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CI contacted on 4/6/68, and said he had no 
information from any of his contacts that there were 
any disturbances or contemplated acts of violence to 
be committed in the Martinsburg, W. Va., as an after­
math of the assassination of Reverend KING.
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(Mount Clipping In Spi

FBI Chocks" 
On Leads 
In Killing

Funeral Services
For Rights Leader 
Tuesday In Atlanta

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI)-A 
massive Federal m a n h unt 
spread through the South to­
day for the assassin who killed 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and plunged the na­
tion into mourning.

It appeared that the sandy­
haired, sharp-nosed rifleman 
had fled Tennessee with a 
$155,000 price on his head. At­
torney Gen. Ramsey Clark 
said the investigation has 
“spread several hundred miles 
from the borders of Tennes­
see.”

FBI agents, he said, are fol­
lowing leads in “several parts 
of the country.”

Mr. Clark had said yester­
day that “we are very close 
to making an arrest.” But two 
days after the 39-year-old 
Nobel Peace Prize winner fell 
dying from a bullet on the bal­
cony of his hotel room, the 
slayer remains at large.

Memphis Police Chief Frank 
L. Holloman said he, too, is 
optimistic about an arrest but 
he used the phrase “event­
ually.”

The body of Dr. King will ; 
lie in state in Sisters’ Chapel 
of Spelman College in Atlanta 
until 4 p. m. Monday when it 
will be borne in a procession ‘ 
to Ebenezer Baptist Church.

The funeral will be held at , 
10:30 a. m. Tuesday in the 
church where the civil rights 
leader and his father were ao- 
pajstors. After the funeral, the 
body will be taken to More­
house College for another 
brief service.

, ‘ Ilie main speaker^ at jhe, 
funeral will be Dr. Benjamin, 
Hayes, retired president of 
Morehouse, Dr. King’s alma i 
mater.

Federal flags were ordered 
flown at half staff but in near­
ly 50 cities across the nation 
mourning turned to violence. 
At least 20 persons died, 
scores were injured and 
troops were called in to aid 
police in many cities.

Rewards totaling $155,000 
were posted in Memphis for i 
Dr. King's killer. (

In addition, a group of busi- i 
nessmen put up $25,000 in an ! 
effort to settle the sanitation i 
worker’s strike that brought ; 
Dr. King to' this Mississippi J 
River port city.

The money was to pay for a 
union dues checkoff system 
for six months for the garbage 
collectors.

. A dues checkoff and union I 
j representation are the sticking ? 
f points in the strike, which 
j began early February. The 
§ garbage collectors, most of 

them Negroes, contend the 
city is discriminating against 
them.

The businessmen’s offer, 
however, was r e j e c t e d by 
union officials who said they I 
would not settle for a six- l 
month solution to the problem.

Was To Lead March j 
Dr. King had arrived here ■ 

Wednesday to lead another j 
mass march in support of the • 

i strikers to prove that nonvi- ' 
: ilent demonstrations still were i 

oossible. A march of 5000, led ;
■ oy Dr. King, had flared into 

violence that killed one person 
md injured 62 others when ' 
Vegro youths broke from the i 
narchers inavandalism : 
spree. . j

Dr. King checked into the 
Lorraine Hotel, a two-story 
structure in a Negro district 
about four blocks from famed 
Beale Street, scene of most tf 
th> rioting connected with hu 
murch.

On his previous trip, Dr.’ 
King had stayed at a motel ) 
near the river. ;

partffiiy waited for pr.. Kinj 
to show himself.

He sat on the dirty, sagging 
mattress, and occasionally ob­
served the hotel through bin­
oculars. Police later found the 
faded green and yellow cur­
tains thrown on the room’s 
mantel.

Changes Location
At around 5:30 p. m., the 

man, described as having “a 
l square chin, and thick hair at 
I the front, receding on the 
; sides,” went into the bathroom 
1 — a walk of about 13 steps • 
। from his room. It gave him a 
1 clearer view of the Lorraine.

