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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

3AC, Tampa (157-3231) . L/L/68
3°C tillard J. Roberts, .Jr.

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIW LITTHER ING, JR., RACIAL MATTERS.

At 9:45 PM, this date, an TINKIVT SUPIECT telenhonically
contacted this office and wanted to know if the stories he had
heard concerning the captioned subject were true. This individual
wanted to know what was being done by this Bureau, if this story
was true. This UNSUB, a MNegro male, sounded angry and unset.

The writer advised UN3!{™ that there was no information
availahle concerning the captioned matter.

SAC SANTOHIANA was advised of the ahove.
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4/5/68

e v

SA THOMAS C. ALLEN

ASSASSINATION OF
REV., MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RM

On 4/5/68, RALPH WRIGHT, employed by the
Post Office, Orlando, Florida residing 450 Brown
Chapel Road, St. Cloud, Florida advised that he
wished to furnish the following information as a
result of having learned of the assassination of
Dr. KING.

In 1965, WRIGHT attended Jacksonville
University taking a cram course on insurance which
course he completed on about 5/11/65. One of the
persons taking this course was a young man named
RAY COCHRANE (ph) or something similar whose father
runs the Gatorland, St. Augustine, Florida located
north of the city on U. S. 1.

WRIGHT stated that COCHRANE was inclined
to brag but that there may have been some truth in
what he said. COCHRANE made the statement in 1965
that during the racial disorder at St. Augustine
roughly during the 1960-61 period, REV. KING was on
the scene and COCHRANE claimed that he "'drew a bead
on KING and could have killed him but did not wish
to make a martyr out of him'". WRIGHT said that
COCHRANE bragged about having lots of ammunication

and what amounted to a arsenal of weapons.
WRIGHT said that he believed COCHRANE was an honorary
deputy sheriff in St., Johns County, Florida at the
time. He further said that COCHRANE was the type
who bragged about shooting dogs and cats at night
with a rifle equiped with a scope.
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Tl WRIGHT said that he had heard from
- some unrecalled source that COCHRANE supposedly .

~ - failed the Florida Imnsurance License test because of
. his extreme views as to Negroes : ;

A ) COCHRANE claimed during the 1960-61 racial
'mtroubles at St. Augustine to have hauled alligators
- to thesmimming pool which was forcibly integrated’ s

-~ by .the Negroes at St. Augustine. .COCHRANE supposedly
”_'put the a111gators in thesnimming pool at. the motel

» WRIGHT said he is not acauainted with j,_g:e;,
the exact whereabouts of COCHRANE who is a possible‘“
. suspect but he said that Mr. BASIL WOODS age 41-42 -
- a clerk at the Post Office at. St. Augustine knows
f’fCOCHRANE and can be contacted for further information.
- WRIGHT said that he had heard that COCHRANE had some = & . -
- kind of a travelling job which took him through . = %
’i'the state of Colorado. This was some months ago.,l" ST

R WRIGHT furnished the following description
",»for RAY COCHRANE R \ | |

~“,f;fiAge e 30, appronmate |
. Race: . vWnite |

. . Height: =~ - 5!'10"
-7 . Weight: - .- . 180 - S
7 oOriginal Home - St. Augustine, Florida
"9_‘Marita1 StatuS°~7'eans of several years ago

. . was married with one - =
.~.child who would be 4 or 5 R
ryears of age ' : .

| . The foregoing was discussed with G

/ ;'Superv1sor 4 who indicated that he ‘would pos51b1e .

. -call Jacksonville on watts for 1nvest1gation in
~Jacksonville to fully identify COCHRANE and
’,poss1b1y check on his whereabouts ' :
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TO HIS ANTI-NEGRO ATTITUDES AS WELL. STATED MR. BASIL

C,'.L) Tampa

fJL:av

(1) Mkf/

Approved: Y Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO
WOODS, FORTY ONE TO FORTY TWO YEARS OF AGE, CLERK IN U.S,

POST OFFICE, ST. AUGUSTINE, KNOWS COCHRANE AND MAY KNOW

HIS PRESENT WHEREABOUTS, WRIGHT STATES LAST KNOWN WHEREABOUTS
OF COCHRANE WAS THAT HE HAD TRAVELLING JOB WHICH TOOK
HIM TO COLORADO, COCHRANE WHITE MALE, ABOUT THIRTY,
FIVE FEET TEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY, ORIGINALLY
FROM ST. AUGUSTINE.

