by . / \

(date)
SEARCHED__i»EXED___
SERlALIZED__^EiteB^^

MAY 151969
FBI —NEW ORLEANS

Consolidated by ,

(date)
Reviewed by

(date)
File Review Symbols

I - Identical 
MI - Not identical

? - Not identifiable 
U - Unavailable reference

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC, nisrmis (4 4-198 7) 5/2 7/69

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (RUG)

BIRKIN

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau dated 5/14/69.

In accordance with the instructions set out 
in reference airtel, the investigation previously re­
quested in Jackson airtel to Memphis dated 5/7/69, is 
not being conducted.

2 - Memphis 
0 - New Ori 
GMAigma 
(3)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 '
MAY 19^EDITiGN £&
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, New Orleans date: 7-19-69

v subject: murkIN

f You should refer to a copy of a letter of
acknowledgement to Mr. Robert E. Lee, Batesville, 
Mississippi, dated 7-14-69, enclosing a copy of "The 
Councilor." -

The copy of’The Councilor" was dated 6-14-69, 
Volume 6, Number 14 and is printed in Shreveport, Louisiana. 
It makes reference to the fact that in the next issue 
of "The Councilor" it will repeat a prior story written 
indicating one of Martin Luther King’s lieutenants was 
involved in the assassination.

You should obtain copies of that issue of 
"The Councilor" and furnish copies to the Bureau and 
Memphis. If warranted on the basis of the information 
therein; the Memphis Office should furnish appropriate 
evaluations and comments.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, FBI 8/13/69

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (RUC)

MURKIN

'Mhl# to New Orleans, 7/18/®#.

Enclosed for Bureau aw® Memphis, are tw copies 
of "Th® Councilor", Volume 6, Number 15, dated 7/5/69.

It is t@ tee meted this issue ef "The Councilor” 
is the first issue after Volume 6, Number 14, mentioned 
in referenced letter. It is further noted that the article 
©secerning the assassination Of MAMIN IMHO KING appears 
on page 2 under the caption "Behind the Scenes".

NEW ORLEANS COPIES ONLY:

"The Councilors" were obtained by NO 1109-C by 
request.

2 - Bureau (Ebes. 2) (RM)
2 - Memphis (Bcs.2) (RM)

2 - New (Cleans W- 157-10673)
TPK/jpb (1 - 137-977)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

l^lfefe^ ? fo-<Zi ::.: ■/ . /.- ' '; ? / '

James Eprl Ray BelieveSlo
3|e ^ job

■ After , a year and.:a. haljfL&f ./room,tag house, as though the 
intensive research, l am con- identity of the killer would not' 
vinced Jhat JaMes Earl Ray was -. matter. He drove his Mustang ’ 

?paid to. kill Dr. Martin Ldther north on Main, then shufh into’ 
/King Jr.. He was not recom- Mississippi — only 12 miles 

, perised by a fictitious character away — while Memphis put out ; 
riamed “Raoul,” but b$ a" a city alarm, not an all points . 
businessman or businessmSh in.- one. He was in Atlanta by 6” 
Atlanta or Birmingham. He took > A.M., had his,plane tickets and 
’" " ' ........... " his payoff, and was gone, -

leaving the Mustang — loaded
h'is payoff, and- tried to flee to
Rhodesia, with whom-4the„ U.S.
had no extradition pact, when 
the : Federal Bureau o,& In-

with fingerprints — in a parking - 
lot. .

Mr. Ray is known in'vestigation requeste^s^W^h .„ ... .. ...
counterparts to pick the Srfiiler penitentiary' Circles a's a
tip in England. I “i""''” ”TT? ?:/lf/;t ret s f„..L

Consider:. Ray had $10.50 a 
few days before the murder at 
the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. 
At the Aeromarine Supply Co.

“loser.” He could not rob a bank
successfujly if the vault, door 
wassopen and all the police 
worked /for him. Ray hated 
blacks, but not. to the point of

outside the Birmingham Air- violence. He bragged to fellow, 
port, he paid about $245. for a convicts that somebody must,' 
rifle and telescopic sight two have been paid to kill. President.
days before the murder. Hexode Kennedy, and he would like to ' 
in a white-Mustang worth. ^.000: ,i®ake,“one;big.lick” like that, 
in the'retail' market. He phtfed. / Jp^ of ' 
an hour, i^fter' biiying-,.theThifle' - stir'for^ robbery,- 
and saiS-”ii^a/^
Aeroplane lilted Him to. return 
in the:m.^ning'1o buy a heavier 
g^- - . . ; ■ :

4he. divided, t.o hold upa supei.- "m.di^*W-'a cd®sfca?b,-' he 
selected ?a' coughing eon-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state*)

PAGE 2

THE RUSTON DAILY 
-----LEADER

RUSTON, LA.

Price dffe not matter. He Stood 
in the. bathtub of a- rooming

symptive.lAt 9:06 A.M. on July 
lith. the two began a comedy of 
errors suit a bib for a Charlie 
Chaplin movi.e. ' ■ . .house on.Main Street lookihg at

the Lorraine Motel most, of the __ r___________._____~
afternoon of ^Apri^»i^^968. ’ supermarket. The confederate, 
ledgers-knocked loudly rq'-use coughing.'in spasms, held the 
the facilities^ but ‘Rayremained .... . .
with, his irife^ H------
looking. ^ fistful- of".money from -the
a - Scbpe:.’He hit King pnce, (---•-: — ■>-••----- -- —-

They parked a car outside the

customers-' off with a nickel
plated gun.' Ray grabbed a.

. . _ . cashier --'(about $.1,200)' and
through the right jaw. aiming dropped all but $200 on the floor 
downward and- to 'the /left, in a fit of nervousness .'Jie asked 
nicking the top of the trachea. . for the manager. The boss was 
the bullet ..severing’ the spinal, in the back- ' 
cord between ,thp shoulder ..Ray stuck a gun in his face 
blades and dymgjoetween two and asked'for the money in the 
vertebrae. - , , . sate. ft'wa§ .upktairs. in front.

...He .left his;gum with .finger- . The / criminal /pefmitipR the 
prints, .his tiinpcuXa^. pis ..un- manager MVaTk^p one aisle of 
derw.ear and b;tner items-irit®^ ' canned gpodslwhile Ray Went up 
;bf..£ajype^^ to, the;' another. afcnw^®twcans'>o-f

downward 'and- to 'the /left.

Date: 12 •~3’•“'fO
Edition:

Author:

Editor^ KELLY
Title:

JAMES EARL RAY

Classification: ^
Submitting Office^* ^* 3 LA*
[^] Being Investigated
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■ 5@Ma(!@®?2STfJ® gigsiisg® 
: §!®®rf» ^©W s® ® jjfeaa©,, m® 
r »«®ra®sl; “M<i®. M®«.”

