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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CPFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

DATE: L-~18~68

SUBJECT:

9
corner of
29572712

firnajer of an apartuent house

ot LT, e]}*0W1W1e, Teacti ¥ la,
vicall s this »ffice and “uruished tho
Folvlawing: Caration. Tne of his tenants, i.rs. kose Yletcher,
ant <, @ chly woman 70 rs old, cailed hiw tonight and
said she baL sren an individual three tincs Tuedday and cnce
today that she believ:s is TUric starvo valt. *e was visiting
v Cenrge bc Oamnon, apt 2 sawme address, weris for I s, was
referred to the ana tmemnt house by a local reul estate ufency,
and took the anartuent 4-1-68. rrs.letcher did not notice
Galt driving an automohile tor did she have any addit. nal
inforuation. won 211 thou bt he should bring this infornagtion
to the 'L,
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memomndum

9519

i bt 2

YA Ty T A YT TTYIT T W
J S ij‘w [A ‘j ,T. ‘ T

SUBJECT:

Gel&-H0, Witbiar Couneli, #iur., e cucy AvrtS.,
Lonurne deac, Fflorida telerhonicaily advised Tanna
e fact that a resideat o the apartheuts til.ﬂ:‘a';'iz'
nhserved an ind.vidual ideuntical to Lric Cait.
L-19-64, Connell was concacted and ''rs. Rose
' s, suterviewed ror furtaer LLLOCATLOW,.
shie obgerved Ui LORNOWIRL LG aVidnAaL
) of Georse .cCamion, fpt. 2.0 TieCarind
ide it vflL’z as bein a salegnan Lor I3, Cocoa
Neac, ~florida.  Tlooanioi :L[‘Ltaer-;iex‘zed G4-1Y=-00 and
identified fodividuai 1o cdescinn as Leliowy wireker, Ioi
Suallman,  lleCamaon positiveiy 1dentified Jnmaillnau as

A ~ e A et enan O - N
ot e L Lrenticar wLTiy o C. 5. & Ly T L e

1-157-3201L
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-38 (Rev. 12-13-3%)

v

~& | FBI

Fk

P4
Date: 4/19/6 ~ .
2 Hersper b N(J(t}/

(Type in plain text or code)

“ Transmit the following in

| i Wﬁ
AIRTEL luier | P R PUH
riority or Me 111 |

SAC, ALBANY
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

At about 6 p.m. on 4/4/68, while standirng on the second
floor balcony outside Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry
- Street, Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, wasstruck
'in the right side of the face by & single bullet fired from a
30-06 rifle, The bullet severed KING's spinal cord and death
was almost imstantaneous. . : .

This investigation, predicated upon a specific request
from the Attorney Gemeral of the United States, disclosed that
the fatal shot had been fired from the bathroom of a cheap rooming
house located at 4224 South Main Street, Memphis, which bathroom
was located at the rear of the rooming house, and had a window
overlooking the Lorraine Motel.

o

At about 3 p.m. on 4/4/68, an individual using the name
JOHN WILLARD had rented Room 5-B in the rooming house at 4224
South Main Street and had paid one week's remt., After hearing
the rifle shot at about 6 p.m. on that same day, other tenants
in the rooming bhouse observed a man presumgbly identical with
WILLARD, fleeimg from the rooming house carrying & large package

- Which was subsequently abandored by him on the sidewalk in front

of the Canipe Amusement Co,, 434 South Main Street, Memphis,
A neighborhood investigation im the wicinity of 424 Soath Main
Street disclosed that the subject had fled from the scene in a
white Mustang. :

_Fbuhd,éb@ndQHed in fropt of 424 South Main Street was a
30-06 Remington model 760 rifle Wwhich was determined to have been

2 ALmawr (50225 -2 ¥*

2 ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES SEARCHED INDEX:-o

1 _MEMPHIS - A — GRE S 408

RGI:BN = 7 | , o= Tauca
Approved: ‘ 0.Lv R ,, I

, S'peci:ql Agént in Charge
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ME 44-1987

sold to one HARVEY LOWMEYER omn 3/30/68 by Aeromarime Supply Co.,
Birmingham, Alabama,

Investigation at Memphis disclosed that am imdividual had
purchased a set of binoculars at the York Arms Company in Memphis
on 4/4/68, These binoculars Were among the material abandoned
with the rifle and recovered imn Memphis, Also recovered wes a
brown and greem herringbone bedspread. The items abandoned in
Memphis were all wrapped im this bedspread. .The blue bag which
wvas inside the bedspread contaimed numerous items, among which
were the bimoculars and a set of underwesar consisting of a T-shirt
and shorts, The T-shirt amnd shorts are those on which appears
the laundry mark which has been a matter of interest im this case,

A search of motel records im the Memphis area disclosed
that an individuzl using the name ERIC S, GALT had spent the
night of 4/3/68 at the Rebel Notel, Memphis, Tennessee, 2nd was
driving a 1966 white Mustang b@@rimg Alabama Licemse 1-38993,
Investigation at Birmngham disclosed that this automobile had
been purchased by ERIC S, GALT omn August 30, 1968, from a private
person in response to a newspaper ad. He p@id a tot&l of $1995
cash, While im Birmingham he furnished the address of 2608 South
Highland AVQmm@, Blrmimgh@m. This is also the address which
appeared on a driver's licemnse issued to him by the State of
Alabama, The driver's license identifying data listed his birth
date as | , his height as 511", his weight as 170
and his @yes blu@ and hair brown.,

The amt@mobil@ in @m@gti@mg the white M&st@mg bearing the
Alabama tags mentioned above, was recovered in Atlanta on 4/11/68
and determined to have b@@m ab@md©@@d there prior to 9 a.m. on
4/5/68. - . -

In @onn@@tion with the @Wid@@@@ submi tted by Atlanta,
Birmingham, and Memphis, identifiable latemt primts were recovered.
It was on the basis of these latents that identification was made
of JAMES EARL RAY, In handling future leads, all offices should
be particularly interested im securing an jidentifying number,
military, police, or FBI, in comnection with suspects so that the
necessary check @@m be mad@ through the Id@ntifi@ationrnivision.

On 4/17/68, AUSA R, MACEY TAYL@R Birmimgh&m, authorized
the filimg of a @@mplaint charging ERIC STARVO GALT with a
conspiracy to viclate Section 241, Title 18, U, S, Code, and

Ny
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ME 44-1987

recommended bond imn the amount $50,000, On that same date,
SAC JOSEPH E, GAMBLE filed 2 complaint before USC MILDRED F,
SPRAGUE, Birmingham, and warrant was issued that same date,

For further informatiom re JAMES EARL RAY, all offices
aregdir@cted to press release furnished them by the Bureau on
4/19/68,

ARMED & DANGEROUS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) ) \

h J

FBI

Date: 4/19/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

S IO S

(Priority or Method of Mailing)
| SRR S

SAC, ALBANY ‘ _

‘SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

MURKIN - COST DATA

ReButel to ME 4/17/68.

For information of all offices, the Bureau by retel
requested of the Memphis Division as follows:

"Please furnish following information on above
matter compiled or estimated through 4/30/68, and thereafter
submit cumulative totals through the end of each month until
further notice: : :

1) Number of man hours spent on case broken down as
to regular hours, overtime hours, and total man
hours by following employees (separate figures
for each class of employees shown):

A. Special Agents
B, Clerical Employees

Total mileage (estimated or actual) traveled by
Bucars used on case. Include mileage for cars
traveling to and from other field offices on special
assignment.and any personally-owned cars.

Any unusual or out-of-ordinary costs, such as cost
of chartering airplane, rental of special office
space, leased telephone lines, etc. These should
be itemized and cost of each item shown.