JACKSONVILLE AT ST. AUGUSTINE, INTERVIEW BASIL WOODS,
ESTABLISH TRUE NAME OF SUSPECT COCHRANE AND HIS WHEREABOUTS

APRIL FOUR LAST.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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. ~FBl WASH DC .

FBI TAMPA
1117 PM URGENT 4/7/68 ALo
TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)
MURKIN; CRs OO:ME.

RE DETROIT TEL THI> DATE.

MART R ﬁAhYLAND: PALM HArBOKS FLA.; ADVISED JAMES KIDDER AND
WIFE, VIRGINIA, WERE TENANTS FOR THrEE WEREKS UNTIL ABOUT FOUKR
WEEKS AGO WHEN KIDDER DEPARTED. KIDDER EMPLOYED HOQD'S JUICE
COMPANY, DUNEDIN, FLA. WIiH MR+ MAKYLAND AND KODE WITH MAHLYANL 10
WGRK- fRe MARYLAND STATES KIDDER SAID ARKIVED PALM HARBOK FrOM
Fle. LAUDERDALL, FLA. WHERE HAD RESIDED THREE YEARS AND MENTIONED
PHIQH RESIDENCES IN CALIFORNIA AND ELbENHERE. KIDDER DESCRIBED AS
W/M, AGE THIRIY-THREE, BHOWN HAIN, FIVE FTe. FIVE INe», ONE THIRIY LBSes
VERY otALL BUILD. ALLEGEDLY IN MILITARY SEavICE ANDU mECEIVED
BACK INJURY. PUBCHASED OLD WODEL DODGE AUTO» COLOs wHITE, TOP
VALUE USED CArS, CLEARWATER, FLA. WHICH ALLEGELLY NOT FAID FOR AND
COULD FUWrNISH NO PRIOR FLA. CHEDIT.

END PAGL ONE
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SUBJECT:

»

‘\)’V

Memorandum
SAC(157-3231)
SA JDHN A. AMPLER

MITRKIN

At 8:25 PM SA DAVID GRIMES, Orlando RA, telephonically _
advised that he had talked with DAVE WARD, Track Sup't., Orlando-
Seminole Dog Track, who advised that the owner was JERRY COLLINS
and that this person has a son JACK COLLINS who is married to a
girl from Tenn. but VARD unable to furnish any information
concerning Mrs. COLLINS. WARD advised that JACX COLLINS and
presumably his wife were in Sarasota as JACK COLLINS is invalved
in the operation of the Sarasota Kennel Club. WARD remarked that
to his knowledge the COLLINS family does not own a dog track in
the Memphis area but that JACK COLLINS and his wife do go to that
area when the dog tracks in Fla. not operating., WARD unable to ‘
identify VIRGINIA LNU.

SAC and Supr. PELAMNGER immediately advised of the above
and on orders of Supr. BELANGER SA WITLIS R, SMITH was advised

to immediately locate and interview JACX COLLINS and wife to
(1) further identify and locate VIRGINIA LNU (2) if either
acquainted with JACK KIDDER obtain full descriptive data and
available backzround info.
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FBI MEMPHIS

929PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF

TO ALL 5ACS

ar

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)°

MURKINS CRe 00 MEWMPHIS.

RE BUTEL 10 ALL SAC'S APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT.

FOK INFO ALL OFFICES, PERTINENT PERKIODS IN INVESTIGATION

ARE MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY IN BInMINGHAM, ALA<, AND

APRIL FQOUR, SIXTY EIGHT, IN MEMPHIS, TENN.

IN EVENT ANY DATA DEVELOPED RE SUSPECTSs IF INTERESTED

OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF SUSPRECTS ON DATES ABOVE,

THIS MAY ELIMINATE SUSPECT. IF THIS> CANNOI Bk DONE, EFFORTS

SHOULD BE MADE TO SECURE PHOTOGHAPHS OF SUSPECTS IN QUESTION AND

FORWARD PHOTOS TO MEMPHI> AND BIRMINGHAM FOR FPOOSSIBLE ELIMINATION.

PERTINENT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD BE INCLUDED WItH PHOI0S.