• Wi® liw sfefe® Ma tefei 
®tf ®? te fc®, a^l te§M fete 
® taifca fc®M w® Itew, 
sto wi&U » ®w te toft, 

: W® tawal MSI wsyAw w
te ^ifesiiL Ite/® swipita 
p h ft® wi fr® ^. ■?.' 
18®^ S^frf « ft® mSwte, i 

..safe ® i#as B=t«wi to ft©
^( m^ te# to ®fc® ft®,

i ta,@feiiW®®9®ft^^‘
Itai tag «to ft® «ta8. ।

' ^ 0® taw< ®w © MO aS M i 
, M« ®ri»< 51^ WbwS j 
i Mm ®t M). AS ft® tojp ©S' ft© liiffl,.; 
I ft© gates ww s®»i! to w ’ 
i Jw® M W @»feg tert

»t® tow ar M Ei® « te w < 
w^ © SSi s^ fete © tear 

; ft® ®$p tairi ©ft ®w. ®
feasiMrtM*^^

. te/§ ©©©featetei© ®aa® ©ft, 
, »#bg ate tefgbg ft© pife 
i to 4§te fete tert to • (ife®: 
i isaiwda^. tei tert gft g@@<a 
j w® rts ute ©ft,"” fe® »aj 
s ®®y ®wrt
I A ?®« tefoir® life© 
r mrtiata ©f to® LW. Big, 
! B]? tote © ©@w$© to toafcg i 
। te 1® teg@S®®>. Wife a« ft®, 
, §»* to feifei® s »0te©’ 
। ©ter Ite to® »®ifl ©H terliteg 
; &gs, AIw, te wie! tete ft 
’ WBSiry #i« life® wfeiite w®. 
■ 'a|s®m® annual ife® Nago sgte > 
; ®ay, w« Iw^ tow Bag1 
; a^tW w M»a®§, safcf 
' ®uffl • ft® Lwti«§ prt. to 
[M B® &»to to- gfe^ “ft, 
' Wte®w M.” Ite sargte res 
‘ ipta. ft s® ©w 3M) feft 
i my. to#, itatagh life© mp, W

> *a®s Earll Step life® atete® 
i l©»,msifefefe®a® “MgHto” ft 
i s» fatoaHfeff, ©If toft jwa§y Ite
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSAFPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO ’ SAG, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) date: 2/4/71

FROM : SUPERVISOR RUDROW

subject WKIN .

JOE HESTER of the Memphis Office called this date 
requesting some information relating to an airtel Memphis 
seht to Denver, copy to New Orleans in this case on 4/12/68. 
He requested that he be phoned back. The writer reviewed the 
MURKIN file and returned Mr. HESTER’S call furnishing him 
the information requested.

1/- New Orleans 
LCR/bnk 
(1)

5010-108-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



subject: BULKY EXHIBITS

The following bulky(s) currently being maintained 
in Bulky Room:

File No. Retain Destroy

Please advise on this memo if bulky(s) should be 
retained or can be destroyed.

RETURN TO LOIS NOLAN by 8/6/71.

1 - NO
LAN
(1)

file /C^-/^^3

M0>WI4l

JUL $ 01971
. ’ FBI-NEW ORLEANS

SEARCHED„^ZdHWEXEEL.....
SERIALIZED^Sj^—.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



701 Loyola Avenue
New Orleans, Louisiana 70113 

August 20, 1971

Mr. Gerald J. Gallinghouse
United States Attorney
Eastern District of Louisiana
500 St. Louis Street
New Orleans, Louisiana

Attention; AUSA Michael H, Ellis

Re; Assassination of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.
Racial Matter

Dear Sir:

Enclosed are the telephone toll records which 
were obtained in captioned case through subpoena.

These records are no longer of use to the FBI 
and are being returned to your office for return to the

! telephone company.

; Enclosures

| 1 -r Addressee
\ X^- New Orlejnre (157-10673)

Very truly yours,

ROWLAND C. HALSTEAD
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-209 (Rev. 9-8-70) ^L
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) IOt-It.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO sac(1B43W DATE: wwn

FROM sa 3wtl Ft«d8 ^^# ■ OCI □$! OR
□ pc npci nrsi □R(Prob)

SUBJECT: w ms c
Dates of Contact .

WWM| B/W71
File #s on which contacted (Use Titles if File #s not available or when CI provides positive information)

W10-------

Purpose and results of contact

□ NEGATIVE

S POSITIVE
STATISTIC

S^/Li^kl m Sw ntwws, tt. coven©^

## My» B ««ty MM * ®^!lf M^faSu 
# O»a wish. 8# Ms two «!»« st W® «&» !f??^lm^ 
ShHe the MATOBA OMT f«#de» is ^^^IfiilM^ C 
has advised that ltt« ha# bw» a»M«#W with SAM i»m 
ead ©was u airra. :

PERSONAL DATA

Has informant shown any indication 
furnishing false information?

of emotional instability, unreliability or

[□informant certified that he has furnished all information obtained 
TEsby him since last contact.

CoverWWS« AB» I TAB* 
cam, imt. «a.

w #«we

1 * >S _
1 # UMS (HWH^ 
$ * i»»aw (*w

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ojlgfins Folks Pay Tribute 
to Dr. Martin Luther King

, . , ,. —, ship, anffThTLlastetTblacIcFancl
Ella Fitzgerald and Mayor; Whtteriifike whom hefcssidtJwd

Landrieu on Hand

By BRUCE NOLAN
• A thousand or so people — 

most of them just folks — 
fashioned a rare gumbo of tra­
ditional New Orleans blues and
1960s civil rights fer^^ 
gathered Saturday to pay 
ute to the memory of Dr. Mar-

faltered in King’s crusade.
Through it all the old St. 

Francis De Sales Church at 2203 
Second Street reverberated with 
the sounds of old spirituals, 
blues and jazz, including the 
movement’s anthem, “We Shall 
Overcome.”

tin Luther King. i
The celebration began with an ; 

afternoon march through New 
Orleans’’ predominately black 
Central City and culminated 
hours later in a simple, old 
frame church nestled in the 
heart of the same area.

But in poignant contrast to I 
the surroundings — the 105- 
year-old building with its plain, [ 
hard-backed pews — were the । 
people inside. J
‘EHaFitzgerald came, draw­

ing murmurs and nods of recog-1 
nition as she was escorted up ; 
the aisle. ’ !

Mayor Moon Landrieu came, [ 
telling those who had gathered 
that while New Orleans “has I 
known its share of tragedy,; 
known its share of racism, it ; 
has moved more forcefully into 
the future than any city in1 
America.”

