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Galt has been charged with conspiracy and murder in

-—MEMPHIS (AP) — The mysterious Eric Starvo months, although fh^I_did 
in “‘ specify when it was made.

the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
The FBI said in a fugitive warrant issued last 

night in Birmingham, Ala., that Galt, 36, conspired
with a man “whom he al­
leged to be his brother” 
to violate King’s civil 
rights.

The state charge of first- 
degree murder was filed 
against Galt in Memphis, 
where King, 39, Nobel Prize-
GALT SAID N.O. VISITOR

THE FBI statement said a 
.30.06 rifle equipped with a 
telescopic sight found near 
the rooming house shortly 
after King was slain was pur­
chased March 30 in Birming­
ham.

The statement did not con­
nect Galt directly with the

(The FBI reports that Eric ___ , .'- - - - - The FBI released a photo-Starvo Galt, charged to die —- , -murder of Dr. Martin Luther graph of. ,Galt sorted
King Jr. made trips to New 
Orleans. Galt, the FBI said, 
once claimed to have a 1962 
Louisiana driver’s license, but 
there is no record of it. Galt 
was said to have taken danc­
ing lessons here in 1964 or 
1965.) __
winning- civil rights leader,

public aid in finding him. 
Whether this appeal meant
the trail had become cold was 
unclear, but U.S. Atty. Gen. 
Ramsey Clark told a reporter 
in Washington that he felt this 
was not the situation.

THE FBI started hunting
. . .7 Galt a week ago. Agents

was shot to death on a contacted persons
.tel balcony April 4 by a named Galt jn several states 
sniper who fled from a near-i ........................
by rooming house.

FIRST-DEGREE murder in 
Tennessee carries the death 
penalty, although the electric 
chair has not been used in the 
state since 1960.

The maximum penalty un­
der the federal charge of con­
spiracy to violate a person’s 
civil rights is a $5,000 fine and 

. 10-year prison sentence.
There was no further men­

tion in the FBI statement 
about the alleged brother and 
no charge was filed against 
him.

■ FBI Director J. Edgar

in an attempt to find him.
The picture—which had to 

have the eyes “opened” by 
an artist—brought uncertain 
responses from witnesses who 
were acquainted with Galt or 
saw the fleeing sniper.

“Unless he was wearing a

The photo has sharp con­
trast, making hair and fea­
tures very dark.

“It’s very near, but I’m 
not sure,” was the reaction 
of Peter Cherpes, owner of a. 
Birmingham boarding house 
where an Eric Galt stayed 
from Aug. 26 to Oct. 7 last 
year.

“I don’t really know,” 
Cherpes said. “It’s so hard 
to tell. His hair seemed to 
be lighter.”

THE FBI, replying on wit­
nesses apparently, said the 
fugitive had been described 
as a white man, 5-8 to 5-11, 
weighing 160 to 175 pounds, 
with brown hair in a brush 
cut, blue eyes, stfaigiit~n5se.

Persons who have met Galt, 
the FBI reported, described 
him as a loner with a “rural” 
speech and little schooling, 
fond of vodka, beer and hill* 
billy music.

The FBI statement also 
said, “The fugitive is said to ' 
have a nervous habit of occa­
sionally pulling at an ear lobe 
with Ms left hand. His left 
ear protrudes further from 
Ms head than Ms right ear.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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! “GALT SHOULD be consid­
ered armed and dangerous,” 
the FBI release warned.

n ci- i GaK has used the names of saw, said Charles Q. Ste- john Willard and Harvey 
I Lowmeyer, the FBI said. The 

he Slot apparently wm I assassin registered at the 
Ata ” appare uy was | Memphis rooming house un- 

m ' der the name of John Willard.
“THE HAIR is too full and Details °Lthe ?^ged * : 

face is too voune ” he piracy 'Te misang ^ 
But *‘Xens said he ‘the FBI release’ as^were vital

2 £ statistics, such asGait’s 
8ot..a s,de V1C^ <rf the bjrthplacei formal schoo!}tlgi 

employment. The statement
I said

wig or had had a face lift or 
something, it’s not the man I
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Hoover announced in Wash-.
' ington that the conspiracy to , _ 

“injure, oppress, thredtetuoc—filing figure. . 
intimidate” King began “on A source in Birmingham*, 
or ahaukAiarch 30” in Bir- said the photograph was tak- 
minpham. on within the past three
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been a cook on Mississippi riv-l_Galt, told his landlord r
erboatSTTTnerchant seaman 
and “is said to be an avid 
dancer.”

GALT, THE FBI said, is 
the owner of a 1966 white 
Mustang with Alabama li­
cense plates abandoned in At­
lanta the day after King was 
shot to death. I The vehicle 
was left in the parking lot of- 
an apartment project near' 
the Georgia Capitol.

Two white Mustangs were 
parked near the rooming 
house shortly before the shoot­
ing, witnesses have said, and 
both disappeared minutes lat­
er. Some witnesses told of 
a man in a black business 
suit, neatly dressed, walking 
down the steps to the street, 
dropping a rifle and getting 
into a Mustang with either 
Alabama or Arkansas tags.

A BUSINESSMAN said last 
night he was certain the Mus­
tang parked farthest from the 
shooting scene had an Arkan­
sas tag. “I’m clear in my 
own mind,” he said.

The FBI said Galt’s car 
traveled more than 19,000 
miles between Aug. 30, 1967, 
ahate>bought it in Birming­
ham and its abandonment 
last week in Atlanta. There 
were, trips to Los Angeles, 
New Orleans and Mexico, 
the FBI said.

While in . the Los Angeles 
area early this year, Galt 
took a course in bartenffifig* 

; and graduated March 2, the 
i FBI said. In Hollywood, di- 
| rector Tomas Reyes Lau of 
! the International School of 

Bartending said Galt took a 
four-week course but refused 
a job.

LAU SAID GALT turned 
down the job because he 
wanted to visit his brother.

“He never said anything 
about Negroes,” Lau said. 
Similarly, residents of the 
Birmingham boarding house 
did not recall Gett—AsJkkig 

I StrotfiTfacial issues.

time union rolls.

Birmingham he was on vaca­
tion and had worked—-at—In* 
galls Shipyards in Pascagou­
la, Miss. The company had 
no record of him.

Likewise, Galt put “mer­
chant seaman, unemployed,” 
on his application for an Ala­
bama driver’s license last 
year, but no record has been 

■founds of his name on mari-

—AP WIREPHOTO. I 
ERIC STARVO GALT is 
wanted by the FBI for con-; 
spiracy in the slaying of Dr.; 
Martin Luther King Jr. The 
FBI has released the above 
photo of a man identified as 
Galt. The man’s eyes were 
closed in the original picture, 

FBI said, and were drawn 
in by an artist.

—AP WIREPHOTO.
'HALT’S DANCING TEACHERS, KATHY NOR­

TON, 21, an instructor, and ROD ARVIDSON, 46, 
dance school manager, examine a picture of Eric 
Starvo Galt at Long Beach, Calif. They said the 
photo appeared to be of a man named Galt who at­
tended dance school at Long Beach earlier this year. 
GaJUis-wanted for conspiracy in connectionu^th 
the killing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. • ,
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IM
P

i T^< PACING LESSOR 

kGalt Described 
As Quiet Loner

By CHARLES M’FADDEN
LOS ANGELES (AP)—Two men say they told the FBI 

that a man identified as Eric Starvo Galt was a shy, quiet 
man who spent $700 in three months on dancing and bar­
tending lessons.

The managers of a dancing school and a bartending 
school told newsmen yesterday they identified a former 
pupil to the FBI as Galt, who is wanted in the slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., April 4 in Memphis, Tenn.

. ROD ARVIDSON, 46, general manager of National Dance 
Studios, said he notified the FBI Saturday after recognizing 
Galt from a composite drawing in a newspaper.

“He’s certainly no mixer,” Arvidson said, “He had ' 
trouble coordinating one foot with another.”
. A , photograph of Galt circulated by the FBI was ob­

tained Tuesday from the International School of Baftemting»> 
the school’s director said. The director, Tomas Reyes Lau, 
said a man called Eric S. Galt was graduated from the 
Hollywood school March 2 after an excellent record in a 
$225 four-week course, which he attended Saturday mornings 
and Sunday afternoons.

GALT’S APPLICATION LISTED his address as Holly­
wood and. his birthday as and stated he was
single The FBI in Washington, D. C., said the wanted 
man was 36.

As a student of bartending and dancing, not only Lau 
and Arvidson but two dance instructors agreed Galt was 
withdrawn end a loner.

“He just didn’t show anything but a crooked smile and 
a fidgety manner,” said an instructor, Kathy Nolan, 21.

Another instructor, Andreas Jergensen, 46, also talked 
with newsmen.

Arvidson said that a man who signed enrollment records 
as Eric S. Galt took “50 or 60” lessons in social dancing 
over a 2^-month period ending in mid-February and that 
thMfe&HS cost him about $500._ '

SOT BUREAU

(Indicate page, name of -
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GAL t CHARGED In KILLING
OF MAR TIN L UTHER KING
. , , ; T- .oJ ONLY GOT SIDE VIEW by Clark referndJaJImeFederal Complaint Saya j 

Conspiracy Involved

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) 
— A federal complaint 
Wednesday charged the 
mysterious Eric Starvo 
Galt, a white man who has 
been hunted for a week, 
with conspiracy in the April 
4 sniper assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

The FBI complaint 
charges that Galt and a 
man who Galt claimed 
was his brother entered 
into a conspiracy about 
March 29 in Birmingham. 
A warrant for Galt’s ar-

“The hair is too full and the man on the ™’” though this 
face is too young,” said Stevens. was dropped from a later 
He said he only got a side view statement.
of the fleeing man, however. FBI director J. Edgar Hoover 

The FBI did not indicate when said in the Wednesday release 
the photograph was made but a that Galt bought a rifle in Bir-
source said it was taken within mingham about March 30. Only 

’ - a few weeks before, the state-the past three months.
In Birmingham, Galt’s land­

lord for six weeks last fall, 
Peter Cherpes, told The Asso­
ciated Press that the FBI pho­
to might be a picture of Galt. 
“It’s very near, but I’m not 
sure,” said Cherpes. He re­
membered his boarder’s hair 
being much lighter. The FBI 
description said, “Galt has 
brown hair.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

rest' was 
minghain. 
rant was

issued in Bir­
A state war- 

also issued in

ment said, Galt had graduated: 
from a school of bartending in: 
Los Angeles. |

Galt had told acquaintances in: 
Birmingham that he worked in . 
shipyards or on ships, and on a 
driver’s license application he 
jput “merchant seaman, unem-| 
poyed.” ' I

GRADUATED MARCH 2 I

The AP reported Monday that jn Hollywood director Tomas 
Cherpes had identified FBI ^es, !fu «* ^ Intern.“ 
j - r “School of Bartending, said Galt

hf^W}"£S,4aS/^t Ga ^,wkoj graduated March 2 and disap- 
had lived at the Birmingham j peared after refusing a job. Lau 
rooming house from Aug. 26 to| saij gaIt was an excellent stu- 
Oct. 7, !967. , dent .
- An Atlantataxicab driver said: «He new said tw 
^nFB* Future be rdenti^ about Negroes» Lau said” 
a two-block fare the night after There were no Negroes in the

PAGE 1
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NEWORLEANS, LA

King was killed.
■w staying was aurerem t^-M^Ss. King, a Negro, was in 

?ne ra eas.etI Wednesday Memphis to aid siriktirg-ga?-
•‘Thor ic JaHnifnitr r\«^ thn wnn T . * . ' w rThere was no indication “That is definitely not the man I bage workers, most of them 

Negroes.
The FBI said Galt also was

■ from the FBI that other *ick^
persons would be charged S STATEMENT

. Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark,! known as “Harvey Lowmyer” 
with the conspiracy. The ^ went to memphjS affer the and “John Willard.” The assas- 
second man that Galt said slaying of the civil rights lead-! sin registered under the latter i
was his brother was not er, announced in a statement re-1 name. .
identified nor charged leased by the FBI that Galt was ; DESCRIPTION GIVEN

a wifLeC A" FBI statement said Galt
a w iiness in iviempms charge of conspiring to injure, has given his date of birth as 

.said an FBI photograph of oppress, threaten or intimidate t| | has brown hair,
the wanted man does not ing in the exercise of a feder- wears his hair in a brush cut,

Date: 4-18-68

Edition: REDCOMET
Author:
Editor.-GEORGE W. HEALY

Title: MURKIN; ERIC 
STARVO GALT.

resemble the man seen leav-A’’^1;"^ has Wue eyes a
. .. freely travel from state to istraight narrow nose, is be­
ing the scene after the^a(e/> jtween 5-feet-8 and 5-feet-ll andr
shooting. The FBI declined to comment Weighs between 160. and 175.

“Unless he was wearing a wig on whether there might be an pounds. _
or had had a face lift or some- early arrest or if the filing of . The FBI said “the fugitive 
thing, it's not the man I saw,’’ the charge and release of infer- b said to have a nervous hab- 

* it of. occasionally puiling at

or had had a face lift or some- early arrest or if t filing of

said Charles Q. Stevens, a resi- mation indicated ’little headway . . _ .
dent of the Alain Street rooming was being made in iindmg Galt.. $n ear lobe wifa his left hand. 
hmeUmi which the snipflL-UUwas the first disclosure ' “ls ie*‘ protrudes farther 
was believed to have shot King, that authorities had evidence^, hls head tha“ his n’ht 

. SEHtBUREAU <w?S»'Sg.""X*®!
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or
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1-57-^^^
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bought-a-rifle at Birmingham.] 
The bureau did not say speeifH-^ 
cally that this was the rifle thati 
killed King, 

! RIFLE DISCOVERED
But the statement said, “a 

.30.06 rifle equipped with a tele­
scopic site was found near a 
rooming house on South Main 
Street in Memphis immediately
after the fatal ^hooting of Dr. 
King occurred.”' The rooming 
house overlooks; the Lorraine 
Hotel and Motel where King 
was staying.

FBI agents have determined 
that the rifle was purchased 
from a Birmingham gun dealer 
March 30. The sight also was 
said to have been bought from 
the same dealer, whom the FBI 
did not identify.

The FBI said Galt owns a 
1966 white Mustang with Ala­
bama license plates which 
was found abandoned in At­
lanta, Ga., April 11. It was 
bought from a private citi­
zen in Birmingham last Aug. 
30.
The car’s odometer showed it 

had been driven more than 
19,000 miles between late Au­
gust 1967 and early April 1968. 
' The FBI said “Galt’s travel in 

‘the Mustang included trips to 
Los Angeles, Calif., New Or­
leans, La., Birmingham, Ala., 
and Mexico as well as to Mem- 
pEfeTtenn., and Atlanta, Ga. 
Galt was reported to have been 
in Memphis on April 3 and 4, 
1968 and to have departed from 
there for Atlanta.”

A check of New Orleans po­
lice files Wednesday night failed 
to turn up a local arrest record 
of anyone using the name Eric 
Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyerl 
or John Willard. '

OTHER INFORMATION
The FBI said also its investi­

gation had disclosed these 
facts:

—Galt has claimed to have 
been employed as a cook on 
Mississippi river vessels and as 
a merchant seaman.

—He is said to be an avid------ — -------- - w a£Jlu vu uiina BIVUHUIIL UCVC1* 

dancer and took dancing lessons; ages an(j has a preference for 
in New Orleans in 1964 and 1965,ivodka and beer. ne is a fan o{ 
in Birmingham during Septem-; Western and country music.” 
ber and October 1967 and’'in i" The bureau warned that “Galt 
Long^-Reach. Calif., from De-t 
cember 1967 to February 13687 | .

LW’

released these photo- left, an FBI artist drew in the eyes, because

should be considered armed and 
dangerous,” and any informa­
tion concerning him should be 
furnished immediately to the

THE FBI Wednesday released these photo- left, an r bl artist drew in me eyes, ueLausc 
graphs as those of Eric Starvo Galt, whom they were closed as shown in the^r« 
they charged with conspiracy in the slaying picture at right. The FBI said this man has 

<of Dr. Martin Luther King. In the photo at spent some time in New Orleans.
i —Galt left Los Angeles last
iDec. 15 and drove his Mustang 
to New Orleans where he 
claimed he contacted either an 
engineering or a contracting- — - FBI
firm. He left there Dec. 19 and! FBI e no further iden. 
arn^.,ln Los Angeles Dec. 21J tification of the man Galt has 

iH^^lleged to be his brother, would 
area early this year, Galt took a tg where it obtained the 
course at a bartending school^^ and wou]d not dis. 

'close in what connection Galt
' ■ used the Lowmyer alias.

and was graduated March 2.
An FBI description of Galt 

said persons who have met him
“describe him as a loner and 
state his language and diction 
have a rural quality and suggest 
that he probably does not have 
a high degree of education. He
is said to drink alcoholic bever-
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vens, who lives at feMaja 

rooming house from which 
the fatal shot apparently was 
fired.

i®llfftlS (AP) — The mysterious Eric Starvo 
Galt has been charged with conspiracy, and murder in 
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The FBI said in a fugitive warrant issued last

f “THE HAIR is too full and 
the face is too young,” he 
said. But Stevens said he 
only got a side view of the 
fleeing figure.

A source in Birmingham 1 
said the photograph was tak­
en within the past three 
months, although the FBI did 
not specify when it was made.

I penalty, although the electric 

chair has not been used in the 
state since I960.

The maximum penalty un­
der the federal charge of con­
spiracy to violate a person’s 
civil rights is a $5,000 fine and . 
10-year prison sentence.

There was no further men­
tion in the FBI statement

, The photo has sharp con­
trast, making hair and fea­
tures very dark.

“It’s very near, but I’m 
not sure,” was the reaction

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

night in Birmingham, Ala., that Galt, 36, conspired of Peter Cherpes, owner of a.
with a man “whom he al­
leged to be his brother” 
to violate King’s civil 
rights.

The state charge of first- 
degree murder was filed 
against Galt in Memphis, 
gherq King, 39, Nobel Prize- 
GALT SAID N.O. VISITOR ‘

(The FBI reports that Eric 
Starvo Galt, charged in the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. made trips to New 
Orleans. Galt, the FBI said, 
oncexlaimed to have a 19G2 
Louffca tSSver’s license, but 
there is no record of it. Galt 
was said to have taken danc­
ing lessons here in 1964 or 
1955.)
winning civil rights leader, 
was shot to death on a mo­
tel balcony April 4 by a 
sniper who fled from a near­
by rooming house.

‘ FIRST-DEGREE murder in 
j Tennessee carries the death

about’..he alleged brother^nd
no-charge” was filed against-something, it’s not the man I 
him. ■

FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover announced in Wash­
ington that the conspiracy ^® 
“injure, oppress, threaten or 
intimidate” King began “on 
or about March 30” in Bir­
mingham.