IF UNABLE T0 ELIMINATE ON BASISlDF ESTABLISHED WHEREABOUIS

IN PERTINENT PERIODS, INTERESIED OFFICKS SHOULD MAKE EFFOKRTS

TO SECURE FINGERPRINTS OF SUSPFECT IN QUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME TO

BUKEAU FOR ELIMINATION. »°

COMPOSITE DESCHIPIION, BASED ON DATA DEVELOPED IN IEMINGHAM

AND MEMPHIS, 1S5 AS FOLLOWS:

END FAGE ONE ,50

. ,bﬁﬁ%&“
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PAGE TWO )

SUSPECT MALE WHITE, AGE TWENTY SIX 710 FORTY YEARSs HEVPGHT

FIVE FT. EIGHT 10 FIVE Fl. ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDHED FIFIY T0
ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS.3 DARK BROWN OR SANDY HAIR, COMBED STRAIGHT
BACK. EYES BLUE OR GREEN; MEDIUM RUILD3 COMFLEXION AVEKAGE,
SMOOTH. GENERAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE; NEAT.
POSSIBLITY EAISTS SUSPECT 1S NON-SMOKERe INDICATIONS WERE
| THAT SUSPECT KENTED ROOM BETWEEN THREE AND IHKEE THIRTY P,
APRIL FOUK» LAST»> AND DEPARTED.ROOM SHOKILY AFTER SIZ Pie NO
MATCHES OR CIGARETITES FOUND DURING THAT PERIOD» WHICH SUGGESTS -
SUSPECT MAY BE NON-SMOKERs | \
RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUSI BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU,
MENMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM. P.
END
JK
BBI JACKSVLE
JKeeeTN
FBI JACKSVLE
ALS
FBI TAMPA
VIF VFP

FBl MOBILLE

MIAMl

AGAIN THREE INIIIALS
TAN
FBI JACKSVLE

U CLReDN
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v

FBI

Date:

Transmit the followihg in

{Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO
JK 157-1534
IDENTIFY BUT WHO ACCORDING TO PETER, IS ABSOLUTELY RELIABLE,
ADVISED THAT ON THURSDAY PRIOR TO THE RECENT ELECTIONS HELD
IN MISSISSIPPI IN WHICH NEGRO NAACP LEADER CHARLES EVERS WAS
A CANDIDATE FOR NATIONAL OFFICE, A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST IN
LOUISIANA, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED, RECEIVED A CONFESSION FROM
A YOUNG WHITE MALE THAT A GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS HAD GIVEN THIS
PERSON TWENTYFIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS TO ASSASSINATE EVERS.
ACCORDING TO PETER, THE PRIEST WAS TORN BETWEEN HIS LOYALTY
AND DUTY TO THE CHURCH TO MAINTAIN THIS TNFDRMATION IN

- STRICTEST CONFIDENCE OR TR BAKE THIS INFORMATION TO THE PROPER
OFFICIALS IN ORDER TO POSSIBLY AVERT THIS ASSASSINATION

" ATTEMPT. PETER STATED IT WAS RESOLVED TO MAKE THIS INFORMATION
KNOWN AND HE BELIEVES THAT BOTH EVERS AND THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES
IN MISSISSIPPI WERE NOTIFIED. |

PETER ADVISED THAT FATHER LOUIS TOOMEY, PRESIDENT, LOYOLA

UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH, NEW ORLEANS, AND ONE AARON HENRY,
NEGRO DRUGGIST, CLARKSDALE, MISSISSIPPI, BOTH OF WHOM ARE
MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, ARE AWARE OF THIS PLOT AND SHOULD

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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RACIAL INCIDENTS,
TAMPA, FLORIDA,
APRIL 5, 1368

JAMES W, DOWNUM, Captain, Tampa Police
Department, telephonically advised at 1:45 a.,m,, that
the disturbance in Tampa included several hundred
Negroes who were milling in groups of less than 200
persons over a wide area, and that approximately 50 police
officers had been dispatched to handle the situation. He
indicated that several minor injuries had been reported,
and that ten or twelve buildings had been broken into,
He said the situation seemed to be under control at
the time, and that the department was pulling men out
of the area to handle their regular duties,

Officer J. C, SCOTT again telephoned at 4:50 a.m.,
April 5, 1968, to say that all police personnel who had
been dispatched to handle the above described racial
disturbance had been '"pulled back’ and that police per-
sonnel were there on standby in the event of other
disturbances., He advised that the police personnel
had been "pulled back" at about 4;00 a.m.

Officer SCOLT said that there had been one
fire of an old two-story residential dwelling, located
at &h Avenue and 18th Street, which fire could not be
extinquished by the Fire Depirtment, but which the Fire
Department had been able to contain to the one dwelling.
He further advised that one arrest had been made in
connection with the disturbance; hgwever, he did not
know the details concerpning this grrest.