BRINGS GREETINGS ;
Buddy Young, one of the first' 

black men ever to play profes-1 
sional football came tojbringhis 
greetings.

He said he had come to do 
the same for Calvin Hill, Marv 
Fleming, Herb Adderley, Bob 
Hayes and Paul Warfield, all of 
them Negro football players 
who are in New Orleans to com­
pete' in the Super Bowl.

Hosea Williams, once one of 
the late Dr. King’s key lieuten­
ants, was there.

He defended the civil rights 
movement’s current leader, Dr.

Mayor Landrieu joined in 
; then, and with arms linked with 
black leaders on either side,
swayed as he sang the old 
hymn with the people who 
packed the church to the choir 
loft. ^^^

TONE GETS HARDER

; “Non-violence is not dead!” 
hMwr’No as lont^rte 
is breath in my body! Not as 
long as Hosea Williams lives! 
And white folks gonna catch 
bell in New Orleans if they 
'think it is!” ■ . 
i CONCEDES DECLINE
I Williams conceded though 
[that the Southern Christian 
[Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
[has declined since the .days of 
King’s leadership. “The New 
[York Times says we’re in trou­
ble. But everyone else is in
[trouble with us.”
i He said^haTSoubts about the 
[Rev? Mr. Abernathy’s leader-It was much like that most of jRevf Mr. Abernathy’s leader- 

the way through, but the tone ’ship had come largely from the 
became harder and edged with “white press,” from Time and; 
anger when Williams took the Life magazines.' He defended 
microphone. • the Rev. Mr. Abernathy person-

“There’s a Super Bowl in ally, however, and said the 
“ ’ SCLC’s decline lay at the feet ofNew Orleans tomorrow,” roared 

Williams, “and a fight tonight! 
There’s a lot of things going on 
in New Orleans. But tomorrow, 
ain’t no black folks gonna be 
free in New Orleans.” 
■ It’s time for New Orleans “to 
stop jiving”, he declared, and 
the black community, too.

He lashed out at black New 
Orleans ministers who pay only 
lip service to the civil rights 
cause, blasting those “who 
preach on Sunday about how 
D^jaMessd the lion%=aad=£hfin 
they’re too scared to facejhe 

whife man downtown Jiri Mqn-

those blacks who had fallen 
away from the civil rights 
movement since King’s death.

He referred speciiKaiiyTo 
blacks’ dwindling rate of cash 
contributions since King was as­
sassinated in Memphis in April 
of 1968. King would have been 
43 on Saturday.

Ella Fitzgerald, in her brief 
turn at the microphone, asked 
simply that King be re­
membered.

“Let’s not let the name be 
"forgotten,” she said in the whis­
per, “or remembered only on
his birthday. Let’s let everyone 

. And from that Williams ^nowLhat we are one.” 
counted an attackmn church- ; Ea the Rey Avery Alex. 

men of many faiths, all races, - . - -.........................m® ,M mT. .“‘L^rS ander,head of the local chapter 
of the SCLC, led a memorialbeing unresponsive to the needs

thosewho questioned hrijeader-

of the poor. :
“IJow can%rcH5^ around in 

Cadillacs when their members 
don’t even have busfare to get 
downtown?” he asked.

Williams warned though that 
the civil rights movement is not 
dead, nor with it its principle 
■tattfTfl^violence.__________

march through Central City, 
wtefe»S) eventually at the

i churcl

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1682 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC (157-10673)

^ : SUPVR. JAMES M. SCHEFFER

subject: MURKIN

date: 1/30/74

On this date U. S. A t tor e^T GERALD J. GALLINGHOUSE 
telephonically contacted this office and advised that HERMAN 
CLAY of the Kenner PD, telephjatfie 729-5119, had telephonica"Tty"■ 

“Contacted him this date and/advised that the day proceeding 
the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING he had been talking to an 
individual in the airp^t who informed him that he was en route 
to Memphis, Tenn., to/do a job; that he was being paid to do 
this job; but wouy/not say who he was working for* CLAY 
advised he subsequently had viewed pictures of JAMES EARL^ , 
RAY and feels certain this was the same individual he was®^
talking to and he had gone back to the airlines office wi^^M 
a few days and found that an individual with the name of
as part o/his name had, in fact, been scheduled to go to / 
Memphis?/ CLAY now feels he is certain that the individual/ 
he talked to was JAMES EARL RAY.

GALLINGHOUSE advised he did not ask CLAY why he had
waited so long to furnish this information or whether he bad' .| 
ever furnished this information, but requested that CLAY be / 
contacted and interviewed to determine the veracity of the /| 
information and, if possible, that he, GALLINGHOUSE, be a^ri#dj 
of the outcome* J 1

JMS:gas

5010-106-02
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Dote of transcription.-2/7/74

HERMAN ERNEST CLAY, JR. was contacted at his 
residence at 711 Clay, Kenner, Louisiana, and was advised of 
the identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of 
the inquiry. CLAY furnished the following information:

He is a patrolman with the Kenner Police Department 
where he has been employed for approximately 7 years. 
On April 2, 1968, CLAY was working the late watch at the 
Moisant Airport, Kenner, Louisiana. There were only a small 
number of individuals in the airport and at approximately 
midnight a white male walked over to CLAY, who was in his 
police uniform at that time, and said hello. The man asked 
CLAY how he was doing and CLAY said fine. At that time the 
white male began talking to CLAY and told CLAY words to the 
effect, "I don’t hate colored people, but I have a job to do”. 
CLAY asked the man to tell him all about it and the man 
replied that he had met sane people at a hotel in New Orleans 
and he was going to do a job which CLAY could read about in 
the newspaper. The man told CLAY that he would be surprised 
to know the identities of the individuals involved in the 
unknown job and that they were from St* Bernard Parish, 
Plaquemine, and New Orleans. CLAY asked the man for more 
details, however, the man told CLAY that he could not tell 
him anymore about it but that he would read about it in the 
newspaper. CLAY did not think much about the incident until 
he read about the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING. At 
that point he believed that the man at the airport who gave 
his name as ELRAY (Last Name Unknown) possibly could have been 
the murderer. CLAY advised he checked with Delta Airlines 
Ticket Counter and was told by some unrecalled individual 
that someone else from a police agency had already checked 
on flights out of New Orleans for April 2. CLAY advised 
he could not locate any passenger of April 2 with the same 
name as the individual had given him and which he no longer 
recalled.

CLAY described the individual as a white male, 
approximately 5 feet 6 inches, 140-145 pounds, wearing a 
sports coat, slacks, and a houndstooth hat.