THE FBI statement said a
.30.06 rifle equipped with a' nesses apparently, said the 
telescopic sight found near fugitive had been_ described
the rooming house shortly 
after King was slain was pur­
chased March 30 in Birming­
ham.__  cut, blue eyes, straight nose.

The statement did not coas-'-^-Esrsons who have met Galt, 
the FBI reported, describednect Galt directly with the 

rifle.
The FBI released a photo­

graph of Galt and solicited 
pubKe aid in finding him. 
Whether this appeal meant 
the trail had become cold was I_____________________ ___  said, “The fugitive is said to 
unclear, but U.S. Atty. "Gen. j have a nervous habit of occa­

sionally pulling at an ear lobe 
with his left hand. His leftRamsey Clark told a reporter 

in Washington that he felt this 
was not the situation.

THE FBI started hunting 
Galt a week ago. Agents 
even contacted persons 
named Galt in several states 
in an attempt to find him.

The picture—which had to 
have the eyes “opened” by 
an artist—brought uncertain 
responses from witnesses who 
were acquainted with Gait or
saw the fleeing snioer. veuuts «

“Unless he was wearing--a“-i?^?LJ^^ missing from
•wig or had had a face lilt or

saw," said Charles Q. Ste-

Birmingham boarding house 
where an Eric Galt stayed

___ PAGEL
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-----  NEW ORLEANS, LA.
from Aug. 26 to Oct. 7 last 
year.

“I don’t really know,” 
Cherpes said. “It’s so hard 
to tell. His hair seemed to 
be lighter.” —

THE FBI, replying on wit-

as a white man, 5-8 to 5-11,
weighing 160 to 175 pounds, 
with brown hair in a brush

him as a loner with a “rural” 
speech and little schooling, 
fond of vodka, beer and hill­
billy music.

The FBI statement also

ear protrudes further from 
his head than his right ear.”

DateA”18“68
Edison: RED EIASH 
Author:

Edltor:GE0RGE W# HEALY
Title: MURKIN; ERIC
STARVO GALT.

“GALT SHOULD be consid­
ered armed and dangerous,” 
the FBI release warned.

Galt has used the names of 
John Willard and Harvey 
Lowmeyer, the FBI said. The 
assassin registered at the 
Memphis rooming house un­
der the name of John Willard.

Character: RM

or
Classification: 157-/^25^

Details of the alle^OTji-
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' the_EBJj£lease, as were vital 
statistics, such as Galt’s 
birthplace, formal schooling, 
employment. The statement 
said Galt claimed to have 
been a cook on Mississippi riv­
erboats, a merchant seaman 
and “is said to be an avi& 
dancer.”

GA.LT, THE FBI said, is 
the owner of a 1966 white 
Mustang with Alabama li­
cense plates abandoned in At­
lanta the day after King was

। shot to death. The vehicle 
Was left in the parking lot of 
an apartment project near 
the Georgia Capitol.

Two white Mustangs were
parked near the rooming, ____ _ __ ___
house shortly before the shoot-1 i^" unjon rolls.
ing, witnesses have said, and 
both disappeared minutes lat­
er. Some witnesses told of 
a man in a black business 
suit, neatly dressed, walking 
down the steps to the street, 
dropping a rifle and getting..^ 
into a Mustang with either . 
Alabama or Arkansas tags. .

LAU SAID GALT turned 
down the job because he 
wanted to visit his brother.

“He never said anything 
: about Negroes,” Lau said. 
> Similarly, residents of the 
I Birmingham boarding house 

did not recall Galt talking 
about racial issues. _

Galt told his landlord in 
Birmingham he was on vaca- , 
tion and had worked at In­
galls Shipyards in Pascagou­
la, Miss. The company had 
no record of him.

Likewise, Galt put “mer-
chant seaman, unemployed,” 
on his application for an Ala­
bama driver’s license last 
year, but no record, has been 
found of his name on mari-

A BUSINESSMAN said last 
nigETKe’was certain the Mus- 

< tang parked farthest from the । 
’ shooting scene had an Arkan- ; 

sas tag. “I’m clear in my 1 
' own mind,” he said.

The FBI said Galt’s car 
traveled more than 19,000 
miles between Aug. 30, 1967, 
when he bought it in Birming- ; 
ham and its abandonment | 
last week in Atlanta. There 
were trips to Los Angeles, ; 

. New Orleans and Mexico, ’ 
the FBI said. ,

: While in the Los Angeles ' 
area early this year, Galt 
took a course in bartending 
and graduated March 2, the

»<

i$

—AP

ERIC STARVO

3 Z

WIREPHOTO.
GALT is

wanted by the FBI for con­
spiracy in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. The 
FBI has released the above 
photo of a man identified as

_ Galt. The man’s eyes were 
FBI said. In Hollywood,, di- closed in the original picture, 
rector Tomas Reyes Lau of the FBI said, and were drawn 
the International School of in by an artist.
Bartending said Galt took a 
four-week course but_iefnse£ 
a job.
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Weans Man 
Vs Kidnaped 
And Robbed

A “hippie-type” bandit kidnaped and robbed a 
New Orleans man last night after jumping into the 
victim’s car at the New Orleans Lakefront Airport.
- Alfred Crouc 
he was robbed oi 
about 25 years ol^ 
11 inches tall, wi

oft ice
-as

brown hair and wearing 
blue jeans and a blue 
denim jacket. 

Cr 7 52, of 4527 
Bundy rd., told police he was 
robbed of $600. He described 
the bandit as about 25 years 
old, 5 feet 11 inches tall, with 
long brown hair and wearing

Hue»
other rippedl away his right 
rear trousen pocket and re­
moved his Avallet containing 
$110, the ^Ictim reported.

Together they pushed him 
down into the street, he said, 
and the pair fled on foot.

Police also said that John­
nie Oaties, Negro, 2124 S. 
Liberty, reported he was held

- . , .. J . - up at gunpoint by a Negro 
blue jeans and a blue denim, ^jj about 45 years old at 
jacket. - -

>WTOJWlBKfr®o the 
car the bandit produced a 
pfetct^na forced Crouch to-f 
drive'to Chef Menteur hwy.

Josephine and Rousseau yes­
terday and robbed of $210.

Oaties told police mer man"
See ROB— Page 4

On reaching Hwy. 90 and Chef
Menteur Pass, the “hippie” 
told Crouch to stop the ve­
hicle and hand over his 
money. Crouch gave up $600 
and the bandit drove off with
his car.
The holdup man drove to­

ward Slidell. The car was 
found abandoned at the inter­
section of Michoud blvd. and 
Interstate 10, police said.

In another ro/Bery, Gerard 
Van Buren, 29,/901 Voisin st., 
reported he was attacked by 
two7 unidentified men after 
leaving a bug at City Park 
and Canal blvfl. He was walk- 
.ing to, Gen. Diaz and Virginia 
ct., Buren said.1' '
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Wriver Identifies Sketch
ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) — An 

Atlanta taxi driver says an FBI 
sketch matches a rude patron 
who rode with him two blocks in 
northeast Atlanta’s “hippie” sec­
tion a night after Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. was slain.

He said the man he identified 
to an FBI agent in a sketch 
Tuesday was in a hurry and 
rushed from his taxi, flinging 
the fare onto the seat.

The driver, who asked that his 
name not be used, said FBI 
agents have been checking taxi 
trip sheets since a white Mus­
tang, matching the description 
of a car seen leaving the assas­
sination scene in Memphis, was 
found abandoned in Atlanta last 
week.

The FBI continued its “no 
comment” policy. Atlanta police 
said they had received no infor­
mation on the report.

In Birmingham Monday, the 
landlord of a boarding house 
said he was sure the description 
of Eric Starve Galt fit th af-afr a 
man sought by the FBI. “That’s 
KisrUhn sure,” said Peter

Cherpes, 72, referring to the 
drawings. ■

The Atlanta taxi driver said 
the name Galt was not men­
tioned to him by the FBI agent.

He said the agent questioned 
him first about a fare he had 
carried from a nightclub near 
Peachtree and 10th Streets, but 
the driver said he knew the pa­
tron. “and he was not the same 
man.” '

However, the agent then dis­
closed the sketch which ap-' 
peafed to be a type of composite 
photograph, and the driver re­
cognized him as a fare he had 
picked up between 10 p.m. and 
midnight Friday, April 5, about 
four blocks away at Peachtree 
and 14th Streets in front of a 
“hippie” coffee house.. He said 

| the man appeared toJia-4Mi 
i hurry.

soil BUREAU
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FBfthai'ges Eric Gaiv 
As Conspirator In Death

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Mysterious Eric Starvo 
Galt, a March graduate of a bartender school, was 
charged Wednesday night with murder in the April 4 
sniper assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

Nobel-prize winning minis­
ter and world leader of non­
violence.

A state warrant charging first, 
degree murder was issued inj 
Memphis five hours after the) 
FBI announced ^'federal com-; 
plaint charging Galt with con- 

| spiracy in the slaying.
King, 39, was shot to death on 

the second floor balcony of a 
Memphis motel the day after he ' 
returned to lead garbage work-1 
ers in another march. i

Murder is a capital crime in 
Tennessee. ;

The FBI cornplaint charges; 
that Galt, a white man who has :

be a picture of Galt. “It’s very 
near, but I’m not sure,” said 
Cherpes. He remembered his 
boarder’s hair being much ligh­
ter. The FBI description said, 
“Galt has brown hair.”

The AP reported Monday thatj 
Cherpes had. identified FBI | 
drawings as tlie Eric Galt who 
had lived at the Birmingham 
rooming house from Aug. 26 to 
Oct. 7, 1967.

An Atlanta taxicab driver said 
an FBI picture he identified as 
a two-block fare the night after 
the slaying was different from 
the one released Wednesday. 
“That is definitely not the man I 
picked up,” the cab driver said.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

___ PAGE 1

MONROE MORNING
----- WORLD

MONROE, LA.

been hunted for a week, entered 
into a conspiracy about March 
29 in Birmingham, Ala., with a

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, 
who went to Memphis after the 
slaying of the civil rights lead- 

nnounced in a statement re-man who Galt claimed was his er, ai----------  
brother. The FBI warrant wasf leased by the FBI Mat Galt was 
iss3e44&-Birmingham. {being sought as a f“Jtl',e™‘ e

There was no indication that charge of conspiring to Wl>«- 
other persons would be charged I oppress, threaten or in™ 
with conspiracy, nor was the King in tTi® cxericse of a re e 
second man who Galt said waslright, “namely, the light to 

'ihis brother identified or freely, travel from state to
charged. state.”

Police director Frank C. Hol-। A Memphis witness said an Police director Frank C. Hol- 
i FBI photo of the wanted man loman of Memphis said a state 
does not resemble the man who warrant would be drawn tor 
fled the scene after the shcaHiTalt as soon as practiswb.a ~^ 
ing. . ’

“Unless he was wearing a wig
or had had a face lift or some­
thing, it’s not the man I saw,” 
said Charles Q. Stevens, a resi­
dent of the Main Street rooming 
house from which the sniper 
was believed to have shot King.

“The hair Is too full and the 
face is too young,” said Stevens. 
He said he only got a side view 
of the fleeing man, however.

The FBI did not indicate when 
the photograph was made, but a 
source said it was taken within j 
the past three months. j

In Birmingham, Galt's hind ; 
lord for six weeks lastfall; Pe- 
t.er£hai»8S, told TSc"Associatcd 
P'ressthai the FBI photo might

SEE BUREAU
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From IPhoto,

Cabbie Says
ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) — An 

Atlanta taxi cab driver said 
Wednesday night that an FBI 
picture he identified as a man 
he hauled two blocks the night 
after Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. was assassinated was differ­
ent from the picture of Eric 
Starvo Galt released by the FBI 
Wednesday.

“The one the FBI showed me 
was much younger. The face 

, was much thinner. The cheeks 
■ weren’t as fleshy,” said the 

driver, who has asked that he 
. not be identified.

Looking at an Associated 
Press wirephoto copy of the pic­
ture released by the FBI in 
’Vashington, he said, “That is 
definitely not the man I picked 
up and not the one they showed 
me. The only time I’ve ever 
seen that was on television to­
night.”

He said the FBI agent showed! 
him three photographs. “He 
may have shown me that one, 
but that wasn’t the one I recog­
nized,” the driver said.

The driver said he had recog­
nized one of the FBI photo­
graphs as that of a patron he 
carried two blocks in Atlanta’s 
“hippie” section on Friday 
night April 5. He said he re­
membered the man because he 
was rude and threw the money 
on the seat, causing it to fall on 
the floorboard.

Describing the FBI print 
shown to him, he said, “It had a 
necktie, not a bow tie. The tie 
was on crooked ... It had been 

- pulled over to the side. The hair 
vzas the same color but it was 
flatter on top. This man looks 
older. TIiq. other war, about. 118 to 
30. no older than 35.”

re—i-~-»,

THE FBI Wednesday released 
this photo which it identified 
as Eric Starvo Galt, a man it 
charged with conspiracy in 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. The FBI said 
the eyes were drawn in by an 
FBI artist because the eyes 
were closed-- in „the original 
picture. (AP Wirephoto)

Says Photo
Not Of Killer

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - An 
FBI photograph of Eric Starvo 
Galt, charged with conspiracy 
in the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King, does not resemble 
the man seen leaving the scene 
shortly after the slaying, a wit­
ness said Wednesday.

“Unless he was wearing a wig 
or had had a face lift or some­
thing, it’s not the man I saw,” 
said Charles Q. Stevens, who 
lives in the second floor room­
ing house from which the fatal 
bullet is thought to have been 
fired.

“The hair is too full and the 
face is too young,” Stevens said 
after viewing the picture.

Stevens, who said he got only 
a side view of the killer, had 
contributed to the description 
used in composite drawings of 
the alleged assassin.

Bessie Brewer, operator of 
the rooming house, said she was 
unable to tell if the picture was 
of the man who registered un­
der the name of John Willard 
the afternoon of April 4, three 
hours before King was killed, 
and left immediately after the 
shooting.

“I don’t know,” she said. “I 
couldn’t tell you to save my 
soul.”

The FBI did not indicate when 
the picture of Galt it released 
was taken, or under what cir- 
cujnstances the photogt^phz-^aff’ 
obfelSr*1

SHJT BUREAU
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MEMPHIS (AP)-The mys­
terious Eric Starvo Galt has 
been charged with conspiracy 
and murder in the assassina­
tion of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

; The FBI said in a fugitive 
warrant issued last night in 
Birmingham, Ala., that Galt, 

.36, conspired with a man 
““whom he alleged to be his 
brother” to violate King’s 
civil rights.

The state charge of first-.
degree murder was filed 
against Galt in Memphis, 
where King, 39, Nobel Prize­
winning civil rights leader,. 
was shot to death on a mo-. 
tel balcony April 4 by a I 
sniper who fled from a near-, 
by rooming house. I

^kWDEGREE murder hr 
Tennessee carries the death 
penalty, although the electric 
chair has not been used in the
state since ISfiO.
The maximum penalties 

dec the federal charge of con­
spiracy to violate a person's ; 
civil rights is a $5,000 fine and i 
IG-year prison sentence. i

There was no further men­
! tion in the FBI statement I . . .
" GALT SAID’N^Cl'VISITOR ^ an attempt to find him,.

......___.....___________ The picture-which had to
Starve Galt, charged in the: have the eyes “opened” by 

’ murder of Dr. Martin Luther; an artist—brought uncertain

(The FBI reports that Eric

; King Jr. made trips to New I responses from witnesses who 
n.,.._. ^ .. ... „„, . .|j were acquainted with Galt orOrleans. Galt, the FBI said,
once claimed to have a 1282: 

' Louisiana driver’s License, but1

Vas said io have taken danc-

1365.)

iAu($ari&Msa^

him.
FBI Director J. Edgar 

Hoover announced in Wash-; 
ington that the conspiracy to i 
“injure, oppress, threaten or 
intimidate” King began' “on 
or about March 30” in Bir­
mingham.

THE FBI statement said a 
.30.06 rifle equipped with a 
telescopic sight found near 
the rooming house shortly 
after King was slain was pur-1 
chased March 30 in Binning-, 
ham. >
__The statement did. not con­
nect Galt directly with the 
rifle.

The FBI released a photo­
graph of Galt, and solicited' 
public aid in finding him.
Whether this appeal meaar ‘^ lighter.
the trail had become cold was 
unclear, but U.S. Atty. Gen.
Ramsey Clark told a reported 

Jjp Washington that he felt this 
i was not the situation.

THE FBI started hunting 
Galt a week ago. Agents 
even contacted persons 
named Galt in several states

saw the fleeing sniper.
“Unless he was wearing a 

wig or had had a face lift or 
something, it’s not the man I 
saw,” said Charles Q, Sle-

.pens, who lives at the Main I 
, st. rooming house from which 

the fatal shot apparently was 

“SM-MRET

“THE HAIR is too full and 
the face is too young,” he 
said. But Stevens said he 
only got a side view of the 
fleeing figure.

A source in Birmingham 
said the photograph was tak­
en within the past three 
months, although the FBI did 
not specify when it was made. 
The photo has sharp con­
trast, making hair and fea­
tures very dark.

“It’s very near, but I’m 
not sure,” was the reaction 
of Peter Cherpes, owner of a 
Birmingham boarding house 
where an Eric Galt stayed 
from Aug. 26 to Oct. 7 last 
year.

“I don’t really know,” ■ 
Cherpes said. “It’s so hard 
to tell. His hair seemed to ,

___ PAGE 1

STATES-ITEM
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THE FBI, replying on wit­
nesses apparently, said the 
fugitive had been described 
as a white man, 5-8 to 5-11, 
weighing 160 to 175 pounds, 
with brown hair in a brush 
cut, blue eyes, straight nose.

Persons who have met Galt, 
the FBI reported, described 
him as a loner with a “rural” 
speech and little schooling, 
fond of vodka, beer and hill­
billy music.

The FBI statement also 
said, “The fugitive is said to 
have a nervous habit of occa­
sionally pulling at an ear lobe 
with his left hand. His left 
ear protrudes further from 
his head than his right ear.”
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John Willard and Harvey 
Lowmsy^-the FBI said. Tte 
assassin registered at the 
Memphis rooming house un­
der the name of John Willard, 

' Details of the alleged con­
spiracy were missing from 
the FBI release, as were vital 
statistics, such as Galt’s 
birthplace, formal schooling, 
employment The statement 
said Galt ‘ claimed to have 
been a cook on Mississippi riv­
erboats, a merchant seaman 
and “is said to be an avid 
dancer.”

