
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
May IMS EDITION

_ Th. FPMR (41 OPR) 101-11.*

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, TAMPA (157=3231) date: 4/8/68

FROM : SA JOHN J. RUTLAND

subject: murkin

Re: Suspect CHARLES E ;y, III

On 4/8/68, Lt. MORRIS MEEK, Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, 
Clearwater, Florida, advised that the manager of the New Yorker 
Motel, Clearwater Beqch, Florida/^had notified the department that 
a guest of the motel, CHARLES E.S1ALEY, III, due to his strange 
actions was considered by her to be a suspect in the assassination 
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On 4/8/68, Mrs. TERESSA LEON, Manager, New Yorker Motel, 
332 Hamden Drive, Clearwater, Florida, was interviewed by SAs 
JOHN J. RUTLAND and CHARLES D. VANCE-.

Mrs 
Pinellas 
the KING 
guest of

LEON said that she is the individual who contacted the 
County Sheriff’s Office after having seen a sketch of 
assassin in the local paper who to her resembled a 
the motel*

She said that an individual using the name CHARLES E
MALEY, III, 1125 Poplar Boulevard, Jackson, Mississippi, registered 
at the motel alone on 4/1/68, and paid through 4/9/68. MALEY 
gave occupation as ’’tourist”, for license shoed Hinds County, 
Missippi H 46321, for a Chevrolet auto, model not specified.

Mrs. LEON said that MALEY left the motel on Thursday A.M., 4/4/68 
at approximately 10:30 =11:00 A.M. and did not return until about
3:20 A.M., 4/6/68 Mrs. LEON said that she wondered about the strange
hour of arrival and considered that he may have returned from an 
airline flight. He then departed on the morning of 4/7/68, with 
two days rental paid in advance. She said that MALEY apparently on 
occasions left his automobile elsewhere as he would arrive at the 
motel walking. She said that whereas she is confident that MALEY 
did not arrive at the motel until approximately 3:20 A.M., 4/6/68,
he was insistant that he arrived at 1:00 A.M. but 
entrance though he rang the motel bell. She said 
this on at least five occasions for no cause.

5310-108
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Mrs. LEON said that prior to MALEY1s departure on 4/5/68, he 
appeared highly nervous and would pick up a paper, glance at it, then 
throw the paper down and walk away. She said that his overall actions 
at the motel were very strange.

She said that when he returned to the motel he commented that he 
had been in Daytona Beach, Florida, at the time of the KING assassination 
He once commented that he had never had to attend school with Negroes 
but that his children would likely have to do so. He made no further 
comment concerning racial matters.

She described MALEY as white, male, age 26, 5!9n, 175 lbs., 
light brown hair, medium complexion. She said that the skethh of 
the assassin resembles MALEY other than the sketch appears older 
and to not have as much hair as MALEY.

She said that she also noted that whai MALEY left the motel 
on 4/4/68, that he left all identification behind in his room.

She said that she can furnish no further information but feels 
that from description and strange behavior MALEY could be identical 
with the KING assassin.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 .
MAT U-H EDITION
GM FPMR (« CFR) 101-1I.*

UNITED-STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
date: 4/8/68TO

FROM SA JOHN J. RUTLAND

subject: MUREIN

Re Suspect - JAMES L. KIDDER

On 4/8/68 ROBERT BLANTON, Top Value Motovs, 
1007 So. Ftt Harrison, Clearwater, Fla., advised that 
on 2/8/6S one JAMES L. KIDDER purchased 1953 Dodge 
two-door hardtop, color green, VIN LD246510. Last 
payment was made on 2/28/68, and efforts to locate 
KIDDER since that time unsuccessful.

On application at time of purchase KIDDER 
showed wife’s name VIRGINIA KIDDER, address Omaha St., 
Palm Harbor, Fla. with previous address shown as 1012 
Fla. Avenue, Palm Harbor, Fla. Nearest relative shown 
as NORRIS K. SHUSTER, 117 Edburg, Winter Park, Fla., 
telephone 645-3405.

KIDDER stated working for H. P. Hood & Son, 
Dunedin, Fla.

; x / Further shown as personal reference JESSE
/ SHORT, General Delivery, Palm Harbor, Fla.

I Former employer shown as Florida Sip, 1000
/ ,3 1 j Grant St., Plant City, Fla.

KIDDER described as white male, age 33, 5’10”, 
150#, slight to medium build, no peculiarities.

JAMES
Mr. BLANTON stated that the vehicle was sold 

JOHNSTONE. He said that approximately two weeks
by 
ago

Officer SHIELDS, PD, Dunedin, Fla., made inquiry concern­
ing KIDDER, reason and circumstances unknown.

BLANTON after viewing sketch of assassin stated 
that does bear some similarity to KIDDER ^ut KIDDER appears 
younger

Buy U.S. Savings Bends Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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TP 157-3231

JAMES JOI^STONE, Top Value Motors, 
Ft. Harrison, Clearwater; Fl£.? advised that 
1968 he sold 1958 Dodge to JAMES Lo KIDDER, 
after viewing sketch of assassin stated that 
larity appears between the sketch and KIDDER 
KIDDER appeal's younger and to have more hail'

1007 So.
in February 
JOHNSTONE 
some simi“ 
but that

On 4/8/63 MILDRED DAVIS, H. P. HOOD and Son, 
427 San Christopher Drive, Dunedin, Fla., advised that 
JAMES L<> KIDDER was employed from 1/5/68 - 3/6/68 when he 
left at the time of mid-season layoff. A postcard was 
forwared to him for employment for the remainder of the 
season in approximately April 1, 1968 but no response was 
received.

Employment record describes KIDDER as whit e 
male, age 33, married, Social Security | ],
schooling - Taft Lincoln Elementary, Taft, Calif,, 1947; 
Taft Union High, Taft, Calif. 1951. Military Service 
USAF 12/2/52 - 12/1/56 inactive reserve.

No local address shown and former address 
shown as P. O. Box 32, Keysville, Fla.

Former employment shown as Florida Sin, 1101 
West Haines Stc, Plant’City, Fla0, 12/15/67—1/5/63; 
Skilcraft, Inc., Route 72, and 92, Longwood, Fla. 6/1/67 
11/30/67; Race Track Concession, Sarasota Kennel Club 
Building Maintenance, 1/67 - 6/67.

Efforts made to contact Officer SHIELDS, PD, 
Dunedin, Fla., but it was determined he was off duty 
and efforts to locate him at home unsuccessful. Efforts 
continuing.



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/8/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE _ URGENT 
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI, AND SACS, CLEVELAND, JACKSONVILLE

AND BIRMINGHAM

FROM SAC, TAMPA ((157-3231) 
/hU^KIfJj C 

AS SA^STWFroirTW^*^JR. RM.

EDGAR HENRY HUBER, PROTECT, AGE FORTY-NINE, FOUR NINE

EIGHT NORTH ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL, LOT SIXTY-THREE, ORLANDO

^ .
**

FLA., STATED NIGHT APR. FIVE LAST ON NATIONAL TV NEWSCAST

HE SAW ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF KING'S SLAYER. HUBER FEELS

LEFT PROFILE OF ARTIST’S CONCEPTION SHOWS RESEMBLANCE TO

y

ONE THOMAS THOROMAN. HUBER DESCRIBED THOROMAN AS WMA LATE

FORTIES (LOOKS YOUNGER), SIX FEET ONE, ONE EIGHTY-FIVE TO

ONE NINETY LBS., LIGHT BROWN HAIR. DRIVES FIFTY-EIGHT OR

FIFTY-NINE RAMBLER STATION WAGON, LIGHT IN COLOR. HUBER

LATER SAW ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF RIGHT PROFILE OF SLAYER

WHICH HE STATED BEARS NO RESEMBLANCE TO THOROMAN. THOROMAN

A PAINTER BY OCCUPATION, HAS FOR SEVERAL YEARS RENTED HOME

AT EUSTIS, FLA. THOROMAN MAY BE IN TAVARES, FLA., THIS YEAR

THOROMAN

{proved:

TCA:bb

DURING SUMMER, RESIDES RT. TWO, SPENCER^^^g

SERIALIZED. 
FILED

Per
Special Agent in Charge

Sent
//^S
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FD-3b (Rev. ^-22-64)

fbi ;
Date: ।

Transmit the following in ___________________________.____ .__________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code) ।

Via __________________________ _____________________________ _—____________________________ |
(Priority) ,

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- J_________
TP 157-3231

PAGE TWO

OHIO FOUR FIVE EIGHT EIGHT SEVEN. THOROMAN IS A SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST AND IS CONSIDERED AS ’’RELIGIOUS FANATIC.” 