Interviewed on  2/5/74______ ar .Kenner,—Louisiana________ f«« * .NO 157-10673.......

by___ SA-RICHARIUUJ)EANxdmb_________ ________t^ ^<»«d......... ;...2/7/74..... -
2 ;

. • This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
I it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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$0 157-10673 \
RVD:dmb ' ' : / . . . . 1

Approximately one week ago, CLAY saw an article 
in the newspaper concerning JAMES EARL RAY and RAY’s petition 
for a new trial. CLAY saw a photograph of RAY in the 
newspaper and immediately recognized him as the individual 
who had approached him at the airport on April 2, 19684 . 
CLAY ^advised -that .prior to .seeing Xhe picture he had never 
identified the man at the airport as being JAMES EARL RAY, 
and had never seen any photographs of RAY.

CLAY advised that he had never reported the v 
incident to anyone and had only mentioned it to a few \
relatives. At the time he talked to the man at the airport \ 
he was new on the police force and after reading that '
JAMES EARL RAY was arrested and later convicted for the 
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING he; felt that the incident 
was unimportant. ,

CLAY recalls that at the time of the conversation 
with the man at the airport, he did rot observe the man 
board any airplane and has no positive information that the 
man took a flight "out. of New Orleans. CLAY could furnished 
no other information regarding the incident.

The following description was obtained from CLAY:

Name:

Race:

Sex: 
u
Date of birth:

Place of birth:

Employment:

Telephone number:

Address:

HERMAN ERNEST CLAY, JR.

Negro

Male ''' •' ' 1 "

New Orleans, Louisiana

Patrolman for Kenner Police 
Department, 7 years, badge 
number 53

729-5119

711 Clay
Kenner, Louisiana
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File—Serial Charge Out
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& U.S. GPO: 1974-560-582
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Class. Case No. Last Serial

□ Pending □ C!°sed Date

Serial No. Description of Serial Charged
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To
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Location
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From
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Date prepared

Cover Sheet for Informant Report or Maf^^ol 
FD-306 (Rev. 9-30-69> A )- •

Date received

12/13/74

Received from (name or symbol number)

NO 2338-PEI

Received by

Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks)

12/19/74

f

SA CLIFFORD H. ANDERSON

2J recording device[221 in person gg by telephone [22] written by Informant

If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 
Date

12/19/74 . pdDictated____________________ to______ _£__________________,— -------

Transcribed 12/19/74______
Authenticated
by Informant _____________________

Date of Report

12/13/74
Date(s) of activity

12/12/74

Brief description of activity or material

Meeting of NAARPR; and information regarding 

establishment of new CP group _ File where original is located if not attached

NO 170-791-A-
* INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK (*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID NOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE. 
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED.

, I Information recorded on a card index by on date
Remarks:

1 - 170-791-A
1 — 100-19885 (NAARPR)
1 “ 100-4 (CPUSA)
1 - 157- (EUGENE JAMES)
1 - 100- (JANET HARRIS -
1 - 157- (LLOYD ROBINSON
1 - 100- (LYDIA WHITE)
1 - 100-19277 (ROGER WHITE)
1 - 100-19953 (ERNEST PICKETT)
1 - 157- . (CARL GALMON)
d?- 157- (BETTY WHITE)
i — 100- (DICK REAVIS)

index NEAL SMITH)
- index LORETTA ROBINSON)

CHA:pd

Block Stamp

SEAhUi'lLM^s
SERIALIZED^

.INDEXED. 
FILED

FBI “NEW ORLEANS
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New Orleans, Louisiana 

December 13, 1974

At 7:30 p.m. on December 12, 1974, a meeting of the 

National Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression

. (NAARPR) was held at the Desire Development Center in the

; 2600 block of Desire Street. The following were recognized

in attendance:

EUGENE JAMES, Operational Director of 
the Desire Development Center

i JANET HARRIS, who stated that she was leaving
; New Orleans to attend school in San Francisco,
i departing New Orleans on December 13, 1974

j NEAL SMITH, a student at University of
j Colorado, a friend of HARRIS

I ROBERT ROVARIS '

| LLOYD and LORETTA ROBINSON, LLOYD is now
1 considered to be the leader of the NAARPR,
[ taking over from ERNEST PICKETT who has
i . been strongly criticized

| LYDIA WHITE, works for Figaro

j • ROGER WHITE, who works at the "Times-Picayune"
| newspaper and is preparing to work for the
i State Probation and Parole Office

j ERNEST PICKETT, who is now working but who
j . has been gone for a long while, and whose
I ineffectual leadership has been criticized

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| CARL GALMON, who has been serving as the
* leader of the Southern Christian Leadership
j Council (SCLC) ad hoc committee

| BETTY WASHINGTON

| Discussion in the meeting included how the group

•1 has been chartered, possibly with the state, having paid a

'■I $25.00 charter fee. It was discussed how the group should

j enlarge itself to a membership of between 75 and 100 members.

I In this regard EUGENE JAMES said he would try to recruit new

1 young members from New Orleans , and hoped to bring them to

■j the next meeting on January 6 , 1975 . It is .expected that that

4 January 6, 1975, meeting should determine the future direction
4 •

1 and purpose of-the- NAARPR.

| The NAARPR has been interested in the following

j issues:. JANET HARRIS stated that she'would contact the San

। Quentin 3, and would send information from San Francisco

regarding how the NAARPR in New Orleans can assist in the 

support for the San Quentin 3. EUGENE JAMES has continued to 

sho* interest in the Parkchester issue in support of the rent 

strike there by residents upset by poor living conditions. 

The NAARPR has considered supporting the prison reform issue 

of the Angola U- but is not actively supporting that group now.

2
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j A copy of the constitution of the Communist Party,

{ U.S*A. (CPUSA) was circulated by an unknown person, and all

| members at the meeting were urged to read it.

j It was also learned that an actual chapter of the

| group of the Communist Party (CP) is or has been recently

I established in New Orleans. It is believed that this group

| consists of the following individuals: LLOYD and LORETTA

ROBINSON; ROGER and LYDIA WHITE; JANET HARRIS; DICK REAVIS;

and ERNEST PICKETT. All of these individuals are believed 
i

to be card-carrying members of the CP. The group meets at

; 1410 St. Andrews Street, Apartment 3, the address of the j

j ROBINSONs. The group intends to consider for membership in

•' the near future ROBERT ROVARIS. j
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

■ Date of transcription. .