GALT, THE FBI said, is 
the owner of a 1966 white 
Mustang with Alabama li-

I cense plates abandoned in At- 
j lanta the day after King was 

shot to death. The vehicte- 
was left in the parking lot of 
an apartment project near 
the Georgia Capitol.

Two white Mustangs were 
parked near the rooming 
house shortly before the shoot­
ing, witnesses have said, and 
both disappeared minutes lat­
er. Some witnesses told of 
a man in a black business 
suit, neatly dressed, walking 
down thg steps to the street, 
fcffg a rifle and getting 
into a Mustang with either 
Alabama or Arkansas tags.

A BUSINESSMAN said last 
night he was certain the Mus­
tang parked farthest from the 
shooting scene had an Arkan­
sas tag. “I’m clear in my 
own mind,” he said.

The FBI said Galt’s car 
: traveled more than 19,000 
. miles between Aug. 30, 1967, 
when he bought it in Birming­
ham and its abandonment 
last week in Atlanta. There 
were trips to Los Angeles, 
New Orleans and Mexico, 
the FBI said.

While In the Los Angela 
area early this year, Galt 
took a course in bartending 
and graduated March 2, the 
FBI said. In Hollywood, di­
rector Tomas Reyes Lau of 
the International School -of 
Bartending said Galt took a 
four-weok course bu(retad

—BAU SAID GALJ^amfd' 
down the job because he 
wanted to visit his brother.

“He never said anything 
about Negroes," Lau said. 
Similarly, residents of the 
Birmingham boarding house 
did not recall Galt talking 
about racial issues.

Galt told his landlord in 
' Birmingham he was on vaca­
tion and had worked at In­
galls Shipyards in Pascagou­
la, Miss. The company had 
no record of him. -

Likewise, Galt put “mer­
chant seaman, unemployed,” 
on his application for an Ala- | 
bama driver’s license last [ 
year, but.no record has been [ 
found of his name on mari- ! 
time union rolls.

—AP WIREPHOTO, i 
i ERIC STARVO G A LT is I 
wanted by the FBI for con- ‘ 
spiracy in the slaying of Dr. i 
Martin Luther King Jr. The < 
FBI has released the above ] 
j hUj of a man identified as ' 
Galt. The man’s eyes were 
closed in the original picture, : 

afee FBI said, and were drawn 
in by an artist. i
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Massive Manhunt larva
for King Slaying Suspect

Ivan B. Webb, flight—desk
Mysterious Eric Galt Is 

Eluding Police

By BILL JOHNSON
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -The

FBI pressed one of the most 
massive manhunts in its history 
Thursday for shadowy Eric

clerk at the Rebel Motel here, 
said a man registered there un­
der the name of Eric S. Galt on 
April 3. Webb said a white Mus­
tang bearing Alabama license 
plates and Mexican: tourist 
stickers was parked near the
room occupied by Galt A simi- 

Starvo Galt, charged in tho snip- i1^ % W1J 
1 and saidox elavind nf Marfin T„-w* '-'.“•»““_’"’'*_ *. .er slaying of Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. .
But little more was known 

publicly about the alleged assas­
sin of the civil rights leader 
than when his name first arose 
a week ago. It was learned, 
however, that a man registered 
as Eric S. Galt in a Memphis 
motel a day before King was 
killed.

Police agencies continued 
their “no comment” handling of 
queries—including questions 
about a newspaper report that 
the search had spread outside 
tiie country, to Mexico or Cuba. 
And they were silent on any de­
tails at all about a man with 
whom Galt may have conspired 
in the slaying.

WARRANT ISSUED
A murder warrant was issued 

here Wednesday night for the 
36-yetiW’Galt, five hours aft­
er the FBI charged him with' 
conspiracy to violate the civil 

। rights of JCing, The FBI warrant 
charged him with conspiring 
with a man “whom he alleged 
to be his brother.”

King was killed by a single 
bullet the night of April 4 as he 
leaned over the second floor 
railing of a Memphis motel. Po­
lice have said the shot was fired 
from the common bathroom of a

that car belonged to Galt. A! 
white Mustang is believed to 
have been the getaway car after 
the slaying.

NEAT DRESSER
The FBI declined comment on 

the possibility that a man who 
had checked into another motel 
April 3 might have been Galt’s 
brother. ■ .

In Washington, Atty. Gen. 
Ramsey Clark described 'Galt 
Wednesday night as.white, a 
neat dresser, of apparently lim­

ited education and a man with a 
taste for vodka and beer.

He also was described as an 
avid dancer with a liking for 
country and western music.

Police recovered.a 30.06 Rem­
ington rifle with telescopic sight 
soon after King was killed. The 
weapon had been abandoned in 
a doorway near the scene of the 
shooting.

The Birmingham News said in 
a copyrighted story Thursday 
that a gun which the FBI said 
had been purchased in that city 
had been identified in ballistics ' 
tests as the 30.06 rifle which 
lulled King, •

The newspaper also said the 
search for Galt has spread out-’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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CHARLES Q. STEVENS (right), whose 
description of Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
alleged assassin played an important 
part in the composite drawing by Bill 
Harrington (left), staff artist of the 
Memphis Commercial Appeal, said 
Wednesday night the picture released

by the FBI of Eric Starvo Galt was 
“not the man I saw.” Stevens lives in 
the rooming house from which the fatal 
bullet was fired. Galt was charged Wed­
nesday by the FBI with conspiracy in 
the case. (AP Wkephoto)
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-WiSHLVGTOX ( \I’i— 
The FBI today identified 
Eric Starve-Galt, wanted 
for the killing of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr., as 
James Earl Ray, 40, an es­
capee from the Missouri

The

■ X

FBI said he was Kienu-
tied through “a

PAY WAS bpri?3 trussing1 
from.the penitentiary at Jef- .'

and exhaustive search of 1st- ferson City. Mo., April*23.
ent fingerprints’’- uncovered 1967. He was-serving a 20­
in the King case against the year sentence for an armed? 
" - - - robbery in St. Louis and op-’fingerprints of the more than 
53,000 persons for whom want­
ed notices are on fife in the. 
bureau’s identification divi-

erating a motor vehicle with-, 
out the owner's permission, j 

Ray, who had baeirtrfiie 5 
»tf»ii»/trt elninn Idornh 17 JA£/l :?

ZSZZZ23t 

SEARCHED it__ IWEXEPU^.
SERIALI

XAP.R 2 0196’8
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" S^nUeme time in Septem­
ber, 1966, in ths maximum 
security ward at the state 
hospital in Fulton, Mo.

The man known as Galt 
was charged Wednesday with 
the first-degree murder of 
King April 4 in Memphis,. 
Tenn. He also is charged 

i in ‘irtetteraf warrant with con-1 .........।

spiracy and murder in.Jhe 
King assassination? '

A drifter since- he left 
school in the 10th grade at 
Alston, Ill., Ray served as an 
enlisted man in the Army 
from February, 1946, to De-; 
cember, 1948, when he was 
given a general discharge for 

ineptness and lack of adapta­
bility, the FBI said. During 
his Army career he received • 
a three-month sentence at 
hard labor for being. drunk 
and “breaking” arrest. .

THE FBI SAID Ray has an 
arrest record dating at least 
to 1949, when he was convict­
ed for burglary in Los An- ' 
geles. He also was convicted 
in 1952 for armed robbery in 
Chicago and in 1955 for forg­
ing U.S. postal money orders 
in Missouri.

He has served terms In a 
Los Angeles County jail, state 
prisons at Joliet and Pontiac, 
Hf^W.a federal peniten­
tiary at Leavenworth, Kan.

The FBI said Ray has used 
the names of James MeBiW, • 
James Walton, W. C. Herron 
annd James O’Conner.

RAY CLAIMS to have been 
born................  | in Illi­
nois—out the FBI am not say 
where. He is about 5-feet-10, 
weighs 163 to 174 pounds* has 
blue eyes and brown hair and 
two scars: a small one on the 
center of his forehead and an­
other on the palm of his right 
hand.

He has worked as a baker, 
laborer and color matcher.

The FBI said Ray has been 
a federal fugitive since July 
20, 1967 when an FBI com­
plaint was filed at Jefferson 
City charging him withuplav'- 
fully a fleeing from "^Missouri 

’ttrSvoid confinement.
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SUSPECT’S REAL NAME
ISRAY, FBI DISCLOSES

JJJlwhen he served time in Los killing as well as in. the fur-i

*i&i<rGaIt’ Is Identified as 

Ex-Convict

By GARDNER L. BRIDGE
WASHINGTON (AP) - The

Angeles on a burglary chargr*nPtR-Tf room occupied by the 
ARMY DISCHARGE sniper.

This followed his discharge The FBI also has reported re- 
from the Army. The FBI said he covering a white Mustang auto­
served as an enlisted man from mobile in Atlanta, Ga., believed
February 1946 to December 1948

, when he received a general dis- 
elusive Eric Starve Galt, who is (charge for ineptness and lack of

to have been used by-fee^dRer.
(Indicate page, name of 
newspapet, city and state.)

wanted for the killing of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., was 
identified by the FBI Friday as 
a 40-year-old drifter and ex-con­
vict named James Earl Ray.

The FBI said Galt’s real 
identity was, traced through “a 
systematic and exhaustive 
search of latent fingerprints” 
developed in the King case 
against the fingerprints of 
more than 53;W# persons for 
whom wanted notices are on 
file in the bureau’s identifica­
tion division.
Galt is only one of the names 

Ray has used in brushes with 
the law which began, according 
to the FBI dossier, when he was 
21. -

•^JTIiC-ESI said he has used the 
(names of James McBride, 
(James Walton, W. 0. Herron 
land James O'Connor.
' DESCRIPTION GIVEN

adaptability.
; His Army record showed a 
; three-month sentence at hard 
i labor for being drunk and 
I breaking arrest, the FBI said. 
I The bureau’s dossier on Ray 
indicates he has been a drifter 
since he left school in the 10th 
grade at Alston, Ill.

He has worked as a baker, la­
borer and color matcher.

In 1952, according to the FBI, 
he was convicted in Chicago for! 
armed robbery and served two: 
years in Joliet and Pontiac, Ill.! 
state prisons. In 1955, the FBI: 
said, he was convicted of forg-l 
ing U.S. postal money mdetsda! 
Missouri and was confined to] 
Leavenworth penitentiary until! 
1958.- I

The FBI said Ray was sent to| 
the .Missouri State Penitentiary! 
on'March 17, 1960, and spent j

PAGE 1
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some time in September 1966 in; 
the maximum security ward at 

i He was described as aboutT^he«state hospital in Fulton, Mo.| 
‘ The FBI said Ray has listed,

his birth date as | 11
■feet 10, weighing 163 to 174 
(pounds, with blue eyes and 
(brown hair and two scars: a 
small scar in the center of the 

, forehead and another on the 
palm of his right hand.

At the time King was shot and 
killed by a sniper in Memphis, 
Tenn., April 4, Ray was being 
sought on a jail breaking 
charge. -

The FBI said he escaped on 
April 23, 1967, from the Mis­
souri State Penitentiary at 
Jefferson City, where he was 
serving a 20-year sentence for 
armed ronbery in St. Louis..

and his birthplace as Illinois, i
The city clerk at Alton, Ill., i 

Paul A. Price, said a James 
orn there on 
the son of a

laborer. ।
The principal at Alton Senior! 

High School said his records 
showed three James Rays at­
tended the school during the pe­
riod Ray w'ould have been there, 
and he was trying to determine 
whether any of them was the 
man identified by the FBI as: 
Galt. :

The bureau did not say what:
■ Ray who is now being sought 3et of fingerprints in the King'!

-L-rMSSie murder crraTge~~case was matched with those of I 
King slaying, has an ar- Ray but it i3 presUmed. that! 

_]fL.Lecord dating at least to prints were found jm. a jiflel 
dropped nefr the scene of the;

4
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J - —AP WIREPHOTO.
. THESE prison identification pictures of James Earl Ray 
were taken at Missouri Penitentiary Jan. 4, 196S. Ray is 
being sought for questioning in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. The FBI says Ray and Eric Starve 
Galt are the same person. Ray escaped from ^rhng. April
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WASHINGTON’(AP) - Es­
h caped convict James Earl 

Ray, sought as the sniper 
slayer of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., was placed on the 
FBI's “most wanted” list to­
day.

a guy you’re looking for— j 
and in this case there’s been j 
plenty of publicity.” I

The FBI said today Ray I 
“has been the subject of a ; 

■ massive and intensive search” 
since the slaying of King 16

, days ago in Memphis, Tenn.
. , There was no indication the

The FBI said yesteraay a pgj was any closer to catch-
j systematic search of its vast in, Rav than it was Wednes-

fingerprint files identified theLUgupnm lues weuuucu u® d h R t th name -

in Tennessee with' cna« him and ^n^iiS El “ ^ he .alleged to he
murdering King April 4.

THE FBI action today add­ his brother” with conspiring
ed formality to what was al­
ready fact—the escapee from ' 
the Misouri state penitentiary 
is the nation’s most intense­
ly hunted man in years.

Ray was described as an 
avid dancer, a high school . 
dropout, Army reject, a njan^ 
who likes to drink beer and

vodka, and who tugs his ear 
when he’s nervous.

“Ray should be considered 
aimed an"d extremely danger­
ous,” the FBI said.

The suspect is actually the 
11th man placed on the tradi-

to deprive King of his civil 
right to travel from state to 
state. •

Ray fled the Missouri Peni- ' 
ientiary—where lie was serv­
ing the seventh year of a 
20-year sentence for a 1959 

:—prison officials, who said a 
1966 escape try by Raoaf. 
thwarted when he was dis­
covered in a ventilator shaft, 
indicated he succeeded the 
next year by hiding in a truck 
carrying bread from the 
penitentiary bakery to its 
honor farms. .

THE FBI said Eric Staryo 
Galt was one of a"string of 
aliases favored by Ray in fre­
quent brushes with the law be­
ginning when he was 21 years 
old—several years after he 
dropped out of high school in 
the 10th grade.

In addition to the aliases 
John Willard and Harvey Low- 
mver listed on the FBI fugi­
tive warrant, the bureau said 
Ray has also called himself 
James McBride, James Wal­
ton. W. C. Herron and James 
O’Connor.

John Willard was the name 
used by the man who checked 
into a shoddy Memphis room­
ing house overlooking toe Lor­
raine Motel, where King was 

I fatally shot as he stood on a 
balcony and talked with j 
friends. j

The FBI has said Eric Star- | 
vo Galt purchased a 30.0S rifle 

"'in Birmingham five„days-’be- 
fore the assassination. That 
rifle, with a telescopic sight 

I intact, was recovered outside 
the rooming house just after 

i thLassassination...........

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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tional list or “10 most wanted j 
fugitives,” but the search]

| for Ray obviously over- j 
I shadows all others. ;

THE FBI did not make 
clear where it got the finger­
prints which it matched 
against its files to show Galt 
is actually Ray.

But speculation was the 
prints may have been left in 
the rooming house, on the rifle 
or on a 1966 white Mustang— 
since impounded in Atlanta— . 
that witnesses reported seeing , 
leaving the vicinity of the I 
shooting. ;

But while some details re- j 
mained fuzzy, the portrait j 
sketched by the FBI showed . 
Ray as a rather average-look- 1

Date: 4-20-68

Edition: FINAL
Author:
Editor^ORGE W. HEALY 
tku: MURKIN; ERIC 
sTWW—

THE earlier escape attempt 1 
landed Ray in a Fulton, Mo., | 
prison hospital facility for aj 
mental checkup.

“We gave him our Grade A,
'Class I workup,” recalled Dr. 
Donald B. Peterson, hospital

wnue man was #uuCu « , superintendent. “We found.!
list specially “to insure the ] no mental disease or defect !, 
widest possible dissemination । within the law.” j

Wf Ws nhotosraoh and des- I Prison and police recordsji 
showed Ray was bom in Al-j-

FBI. Director J. Edgar 
Hoover said the 40-year-old

' white man was added to the

of Ray’s photograph and des­

cription to help effect, his 
earliest possible location.

When Galt was left off me 
list 'at the time a Wth man

a laborer ofil

ords at the F 
adkkel bat

was added t .• spokesman said the ptwg^ 
reason lot .

sw^ric “attract publicity for pt- Roms.

....... ! ti^ry records listed his moth­
listing fiigitiV8S—^er as Mrs. Lucille Ryan c.

personaliiy trails.
"He was described as Mot-

of^M! and 163 to 174 pounds, 
v with brown hair, blue eyes

^ and small scars on iis-W 
; head and right palm. He’s

Character: RM,

167-/4^^

Submitting Office: N.O., LA

or
Classification:
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said to have a habit of tug-said to have a habit of tug- a bureau spokesman sanTT, , . “^^™»-*m®[ 
ging on an ear when nervons^’Rfe earlier Galt descrintina . . , IS, , e, three-month

„1;„kK shouid have s^ he^report- stretch ft hard labor he re- 
edly” took the dancing les- ; «e ,for beinS « and | 
sons, rather than stating flat- bra^ a^est” while in ; 

ly that he had. i A™? f™ !
THE FBI said Ray was ? to December 1948.

first arrested in 1949 in Los Tbe Army washed Ray out j 
Angeles, v/here he drew an ™ 'general discharge,_say- । 
eight-month jail term for “^ ^ couicn t.

■ .adapt.^ , .-j

JlS" letf ear protrudes alight-
ly further than his right ear.

RAY was said by authori­
ties to have worked at vari­
ous times as a laborer, bak­
er and color-matcher. In ad­
dition, persons who came in 
contact with him while he
was outside prison said he 

I spoke of having worked as a 
j merchant seaman and river- 
I boat cook.