He stayed in the bathroom 
about 25 or 30 minutes.

Around 6 p. m., Dr. King 
came onto the balcony of the- 
hotel and told his chauffeur on 
the street below to get ready 
to drive him to dinner.

At 6:01, as he leaned over to i 
say something to an aide 
below, there was “a sound like 

• a firecracker.” Dr. King 
reeled to the floor, a wound in , 
his neck. t

In the confusion, the killer : 
j dashed from the rooming ■ 
> house and later dropped a ' 
’ suitcase and a rifle in an , 
I amusement center several ' 
) doors away. At about the 
) same time, witnesses saw a 
i white car speed away.
i Mr. Clark said authorities 
. were “very interested” in the 

gear, but did not say whether it 
definitely was determined it 
was the getaway vehicle. 1

About three hours before Dn 1 
Cing was shot, a clean-shaven, ■ 

sharp-n o s e d white man' 
checked into a “flophouse” 
tcross from the Lorraine. He 
vas neatly dressed in a black 
mit, white shirt and narrow, 
lark tie.

Recalls Suspect
The suspect was recalled by 

Irs. Bessie Brewer, the land- 
ady of the rooming house. 
>he said the suspect regis- 
ered under the name of John 
Willard.

“^He paid his $8.5# week’s 
•eat in cash,” she said. He 
ook Room 5, an 8-by-12 foot 
mbicle with a window that 
iaa an angled view of the 
.orraine. The killer then ap-
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SUSPECT •— Staff Artist Bill Harrington of 
Scripps-Howard’s Memphis Commercial-Ap­
peal staff compiled this composite sketch of 
the suspect in the slaying of Dr. King.

King Rewards 
.Ai $155,000

Scripps-Howard Service
MEMPHIS — Rewards totaling $50,000 have been 

offered by the two Scripps-Howard newspapers in 
Memphis for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the assassin or assassins of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Commercial Appeal led off yesterday with the 
announcement of a $25,000 reward. Jack R. Howard, 
president of Scripps-Howard, later announced through 
the Press-Scimitar that an additional $25,000 reward 
was being posted On behalf of Scripps-Howard news'

I

P< pers.
Rewards now total at least $155,000. The Memphis | 

Cty Council has guaranteed a minimum reward of | 
$100,000. A consultant firm offered $5000. g
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

area men attend 
impressive funeral

The drama of Dr. Martin 
Uther King’s funeral in At- 
M^ta yesterday, watched fey 
millions on television, had! a 
special impact for four New 
Kensington residents who wire 
there.

"Everything was so lovely. 
Everything was fine,” the Rev. 
F. D. Freeman, pastor of St. 
.Tames A.ME.
today.

The Rev. Mr.

Church, said

Freeman, Rev. 
Asa Roberts of Mount Calvary 
Baptist Church, Rev. C R 
Crockett of Canaan Baptist 
Church and J. Edward Pryor, a 
Mount Calvary deacon, journey­
ed to Georgia for the services.

“I have never seen anything 
<fn that order and magnitude,’.’ 
I he Rev. Mr. Roberts com- 
1nented.

He said the only comparable 
event in his memory was a . 
er day — a far happier onin$ 
in which Dr. King was alsoldai 
key figure. It was the g|ati 
march on Washington, D. 
for jobs and freedom in 1963.

The mood then was 
thusiasm. Yesterday it was s 
row. k

“It was a very sad and vel 
moving occasion. It was 1 
very impressive,” the Rev. MI 
Roberts said.
“I’ve never seen so manj^ 

people together, and there wase 
nit even a harsh word — no bitA 
terness. nobody talked of any 
realiation. They went about ft* 
inja very dignified, very carefjl 
way,” he added.

The Rev. Mr. Crockett also 
marveled at the order and selt 
control of the immense crowd 
wlhich went through the day’^ 
activities. u
’Early yesterday morning, the 

local delegation viewed Dr. 
King's body in Ebenezer Bap­

tist Church to pay their last 
respects to a leader they had 
loved.