HERMAN ERNEST CLAY, JR. was contacted at his 
residence at 711 Clay, Kenner, Louisiana, and was advised of 
the identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of 

- the inquiry. CLAY furnished the following information:

He is a patrolman with the Kenner Police Department 
where he has been employed for approximately 7 years. 
On April 2, 1968, CLAY was working the late watch at the 
Moisant Airport, Kenner, Louisiana. There were.only a small 
number of individuals in the airport and at approximately 
midnight a white male walked over to CLAY, who was in his 
police uniform at that time, and said hello. The man asked 
CLAY how he was doing and CLAY said fine. At that time the 
white male began talking to CLAY and told CLAY words to the 
effect, ”1 don't hate colored people, but I have a job to do". 
CLAY asked the man to tell him all about it and the man 
replied that he had met some people at a h^el in New Orleans 
and he was going to do a job which CLAY could read about in 
the newspaper. The man told CLAY that he would be surprised 
to know the identities of the individuals involved in the 
unknown job and that they were from St. Bernard Parish, 
Plaquemine, and New Orleans. CLAY asked the man for more 
details, however, the man told CLAY that he could not tell 
him anymore about it but that he would read about it in the 
newspaper. CLAY did not think much about the incident until 
he read about the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING. At 
that point he believed that the man at.the airport who gave 
his name as ELRAY (Last Name Unknown) possibly could have been 
the murderer. CLAY advised he checked with Delta Airlines 
Ticket Counter and was told by some unrecalled individual 
that someone else from a police agency had already checked 
on flights out of New Orleans for. April 2. CLAY advised 
he could not locate any passenger of April 2 with the same 
name as the individual had given him and which he no longer 
recalled.

CLAY described the individual as a white male, 
approximately 5 feet 6 inches, 140-145 pounds, wearing a 
sports coat, slacks, and a houndstooth hat.

Interviewed on 2/5/74 ot Kenner, Louisiana 1______ File * NO 157-10673-^^X

___ SA RICHARD V. DE£_______________ __ Date dictated_________2/7/74___________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; I
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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NO 157-10673
RVD:dmb

Approximately one week ago, CLAY saw an article _ 
in the newspaper concerning JAMES EARL RAY and RAY’S petition 
for a new trial. CLAY saw a photograph of RAY in the 
newspaper and immediately recognized him as the individual 
who had approached him.at the airport on April 2, 1968. 
CLAY advised that prior to seeing the picture he had never 
identified.the man at the airport as being JAMES EARL RAY 
and had never seen any photographs of RAY. .

CLAY advised that he had never reported the 
incident to anyone and had only mentioned it to a few 
relatives. At the time he talked to the man at the airport 
he was new on the police force and after reading that 
JAMES EARL RAY was arrested and later convicted for the 
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING he felt that the incident 
was unimportant. -

CLAY recalls that at the time of the conversation 
with the man at the airport, he did not observe the man 
board any airplane and has no positive information that the 
man took a flight butWf New Orleans. CLAY could furnish ' 
no other information regarding the incident. ■

The following description was obtained from CLAY:

Place of birth: New Orleans, Louisiana

Name: HERMAN ERNEST CLAY, JR.

Race: Negro

Sex: Male

Date of birth:

Employment: Patrolman for Kenner Police
" Department, 7 years, badge

number;53

Telephone number: 729-5119

Address: 711 Clay
Kenner, Louisiana

2
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New Orleans, Louisiana

February 7, 1974

WIN '

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency*

5 - Bureau
lq- USA, EDLA, GERALD J. GALLINGHOUSE 
2/- New Orleans . SEARCHED

6ERfA<.iZED.

INDEXED
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

^^Siclcmail fi Ie' 
pn Martin Luther King

W -WASHINGTON ’— The Senate Intelligence 
> .JC^mmittee is investigating allegations that 
• the:FBI tried to smear the late Dr. Martin.
t; Lpjher King by spreadmg stories about his 

■ sexhfe. • • . '• -
Some senators regard this as a classic 

" abuse of police power. It will get special 
attention,, therefore, from the committee.

Dr. King won the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
-- nonviolent crusade to.gain equal rights for 
; Black Americans. He faced the police dogs 

* -ahd fire hoses of Southern sheriffs without - 
‘“''flinching. His cry, “We shall overcome,” 

stirred.his people. . -
’ Dr. King’s rhetoric, however, led him into: 

.^ a collision with the late, powerful FBI chief
j. Edgar Hoover. This became one of the fa-" 

Ciifousfeuds of the 1960s. ' .

Senate investigators are how trying to 
’’ 'determine whether Hoover used the FBI' to . 

carry on his vendetta against Dr. King. They . 
want to know who ordered the snooping and 
Who leaked the sex stories to the press. They 

' arealso searching for FBI agents who par­
ticipated in the actual surveillance of the 

", civil rights1 leader. •
^ We Were the first to reveal on May 24,1968, 
: "that the FBI had tapped Dr. King’s tele- 
'■' "(ihohes. We reported that the Wiretaps had 

divulged information about his alleged love
. .affairs, a subject that was none of the FBI’s 

business. • . ?
Npw, more than seven years later, we have 

dug deeper into the story for the answers the 
\ senators are seeking. .

. There is bitter disagreement over who first 
’ suggested .that the FBI eavesdrop on Dr. 
?J;&g, But in October 1963, Hoover obtained — 

• some say wangled -i- a memorandum from
then-Atty, Gen. Rober Kennedy authorizing 
-thecontraversial wiretaps.

/Hie official justification, was to determine 
■ whether Dr. King had any secret ties with the 
'Communists, But the only secret'dealings 

that the wiretaps revealed were with women, 
kj^is dynamism and courage had made him 
^attractiveto many women. '

Here are examples of the sort of smut that 
the FBI collected about ^the Nobel prize .wiri- 
ner:

: —The FBI bugged his suite in Washing­
. ton’s eleganLold Willard Hotel. He allegedly 
drank too W^m Rushan” concqc- 
Jiofts.'rbHggfed'p^^^^ ^xual #owess to a

Jack Anderson

woman visitor and then proceeded to prove 
his boast. . '

—In Las Vegas, Dr. King allegedly picked 
up an FBI informant who reported to the FBI 

vnext morning that he had paid her $100 to 
spend the night with him.

—Another time, he allegedly became intox­
icated and made passes at a woman in a New 
York City hotel. The secret FBI summary of 
the incident reported that “King threatened 
to leap from the 13th flodr window of the 

I' hotel if this woman would not shy she loved 
him.” ’ .

—The.CIA forwarded a raw, unverified re­
port to the FBI thatDr. King, totally naked, 
chased a woman through an Oslo hotel dur­
ing, his Norway visit to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize. * ’

■ —The FBI also monitored Dr. King’s rela- 
' tionship with the vivacious wife of a Los An­

geles dentist. The FBI called it an “illicit af­
fair.” The woman insisted the relationship, 
was “merely a friendship.”

—As part of its continuing surveillance, the 
FBI bugged Dr. King’s hotel suite in Atlantic 
City during the 1964 Democratic Convention. 
But apparently nothing of significance was 
picked up.