: glory.
Subsequent convictions came

in Chicago, 1952, robbery; in 
Missouri, 1955, for breaking 
into a Kansas City post of­
fice and forging postal or­
ders: 1959, the St. Louis 

ka, favors country and west- “arket holdup and car theft, 
ern music and speaks with a

The FBI said the fugitive’s 
acquaintances called him a 
loner who likes beer and yod-

rural twang. The loner tag 
seemed io conflict with the 
FBI description of him as an 
“avid dancer.” •

In addition, he was arrest­
ed but not convicted liffSSO 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, for
vagrancy; in 1951 in Alton, 
Ill., for driver license viola-
tions; in 1954, Edwardsville,

In more °?,vi0uX m-. for burglary, 
was the FBIs Wednesday' All told, the records show

^^

• j, ill. I ' 2*‘* bvlUj UjV iCVvlUQ OllvW . statement saying Galt took Rav has spent 13 vsars and f 
dancing lessons” inJ\ew Or- 5 months behind bars - not I 
leans in 1984 and 19o5, — a counting detention on charges • 
jfflO^en Ray was sulle!2L^;wfiiCii he wasn’t CMi^,!

i prisoned in Missouri,

| ^^gj^ ■

X/ yvi<O*'*,»^’M’^

w ^ 
/M.

r

' 1 
1

X ^*«**^

11 ^n,*i4WlS

>

» i 3

■1

ERIC STARVO GALT, sought in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., is shown at right in picture 
released hv FBI. JAMES EARL RAY is shown in 
Mwr pictures. The FBI said yesterday Galt

—AP WIR5PH0T0.
and Ray are the same man. Ray is shown at left 
in a 1959 St. Louis police photo; second from left 

"’ in a I960 FBI photo; second from right in a 1966
Missouri penitentiary picture.
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Suspected King Snipe
Is on ‘Most Wanted’List

cdi a jj c i- to attract publicity tor a w 
tr51 Adds rormality_tO|you’re looking for—and in this 

Faekin Search."’ ’“ease there’s been plenty of pub­
 licity.” ‘

attract nnhlWt77or a m„,l drunkenness and bre#ot, to attract publicity tor a R^^ He was discharged in

Bv LEWIS HAWKINS But Hoover obviously decided 
WASHINGTON (AP) - What ? pUbIic atte"fa W3S in °r' 

may be the nation’s most inten- ’ ---------- --------
sive manhunt gained fresh pres­
sure Saturday when the FBI 
placed on its “most wanted” list 
a fugitive convict accused of 
murder in the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

James Earl Ray, a 40-year- 
old habitual criminal, is be­
ing hunted by police from bor­
der to border and beyond for 
the April 4 sniper slaying in 
Memphis, Tenn., of the Negro 
civil rights leader from Atlan­
ta.
The FBI always has limited 

its list of most wanted criminals 
to 10 names but Saturday it 
lengthened this roll of dishonor 
to 11 by adding Ray, a white 
loner known also by the name of 
Eric Starvo Galt and by six oth­
er aliases.

WARRANT ISSUED
In addition to a state first-de­

gree murder warrant issued ir^ 
.Memphis Ray is wanted on fed­
eral charges of conspiracy to 
deny Dr. King his civil rights 
and of flight to escape confine­
ment. The latter traces to his 
April 1967 escape from Missouri 
prison at Jefferson City where 
he was starting his eighth year 
on a 20-year sentence for armed 
robbery.

In announcing the unprece­
dented step of adding an 11th 
name to the “10 most wanted” , 
list, FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover announced it was done 
“to insure the widest possible 
dissemination of Ray’s pho­
tograph and description to 
help effect his earliest possible
location.

APPEAL MADE-
As usual, the FBI is appealing 

to the public for help in spotting 
Its man and—as usual—gives 
implied warning against any ef-

December 1948 for ineptness 
and lack ol adaptability to 
military service.
Dr. King was killed by a sin­

gle shot from a large-caliber ri­
fle white he stood on the balcony 
of his motel room. The bullet re­
portedly came from a cheap 
rooming house about 200 feet 
away. Ray—not so identified un­
til Friday—has been sought 
since the day of the killing

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE 1
fort by a plain citizen to appre;
hend the criminal unaided. ■ u j s-The official language PU®rit^J^^^^
this way:

"Ray should be considered 
armed and extremely danger­
ous Anyone with information 
concerning this fugitive is re­
quested to immediately contact 
fte nearest office of the FBI, 
the telephone number of which 
may be found on the first page 
of local telephone directories."

Reportedly a native of Illi­
nois, Ray is described as about 
five feet, 10 inches tall, weigh­
ing from 163 to 174 pounds. He 
has blue eyes and brown hair 
usually worn short. Forehead 
and right palm bear small 
scars. His nose is narrow, and ।

has a noticeably protruding 
left ear, the lobe of which he 
reportedly tugs at when ner­
vous.
By way of further help in the 

search which the FBI described 
Saturday as “massive and in­
tensive", Ray is reported to 
speak in a “rural” manner and 
in a fashion indicating limited 
education. He is described as 
neat in dress and as an avid 
dancer with a taste for vodka 
and beer.

In addition to armed robbery, 
Ray has been convicted of bur­
glary, forgery of a postal money 
order and unauthorized use of a
motor vehicle. He has been con-

On Thursday, when Rav still “,in Angeles bounty 
was being sought under the

.name of Galt, the FBI filled a ^ at
■vacancy on the list with another uan,.L
name. When asked why Galt . ®!Pn^ “early three .yggrs 
wasn't fhe.nomir.ee at that ^iffl^Hr

•a Spokesman explained -^yj^pt-hr6e-month .— nee for
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Claims King's 
Killer Payoff 
Set in Orleans

New Orleans was the payoff 
point for a. man hired to kill 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Time 
Magazine said in a story ap­
pearing in this week’s issue of 
the magazine.

The magazine said a Mem-
I phis man overheard a Mem- 
| phis businessman “giving an 

unknown trigger man urgent 
orders to kill King on the *•
balcony of his motel, and even 
specifying the price for the .
jcMMW) and the pickup 
point for his fee (New Or­
leans).” '

THE FBI in Washington 
had no comment on the re­
port.

District Attorney Jim Gar- 
risen was out of town and 
unavailable for comment. As­
sistant DA James L. Alcock .
said he had no knowledge that 
the office was investigating , '
any sue report. '

Time said the witness Told > 
the magazine and later the .
FBI of having overheard the 
conversation .

The conversation tended to 
support a theory that the plot 
was a “made-in-Memphis un­
dertaking” according to Time.

The magazine also said that 
“according to several current 
theories, the death of King 
was plotted about three 
months ago in Memphis.’’

At least one Memphis man 'i'^wp'
reported seeing a man rough- ^-t^j'-
ly matching the description 
of James Earl Ray, the sus- 
spect named by the FBI. in •
Memphis last tall.

Kijoas killed April 4 in
Memphis by a s»p®?.—’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Hollywood 
Blonde 
Located

By LOUIS LOMAX
BEVERLY HILLS 

(NANA) — In a startling 
new development, the 
hunt for the person or 
persons responsible for 
the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

" now focuses on a myste­
rious Hollywood blonde 
and a New Orleans indus­
trialist.

The FBI let it be known 
Monday that they were in 
search' of the Hollywood 
blonde but could not locate 

, her. The report was that she 
has “disappeared.”

This reporter located the 
- blonde in question late yester­
day afternoon. She is in her 
mid twenties as reported and, 
EXCLUSIVE STORY ' ’

. (Louis Lomax is a regular 
reporter on Negro affairs for 
North American Newspaper 
Alliance. The news syndicate 
says he has established con­
tact with the underworld and 
has been able to elicit facts 
h the King assassination case 
not known to others.)
as suspected, was a close con­
fidante of James Earl Ray, 
then known as Eric Starvo . 
Galt and the suspected killer 
of Dr. King?*—<s—*

—On Dec. 16, 1967, Ray was’ 
in telephone contact with a 
major New—Osleans indus- > 
trialist, a man who is con-, 
sidered the economic and po>; 
litical “killer” of the com*., 
munity. i

—On Dec. 17, 1967, Ray met; 
in person with this New Or­
leans industrialist. On the day 
of the meeting, Ray was 
registered in a motel in New 
Orleans. The contact between 
Ray and the industrialist was 
made from this motel and the 
meeting with held in “down­
town” New Orleans. -

Investigators are attempting 
to zero in on the "industrial­
ist” in the light of a dis-, 
closure from an inmate out 
of Missouri Prison, where 
Ray once served time and 
where Ray expressed interest 
in an offer of $100,000 put 
up by “Southern business­
men” for anyone who would 
kill Dr. King. This reporter 
has also been able to estab-: 
lish a timetable for Ray that 
leads up to a few. days to 
Dr. King’s assassination: ,

—On Valentine’s Day, Ray, 
who was then living in Room 
408 of the St. Francis Hotel 
along Hollywood Blvd., visit­
ed another girl friend — not 
the blonde —and offered his 

! console TV set for her porta­
ble. The girl accepted the 
swap. Ray loatfetHtf-r portable

INVESTIGATION by this 
reporter revealed that the 
young wcmasuBa? a habitue 
of the Sultan Room and the 

■Rabbit’s Foot, bars along a 
sleezy section of Hollywood 
Blvd. She used several names 
but was known as ‘“Jerri.”

She spent several nights, 
perhaps weeks, with Ray 
(Galt) and on the day Ray 
left Los Angeles on the trip 
that led him to Memphis he 
purchased “Jerri” an air­
plane ticket to a Midwestern 
city where she is now visiting 
with her parents. There is 
some evidence that Ray ar­
ranged to visit with the girl 
and her parents in the Mid­
western city “after I take 

‘ care of some business in the
South.” This was the way 
Ray explained his mission to 
the girl in question. The 
FBI’s search for the girl still 
continues and there is no in­
dication that the agency is 
aware of the girl’s where­

, abouts.

“JERRI” IS important to 
the investigation because of 
her close^latioQghip to Ray 
while he was in Los Angeles.

Ray (Galt) kept this quiet 
: and, on the whole^ remained 
I to himself. However, “Jerri" 
I was in his apartment on sev­

eral protracted occasions and 
the conviction is that she may 
well have information about 
the various contacts Ray was 
known to have made in the 

; South, particularly in New 
i Orleans.
i As important as “Jerri” is 

to the stalled investigation, 
she is overshadowed by addi­
tional information uncovered 
by this reporter about Ray’s 
New Orleans contacts. These 
are the facSrMcjn now be 
published: “ .
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«et in Ms car and told the 
girl he vaa-Mig town.

Although they are tight­
lipped about ^t, the FBI has 

found the portable TV set, 
probably in a Birmingham, 
Ala., roominghouse. .

—Ray was seen on this same 
day in the parking lot of the 
Los Angeles Sears, Roebuck 
store on Pico Blvd.
—Three days later, Ray call­

ed upon a New Orleans fam­
fly and delivered to theta a 
package sent by their daugh­
ter in Los Angeles. The al­
ready published record shows 
that Ray then drove into Ala- 
bama,finally, into Memphis. 

" The 'FBI is having major 
difficulty tracing both the 
elusive blonde and the Near 
Orleans industrialist because 
the trail leads through den- । 
izens of the underworld and 
semi-underworld who flatly 

I-refused to cooperate with law 
enforcement officials; The 
name of the New Orleans in­
dustrialist is not known.

However, this reporter is 
aware of how the telephone 
contact between the indus­
trialist and Ray was estab­
lished. A search is now on 
to 'locate records which will 
reveal both the industrialist’s 
name and telephone number.

Other information develop­
ed by this reporter indicated 
that "Jerri” spoke with a 
foreign .accent and is prob-, 
ably froiiHrnrt the Scan­
dinavian countries. ; . :
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READYS KILL, 
RAY IS QUOTED

Willing to Try for Boun­

ty on King, Says Convict

By JAY BOWLES
DALTON, Ga. (AP) - A con­

victed murderer who was in 
prison with the mysterious 
James Earl Ray, now hunted in 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., said Tuesday he heard 
Ray say he would be willing to 
try to collect $1 million for kill­
ing the civil rights leader.

Raymond Curtis, 40, the same 
age as Ray, is in the Whitfield 
County jail awaiting action on 
appeal of a murder conviction. 
Curtis said he and Ray were 
prisoners at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary when John F. Ken­
nedy was assassinated Nov. 22, 
1963, in Dallas, Tex.

“Another boy said, ‘Well, 
there’s a million-dollar bounty 
to get King.’ King was running 
his mouth pretty good then. Ray 
said, ‘If there is a million-dollar 
bounty on King, I believe I can 
collect it,’ ” Curtis said in an in­
terview.

Curtis said he met Ray in 1955 
when both were prisoners in 
Jackson County jaU at Kansas 
City, Mo. He said they shared a 

. cellfor seven months.
, Then, Curtis said, Ray was 
• transferred to the Leavenworth 
federal prison to serve a term 
for forging postal money orders. 
Curtis said that two weeks later 
he also was sent to Leaven­
worth.

Curtis said he and Ray.were 
in the same 281-cell building at 
Leavenworth and at one point 
were in adjoining cells.

He said after about- six 
months he was transferred to 
the Atlanta prison and did not 
see Ray again until late 1961 or 
early 1962, when Curtis went to 
the Missouri State Penitentiary 
on a 10-yeair armed robbery sen­
tence.

Ray was there, Curtis said, 
serving a 20-year armed rob­
bery sentetK*—Prison records 
confirm that Curtis and Ray 
were inmates at the same time.

The two saw each other “al­
most daily” Curtis said.

It was in the prison yard, Cur­
tis said, that he and Ray saw 
television news reports of Ken­
nedy’s assassination. A few 
days later, he said, a new pris­
oner came in and said that a $1 
million bounty had been put on 
King by a “K-K businessman’s 
association.”

Curtis said Ray did not associ­
ate freely with other inmates. 
“You could pick irim out of a 
Crowd of 2,000 men in the prison 
yard. He would be off to himself 
walking and his mind would be 
somewhere else.”

“The only thing he would 
make a long conversation out of 
was when he was planning 
something and you were a part 
of it,” Curtis said. “Anything he 
did was thoroughly planned. He 
never went off half-cocked.”

Curtis said he heard Ray 
mention a King bounty several 
times. At one point, Curtis said, 
Ray referred to the Kennedy as­
sassination by saying, “Boy, 
probably somebody made a nice 
little penny off of that. I sure 
wish it was me.”

Curtis, who was born in Dal­
ton, said Ray had a soft south­
ern Illinois accent, not a south­
ern drawl. . _

Curtis, who was convicted in 
January 1967, of a robbery mur­
der, is awaiting a decision on a 
new trial motion. FBI agents 
questioned Curtis Sunday and 
Monday.

To his knowledge, Curtis said, 
only one person visited Ray dur­
ing their prison time together,

Curtis talked to reporters 
from his individual 4- by 10-foot 
cell at the Whitfield County jail. 
A bare light bulb illuminated 
the cell. He wore a torn white 
T-shirt, and*Taspfeerry colored 
naiama trousers. .

Curtis said Ray made the 
statements about King to Curtis 
personally aMnoLio a group.

The FBI said the man they 
are hunting has a liking for beer 
and vodka and water. “He liked 
beer, I know that, because he 
talked about it,” Curtis said. 1

Curtis said Ray talked a great 
deal in prison about New Zea­
land, Brazil and Argentina and 
Curtis speculated that he would 
have left the United States for 
one of those countries within 
hours after the slaying if he 
were responsible*
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। The man charged with 
; conspiracy and murder 
f; in the slaying of Dr. Mar- 
| tin Luther King Jr. was 
s registered in a French 
I Quarter motel from Dec. 
’ 17 through 19 of last 

year. ‘
ThiJ--v/-^_, confirmed after 

Ixaiis Lomax, a. newsman

f i

writing for the North Ameri­
can Newspaper Alliance, re­
ported that the suspect, 
James Earl Ray, met a man 
Lomax identified only as “a 
major New Orleans industrial­
ist” at the Provincial Motel, 
1024 Chartres, Dec. 17.

The States-Item has not 
been able to establish the 
identity of this “industrialist” 
or whether he actually exists.

HOWEVER, records of the 
motel show that Ray, now on ■ 
the FBI’s 10 Most Wanted list, 4 
stayed there during the Dec. * 
17-19 period, driving a Mus- 1 
tang auto with an Alabama li- j 
cense. (Authorities in Atlanta I 
are holding a white Mustang j 
which witnesses reported see- I 
ing leaving the scene of Dr. ] 
King's shooting in Memphis : 
April .4?

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Data: 4-24-68
Edition: FINAL
Author:
Editor: GEORGE W. HEALY
Titi.: MURKIN; ERIC 
STARVO GALT, JAMES 
EARL RAY

Character: RM

Classification: 157-/^^^

Submitting Office: Jj ,Q # T.A , 

I | Being Investigated

SEARCHED 

SERIALIZ

R 25 1968
^EW ORLEANS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



; Loma^Ttfxirted that in-
vestigators are searching—for-p-31^ has been able to elicit— 
the “industrialist” (whose facts not known to others in-; the “industrialist” (whose
name still is unknown to 

/them) in the light of a dis­
closure from a Missouri prison 
inmate, who served time with 
Ray, that Ray expressed in­
terest in an offer of $100,000 
put up by “Southern business­
men” for anyon'e who would 
kill Dr. King’ ;

■■ Time magazine reported 
; this week that New Orleans 
Was the payoff point for the 
man hired to kill Dr. King. 
This, the magazine said, was 
based on a conversation over­
heard by a Memphis business­
man.

LOMAX ALSO reported that 
.on Feb. 17, .1968, Ray called.
on an unidentified New Or­
leans family and delivered to 
them a package sent by their 
daughter in Los Angeles.

Asked about the possibility 
that criminal acts leading to 
Dr. King’s death took place 
in New Orleans, District At­
torney Jim Garrison said to­
day, “We’re very interested in 
the case.” —-—

However, the DA said, “we 
have no data at present. The 

«feteaLpeople have not given 
us any information.”

He added that federal au­
thorities have not refused the 
information—they have not 
yet been asked for it. “Now 
that it’s getting this specific,

INVESTIGATION by this 
reporter revealed that the 
TOung woman was a habitue 
oTthe Sultan Room and the 
Rabbit’s Foot, bars along a 
sleezy section of Hollywood 

| Blvd. She used several names 
but was known as ‘“Jerri.”

She spent several nights, 
perhaps weeks, with Ray 
(Galt) and on the day Ray . 
left Los Angeles on the trip i 
that led him to Memphis he 
purchased “Jerri” an air­
plane ticket to a Midwestern 
city where she is now visiting 
with her parents. There is 
some evidence that Ray-ar­
ranged to visit with the girl 
and her parents in the Mid­

Ray is charged with con- wester? ^ “after I take 
spiracy and murder in the' “r® 0,5 ™? business in the 
King slaying, under the name ^th. This was the way 
of Eric Starvo Galt. The FBI 
says Ray and Galt are the 
same man.

Ray registered at the mo­
tel here under the name of 
Galt.

Lomax is a regular reporter 
on Negro affairs for NANA, a 
wire service which provides 

1 news to the States-Item and

We’ll be very much in-
■terested.”

GARRISON STRESSED that 
he means no criticism of fed­
eral investigators in this in­
stance. “They have their own 
problems," he said.

other newspapers around the
nzUiorv—The news syndicate -B2Z,, (Galt) kept tfflr^iiat :

(said Lomax has established

contact with the underworld

terested in the King assassina­
tion case.

HIS STORY, datelined Bev­
erly Hills, Calif., said that in 
a startling new development, 
the hunt for the persons re­
sponsible for King’s death now 
focuses on a mysterious Hol­
lywood blonde and a New Or­
leans industrialist.

