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HOWARD
this morning and

STAFFORD called long distance

ARNOLD GENE STAFFORD in Victoria

at 11:45
advised he is staying with his brother

telephone 573-2017
STAFFORD stated at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot
he was living in a rooming house at 336 Hyde Park Avenue,
Tampa, Florida He stated two days after KING was shot
a man moved into the rooming house whose name he does not

He stated he had observed this man on occasions and
only from the back He stated his appearance was most
unusual in that his ears did not match He stated by that
he means one was larger and protruding out from his head
more than the other one
be the same as JAMES EARL RAY

He stated his build appeared to
STAFFOR stated the man’s

actions were most unusual in that he very seldom left
his apartment and on those few occasions that he did leave
it was always late at night or in the early morning hours
He stated he is. quite sure that this man was having an
affair with a woman who had an apartment adjoining his 
(STAFFORD) He does not know the name of this woman
she has been residing at the rooming house for some time
He stated that the owner of the rooming house a Mrs SCHUSTER
would be able to furnish the names of the woman and the man
STAFFORD stated he left the rooming house last Sunday and
came to Victoria and at that time
at the rooming house

the man was still residing

(l)tXM
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

^8 iericairls FreeSt in MexiccT
In King Case, With Apologie*

J
HERMOSILLO, Mexico 
^UPI) — A bearded American 
t^ur# from Baltimore, Md., 
; and questioned by

^ police in their hunt 
^l^ect in the slaying of 

' '^. psqrtin Luther King, Jr., 
' yesterday was released with 
Oologies ; by state author- 

^Dapl D. KfeilMy, 42, had 
|een ^rested Wednesday in a 
^nattiwfe in Caborca, 80 
miles southwest of Nogales. 
Ariz., and questioned for 14 
hours before being brought id 
handcuffs to this Sonora statd

■ capitals < • . ■ ■ V

State, police turned him 
doose with apologies less than : 
Itwo hours after his arrival in 
IHermosillo. Kennedy left state ■ 
Ipolice headquarters saying he 
’wanted to continue his trip to 

Guaymas, a small fishing and 
resort town on the Pacific 
Coast about 80 miles south of 
Hermosillo.

American Vice Consul Ar­
nold Denys in Hermosillo saids 
Kennedy has been “elimi-I 
nated” as a suspect through ai 
thorough check by Hermosillol 
‘‘judicial police” of his back-* 
ground, circumstances, facial 
features and fingerprints.”

Denys said Kennedy was 
rtraveling on his own, very 
picely trying to learn about 
the Mexican people, when he 
was picked up because a hotel 
manager thought he matched 
the description of the sus­
pect.”
■Denys said Kennedy was 

“very upset” and insisted on 
being returned to Caborca« 
Where he was picked up, anq 

.where he had a $5 a day hotel 
room. j 
r Denys said he felt thl 
request justified and state 
•police had returned Kennedy 
to Caborca.

/"We turned him loose less 
tap two hour after he was 

brought here,” state police 
d. “We had a complete set 

^photographs here from the

“This man didn’t match the said “it would take a blind 
photographs or fingerprints at man to say that he resembled
all.”

Hotel Manager Carlos Va­
lencia Beltran in Caborca said 
he had told police his guest wounded and awarded the 
_ „ , „ - t j l° purple heart in combat in Ger-
James Earl Ray, wanted by many in World War II, andi 
the FBI in Connection with that he had left Baltimore 
King’s assassination. March 24. She said he rel

In Baltimore, when notified , ceived a monthly veteran’^ 
of her son’s arrest, Kennedy’s compensation check from the 
68-year-old m ^iS^Pearl, government. -■—

“resembled” pictures

the man the FBI is looking 
*or”

She said her son had been
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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TP 157-3231

additional identification orders. He was unable to 
furnish any information of value.

LEAD

TAMPA

AT TAMPA, FLA.

It is requested that the Agent to whom this
case is assigned review all background information 
pertaining to RAY to ascertain if he might be identical 
to the JAMES RAY about whom ALFRED T. LANG furnished 
information and, if so, submit leads to the Jacksonville 
Office .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
----------------------- -

X?y rDr. Kings Killer?!
*4 I^GTOlN Who ,h^^d the as-i 

Bf'W,, Martin lutheif *king Jr.’& 
S the challenging question being

discussed behind the scenes as the law 
e iforcement agencies of the Federal, 
j ;ate and local governments are combin- 
iig their efforts to capture the fugitive. 
* Suspicion points in the direction of 
Castro’s Cuba, where the Red Chinese 
brand of communism is popular. It relies 
heavily on terrorism, political bombings 

/and guerrilla tactics. A small clique of 
criminals has been engaging in con- 

cies to carry on these activities in 
1 countries in this hemisphere. With- , 
e past three years there have been 

attempted assassinations in Brazil and 
Bolivia and actual assassinations in 
Venezuela and Guatemala. In each case, 
a high official or former official active in 
public affairs was the target.

through-, 
$ Bvi^y, the a*- 
ino pr^mpal Negib 

leaders would cause deep emotion to He 
manifested and increase bitterness bL

|THE FBI on Monday night sent out an 
oilier to police in Florida to be on the 
lockout for and pick up Eric Starvo Galt, 
tab prime suspect in the killing of Dr. 
King.