THOROMAN IS NOT BELIEVED TO BE A RACIST AND IS NOT KNOWN TO 

HAVE EXPRESSED DISLIKE FOR KING.

CLEVELAND. AT SPENCERVILLE. CONDUCT IMMEDIATE INVES­

TIGATION TO LOCATE THOROMAN AND SET OUT TEL LEADS TO CHECK 

ON HIS WHEREABOUTS AND ACTIVITIES.

JACKSONVILLE. AT EUSTIS AND TAVARES. CONDUCT APPRO­

PRIATE INVESTIGATION TO CHECK OUT THOROMAN AS POSSIBLE 

SUSPECT. /P/

Approved:________________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent _________________ M Per ____________________

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

945 PM URGENT 4/8/65 AL^-

TO DHEClOib CLEVELAND* JACKSONVILLE AND BIRMINGHAM

FROM TAmPA (157-3231)

MURKI NJ CH* OO? A ILANiA*

EDGAR HENRY HUBER* PRO!ECi* AGE FOmTY-NINE* FOUm NINE

EIGHT NORTH ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL* LU i SIXTY-THREE* OKLANDU* FLA.*

STATED NIGHT APRIL FIVE LAST ON KA II ORAL TV NEWSCAST HE SAY

ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF KING’S SLAYER* HuBEm FEELS LEFT PROFILE OF

ARTIST’S CONCEPTION SHOWS RESEMBLANCE TO ONE THOMAS THOR-OHAN* HUBER

DESCRIBED THOrUMAN AS UMA* LATE FORTIES (LOOKS YOUNGER)* SIX FEET

ONE* ONE EIGHTY-FIVE TO ONE NINETY LBS** LIGHT BROWN HAIR* DRIVES 

FIFTY-EIGHT Oxi FI FIT-NINE RAMBLER STATION WAGON* LIGHT IN COLOR. 

HUBER LATER. SAW ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF MIGHT PROFILE OF SLAYER 

WHICH HE STATES BEARS NO RESEMBLANCE 10 THOnOMAN. THOKOMAN* A 

PAINTER BY OCCUPAIION* HAS FOK SEVERAL YEARS RENTED HONE AT EUSTIS* 

FLA* THOkOMAN MAY BE IN TAVARES* FLA** THIS YEAR* THOROMAN* 

DURING SUMMER* RESIDES RI* TWO* SPENCERVILLE* OHIO FOUR FIVE EIGHT 

EIGHT SEVEN* THOHOMAN IS A SEVEN TH DAY ADVENTIST AND IS CONSIDERED 

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED—.—

ST?- 32- 3/- > ?
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PAGE TW

TP 157-3231

AS "RELIGIOUS FANATIC". THOKOMAN IS NOT BELIEVED TO BE A RACIST 

AND IS NOT KNOWN TO HAVE EXPRESSED DISLIKE FOR KING.

CLEVELAND AT SPENCERVILLE CONDUCT IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO 

LOCATE THOKOMAN AND SET OUT LEADS TO CHECK ON HIS WHEREABOUTS AND 

ACTIVITIES.

JACKSONVILLE AT EUSTIS AND TAVARES, CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 

INVESTIGATION TO CHECK OUT THOROMAN AS POSSIBLE SUSPECT.

END

LCC

FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

FBI WASH=DC 710-822-944T CLG ON CONF HOLD LINE PLS

GDS - FBI, CLEVELAND
CDF - FBI, BWEWIAM
OJA - FBI, JACKSONVILLE

Machine copies 
destroyed 4/8/68 

al s

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date: 4-8-68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT______________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(P riority)

■RECTOR JACKSON

~ROM TAMPA 157-3231

MURKIN

MRS. TERESSA LEON, MGR. NEW YORKER MOTEL CLEARWATER FLA

ADVISED APRIL EIGHT HE ONE CHAKLE MALEY III, ONE ONE

PWO FIVE POPLAR BLVD. JACKSON MISS., RECENT QUEST AT MOTEL

^HOM SHE SAYS RESEMBLES SKETCH OF ASSASSIN MALEY DESCRIBED

BY MRS. LEON AS WHITE MALE, TWENTYSIX YEARS, FIVE FOOT

slINE INCHES, ONE SEVEN FIVE LBS, LIGHT BROWN HAIR, MEDIUM

OMPLEXION REGISTERED ALONE ONE ON FOUR TWO LAaT, PAID

THROUGH FOUR-NINE-S1XTYEIGH 1, GAVE OCCUPATION AS QUOTE TOURIST

JNQUOTE EXHIBITED LICENSE FOR A CHEVROLET MODEL NOT INDICATED

BINDS CO. MISS LICENSE H FOUR SIX THnEE TWO ONE

LEON STATES MALEY LEFT MOTEL ABOUT TEN THIRTY TO

iLEVEN THURSDAY FOUR-FOUR -SIXTYEIGHT AND DID NOT RETURN UNTIL

TBOUT THREE TWENTY AM FOUR-SIX-SIXTYEIGHT SHE WONDERED ABOUT

STRANGE HOUR OF ARRIVAL, AND CONSIDERED HE MAY HAVE RETURNED

’ROM AIRLINE FLIGHT. ALTHOUGH LEON I CONFIDENT HE

THE TOA OF MALEY, HE WAS I Nil STANi THAT HE ARRIVED AT oSENKHED-
INDEXED_ _

BUT COULD NOT GAIN ENTRANCE THOUGH HE RANG TH

END APGE ONE

MO I EL S ERIALIZED
FILED _

l£^^
Approved: Sent Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i^EAIWa mii ^&m^iUA^i FlvE OCCAbMW 'Fo* NO- . ' 

CAUtL* ■ ' . '

LEUN ^AR. .^UK HIGHLY ^EavOuh'bW’OiiE HIS BEFAniUHE 0& 

FQUH*wiivEN*i>L4lfMUiii CALiHUuGH ' HAW ’M^OuGH FOliH ^Ibh) 

AUOL>fob. HE SAIL'HE HAL BEOr m UtWB BEACH FLL Al' iha OF • 

,K1Ls. AibAbSlMAHOKi UNCh 'CU&iEMEb 1HAX - HE M^vtii HAI) 10 All EHD 

SCHOOL HlH-i<WU Bui BVU HIe CHILDREN uOLLV LI ALLY HAVE JO 

D#>0* FjAU-HO 'F4iUHM GUi^ENi uLjiACIhL KAW-ES# < f

•LEON SLAm? MAUr^F'i'AU UXUWFICAilBG b^ HIE •

WUL HOOM-fcHEK -M^ */FOJhEUiUlGHh / . '

JACKSON Al UWE One UO five FOFLW Wvv UACKECN AW -Oli; 

iHHOU&l KECUW kE HlW.i CO* M^i AulU LIGE^E H FOUR iU.IHm 

«0 OKU^HWi twa AW WiUVl^ UiAdUt’ E. HALO HI 

AL WtO^ iHIb INvEeHSAHO^^ . . 1 ,

CORM HAGE OHL IK I HD LIFE FuOH^BOXlM '/^'i'b ^UK'Htol ■
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FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

1040 PM 4-8-68 URGENT HOB

TO DIRECTOR. JACKSON

FROM TAMPA 157-3231 ■

MURKIN

MRS. TERESSA LEON, MGR* NEW YORKER MOTEL CLEARWATER FLA 
ADVISED APRIL EIGHT RE ONE |^HARLES^^ ONE ONE

TWO FIVE POPLAR BLVD. JACKSON MISS., RECENT QUEST AT MOTEL 

WHOM SHE SAYS RESEMBLES SKETCH OF ASSASSIN. MALEY DESCRIBED 

BY MRS. LEON AS WHITE MALE, TWENTYSIX YEARS, FIVE FOOT 

NINE INCHES, ONE SEVEN FIVE LBS, LIGHT BROWN HAIR, MEDIUM 

COMPLEXION REGISTERED ALONE ONE ON FOUR TWO LAST, PAID 

THROUGH FOUR-NINE-SIXTYEIGHT, GAVE OCCUPATION AS QUOTE TOURIST 

UNQUOTE EXHIBITED LICENSE FOR A CHEVROLET MODEL NOT INDICATED 

HINDS CO. MISS LICENSE H FOUR SIX THREE TWO ONE.