The story, as written by 
Lomax, continued: .

The FBI let it be known 
Monday that they were in 
search of the Hollywood 
blonde but could not locate 
her. The report was that she 
has “disappeared.”

This reporter located the 
blonde in question late yester­
day afternoon. She is in her 
mid twenties as reported and, 
as suspected, was a close con-
fidante of Ray, then known----]c;H-s industrialist. Onjbe-day 
as Eric Starvo Galt and the Of the meeting,'^'Ray was
suspected killer of Dr. King.

This was the way 
Ray explained his mission to
the girl in question. The 
FBI’s search for the girl still 
continues and there is no in­
dication that the agency is 
aware of the girl’s where­
abouts.

“JERRI” IS important to 
the investigation because of 
her close relationship to Ray :
while he was in Los Angeles. :

and, on the whole, remained j

to himself. However, “Jerri” 
was in his apartment on sev­
eral protracted occasions^nd" 
the conviction is that she may 
well have information about 
the various contacts Ray was 
known to have made in the 
South, particularly in New 
Orleans.

As important as “Jerri” is 
to the stalled investigation, 
she is overshadowed by addi­
tional information uncovered 
by this reporter about Ray’s ■ 
New Orleans contacts. These 
are the facts that can now be 
published:

—On Dec. 16, 1967, Ray was 
in telephone contact with a 
major New Orleans indus­
trialist, a man who is con­
sidered the economic and po­
litical “killer” of the com­
munity.

—On Dec. 17, 1967, Ray met
in person with this New Or-

registered in a motel in New 
Orleans. The contact between 
Ray and the industrialist was 
made from this motel and the 
meeting with held in “down­
town” New Orleans.

Investigators are attempting 
to zero in on the “industrial­
ist” in the light of a dis­
closure from an inmate out 
of Missouri Prison, where 
Ray once served time and 

i where Ray expressed interest 
i in an offer of $100,000 put 

up by “Southern business­
men" for anyone who would 
kill Dr. King. This reporter 
has also been able to estab­
lish a timetable for Ray that 

. leads up to a few days to 
Dr. King’s assassination*
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Reportedly 
Met with 
N.O. tycoon

The man charged with 
conspiracy and murder 
in the slaying of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. was 
registered in a French 
Quarter motel from Dec. 
17 through 19 of last 
year.

This was confirmed after 
Louis Lomax, a newsman 
writing for the North Ameri­
can Newspaper Alliance, re­
ported that the suspect, 
James Earl Ray, met a man 
Lomax identified only as “a 
major New Orleans industrial­
ist” at the Provincial Motel, 
1924 Chartres, Dee. 17.

The States-Item has not 
been able to establish the 
identity of this “industrialist” 
or whether he actually exists.

HOWEVER, records of the 
motel show that Ray, now on 
the FBI’s 10 Most Wanted fist, 
stayed there during the Dec. 
17-19 period, driving a Mus­
tang auto with an Alabama li­
cense. (Authorities in Atlanta 
are holding a white Mustang 
which witnesses reported see­
ing leaving the scene of Dr. 
King’s shooting in Memphis 
April 4.)
> Lomax reported that in­
vestigators are searching for 
the “industrialist” (whose 
name still is unknown to 
them) in the light of a dis­
closure from a Missouri prison 
inmate, who served time with 
Ray, that Ray expressed in­
terest in an offer of $100,000 
put up by “Southern business­
men” for, anyone who would 
kill Dr. S^*

Time magazine reported 
this week that New Orleans 
was the payoff point for the 
man hired 'UTWDr. King. 
This, the magazine said, was 
based on a conversation over­
heard by a Memphis business­
man.

LOMAX ALSO reported that 
on Feb. 17, 1968, Ray called 
on an unidentified New Or­
leans family and delivered to 
them a package sent by their 
daughter in Los Angeles.

Asked about the possibility 
that criminal acts leading to 
Dr. King’s death took place 
in New Orleans, District At­
torney Jim Garrison said to­
day, “We’re very interested in 
the case.”

However, the DA said, “we 
have no data at present. The 
federa Ipeople have not given 
us any information.”

He added that federal au­
thorities have not refused the 
information—they have not 
yet bees-askfidJor it “Now 
that it’s getting this specific, 

we’ll be very much . in- 
terested^’ ^ .

GARRISON STRESSED that 
he means no criticism of fed­
eral investigators in this in­
stance. “They have their own 
problems,” he said.

Ray is charged with con­
spiracy and murder in the 
King slaying, under the name 
of Eric Starvo Galt. The FBI 
says Ray and Galt are the 
same man.

Lomax is a regular Reporter 
on Negro affairs for NANA, a 
wire service which provides 
news to the States-Item and 
other newspapers around the 
nation. The news syndicate 
said Lomax has established 
contact with the underworld 
and has been able to elicit 

, facts not known to others in- 
| terested in the King assassina- 
: tion cas^___ _ .

MS STORYJajelined Bev- I 
erly Hills, Calif., said that in | 
a startling new development, I 
the hunt for the persons re- ; 
sponsible for King’s death now 
focuses on a mysterious Hol­
lywood blonde and a New Or­
leans industrialist.

The story, as written by 
Lomax, continued:

The FBI let it be known 
Monday that they were in j 
search of the Hollywood 
blonde but could not locate 
her. The report was that she 
has “disappeared.”

This reporter located the 
blonde in question late yester­
day afternoon. She is in her 
mid twenties as reported and, 
as suspected, was a close con­
fidante of Ray, then known 

: as Eric Starvo Galt and the 
suspected killer of Dr. King.

INVESTIGATION by this 
reporter revealed that the 
young woman was a habitue 
of the Sultan Room and the 
Rabbit’s Foot, bars along a 
sleezy section of Hollywood 
Blvd. She used several names’

* but was known as ‘“Jerri.”
I She. spent several nights, 

perhaps weeks, with Ray 
(Galt) and on the day Ray 
left Los Angeles on the trip 
that led him to Memphis he 
purchased “Jerri” an air­
plane ticket to a Midwestern 
city where she is now visiting 
with her parents. There is 
some evidence that Ray ar­
ranged to visit with the girl 
and her parents in the Mid­
western city “after I take 
care of some business in the 
South.” This was the way 
Ray explained his mission to 
the girl in question. The 
FBI’s search for the girl still 
continues and there is no in­
dication that the agency is 
aware of the girl’s where­
abouts. *-«--»
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“JERRI”'is important to 
the investigation ..because of 
her close relationship to Ray 
while he was in Los Angeles. 
Ray (Galt) kept this quiet 
and, on the whole, remained 
to himself. However, “Jerri” 
was in his apartment on sev­
eral protracted occasions and 
tte conviction is that she may 
well have information about 
the various contacts Ray was 
known to have made in the 
South, particularly in New 
Orleans.

As important as “Jerri” is 
rto the stalled investigation, 

• she is overshadowed by addi­
tional information uncovered 
by this reporter about Ray’s 
New Orleans contacts. These 
are the facts that can‘now be 
published:

—On Dec. 16, 1967, Ray was 
in telephone contact with a 
major New Orleans indus­
trialist, a man who is con­
sidered the economic and po­
litical “killer” of the com­
munity.

—On Dec. 17, 1967, Ray met 
in person with this New Or­
leans industrialist. On the day 
of the meeting, Ray was 
registered in a motel in New 
Orleans. The contact between 
Ray and the industrialist was 
made from this motel and the 
meeting with held in “down­
town” New Orleans.

Investigators are attempting 
to zero in on the “industrial­
ist” in the light of a dis­
closure from an inmate out 
of Missouri Prison, where 
Ray once served time and 
where Ray expressed interest 
in an offer of $100,000 put 
up by “Southern business­
men" for anyone who would 
kill Dr. King. This reporter 
has also been able to estab­
lish a timetable for Ray that 
leads up to u-fesu/iays to 
Dr, King’s assassination:

—On Valentine’s Day, Ray, 
who was then living in Room 
408 of the-Str-FTancis Hotel 
along Hollywood Blvd., visit­
ed another girl friend — not 
the blonde —and offered his 
console TV set for her porta­
ble. The girl accepted the 
swap. Ray loaded her portable 
set in his car and told the 
girl he was leaving town.

Although they are tight­
lipped about it, the FBI has 
found the portable TV set, 
probably in a Birmingham, 
Ala., roominghouse.

—Ray was seen on this same 
day in the parking lot of the 
Los Angeles Sears, Roebnck 
store on Pico Blvd.
—Three days later, Ray call­

ed upon a New Orleans fam­
ily and delivered to them a 
package sent by their daugh­
ter in Los Angeles. The al­
ready published record shows 
that Ray then drove into Ala­
bama, finally, into Memphis.

The FBI is having major 
difficulty tracing both the 
elusive blonde and the New 
Orleans industrialist because 
the trail leads through den­
izens of the underworld and 
semi-underworld who flatly 
refused to cooperate with law 
enforcement officials. The 
name of the New Orleans in­
dustrialist is not known.

However, this reporter is 
aware of how the telephone 
contact between the indus­
trialist and Ray was estab­
lished. A search is now on 
to locate records which will 
reveal both the industrialist’s 
name and telephone number.

Other information develop­
ed by this reporter indicated 
that “Jerri” spoke with a 
foreign accent and is prob­
ably from oM.pl the Scan­
dinavian countries.
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Pn&Trr'B tiddy Describes Suspect

JFK Death ‘Inspired’ Ray
Ray was there, Curtis said, 

serving a 20-year armed rob­
bery sentence. Prison records 
confirm that Curtis and Ray 
were inmates at the same time.

The two saw each other “al­
most daily” Curtis said.

It was in the prison yard, Cur­
tis said, that he and Ray saw 
television news reports of Ken­
nedy’s assassination. A few 
days later, he said, a new pris­
oner came in and said that a $1 
million bounty had been put on 
King by a “K-K businessman’s 
association.”

Curtis said Ray did not associ­
ate freely with other inmates. 
“You could pick him out of a 
crowd of 2,000 men in the prison 
yard. He would be off to himself 
walking and his mind would be 
somewhere else.”

“The only thing he would 
make a long conversation out of 
was when he. was planning 
something and you were a part 
of it,” Curtis said. “Anything he 
did was thoroughly planned. He 
never went off half-cocked.”

Curtis said he heard Ray 
mention a King bounty several 
times. At one point, Curtis said, 
Ray referred to the Kennedy as­
sassination by saying, “Boy, 
probably somebody made a nice 
little penny off of that. I sure 
wish it was me.”

Curtis, who was born in Dal­
ton, said Ray had a soft south­
ern Illinois accent, not a south­
ern drawl.

Curtis, who was convicted in 
January 1967, of a robbery mur­
der, is awaiting a decision on a 
new trial motion. FBI agents 
questioned Curtis Sunday and 
Monday.

DALTON, Ga. (AP) — A con­
victed murderer who was in 
prison with the mysterious 
James Earl Ray, now hunted in 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., said Tuesday he heard 
Ray say he would be willing to 
try to collect $1 million for kill­
ing the civil rights leader.

Raymond Curtis, 40, the same 
age as Ray, is in the Whitfield 
County jail awaiting action on 
appeal of a murder conviction. 
Curtis said he and Ray were 
prisoners at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary when John F. Ken­
nedy was assassinated Nov. 22, 
1963, in Dallas, Tex.

“Another boy said, ‘Well, 
there’s a million-dollar bounty 
to get King.’ King was running 
his mouth pretty good then. Ray 
SAitJIClhere is a million-dollar 
bounty on King, I believe I can 
collect it,’ ” Curtis said in an in­

i terview.
Curtis said he met Ray in 1955 

when both were prisoners in 
Jackson County jail at Kansas 
City, Mo. He said they shared a 
cell for seven months.

Then, Curtis said, Ray was 
transferred to the Leavenworth 
federal prison to serve a term 
for forging postal money orders. 
Curtis said that two weeks later 
he also was sent to Leaven­
worth.

Curtis said he and Ray were 
in the same 281-cell building at 
Leavenworth and at one point 
were in adjoining cells.

He said after about six 
months he was transferred to 
the Atlanta prison and did not 
see Ray again until late 1961 or 

- early 1962, when Curtis went to 
the Missouri State Penitentiary 
on alO-yeararmed robbery sen- 
tenciJr^ *

■To his knowledge, Curtis said, 
only one person visited Ray dur­
ing their prison time together.

Curtis talked to reporters 
from his individual 4- by 10-foot 
cell at the Whitfield County jail. 
A bare light bulb illuminated 
the cell. He wore a torn white 
T-shirt,’ and raspberry colored 
pajama trousers.

Curtis said Ray made the 
statements about King to Curtis 
personally and not in a group.

The FBI said the man they 
are hunting has a liking for beer 
and vodka and water. “He liked 
beer, I know that, because he 
talked about it,” Curtis said.
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FBl^HECKING MANY
| The story, as written by Lo-
-max, continued:

The FBI Jet it be known Mon-
A QV D C* dayJ?LLhey were in search of

Lvk\J !the Hollywood blonde but could 
—T“ . . ]time with Ray, that Ray ex-not locate her. The report was

Agents Investigating Link pressed interest in an offer of that she has “disappeared.” 
Involving N 0 $100,000 by “Southern business- _ BLONDE LOCATEDBLONDE LOCATED

The Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation in Washington, D. C.

men” for anyone who would kill This reporter located the 
Dr. King. blonde in question late yester-

INTERESTED—GARRISON iday afternoon. She is in her 
- - ............ - • ;mid twenties as reported and,told The Times-Picayune WedU He also reported that on FebJ^J”

nesday it has been, swamped 17, 1968, Ray called on an ®fi(iantePo{ o’ then known as 
by “rumor stories” regarding! identified family and delivered ™? of Kay, tnen Known as

T a Air

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

the murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King and is checking them all 
out, including one involving New 
Orleans.

The man charged with con­
spiracy and murder in the 
death of Dr. King was regis­
tered in a French Quarter 
motel from Dec. 17 through 
19, of last year, a check by 
newsmen revealed.

This was confirmed after 
Louis Lomax, a newsman 
writing for the North Ameri­
can Newspaper Alliance, re­

____ .__ . .. - Eric Starvo Galt and the sus­a package to them sent by their ,.,.,, , _ Kin?
daughter in Los Angeles. pected killer of Dr. King.

District Attorney Jim Garri- Investigation by this reporter 
son said: “We’re very interest-revealed that the young woman 
ed in the case.” * was a habitue of the Sultan

Garrison was questioned Room and the Rabbit’s Foot, 
------,-------- bars aiong sleazy section of

about the possibility that 
criminal acts leading to Dr. 
King’s death took place in 
New Orleans. He said his of­
fice has “no data at present. 
The federal people have not 
given us any information.”

He added that federal au­
thorities have not refused the

ported that the prime as-. Unformation because they have 
pect, James Earl Ray, met a
man Lomax identified only as 
“a major New Orleans indus­
trialist” at the Provincial Mo­
tel, 1024 Chartres, Dec. 17.
The identity of the “industrial- 

1st”, or _ whether he actually 
exists has not been established.

‘NUMEROUS REPORTS’

not been asked for it. Said
Garrison:

Hollywood Blvd. She used sev­
eral names but was known as 
“Jerri.” .

She spent several nights, per­
haps weeks, with Ray (Galt) 
and on the day Ray left Los An- 

I geles on the trip that led him 
to Memphis he p u wIi-a-M d 
“Jerri” an airplane ticket to a 
Midwestern city where she is

PAGE 1

SECTION 1

TIMES PICAYUNE

NEWORLEANS, LA.

‘Now that it’s get—a&w-wisiting with her parents. 
There is some evidence that Rayting this specific, we’ll be 

very much interested.”
The DA emphasized that he 

means no criticism of federal 
investigators. “They have their 
own problems,” he said.

REGISTERED AS GALT
Contacted regarding the Lo- Ray js charged with conspi-! 

max story, the FBI said it bas and murder in the King! 
T“eiX?d n“ reP°r s ?nd slaving, under the name of Eric 
it is “investigating every logical st^’Galt and the FBI says

arranged to visit with the girl 
and her parents in the Mid­
western city “after I take care 
of some business in the South.” 
This was the way Ray explain­
ed his mission to the girl in 
question. The FBI’s search for 
the girl still continues and there 
is no indication that the agency

Date: 4 —25 — 68

query we get.
The FBI did not elaborate 

further.
Records of the motel here 

show that Ray stayed there 
during the Dec. 17-19 period, 
driving a Mustang automobile 
with an Alabama license. Ray 
has been placed on the FBI’s 
list of Most Wanted Men.
(Authorities in Atlanta are 

holding a white Mustang which

(Ray and Galt are the same
is aware of 
abouts.

the girl’s where-
Edition:

Author:

person. Jerri” is important to the
^„^i,investigatlon because of her- ^ r®Slstered at ^e motel c]ose relationship to Ray while 

.nr* NlaiP nwlannc IltlnOr rnf* nSHU) . _ r . - * _jin New Orleans under the name 
of Galt. '

he was in Los Angeles. Ray
(Galt) kept this quiet and, on

] Lomax, who is a reporter on ^e whole, remained to himself, 
j Negro affairs for NANA, ob-। , ■ However, “Jerri” was in his
। tained his information from con- apartment on several protract-1
I tacts with the underworld, the —— ------ '•■■■" ....

witnesses reported seeing leav-

inews syndicate said, and was 
able to elicit facts not known 
to ethers interested in the case.

His story was datelined. r » r ?. - His story was udwnntu 
mg toe scene of the shooting ofj Beverl HilI Caijf„ and he 
Dr King April 4 in Memphis.) : that in a ncw de.

Lomax reported that J BI in-], veiopmetrt in thc case, the 
vestigators are searching for^ huntH had becomc f^sed 
the ‘industrialist (whose n^ ' on a “mysWious Hollywood 
is unknown to them) in the ligMjiiu..- < ■ -■ - ■

ed occasions and the conviction 
is that she may well have in­
formation about the various con­
tacts Ray was known to have 
made in the South, particularly 
in New Orleans. (

As important as “Jerri” is to 
• the stalled investigation, she is

ef a recent disclosure by a Ml?]' 
esafinprison inmate, who served]

v.™ (overshadowed by additional in- 
। • j ldf • he ^W O^o^® "formation uncovered by this re­

industrialist. m mr a i J porter about Ray’s New Origans SENT BUKLAU contacts. “These are thejacts
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that can now be published: 
wOs Dec. 16, 1967, Ray was' 

in telephone contact with a 
major New Orleans indus­
trialist, a man who is con­
sidered the economic and po­
litical “killer” of the com­
munity.