L /57/ 92 "/5-«27>

- Each Office
,g>_ Memphis ¢ ;770 -
HEG:LF

(59)

Fio l—- 1m A

R = AN T‘Séﬁz
Approved: __ /Z 6 : 4

14
Special Agent in Charge
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ME 44-1987

4) Peak number of Special Agents working on case
during month for which report is submitted.

You should promptly request all Bureau offices
involved in this case to furnish information requested herein
to you and it should be included in your report.”

Each office is requested to expeditiously furnish
the Memphis Division with the above designated data within

two work days after the close of_each month. Secondly, each

T —BITice is also requested tbadvise the Memphis Division even in
the event each category is zero or no work is performed on
this case during the month.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
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Transmit the following in

i

FBI

Date:  4/22/68

|
AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRMATL

FROM:

SUBJECT: MURKIN
| CR

(00: MEMPHIS)

ARL RALY, Aka.
., area on U4/5/68,

transportat*on companiles,

Bureau
Baltimore
Bilrmingham
Charlotte
Chicago
Cincinnati

- Cleveland

- Columbia
Houston
El Paso
Ingianapolis
Jackson
Jacksonville
Kansas City
Little Rock
Loulsville
Memphnis
Miaml

.MMM MNDNDDMOPDNONDNDNDNDIOND N NDDW

For the information of receiving offices,

ta Office to date has nov es
ation utilized by RAY after 4/5/68 through check

'r0|u<:jb:uroru:urwlulurolurururo

(Priority)

t——d-————-—-———-—————-————

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

:ﬁz; ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

Subject

was last known to be in the Atlanta,

Intensive investlgation by the
tahlished mode of tﬁano—
with
car rental agencies, ete.

Miami

- Mobille
Newark

-New Orleans
New York City
Norfolk
Philadelphila
Pittsburgh
Richmond

St. Louis
San Antonio
Savannah
Springfield
Tampa

WO

Atlanta

:rjb

ey
&
t‘

/5’7/32.3/ 2«99’

SEARCHED.. INDL EO
SERIALIZEDS«
ADD

o\

Approved:

g Ea1 — TAMPA A

Specxa/ lxg‘gntim Charge

/
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

i

AT 4U-2386

A1l recelving offices are requested to check car
recoveries within thelr respective divisions of cars stolen
from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject
RAY. The same consideration should be given to any cars
recovered in the near future that were stolen from the State
of Georgia after 4/4/68. 1In those instances where cars were
stolzn from Georgilia and where the transporter of same cannct
otherwise be accounted for, Ilnvestigation should be conducted
to determine if RAY was pnerson wnho may have stolen and
transported same,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

Approved:

Sgpecial Agent in Charge
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 )
MAY 1962 EDITION v
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
sac (57323 |

. SA O‘Q””'f .TO‘?CQ—

SUBJECT: A1 e«R Kisv

e

Q0 : MEF#uPHALS

o 0P B QAL € D /22 ey

Ths B noTo # 2L wer Al 0 Gy, woncks el
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& )5/6¥ o) Prach bt Lo B0 iz¢ I“,(?.JQ
TP 2= PPIS — TP = FI2P oen sl st
Ma,,,ﬁz.u rorctZs ol a0l Pl Coen AP T
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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omeger. st2a-64) i

Transmit the following in

: (Type in p[ainteﬁct of code)

| Airtel

(Priority)

To: SAC's, Tampa (157-3231)
| Memphis (44-1987)

.~ From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN
Re Tampa teletype 4/19/68.

The fmgerprlnts of James Earl Ray, FBI
#405942G, are not identical with the fmgerprmts of James
'Wﬂlard Wray, FBI #699529B .

The remammg un1dent1f1ed latent f1ngerpr1nts
and the latent 1mpres$1ons in this case are not identical with

the fingerprints of Wray. No palm prints are available in our
Identification D1v1smn files for Wray

1 - Mlnneapohs (157 450)
1 - Phoenix

1 - Los Angeles

/$72-323/- 255

SEARCHED.
LMZEDC%/'
“ ivub %
A

/4)

Sent Via |
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Fbl TAvFaA

FBI MIaMl
4:24P¥M URGENT 4-23-68. PJL
TO DIRECIOR AND MEMPHIS, OKLAHONA CITY, 1ADMPA.

FROM MIANMI  (44-1854) 1P
MURKIN

Kk BUREAU TEL TO0 ALL 5ACS5, APnIL ELEVEN LAST.

INVESTIGATION MIAMI DIVISION HAS KEFLECIED THAT FLIGHIS
OUT OF THE UoS; ARE MADE BY COASTAL AVIATION, A NON-SCHEDULEb
AIRLINE AND BY AMERICAN FLYERS, ALSO NONjSCHEDULED.

COASTAL AVIATION IS BASED IN OhLANDO> FLA. AND AMEKICAN
FLYERS IS5 BASED IN ARDMOREs OKLAHOMA.

TAMPA AT ORLANDO, FLA. AND OKLAHOMA CITY AT AnDNMORES
OKLAHOMA, WILL REVIEW PASSENGER MANIFLSTS OF THESE TwO
CAKRIERS FOR PERIOD APR. FOUR THROUGH APnre TEN LAST, AS FER
INSIRUCTIONS IN RE BUREAU TELe
END

BLW

)57-323/-2906
géﬁf liEED.Q H:E;((t;g_;_':_: "

IR ; SO Ol SN
SRS {:: G i:.j".}u
4 TAMPA

L

-
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ml to mu. W/u. |

ARRER L M e! the W uwm ttr i
e: Max Aviation, Orlando, Fla,, on 4/34/68, refise
 partinent mmxmmmtommurm
m nlmu .

_mx Aﬂatm m umt dnil n:at- fm
m u Ibourns and Jackssuville, Fla,, t-mtm nt
- West Ead and Fre t, Grand Bebhamas. . Paspeager. unim
ma::unrt 4 33. lm,mmmtm

Mr. CHARLES um. mm:; mu m R
m - pilot and LEON NARDY, eprummrm
H.Iot mm nt imuty MW |

1- nmm (u-mm (xn:o) o

(44-1987)

7 u/ S ; 7’ 3 62 3 ; 02 f? /_‘,‘,

SEARCHED A
CINDEXED.
SERIALIZEDZ7 ——
FILED Z
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SUBJECT:

sac (157- 3231)

sA Gerbony (). TimDLE

Moeiwind

CRrR

Ro MM aniZil o [Seertaie 7/i3 /et

AT ComsTrl /4\/1/?7‘/ onJ

‘
}

HERNDON At R PORT
ORLANDO, FLOR (DA

Qo ¢l4les, por. M Bocl, freaidirt
L A& AL2LA Mﬂd'bfé/l.ﬂj%‘/w& %

b Ll 7o, B 0Tt ] PresporrT S

3 el 2dé 4%4,&70 — {1 -— |
/i@‘ w/ Al t A 5{/ 2368 o avarde .

e ' o EFRIC strlva GAL
W | , | Hp avey A-owmég

HARVEY Co M//V’V%é

SEARCHER

e

SERIALIZEDZA £y

4

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly. o the Payroll
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FBI TAMPA

FBI

BIRMGHAM

2304PM UHGENT 4-23-68 FAS

TO

DIRCTOks ATLANIA, CHICAGUs KANSAS CI1Y, WMEMPHIS, NEW OKLEANS

SPRINGFIELD AND TANFA

FROM BIRMINGHAMN 44-1740

MURKIN.

Rk ATLANIA TELRIYFE 10 DIRECIOR a4ND OTHhn OFFICES APKIL

TWENTYTWO LAST AND TAMPA TELEIYFE TO DIRKECTOn APKRIL FIFTEEN LAST.