For the morning funeral serv­
ice, the clergymen were in the 
throng outside the c urch, 
where the crowd participated in 

t*he hymns being sung inside. &
They traveled to the after- 

oon memorial service at More- 
ouse College, where the Rev.i

Mr. Roberts is no stranger.

As a member of his high 
school glee club, he spent six 
weeks on the Morehouse / 
campus in the 1930s, singing- 
and broadcasting in the area.

He was offered a scholarship 
for ministerial study at Dr. I 
King’s alma mater, but that I 
was before his decision to be- | 
come a clergyman, and he de- I 
dined it. The decision did 
come, years later.

The Rev. Mr. Roberts is a 
long time friend of the late Dr. 
King’s father and the King fam­
ily. So great was yesterday’s 
crowd, however, that there was 
no opportunity for a personal 

j call.

In fact, the Rev. Mr. Crocket 
said visibility was so difficul 

khat they decided to watch the 
final part of the memorial on 
their hotel television set.
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FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1*62 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC PITTSBURGH (137-1768)

FROM : SA SA J. EDVARD MADVAY

DATE: 5/16/68

SUBJECT: PG 849-C

[5 Cl □ SI □ R (Prob)

□ PCI □ psi DR

□

Dates of Contact
2/9; 3/8, 3/27; 4/5, 6, 7, 9, 12; 5/10/68

Purpose and results of contact

Titles and File #s on which contacted
SOBOM - BM 174-97 (RUSSELL)
TEN DAYS PROTEST, IS 100-15932 (WISEMAN)
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, IS 100-15915 (McCURRY)
MURKIN, RM .157-698 (CURTIS)
RACIAL SITUATION, WASHINGTON, PA, RM 157-716 (MADVAY)
UNSUB; Dee's Record Shop 87-13435 (MADVAY)

129 negative

[25 positive 157—698, 157—716 
□ STATISTIC

I ^ I Informant certified that he has Rating 
furnished all information obtained Very Good 
by him since last contact.

Coverage
IS, RM, ITSP

SEARCHED... ..INDEXED..

1 - Each file mentioned above 
JEM:rmr 
(7)

MAY 1 6 1563 

PITTSBURGH

SERIALIZED.. ^£ZfiLED------
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PG 137-1768 157-716

157-698

On 4/5/68, immediately after the assassination 
of KING, PG 849-C was contacted regarding any possible racial 
or civil disturbance as a result of the murder of KING. 
Informant reported that so far there was mixed reaction about 
what happened to KING; that many of the individuals in the 
Negro community of Washington had let it be known that they 
hate STOKELY CARMICHAEL and RAP BROWN and expressed great 
concern and perplexity over why a man like MARTIN LUTHER KING 
should have been killed. Informant said that there was no 
indication of any charges of white racism but that some had 
expressed the thought that there might be a Communist conspiracy 
behind the murder. In addition, the informant reported that 
there was no memorial service or demonstration planned as of 
4/5/68, but he would advise if anything was planned.

In this same vain regarding racial matters, the 
informant advised that it appeared to him that many of the 
younger Negroes were being "brainwashed" by the older Negroes, 
bringing the younger ones to think that the Negro was 
superior to the white, that they were better athletes, better 
workers, etc., thah the whites.

On 4/6 and 4/7/68, informant was contacted 
because of the possible explosive situation due to the murder 
of KING; however, he advised that all still remained quiet.

On 4/9/68, informant reported that there was no 
indication of any disturbance as of that date and that the 
community was still "shocked."

At 11:15 PM on 4/12/68, informant telephonically 
reported that six or eight teenage Negro males were throwing 
bottles at white motorists passing through the Negro community 
of Washington, Pa., on Rt. 19. He advised that it appeared 
there might be some small disturbance as a result of this. 
As a result of informant’s contact, the Washington Pol icev were 
immediately contacted and furnished with the above information, 
and the Desk Sergeant advised that there was also another’ 
group of teenage Negroes who had broken a window near the 
Washington High School and that there might be a small di^- . 
turbance over this.