—On Dec. 17, 1967, Ray met 
in person with this New Or- 

‘ leans industrialist. On the day 
1 of the meeting, Ray was 

registered in a motel in New 
Orleans. The contact between 
Ray and the industrialist was 

f made from this motel and the 
[ meeting with held in “down- 
• town” New Orleans.

DISCLOSURE BY INMATE
Investigators are attempting 

' to zero in on the “industrialist” 
,in the light of a disclosure from 
an inmate out of Missouri Pris­
on, where Ray once served time 
and where Ray expressed inter­
est in an offer of $109,000 put up 

■by “Southern businessmen” for 
anyone who would kill Dr. King. 
This reporter has also been able 
to establish a timetable for Ray 
that leads up to a few days to 
Dr. King’s assassination:

—On Valentine’s Day, Ray, 
who was then living in Room 
Ml of the St. Francis Hotel 

1 along^Tfohywood Blvd., visited-

Another, girl friend — not .the 
blonde—and offered”^ console 
TV set for her portable. The girl 
accepted the swap. Ray loaded 
her portable set in his car and 
told the girl he was leaving 
town.

TV SET FOUND
Although they are tight-lipped 

about it, the FBI has found the 
portable TV set, probably in a 
Birmingham, Ala., rooming 
house. ■

—Ray was seen, on this same 
day in the parking lot of the 
Los Angeles Sears, Roebuck 
store on Pico Blvd.

—Three days later, Ray 
called upon a New Orleans ' 
family and delivered to them { 
a package sent by their 
daughter In Los Angeles. The 
already published record 
shows that Ray then drove 
into Alabama, finally, iKtl 
Memphis.
DIFFICULTY IN TRACING
The FBI is having major dif­

ficulty tracing both the elusive 
blonde and the New Orleans in­
dustrialist because' the trail 
leads through denizens of the 
underworld and. semi-under­
world who flatly refused to co- 
op'er^te with law enforcement 
officials. The name of the New 
Orleans industrialist is not 
known. .

However, this reporter is 
aware of how the telephone 
contact between the industri­
alist and Ray was establish­
ed. A search is now on to lo­
cate records which will re­
veal both the industrialist’s 
name and telephone number.
Other information developed 

by this reporter indicated that 
“Jerri” spoke with a foreign 
accent and is probably from one 
of the Scandinavian'hjuUiltrfes.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

her from there on Sunday.

and said 
more.

icate page, name of 
•paper, city and state.)

he was from BaF year-old son left JBaltimopje ■ 
- March; 24 to go tS MefkJ^;

i ington said if is checking nu- 
| merotis “.rumor stories” on 

the King assassination,; in­
cluding one involving New Or­
leans. . ■ ;

Meanwhile, the Federal Bu- “he wanted to take off, that’s' 
reau of Investigation in Wash- * all”—and that he telephoned

PAGE 1

STATES-ITEM

NEW ORLEANS', LA

Police in northwest 
Mexico say they are ques­
tioning a U.S. citizen who 
they say resembles James 
Earl Ray, wanted on a 
charge of slaying Dr. 

: Martin Luther King Jr.
. In Baltimore, however, the 
arrested man’s mother said, 
“There is just no connection. 
He doesn’t even look like 
him.”

Lt. Roberto Fletcher of the 
Judicial Police Investigation 
Office in Caborca, Mexico, 

. said the man carried a U.S.

LOUIS LOMAX, a newsman 
for the North American News­
paper Alliance, continued to 
follow Ray’s trail between 
Los Angeles and New Orleans

“HE WAS SO HAPPY when 
he talked to me,” said Mrs. 
Kennedy. “He said people 
were so friendly to him there, 
because everything was so 
peaceful and quiet.”
Fletcher said earlier that the 

man he was holding'made a 
telephone call to -Baltimore 
this week asking that money 
be sent to him in Caborca. :

Agents of the Sonora state

passport issued to Daniel !
Davw Kennedy. Fletcher said . . .
theman denied any connect. let alone kill a.human being.”' 
tiofT'Wfttr’King’s assassination Mrs. Kennedy said her 41-

and reported that “it becomes 
increasingly certain” that. a 
Dec. 16, 1967, phone call Ray - . .
made from Houston to New I police were en route to Ca- 
Orleans “will provide the Lclue” to who paid for the as-1 „orca re^rn J^e man to 
cacsinatinn 1 Hermosillo, the state capital,

In Baltimore, Mrs. Pearl E. {^‘cher said. He added that 
Kennedy said an FBI agent -fBI agents were on them way 
told her Mexican authorities !®. ?eT ? J°? Arizona 
were holding her son, Daniel ^ *" J • ’ m
David, because a Mexican po-> ^H01 F^ a ^T3' 
lice officer said he resembled ^ J® ^a^ beard nothing 
the man accused of killing the from M“an authorities and 
Negro civil rights leader ?

“It was impossible for hta» t0 Hermosillo. J-“ 
to do it,” said Mrs. Kennedy. CfNT BUKtnv 
“He wouldn’t even hurt a .fly, ■
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EI EICBER SAID he piskeHfiste" tKo^S ^ ‘” have be­
the man up about 6 p. m. yes- ac ine provincial.
terday in a cafe in Caborca, 
about 80 miles southwest of 
Nogales, Ariz. The officer said 
he took the man in. because 
(rf his similarity to published 
photographs of Ray.

Fletcher said the man cross­
ed the border at Nogales on 
April 7 and told him he had j 

1 walked to Caborca. 1
Police in Ciudad Victoria J

registered at the Provincial-^™™*.. R ™ 
Motel, 1027 Chartres, from 0 Kay-
Dec. 17 through 19 last year. . THE MYSTERIOUS blonde

‘.detained another man briefly i Pcrs°n or persons, involved in 
’ ’10 days ago because he fitted 1 tee assassination has closed 
Lthe general description of Hn on a mysterious Hollywood 
- — ■ ’ blonde who knew Ray betterRay. There have been re- 

7 -ports from several other Mexi- 
■•»can cities of persons spotting 

imen resembling Ray.
’"■ The FBI announced April 17 
T. that it was seeking a man 
•’'identified as Eric Starvo Galt 
? in connection with King’s slay­
>- ing in Memphis April 4.

. facts can be reported as a
$ TWO DAYS LATER, the bu- result of this reporter’s ef-1 
yeau said a “systematic and forts”: j

■. exhaustive search” through its -
fingerprint files revealed that “JAMES EARL RAY spent 

..Galt and Ray, a 40-year-old considerable time as a resi- 
•drifter and prison escapee, dent of the St. Francis hotel 

..^frffirtame man. . along Hollywood Blvd, in Los
Ray fled the MissourfFafr^geles. Each evening at ap- 

’ tentiary April 23, 1967, while ’ proximately 6 o’clock he en- 
serving the seventh year of a tered a public telephone booth 

■ 20-year senterice for robbery !'n ^e hotel lobby and made 
..and auto theft in St. Louis. long-distance, pre-paid calls. 
^> The FBI said Eric Starvo \ “The number of this booth
“Galt was one of a string of ‘is kno™ and an intensive in­
i'aliases used by Ray in fre-■ ^^t’on is under way to 

■ ■ — • • discover whom Ray was call-quent brushes with the law 
• beginning when he was 21 
years old, several years aft­
er he dropped out of high 
School in the 10th grade.

RAY WAS described as 5
‘feet, 10, inches tall, 163 to .

174 pounds, with brown hair, 1S a slogan often used by 
•’blue eyes and small scars Southerners who resent having -
on his forehead and right lost the: Civil War.”

•palm. He was said to have a , The writing on the phone 
Lhabit of tugging on an ear booth wall is surrounded by 
iwhen nervous. His left ear drawings of swastikas and 
protrudes slightly further tee Maltese Cross. Yet an­
..................... other doodling on the wallthan his right ear. - .

The FBI said acquaintances reaas Down with Mexicans,
of Ray called him a loner. Niggers and Martin Luther 

- • • •■ Coon.”who likes beer and vodka, 
favors country and Western “ 1S believed that Ray, 
music and speaks with a teen known as Galt, made the 
rural twang. ’ ^^mgs.

In Washington, the FBI ®11 Jbis could be. certified 
.said it has been swarTfped-jjtey '^en te^ FBI fingerprint 
? With “rumor stories” in the .^^i ^teh tlrrntiifg on ( 
iKing^elaying and is checking -tee wall with that on the back i 
them out. The agency had I
been asked about the revet

LOMAX REPORTED that I friend of Ray has been traced 
j first to Cincinnati and thenRay met a man Lomax identi­

fied only as “a major New 
Orleans industrialist” at the 
motel on Dec. 17.

In a new dispatch today 
from Yuma, Ariz., Lomax re­
ported that the search for the

than anyone else and the 
equally mysterious New Or­
leans industrialist with whom 
Ray maintained constant tele­
phone contact. .

■ Although the FBI investiga-
tion seems to be stymied, Lo-
max yesterday wrote, “Tfe®&e—=—^°tel a few days after King

ing.
“According to people who 

knew Ray, he had a doodling 
habit and the walls of the 

.phone booth involved reveal
that someone had written
‘death before dishonor.’ This- k-^ an answer but the evi­

dence suggests that the party

to Milwaukee. It is certain 
that Ray purchased her ticket 
to visit her parents in the 
Midwest.

It is also certain that she 
left her parents three weeks 
ago and moved into a Milwau­
kee hotel under an assumed 
name and with a man who 
said he was her husband. 
The woman in question is not 
married. .

On April 22, the woman, so 
far identified only as Jerri, 
wrote a Los Angeles friend a 
letter. The letter indicated 
that Jerr.i had moved into the

was assassinated and that she
planned to return to Los An­
geles in two weeks.

The woman is not a suspect 
in the case. Investigators 
hope she can give addition­
al details about Ray’s activi­
ties and contacts.

Lomax . is now following 
Ray’s trail from Los Angeles 
to New Orleans, where Lomax 
said Ray made contact with 
a man “who is probably an 
industrialist and a builder” 
shortly before last Christmas. 
Lomax’ story continued:

“DURING THE trip Ray 
made several telephonic ef­
forts to reach his New Or­
leans contact. The first three 
efforts resulted in a ‘no an­
swer.’ On the fourth try, Ray

he wished to contact was not 
there. «u-x—»

“It is further evident that 
Ray, during the fourth phone 
call, made a date to call his 
contact at 9 o’clock the fol­
lowing evening. This particu­
lar call was made from a 
phone booth near Yuma. At 
approximately 9 p. m. Dec. 
16, Ray contacted his New 
Orleans ally, from a phone 
booth in Houston.

“LATE YESTERDAY after­
noon, another startling devel­
opment occurred. The woman 
known as Jerri, along with 
her ‘husband,’ suddenly van­
ished from the Royal Hotel, 
435 Michigan st., Milwaukee.

“Shortly after a long dis­
tance call from this reporter, 
the woman and the man al­
leged to be her husband sud­
denly checked out of the mo­
tel,” Lomax wrote.

“According to the relief 
clerk who works only on Wed­
nesday, the description of the 
woman’s husband is similar 
to that of James Earle Ray. 
This disclosure adds under­
standing to the FBI press re­
lease that they were search­
ing for Ray near the Cana­
dian border which is not too 
far from Wisconsin.

“Even so, the search for 
the bankrollers of Ray con­
centrates on New Orleans and 
it becomes increasingly cer­
tain that Ray’s phone call 
from the phone booth in Hous- 
t^p wiU provide the clue?'
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Mystery Girl
\-dent-al-the St. Francis hotel 
’ > along Hollywood Blvft-nri«8

In King Case 
'Disappears

A mysterious Hollywood blonde sought for ques­
tioning in the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
has disappeared, the North American Newspaper Al­
liance reported today.

Louis Lomax, the NANA writer who yesterday
identified the woman as a 
confidante of James Earle 
Ray, the man charged 
with murder in the King 
slaying, said the blonde

i known only as “Jerri” van- 
i ished from her Milwaukee ho­
; tel room after he placed a 

longdistance telephone call l» 
her.'

Angeles. Each evening at ap- i 
proximately 6 o’clock he en- I 
tered a public telephone booth 
in the hotel lobby and made. 
long-distance, pre-paid calls.

“The number of this booth 
is known and an intensive in­
vestigation is under way to 
discover whom Ray was call­
ing.
“According to people who 

knew Ray, he had a doodling 
habit and the walls of the 
phone booth involved reveal 
that someone had written 
‘death before dishonor.’ This 
is a slogan often used by 
Southerners who resent having 
lost the Civil War.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

___ PAGE 1

STATES-ITEM

NEW ORLEANS, LA.------- — .... „ - The writing on the phone 
story, datelined Yuma, Ariz., booth wall is surrounded by 
he reported, “It becomes in- drawings of swastikas and 
creasingly certain” that a the Maltese Cross. Yet an-
Dec. 16, 1967, phone call Ray other doodling on the wall 
made from Houston to New reads “Down with Mexicans, 
Orleans “will provide the Niggers and Martin Luther 
clue” as to who paid for Coon.”
King’s assassination. it is believed that Ray,

IN WASHINGTON, the FBI ™n..Swn as Galt, made the 
said it has been swamped 
with “rumor stories” afeeut 

the assassination and is 
checking them out, including

doodlings. »
But this could Se^certrffed 

only when the FBI fingerprint 
experts match the writing onLQMAX SAID the woman

moved into the hotel three

longed to Ray.

him without pressing any 
charges.

Daniel David Kennedy of 
Baltimore, who said he was 
on a walking tour of the state 

Lof Sonora, denied any con­
nection with King’s death. An 
FBI agent, identified only as 
Mr. Smith, said there was no 
resemblance between Kenne­
dy and Ray.

mvvcu unu me uuiei mice th rpvputjnp vMtprdaUJuL?18 Wall With that OH the back 
week, ago with a man »taj Sy was “glfi aVst?> * W*f I®>» 
of Ravtwn S Simi ar t0 that Pr0’'“1 Mote!, 1027 Char­

Meanwhile, Mexican author-17 through 
ities today questioned a U.S. 1 L J renOrted vesterdav 
SifeSiUhey said resembles ^rtea yeste^ay
Ray, the object of a continent- “ S 1 
wide search then only as a maJor
- 1 ■ search, men released New Orleans industrialist” at

the motel Dec. 17.
In the dispatch from Yuma, 

today, Lomax reported that 
the search for the person or 
persons involved in the assas­
sination has closed in on the 
mystery blonde who knew 
Ray better than anyone else 
and the equally mysterious 
New Orleans industrialist 
with whom Ray “maintained 
constant telephone contact.”

Although the FBI investiga­
tion seems to be stymied, Lo­
max yesterday wrote, “These 
facts can be reported as a

THE MYSTERIOUS blonde 
friend of Ray has been traced 
first to Cincinnati and then 

' to Milwaukee. It is certain ; 
that Ray purchased her ticket 
to visit her parents in the 
Midwest. |

It is also certain that she 
left her parents three weeks 
ago and moved into a Milwau­
kee hotel under an assumed 
name and with a man who 
said he was her husband. 
The woman in question is not 
married.

On April 22, the woman, so 
far identified only as Jerri, 
wrote a Los Angeles friend a 
letter. The letter indicated 
that Jerri had moved into the 
motel a few days after King ; 
wAs assassinated and that she

Date: 4-25-68
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LT. ROBERTO FLETCHER 
of the judicial police in Ca­
borca, Sonora, had taken Ken­
nedy into custody from a Ca­
borca hotel.

Lomax today continued to msult of this reporter’s ef-
folio*-the trail between Los 
Angetes-and New Orleans, the 
path which he says Ray f<5T'' 
lowed late last vear. In his

forts":
planned to return to Los An­
geles in two weeks.

, ;—The woman is noLaJiUspect 
it in the case. Investigators

considerable time as a resi-
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hope she can give addjiian=*-i—standing to the FBI press re- 
gWetaite about Ray’s activi- lease that they were search-
ties and contacts.

Lomax is now following ; 
Ray's trail from Log Angeles 

‘ to New Orleans, where Lomax 
said Ray made contact with 
a man "who is probably an 
industrialist and a builder” 
shortly before last Christmas. 
Lomax’ story continued:

"DURING THE trip Ray 
made several telephonic ef­
forts to reach his New Or­
leans contact. The first three 
efforts resulted in a ‘no an­
swer.’ On the fourth try, Ray 
got an answer but the evi­
dence suggests that the party 
he wished to contact was not 
there. ' ~

“It is further evident that 
Ray, during the fourth phone 
call, made a date to call Ms 
contact at 9 o’clock the fol­
lowing evening. This particu­
lar call was made from a 
phone booth near Yuma. At 
approximately 9 p. m. Dec. 
16, Ray*contacted his New 
Orleans ally, from a p h o n e 
booth in Houston.

"LATE YESTERDAY after­
noon, another startling devel­
opment occurred. The woman* 
known as Jerri, along with 
her ‘husband,’ suddenly van­
ished from the Royal Hotel, 
435 Michigan st., Milwaukee.

“Shortly after a long dis­
tance call from this reporter, 
the woman and the man al­
leged to be her husband sud­
denly checked out of the mo­
tel,” Lomax wrote.

“According to the relief 
clerk who works only on Wed­
nesday, the description of the 
woman’s husband is similar 
MhM James Earle Ray. 
This disclosure adds under-

ing for Ray near the Cana­
dian border which is not too 
far from Wisconsin.

“Even so, the search for 
the bankrollers of Ray con­
centrates on New Orleans and 
it becomes increasingly cer­
tain that Ray’s phone call 
from the phone booth in Hous­
ton will provide the clue.”

In Baltimore, Mrs. Pearl E. 
Kennedy said an FBI agent 
told her Mexican authorities 
were holding her son, Daniel 
David, because a Mexican 
police officer said he resembl­
ed Ray.

“It was impossible for him 
-to do it,” said Mrs. Kennedy. 
“He wouldn’t hurt a fly, let 
alone kill a human being.”

FLETCHER SAID he picked 
up Kennedy about 6 p.m. yes­
terday in a cafe in Caborca, 
about 80 miles southwest of 
Nogales, Ariz.

The FBI announced April 
17 it was seeking a man identi­
fied as Eric Starvo Galt in 
connection with King’s slay­
ing in Memphis April 4. Two 
days later, it said fingerprints 

.revealed Galt and, Ray, a„40- 
year-old drifter and prison 

escapee are the same man.
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Ray C am e H ere 
With Brother-- 
Gre
\A Gretna woman wh^ 

the man sought in the 1) 
of Dr. Martin Luther 1 
Jr. on his December, :

on the

They agreed and Ray agreed 
. to bring Stein and his two

vi§it to New Orleans, de- RAY- STAYED at the Pro- nieces, (Rita Rosas’ daugh- j 
jarj^f the. scused- .riayerviiK^ 1927 Cbartyes. ters) ages 7 and 8, to Los An- j 
today as a shy, slight man Charles Stein stayed. 'With geles from New Orleans, 
and a big spender. Mrs. Lee. Mrs. Lee said she last saw

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Mrs. Leroy Lee, the former 
Marie Stein, first saw James 
Earfe Ray the evening of 
Dee. 17 when he drove in 
fnmrti&r’Angeles with her 
brother, Charles Stein, 38.

