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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

SUBJECT

date: 4-23-66

On 4-18-6b. ^iLiia'i Coimell, FF«, ?ie,:.ejcy Apts., 
Melbourne Reach., Florida telenhonicalLy advised fau^a 
of the fact that a resident of the apartments tirpht 
she observed an individual, identical to Eric Gaft.

)n 4-19-68, Connell was contacted and hrs. Rose 
Fleeter, Apt. 8, interviewed for further infor1 latioa. 
Sue advised teat see observed tic mm owe vidua 1 
in the coscany of Georpe ^cCamnon, Apt. 2. dcCawoii 
was ideot find as be end a salesman for 111, Cocoa 
Peach, Florida. FcCabion interviewed on 4-19-68 and 
identified individual in rues cion as fel low woruer, don 
Ema liman. fcCamon positively identified Emallnaa as 
not oclir identical with Eric. 3. -alt, et al.

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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■ Transmit the following in

SAC, ALBAM

4/19/6

(Type in plain text or code)

MEMPHIS (44-1987)

At about 6 pom

6' ^^^^^^

on 4/4/68, while standing , on the second
baloony outsid® Room 30® of the Lorraine Motel

Street, Memphis Tennessee Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING
406 Mulberry

was struck
’ in the right side of the face by a single bullet fired from a

30-06 rifle The bullet severed KING’S spinal cord and death

This investigation_ predicated
from the Attorney General of the United

upon a specific request
States disclosed that

the fatal shot had been fired from the bathroom of a,cheap rooming 
house located at 422| South Main Street, Memphis, which bathroom 
was located at the rear of the rooming house
overlooking th® Lorraine Motel

At about 3 p,® on 4/4/68 an individual using
JOHN WILLARD had rented Room S°B in the rooming house
South Main Street and had paid on® week’s rent

the name
at 422$

After hearing
the rifle shot at about 6 p.m on that same day __ _ _
in the rooming house observed a man presumably identical with 
WILLARD, fleeing from the rooming house carrying a large package

other tenants

which was subsequently abandoned by him on the sidewalk in.front
of the Canipe Amusement Co,, 424 South Main Street, Memphis
A neighborhood investigation in ths vicinity of 424 South Main 
Street disclosed that the
white Mustang

Found abandoned in
30-06 Remington model 760

subject had fled from the scene in

front off 424 South Main Street was

ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

RGJ:BN 
(111)

SERIALIZE
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ME 44-1987

sold to one MRBY WMTO on 3/30/68 by 
Birmingham, Alabama.

Aeromarine Supply Co

Investigation at Memphis disclosed 
purchased a set of binoculars at the York

that a® individual had 
Arsis Company in Memphis

on 4/4/68. These binoculars were among the material abandoned 
with the riffle and recovered in Memphis. Also recovered was a 
brown and green herringbone bedspread. The items abandoned in 
Memphis were all wrapped in this bedspread. .The blue bag which 
was inside the bedspread contained numerous items, among which 
were the binoculars and a set off underwear consisting of a T-shirt 
and shorts. The T-shirt and shorts are those on which appears 
the laundry mark which has been a matter of interest in this case.

A search of motel records in the Memphis area disclosed 
that an individual using the name EEIC B. GALT had spent the 
night of .4/3/68 at the Bebel Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, and was 
driving a 1966-white Mustang bearing Alabama License 1-38993. 
Investigation at Birmngham disclosed that this automobile had 
been purchased by EBIC 8. GALT on August 3©, 1968, from a private 
person in response to a newspaper ad. Be paid a total of $1995 
cash. While in Birmingham he furnished the address of 2608 South 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham. This is also the address which 
appeared on a driver0® license issued to him by the State of
Alabama 
date as

The driver5® license identifying data listed his birth 
, his height as 5’ll50, his weight as 170

aid hi® eyes blue aidl hair brow®

The automobile in question, the white Mustang bearing the 
Alabama tags mentioned above, was recovered in Atlanta on 4/11/68 
and determined to have been abandoned there prior to 9 a.m. on 
4/5/68. -

In connection with the evidence submitted by Atlanta, 
Birmingham, and Memphis, identifiable latent prints were recovered 
It was on the basis of these latent® that identification was made 
of JAMES EABL BAT. In handling future leads, all offices should 
be particularly interested in securing an identifying number, 
military, police, or EBI, in connection with suspects so that the 
necessary check can be made through the Identification Division.