. MRS. LEON STATES MALEY LEFT MOTEL ABOUT TEN THIRTY TO 

ELEVEN THURSDAY FOUR-FOUR -SIXTYEIGHT AND DID NOT RETURN UNTIL 

ABOUT THREE TWENTY AM FOUR-SIX-SIXTYEIGHT. SHE WONDERED ABOUT 

STRANGE HOUR OF ARRIVAL, AND CONSIDERED HE MAY HAVE RETURNED 

FROM AIRLINE FLIGHT. ALTHOUGH LEON I CONFIDENT RE 

THE TOA OF MALEY, HE WAS INSI STANT THAT HE ARRIVED AT ONE AM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

REPEATING THIS STATEMENT ON AI LEAST FIVE OCCASIONS FOK NO 

CAUSE* 

LEON SAYS MALEY HIGHLY NERVOUR BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE ON 

FOUR-SEVEN-SXXTYEIGHT (ALTHOUGH PAID THROUGH FOUR NINE) 

ADVISES HE SAID HE HAD BEEN TN DAYTONA BEACH FLL AT TIME OF 

KING ASSASSINATIONS ONCE COMMENTED THAT HE NEVER HAD TO ATTEND 

SCHOOL WITH NEGROES BUT THAT HIS CHILDREN WOULD LIKELY HAVE TO 

DO SOj MADE NO FURTHER COMMENT RE RACIAL MATTERS. 

LEON STATES MALEY LEFT ALL IDENTIFICATION BEHIND IN HIS 

MOTEL ROOM WHEN HE LEFT ON FOUR - FOUR SIXTYEIGHT* 

JACKSON AT ONE ONE TWO FIVE POPLAR BLVD JACKSON AND OR 

THROUGH RECORD RE HINDS CO* MISS AUTO LICENSE H FOUR SIX THREE 

TWO ONE, ATTEMPT LOCATE AND INTERVIEW CHARLES E* MALEY III 

AS SUSPECT THIS INVESTIGATION* 

CORR PAGE ONE THIRD LINE FROM BOTTOM LEON IS CONFIEDENT 

END 

SAA .

FBI WASH DC 

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in PLAINTEX 1

F B I

Date: 4/9/68

(Type in. plaintext or code) 

URGENTTELETYPE
V in  __________________________ —

(Priority)
TO 0 DIRECTOR, AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKIN3 Ch. 00 {MEMPHIS

HE DETROIT TEL AND TAMPAN TEL APRIL SEVEN LAST

JAMES SHUSTER, HOU I E UNE SEVEN NINE TWO, CASTLEBERRY, FLA

ADVISED HIS WIFE CHKIS1INA PRESENTLY UI TH HEH FATHER, C.V

MCDANIEL, AKA BUNNY, SIX THREE TWO NORTH DUNLAP, MEMPHIS, TENN

HEH MOTHER VIRGINIAKIDDEK PRESENTLY RESIDING AROUND CORNER

FROM SIX THREE IWO NORTH DUNLAP IN CAKE OF DAVY BREWER, TELEPHONE

NUMBER FIVE TWO SIX DASH SEVEN THREE FOUR NINE- WIFE OF SHUSTER

ADVISED HIM JAMES KIDDER PRESENTLY RESIDING AND WORKING IN

MEMPHIS AND WAS IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL FIVE AND PROBABLY THERE APRIL

FOUR- SHUSTER STATED WILL CALL WIFE NINE AM, INSTANT, TO ASCERTAIN

RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT OF KIDDER SHUSTER FEELS KIDDEn AND

WIFE WOULD TAKE OFF IF LEARNED FBI LOOKING FOP THEM. KIDDEh

SUFFERS FROM HEADACHES AND EASILY DEPRESSED

TAMPA WILL ADVISE BUREAU AND MEMPHIS OF RESULTS OF CALL FROM

SHUSTER IO WIFE IO DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF JAMES KID

AIRMAIL COPY TO DETROIT

HEH/MJH
TAMPA ________

1-DETROIT
APproved<^£^^

Special Agent in Charge

ft @ ^'Yp, 
^---------M

8&SKCHED_ _ _ _ _
INDEXED_ _ _
SERIALIZED^
FILED ^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1MZ EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : t^Pa (157-3231) date: 4/1/

FROM

subject: .ihiin

On 4/7/63^ nr. O^lLiLO, -TaT Oebl^ street, 3;:^sota, 
Floridaadvised ^InLiJ 2. a.iTu that the name o,-u1d is
unknown co him he sinbea te.r.su ?as wiie^ is iron: ueor^ia,
and her mother's name is not VIBGIFIa. hr. 0mL13S noted that he, 
his father Jh^I CoLLIKS, and his b^oth^^-in-law JhCa IE DOL a own and 
operate the Orlando-Seminole Dog Track at urlando, Florida, and the 
Sarasota Kennel Club, Sarasota, Florida.'

Mr. COLLmS stated that he has only a few employees at the 
track who work both the Orlando and Sarasota dog tracks, and he can 
only recall only three employees who have sons in their late terns or 
early 20's who are married. These wen are:

1. JOE JllxCd, Dog han, Orlando Dog Track

2. JiCs .mLiKG; assistant mutual kana er, Orlando Dog frack

3. auGUE (LOU), honey Toon Manager, Orlando Dog Track

hr. also noted that 0. a. "^ul 'f" ..LD^^JG, who is
a dog owner ana lives in St. Petersburg, Florida, now has sone dogs 
at the Orlando Jog Track. Er. was a boy who is ’mrnM, and
.IjESoOG has always had his dogs at the th^e^ tracks: Orlando, Darusot 
and Jt. Petersburg, Florida.

Cmairb stated he is going to Orlando, Fla. on 4/3/6F, ana in 
will give this matter additional thought, and if he recalls anyone els 
who .'.light nave a mar ri rd son of description set forth, he will 
advise Dm .dLmG F. ^dTii or the mh'ndo, Fla. ^esiu^nt agency of th CO

 P-

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY IM EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-1I3

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, TAMPA <(157-3231) date: 4/8/68

FROM : SA JOHN R. M. WHELAN

subject: MURKIN 
RM

Re Memo SA JOHN R. BRETT, 4/8/68.

At approximately 1:15 A.M., on 4/8/68, Mr. TOM JACKSON, 
Night Manager, Holiday Inn, Fowler Ave., Temple Terrace, 
Fla., produced a Holiday Inn Registration and account card 
reflecting that one W. R._TH^PSON was presently residing 
in Room 104 at the HdTida^nEnrT Motel. THOMPSON had checked 
into the motel at 11:51 aTm. , Sunday, 4/7/68, and his 
registration card reflected that the room was occupied by 
two adults and two children and THOMPSON’S automobile bore 
1968 Tennessee License AB 1722.

THOMPSON’S residence and other data appearing on the 
registration and account card are as follows:

Residence:

Firm:

1097 Lynwood Blvd. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
GENESCO, Inc.

THOMPSON produced American Express Credit Card
# upon registering and indicated that his
motel bill was to be charged to that account. Reservations 
were made for THOMPSON on 4/2/68 at the West End Holiday Inn, 
Nashville, Tenn., and check out time was indicated as April 
9, 1968. THOMPSON was checked in by Room Clerk SARA ELMORE.

On 4/8/68, W. R. THOMPSON was interviewed at his 
motel room at the Holiday Inn by SAs JOHN R. M. WHELAN and
DENNIS R. DICKSON. THOMPSON advised that he is presently 
employed with GENESCO, Inc., a shoe concern and that he 
is visiting Tampa on a business and vacation trip. He is 
contemplating assuming the vice presidency of Leed’s Shoe 
Co., in Tampa, and has an appointment to interview FRANK
GARCIA of the latter firm, regarding this job. THOMPSON 
has been with GENESCO, Inc., for 19 years and previously 
resided and worked for this company in Chicago, Ill, 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Virginia. He indicated that he is
accompanied by his wife and two children and that he has

_been on vacation since April 1, 1968.

1

3010-108

Tampa 
RMW:av/, 

(i) /r
APR 81968 

res — iaiViHa

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Saving Plan.
3
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TP 157-3231 .

week of his vacation from April 1, until Sat., April 6, at 
his residence in Nashville, Tenn., and specifically on 

j Thursday, April 4, 1968, he was at his residence and during 
^, । some portion of that day was working in his yard. He states

f that if it is necessary to establish his whereabouts on r- 
that day, he is quite sure that his neighbors could verify 
his presence at that time.