The FBI continued its electronic surveil­
lance of Dr. Martin Luther King, according 
to our sources, until his death in April, 1968. 
The.latest secret sex report we saw was 
dated Feb. 20,1968. •

' ' ' . . ' ! '
In other words, the FBI continued listening 

to Dr. King’s most private conversations for 
nearly five years. Yet during all this time, 
.the .FBI picked up no evidence that he had 
committed a crime or was likely to commit 
one. J. Edgar Hoover’s boys just kept filling, 
up folders with titillating tidbits, idle gossip 
and,vicious slander about the great Dr. King; 
His FBI dossier can only be'described, there- 
fofe; as a blackmail file.

But the blackmail, apparently, didn’t work. 
Dr. King’s-close friend and . associate, Rep. 

, Walter Fauntroy, D-D.C., told .us 'the late 
leader was fully a^are of th,e,(FBrs gurveil/ 
lan.ce.and wasn’t tpe least, jj^erpe^^^^

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 
t, i

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Truth about FBhmear 
cdTnpaign against King

J^A -4fi^rf o®

WASHINGTON — Associates of the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. have asked us to 
investigate the FBI’s smear charges against 
him and to publish our honest findings. His 
widow, they <ay"‘hopes we will clear his 
name.

We have found that the FBI sometime after 
1964 began leaking stories about Dr. King’s 
alleged sexual exploits and supposed 
Communist ties. The leaks were ordered per­
sonally by the late J. Edgar Hoover who had 
developed a fierce hatred for the black lead­
er. ,

Hoover began the smear campaign after 
learning in advance that Dr. King would get 
the 1964 Nobel peace prize. The selection was 
reported to the late FBI chief in a secret 
memo from his intelligence network. He was 
so infuriated that he scrawled words of out­
rage oh the memo in blue pencil, we were 
told.

Not long afterwards, Hoover was visited by 
Atlanta’s police chief, Herbert Jenkins, who 
was then president of the International As­
sociation of Chiefs of Police.

Suidaeinyraut of context, HodverTHurted 
that he had three enemies whom he hated

more than'anyone else in the world. He iden­
tified them as his former d^ut^=Qjiinn 
Tamm, ex-Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy and 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The dumbfounded Jenkins later encounter­
ed his friend, Dr. Martin Luther King Sr., on 
the streets of Atlanta. Jenkins took the occa­
sion to warn the old man pointedly that “Jun­
ior better be on the alert. It may be that the 
FBI is looking into him and they look.pretty 
thoroughly.”

Indeed, the FBI teyt the civil rights 
crusader under surveillance and even bug­
ged his hotel suites. Then the FBI used the 
information to start a whispering campaign 
against him. At the urging of his associates, 
we havenow checked into the stories that die 
FBr^preaa* about him. Here are our find­
ings: _
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newspaper, city and state.)
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

fbturgedking
SUICIDE-PANEL

WASHINGTON (AP) — The staff 
of a Senate committee said Tuesday 
that the FBI waged a campaign 
against the late Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr., including sending a letter 
Which King interpreted as a sugges­
tion he commit suicide. .
« The campaign to destroy King’s 
influence also included the planting

i Schwarz said the letter “includes^ 
Materials the FBI had gathered illegally 
hr improperly through tapes and bugs); 
land so forth.” Sen. Walter F. MondaL, j 
iD-Minn., said some of the bugs were in­
stalled in King’s hotel room.

Schwarz said later the material sent 
King with the letter was a tape record- 

gathered by illegal and improper 
electronic bugs and telephone taps con-s 
gaining information embarrassing to 
|ing. Other sources said the information

* Cont.mSec.l,PagelO,Col.l ____

of 16 electronic bugs and eight wire- ■ 
taps and an effort to hand pick and 
promote a successor to him as the 
nation’s most influential black lead- ' 
er, committee lawyers said.

The disclosures came as the top 
lawyers of the Senate Intelligence ■ 
•Committee detailed FBI efforts to 
investigate, infiltrate and discredit 
thousands of persons in groups 
ranging from the Ku Klux Klan, and 
j;he Communist party to the^ 
Romen’s liberation movement.
| Chief counsel F.A.O. Schwarz III 
tad minority counsel Curtis Smoth- 
•^rs said the full extent of the bu­
reau’s activities may never be 
known because most of director J. ' 
Edgar Hoover’s personal files were । 
destroyed shortly after his death in r 
1972. L

The staff lawyers gave the most com-J 
plete account to date of the FBI’s coun­
terintelligence, or Cointel programs, 
which were aimed at disrupting the per­
sonal lives of members of alleged terror­
ist, radical or new left groups by causing 
them to lose their jobs, fight among 
themselves or be arrested by local po- ' 
lice. .

They documented several attempts at. 
destroying the marriages of such per­
sons through anonymous letters written 
by FBI agents. .

In the case of King, Smothers testified 
that a draft of the anonymous letter his 
wife received was found at FBI head­
quarters in the file of deputy director 
William Sullivan.

They said Sullivan maintains the draft 
letter was planted in his files by persons 
attempting to discredit him.

But they added the FBI does not dis­
pute its authorship of the letter or the 

i< fact it was delivered to King.
5 King received the letter just 34 days 
before he was to receive the Nobel 

|Peace Prize in 1965, an event which 
" Schwarz said generated intense FBI ef-j 
forts to find information.to discredit" 
King. .
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■IFBi Suggested King Suicide’
s'

Continued from-Page 1
■ was of a nature that could be used to 

blackmail King. , ,
' No senator or staff member would dis­
close the nature of the information, and 
one senator said the committee was 
trying not to create a situation in which: 
the purpose of the FBI to discredit King

. might actually be realized.
The letterhead in part: '
“King, there is only one thing left for 

you to do. You know what it is. You have
just 34 days, in which to do. (This exact House of Representatives.” , 
number has been selected for a, specific In other testimony, a New Jersey con-

. reason.) It has definite practical signifi­
cance. You are done. There is but one 
way out for you.” .
< The rest of the letter was not read be­
cause of privacy reasons, the lawyers 
said. •

. ■ They said King himself interpreted the 
letter as a clear suggestion that he com­

' mit suicide. , .
. Smothers read from FBI memos in

. which he said the bureau outlined its 
objective of taking King “off his pedes­
tai and reducing him completely in influ­

. ence.’’ / • ,
-The bureau earmarked a man of its 

own choosing, a person who was not a 
civil rights leader, to take King’s place 
as “a new national Negro leader.” ' ' 

. Schwarz and Smothers later declined 
' to identify .the person concerned, saying 
that he asked to remain anonymous.