An exhaustive check of fingerprints 
shows that Galt is the same person as 
James Earl Ray, who escaped from the 
Missouri state penitentiary in April, 1967. 
An examination of Ray’s crime record — 
covering a number of years and impris­
onment several times — gives the im­
pression that he is not an overly in­
telligent individual. His fellow prisoners 
say he was fanatically eager to accumu­
late money by any means possible. He 
was the type of man who might readily 
b ave been enticed by the prdspect of 

i 1 eing paid a large sum if he disposed of 
I r. King.

। It seems unlikely that any of the ra­
cial groups inside the United States 
would have taken the risk of hiring some- 
o ne to kill the Negro minister, 
particularly when there are so many 
other leaders to carry on with even more 
intensify the campaign he started. The 
search for a motive, therefore, turns to- 
«Srd the international side.

tween the races. The Communists wou| 
look upon this as the fulfillment of one of 
their objectives. '

The Red Chinese especially would like 
to see America in such great disorder 
that the government here would turn its 
attention from military operations in 
Vjetnam and be compelled to concentrate 
on the home front.

Cuba as a base of operations is rather 
handy for the Communists. Their agents 
can. come and go almost at .will through­
out the hemisphere. Several times(in re­
cent weeks planes have been hijacked 
over Florida and flown to Havana. Defix 
nite proof has been obtained that some of 
the troublemakers detected in different 
Latin - American countries had coma 
from Cuba and had been trained i® 
provoking disorders. It is natural, there­
fore, for law enforcement agencies here 
to assume that the killer of Dr. King ei­
ther has escaped to Cuba or is hiding in 
Florida in the hope of being smuggled to
Havana.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

WHAT ADVANTAGE would it be to 
tl e Communists, for example, to trigger
N sgro rn gt by the killing of D^

A LARGE AMOUNT of reward 
money, totaling more than $100,000, has 
been offered for the capture of the assas-' 
sin. Many people do not realize that a 
portion of the fund would go to anyone 
who furnished a clue which could lead to 
the capture of either Eric Starvo Galt or 
his fellow conspirators. A small bit of in­
formation might prove very significant 
and result directly or indirectly in the 
arrest of the murderer. The wide 
publicity given the pictures of the sus­
pected assassin is part of the effort to 
remind people who may have had some 
contact with the killer that the knowledge 
they possess could be of value in piecing 
together the story. of what happened x 
prior to the assassination. *

A belief prevails here that Galt or 
Ray — whatever the name he uses — 
was not himself capable of planning the 
crime and that he must have had the 
guidance, if not the assistance, of other 
persons in a conspiracy. The general 
feeling now among those officials study­
ing the case is that the killer was hired 
and was promised a large sum of money 
^^rpetrate the crime. 4
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

By MAX LERNER
Consider the man called James Earl

Ray, who also seems to have used a num- 
ller of other names, "
JJtarvo Galt, and is now
(he target of a vast 
ijnanhunt. When Martin (

Ericamong them

Luther King was killed, 
the first widespread 
impulse — which I 
shared with others — 
was to assume that the 
bullet had been gov­
erned by the assassin’s 
passion of racist 
hatred.

' I w r o t e that the 
man, like the act, had 
been “sick, sick,” but LERNER
^ Ray is in fact the man who pulled the
trigger — and obviously that must remain 
an “if” until all the evidence is in—the
theory of a single hate-governed assassin 
may not hold up.

Another theory, which cannot be ignored 
and is gaining some credence, is that it was 
a “contract job,” much like any gangland 
murder, with some petty criminal punk 
serving as the gunman, but also with 
precise planning for the murder and geta­
way.

This does not rule out racist hatred on the 
part of the gunman himself, who may have 
lent himself more readily to the killing be­

. cAise it jibed with his own twisted brood- 
in*s about how to set the world right, but it 
piits the focus not only on the killer but on 
whatever ethe^men used him.