On 4/17/68, AOBA B. HOT TAYLOR, Birmingham, authorized 
the 'filing of a complaint charging EBIC 3TABVO GALT with a
conspiracy to violate Section 141, , Up Code, and
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Transmit the following in

AIRTEL
Via

TO:

(P)FROM:

MURKIN - COST DATASUBJECT:

each month until
further notice:

for

A.

B

3)

Approved: Sent

SEARCHED
SERIALIZED

broken down as

- Each Office

be itemized and cost of

ALBANYSAC

lines
each item shown.

Date:

FD-3S (Rev. 12-13-50

4/19/68

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

SAC. MEMPHIS (44-1987)

ReButel to ME 4/17/68.

For information of all
requested of the Memphis Division as follows:

offices, the Bureau by retel

Please furnish following information on above
matter compiled or estimated through 4/30/68, and thereafter
submit cumulative totals through the end of

Number of man hours spent on case
to regular hours, overtime hours and total man
hours by following employees (separate figures

each class of employees shown):

Special Agents

Clerical Employees

2) Total mileage (estimated or actual) traveled by
Bucars used on case. Include mileage for cars 
traveling to and from other field offices on special
assignment and any personally-owned cars.

Any unusual or out-of-ordinary costs
of chartering airplane,
space,

2 - Memphis
HEG:LF
(59)

such as cost

leased telephone
rental of special office

etc. These should
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ME 44-1987

4) Peak number of Special Agents working on case 
during month for which report is submitted.

You should promptly request all Bureau offices
involved in this case to furnish information requested herein 
to you and it should be included in your report.”

Each office is requested to expeditiously furnish 
the Memphis Division with the above designated data within 
two work days after the clQ^.J^^ Secondly, each
onice is also requeswTtoadvise the Memphis Division even in 
the event each category is zero or no work is performed on 
this case during the month.
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'0‘9?(^ey, 5*2.2-64)

F B I

Date: 4/22/68
Transmit the following in '----------------- ----------------- >----------- —— ------------- ------------ ---------------------- -- -------

, (Type in plaintext of code)

Airtel
(Priority)

To: SAC's, Tampa (157-3231) 
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Tampa teletype 4/19/68.

The fingerprints of James EaM Ray, FBI
#405 942G, are not identical with the fingerprints of James 
Willard Wray, FBI #699529B.

The remaining unidentified latent fingerprints
and the latent impressions in this case are not identical with 
the fingerprints of Wray. No palm prints are available in our 
Identification Division files for Wray.

1 - Minneapolis (157-450)
1 - Phoenix
1 - Los Angeles

Sent Via _____________________ ;________ _____________ M Per -------------------------------—-—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

SEARCHED. 
SERIALIZED



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE two

ANOTHER CHORE FRIEND (NAME URECALLED) OF ITALIAN DESCEN I APPARENTLY

"BIG MAN" IN SYNDICATE* THIS ITALIAN HAD APPARENTLY OPERATED WITH KAY

IN PAST AND ENGAGED WITH RAY IN HANDLING STOLEN POST OFFICE MONEY

ORDERS 'AND TRAVELERS CHECKS

WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHT, KNOWN BURGLAR INCARCERATED WITHIN TAMPA

DIVISION, HAS BEEN FURNISHING VOLUME OF INFORMATION KE POST OFFICE

BURGLARIES FOR PAST SEVERAL YEARS,

FENCES FOR STAMPS AND POSTAL MONEY

INCLUDING IDENTITY OF MAJOR

ORDERS* THESE INTERVIEWS HAVE

BEEN CONDUCTED BY SPECIAL AREN'T OF

INSPECTOR, ORLANDO, FLA

FBI AND WAYNE R. RICHIE, POSTAL

REFERENCED TAMPA TEL STATES THAT KNIGHT INTERVIEWED APRIL

FIFTEEN LAST AND UNABLE TO FURNISH INFORMATION KE KNOWLEDGE OF RAY,

HOWEVER, HE WAS APPARENTLY ONLY SHOWN COMPOSITE PICTURE

TAMPA REQUESTED TO REINTERVIEW KNIGHT AND EXHIBIT HEAL PHOTOS

OF.RAY TO DETERMINE WHETHER

DIRECT INVESTIGATION TOWARD

KNIGHT MIGHT KNOW HIM OR BE ABLE TO

ESTABLISHING IDENTITY OF FENCES REFERRED

TO BY CURTIS IN YESTERDAY•S INTERVIEW TAMPA ALSO REQUESTED TO

CONTACT POSTAL INSPECTOR WAYNE RICHIE TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE

(MIGTH BE HELPFUL IN IDENTIFYING THESE FENCES

END

BLW

FBI TAMPA
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it the following in

TELETYPE

2_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PLAIN . .
(Type in plaintext or code) ' 

URGENT
(Priority)

i«f,:V

TO DIRECTOR

FROM TAMPA

MURKINJ CR

<44-3886!>» LOS ANGELES* AND ATLANTA

<157-3231>

OOtME.