FOR INFOnMATION OFFICES NOT IN RECEIPI ATLANTA TEL» RAYMOND

LOULS .CURTIS APPAKENTLY SERVING LIFE SENTENCL FOK MURDER, WHITFIELD

S

COUNTY,

GEORGIA, STATES PREVIOUSLY SERVED TIME wIfH JAMES EARL RAY

ON THREE OCCASIONSe CuUnTIS ADVISED ACQUAINITED INITIALLY wllH RAY

IN MARCH, NINETEEN FIFIYFIVE, JACKSON COUNIY J&alls KANSAS CIIY,

MISSOURI, WHERE RAY INCARCERATED ON FOST OFFICE BUruLARY CHARGE

JUST SUBSEQUENT 10 RELEASE FROM PRISON IN MENArD, ILLINOISe DURING

THIS INCARCERAIION CURTIS AND RAY CRLLMATES. RAY HAD FrIEND (NAME

CUNRECALLED) WHO VISITED HIM IN JACKSON PRISON AND THIS FrIBLN HAU

BEEN CELLMAIE OF RAY A1l

MENAKDs ILLe THIS FAlENU KEPT RAY IN

bl”t,i\ibli\b MONEY WwWHILE RAY Iw PnlbON AI\!U WOULD HARBOK RATY. RAY HAD
o / :\jf //5;77 12;2:;// :17577

| | SEARCHED _____ _INDEXED
S ~.- ot b l)g

SERIALlZED,QéZ_FILED =2

l

z o i ,f (') }( 4 .,}-’

T NI R APR® 31968

}”’ A ot . FBI — TAMPA

{7 A - Ej%f"
p( » 9xﬁ_d,,)/%fd c;f*iﬁﬁét:¢ZZEﬂL=*;

END FPAGE ONL
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PAGE TWO

ANO FHER CLOSE FRIEND (NAME URECALLED) OF ITALIAN DESCENI APPARENILY
"BIG MAN" IN SYNDICAIE. 1HILS ITALIAN HAD AFPAKENILY OPERATED WITH RAY
IN PAST AND ENGAGED wI1H KAY IN HANDLING STOLEN FOST OFFICE MONEY
ORDERS AND TRAVELERS CHECKS.

WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHIs KNOWN BURGLAK INCARCEKAIED wIIHIN TAMPA
DIVISION, HAS BEEN FURNISHING VOLUME OF INFORMATION KE FOST OFFICE
BUKGLARIES FOR PAST SEVERAL YEARS, INCLUDING IDENTITY OF MAJOR
FENCES FOR STAMPS AND FOSTAL MONEY OKDERSe THESE INTERVIEWS HAVE

BEREN CONDUCTED BY SPECIAL AGENT OF FBI AND WAYNE R RICHIE, POSTAL
| v

! s 4 s
4 Sa 'L L B!
INSPECTOR> ORLANLOs FLA. e A

REFERENCED TAMPA TEL STATES THAT KNIGHT INTErRVIEWED APKIL
FiFTEEN LAST AND UNABLE TO FURNISH INFOKMATION KE KNOWLEDGE OF KAY,
HOWEVER»s HE WAS APPARENTLY ONLY SHOWN COMFOSITE PICIURES.

" TAMPA REGQUESTED i0 REINTERVIEW KNIGHT AND EAHIBI1 KEAL PHOTDS

OF. RAY 70 DETERMINE WHETHER KNIGHT MIGHT RKRNOw HI® Or BE ABLE TO

DIKECT INVESTIGATION TOWARD ESTABLISHING IDENTITY OF FENCES REFERRED

TO0 BY CURTIS INlYESTEMDAY‘b INTERVIEW. TANFA ALSO REQUESIED 10
%CONTACT PUSTAL‘INSPECTOK WAYNE RICHIE TO DEIERMINE WHETHEH He
éMIGTH B HELPFUL IN IDENTIFYING THESE FENCES.

END

BLW

FBl i1ambPa

\

X B
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FBI TAmMPA
911 PM URGENT 4/23/68 ALS
10 MOBILL

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)
MURKIN;S CRe BUline
RE MOBILE [ELE1TYPE T0 JACKSONVILLE FOUR TWENTY TwO LAST AND

JACKSONVILLE TELEIYFE 10 TAMFA FOUR TWENTY THREE LAST.

JACKSONVILLE ADVISED NINETEEN bIXTYfEIGHI FLA. LICENOE THREE

W - SIX TWO THREE THrEE ZERO REGISTERED TO ROBERT De WEIRs FIVE

—
ONE ZERQ FIVE AND ONE-HALF SUWANEE, TAMFA ON A NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT
CHEVROLET »

ROBERT Do WEIR‘IDENTIC&L TO ROBERT DONALD WEIR, TPD NUMBER

ONE THREE FOUR ONE ONE TWw0, FBI NUMBER SEVEN NINE ONE EIGHT SIX TWO

Fe WEIR DESCRIBED W/M, DOB ) > NEWNAN»

GAe> FIVE FTe 51X INes ONE FIVE FOUR LBSes, BROWN EYESs BLACK HA;Rf'
PHOTO OF WEIR REFLECTS SOME SIMILARITIES 10 RAY, BUT NOT IDENTICAL)
NEIGHBOR ADVISED WEIR NOT IDENTICAL T0 PHOI10 JAMES EARL RAY.
WEIR'S WIFE ADVISED WEIR DRIVING NINETEEN SIATYEIGHT TAN
CHRVROLET CONVERTIBLE AND VISITING NEICE, NAME UNKNOWN, NEAR
MONTGOMERY » ALA+ WEIR RESIDENT OF TAMPA SINéi TEN SIKTYjFIVE AND

END PAGE ONE

)5 7-3221-2%7
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PAGE TWO

TP 157-3231 | b
BRACE LEFT LEG FROM ACCIDENT ELEVEN SIATY-FIVE. WIFE WILL BE IN
CONTAGT wITH WEIR EVENING FOUR TWENTY-THREE AND WILL REQUEST HE
CONTACT MONTGOMERY RA FOUR TWENTY-FOUR. .

. MOBILE ADVISE TANPA IF WEIR NOT IN CONTACT IN ORDEK THAT WEIR
MAY BE INTERVIEWED UPON RETURN 10 TAMPA TO VERIFY OCCUFANT OF
VEHICLE MONTGOMERY FOUR fwzmryewao LAST.

" JACKSONVILLE AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AIRMAIL.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END
AAH.

FBI MOBILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI TabA

FBl MUOBILE
4=16 FM URGENL 4/25/768 Ty
TO: TAMFA 157-3231

FROM: MOBILE 157-2627 1P

MURKINe  CRs 002 iubke

/;.7—98

RE [AMPA TELETYPE AFKe IWENIY=IlHHEE INSIANT.

Ke SIXTY-RIGHT FLAe LICLNSE THREE W SIA w0 THHEE 1HKEE
LERO .
ROBERT De WEIK HAS MADE NO LFFORI TO CONIACI ONTGOMERY »
ALAe KA. | *
TAMPA INTERVIEW WEIK UPON HIS RELURN.
Av COPYA%EMPHIs. NO INSERT SUBMITTED MOBILE
END
MJR
FEl TANMPA

X
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FBI TAWMPA

FBI JACKSVLE
150 PM URGENT 4/23/768 i
TO FAMPA /157-3231/7

4

FROM JACKSONVILLE /44-769/ 1F
MURKIN.

KE vOplLE TELEIYPLE 10 JACK;:O&VILLE ArgIL TwhENTYTwO LVA:"I.