He was introduced to her 
^Bric Starve Galt, which 
the FBI says is the alias 
Ray frequently used. r

In other developments to-

Describing Ray’s actions, Gault the morning of the 19th 
Mrs. Lee said»^ when he drove the Mustang to

“He kind O^% head, her Burgundy st. apartment 
H* test stood there and didn’t and honked the horn. She 

ahvthine ” ‘ looked out and said:
She described tern as “skin- “Charlie, there’s that guy. 

ny, with light hair. I think his They loaded the car, and 
eyes were light colored.” ®ar 68

B w^ifis from Mrs. Lee’s mother,
who also lives in the French 
Quarter. The four then left 
for Los Angeles.

ny, with light hair. I think his

a
day . in the investigation of 
the ................................ination of the civil

he 
the

and the FBI has tied 
together through finger-

North

OWN A PICTURE of 
she said the man she

1 as Galt ‘‘doesn’t even 
like the guy^ 'However, Mrs. Lee said the mother,

Mrs. Clovina Alonzo^iHlrtBlti 
questioned several times by 
the FBI, first on Easter Sun­
day, then again several days 
ago. (Personnel at the Pro- 

ican Newspa- ' Mrs Ue^said her bro^^
i'^b^>^2n d ^ But Mrs. Lee the only mem. 

ber of the family besides 
Charles to actually see Ray

‘Ctgiyles SteinbasKporhedly 
led Ray and Galt as the

Date:

Edition

Author:

per Alliance reported. - _ ..._____ _
—Mexican authorities ^ send. He’s a swell buy. He 

'^Wni^.S. citethey said won’t let me pay for any-
resembles Ray, the object of thing.”
- 1 ■ Charles Stein told his sister

States-ltem First he left California with a $20 
,.L. .l„ .... ’------ ----  f.. bill and still had it when he
a eonUnerrt-widhseareh, Mt reached New Orleans. ■;
released him without pressing
any charges.

Mrs. Lee, who then lived in brother and their cou 
the French Quarter, said heir rie Martin, work at the! 
brother brought Ray into the tan Room, a Los Angeles b 
apartment and said : ........ ;She said Ray agreed to drive

"This is Marie. Say heif# Charles to New Orleans if he, 
to Eric.” ' ^ Mane and another sister, Rita

hefe, has never been ques­
tioned. ,

Mrs. Lee is an attractive 
brunette, with a dark com- 

and brown eyes.
irance of the 
de, identified 
’was reported 
., a writer for 
lerican News­

Yesterday,

MRS. LEE said bo

su

—■■■ — > , ■ close confidante of R*y-
they arrived ^R^»*<^8®B/?P^?<m*°' foday he said she vanished

0 leave thenesr^ Wallace on the C^^^after he olafied..a long
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dtosUelephone call to her.
Lomax said the w 

moved into the hotel t 
weeks ago with a man wh 
description is similar to ti 
of Ray.

Lomax today continued 
follow the trail between 
Angeles and New Orleans, I 
path which he says Ray M 
lowed late last year. In hM 
story, datelined Yuma, Arl£| 
he reported, “It becomes W 
creasingly certain” that f 
Dec. 16, 1967, phone call Ray 
made from Houston to New 
Orleans “will provide the 
clue” as to who pa 
King’s assassination.

IN WASHINGTON, th^ 
said it has been swa: 
with “rumor stories'

is

ers and Martin Li

a slogan often used by

e Civil War.” 
writing on the 

wall is surrounded ' 
JMngs of swastikas 

if/Maltese Cross. Yet an- 
r doodling on the

lowing evening. This pa^ 
lar call was made fr“**

ne booth near Yuma
ximately 9 p. m. Q 

Ray contacted his 
ans ally, from a p h o fti 

in Houston.

TCHER SAID he picked 
nnedy about 6 pm. yes-

in a cafe' irca,

the assassination an
checking them out.

Lomax reported yesl 
that Ray met a man 
identified only as “a 

w Orleans industria 
: Provincial Motel

It is believed that Ray, 
then known as Galt, made the 
doodlings.

But this could be certified 
only when the FBI fingerprint 
experts match the writing on 
the wall with that on the back 

"#a TV set known to have be­
longed to Ray.

LATE YESTERDAY afj 
n, another startling del 
nent occurred, The wort| 
iwn as Jerri, along wf if?

80 miles southwest of 
es, Ariz.

FBI announced April 
ft was seeking a man identi- 

*d as Eric Starvo Galt in 
Jtaection with King’s slay- 
g in Memphis April 4. Two 
tys later, it said fingerprints

revealed Galt and Ray, a 40- 
her ‘husband,’ suddenly van- year-old drifter and prison 
ished from the Royal Hotel, escapee are the sjme mail.

In the dispatch from 
today, Lomax reported! 
the search for the person dr 
persons involved in the assas­
sination has closed in on the 
mystery blonde who knew 
Ray better than anyone 
and the equally mysterious

with whom Ray “maintained 
constant telephone contact.”

Although the FBI investiga­
tion seems to be stymied, Lo­
max yesterday wrote, “These 
facts can be reported as a 
result of this reporter’s ef­
forts”:

'MAMES EARL RAY spent 
considerable time as a resi­
dent of the St. Francis hotel 
along Hollywood Blvd, in Los 
Angeles. Each evening at ap­
proximately 6 o’clock he en­
tered a public telephone booth 
in the hotel lobby and made 
long-distance, pre-paid calls.

“The number of this booth 
is known and an intensive in­
vestigation is under way to 
discover whom Ray was call­
ing.
“According to people who 

knew Ray, he had a doodling 
habit and the walls of the 
phone booth involved nav^M- 
that someone had written 
‘deash-^uctoffe dishonor.’ This

THE MYSTERIOUS blonde 
iend of Ray has been traced 

t to Cincinnati and then 
’Milwaukee. It is certain 

Ray purchased her ticket 
■‘visit her parents in the 
dwest.

is also certain that she 
her parents three weeks 

b and moved into a Milwau- 
hotel under an assumed 

name and with a man who 
said he was her husband. 
The woman in question is not 
married. k

On April 22, the woman 
“Wrtte a Los Angeles friend a 
letter. The letter indicated 
that Jerri had moved into the 
motel a few days after King 
was assassinated and that she 
planned to return to Los An­
geles in two weeks.

The woman is not a suspect 
in the case. Investigators 
hope she can give addition­
al details about Ray’s activi­
ties and contacts.

Lomax said Ray made con;, 
tact with a man “who is 
probably an industrialist and 
a builder” in New Orleans 
shortly before last Christmas. 
Lomax’ story continued:

435 Michigan st., Milwaukee.
“Shortly after a long dis­

tance call from this reporter, 
the woman and the man al­
leged to be her husband sud­
denly checked out of the mo­
tel,” Lomax wrote.

“According to the relief 
clerk who works only on Wed­
nesday, the description of the 
woman’s husband is similar 
to that of James Earle Ray. 
This disclosure adds under­
standing to the FBI press re­
lease that they were search­
ing for Ray near the Cana­
dian border which is not too 
far from Wisconsin.

“Even so, the search for 
_ jhe bankrollers of Ray con­

centrates on New Orleans and 
it becomes incraasiagly—cer­
tain that Ray’s phone call 
from the phone booth in Hous­
ton will provide the clue.”

The American questioned 
by Mexican authorities today 
was Daniel David Kennedy of 
Baltimore, who said he was

was no
Kennedy and Ray.

the state 
id any 

death, 
entified 

there 
between

“DURING THE trip Ray 
made several telephonic ef­
forts to reach his New Or­
leans contact. The first three 
efforts resulted in a ‘no an­
swer.’ On the fourth try, Ray 
got an answer but the evi­
dence suggests that the party 
he wished to contact was not 
there. ^j— 
a “It is further evident that 
Ray, during the fourth phone 
call, made a date to cgll Hs 
contact at 9 o’clock the rol-

Lt. Roberto Fletcher of the 
judicial police in Caborca, So­
nora, had taken Kennedy into 
custody from a Caborca hotel.

In Baltimore, Mrs. Pearl E. 
Kennedy said an FBI agent 
told her Mexican authorities 
were holding her son, Daniel 
David, because a Mexican 
police officer said he resembl­
ed Ray.

“It was impossible for him 
to do it,” said Mrs. Kennedy.

alone kill a human TSng^”
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A Gretna woman who saw the man accused of murder-i 
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has described James Earl 
Ray as shy, thin and a big spender. '

Mrs. Leroy Lee, the sister of Charles Stein of Los An­
geles, who hitched a ride to New Orleans with Ray (alias

The discrepancies have 
fueled speculation that pet, 
haps Ray and Galt actually 
are two persons, or that
or more persons used 
name Galt. -

No official statement 
been issued to rebut this

two 
the

has

Eric Starve Galt) last year, Mrs. Lee said she last saw
said she first saw Ray on i Ray when he drove his white 
n.. -I Mustang up in front of her

------------  the­
ory. However, as the massive 
search for King’s killer en­
tered its fourth week, FBI 
sources who had refused to 
discuss any aspect of the in-

Dec. 17, 1967. ,
When introduced, Ray waS

using the name of Galt. Mrs.
house and honked the horn.
“I looked out and said, ‘Char-i

Lee said that she was living lie there’s that guy<
on Burgundy st. at the time
she met him.
Galt drove Stein to her apart­

ment and she was introduced 
to him as “Eric.”

“He just kinda hung his 
head. He just stood there and 
didn’t say anything.”

MRS. LEE SAID he was 
“skinny, with light hair. I’m 
positive he had light hair and 
I think his eyes were light.”

Her brother told her that 
getting a ride from California" 
with Ray was “a Godsend,” 
adding that Ray was “a swell 
guy. He wouldn’t let me pay 
for-enylhirtg. I left with $20 
and I got here with $20,” 
Mrs. Lee said her brother told

They loaded the car, picked. 
up the children from Mrs. 
Alanzo’s and left, she said.

Mrs. Alanzo has been con­
tacted several times by the 
FBI, the first coming on Eas­
ter Sunday, the same day­
agents questioned employes of 
the motel where Ray stayed.

MRS. LEE, the only mem­
ber of the family in New Or­
leans who saw Ray, has not

vestigation insisted, .though 
not for attribution, that Ray 
and Galt are the same per- 

J son.
“We know there’s only one 

person involved here,” said 
one official. “We’ve got his 
fingerprints and we know who 
he is.”

Although the FBI now in­
sists the- man it seeks is 
Ray,- it never has amended a 
conspiracy complaint against 
Galt—charging that Galt had 
conspired with “an individ­
ual he alleged to be his broth-

.. er” to violate King’s civil 
been contacted by the FoV-riglits-to change the name 
—Louis Lomax, a writer for to Ray. »
the North American News-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspapefj city and state.)
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STATES-ITEM

NEW ORLEANS, LA.

her. ,
Ray stayed at the Provin­

cial Motel, 1024 Chartres, 
while Stein stayed with Mrs. 
Lee on Burgundy.

Ray had planned to leave 
the next day, Dec. 18, but 
Stein told,his sister that Ray 
was going to “have to stay 
another day on business.”

Ray checked out of the Pro­
vincial Motel on Dec.-19.

paper Alliance, has said that 
a New Orleans industrialist 
financed Ray in the assassi­
nation of Dr. King.

Lomax wrote yesterday that 
his investigation indicates that 
a “Dec. 16, 1967, phone call 
Ray made from Houston to 
New Orleans will provide the 

I clue as to who paid for King’s 
assassination.”

। A former prison buddy of 
| Ray’s has been quoted as say­
' ing that Ray told him he was 
i offered a huge sum to kill

Dr. King.

i Galt Contradictions
THE ACCUSED assassin cdi

took stein and two of his Flayed Down by FBI
nieces back to Los Angeles ’ 
in his white Mustang. The J 
two girls, about 7 and 8, had ; 
been visiting with Stein’s, : 
mother, Mrs. Clovina Alanzo, 
who lives in the French Quar­
ter. The children are„ the _ 
daughters of Stein’s sisler7* 
Mrs. Rita Rosas of Los An-

WASHINGTON (AP)-FBI 
officials are quietly trying to 
play down contradictory de­
scriptions of the appearance 
and habits of James Earl Ray, i 
alias Eric Starve Galt, the elu­
sive escaped convict charged 
With the murder dt-DF.'Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. . _
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station owner. ' ' had taken dancing lessons in
—This is but one of a series of' New Orleans durar^' time
disturbing contradictions and 
apparent FBI distortions dis- 

| covered during this reporter’s 

four-day retracing of Ray’s 
December, 1967, automobile ! 
4rip from Los Angeles to New ; 
’.Orleans. Ray made the trip- 
.ion Dec. 15 with the Hollywood ,

the agency’s other reports 
and records showed that Ray 
was in prison.

isohgwriter Charles Stein as a
By LOUIS LOMAX driving companion. Stein is . 

co, iw8. North American Newsoopei'making the drive with this
Alliance) '

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.
—An FBI search of the 
1966 white Mustang driv­
en by James Earl Ray, 
alias Eric Starvo Galt, the 
alleged slayer of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr., un­
earthed Green Stamps 
that were issued as a re-

THE FBI HAS been forced 
to admit that the finger­
prints, circulated during the 
early days of the manhunt, 
were not those of Ray. The 
blame for this, according to 
the FBI, must be assumed by 
the warden of the Missouri 
State Penitentiary. The ward­
en, the FBI claimed, issued 
mistaken fingerprints on Ray 
when the convict escaped.- 
from prison in April, 1967.

This means two things: (1) 
Had Ray been arrested after 
his escape from. prison, he 
would not have been held by

’reporter. ' ■

THE FBI REPORTS indi­
cate that cigarette butts and 
ashes were found in the ash 
tray and on the floor of the 
white Mustang when it was 
found in Atlanta. I have been 
on the road with Stein, Ray’s 
December driving companion, . ^ joea] arresting officers 
for two days -and he dis- as a fugitive; (2) had Ray 
tinctly recalls that Ray did been arrested immediately 

suit of a purchase at a not smoke. . "after the slaying of Dr. King
the mistaken fingerprints 
would have confused the in-

(Indicate page, name of (
newspaper, city and state.)

___ PAGE 1

___ STATES-ITEM

NEW ORLEANS, LA..

The FBI reports indicate 
-that Ray was in Los Angeles 
until March 27; he is report­
ed to have bought the murder 
weapon in Birmingham on 
March 30. This reporter dis­
closed last week that Ray 

,. . delivered a package to the
confirm the finding by teie- jKw Qr]eans family of one 
phone. of his Hollywood girl friends

The Birmingham gas sta- during his last week there.

Birmingham, Ala., gas 
station in mid-February' 
of 1968.

This reporter learned of the 
Green Stamps while here in 
San Antonio and w>as able to

would have led to his release.

tion owner said the stamps i
were issued at his station, : THE SEQUENCE of events, 
and he also identified a pic- then, is clearly impossible. 
tuixUif-Ray as tliat of the ; The FBI interviewed the fam- 

iilyjollowing my disclosure
. (NANA writer Louis Lomar 

continues to investigate the as­
sassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. for the States- 
Item and other NANA sub­
scribers. This is one of a se­
ries of articles his efforts have 
produced.)

’*ohfie incident and confirmed 
that Ray had delivered the 
package. The trip from Los 
Angeles to Birmingham via 
New Orleans is in excess of 
2,500 miles. Ray could not 
have driven that route, par- 

‘ Ocularly in a Mustang, in the
man involved in the trans- ! S°r* “
action. The state owner re- : 27 311(1 March 20‘ 
calls the transaction because
the white Mustang had a 
clutch problem.

FBI REPORTS consistently 
place Ray in Los Angeles as 
a student at dancing and bar­
tending schools at the time 
of the gas station transaction. 
However, these reports are

There is an outside chance 
that the trip could have been 
accomplished if Ray had a 
driving companion as he did 
in December. There have 
been no indications that he 
did have a companion.

These contradictions and 
confusions are compounded 
by others that have occurred
during the investigation intoWdhdpllengedby the slat^^ng me o Dr King The

Went of the Birmingham gas . s - g 1 Ur g’ —e

THE SIGNIFICANT fact is 
that the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation had mistaken 
fingerprints of Ray up until 
last Wednesday. Had Ray 
been arrested in Atlanta, 
then, on the day he parked 
the white Mustang, the 
Georgia authorities would 
have been attempting to 
identify him by matching his 
fingerprints against a set of 
prints that belong to some­
body else.

There there are the incred­
ible omissions that have been 
discovered during this report­
er’s trip back into the life and 
activities of Ray. Apparently 
it never occured to- the FBI 
to retrace Ray’s trip with 
Stein as this reporter is do­
ing in search of the phone 
booth from which Ray made 
hasty calls to someone in New 
Orleans.

Apparently it also did not 
i occur to the FBI to investi- 
i gale ths possibility mat Ray 

was in telephone contact with 
New Orleans while he was still 
in Los Angeles. This reporter
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Francis Hotel last Wednesday. The key, then, lies in lo- 
WWis of the booth .yere eating the phone booth’-afcrrg-
covered with graffiti. One line 
read “Down with Mexicans, 
niggers, and Martin Luther 
Coon.”

THE FATAL oversight was 
the FBI’s failure to uncover 
the console television set Ray 
gave to a Hollywood girl friend 
in return for her portable TV 
set. The swap occurred around 
Valentine’s Day—February 14 
—and Ray told ,the girl he was 
leaving town. ’

Ulis reporter found both the 
girl friend and the television 
set. The back of the television 
set contained handwriting be­
lieved'to be that of Ray and 
can be matched against the 
graffiti on the walls of the 
telephone booth.

A clear reading of this 
makes it all but certain that 
Ray took three trips to New 
Orleans between Dec. 15 and 
the end of March. There was 
the trip of Dec. 15, which 
Stein and I are now retracing; 
there was a second trip that
began on Valentine’s Day. yond the single actor.” 
Finally there was the trip that The attorney general made
began a few days before the 
end of March and culminated 
in the-dcath of Dr. King.

THE VALENTINE’S DAY 
trip explains the Green Stamp 
transaction in the middle of 
February. It also explains the 
mysterious phone call to the 
Alabama Department of Mo­
tor Vehicles requesting that a 
duplicate of “Galt’s.” driver’s 
license be sent to a Birming­
ham boarding house.