RE ATLANTA

JAMES WRAY

WILLARD WRAY OF

MEMPHIS ADVISED

TEL INSTANT DATE.

MENTIONED IN RETEL UNDOUBTEDLY IDENTICAL TO JAME)

WHOM DIRECTOR* MINNEAPOLIS* PHOENIX* LOS ANGELE

BY TMPA TEL DATED APRIL NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT.

REFLECTED INVESTIGATION TAMPA DIVISION AT PINELLAS PARK* FLA

DETERMINED JAMES WILLARD WRAY TO BE DRIVER FOR INSURED DRIVE

WAY SYSTEMS* PINELLAS PARK* FLA. AND NOT DEEMED TO BE

IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY

AIR MAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

LEB/AS

Sch‘MIZED_^—■ 
FILED _^z_—
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FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

956 PM (AGENT 4/23/68 ALS

TO DIRECTOR (44*38861)* LOS ANGELES* AND ATLANTA 

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKINJ CR. 00IME.

RE ATLANTA TEL INSTANT DATE.

JAMES WRAY MENTIONED IN RETEL UNDOUBTEDLY IDENTICAL TO JAMES 

WILLARD WRAY OF WHOM DIRECTOR* MINNEAPOLIS* PHOENIX* LOS ANGELES* AND 

MEMPHIS ADVISED BY TMPA TEL DATED APRIL NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. RETPTEL 

REFLECTED INVESTIGATION TAMPA DIVISION AT PINELLAS PARK* FLA. 

DETERMINED JAMES WILLARD WRAY TO BE DRIVER FOR INSURED DRIVE - 

A * WAY SYSTEMS* PINELLAS PARK* FLA. AND NOT DEEMED TO BE 

IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY.

AIR MAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END 

CAB

FBI WASH DC
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Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

Approved:

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO:

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) & SAC KANSAS CITY

SAC

MURKIN

RE BH TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, APRIL

ON APRIL TWO THREE LAST. WILLIAM

TWO THREE, LAST

KENNETH KNIGHT WAS

INTERVIEWED AT THE TAMPA

FOR THE INFO OF K.C. AND

CITY JAIL WHERE HE IS INCARCERATED

OTHER OFFICES RECEIVING. KNIGHT

HAS FURNISHED VOLUME OF INFO RE POST OFFICE BURGLARIES

DURING THE PAST YEAR. REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED

INTERVIEW CONCERNING ANY ASSOCIATION KNIGHT

JAMES EARL RAY

KNIGHT ADVISED, AFTER VIEWING PHOTOS OF

WAS ^FAMILIAR

ADVISED THAT HE WAS NOT FAMILIAR

NOR HAD HE BEEN IN THE AREA

STAMP FENCES DURING FIFTY-FIVE

MAY HAVE WITH

TO HIM HE

WITH RAYMOND LOUIS

OR ASSOCIATED WITH

CURTIS

POSTAL

KNIGHT ADVISED ONLY

CONTACT WITH K.C. FENCE WAS IN SIXTY-SIX AND SIXTY-SEVEN
SEARCHED 
INDEXED

1>- Tampa
1 - Birmingham (AM) (44-1740)
1 - Memphis (AM)_ (44-1987) 
RKH:bap

Sent Per

wTn taam

SERIALIZE
FILED mi

Special Agent in Charge
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F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO FENCE LOOT FROM ATLANTA, GA., FLORENCE, ALA. POST 

OFFICE BURGLARIES. THOSE STAMPS WERE FENCED THROUGH 

BILLY MILES SKILLMAN WITH WHOM K.C. IS FAMILIAR. KNIGHT 

ADVISED NOT AWARE OF ANY ITALIAN FENCES IN K.C. HE 

ADVISED THAT SOMETIME DURING HIS PERIODS IN PRISONS HE 

MIGHT HAVE BEEN INCARCERATED WITH RAY BUT CANNOT RECALL 

WHERE OR WHEN.