Rk TELETYPE ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:

DAVID JONESs ONE FOUR LJdREE CRUNWLLL oles iviUi\}"l‘GOX"ﬁ:lRY; ALA‘o:
ADVISED THREE FOHIYFI‘V}.‘; Pii TOLAY, OBSERVED BAN nhbﬁ*‘iBLING JAMES BAKL
RAY'DH.IUING IN DOWNTOWN MONTGOMERY APPROXIMATELY FIVE MINUTES PREVIOUS.

REPORTED INDIVIDUAL, WM, EAKLY FORIILES, wAD UmIvIN(: SIATYEIGHT CHZU-
T ) . [‘/

ROLET> TAN CONVERIIBLE, BEARING SIATYEIGHT FtﬁfﬁllChNbL 1u§%h W SIX
2 B 3 o)

TWO THREE THREE ZERO AND WAS DRESSED IN DARK SUIT, NO HAT, AND GAVE
IMPRESSION UNDER INFLUENCE OF INTOXICANT.

‘MVB, TALLHASSEE, FLA.» ADVISED ABOVE VEHICLE REGISTERED TQ_ HROBERT

De %IK: FIVE ONE ZERO FIVE AND ONE HALF SUWANNEE, pAMFAs FLA«s» FOK USE

ON B NINETEEN SIATYEIGHT CHEVKOLET.
Iﬂqu DETERMINE IF INDIVIDuUAL IDLNIIPIAJLL wllid RHAY.

MOBILE AND WEMPHIS ADVISED AIxMAIL. 57,3}3/ 2'3/9

ARMED AND DANGEROUS . ‘ . NDEXED “g”

”"}‘ & O “ﬂ(")

AP N

— TAMPA

- FBI TAMPA

.’)W"L\« i (JJVV ~ ~
”"\tkfkulrl&mv%y ( Uktbbau)4b£Duf'ChvanTAL( [ o ik
wafe - e LN 14.,,“,%_
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the following in ____ i -
o . (Type in plaintext or code) .

URGENT
" (Priority)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)» LOS ANGELES» AND ATLANTA

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)
_ MURKINS CRe OOME.

RE ATLANTA TEL INSTANT DATE.

J&Mts WRAY MENTIONED IN RETEL UNDOUBTEDLY IDENTICAL TO JAnf
'WILLARD WRAY OF WHOM DIRECTORs» MINNEAPOLI S, PHOENIX, LOS ANBELE.
AEEHPHIS»ADVISED BY TMPA TEL DATED APRIL NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHTe

REFLECTED INVE STIGATION TAMPA DIVISION AT PINELLAS PARK, rLA._:

’DETERMINED JAMES WILLARD WRAY TO BE DRIVER FOR INSURED DRIVE "-e

A - WAY SYSTEMS., P!NELLAS PARK» FLA. AND NOT DEEMED T0 BE
IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY.

AIR MAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM.

ARMED AND DANGEROU S

SEARCHED______--

‘k‘h‘- \/r

S YRV

et L\ZED,_&L.—-
Fn_u) __E2
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f

FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA |
956 PM URGENT 4/23/68 ALS
T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861)» LOS ANGELES, AND ATLANTA
FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKINS CR. OOtME.

RE ATLANTA TEL INSTANT DATE.

JAMES WRAY MENTIONED IN RETEL UNDOUBTEDLY IDENTICAL TO JAMES

WILLARD WRAY OF WHOM DIRECTOR, MINNEAPOLIS, PHOENIX> LOS ANGELES, AND

MEMPHIS ADVISED BY TMPA TEL DATED APRIL NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT RETPTEL

REFLECTED INVESTIGATION TAMPA DIVISION AT PINELLAS PARK» FLA.
DETERMINED JAMES WILLARD WRAY TO BE DRIVER FOR INSURED DRIVE -

FLA+ AND NOT DEEMED TO BE

A - WAY SYSTEMS,» PINELLAS PARK»
IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY.
AIR MAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END
CAB
FBI WASH DC
Dpi, f=4L/L-4Z:nz-6L4L- Aoy
v:')Wl:/ AL~ M&,“JL,
DN thclivse €2 Dea]
ﬁf/ﬁkf?jfég'
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

-~

FBI
Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
' (Priority)

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) & SAC, KANSAS CITY
FROM: SAC, TAMPA(EE%EE%%EEz§:>

MURKIN

RE BH TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, APRIL TWO THREE, LAST.

ON APRIL TWO THREE, LAST, WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHT WAS
INTERVIEWED AT THE TAMPA CITY JAIL WHERE HE IS INCARCERATED.
FOR THE INFO OF K.C. AND OTHER OFFICES RECEIVING, KNIGHT
HAS FURNISHED VOLUME OF INFO RE POST OFFICE BURGLARIES
DURING THE PAST YEAR. REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED
INTERVIEW CONCERNING ANY ASSOCIATION KNIGHT MAY HAVE WITH
JAMES EARL RAY,

KNIGHT ADVISED, AFTER VIEWING }D\I(IgT’QS OF RAY, ARP=FERa%

LA
—Sraveretes THAT JbBRsssR WAS"FAMILIAR TO HIM. HE

ADVISED THAT HE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS
NOR HAD HE BEEN IN THE K‘.E. AREA OR ASSOCIATED WITH POSTAL
STAMP FENCES DURING FIFTY-FIVE, KNIGHT ADVISED ONLY

CONTACT WITH K.C., FENCE WAS IN SIXTY-SIX AND SIXTY- SE\E}?‘NED

-INDEXED.E

(@>- Tampa | / SERIALIZED 2=

1 - Birmingham (AM) (44-1740)
1 - Memph1s (AM) (44-1987)

v

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

-

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

57-3231
P(&GE TWO )

TO FENCE LOOT FROM ATLANTA, GA., FLORENCE, ALA, POST
OFFICE BURGLARIES. THOSE STAMPS WERE FENCED THROUGH
BILLY MILES SKILLMAN WITH WHOM K.C., IS FAMILIAR, KNIGHT
ADVISED NOT AWARE OF ANY ITALIAN FENCES IN K.C. HE
ADVISED THAT SOMETIME DURING HIS PERIODS IN PRISONS HE
MIGHT HAVE BEEN INCARCERATED WITH RAY BUT CANNOT RECALL
WHERE OR WHEN,

ON APRIL TWO THREE, LAST, POSTAL INSPECTOR WAYNE

O gt
R. RICHIE, ORLANDO, FLA, ARDVESEPD—SA-RFCHARD-K._HARPER ..

BT HE WAS NOT CONDUCTING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS FOR THE
POSTAL INSPECTIONS SERVICE IN FIFTY-FIVE NOR WAS HE IN
THE K.C. AREA AT THAT TIME AND HE HAD NO INFO CONCERNING
POSTAL FENCES DURING THAT PERIOD m HE
ADVISED, -SCWSFER- THAT WILLIAM R, RUDDELL, POSTAL
INSPECTOR, K.C., MO., IS FAMILIAR WITH MOST BURGLARS AND

FENCES OPERATING IN THAT AREA AND HAS BEEN IN K.,C. SINCE

FIFTY-FIVE. RITCHIE SUGGESTED RUDDELL BE CONTACTED IN

K.C. RE INFO DESIRED,

K.C., LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RUDDELL PER RE TEL.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



't

Date:

(Type-in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

(157-3231)
PAGE THREE

AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED BH AND MEMPHIS.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA
1120AM URGENT 4-24-68 BLW