THOMPSON stated that he was pleased to see the 
FBI checking out possible suspects in this assassination 
and expressed his desire for the successful termination 
of this investigation by the FBI.

Physical description of THOMPSON is as follows:

Race: White
Sex: Male

\ . Height: 5’10$"
Weight: 140 lbs. .
Hair: Sandy .

•y Eyes: Greenish
Bui Id: Slender

THOMPSON’S wife, who was with him on this trip, 
verified the fact that he was home on Thursday, April 4, 

^1968.

THOMPSON smoked cigarettes, constantly throughout 
interview.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
MAY IN2 EDITION 
OSA FPMR <41 Cm) I0MM 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO • SAC (157-3231) date: h/8/68

FROM : SA JOHN BRETT

subject: KURKIN
OR

At 12:38AM, Det. DON NEUBERGER, Tampa PD Intelligence Unit, 

called to advise that the friend of a Tampa Policeman, not further 

identified, had seen a man driving east on Fowler Ave. the afternoon 

of 4/7/68 and the man looked exactly like the man described as the 

killer of MARTIN LUTHER KING. After thinking about the incident, the 

man ^pnt back to look for the car and found it at the Holiday Inn, on 

Fowler Ave. The car is a T.rhite Thunderbird with Tenn, license AB 1722. 

The man then called his friend on the PD and Det. NEUBERGER relayed 

the information.

SUPV. #4 called immediately and SAC called immediately and
Lhhex^.J

on their orders SA JOHN ^^35^ called and told to check the motel for 

all available information on the man but not to interview him until 

n,orning- ^^J
At 2 :01 AM, SA ’T^SST called in to advise he had checked out 

the above and advised SUPV. #4. The man is U.K. THOMPSON, 1097 Lynwood 

Blvd., Nashville, Tenn. He is employed by GENESCO, INC., paying his 

bills on an American Express credit card and the reservation was made

through the West End Holiday Inn, Nashville on 4/2/68. He is scheduled

to stay until 4/9/68. He is in room 104 and is checked in with one

other adult and two children

ed of results of checkDet

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savi
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Memorandum
TO SAC, TAMPAN(157-3231)

FROM SA GORDON W. TINDLE

subject: MURKIN 
OO:ME

Tampa and

Club Box
on 4/8/68 
suggested 
track:

iOS

date: 4/8/68

Re Detroit teletype 4/7/68 to Bureau 
Memphis.

Investigation at Sanford-Orlando Kennel 
651, Longwood, Fla., by SA GORDON W. TINDLE 
revealed the following concerning individuals 
by Mr. JERRY COLLINS, owner of the above dog

Mr. EUGENE PARHAM, Money Room Manager, advised 
his wife’s name is BARBARA and his wife’s mother is de- 
ceased. She was not from Tennessee and her name was not 
VIRGINIA. Mr. RICHARD MANNING, Assistant Mutuals Manager,
advised his wife’s na^e is MARGARET and wife’s mother is 
not named VIRGINIA and she is not from Tenn. Mr. JOE 
GIRARD, Dog Man, advised his wife’s name is LORENE and 
his wife’s mother is CARRIE JOHNSON and she is not from 
Tenn.

Mr. DAVID WARD, Supt., above Dog Track, advised 
that ’’SONNY” G. A. ALDERSON is not at the Sanford-Orlando 
Track but can be reached at the St. Petersburg Dog Track.

LEAD:
—TAMPA DIV

fe 1

/&bi

AT ST. PETERSBURG, FLA,
Will Interview SONNY d, A. ALDERSON at St. Peters* 

burg Dog Track to ascertain his wife’s name, and whether his 
wife’s mother’s name is VIRGINIA and is from Tenn.

2 / Tampa
GWT:ad
<2) .. I

Ms

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Ba;

AF^ ’Q68

- ^^^i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ABOUT NINETEEN SIXTY THREE, HAD EXPRESSED A GREAT DISLIKES

FOR DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. HEDGEMAN SAID LYMAN HAD FOUR

OR FIVE RIFLES, MOST OF WHICH WERE EQUIPPED WITH SCOPES

WHICH GUNS HE HAD ALLEGEDLY USED FOR HUNTING BEAR IN

HE ALLEGEDLY MADE STATEMENTS TO HEDGEMAN SEVERAL TIMES

THAT HIS AMBITION WAS TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING AMONG ^

OTHERS

HEDGEMAN FURNISHED BACKGROUND INFORMATION LYMAN

WHICH IDENTIFIED HIM WITH ONE THERAL BURNS WHITE

HALE, BORN FIVE

FEET NINE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED THIRTY POUNDS, BROWN HAIR

GRM:bg 
(1) As

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

TP 157-3231

PAGE TWO

AND EYES, ONE OF THE SUBJECTS OF CASE ENTITLED ”THERAL BURNS 

LYMAN, AKA - FUGITIVE; DAVID JOSEPH JIRON, UFAP - FORGERY; 

ITSMV; ITSP; SSA, NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT", SAN DIEGO ORIGIN.

REPORT OF SA THEODORE S. KRAMER DATED JULY TWENTY 

EIGHT, SIXTY FOUR AT DETROIT, RE THIS MATTER, INDICATED 

LYMAN THEN IN CUSTODY IN MICHIGAN, HAD INDICATED A DESIRE 

TO WAIVE EXTRADITION AND WAS TO BE RETURNED TO SAN DIEGO, 

CALIF., TO FACE CHARGES ON A FORGERY WARRANT.

SAN DIEGO ASCERTAIN DISPOSITION RE LYMAN AND CONDUCT 

APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION IN EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF HE 

SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A SUSPECT IN INSTANT CASE.

7^^

Approved: __________ _ _______________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI I AN PA

1042AM URGENT 4-9-68 BLW

10 DIKECIOK/ sAN DIEGO/ BI nNINGHAM AND MEMPHIS

FROM TAMPA (157-3231) DP

MURK IN

JERKY HEDGEmANz ONE EEkO THREE NINE - SIXTH AVENUE / 
SOUTH* 31* PETERSBURG* FLA* HAS ADVISED ONE^BuRNS^LYMAN/y/ 

AN EXPERT iKEE IHIMMEk FOR WHOM HE WORKED AT Si* PETERSBURG 

ABOUT NINETEEN SIXTY THREE* HAD EXPRESSED A GxEAT DISLIKE 

FOR DR* MARI IN LUIHER KING* HEDGEmAN SAID LYMAN HAD FOUR 

OR FIVE RIFLES* MOS I OF WHICH WEkE EQUIPPED WITH SCOPES/ 

WHICH GUNS HE HAD ALLEGEDLY USED FOR HUNTING BEAK IN UTAH* 

HE ALLEGEDLY HADE 3 TADEMENTS TO HEDGEHAN SEVERAL TINES 

that his Ambition was to kill martin luthek king among

OTHERS•

HEDGEMAN FURNISHED BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE LYMAN 

WHICH IDENTIFIED HIM WITH ONE THEKAL BURNS j^ANz WHITE 

MALE/ BORN / AT MOAB/ UTAH/ FIVE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

TP 157-3231

AND EYES> ONE OF THE SUBJECTS OF CASE ENTITLED "THEKAL BURNS 

LYMAN, AKA - FUGITIVE; DAVID JOSEPH JI RON, UFAP - FORGERY; 

IMVJ Itsp; SSA, NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT," SAN DIEGO ORIGIN.

REPORT' OF SA THEODORE S. KRAMER DATED JULY TWENTY 

EIGHT, SIXTY FOUR AT DETROIT, RE THIS MATTER, INDICATED 

LYMAN THEN IN CUSTODY IN MICHIGAN, HAD INDICATED A DESIRE 

TO WAIVE EXTRADITION AND WAS IO EE'RETURNED TO SAN. DIEGO, 

CALIF., TO FACE CHARGES ON A FORGERY WARRANT.

SAN DIEGO ASCERTAIN DISPOSITION HE LYMAN AND CONDUCT 

APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TN EFFORT 10 DETERMINE IF HE 

SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A SUSPECT IN INSTANT CASE.