ON APRIL TWO THREE, LAST, POSTAL INSPECTOR WAYNE 

R. RICHIE, ORLANDO, FLA.

^KT HE WAS NOT CONDUCTING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS FOR THE 

POSTAL INSPECTIONS SERVICE IN FIFTY-FIVE NOR WAS HE IN 

THE K.C. AREA AT THAT TIME AND HE HAD NO INFO CONCERNING 

POSTAL FENCES DURING THAT PERIOD AT MM PL ACT. HE 

ADVISED^JKWg^. THAT WILLIAM R. RUDDELL, POSTAL 

INSPECTOR, K.C., MO., IS FAMILIAR WITH MOST BURGLARS AND 

FENCES OPERATING IN THAT AREA AND HAS BEEN IN K.C. SINCE 

FIFTY-FIVE. RITCHIE SUGGESTED RUDDELL BE CONTACTED IN 

K.C. RE INFO DESIRED.

K.C., LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RUDDELL PER RE TEL.

Approved: M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

1120 AM UNBENT 4-24-68 BLW

TO DIRECTOR <44-388611 AND KANSAS CITY 

FROM TAMPA <157-3231> BP

MURKIN

REBHTEL TO DIRECTOR* APRIL TWO THREE* LAST*

ON APRIL TWO THREE* LAST* WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHT WAS 

INTERVIEWED AT THE TAMPA CITY JAIL WHERE HE IS INCARCERATED. 

FOR THE INFO OF KANSAS CITY AND OTHER OFFICES RECEIVING* KNIGHT 

HAS FURNISHED VOLUMVE OF INFO RE POST OFFICE BURGLARIES 

DURING THE PAST YEAR. REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED 

INTERVIEW CONCERNING ANY ASSOCIATION KNIGHT MAY HAVE WITH 

JAMES EARL RAY.

KNIGHT ADVISED* AFTER VIEWING PHOTOS OF RAY* THAT 

RAY WAS NOT FAMILIAR TO HIM. HE ADVISED THAT HE WAS 

NOT FAMILIAR WITH RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS NOR HAD HE BEEN 

IN THE KANSAS CITY AREA OR ASSOCIATED WITH POSTAL STAMP 

FENCES DURING FIFTY-FIVE. KNIGHT ADVISED ONLY CONTACT 

WITH KANSAS CITY FENCE WAS IN SIXTY-SIX AND SIXTY-SEVEN

search®—— 
INDEXED „__--— 
SERIALIZED^—. 
FILED ^—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

END PAGE ONE



PAGE TWO 

TP 157-3231

TO FENCE LOOT FROM ATLANTA* GA.* FLORENCE* ALA. POST 

OFFICE BURGLARIES. THOSE STAMPS WERE FENCED THROUGH 

BILLY MILES SKILLMAN WITH WHOM KANSAS CITY IS FAMILIAR. 

KNIGHT ADVISED NOT AWARE OF ANY ITALIAN FENCES IN KANSAS CITY* 

HE ADVISED THAT SOMETIME DURING HIS PERIODS IN PRISONS HE 

MIGHT HAVE BEEN INCARCERATED WITH RAY BUT CANNOT RECALL 

WHERE OR WHEN.

ON APRIL TWO THREE* LAST* POSTAL INSPECTOR WAYNE 

R. RICHIE* ORLANDO* FLA. ADVISED HE WAS NOT CONDUCTING 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS FOR THE POSTAL INSPECTIONS 

SERVICE IN FIFTY-FIVE NOR VAS HE IN THE KANSAS CITY 

AREA AT THAT TIME AND HE HAD NO INFO CONCERNING POSTAL 

FENCES DURING THAT PERIOD THERE. HE ADVISED THAT 

WILLIAM R. RIDDELL* POSTAL INSPECTOR* KANSAS CITY* MO.* 

IS FAMILIAR WITH MOST BURGLARS AND FENCES OPERATING IN 

THAT AREA AND HAS BENN IN KANSAS CITY SINCE FIFTY-FIVE. 

RICHIE SUGGESTED RUDDELL BE CONTACTED IN KANSAS CITY RE 

INFO DESIRE.

KANSAS CITY* LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RUDDELL PER RE TEL. 

AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS.