TO DIRECTOR C44-38861) AND KANSAS CITY
FROM TAMPA (157-3231) P

MURKIN

REBHTEL TO DIRECTOR, APRIL TWO THREEs LAST.
ON APRIL TWO THREE, LAST» WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHT VAS
INTERVIEWED AT THE TAMPA CITY JAIL WHERE HE IS INCARCERATED.
FOR THE INFO OF KANSAS CITY AND OTHER OFFICES RECEIVING» KNIGHT
' HAS FURNISHED VOLUMVE OF INFO RE POST OFFICE BURGLARIES
DURING THE PAST YEAR. REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED
INTERVIEW CONCERNING ANY ASSOCIATION KNIGNT MAY HAVE WITH
" JAMES EARL RAY.
KNIGHT ADVISED, AFTER VIEWING PHOTOS OF RAY» THAT
RAY WAS NOT FAMILIAR TO KIM. HE ADVISED THAT HE WAS
NOT FAMILIAR WITH RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS NOR HAD HE BEEN
IN THE KANSAS CITY AREA OR ASSOCIATED WITH POSTAL STAMP
FENCES DURING FIFTY-FIVE. KNIGHT ADVISED ONLY CONTACT
WITH KANSAS-CITY FENCE WAS IN SIXTY-SIX AND SIXTY-SEVEN |
END PAGE ONE ()/a%/A?> ?ﬁgggggp-»fe-ff*
| (/M AR ~ SERIALIZEDEZ.
/cgféi /Mﬁ? - FILED

/)_'>’ 32 3/— ;9/
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PAGE TWO
P 157-3231

TO FENCE LOOT FROM ATLANTA» 6A.» FLORENCE, ALA. POST
OFFICE BURGLARIES. THOSE STAMPS VERE FENCED THROUGH

BILLY MILES SKILLMAN WITH WHOM KANSAS CITY IS FAMILIAR.

KNIGHT ADVISED NOT AWARE OF ANY ITALIAN FENCES IN KANSAS CITY.

HE ADVISED THAT SOMETIME DURING HIS PERIODS IN PRISONS HE

MIGHT HAVE BEEN INCARCERATED WITH RAY BUT CANNOT RECALL
WHERE OR WHEN.
ON APRIL TWO TMREE»,» LAST» POSTAL INSPECTOR WAYNE

Re RICHIEs, ORLANDO» FLA. ADVISED HE WAS NOT CONDUCTING

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS FOR THE POSTAL INSPECTIONS -

SERVICE IN FIFTY-FIVE NOR WAS HE IN THE KANSAS CITY

AREA AT THAT TIME AND HE HAD NO INFO CONCERNING POSTAL

FENCES DURING THAT PERIOD THEREe ME ADVISED THAT

WILLIAM R. RUDDELL, POSTAL INSPECTOR» KANSAS CITYs> MOe»

IS FAMILIAR WITH MOST BURGLARS AND FENCES OPERATING IN

THAT AREA AND HAS BENN IN KANSAS CITY SINCE FIFTY-FIVE.
RICHIE SUGGESTED RUDDELL BE CONTACTED IN KANSAS CITY RE

INFO DESIRE.

KANSAS CITY» LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RUDDELL PER RE TEL.

AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS.

END
WPK
FBI WASH DC
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 FBI "SPRNGFLD N .

FBI ATLANTA
5¢55 PM EST URG ENT 4/22/768 VSC

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, AND NEW ORLEANS, KANSAS CITY,

SPRINGFIELD
FROM ATLANTA 44-2386 6 P

MURKIN

" RE ATLANTA T?LVTYP? TO ABOVE OFFICES APR. TWENTYONE
SIxTYEI GHT. | -
ON APR. TWENTYONE, LAST, SHERIFF G. T. MAULDIN, (Na),

DALTON, GEORGIA, ADVISED, RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS CURRENTLY SERVING

LIFE SENTENCE FOR MURDER, ADVISED EARLIER HE SERVED TIME ON
THREE OCCASIONS WITH JANMES RAY. MAULDIN STATED CURTIS' INFO
PROBA3LY RELIABLE. CUéTIS INTERVIEWED WHITFIELD COUNTY JAIL,
APR., TYENTYONE, LAST, ADVISED FIRST ACQUAINTED RAY IN MARCH |

.- FIFTYFIVE, JACKSON COUNTY JAIL, XKANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, WHERE

- RAY INCARCERATED.ON POST OFFICE BURGLARY CHARGE JUST SUBSEQUENT
TO RELEASE FROM PRISON IN MENARD, ILLINOIS. CURTIS, AT TIME
UNDER ARREST FOR ARMED ?OBBFQY AND BANK Ru’“ Y .

PERIOD, CURTIS AND RAY CELL MATES FOR SIX TOQ SEVEN NTH

HAD FRIEND (MNAME UNRECALLED), WHMO VISITED HIM IN JACKSON

PRISON. FRIEND HAD BEEM CELL MATE OF RAY WHEN RAY AT NENARD,

END PAGE ONE
] <«‘EA”"?—”T

SERIALIZED. 4L FILtL

/5 7 ?** f§/‘ - 212

-

/ ﬁ,r i 1nwlPA
%/ ’&f&&f(,/ 1 F

}ﬁgf l;&rwf """;Z(
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" PAGE TWO
AT 44-2386

ILL‘INOIAS'. THIS MAN XEPT RAY IN SPENDING MONEY WHILE RAY IN

PRISON AND WOULD HARBOR RAY. RAY HAD ANOTHER CLOSE FRIEND (NAME
UNRECALLED) OF ITALIAN DESCENT, APPARENTLY "A BIG MAN™ IN SYNDICATE.
“THIS ITALIAN HAD APPARENTLY OPERATED WITH RAY IN PAST AND ENGAGED
WITH RAY IN HANDLING STOLEN POST OFFICE MONEY ORDERS AND TRAVELERS
| CHECKS. AFTER SIX TO SEVEN MONTHS AS CELL (MATES, JACKSON  COUNTY
JAIL, RAY SENTENCED TO THREE Yiaas ON POST OFFICE,BURGLARY CHARGES,
TRANSFERRED TO LEAVENWORTH FEDERAL PENITENTIARY. T¥0 WEEKS LATER,
CURTIS RECEIVED SIXTEEN YEARS SENTENCE FOR BANK ROBBERY AND SENT T
LEAVENYORTY. WHMILE CONFINED LEAVENWORTH DURING TMIS PERIOD, RAY
SPOKE OF NO GIRL FRIEND AND COP“LSPO“DED WITY NO RAY MENTIONED
HE "OPERATED"™ FREQUENTLY OUT OF QUINCY, ILLINOIS, WHICH YEANT "ENGAGED
IN BURGLARY AND PAYROLL JOSS." WMILE HE AND RAY WERE INCARCERATED,
THEY ENGAGED IN CROOKED POKER GAMES AND TOOX FELLOY PRISONERS FOR MONEY,
RAY GOOD POKER PLAYER AND EXCELLENT CARD HANDLER. RAY MENTIONED UNDER
WORLD AND HOODLUM CONNECTIONS (NAMES UNRECALLED) IN CHICAGO, DETROIT,
TAMPA, AND TIJUANA, MEXICO AREAS., SERVING SEVEM TO EIGHT MONTHS WITH
RAY AT LEAVENWORTH, CURTIS TRANSFERRED U.S. PENITENTIARY, ATLANTA,
CURTIS SERVED U.S. PENITENTIARY, ATLANTA, AND IN JUNE, SIXTYTYOD, SEMI
BACK MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, To SERUE
END PAGE TWO - )
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|
i

"

_PAGE| THREE
AT 44-2386
ON ARMED ROBBERY CHARGES. WHILE IN STATE PENITENTIARY JEFFERSON,
MISSOURI, AGAIN INCARCERATED WITH RAY. ON OCCASIONS IN SAME CELL
TOGETHER IN "B™ HALL AND "C" HALL. SERVED TOGETHER FROM SIXTYTWO