END 

B JP 

FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE
Via _____________________

F B I

Date: 4/9/68

PLAINTEXT________
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(P riority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS

FROM:SAC, TAMPA ^57-3231) y

MURKIN; CR; 00: MEMPHIS

RE TAMPA TELETYPE APRIL NINE »£;/0ST7W I

SOURCE JAMES SHUSTER, CASSELBERRY, FLORIDA

ATTEMPTED TO TELEPHONE HIS WIFE, CHRISTINA SHUSTER

NEE MCDANIEL IN MEMPHIS A.M. OF INSTANT DATE TO

DISCREETLY ASCERTAIN EXACT WHEREABOUTS

OF JAMES KIDDER BUT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL

AND EMPLOYMENT
HE EXPECT^HIS

WIFE TO CALL BACK AT TWO P.M. SHUSTER FEELS KIDDER

WILL AUTOMATICALLY RUN IF BECOMES AWARE ANY INQUIRY

IS MADE CONCERNING HIM. SHUSTER FEELS VIRGINIA

MCDANIEL IF CONTACTED WILL ADVISE KIDDER

FOLLOWING DEVELOPED CONCERNING JAMES KIDDER. NO

KNOWN ALIASES. JAMES SHUSTER IS MARRIED TO CHRISTINA

DAUGHTER OF VIRGINIA MCDANIEL WHO IS DIVORCED FROM

C. V. MCDANIEL, AKA’’BUNNY’’ AND VIRGINIA EITHER MARRIED

Approved: ______

;mphis 
[Ta mpa 
T:sas

OR COMMON LAW WIFE OF JAMES KIDDER. CHRISTINA AND

VIRGINIA LEFT ORLANDO

Sent
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in ____________________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via___________________  ____________________________
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

8H8iS¥flW^mffl«M5^^
truprc—n itM.w^M DlhlRIPydMEMPHIS, NO TELEPHONE.

VJJUWTA STATING AWHD THE CORNER AY RESIDENCE—

QL^mrBEim=Tm™^nFwo=^^
miTDJiat-J MBillLJOK^-AWSS-Wl^ SHUSTER FEELS

KIDDER WITH VIRGINIA. ON EITHER APRIL FOUR,BUT 

BELIEVED TO BE APRIL FIVE^ SHUSTER RECEIVED A TELEPHONE 

CALL FROM CHRISTINA IN MEMPHIS. SHE REMARKED KIDDER WAS 

BACK AND WORKING BUT FURNISHED NO DETAILS. SHUSTER 

SAID KIDDER HANGS OUT AT OASIS BAR ACROSS FROM A 

GREYHOUND BUS STATION IN MEMPHIS. KIDDER ACTS AS 

THOUGH HE IS RUNNING FROM THE LAW AND HAS MENTIONED 

IN PAST BEING INVOLVED IN TROUBLE BUT FURNISHED

NO DETAILS. VIRGINIA HAS MENTIONED FBI HAD BEEN AROUND 

IN THE PAST,i» KIDDER HAD BEEN IN THE USAE IN EITHER

KOREA OR JAPAN AND »» HE HAD GOTTEN A DISHONORABLE 

DISCHARGE FOR BEING AWOL.

Approved: ________ _ ___________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent_________________ M Per____________________

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ^

FBI |

Date: ।

Transmit the following in ________________________________  j
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via __________________________  _____________________________________________________ ___ t
(Priority) 

_ ___________________________________________________________________________________________ J_________

PAGE THREE

KIDDER HAS STATED HE RECEIVES A PENSION, HE HAD A PLATE 

IN HIS HEAD AND A BAD BACK. KIDDER DOES NOT TALK UNLESS 

DRINKING AT WHICH TIME HE ATTEMPTS TO SOUND TOUGH. HE IS 

SENSITIVE, MOODY, GETS DEPRESSED AND SULKS IN A CORNER 

FOR HOURS WITH LITTLE OR NO PROVOCATION. HE IS NOT 

KNOWN TO BE ARMED OR DANGEROUS. DRINKS HEAVILY. HE 

MENTIONED BEING FROM CALIFORNIA, NORTH PART OF STATE, 

PLACE UNKNOWN. MENTIONED BEING MARRIED IN THE PAST HAVING 

A THIRTEEN YEAR OLD DAUGHTER BUT IDENTITIES AND LOCATIONS 

UNKNOWN. KIDDER DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, AMERICAN, 

BELIEVED BORN CALIFORNIA, AGE THIRTY TWO DASH THIRTY THREE 

YEARS, ABOUT FIVE FOOT NINE INCHES, ABOUT ONE HUNDRED 

FORTY FIVE DASH FIFTY POUNDS, MEDIUM BUILD BUT ON THE 

SLENDER SIDE NOT SKINNY; FULL HEAD OF HAIR, DARK BELIEVED 

TO BE BLACK, COMBS STRAIGHT BACK, SMALL WAVE IN FRONT 

AND DUCK TAILS ON REAR SIDES. COMPLEXION DARK APPEARS 

NET AND CLEAN BUT SOMEWHAT SWARTHY OR GREASY LIKE A 

MEXICAN WHEN VIEWED CLOSELY.

Approved: ------------------ ------------------------------- Sent _________________ M Per ____________________
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD^b (Rev. 5-22-64) ^ ^ I

FBI *

Date: ■

Transmit the following in ------------------------------------------------.---------------------------------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code) '

Via --------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------—.---------------------------------------- 1
(Priority) ,

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ J_____________

PAGE FOUR

FREQUENTLY WEARS LEVI TYPE PANTS, SPORT SHIRTS AND 

FAVORITE BLACK MOCCASIN TOED SHOES HAVING BLACK 

RUBBER CLEATED SOLES. AVOIDS BEING FINGERPRINTED 

AND PHOTOGRAPHED^ NO PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE. LAST 

KNOWN TO HAVE NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX OR FIFTY-SEVEN 

DODGE, ELECTRIC PUSH BUTTON SHIFT POSSIBLY GREEN 

OVER WHITE BODY WITH WHITE TOP. SHUSTER NOT 

ADVISED OF NATURE OF INQUIRY BUT HAS ALWAYS BEEN 

SUSPICIOUS HE IS A WANTED PERSON. SHUSTER IS NOT 

ADVISING CHRISTINA OF FBI CONTACT. ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY SHUSTER WILL BE IMMEDIATELY 

FORWARDED.

Memphis Attempt koc/rre aa/d i/jt^Wi^vJ 
KjM>e£. /H PoTEMTM U ^US^EGT THIS O/1SE. 

OTHE^. kepis' TamPA DNlS'ofJ f^E KiDbEi^_ 

13E/M& HEl.3> /A) fi/SEy/WtE 'pEAJ'Z>n)<5- 7?esolT5 
of /West/^~/oJ ^s- fv-ftt f^m &w&-ff-^ 
AE-ipu&rrEp #dw£.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

440PM URGENT 4-9-66 BLw

TO DIRECTOR* BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS

FROM TAMPA C157-3631) 4P

murkin; ch; oo Memphis*

KE TAMPA TELEIXHE APRIL NINE INSTANT.

SOURCE* JAMES SHUSTER* CAsbELBEnH.Y * FLORIDA

Ai TEMP TED 1’0 TELEPHONE HIS WIFE* CHRISTINA SHUSTER 

NEE MC DANIEL* IN MEMPHIS A*M. OF INSTAN 1 DAIE 10 

DISCREETLY AbCEhHAIN EXACT WHEREABOUTS AND EMPLOYMENT 

OF JAMES KIDDER BUI WAS UNSUCCESSFUL* HE EapECIED His 

WIFE TO CALL BACK AT TWO P*M* SHUSTER FEELS KIDDEn 

WILL AUTOMATICALLY RUN IF BECOMES AWArE ANY INQUIRY 

IS MADE CONCERNING HIM* sHUSTER FEELs VIRGINIA 

MC DANIEL IF CONTACTED WILL ADVISE KIDDER.

FOLLOWING DEVELOPED CONCERNING JAMES KIDDER* NO 

KNOWN ALIASES* JAMES SHUSTER Is MARRIED TO CHRISTINA 

DAUGHTER OF VIRGINIA MC DANIEL WHO IS DIVORCED FROM 

C. V. MC DANIEL* AKA ’’BUNNY'* AND VIRGINIA EI THEN MAhrIED 

Or COMMON LAW WIFE OF JAMES KIDDER. CHrIsTINA AND 

VIRGINIA LEFT-ORLANDO* FLORIDA AREA IHrEE WEEKS AGO FOR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE no

TP 157-3231

MEMPHIS.