That person was never told by the FBI 
of the role some proposed he play and 
was “shocked and astonished” when 

k committee staff members "relayed the 
i information to him, Smothers said, 
f A former FBI agent, meanwhile, told 
J the House Intelligence Committee 
* across the Capitol that he believed he

was asked to help the FBI try to prevent' 
the election of black Rep. Andrew^
Young, D-Ga., in 1972.

Arthur Murtagh told the House com­
mittee his supervisor in the FBI Atlanta 
bureau told him Washington wanted him 
to'obtain samples of Young’s handwrit­
ing. ■ . . '

Murtagh said he refused and. told the 
supervisor, “I knew damned well it was 
going to be used in an unrecorded coun­
terintelligence operation to destroy Mr. 
Young’s chances of getting elected to the

tractor said he reported plgns for an 
assault on the Camden, N. J., draft office 
in 1971 to the FBI and asserted that the 
FBI turned him into a provocateur to en­
courage the raid.

Robert Hardy said he tried to get the 
FBI to stop the raid in advance but in­
stead said 100 FBT agents were brought 
into, the area to wait for the event. .

He asserted that the FBI told him
'‘that the new orders had come directly 
from the little White House in Califor­
nia.” ’ J .

The House committee’s chairman, 
Rep. Otis G. Pike, DN.Y., disclosed that 
an FBI report shows either a telephone 
call or some other communication to 
Pike’s administrative ^assistant was 
intercepted by the FBI apparently in 
,1972. i ; ; ■
' Deputy associate FBI director James 
B. Adams listened to Pike’s decount and 
told the chairman he had never heard of 
the incident and knew nothing about it.

Adams later told the comtnittee that 
the FBI does not use agent provocateurs 
to entrap people into committing crimes^ 
but conceded it does permit people s®in- 
dined to commit crimes on their own® ,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

jAnfi-King campaign] 
unjustified—agent

WASHINGTON (AP) - A top FBI offi- 
cialsaid today there was no justification 
for the bureau’s extensive campaign to . 
destroy Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as a 
leader of the civil rights movement.

However, Associate Deputy Director 
James B. Adams defended the bureau’s 
investigation of possible Communist' 
influences on King and said that the late . 
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy had re­
quested and approved FBI wiretaps on - 
the civil rights leader. '

Testifying under oath before the Sen­
ate intelligence committee, Adams said . 
a total of 25 schemes were directed at' 
discrediting King for which there was 
“no statutory basis or justification.”

Adams said the motive for the cam­
■ paign against King “was known to (the 

late FBI Director J. Edgar) Hoover and

tap proposed submitted by the FBI. The 
bureau made a second proposal which 
Kennedy approved, according to Adams. 
“I don’t know why he changed his 
mind,” Adams said.

According to committee lawyers, the 
FBI campaign against King also in­
cluded an unsuccessful 1964 effort to pre­
vent King from meeting Pope Paul VI; a 
warning to then-New York Gov. Nelson 
A. Rockefeller not to meet with King, 
and an attempt to convince a major uni-' 
versify which had awarded an honorary 
degree to then-FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover not to make a similar presenta­
tion to King.

Chief counsels F. A. 0. Schwarz III 
and Curtis R. Smothers told the commit-
tee the campaign began with a January 
1962 memo in which Hoover concluded

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

—Section A
Page 10

States-Item

one top official,” but Adams refused to 
reveal that motive.

Evidence made public Tuesday re­
vealed that the FBI had wiretapped and' 
bugged King, sent his wife an anony­
mous letter which King took to be a 
suggestion he commit suicide Shortly be-

• fore he was to receive, the 1964 Nobel 
Peace Prize, and sought to promote a 
successor to King as the “national Negro 
leader.”

One document raised the possibility 
that the FBI had "been responsible for 
King’s stay at the Memphis hotel where 
he was shot and killed in April 1968.

ADAMS’ REMARK about Kennedy’s 
approval of the wiretap did not apply to 
the electronic bugs, and it remained un­
clear who had approved the installation 
of 16 such eavesdropping devices against 
King., *

The FBI official fold the committee

that King was “no good.” The campaign 
escalated sharply after the August 1963 
civil rights march on Washington de­
spite a determination by agents just 
prior to the march that the Communist 
party had “failed dismally” in its efforts 
to infiltrate the movement lead by King, 
the lawyers said. .

THE FINDING that Communists had 
failed to infiltrate the civil rights move­
ment was rejected by Hoover with the 
notation, “Time will only prove you’re 
wrong,” according to a series of memos 
read by the staff.

Several days after the march, William 
C. Sullivan, chief of the FBI domestic 
intelligence division, responded with a 
note that read “the director is correct. 
... We regret greatly the memo did not 
measure up to the standards that the 
director had every right to expect.”

Another memo followed, recommend-
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that “the president of the United States 
and the attorney general specifically dis­
cussed their concern of Communist 
influence with Dr. King.”

. He identified Kennedy as the attorney 
general but did not mention the presi-

ing increased coverage of Communist 
influence in the civil rights movement, 
to which Hoover responded, “I can’t 
understand how you can so agiley switch 
your thinking.”

Ten days after than an unofficial
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serialized!®!^ FILED wft-------

1 dent by name. Kennedy served as attor- memo written by Sullivan stated “it is 
I ney general under both Presidents Lyn- obvious to us now we did not put the 
I donB. Johnson and John F. Kennedy. proper interpretation on the facts. . .

J As described by Adams, Robert' We regard Martin Luther King to be the 
i Kennedy initially requested the wiretap most dangerous and ’effective Negro 
a on King but then turned down the wire-! leader in the country.” ‘
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. - Date: DECEMBER 11, 197 5 I
I

Transmit the foPowing in --------------------------------------------- CODE-------- -—----------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code} ’

TELETYPE ^y^GW /UlY'^U |
Via .- ---------------------------------------------------1

(Priority) ;

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (100-16800) (RUC)

ATTENTION: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

IN RESPONSE TO BUREAU NITEL, DEC. 9, 1975, THE FOLLOWING

IS SET FORTH: .

NO MAIN CASE FILE CAN BE FOUND IN NEW ORLEANS’ INDICES

ON THE FOLLOWING NAMES, THOUGH MOST OF THESE NAMES ARE INDEXED

TO OTHER FILES: CORETTA KING; MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR.; ALBERTA 

WILLIAMS KING; CHRISTINE KING FARRIS; MRS. ISAAC FARRIS; CPUSA - 

NEGRO QUESTION; AND STANLEY DAVID LEVISON.

THE FOLLOWING IS AN INVENTORY OF ALL NEW ORLEANS’ MAIN

CASES ON MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.;.HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY RELATIVES 
t^ ^^. rwsy ^ liSrFA

AND RELATED SUBJECTS, LISTED^CHRONOLOGICALLY BY DATE OF CASE 

OPENINGS IN NEW ORLEANS:

(1) NO 100-16849. ’'COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE” (BUFILE 100-43879M)

Searched _ ----- —
Serialized.