To SIXTYSIX. WHILE IN "B" AND "C" HALLS, THEY WERE TOGETHER IN
THREE-MAN CELL, WITH THIRD INDIVIDUAL (WHOM CURTIS STATED COULD
'VERIFY FOLLOWING FACTS, BUT UHOM CURTIS REFUSED TO IDENTIFY).
DURING THIS INCARCERATION PERIOD, PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY
ASSASSINQTED AND WORD CAME FROM OUTSIDE THIS PRO3ABLY CONSPIRACY,
AND KEWNEDY HAD "BOUNTY" ON HIS HFAD. CURTIS, UNABLE TO GIVE
FURTHER DETATLS ON "BOUNTY". HE STATED IN SIXTYTHREE TO SIXTYFOUR,
R. KING'S MOVEMENTS BECAME TOPIC OF CONVERSATIONS AT STATE PENI-
TENTIARY AND WORD GOT AROUND TO PRISONERS THAT "KK OF THE SOUTH"
UHO APPARENTLY WENT TO BUSINESSHEN HAD RAISED ABOUT MILLION DOLLARS

" FOR "BOUNTY" ON KING'S HEAD. CURTIS, UNABLE TO GIVE FURTHER IDENTI-
FICATION OR INFORMATION OF KK OF SOUTH. FROM 'SIXKTYT¥O TO *SIXTYSI¥
BEFORE CURTIS RELEASE, RAY MENTIONED A DOZEN TIMES "HAD HE KNOUN ABOUT.
A BOUNTY ON JOHN F. KENNEDY'S HEAD AND HAD HE BEEN OUT, HE WOULD HAVE
COLLECTED IT". RAY STATED A DOZEN TINES THAT "IF HE GOT OUT IN TIKE
AND IF KING UAS STILL ALIVE, HE YOULD LIKE TO GET THE BOUNTY ON KIKG".
RAY NEVER MENTIONED YWHOH HE YOULD CONTACT TO GET BOUNTY 3UT ADVISED
END PAGE THREE |
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. . .

PAGE FOUR
AT 24-23856 \
CRIMINAL ELEMENTS KNEY HOW TO CONTACT SUCH PEOPLE. ABOVE STATEMENTS
By RAY OVERHEARD BY THIRD CELL MATE MENTIONED ABOVE. RAY HAD FRIEND
IN NEW ORLEANS (FIRST NAME UNXNOWN>, COIN (PHONETIC) SPELLED LIKE
"QUARTER OR DIME", WHO APPARENTLY A FENCE, WELL CONNECTED WITH HOODLUY
ELEMENTS AND WHO IN 'FIFTYFIVE WAS FIFTYFIVE OR SIXTYFIVE YEARS OLD,
WHOM WOULD HARBOR RAY. CURTIS KNEY NO CLOSE FRIENDS OF ASSOCIATES OF
ReY. RAY ALLEGEDLY THRU PRISON GRAPE VINE HAD WIFE, BUT NEVER MENTIONED
By RAy; HOWEVER, FEW PRISONERS MENTION FAMILY CONNECTIONS. RAY ALSO
MENTIONED GAMSLING IN LOS ANSELES. RAY VAS "HIGH LIVER™ WHEN OUTSIDE
AND VOULD ASSOCIATE WITH PROSTITUTES, TAXING ONE FROM TOWN TO TOUM.
" RAY WITH REGARD TO KING'S KILLING INDICATED HE YOULD MAXE ALL RULES
AND WOULD IN ALL PROSABILITY DENAND BOUNTY MONEY BE PUT IN BAVK,
RAY MENTIONED THREE FOREIGN COUNTRIES WHICH HE HAD READ ABOUT, WHICH
CURTIS ASSUMED RAY WOULD GO TO IF OUT OF UNITED STATES. THESE ARE
 NEV 7EALAND, BRAZIL, AND SWITZERLAND. CURTIS OF OPINION, NOT OVER
THREE PEOPLE WOULD BE INVOLVED IN ACTUAL ASSASSINATION, IT WOULD HAVE
BEEN WELL PLANNED WITH DIVERSIONARY MEASURES AND SECOND
INDIVIDUAL, NOT RAY, WOULD HAVE DRIVEN GETAVAY CAR TO ATLANTA AS
'DIVERSIONARY MEASURE, CURTIS WILL NOT TESTIFY , AS HE FEARS FOR
HIS LIFE, IF INFO GETS OUT. HE DEMANDED IDENTITY 3F PROTECTED. 1IN
SPITE OF ASOVE, SHERIFF MAULDIN ADVISED CURTIS HAS ALSO GIVE ASOVE INFO
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW BY F3I TO LLOYD GULLEDGE, SEPORTER, DALTON NEWS
END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE
AT 44-2326 | -
CITIZEN NEWSPAPER, DALTON, GEORGIA. MAULDIN NOT PRESENT DURING THIS
INTERVIEW AND DOES NOT KNOW WHAT INFO CURTIS GAVE GULLEDGE. MAULDIN
STATED CURTIS THREE TO FOLR DAYS AGO RECEIVED LETTER WITH RETURN
ADDRESS, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. CURTIS KNOYS NO SPECIFIC RACTAL
HATREDS BY RAY, WHO IS MEAN IF CROSSED, BUT NOT AGGRESSIVE INDIVIDUAL,
HE SAID IF RAY RETURNED TO ATLANTA AFTER ASSASSINATION, IT WOULD
PROBABLY MAVE BEEN T COLLECT BOUNTY.
KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI. (1) DETERMINE THIRD CELL

MATE WITH RAY AND CURTIS IN "B" AND "C" HALLS, BETWEEN 'SIXTYTHO TO

| 'SIXTYSIX (INDIVIDUAL ALLEGED TO BE AT HISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY),
VERIFY CIRTIS® STORY. (2) THRU POLICE AND INFORMANT CONTACTS IDENTIFY
ITALIAN UHO VAS "A BIG MAN" IN SYNDICATE BETYEEN KANSAS CITY AND CHICASO,
AND YHMO STOLE POST OFFICE MOMEY ORDERS AND TRAVELERS CHECKS FOR SURJICT
RAY. (3) DEVELOP INFO FROM INMATES AND OTHER SOURCES RE RAY'S ALLEGED
WIFE. (4) DEVELOP INFO RE PRISOY GOSSIP RE "XILLION DOLLAR BOUNTY ON
KING'S HEAD", | | |

NEW ORLEANS AT NEY ORLEANS, LA,,) DEVELOP INFO RE COIN

(PHONETIC). | ”

SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD PRISON, MENARD, ILL. IDENTIFY RAY'S FORUMER

CELL MATE IN MENARD STATE PRISON.
END PAGE FIVE-
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PAGE SIX.
AT 44-2386
~ SPRINGFIELD AT QUINCY, ILL. CONTACT INFORMANTS AND SOURCES T
DEVELOP BACKGROUMD INFO RE SUBJECT.
%;DETROIT, 10S ANGELES, SAN DIEGO, AND TAMPA CONTACT LOGICAL IN-
FORMANTS TO DETERMINE IF SUSJECT KNOYN TO HOODLUM ELEMENTS.
'SAN DIEGO NOTE SUSJECT ALLEGEDLY VISITED TIJUANA IN PAST.
~ AM COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, DETROIT, LOS ANGELES, SAN DIEGO AND
TAMPA.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P

F | % 5:L42 PH FBI KAN CITY
FBI SPRNGFLD | 5:25 P FBI NE7 ORLS
TU | | 5:12 Pi FBI BIRMGHAN

I:57 PM FBI MEMPHIS
4138 P FBI WASH DC
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 3010-1006
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 :

UNITED STATES GOVERNDMI BT
Memorandum

ACYERTS SATE: 4/22/68
A, TAEPA (157-3231)
SuprT WMURKIN

The Bureau has reiterated instructions that all leads
< this case will be covered within 24 hours and all leads must
~ zet forth by telephone or teletype. In addition, all border
. fires covering entry into Mexico or Canada and exit therefrom,

e o insure that appropriate stops are maintained re subject
-4 311 names known to be used by him at respective offices of
W. . Immigration and Border Patrol, |

The Bureau has also directed that sufficient guantities
»f wanted flyers and IO's to narcotic investigative agencies be
made so that informants may be contacted. In addition, all
criminal informants and appropriate racial and security informants
should be contacted.