- 2 -
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It is noted that at approximately 11:30 PM on 
4/12/68, the Mayor and Chief of Police of Washington, Pa., 
called to duty all off-duty police, auxiliary police and 
alerted the PSP because of the possibilities of civil dis­
obedience and one arrest was made; however, there were no 
injuries, fires or looting and the entire situation was 
quiet at of 12:00 midnight on 4/12/68.

On 4/13/68, informant was again contacted regarding 
any civil disturbance, and he advised that all seemed to be 
quiet but woul<| be constantly alert and report, as he had in 
the past, any situation which might lead to violence.

3 3-
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, !)r r'c/T'!GH (1^7-698)

FROM : SA L’^dlCI 'i. 7UA1R, jo.

subject: AS S V-:S D’A'" I/‘"hTy ]

date: q_2''-68

;£e-inteletype dated Z-Z-bS cautioned as above are Semhis ^irtel 
dated A57-68 cautioned ")!r’’’CrN”.

Cant tercel file wn? onened to contact ar ci alert infournts 
concerning any retnlitcry 'lewvres 5ho/ night be taken as a result of 
the assassination oh RLW. t ile ?zf-587 cautioned "yU’K ry" is t’-c 
file which nertains to investigation relating to the location of 
the person responsible for to assassination.

Thc'c is no further investigation to lie conducted in cautioned 
Flatter, all pertinent activity having teen ren rted to the Aurean 
in files 157-690 (IP.3 [AL SrrV’[AN ,’r;i or file 157-715
(FACIAL irAIh’AyClS ry ; ASf 3‘iS [NfAinx MA1T [N .LT'hyv KIN,, Jk . )
it is t'erefore reconnended that t’ is file be closeci adninistrntively.

8010-108*01

SEARCHED INDEXED _ ____
SERIALIZED//LJILElXi^------

MAY2 91968 /
FBI — PITTSBUR^HT?

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

MEMORANDUM

TO: SAC, PITTSBURGH (100-577) DATE: 6/13/68

FROM: SA JOHN E. MC CURRY

SUBJECT: CP-USA
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT (CPWP) 
IS - C

Index name of WALTER HUNGER, Box 319, RD 5, 
Greensburg, Pa., to this serial in captioned 
file.

1 - 134-436A
1 - 157-698 (ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR.’)
1 - 100-15125 (CIRM)
1 - 100-8496 (CP-USA, FUNDS)
1 - 100-8654 (CP-USA, PAMPHLETS AND PUBLICATIONS)
1 - 100-8531 (CP-USA, POLITICAL ACTIVITIES)
1 - 100-9216 (CP-USA, YOUTH MATTERS)
1 - 100-14226 (NALC)
1 - 100-15954 (’THE DAILY WORLD”)
1 - 100-5733 (’’THE WORKER”)
1 - 105-1898 (EUGENE ARRINGTON)

1: SL%W SEIECT
1: ^.^'SW^EE ON ASSASSIN.^NS
1 - 100-15819 (JOSH CHASAN) “'*
1
1
1
1

- 100-15597 (DAVID COLEMAN)ISHH?***"
1 - 100-15152 (BETH EDELMAN)
1 - 100-15831 (ED ELLIS)
1 - 100-15979 (ED FULLER)
1 - 100-14994 (LEO JACKSON)
1 - 100-1193 (GABE KISH)
1 - 100-13809 (ROBERT NICKLOS)
1 - 157-632 (DAVID OWENS)
1 - 100-655 (CHARLES OWEN RICE)
1 - 100-15539 (LARRY SIGMOND)
1 - 100r15744-. (JACK SOLOMON)
1 - 157^602 (EUGENE TAYLOR)
1 - 100-9089 (ALLEN THOMAS)
1 - 100-15451 (WALTER TILLOW)
JEMc/sms CGHSOlIIfil®
(34) BATsS^. B^——
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PG 100-577

IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS UTILIZED 
IN ANY MANNER, IT SHOULD BE SO PARAPHRASED TO FULLY PROTECT 
THE INFORMANT: ‘ ‘

Source: PG 153-S (Conceal identity; has furnished reliable 
information in the past)

Date of Activity: As indicated

Date Received: 4/16/68

Agent Receiving: HOWARD S. MEYERJACK (W.S.)