The license was mailed on 
March 1, the day before Ray 
is alleged to have graduated
from a Los Angeles dancing
school. It is clear that RaH^^ to speak at an
- - - ................ - 3- Emory University,Jjw—Bay■ “dropped out” from the school 

■;for several days to make the 
second trip.

v The one unassailable fact is 
’ that Ray did make these trips.

And that he was in telephone 
contact with someone in New
Orleans. Ray told Stein that 
his contact was an important 
K5ffiU*a contractor and 
builder. . , „

the highway from which these 
calls were made. Telephone 
company officials believe they 
can trace the calls if the booth 
can be located.

Charles Stein remembers 
graphically the gas station 
from which the calls were 
made. We are now in the gen­
eral area of the station. Our 
hope is to locate these phone 
booths before completing the 
journey. 

was responsible for the assas­
sination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., according to U.S. 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark.

Clark made the statement 
when questioned by newsmen 
about a possible conspiracy 
behind the King death.

“We could make a long, 
long list— as long as^ the 
imagination of maTTruimeth— 
of people who could possibly 
be involved in this,” Clark 
said, “but there’s no signifi­
cant evidence that it does be-'
yond the single actor.”

no mention by name of James
Earl Ray, who has been 
charged by the Federal Bu­
reau of Investigation with con­
spiracy in the April 4 murder 
of King.

Clark did say he still feels 
sure ah arrest will be made 
soon.

“I was hopeful an arrest 
would be obtained before 
now,” he said. “The indi­
vidual being sought is a very 
difficult situation and it will 
be difficult for him to avoid 
arrest.”

Clark was in Atlanta over

luncheon.
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[SayTKughive' Was with' S!™™1® 
’ Her Brother

her Milwaukee hotel room af-.
Stein has reportedly identified ter he placed a long ‘STsiance 

Ray and Galt as the same, and: telephone call to her. ,
the FBI had connected them! He said she had moved into

'A Gretna woman said Thurs-through fingerprints.
day that she saw James Earle Mrs. Lee said her brother said 
Ray, the man sought in the^y was a “godsend. He’s a 
killing of Dr Martin LutherSwe11 ^ He won’t let me Pay mung ot nr. Martin Butner-or stein had told
Kmg Jr., during his December, sister that he left California 
1967, visit to New Orleans. .with a $20 bill and still had it 

She described the accused When he arrived here.

I th e hote) three weeks ago with

a man whose description isi 
similar to that of Ray. I

FOLLOWING TRAIL
Lomax on Tuesday was fol­

lowing the trail between Los 
Angeles and New Orleans, the 
path he says Ray followed last 
year.

' rie Martin, work at the Sultan . His story ^as datelined Yuma, 
— - - . Anz., and he wrote: “It be- •

man as a shy, slight man and a ^rs. Lee said both her 
big spender; brother and their cousin, Ma-1
• „ . ■ . , , , *iv luuiuut nvixi u* *uc uui.ciu
t ^*e w0?an *s Heroy Room, a Los Angeles bar. 
Lee, the former Mane Stem,? she said that Ray agreed to 
who said she first saw Ray the ^nye stein to New Orleans if 
evening of Dec. 17 when he te Marie, and another sister, 
arrived flHnr drivtnrr frnm T aoi      ’ . _ . /arrived after driving from Los
Angeles with her brother.
Charles Stein, 38. '

Ray was introduced to her 
as Eric Starve Galt, which the 
Federal Bureau of Inyestiga-

Rita Rosas, would sign a peti-
tion to get Alabama ex-Gov. 
George C. Wallace on the Cal-

comes increasingly certain” 
that a Dec. 16, 1967 telephone 
call 'Ray made from Houston 
to New Orleans “will provide 
the clue” as to who paid for 
king’s assassination.

tion says is an alias that Rayl.-. -., . 4
. / • Tto’Hsmg Stein and his twonsed frequently. - - -

ifornia presidential ballot on l In Jis ^st report Wednes- 
the American Independent p’ ^e said Ray met a man 
Party ticket here L°max identified only as 
They agreed and Ray agreed^ major New Orleans Indus-

• * -. . , Q . nolict” or Iha MaaI ran folirialist” at the local motel.

Mrs. Lee, • then living in. the 
French Quarter, said her broth­
er brought Ray into the apart­
ment and said:

“This is Marie. Say hello to 
Etic*^'

nieces, Rita Rosas’ two young 
daughters, to Los Angeles from 
New Orleans, said Mrs. Lee.

LEFT ON DEC. 19

Lomax reported that the 
search has closed in on the 
mystery blonde and the New 
Orleans industrialist. He 
wrote: * _She said she last saw Ray on, ... .

Dec. 19 when he drove hi^W? ""James Earl Ray spent eon-
tang to her Burgundy st, apart­
ment and honked the horn. SheIn other developments Thurs­

day, the mysterious Hollywood looked out and said: “Charlie, 
blonde sought for questioning in there’s that guy.” ,
the case disappeared from a They loaded the car and Stein 
Milwaukee hotel room, accord- and Ray picked up the girls 
ing to the North American from Mrs. Lee’s mother, and 
Newspaper Alliance, and Mexi- the four left for Los Angeles, 
can authorities questioned and. Mrs. Lee said the mother has 
then released a U. S. citizen1 been questioned by the FBI sev-
they said resembled Ray.

DELAYED DEPARTURE
eral times, first on Easter Sun-

_________ day, then again several days
Mrs. Lee said that Ray and ago. Personnel at the Provincial

her brother arrived on Dec. 17 Motel were also questioned on
and were to leave the next day, Easter Sunday.
but stayed another day because Th e dissappearance of the 
of what Ray called “business.” Hollywood blonde, who has

dderable time as a resident 
if the St. Francis Hotel along 
lollywood blvd. in Los An- 
;eles. Each evening at ap- 
iroximately 6 o’clock he en- 
ered a public telephone booth 
n the hotel lobby and made 
ong distance pre-paid calls.

“The number of the booth 
is known and an intensive 

, investigation is under way 
. to discover whom Ray was 
calling.

, “According to people who 
:new Ray, he had a doodling 

, labit and the walls of the phone 
iooth reveal that someone had

Ray stayed at the Provincial been identified only as “Jerri,” written ‘death before dishonor. 
"Motel, 1027 Chartres, asd Stein was reported bv Louis Lomax, This is a slogan often used by 

- - - -- - - -’- •• ...:.... . Southerners who resent havingJuvlCt) Ivwl viiu j r « UvlliaAj

• stayed with Mrs. Lee. In de-writer for the North American 
scribing Ray’s actions, she said: Newspaper Alliance.

. “He kind of hung his head. Lomax identified her as a, .
-He just stood there and didn’t confidante rf Ray in a daqLjie continued that the writing 
say anything.” She said ne was on Wednesday, and on Thurs- ‘

ost the Civil War.”
DRAWINGS FOUND

on the phone booth wall is sur-
“skinny, with light hair. I think day said she vanished from rounded by drawings of swasti-
HS^^idSflre light colored.” I . kaa-antHteMaltese «Gr3s£"Jfn-

other doodling on the wall reads,

(Indicate page, name of r»
newspaper, city and state.)

___ PAGE 1

SECTION 1

TIMES PICAYUNE

NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Date: 4“26“68
Edition: -

Author:
Editor:GEORGE W._ HEALY
Title: MURKIN; ERIC

STARVO GALT, JAMES 
EARL RAY 

Character: RM ’

or
Classi ficatlon: 157- 
Submitting Office: N .0 . , LA . 
| ] Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



‘husband,’ suddenly’ vanished 
and Martm Luther Coon.’ from the Royal HotrJU^chi- 
i- rePorted that it is be- gan st., Milwaukee.
heved that Ray, then known as 
Galt, made the doodlings.” 

He said this could be certi­
SIMILAR DESCRIPTION

“Shortly after a long distance
fied only when the FBI finger- caU from this rePorter, the 
print experts match the writ- ^’Q^aan and the man alleged to
the back ttat t" ,be her husband checked out of
we hack of a TV set known to mntpl
have belonged I. Bay. ‘ «AcS„g l„ the relief clerk 

! who works only on Wednesday, 
the description of the woman’s 

1 husband is similar to that of 
James Earle Ray. This dis­
closure adds understanding to 
the FBI press release that they 
were searching for Ray near 
the Canadian border which is 
not too far from Wisconsin.

; The blonde friend of Ray was 
graced first to Cincinnati and 
( then to Milwaukee. Lomax said 
it is certain that Ray bought 
her ticket to visit her parents 
in the Midwest. He said it is 
also certain she left her parents 
three weeks ago and moved into 
a Milwaukee hotel under an as­
sumed name and with a manZ e uT ana t “ a man “Even so, the search for the 

aid he was her husband, bankrollers of Ray concentrates 
JOman 18 not married, he ,on New Orleans and it becomes 

00 T , (increasingly certain that Ray’s 
s story (phone call from the phone booth 

contmued, the woman wrote to ;in Houston will provide the 
a friend in Los Angeles, indi- (clue.”

■ wrote.

eating that she had moved into ■ The American arrested by 
lire hukl a few days after King ^Mexican officials because they 
was assassinated and that she (thought he resembled pictures 
planned to return to Los 'A^trf-the man wanted in the slay- 
geles in two weeks. ing of Dr. King was released

NOT SUSPECT Thursday after questioning.

the hotel a few days after King

The woman is not a suspect. 
Investigators hope she can give 
additional details about Ray’s 
activities and contacts.

Concerning Ray’s trip to New 
Orleans last December (Lomax 
said the man be contacted “is 
probably an industrialist and a 
builder”) his story continued:

During the trip Ray made 
several telephonic efforts to 
reach his New Orleans contact. 
The first three efforts resulted 
in a ‘no answer.’ on the fourth 
try, Ray got an answer but the 
evidence suggests that the par­
ty he wished to contact was not 
there. I

“It is further evident that' 
Ray, during the fourth phone 
call, made a date to call his 
contact at 9 o’clock the follow­
ing evening. This particular call 
was made from a phone booth
near Yuma. At approximately^ - .p. m., Dec. 16, Ray r<intactyu^ust wanted to get out by
his New Orleans ally, from a 
phone booth in Houston.

“Late yesterday (Wednesday) 
gtfernoorj, another startling de­
velopment occurred. Ttte'WtKTan 
known as Jerri, along with her

Thursday after questioning.
Daniel David Kennedy, 41, of 

Baltimore, had nothing but 
' praise for Mexicans upon his re­
lease.

According to police in Hermo­
sillo, an FBI agent identified 
only as Mr. Smith said Kennedy 
did not look like James Earl 
Ray, the fugitive wanted on 
charges of slaying King.

DETAINED 24 HOURS
He had been detained 24 hours 

after police in nearby Caborca 
arrested him.

“I guess anyone else would be 
mad, but I can’t be angry with 
these people,” Kennedy said. 
“They thought I looked like 
James Ray and they were only 
doing their duty.”

Kennedy arrived in Mexico 
March 27 and was hiking to 
Baja California when he was ar­
rested about 80 miles south of 
the border.

myself and think,” he said. , 
“I just hope Americans don’t 

think Mexico is a bad place to 
go after this. I’ve never met 
people like the ones who have 
given me their homes these past 
few weeks.”

After police finished question­
ing Kennedy they took him to a 
restaurant for breakfast and 
then drove him back to Cabor­
ca. 14—=*—=—

“I’ve got a lot of friends in 
Caborca,” he commented. “I 
want them to know I’m not the 
man who killed Martin Luther 
King. I don’t know what kind of 
a man that would be.

“I’m just sorry the police 
had to waste their time on me 
instead of continuing their 
search for the real killer.”

In Jefferson City, Mo., War­
den Harold R. Swenson of the 
Missouri Penitentiary said 
Thursday that an erroneous 
set of fingerprints was circu­
lated briefly a year ago when 
Ray escaped from confine­
ment there. J_z-

Swenson said the mistake 
was discovered immediately 
by the Kansas City Police De­
partment and the correct 
prints were promptly mailed 
to all those points that had 
received the original wanted 
poster issued on Ray.
The mistake “has had no ef­

fect” on the search for Ray, 
claimed Swenson.

In Atlanta, Ga„ however, 
Maj. Barney Ragsdale, director 
of the Georgia Bureau of Inves­
tigation, disagreed with Swen­
son, claiming that his office had 
never received the correct 
prints.

Atlanta Detective Supt. Clin­
ton Chafin said his offjcgjid-not 
get the revised flier either, and

.the same negative .report came 
from state police Georgia and 
Alabama.

“They never sent us one,” 
said Ragsdale. “If they had, we 
would have corrected it.”

Ragsdale went so far as to 
say that there was a possibility 
that Ray might have been ar­
rested at one time and released 
because of incorect identity by 
officers using the wrong flj£U_
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in

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

' (This is the fifth of a se 
-,Of reports by Laois Lo 
Negro reporter, who has 
retracing the route of Ja 
Eart Ray and Hollywood sa 
waiter Charles Stein from 
Angeles io New Orleans, s 
tog clues to Ray’s action. F 

‘ - By LOUIS E. LOMAX 
’t©/ 1968, Norih .America.'

; Alliance) -
. ^SAN ANTONIO- The 
Station phone booth f 
which James Earl Ray, 
leged slayer of Martin Lu 
King, talked long distal 
with his New Orleans eon 
on the night of Dec. 16, 1 
has been located.

The call was one of two 
tplt5>hone contacts Ray made 
that night with the New Or- 
TpsSlgman who is believed to
life the “cashman” I 
^ay, then known as 
Starvo Gault.

behind

CHARLES STEIN, the Hol­
lywood songwriter who made 
the Dec. 15 trip with Ray, 
and this reporter located the 
gas station at about 1 a.m. 
Identification of the phone 
booth climaxed a Mour 
search in the area.

. Telephone company officials 
In Texas are now attempting 
to locate records that wifi 
show precisely whom Ray 
was calling. From conversa­
tions between Ray and, Stein 
aS they drove from Los An­
geles to New Orleans, it has 
been established that Ray , 
said his contact was a New 
Orleans industrialist. ’ 
. The, eyact location of the

hone cor

officials can locate the rec-.

Before leaving Los Ange­
les, Stein gave me a detailed 
description of the gas sta­
tions where the two phone 
sails were made. The fiq| 

; was placed at approj 
ely 8 p.m. Dec. 16 inj 
lively small town. Hij

90 ran through the 
i Stein recalled that 9 
te into the station, on | 
it hand side of the ra

Y, ACCORDING to S 
! out of the car, told, 

dant that he did 
t gas, and raced to 

he booth left of the sti

4

led the station had a' 
roof that jutted out from । 

main building to the gas 
np area. He said the jut- 
J roof area was flooded 

»ith continuous light.
" The first 24 hours of the 
Search proved fruitless be­
cause of the manner in which 
Stein’s memory works. He next small town, where they neveF ”« a watch and has lled ^ a ^^  ̂
great difficulty recalling Ray had put

on, reasoning that his skid had 
been caused by a smooth tire.

En'!r^“event occurred in ttr1 
morning or in the afternoon.
He knew, for example, that
ha left Los Angeles ^ Friday, A CHECK ^1  ̂Wath. 
Dec. 15, and arrived in New
Orleans on Sunday, the U# 
but he could not recall 
approximate departure orW. 
rival times.

Cross checks with Stein’s 
family in Los Angeles estab­
lish that he and Ray departed 
at about noon on Dec. 15. A 
check with Stein’s mother in 
New Orleans disclosed that 
he and Ray arrived at her
home shortly after noon 
Sunday.

After having plotted 
trip as carried out with 
two men taking turns at 
wheel, we determined

on

the 
the 
the 
ap­

proximately where they would 
have been at 9 p. m. Dec. 16,

placed.
THIS TIMETABLE poW

tolocate the gas slaUsaJa- 
"WVed did Stein begin to com­
pletely relive toe mp. He to 
membered that after toe last 
phone call, he, Stein, took over 
toe driving and immediately 
hit a road under construction. !

After three hours of driving 
a®# covering more than 125 
miles, we found the stretch of 
highway. The location of the 
“bump road” suggested that 
our original calculations were 
off by 500 miles.

Then Stein’s memory pro- 
&iced these facts: he and Ray 
drove through a snowstorm on 
.Mr first night out, Dec. 15. 
-®re, they detoured south 
deeper into New Mexico to get 
Out of the storm.

The two men ate breakfast 
8t Las Cruces, N. M., early on 
the morning of Dec. 16. They 
then drove into El Paso, Tex., 
30 miles, where Ray bought 
a new tire for the white Mus­
tang. The tire was not put on 
the car there. Ray drove on 
into San Antonio and skidded 
off the icy road. Stein took 
the wheel and drove to the

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

___ PAGE 1

STATES-ITEM

NEW ORLEANS, LA.

.> icy foads. 
ast in Las 

, , d the weather fac­
tors, it became clear that the 
phone calls were made some­
where after El Paso rather 
than between San Antonio and 
Houston as first thought.

Stein, struggling to recall de­
tails of a five-month-old trip 
that meant nothing to him at 
the time, remembered that 
Ray was short on gas as he 
drove through a small town. 
As they passed the last gas 
station in the town, -Ray re­
marked that the station was 
across the road, which had a 
divider, and that he would get 
gas at the next station, which 
he guessed would be a few

to me Houston area.
er a search of that anSMftaied ®»ve about three miles with­

out coming on a gas station.
Stein recalled this ektulVBb-
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cause once they returned to 
the “ilgllM/ay' they jndsed—did 
come upon a gas station about 
a mile from where Ray made 
the U-turn back to the small 
town.

STEIN AND I found the 
town. The road divider is there 
and we bought our gas at the 
same Phillips 66 station where 
Ray bought his.

From these fixed points it 
was just a matter of time be­
fore Stein, who was driving 
my rented car at the time, 
slammed on the brakes and 
then pulled into a gas station.

“This,” he shouted, “is it.
Thank you, Jesus!”

The station has the jutted 
roof. The lights are continuous. 
And as I sat in the car, as 
Stein had done with Ray in 
December, and watched Stein 

i_ r^ce abound the left side of 
*tne station to the hiddeajjkeee"* 
booth, I became convinced' 
that indeed this was the place.

The location of the booth is 
so uncommon and an abut­
ment which makes it all but 
invisible even from the front 
of the gas station are so 
unique, even in Texas, the 
odds are a million to one 
against the existence of two 
such phone booths.

But only Stein’s identifica­
tion of the booth matters. A 
citizen of the semi-underworld, 
Stein is a ruthlessly honest 
man when he wishes to be. 
Stein’s only reward, or pay­
ment, for taking the trip along 
with me would be to help pro­
vide critical information that 
j^ads^tathose involved in the 

' death of Martin Lutfce&JEatg.
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