' SHUSTER FEELS KIDDER EI TH VIRGINIA. ON EITHER APRIL 

FOUR* BUI BELIEVED IO BE APRIL FIVE* SHUSTER RECEIVED A 

TELEPHONE CALL h ROM CHRISTINA IN MEMPHIS. SHE REMARKED 

KIDDER WAS BACK AND FORKING BUT FURNISHED NO DETAILS. SHUSTER 

SAID KIDDER HANGS OUT AT OASIS BAK ACROSS FhOMA 

GREYHOUND BUS STATION IN MEMPHIS. KIDDEk ACTS AS 

THOUGH HE IS RUNNING FROM THE LAW AND HAS MENTIONED 

IN FAST BEING INVOLVED IN TROUBLE BUT FURNISHED

NO DETAILS. VIRGINIA HAS MENTIONED FBI HAD BEEN AROUND

IN THE PAST. KIDDER HAD BEEN IN THE USAF IN EITHER

KOREA OK JAPAN AND HE HAD GOTTEN A DISHONORABLE

DISCHARGE FOK BEING AwOL.

KIDDER HAS STATED HE RECEIVES A PENSION* HE HAD A PLATE 

IN HIS HEAD AND A BAD BACK. KIDDER DOES NOT TALK UNLESS 

DRINKING AT WHICH TIME HE ATTEMPTS 10 SOUND TOUGH. HE IS 

SENSITIVE* MOODY* GETS DEPRESSED AND SULKS IN A CORNER 

FOR HOURS WITH LITTLE OH NO PROVOCATION. HE IS NOT 

KNOWN 10 BE AHMED Oh DANGEROUS. DRINKS HEAVILY. HE 

MENTIONED BEING.FROM CALIFORNIA* NORTH PART OF STATE* 

PLACE UNKNOWN. MENTIONED BEING MAHhIED IN THE PAST HAVING 

A THIRTEEN YEAR OLD DAUGHTER BUT IDENTITIES AND LOCATIONS 

UNKNOWN. KIDDER DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE* AMERICAN* . 

BELIEVED BORN CALIFORNIA* AGE THIRTY TWO - THIRTY THREE

YEARS* ABOUT FIVE FOOT NINE INCHES* ABOUT ONE HUNDRED

FORTY FIVE - FIFTY POUNDS*HEDI UH BUILD BUT' ON THE

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE • -

TP 157-3231

SLENDER SIDE NOT SKINNY; FULL HEAD OF HAIKj DARK BELIEVED 

TO BE BLACK> COMBS STRAIGHT BACK* SMALL WAVE IN FKON1 

AND DOCK TAILS ON REAR SIDES* COMPLEXION DARK APPEARS 

NEAT AND CLEAN BUT SOMEWHAT SWARTHY OR GREASY LIKE A 

MEXICAN WHEN VIEWED CLOSELY* 

FREQUENTLY WEARS LEVI TYPE PANTS, SPORT SHIRTS AND 

FAVORITE BLACK MOCCASIN TOED SHOES HAVING BLACK 

RUBBER CLEATED SOLES, AVOIDS BEING FINGERPRINTED 

AND PHOTOGRAPHED, NO PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE. LAST 

KNOWN TO HAVE NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX OR FIFTY-SEVEN 

DODGE, ELECTRIC PUSH BOTTON SHIFT POSSIBLY GREEN 

OVER WHITE BODY WITH WHITE TOP* SHUSTER NOT 

ADVISED OF NATURE OF INQUIRY BUT HAS ALWAYS BEEN 

SUSPICIOUS HE ISA WANTED PERSON* SHUSTER IS NOT 

ADVISING CHRISTINA OF FBI CONTACT. ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY SHUSTER WILL BE IMMEDIATELY 

FORWARDED. ■

END PAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR

TP 157-3231

MEMPHIS ATTEMPT LOCATE AND INTERVIEW KIDDE^ Ut' ; ‘ 

POTENTIAL SUSPECT TH it CASE. ’ UThW LEADe' TA^

RE KIDDER BEING HELD IN ABHANCE PENDING' RESULT bE ' ' 

INVESTIGATION REQUESTED ABOVE.’' ’

END

GAB

FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104-01

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) date: 4/9/68

from : SA DENNIS R. DICKSON

subject: MURKIN

Re report of SA HUGN N, SMITH at 
Tampa dated 4/5/68, regarding JAMES A. POUNCY.

JAMES ALBERT POUNCY, aka 
JAMES ALBERT POUNCEY

The following investigation was 
conducted by SAs DICKSON and WHELAN:

On 4/5/68 attempts to locate JAMES 
ALBERT POUNCEY at 216 S. Albany Avenue, Apartment 
7, Tampa, Florida were negative on several 
occasions. On 4/5/68, EDITH MCPHEE, manager, 
apartment 2, 216 S. Albany Avenue, Tampa, Florida, 
advised that JAMES A. POUNCEY resided at apart­
ment 7 however, he was evicted from his apartment 
approximately 2 months ago for failure to pay 
his rent, and his present whereabouts are un­
known. She advised that several individuals, 
one of whom was believed from the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office had contacted her in 
reference to several worthless checks which 
allegedly had been writen by subject. She 
stated that Pouncey was believed to be pre­
viously employed at Tampa Bay Hotel during spring 
of 1967 and possibly at the Causeway Inn and 
International Inn in Tampa. She described 
POUNCEY as white male, approximately 56 years 
old, wearing a mustache, and having black hair. 
She noted that among some trash that was left 
by POUNCEY in his room was a letter with a re­
turn address of MRS. ESTELLE POUNCEY, 608 W.
Buffalo Avenue, Tampa, Florida, and another 
envelope marked WILLIAM POUNCEY, 713 April Street, 
Montgomery, Alabama. She stated that POUNCEY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TP 157-3231

On 4/5/68, EUGENE PITTS, 216 S.
Albany Avenue, Tampa, Florida, advised that 
he has seen POUNCEY on several occasions 
in the immediate past catch the Port Tampa 
Bus at approximately 5:15 in front of a 
loan company on the Northwest corner of 
Tampa and Twiggs Street. He advised that 
he could furnish no additional information 
regarding present whereabouts or employment 
of subject.

On 4/5/68, VA GOMEZ, Services 
Division, Tampa PD; 4/8/68, E. GOELITZ, 
Identification Division, Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office, advised that they could 
locate no record identifiable with JAMES 
ALBERT POUNCEY or POUNCY.

On 4/8/68, BETTY CLOSE, Tampa Credit 
Bureau, advised that JAMES ALBERT POUNCEY and 
wife ESTELLE had been known to the file since 
August, 1965. She advised that credit report 
reflected numerous collections and the following 
were employments as listed for subject:

Martin Advertising Agency 
(as of February, 1967)

Beacon Press Company , Kennedy Boulevard, Tampa 
(as of October, 1966) 

Standard Coffee Company 
As a salesman for 3 and J years 
(as of August, 1965)

United Artist Studio 
LinoirCity, Tennessee 
As sales manager since 1961

The following were residences of 
subject as reflected in credit file:

216 S. Albany Avenue 
Tampa, Florida 
(as of February, 1967)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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405 De Leon Street 
Tampa, Florida 
(as of October, 1966)

205j W. Platt Street 
Tampa, Florida 
(prior to October, 1966)

608 W. Buffalo Avenue 
Tampa, Florida

4003 Ola Avenue 
Tampa, Florida

300 Gray Street 
Knoxville, Tennessee

MRS. CLOSE advised that POUNCEY is a 
native of Crenshaw County, Alabama and his 
wife is a native of Knoxville, Tennessee.

On 4/9/68, J.W. MARTIN, Martin Ad­
vertising Agency, 1720 Watrous Avenus, Tampa, 
Florida, advised that subject was discharged 
from his employment at company over one year 
ago due to unsatisfactory performance. MR. 
MARTIN advised that he last saw subject 
approximately 6 months ago and was believed 
working at Pinellas County, Florida with an 
individual named SCOTT KING or SCOTT MCDONALD 
sending a male handlers publication. MR. 
MARTIN described POUNCEY as a ’’mental case” 
and was ’’playing with a half deck of cards”. 
MR. MARTIN could furnish no information as 
to present whereabouts of subject.

The following investigation was 
conducted by SAs DICKSON and SA KELLER:

On 4/9/68, GEORGE MOUNT, 608 W. 
Buffalo Avenue, Tampa, Florida, who advised 
that he owns and rents the premises at 608 
W. Buffalo, advised that he could not ever 
recall renting to a party named POUNCEY.