Location; PG 134-436A-916

The following, unless otherwise indicated, is a 
verbatim copy of the informant’s written statement:

’’April 13, 1968

”0n April 12, 1968, there was a Communist 
Party District Committee meeting at the home of 
Art Edelman, Present were: Art Edelman, Beth 
Edelman, Gabe Kish, Ed Bortz, and Eugene Arrington,

’’Beth suggested and it was agreed to 
place Allen Thomas back on the District Committee,

’’Beth is now active in the Youth group 
again and said that they are putting out three 
hundred letters and even more announcements of the 
May 3, 1967 Daily World meeting. That it will be 
advertized in the Pittsburgh Courier, The Point, 
The Worker, Peace and Freedom News and the 
National Guardian, Art said he has talked with 
Owin Rice about speaking at this meeting, Owin 
Rice ask to talk again after Easter, Walter 
Tillow said if Rice does not speak he will. Leo 
Jackson, now in St, Francis Hospital, will be 
Chairman of the meeting and Ed Bortz will also 
speak,

2
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’’Gabe Kish spoke on the Second Draft New 
Program of the Communist Party Chapter three deal­
ing mostly with Negro problems. Gabe said the death 
of Dr. King, ordered by the Ruling Class, backfired 
and is serving to unite all the Negro organizations 
and the program so well covered on television 
which usually showed King marching and the distur­
bances of the marcher, now showed the truth of what 
Dr. King was trying to do and opened the eyes of 
many white people on the Negro movement,

“Gabe said there is now a petition going 
around Pittsburgh to get 10,000 signatures of 
white people against white racism. He said that 
Negro and white people are comming together to 
fight for Civil Rights and economic problems 
together. He said a higher struggle in the fight 
is shown by Rev. Abernathy talking of Dr, King 
predicting his own death and asking Rev. Abernathy 
to carron on the fight and to carry it farther 
into the economic field as well as Civil Rights 
also Byrd Brown of Pittsburgh pointing out that 
United States Steel Corp, as being the enemy. Art 
said that the reception of the Special Issue of 
the Worker that was passed out at Duquesne and Home­
stead Steel Works was very good, people looked 
at them, folded and placed them in their pockets 
to read later, some ask for several copies. After 
the hand out only one paper was found on the 
ground in Duquesne and only three in Homestead.

"The next Industrial Club meeting set 
for April 18 will be canceled in favor of a 
special meeting April 19, 1968, at Art’s house, 
a District Committee meeting with Ashton Allen 
invited to deal only with the N.A.L.C. Eugene took 
Ed Bortz and dropped him on Thomas Blvd, on his 
way home.

3
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Ed Bortz gave Eugene a list of names to 
be sent the Worker:

“David Owens, 7719 Bennett St., 15208
Ed Ellis c/o Halfway Art Gallery, 

2016 Centre Ave., 15219
Walter Hunger, RD 5. Box 319, Greensburg, 

Pa.
David Coleman, 414 Armandale St., 

15212
Larry Sigmond, 6616 Beacon St., 15217
Jack Solomon, 4181 Centre Ave., 15213
Fred L. Bogan, 714| Chess St., Coraopolis, 

Pa.
Gene Doss, 2900 Wylie Ave.. 15219
Ed Fuller, 406 N. Neville St., Apt.

304, 15213
Josh Chasan, 3430 Bates St. 15213
Keith Bromberg, 212 N. Dithridge St., 

15213
Vera Debenedetti, 122 Hastings, 15206 
Robert Nicholas, 2036 Sonny St., 15221 
Eugene Taylor, 1104 Sheffield St., 

15233

Copies of this memorandum have been designated for 
the files of individuals and organizations mentioned above.
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