FROM THIS ANGLE of vision many of 
the details now emerging about Ray — hisv 
criminal convictions, his jail terms and es­
cape, his travels, his bank account, his 
purchases and. expenditures — seem to fall 
into a meaningful pattern. The trail will 
probably cool and warm again a number of 
times before the FBI catches up with him — 
if it ever does. For Atty*. Gen. Ramsey 
Clark’s early description of the killer as “a 
lone man on the run” may no longer be 
true. 1 i

, It seems probable now that he was not a 
lone man, and he may no longer be on the 
run. If, in fact, there were others who used 
him for their purposes, his capture now j 
would be intolerable to them, and the in­
dicated course for them would be to kill him 
before he can be caught. If they are not able 
to — and that, too, is possible — his capture 
should uncover quite a story.

Inevitably, of course, one thinks of anoth­
er killer .in another assassination — that of 
John Kennedy — which has not been cleared 
up in the minds of many people and may. 
never be wholly resolved. There is even the 
weird coincidence in the evidence that Galt- 
Ray made one or several trips to New Or­
leans, which awakens memories of Lee Har­
vey Oswald’s stay in that city, and of the 
erratic efforts of Jim Garrison to prove a 
New Orleans conspiracy using Oswald as a 
“patsy” and to hang it on the CIA and the 
FBI. .

It all adds up to a climate, of conspiracy 
along with the climate of hate. It is well to, 
be on our guard against both. There is hotr 
violence and there is cold violence — the j 

kind that’springs out of massive anger and / 
theJkind that comes from calculated plan. /

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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DISPOSITION

1 to 2

21 to years

Q

<53000

June 13
sentenced to

8 months Con

Jail: 146

1949 CS129438

20537

Director

4-23-68 307 HJC

The following FBI record, NUMBER

FEDERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C.

405 942 G is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE

Army February 
19, 1946

Sheriff’s Office 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray 
#B-119908

October 
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary •

Police Department 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray 
#139648

October
11, 1949

suspicion 
459 Penal Code 
(burglary)

Sheriff’s Office
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

James E, Ray 
#5937 •

April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

Police Department
Alton, Illinois

James Earl Ray
#7514 .

«

July 23, 
1951

no operator’s 
license - no 
State License - 
no City License

Police Department 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#090696

May 6, 
1952

robbery (Gun)

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#131165

May 9, 
1952

robbery

State Penitentiary
Joliet, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#32419

June 13, 
1952

robbery

State Penitentiary 
Pontiac, Illinois

James E. Ray 
-19121

July 7, 
'1 ~ ye 

t s 1 1
; r ■' ■■ i

robbery

Grand Jury

penitentiary

Jail suspend
2 years
probation
served; first
90 days County

December 30

Notations indicated by ore NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads os

John Edgar Hoover
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405 942 G

DISPOSITIONCHARGENAME AND NUMBER

23

23

Sheriff’s Office
and

;t Office

1959 rmxinur

CONTRIBUTOR OF
FINGERPRINTS

ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED

March
1955

Edwardsville
Illinois

March
1955

Hannibal
Missouri

March
1955

Office

orders

Marshal

Missouri

James Earl
#B-3376

#12018

United States

Leavenworth
Kansas

#2640 195430

onditional
release on c
of Post Office

ice ‘oney

Director

Patrol
Macon Missouri

#40714

4-23-68 307 HJC

released to

Missouri
March 24 1955

and 9

PAYMENT
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE®

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

D STATES D

The following FBI record, NUMBER is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Sheriff’s Office

Police Department

State Highway

United States

Kansas City

Penitentlary

Notations indicated by

James Earl Ray

James E. Ray

James Earl

August burglary and
larceny

investigation
of breaking and
entering Post

Ray

Ray

being possibly identical with subject of this record.

cashing stolen
postal money

forgery United
States Postal
Money Orde

Forge Mo ne j

Postal Inspects'
Kansas City

sentenced to
15 months
custody of 
Attorney Geno

months May 20:
19 o8 conditio;

xorgery Post

are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI riles but are listed only as investigative leads as

John Edgar Hoover
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFFICE . o 
^■federal BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE® 4-23-6 8 3 0 7 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537
3

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
RNGERPRINTS

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, 
Missouri

State Hospital 
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

NAME AND NUMBER
ARRESTED OR 

RECEIVED CHARGE

James Earl Ray 
#81071

October 
16, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities

Janes Earl Ray 
#00416

March 17, 
1960

"TC" 
operating motor 
vehicle without 
permission of 
owner 
robbery first 
"b/m DDW” 
(2 charges)

James Earl Ray
#37045 C-5

•

September 
8, 1966

Patient

DISPOSITION

20 years (20
7, 5, 
concurrent)

Notations indicated by * are NOT based cn fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O^ISTIC
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE5TIGAiB| 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537
4-23-68 307 HJC

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Ear 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery fi 
(will extradite) 
Jefferson City, K 
May 10, 1967. 