On 4/9/68, MRS. FIELDING, 610 W.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Buffalo Avenue, Tampa, Florida, advised that 
she recalls a magazine salesman from Tennessee 
who resided at 608 W. Buffalo Avenue, in 
approximately March or April of 1966. She 
stated that this family, departed this address 
and believed to have moved to an apartment 
on Tampa Street near Buffalo Avenue. She 
stated that this family had a daughter named 
CONNIE PRUETTE or TRUETTE who resides in the 
Wellswood section of Tampa and she believed 
that the subject was known at the bar located 
on the corner of Buffalo and Tampa Street.

On 4/9/68, MATHEW RISCILE, manager, 
and RICHARD VILCHEZ, bartender, Pheonix Bar, 
3915 Tampa Street, Tampa, advised that they 
were not acquainted with an individual named 
JAMES POUNCEY.

On 4/9/68, MRS. GEORGE A. MERET, 
205| W. Platt Street, Tampa, advised that JAMES 
POUNCEY resided at this address approximately 
3 years ago however, he was evicted -from the 
premises inasmuch as he did not pay his rent. 
She stated that he had had marital problems 
and separated from his wife and she could 
furnish no information as to present where­
abouts: of POUNCEY, or his wife, nor could she 
furnish information as to where subject is 
presently employed.

On 4/9/68, CHARLES WHEMSIT, 
’’protect identity”, Postal Inspectors Office, 
Tampa, Florida, advised a review of the 
records failed to reflect a forwarding 
address for JAMES A. POUNCEY, 216 S. Albany 
Avenue, Tampa, Florida, Apartment 7.

On 4/9/68, MR. DERBY, bookkeeper’, 
Causeway Inn, Tampa, and J.F. SEELINGER, 
bookkeeper, Bayview Hotel, Tampa, Florida, 
advised that review of records failed to 
reflect employment for a JAMES A. POUNCEY 
during the last several years.
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Addendum

SA WALTER GRANGER advisedaat 5:25 P.M., 4/9/68, 
that CHARLES RUMFORD had exhibited to him papers which 
specify that he, RUMFORD, has been declared legally 
incompetent by the court in Pinellas County (as of 
4/17/67). His condition is described on the papers as 
schizophrenic reaction, mixed type manifested by 
inappropriate actions, paranoid ideation, impairment of 
judgment due to psychotic thinking.

GRANGER indicated that RUMFORD was discharged from 
the USN because of a nervous condition, and that he is 
presently under the care of a psychiatrist. When GRANGER 
asked him about a description of POUNCY, he indicated 
that he had been under a heavy mental strain, therefore 
any description furnished by him might be far wrong.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1M2 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, TAMPA (157-3231-5) date: 5/27/68

FROM 3PC AL LYNDEN SMITH

subject: MURKIN

At 9:43 PM this date an individual identify'ng himself 
aS CIA LES RUMFORD telephonic.-11 y contacted this office and 
advised he wished to be cont ted by an agent of this office 

e captioned matter. Rumford furnished St. Petersburg addr ss 
% YMCA, 5th St. and Second Ave., Rm. 211, Telephone 862-5141.

Supervisor Belanger advised and indicated that previo s 
contacts with Rumford reflected Rumford to be mentally in­
competent and therefore contacting him would be a futile 
effort if any hopes were held toward obtaining useful informa- 
tion.

Tampa file 157-3231-5 and 157-3231-38 reflects information 
re contacts previously by agents f this of ice with Rumford.

Submitted for information of file only.

als
-2-

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum 
TO : SflC.T^PA O5"1-393^ 

from : sMo£a 8 H^ae^s

subject: *''* *4

SA ^oeton Tiuti-^ ^Amisq]

date:

mn

sy«&RjtCto J^™ts Shmsts? (6>u.te n^! CfisTcf^ee-l ^^. ^ 
^sUft. ‘S^ujs^m. oAxhuA^oV ^ ujv^ ^^st^ ^ (j^swiXj 
m^kL^ uj^ hA.^U^x. C.M. H\cOawi?c aVaL^BuNKH <x+ 63 3 N.

”buvjc^P ( ETM^^s^ |'4^vj- l4^ vfto^-ML'^'fcQ'KBSi KtbO^

^o ^<^ ^^tt ("R^^^^ KIUJ<A<JE< sag-tsm*?, 
SVjjj^^GjA^^A^ ^> OJv^^aA oAw^(A Waa <5^0.^

<^f^^s ^(ALjUOS -Wv

4\^s8>. Ss^jita^ Kjo^aujoj^ S'
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PM 321 UnGENT 4-9-68 EM 1

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND TAMPA

EROM CLEVELAND (44-565) IPG

MURKIN

RE TAMPA TEL IO BUREAU, APRIL EIGHT, cl a HEIGHT*

0
THOMAE THOHOMAN, ROUTE TWO, bPENCEKVILLE, OHIO, 18 PAINTER

AND PAPEHHANGER WHO LEFT NOV., N INETEEN 81 XU SEVEN, TO WORK IN 

FLORIDA. ADDRESS IN FLA. IS ROUTE ONE, BOX THIkTYIWO A, 

CLERMONT. INQUIRY, POST OFFICE AND wUH NEIGHBORS, REFLECTS 

THOHOMAN EXPECTED IO RETURN ANY DAY FROM FLA., EXACT DATE NOT 

KNOWN. NEIGHBORS DESCRIBE THUROMAN Ab WM, FOKTYFIVE TO FIFTYFIVE 

YEARS, FIVE FT. TEN INS. TO SIX Fl., ONE FIFTY TO UNE SIXTY LBS.,

BROWN HAIR GETTING GRAY. HE 18 A SEVENTH DAY ADVENT I Si OH 

MENNONITE. HE TRAVELS WITH WIFE VIOLET AND CHILDREN IN HIS 

STAT1ONWAGON. THEY KNOW OF NOTHING DEROGATORY.

TAMPA, AT CLERMONT, FLA. IMMEDIATELY CHECK ROUTE ONE, 

BOX TH1RTYTWO A, KE THOHOMAN AND CONTINUE INVESTIGATION TO •

DETERMINE HIS WHEREABOUTS DURING PERTINENT PERIOD.

AIK MAIL COPY

BEING FURNISHED TO

END

BLW

FBI TAMPA
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HE TP TELS FOUR-NINE-SIXTYEIGHT

SOURCE JAMES SHUSTER, REQUESTED IDENTITY BE CONCEALED, TEL

CONTACTED HIS WIFE IN MEMPHIS AT SIX PM INSTANT DATE, DID NOT

FBI CONTACT. SHE REVEALED JAMES KIDDER AND VIRGINIA MOVED ON^

UNKNOWN NUMBER ON PEABODY ST. OR

ABOUT ONE WEEK. CHRIS INDICATED

AVE MEMPHIS. TEMPORARY QUAR^j

KIDDER WORKING WAY OUT ON LA M/

A FACTORY MAKING PAPER CUPS, OBTAINED THE JOB THROUGH UNKNOWN

AGENCY. VIRGINIA NOT WORKING. KIDDERS* LAST KNOWN CAR WHITE WjK

LIGHT GREEN STRIPE DOWN BODY, WHITE TOP

END

(S 6<?T/Ciz?^

sE&rCHED^. 
INDEXED^. 
SERW&0- 
filed ^
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FBI WASH DC ’’

D

FBI TAMPA

644 PM 4-9-66 URGENT HOE

TO DI HEUIOH BIRMINGHAM MEMPHIS

FROM TAMPA 157-3^31 .