't ’ . indexed—————’ •

Approved: Sent ________________ .M per
' Soecid Agent in Charae .

• * V. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 19S9 O - 34S-CS5 (11)
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Date: I

4 Transmit the following in---------- :—-----------------—-------------------- --------- -------------------------------
. (Type in plaintext or code) <

i Via — ________ I

i

■ PAGE TWO NO 100-16800

I THIS FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH

| INCLUDES ANY TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS,

, OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THIS CASE HAS NO SUBFILES. CASE CONSISTS

- OF FIVE VOLUMES, 177 SERIALS.

(2) NO 100-16800. ’’MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; SM - C" 

(BUFILE 100-106670) . .TI1IS FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE 

WHICH INCLUDES NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY 

EXHIBITS. THE FILE DOES CONTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS OF J. C. MEYERS 

AND BILL ADOLPH MERRITT, BOTH OF WHOM WERE INTERVIEWED JULY,

' 1974, REGARDING MATTERS NOT DIRECTLY AFFECTING KING. THIS FILE

CONTAINS NO SUBFILES. THE FILE CONSISTS OF TWO VOLUMES, 144 

SERIALS. । .

(3) iMO 44-1540. ”J. EARL DOWNS, COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC

■ SAFETY, SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA; REV. C. C. MC LAIN; REV. HARRY

; BLAKE; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; REV. WYATT TEE WALKER - VICTIMS;

CR” (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THE FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE 

WHICH DOES NOT INCLUDE TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, 

PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, 

AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME, 69 SERIALS. ’

Approved:  Sent 
Special Agent in Charge

M Per_________________ -
*V. S. aOVERNMSIT PRINTING OFFICE : 1968 O - 346-090 M?
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1 Date; |

Transmit the following in------------------------------------------------------------------ ----- ------ ----------- ------ !
(Type in plaintext or code) '

! Via ________________________ -_______________________ .________.|
- (Priority) ।
i ----------------- ----------- ------------- ------------------------ ---------------------J-^______

PAGE THREE NO 100-16800 .

! (4) NO 157-1122. ’’UNSUBS; BOMBING OF THE RESIDENCE OF

| REV. A. D. W. KING, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, MAY 11, 1963; BOMBING

1 MATTER” (BUFILE 157-881) FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE,

; WHICH DOES NOT INCLUDE TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS,

: PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES,

\ AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF 27 SERIALS.

; (5) NO 157-2184. ’’PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING

| AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACP, MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY 17,

' 1964; RM” (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE

j JACKSON FIELD OFFICE UPON THE OPENING OF THAT OFFICE. THE

REMAINING SERIALS IN NEW ORLEANS SHOW NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR

' TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. NO SUBFILES EXIST,

AND THE REMAINING FILE IN NEW ORLEANS TOTALS 15 SERIALS.

(6) NO 17 3-56 . ’’SPRING PEYTON, MANAGER, HOLIDAY INN .

. MOTEL #1, U. S. HIGHWAY 45 NORTH, MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI, 

JULY 24, 1964; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM; CRA OF 1964” 

(BUFILE UNKNOWN) THE ONLY EXISTING REFERENCE TO THIS CASE IS' 

THE NOTATION THAT THE ENTIRE FILE WAS SENT TO THE JACKSON FIELD 

OFFICE WHEN THAT OFFICE WAS OPENED.

Approved: —__________ _____ ____ ____ _____ Sent __ _._____________M Per
Special Agent in Charge

* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1969 O - 346-090 (11)
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; Date: ।

J Transmit the following in----------------------------------------------------------- ----- ------------------------------- !
' (Type in plaintext or code) ’

’ Via ------ - -------------------- - ------ - -------- -------------------------------- ——— ------ ------------------------------ 1
(Priority) ।

- _______________________________________________________________kr:-------

’ PAGE FOUR NO 100-16800

J (7) NO 100-17122. "COMMUNIST INFLUENCE - RACIAL MATTERS;

? IS - C" (BUFILE 100-442529) FILE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE

i CORRESPONDENCE WHICH CONTAINS NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR

■ TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS

* NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF FIVE VOLUMES, 251 SERIALS.

' (8) NO 157-3345. "UNSUB; ALLEGED THREAT ON LIFE OF

! MARTIN LUTHER KING, JANUARY 18, 1365, SELMA, ALABAMA; RM"

j (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THE FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH

DOES NOT INCLUDE TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS

OR BULKY;EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS

■ OF ONE VOLUME, 34 SERIALS. /

’ (9); NO 157-4225. "PROPOSED ACTIVITY BY NATIONAL KNIGHTS

■ OF THE KU KLUX KLAN UPON MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.’S VISIT TO

ANTIOCH COLLEGE, YELLOW SPRINGS. OHIO, JUNE 18-19, 1965; RM"

i (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE

‘ AND DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS,

PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES,

■ AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF FIVE SERIALS.

Approved: -------------.------------------- -- --- --- _ Sent _________ ._______M Per _______________ .___
Special Agent in Charge 

6 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1860 O - 34G-0M (Ill

.........................................,.,.......... ^.,. .............. ;............ .. .... ,. . ................ ........
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Date: ।

Transmit the fo’'owing in______ ______________ _____________ ________ _________ ___________
(Type in plaintext or code) '

Viai_________________________________________ 1
(Priority) ।

_________________________________ _ _ '___________________________________________________ L-___________

PAGE FIVE NO 100-16800

(10) NO 157-8165 . ’’CONTEMPLATED VISIT OF DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING TO ORLANDO, FLORIDA, JUNE 27, 1966; RM” (BUFILE 

UNKNOWN) THIS FILE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH 

INCLUDES NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR 

BULKY EXHIBITS. IT CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF ONE 

VOLUME OF FOUR SERIALS.

(11) NO 62-3896. "VISIT OF MRS. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

TO NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, SEPTEMBER 24-25, 1966; MISCELLANEOUS 

INFORMATION CONCERNING" (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE CONTAINS 

ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH CONTAINS NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS 

OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS 

NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF FOUR SERIALS.

(12) NO 157-8794. "PROPOSED SPEECH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 

BEFORE LOUISIANA EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION, ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA; 

NOVEMBER 22, 1966; RM" (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE CONTAINS 

ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH ARE TAPES, ELSUR LOGS 

OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE ' 

CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF NINE SERIALS.

Approved: —.------------------------------- ------- -- Sent
Special Agent in Charge

__________ .______ M Per _______ ._____ _ ____
4 0. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1909 O- 346-090 (ID
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