END 

WPK 

FBI WASH DC
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PAGE FOUR

AT 44-2386

CRIMINAL ELEMENTS KNEW HOW TO CONTACT SUCH PEOPLE. ABOVE STATEMENTS

By RAY OVERHEARD BY THIRD CELL MATE MENTIONED ABOVE. RAY HAD FRIEND

IN NEW ORLEANS (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN), COIN (PHONETIC) SPELLED LIKE

"QUARTER OR DIME", WHO APPARENTLY A FENCE, WELL CONNECTED WITH HOODLUM

ELEMENTS AMD WHO IN ’FIFTYFIVE WAS FIFTYFIVE OR SIXTYFIVE YEARS OLD

WHOM WOULD HARBOR RAY. CURTIS KNEW NO CLOSE FRIENDS OF ASSOCIATES OF

RAY. RAY ALLEGEDLY THRU PRISON GRAPE VINE HAD tflFE, BUT NEVER MENTIONED

By RAY; .HOWEVER, FEW' PRISONERS MENTION FAMILY’ CONNECTIONS

MENTIONED GAMBLING IN LOS ANGELES. RAY WAS WHEN OUTSIDE

AND

ray

AND

RAY

WOULD ASSOCIATE WITH PROSTITUTES, TAKING ONE FROM TOWN TO

WITH REGARD TO KING’S KILLING INDICATED HE WOULD

WOULD IN ALL PROSABILITY DEMAND BOUNTY NONEY BE PUT

RULES

IN BANK

CURTIS ASSUMED RAY WOULD GO TO IF OUT

NEW ZEALAND, BRAZIL, AND SWITZERLAND

HE HAD READ ABOUT, WHICH

OF UNITED STATES

NOT OVER

THREE PEOPLE WOULD BE INVOLVED IN ACTUAL ASSASSINATION. IT WOULD HAVE

BEEN WELL PLANNED WITH DIVERSIONARY MEASURES AMD SECOND

INDIVIDUAL, NOT RAY, WOULD HAVE DRIVEN GETAWAY CAR TO ATLANTA AS

DIVERSIONARY MEASURE. CURTIS WILL NOT TESTIFY , AS HE FEARS FOR

HIS LIFE, IF INFO GETS OUT. HE DEMANDED IDENTITY BE PROTECTED. IN

SPITE OF

PRIOR TO

ABOVE, SHERIFF MAULDIN ADVISED CURTIS HAS ALSO GIVE ABOVE INFO

INTERVIEW BY FBI TO LLOYD GULLEDGE 1,

END PAGE FOUR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
OSA GEN. REO. NO. 37

1010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM SAC, TTWA (157-3231)

DATE: 4/22/68

sub?— MUREIN

The Bureau has reiterated instructions that all leads 
this case will be covered within 24 hours and all leads must 
et forth by telephone or teletype. In addition, all border 

'Tees covering entry into Mexico or Canada and exit therefrom, 
a c to insure that appropriate stops are maintained re subject 

c Hl names known to be used by him at respective offices of 
IE o Immigration and Border Patrol.

The Bureau has also directed that sufficient quantities 
of wanted flyers and 10*s to narcotic investigative agencies be 
made so that informants may be contacted. In addition, all 
criminal informants and appropriate racial and security informants 
should be contacted.

Copies of wanted flyer issued in the name of JAMES EARL
RAY and his known aliases have been distributed to Agents. It 
is desired all Agents immediately contact all informants assigned 
to them to uncover any possible information leading to the 
whereabouts and apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY, aka.

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

1 - Each Agent
1 - 157-3231
1 - 66-43
OFFICE MEMO #68-72
LEB:cj
(85)
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w JOHNSON

Character:

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Classification:

Submitting Office:

44
TAMPA

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

similarfeet of

ihases

B\GE 18-A

TAMPA FLORIDA

■hide.

and

FBI

RAY

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

HE CAN run, but he can t

This quote, attributed to former
heavyweight boxing champion Joe
Louis, may very well apply to Eric
Starvo Galt or James Earl Ray—

. the two are said to be identical —
j sought in connection with the mur­
der of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Starting from the slimmest of
jfacts, the Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation has compiled an im
pressive dossier on King’s al­
leged assassin. In audition to
raising hopes that he will soon be

. . . behind the mystery

apprehended, this provides a
dramatic demonstration of the
effectiveness of law enforcement
agencies and may have the ef-

discouraging
crimes of violence.