Ofificer SMITH, Booking Department, Tampa Police
Department, advised about this time that two persons had
been arrested in connection with the racial disturbance,
He identified these individuals as DONALD BAGLEY, a Negro
male, age 21 years, arrested for "Disturbance'; and
CHESTER CROMORTY, a Negro male, arrested for displaying
a deadly weapon.
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It is to be noted that the above described
racial disturbances apparently resulted from the
announcement on the evening of April 4, 1968, that
MARTIN LUTHER KING had been assassjnated at Memphis,
Tennessee, according to Tampa police,

This document contains neither recommenda-
tions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed ocutside your agency,
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REGISTHATION KECOsDS, VOTER RhGIbTHATIGN nbhCORDSs AND
CrEDIT AND CRIM?NQL RECORUS ON THE SURNAMES LOWHMEYER

AND LOwWMYkr, IN VIEW OF Thk UNUSUAL NATUxkE OF THE NAMLS,
- DO NOT CONFINE YOun CHeCK 10 HArVEY LOWHMLEYER AND LOWMYER

ONLY. ANY INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED AS BEARING THESE SURNAMES

SHOULD BE I#MEDIATELY CHECKEDL OUT COVERING THE PERTINENT

PERIOD. YOU SHOULD ALSO APPROPRIATELY CHECKOUT ALL

BOMBING SUSPECTS IN YOUE TERRITOKIES.

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND GIVE TOP PRIOKIIY ATTENTION.
BUFILES CONTAIN NO INFOKMATION IDENTIFIABLE ON

HARVEY LOWMEYER OR LOWMYE.

END

PLSE HOLD  ALS

FBI TaumPA
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Memorandum
(157=-3231) DATE: 4 /8/68
SA JOHN R. BRETT

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

Lot 63, Telephone number, Garden 2-3581, called. He said the sketch’

of the suspeg% in this matter, which was shown on TV, looks like

and suwfmers in Ohio. He is a religious fanatic, a loner, but with'gv
wife and 4 or 5 children. When in Ohio he is in Spencerville and in
Florida he used to stay in Eustis. lle used to buy paint at Artcraft
Paint Co. He was here this winter as he stopped by to see HUBER, afl
hearing him on the radio.

He can furnish more information on TIHORMAN and will be at

home all day today, 4/8/68.
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Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO

ON INTERVIEW BY BUAGENTS, THOMPSON, WHO BEARS SOME

RESEMBLANCE TO ARTIST CONCEPT PHOTO OF SUBJECT, ADVISED ON
VACATION FROM APRIL ONE TO APRIL FIVE LAST; <., AND SPENT
ALL OF THIS TIME SPECIFICALLY, APRIL FOUR LAST, AT HIS
RESIDENCE IN NASHVILLE, DEPARTED NASHVILLE MORNING OF
APRIL SIX LAST EN ROUTE TAMPA. STATES NEIGHBORS CAN VERIFY
PRESENCE AT RESIDENCE IN NASHVILLE, THOMPSON'S WIFE
S7T 2 7&ED
HE WAS AT RESIDENCE DURING THE

WEEK OF APRIL ONE THROUGH SIX LAST. HE SMOKED CIGARETTES,
CONSTANTLY, THROUGHOUT INTERVIEW.

MEMPHIS, VERIFY THOMPSON'S RESIDENCE AND PRESENCE

IN NASHVILLE APRIL FOUR LAST.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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TP 157-3231

ON INIERVIEW BY BUAGENTSs THOMPSONs WHO BRARS >0k

RESEMBLANCE 10 ARIIST CONCLEFPI FHOIO OF SUBJECTs ADVISED ON

VACATION FROM APRIL ONk 10 APRIL FIVL LASTg AND SPENT
ALL OF THIbS TIME SPECIFICALLY, APKIL FOUK LAbI, Al HIS
RESIDENCE IN NASHVILLE. DEPARTED NASHVILLE MORNING OF
APRIL.SIK LAST BN ROUIE 1TAMPA. S1TATES NEIGHBURS CAN VERIFY
PRESENCE Al nRESIDENCE IN NASHVILLE. THOMNFSON'S WIFL
STATED HE WAS AT RESIDENCE DURING 1HE WEEXK OF APRIL ONE
THROUGH SIA Lébi. HE SMOKED CIGARETTRES, CONSTANTLYS
THROQUGHOUT INIERVILEW.

MEMPHIS, VERIFY 1HOMPSON'S RESIDENCE AND PrESENCE
IN NASHVILLE APRIL FOUR LAST.
END
CAB

FBI WALH DC
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