MURKIN* OR OO:ME

RE TP TELs FOUR-NINE-sIX i 7 EHiHi •

SOURCE JAMES SHUST ER* REQUESTED IDENTITY BE CONCEALED* 1ELEPHONICAE

CONTACTED HIS WIFE IN MEMPHIS Al SIX PM INSTANT DATE* DID NOT REVEAL 

FBI CONTACT* SHE REVEALED JAMEs KIDDER AND VIRGINIA MOVED ON SUNDAY TO 

UNKNOWN NUMBER ON PEABODY ST* OR AVE MEMPHIS* TEMPORARY QUARTERS FOR 

ABOUT UNE WEEK* CHRIS INDICATED KIDDER WORKING wAY OUT ON LA MAK AVE IN 

A FACTOR! MAKING PAPER CUPS* OBTAINED THE JOB THROUGH UNKNOWN EMPLOYMENT 

AGENCY. VIRGINIA NOT WORKING* KIDDERS’ LAST KNOWN CAR WHITE WITH 

LIGHT GREEN STRIPE DOWN BODY* WHITE TOP*

END

JR

FBI WASH DC

/^>- 3 2- ^7~ 77
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Transmit the following in

Approved
Special Agent in Charge

Sent Per

URGENTteletype
a Via

PLAINTEXT________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

157-3231

REFERENCED CLEVELAND TELETYPE ADVISES AS FOLLOWS

WORK IN FLORIDA

EXPECTED TO RETURN ANY DAY FROM FLAREFLECTS THOROMAN

EXACT DATE NOT KNOWN NEIGHBORS DESCRIBE THOROMAN AS WM

FORTYFIVE TO FIFTYFIVE

FEET, ONE FIFTY TO ONE

HE IS A SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST OR

WITH WIFE VIOLET AND CHILDREN IN

KNOW OF fNOTHING DEROGATORY,

TWO A. CLERMONT

RE TAMPA TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR APRIL EIGHT, LAST AND

HIS STATION WAGON. THEY

CLEVELAND TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, APRIL NINE, INSTANT

L?” Tampa
1 - Cleveland (Airmail)(44-565)

MENNONITE. HE TRAVELS

TO: DIRECTOR AND SACS, JACKSONVILLE AND MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC

AND PAPERHANGER WHO LEFT NOV., NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN. TO

MURKIN. BUFILE FOUR FOUR - THREE EIGHT EIGHT SIX ONE

THOMAS THOROMAN, ROUTE TWO, SPENCERVILLE, OHIO, IS PAINTER

ADDRESS IN FLA. IS ROUTE ONE. BOX THIRTY

INQUIRY, POST OFFICE AND WITH NEIGHBORS

YEARS, FIVE TEET TEN INCHES. TO SIX

SIXTY LBS., BROWN HAIR GETTING GRAY

SEARCHED, 
indexed^. 
SEIZED. 
WLED __
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Date
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FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

632 PH URGENT 4/9/66 ALS

TO DIRECTOR JACKSONVILLE AND MEMPHIS

FROM TAMPA C 1 5 7 - 3 2 31 )

MURKIN* BUFILE FOUR FOUR " THREE EIGH1 EIGHI SIX ONE*

KE TAMPA TELETYPE TO.DIRECTOR APRIL EIGHT, LAST AND 

CLEVELAND TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, APRIL NINE, INSTANT* 

REFERENCED CLEVELAND TELETYPE ADVISES AS FOLLOWS*

THOMAS THOKOMAN, ROUTE TWO, SPENCERVILLE, OHIO, Is PAINTER AND 

PAPEHHANGEK WHO LEFT NOV*, NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN, TO WORK IN 

FLORIDA* ADDRESS IN FLA* IS ROUTE ONE, BOX THIRTY TWO A, 

CLERMONT. INQUIRY, POST OFFICE AND NEGHBORS, REFLECTS THOKOMAN 

EXPECTED TO RETURN ANY DAY FEON FLA*, EXACT DATE NOT KNOWN.

NEIGHBORS DESCRIBE THOKOHAN As WM, FOKTYFIvE TO FIFTYFIVE YEARS, 

FIVE FT* TEN IN*, TO SIX FT., ONE FIFTY TO ONE SIXTY LBS., BROWN 

HAIR GETTING GRAY* HE Is A SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST OK MENNONITE. 

HE TRAVELS WITH WIFE VIOLET AND OHILDREN IN His STATION WAGON. 

THEY KNOW OF NOTHING DEROGATORY.

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED

/r ?- 3>3/' /2-
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PAGE TWO 

IP 157-3231 

SINCE CLERMON1, FLA* IS IN JACKSONVILLE WtHTiORy# 

JACKSONVILLE HANDLE LEAD SEI OUT IN REFERENCED CLEVELAND 

TELE1YPE TO IMMEIIATELY CHECK RODIE ONE, EOK THIRTY IWO A, 

CLERMONT, KE THOkOMAN, AND CONTINUE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE 

his whereabouts during pertinent period* Cleveland 

ADVISED BY AI EMAIL* 

END .

JHS 

FBI WASH DC 

TSJ - FBI, MEMPHIS ) 
CJA - FBI, JACKSONVILLE y*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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• •

' PACfe i w€ —------- ^___-

UPON RECEIPT.* ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMHEDI A1 ELY QeLEPHONI CALLY 

CONTACT ALL LAUNDRIES IN YOUR DIVISIONS TO IDENTIFY

LAUNDRY USING THIS CODE AND THESE TAGS AND PURSUE LOGICAL

LEADS DEVELOPED*

IF PERTINENT LAUNDRY IDENTIFIED^ IMMEDIATELY ADVISE

BUREAU TELEPHONICALLY*

THIS MUST BE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY HANDLING TO INJURE

THAT THESE CHECKS ARE IMMEDIATELY KUN OUT*

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANYONE BE TOLD THIS

INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION WI TH' CAP HONED MATTER*

END

PUL

FBI MIAMI

ALS

FBI TAMPA '

JLC

FBI JACKSVLE

UUP

FBI-COLUMBIA

THIS IS FBI SACTO WE RECEVED YOUR MESG* TWICE AND YOU NEVER ASKED

FOR A RESPONSE.

AACTO W THAT IS A FRECK THING CANUSE BY THE WIRE I RECEIVE

A DISCONNECT N AND THE OPR JUST CONNECT YOU UP WITH ME THIS TIME 

PLEASE ACK AND I ILL 1ALK TO YOU LAiEH 

S

JXP

FBI SACTO

SV -*PNR

FBI SAVANNAH

AT**MRB

FBI ATLANTA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI ALBANY

10:33PM I M M E D I A T E 4/9768 RwP

TO: DIRECTOR AND SACS MEMPHIS, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, COLUMBIA 

JACKSON, JACKSONVILLE, i’ll AMI, RICHMOND 

TAMPA

WHOM: SAC, ALBANI (44“*493) ^~

MURKIN, Ch. 00: MEMPHIS* ,

. RE ALBANY TELCALLS TO BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE AND JACKSON

APRIL NINE INSTANT.

FOK THE INFO OF OFFICES NOT PREVIOUSLY RECEIVING THIS

INFO, SEARCH OF PREMISES BELIEVED OCCUPIED BY UNSUB kHO 

ASSASSINATED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING ON FOUR FOUR SIXTYEIGHT,

DISCLOSED SUITCASE IN WHICH WAS LOCATED TEE SHIRT AND UNDER­

SHORTS BEARING LAUNDRY HARK ON RED TAPE WITH BLACK LETTERING

BELIEVED 'TO BE THERMO-SEAL TYPE, MANUFACTURED BY TEXTILE

MARKING MACHINE CO., INC., SYRACUSE, N.Y. THE TAPE Is ONE

QUARTER INCH WIDE AND ONE AND ONE SIXTEENTH INCH LONG AND

BEARS LETTERS AND NUMBERS ZERO TWO B DASH SIX.

EXPERTS AT TEXTILE HARKING MACHINE COMPANY ADVISE

TYPE ON THIS MACHINE IS UNUSUAL IN "THAI THE FIRST TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AL 44-493 \

PAGE TWO .

CHARACTERS ARE FIFTEEN POINT TYPE AND THE LAST THREE

CHARACTERS ARE EIGHTEEN POINT TYPE, WITH THE MIDDLE CHARACTER, 

THE LETTER B, PROBABLY BEING NARROW RATHER THAN REGULAR TYPE* 

THE USUAL MACHINE CARRIES FIFTEEN POINT TYPE FOR THE FIRST 

THREE CHARACTERS AND EIGHTEEN POIN1 TYPE FOK THE LAST TWO .

CHARACTERS•

TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE EXPERTS ALSO STATED THIS MACHINE

IS DEFECTIVE IN THAT IT IS PRODUCING A TAPE ONE AND ONE SIXTEENTH 

INCH LONG INSTEAD OF UNE AND ONE EIGHTH INCH LONG AND IS NOT 

PROJECTING THE TAPE FAR ENOUGH RESULTING IN CUTTING OFF A 

PORTION OF THE FIRST LETTER* THE CODE USED IN THE NORTH­

EASTERN PART OF THE UNITED STATES IS AS FOLLOWS:

THE FIRST LETTER 0 STANDS FOR LOT NUMBER; THE FIRST 

NUMBER TWO INDICATES THE DAY OF THE WEEK, TWO BEING TUESDAY; . 

THE SECOND LETTER INDICATES THE FIRST' LETTER OF THE STOKE NAME, 

END PAGE TWO
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