Galt, whose real name is said
to be Rav, has been described as a
high school dropout with a lengthy
criminal record. He is a prison es­
capee who has used numerous

and has been in trouble
with the law since early youth.

His capture is extremely impor-
| tant as a means of understanding i 
the depth of the conspiracy which
led to the murder of Dr. King and
the wave of rioting which swept5
the country following his death.

WAS RAY a paid killer* or did
he conspire, as the FBI puts it, 
with “an individual said to be his

brother,” out of sheer prejudice to
slay the civil rights leader?

Everything points to the tact.
that the murder was carefully
planned. Ray had to know Kings
whereabouts, something of his
schedule and the best means of es­
tablishing his ambush. In addition,
all signs suggest that his escape
was equally well planned, perhaps
with the assistance of others.
There is even speculation at the
moment that Ray may no longeri
be in the country.

Obviously, this was no spur of,
the moment murder. It had been

| thought through completely and
! was executed with professional fi­

nesse. Ray did leave behind a
highly visible trail. But this, too, 
could have been a decoy, pinning
the guilt on one Eric Starvo Galt
who, in fact, did not exist.

Ray was identified , according
I to the FBI, following a “system­

a 11 c exhaustive search
through its fingerprint files. And 
when Ray and Galt were deter- 

■ mined to be one, certain of Galt’s
\ prior activities had to be rejected
’ because Ray was in prison at .the 

‘ time they had been pinpointed.
The discrepancy was attributed;

; to “investigative error.
THERE IS a temptation to 

draw a parallel in the murder pB-f 
. Dr. King and the assassination of'* 

President Kennedy. Both Lee Har­
vey Oswald and Ray were drop­
outs from society. Both had been
failures in almost everything they 
had undertaken, except in ijigj.inal

TAMPA TIMES

..INDEXED

TAMPA
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■ A dead Oswald leaves ’behind a 
mountain of unanswered questions. 
A live Ray may be able to shed 
some light on the killing of Dr. 
King, if Ray can be captured and 
persuaded to talk — and, of 
course, assuming his guilt.

We need to know more about 1 
the inner — and outer — com­
pulsions which go into the com- z 
position of a killer. What were 
the compelling influences which 
caused Ray to make what on the 
surface appears to be a social 
protest against Dr. King’s activi­
ties? Why, indeed, should a so­
cial outcast such as Ray even 
want to become involved in such 
a protest?

These are questions in seardkpf 
anEmsweF. " y
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4/22/68

TELETYPE

PLAINTEXT

URGENT

DIRECTOR

PROM: PHOENIX (44-371) (TWO PAGES)

MURKIN. CR.

RE MP TEL TO DIRECTOR, LA, PX, AND TAMPA, APRIL 

NINETEEN, LAST.

DOUGLAS SMITH, INSURED DRIVEAWAY SYSTEMS, THREE SIX TWO 

FIVE, NORTH SIXTEENTH STREET, PHOENIX, ARIZONA, CONTACTED 

APRIL NINETEEN AND TWENTYTWO, INSTANT BY SA KENNETH H. DE HOFF.

JAMES WRAY, FIVE TWO SEVEN ZERO AXTRY PLACE, LAKEWOOD, 

CALIFORNIA, TELEPHONE T ZERO SEVEN DASH ZERO EIGHT TWO ONE

WAS LISTED AS A SALESMAN AND DRIVER FOR LUCY BERRON, FOUR

ZERO EIGHT SIX PARK BOULEVARD, PINEALLAS PARK, CALIFORNIA

TRANSPORTED A CAR THROUGH PHOENIX ON SEPTEMBER TWENTYSEVEN, 

SIXTYSEVEN. NO DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE BUT HE HAD BEEN DRIVING 

FOR INSURED DRIVEAWAY SYSTEMS PROBABLY OUT OF LOS ANGELES,

CALIFORNIA FOR THE PAST ONE AND ONE-HALF YEARS.

SMITH OF OPINION THIS INDIVIDUAL NOT IDENTICAL AND NO

OTHER INFORMATION FOUND IN HIS FILES. c

: ^MSS^/t^c 1)
u- Tampa (AM) 
1 - Phoenix

KWrfd 
(4)
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I ^^NSt. Louis Police Depart- 
(released this pic 
|ay of James Earl 

made in 1959 at 
st in St. 