- Copies of wanted flyer issued in the name of JAMES EARL
RAY and his known aliases have been distributed to Agents, It
is desired all Agents immediately contact all informants assigned
to them to uncover any possible information leading to the
whereabouts and apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY, aka.

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

1 - Each Agent

1l = 157-3231

1l - 66-43

OFFICE MEMO #68-72
LEB:cj

(85)

SEARC D -
SERU“JZED.(¢€$51JﬁLEUHHNN.”“ a0

57~ 323) 277

FBI — TAiv:r &
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

~

-
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N . e ey ot e

. “HE CAN run, but he can’t
hide.”

. This quote, attributed to former
‘ heavywelght boxing champion Joe

,‘Louls, may very well apply to Eric

‘Starvo Galt or James Earl Ray—

-the two are said to be identical —
» sought in connection with the mur-
%q}er of Dr. Martin Luther King.

b Starting from the slimmest of
ifacts, the Federal Bureau of In-
- vestigation has compiled an im-
L pressive dossier on King’s al-
leged assassin. In addition to
~raising hopes that he will soon be

RAY
. . . behind the mystery

..v"apprehended, this provides a
dramatic demonstration of the
effectiveness of law enforcement
agencies and may have the el-
fect of discouraging similar
crimes of viclence.

Galt, whose real name is said
to be Ray, has heen described as a
high school dropout with a lengthy
griminal record. He is a prison es-
capee who has used numerous
aliases and has been in trouble
With the law since early youth.

e

(Mount Clipping in Spuce Below)

€ iy g

ttons

_ His capture is extremely impor-
| tant as a means of understanding q
" the depth of the conspiracy which
led to the murder of Dr. King and
the wave of rioting which swept’

the country following his death.
WAS RAY a paid killer, or did

he conspire, as the FBI puts it,

with “an individual said to be his

B iy WU, / L AIP e e e o 2 T

brother,” out of sheer prejudice to
slay the civil rights leader? 4

Jd Ono

u&q

'g,‘l

LY.

Everything points to the fact:
that the murder was calequ)
planned. Ray had fo know ngs
whereabouts, something of his
schedule and the best means of es-
tablishing his ambush. In addition,
all signs suggest that his escape
was equally well planned, perhaps
with the assistance of others.
There is even speculation at the
- moment that Ray may no 1ongerf

} be in the country.

Obviously, this wag 110 spur of
the moment murder. It had been
ithought through completely and
was executed with professional fi-
- nesse. Ray did leave behind a
highly visible trail. But this, too,
could have been a decoy, pinmng
the guilt on one Eric Starvo Galt
who, in fact, did not exist.

. Ray was identified,
| to the FBI, following a *“system-
latic and exhaustive” search
through its fingerprint files. And
gwhen Ray and Galt were deier-
“ mined to be one, certain of Galt’s
. prior activities had to be reiected
¢ because Ray was in p?‘lson at the
i time they had been pinpointed.
The discrepancy was attributed,
to “investigative error.’

THERE IS a temptation ta
draw a parallel in the murder pi-.
Dr. King and the assassination &f
President Kennedy. Both Lee Har-
vey Oswald and Rav were drop-
outs from society. Both had heen
failures in almost ev eryt‘nng they
had undertaken, e\cem in the final
al * ACL O e
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(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

"PAGE 18-A
TAMPA TIMES
_TAMPA, FLORIDA

Date: 4/22{68

Edition:
Author:
Editor:

Title:

C. Wo JOHNSON

Character:

or

Ly
TAMPA

D Being Investigated

Classification:

Submitting Office:

SEARCHED....
SER!ALIZF




“"A dead Oswald leaves behind a
mountain of unanswered questions.
A live Ray may be able to shed
some light on the killing of Dr.

- King, if Ray can be captured and
persuaded to talk — and, of
course, assuming his guilt.

- We nced to know more ahout
the inner — and outer — com-
pulsions which go into the com-
position of a killer. What were -
the compelling influeiices which
caused Ray to make what on the
surface appears to be a social
protest against Dr. King’s activi-
ties? Why, indeed, should a so-
cial outcast such as Ray even
want to become involved in such

- a protest?

These are questions in search of
- »} e
andanaswer. :
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Complaint Form
FD-71 (Rev. 4-19-63)

Note: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder.

Indices: [ ] Negative [ ] See below
Subject’s name and aliases Address of subject Character of case

; priss Eork /Qmwk L |
I,

Complainant’s address and Complaint received

Complainant
telephone number
[—__l Personal E?‘elephonic
4(6

§ Z ‘ _ , Date i&%ﬁnme __'£7—"’W
Race Sex Height | Build Birth date and Birthplace

l lMale
Weight Complexion
[:l Female

Scars, marks or other data

Age

Subject’s
Description

Facts of complaint

e

/W ABore DeSCRIBED MT-"V"“”?[;"H
. ) . rAetensen 777
o 295 Cosuen i KO

/5 7/72—3 D (qﬁc/(nae S7oce fi‘f AS ﬁh“’ "‘

SEARCHED. ..o, INDEXED......p ] | STerhen J hABERIS AT
) 4 hetas 4/2‘4/(( He ool Ve sy
. I év"ﬁw??bFLva’K

S‘- dLe .[)‘-'ﬂ
ahed Sy tgeeT €

Action Recommended ReSerm o I s
st
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»

4/22/68
TELETYPE

DIRECTOR

PHOENIX (44-371) (TWO PAGES)

MURKIN, CR.

RE MP TEL TO DIRECTOR, LA, PX, AND TAMPA, APRIL
NINETEEN, LAST,

DOUGLAS SMITH, INSURED DRIVEAWAY SYSTEMS, THREE SIX TWO
 FIVE, NORTH SIXTEENTH STREET, PHOENIX, ARIZONA, CONTACTED
APRIL NINETEEN AND TWENTYTWO, INSTANT BY SA KENNETH H, DE HOFF,

JAMES ° WRAY, FIVE TWO SEVEN ZERO AXTRY PLACE, LAKEWOOD,

CALIFORNIA, TELEPHONE T ZERO SEVEN DASH ZERO EIGHT TWO ONE
WAS LISTED AS A SALESMAN AND DRIVER FOR LUCY BERRON, FOUR
ZERO EIGHT SIX PARK BOULEVARD, PINEALLAS PARK, CALIFORNIA,

TRANSPORTED A CAR THROUGH PHOENIX ON SEPTEMBER TWENTYSEVEN,
SIXTYSEVEN,

NO DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE BUT HE HAD BEEN DRIVING

FOR INSURED DRIVEAWAY SYSTEMS PROBABLY OUT OF LOS ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA FOR THE PAST ONE AND ONE-HALF YEARS,

SMITH OF OPINION THIS INDIVIDUAL NOT IDENTICAL AND NO

~ 290
. LR INFORMATION FOUND IN HIS FILES. smcnm,,.f 5 ,Z)’; 3 = 3/
- JomAREetsd Ao 1) | e
(:%)— Tampa (AM) éﬁafiilges
: - Phoenix | ‘

(;;H/rfd N | | /'///7
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

‘a #‘cover” name WG:)I;
L

;several men in'a conspir
_disassinate The Rev.
; ‘ﬁn Luther King Jr.