>bery 
hnvicted and 
bars in prison 
01967 from 

Kitentiary. ;

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

& witnesses to hews
W the FBI has prompted s^ W where Galt bought a’^ 
J^lation that trie Start® 5$t !’“ a gun dealer in MenlPh 
’ W a “cover” name &ifty where he bought a pair of bi 
f^mlmen in a conspfracy> Heitors, was not precise. ?

The Rev. sJBHE FBI description I 
. tip Luther King Jr. '

...After the FBI said | 
day that Galt really 
James Earl Ray, 

. year-old escaped com 
was noted that his desc 
did not match that gi 
earlier witnesses in the;

PRIOR TO yesterda 
letin on Ray, the descri 
from witnesses who; 
khown Galt in the pa 
months had included: 
I** A long-nosed man 

lite 20’s who was 
Memphis at a rooming 

’from which the shot was 
that killed Dr. King.

** A 30-y ear-old,. 
spoken man who talked 
the weather at a Birmin 
rooming house last fall.

** A 36-year-old “avid i 
er” who bought a rifle in 
mingham and who took 
ing lessons ip New Orle 
the time when James 
Ray, the fourth Galt,^vas 
imprisoned in Missouri. '

*** James Earl Ray, a fiy

slain said that he was 5 
A inches or 6 feet tall, s 
a, weighting 165 pounds, 
sandy hair. The oldest 
mate of his ag^ was 32 yi 
the youngest 26. He was 
to have a long point 
and a southern accent.

At a Birmingham ro! 
house where Galt lived f 
weeks last fall, he 
Scribed as being 5
iiches tall, weighting _
pounds, with brown hair and a . _______
feyghfiy southern accent. He
Was described as bring about

Was released Wednesd 
km£ht said that Galt was 
tween 5 feet 8 inches ^,| 

' 11 inches tall, we® 
160 to 175 pounds, 

edium build, and „ „ 
$pu hair and blue eyes. W 

description said th# 
h' date Was

patently got from an appllq 
'WW that Galt made for a 
Alabama driver’s license. *

[ Said that Galt’s voice hs

y^and brown hair. The FBI 
had a scar in & 

his forehead an
a^f his right hand, ft
"WMARCH 1,1968,\

telephoned the Al; 
y Patrol to ask 
te copy of the

te that he had got 
iberl967. ’

/Tfi^ FBI had said that 
nd in California during

Th its bulletin on Wedne 
describing Galt as an

AP Wirephot#

1959 Lineup

Earl Ray, had been 
in Missouri from 1 

|^ie escaped in April 1967

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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PETERSBURG TIMES
PETERSBURG. FLA.

Date: 4/20/68
Edition: LOCAL
Author:

Editor: NELSON POYNTER
Title:

Character:

or

Classification: 157-3231
Submitting Office: TAMPA

SEARCHED, 
SERIALIZED.

FBI — TAMPA
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FROM

SUBJECT

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
AC, TAMPA (157-3231) date: 4/24/68

IC ALVA

f V

On 4^24/68 the writer was telephonically contacted //
by Mr. OLAN G. PRICE, 332 Pauls Dr., Brandon, Fla.. Mr PRICE 
advised that he did not have a home phone.

PRICE advised tl at he was sure that he had seen
JAMES EARL RAY this past Sunday; however he would like to see 
a photo of him to be sure. PRICE advised that he would be 
at home between three and five p.m. this date or could be 
contacted at his employment, the AMERICAN DAIRY, 336 Pauls 
Dr., Brandon, Fla.

2 — J. amp a 
AEL : a el ,

(2)

5010-106
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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JFS:cj

5010-108

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1062 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to

FROM

subject:

FILE 7-3231) date: 4/24/68

SAC. TAMPA

MURKIN 
CR 
(OOYME)

At 4:15 PM today SAC WES WHALEY of the Houston 
Office telephonically advised as follows:

An individual called the Houston Office yesterday 
and said he had been staying at a rooming house at 336 Hyde 
Park Ave., and two days after KING was assassinated, a male 
individual whose name he does not know, rented a room at 
the rooming house. He did not see the individual*« faep 
but saw the back of him and he had unusual ears. He be­
lieves that the man may have been having an affair with 
some woman at the rooming house and stated that a Mrs.
SCHUSTER, owner of the rooming house 
be able to identify this individual.

would undoubtedly

SEARCHED. . . . . ^DEXED
SERIALIZED..y<ZFILED

TAMPA
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