ﬂay that - Galt reall
James. Earl Ray,
,year-old. escaped COn
"was noted that his desd
‘did ‘not match that gidf
earlier witnesses in ‘the;

- PRIOR TO yesterdayf§
letm on Ray, the descrig
. from" witnesses who
» own -Galt in the-p
onths -had included:
» A long-nosed man
te' 20's who was se
Memphis at a. rooming 38
-frem which the shot was J1P%
that killed Dr. King. 4
¥ A 30yearold,.
spoken man who talked
the weathér at a Birmingh
rooming house last fall. §
~ » A 36-year-old “avid

mingham and who took deii
ing lessons in New Orleang

slain said that he was
inches or 6 feet tall, s
y welghtmg 165 pounds, &

ate of his age was 32
the youngest 26. He was
to. have a long pointed
and a southern accent.

At .a Birmingham r
~ house Where Galt lived
weeks jast fall, “he

: h,es < tall, Welghtmg 1
‘ unds with brown hair ¢ and a

‘a gun dealer in Birt
where Galt bought a'&i
a gun dealer in Memp
where he bought a pair of b
S ﬁtuiars was not precise.

~.THE FBI descrlptlon :

ht said that Galt wa.s-'
an 5 feet 8 inches apd
11 inches tall, we
[t 160 to 175 pounds,
edium  build, and
0 hair and blue eyes. .
pls description said
birth * date was
a date that the FBI
‘tly got from.an applic

AP Wirephoto

n 1959 I.ineup

m& ‘Louis Police Depart-
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FBI TAMFA

FBI ATLANTA

B8L50 PM URGENT 4=-23-68 JWL

TO DIRECTOR» MEMFPHIS, LOS ANGRLES, TANFA

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

ON APKIL TWENTYTHREE INSTANTs Me Be AULLISs MANAGRRS

INSURED DRIVEAWAYS AND AULTO THANSPOKRT CO9iFANYs> ATLANTAs GLORGIAS

ADVISED ONE JANMES

WHAY, LEIGHT TWO S1A EIGHT FORTIETH STREET,

NORTH, PINELLAS PARKs FLORIDA, DESCRIBED As WHITE MALE, AGE

THIRTY [HREE» SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER{::__::::::::::4:::_:]‘ o
o il
_[::::::::::::::::} ATIEMPTED 10 CONTRACI 10 DRIVE AUTO h
FROM AILANTA, GEOHGIA, TO LOS ANGELESs CALIFOANIA» EAKLY JANUARY.,
SIXTYEIGHT . | -
HOLLIS STAIES WRAY wAS LISTED ON “DRIVEX BLACK LISI" PUBLISHED
BY AUTO DELIVERY DIVISION OF DEALEXS TRANSIT, INCe, WHICH KEFLECTED
WRAY PREVIOUSLY DROVE VEHICLE FOR AUTO DELIVERY IN LOS ANGELES

AND CLASSED AS UNRELIABLE DUE T0 EACESSIVE ACCIDENTS.

HOLLIS STATED SIXTY FROFILE PHOTOURAFH OF JAMES bar L ©wAY

BEARS RESEMBLANCE TO0 JAMES WHRAY.

END PAGE ONE 940

. (57-323/ - 277

’
g)d'} SEARCHED 8, DEXED
N AN - | SERIALIZED _ %é_

515 v 23 €6 &

Belarey e lstves g
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PAGE TWO
TaMpPA AT PINELLAS PARK, WILL CONDUCT APFROFPKRIATE INUESIIf
GATION TO INTERVIEW AND/OR ELIMINATE WHAY.

LOS ANGELESs WILL REVIEW BLACK LIST PUBLISHED BY AUIO

PELIVERY DIVISION OF DEALERS TRANSIT, INCe FUR Furtldih INFOK-

MATION.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END o
ALS
FBI TAMPA

TU
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED $TATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TAMPA (L57-3231) DATE: UL/2!'/68

FROM : IC ALVA &, LOWINAE

SUBJECT: MIIRKIN

e
On 4f24/68 the writer was telephonically contacted s
by lir. OLAN G, PRICF, 222 Pauls Dr., Brandon, F'la.. Mr PRICE
advised that he did not have a home phone.

PRICF, advised tlat he was sure that he had seen
JAMES BARL RAY this past Sunday; however he would like to see
a photo of him to be sure. PRICZ -~lvised that he would be
at home between three and five p.m. this date or could be
contacted at his employment, the AMWNPICAN DAIRY, 336 Pauls
.Dr., Brandon, Fla,

2 - Tanipa
ACL :ael
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum
I, G AMFA (1€ 724 31)

e /\,U4ww /2. /{f‘;@éé‘f‘b

SUBJECT: MU R M/In

(572~ 333/~ FF

6 n y/iy/e F 9,,14“ ./ |
T Lot il ostbuninic/ TRt

rloviibm  Fle ot conls
/

L AUt ‘vaf Mf‘f—g b pAL~ a»jfbu&/ tﬂ/‘f“““v
ot 1 andlipte [Bopliat Atk Rrdbimta R |
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fu-rw 7&{1—:& 6«-.\4[ orel WG A ,&“‘Z téuw[u,g ViV ;u.;/«,( ’
18/ & wonek A oleat “‘i\&‘;di'“"[f N ““,‘L;ﬁ“"c““if'
C{Wb{ Juose v L/\C (,.,\uf«l«;y w/w"u L/g}/'—r | l:éé‘[u‘( ;,/(_,1;,‘.
Ml o st o--\z':(" u/\lbé' /\‘”‘_ Q"V\é-c.‘L-/u‘ /\Lw{ /;(t ww{/ﬁt u/ﬁ’
c(, et metng, 64U Loallucl locle Lhwieh v Ul
he "’V‘&*L Wé/us? fo & - W€ 6»4‘,(;4 lo Z(:ru'\/\
VY, C{i{u‘,;-[qz/ ey i 6 \—'\./;u/ Y ,7"1./;
ol g/ g s"?;’ 160165 U A hone Aie el
O S i ae O
r AL (,\.‘v}u gv'L/ o ‘,Eclf,z | C, )1/;:@4 &1
110»*7 o il (,Juwa.g/? thud Hur ‘(,M(‘,wfg{cu @f{xp
vt g{f‘h,,b,&’u,/' Gt vl L0 oX Cle hicie L ne

St 3Ry ARt g
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GO'VERNMENT
Memorandum

FILE (155:5531) > : N
\K gare vunf-.,»...m

SAC, TAMPA

ATCRIL RN B

SUBJECT: MURKIN H
CR
(OO%ME)

At 4:15 PM today SAC WES WHALEY of the Houston
Office telephonically advised as follows:

An individual called the Houston Office yesterday
and said he had been staying at a rooming house at 336 Hyde
Park Ave., and two days after KING was assassinated, a male
individual whose name he does not know, rented a room at
the rooming house. He did not see the individual's face
but saw the back of him and he had unusual ears. He be-
lieves that the man may have been having an affair with
some woman at the rooming house and stated that a Mrs.
SCHUSTER, owner of the rooming house, would undoubtedly
be able to identify this individual,

>
‘ggwu*\oéif/

'SEAPCHED
SERIALIZED

AFi L

FBt— TAMPA

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SHC, 1H/nrry Cid /- 3240 DATE: 5//4-5% £

, -,) 4 /
: g") I\/L‘vav\i ‘ S /\'(/{( /(4‘ ).

SUBJECT: M O R <IN
CrR
(0 Cc .N c}"‘)

e (5 )~3d3/~ 300
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MU 6 vl STl kT o [t
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