4

1 Ray for 
vehicle w 
rst degre 
Notify Wa 
Missouri i

escape April 23, 
ithout permission 
□ "b/m of a D & D 
rden State Penite 
nformation receiv

1967 
of

W") 
ntiary 
ed

John Edgar Hoover 
Director
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1-Bureau '

UNHID STATES DIPAnTMENT OWL'^C 
0 FEDERAL DURjAU C? INVEST!
w WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 w

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G

4-23-68 3 07 HJC

is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUM3ER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
James McBride, Je 
James O'Conner, C 
custody-robbery i 
file #38-41730 On 
information rece: 
CAUTION: ARMED 7

James E 
.mes Walyc 
im, for u 

:irst Fug 
:fice of C 
.ved July 
.ND DANGER

arl Ray, also kne 
n, W.C. Herron, 
nlawful flight to 
itive Index #1214 
rigin Kansas City 
27,1057.
OUS

wn as,

avoid 
26 Bureau

Alias: James'Wa‘ .ton

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
Harvey Lowmyer, C 
Fugitive Index #' 
Origin Memphis. ' 
CAUTION: ARMED J

Eric St 
‘ohn Wille 
.27540 Dur 
in for ma tic 
iND DANGER

arvo Galt, also 1 
rd, Civil Rights- 
eau File #44-3836 
n received April 
OUS

nown as 
Conspiracy
1 Office of 
19,1958.

Notations indicated by * are NOT bas-sd on fiagorprints in rd 6’5$ but arc listed only as i 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edger Hoovor
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The following FBI record, NUMBER

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I?
WASHINGTON, D.C

4-23-6 3 3 0 7 HJC

405 942 G is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED

CHARGE * DISPOSITION

Army ^ay February 
19, 1946

Sheriff’s Office 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl 
#B-11990S

Ray October
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary •

police Department 
Los Angeles, 

California

James Earl 
£139648

Ray

4

October 
11, 1949

suspicion
459 Penal Code 
(burglary)

8 months Corn 
Jail suspend.
2 years 
probation 
served; first 
90 days Count 
Jail; 146 
December 20, 
1949 Csl2943

Sheriff’s Office 
ledar Rapids. Io ma

James E. Ray 
£5937 '

April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

SEARCHED.............jvikx
SERmZED.^X.TJLED

-•Cn ^4 i
Hi — TAi/ir

D

i

1

)

I

prprir^s in F^d fibs but are li 
d. ' lohn Edqor Hoover
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RNMENT

4/25/68TO date:

RONALD MERRITTFROM

MURKINsubject:

■Z^tt^

Writer advised SHINGLETON that his information

FBI

9010*108

W■ '

did not care

(2)

SEARCHED
SERIALIZE

SHINGLETON further advised that he

FILED.

SAC TAMP

WILLARD L 203 No DelawareSHINGLETONMr
FlaTampa, telephonically advised writer at 12:25 pm

this date that he had just attempted to talk with a man
who resembled that of JAMES EARL RAY Complainant ad­
vised that this man was having a drink at one of the local
Tampa bars and ran from complainant

to discuss this matter any further over the
requested that an agent contact him

phone and

would be furnished to a supervisor for appropriate action

SHINGLETONAappeared to be either drugged or
intoxicated during conversation with writer

RPM:cj

INDEXED.......

Q(N

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-Jj ihev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in PLAIN

Via TELETYPE

TO:

FROM:

MURKIN

ON

Date: 4/27/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(P riority)

SAC NEWARK (44

(P)SAC TAMPA r(l 57-323

CR. 00 MEMPHIS.

NEWARK TEL APR. TWENTY SEVEN

APR. TWENTYSEVEN INSTANT

C & R AUTO SALES, FOUR THREE ONE SIX

INSTANT

RALPH CAMERO, OWNER

FLORIDA AVE., TAMPA

ADVISED DID NOT PURCHASE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH FURY FROM AUTOMOTIVE

RENTALS. INC., AND EXHIBITED RECORDS FOR CARS PURCHASED FROM

DEC. ONE LAST AND NO RECORD LOCATED OF INSTANT PLYMOUTH

HENRY ERWIN, JR., THREE ZERO NINE BEN AVON DR., TEMPLE

TERRACE ADVISED AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS INC., PURCHASED

A SIXTYEIGHT GALAXIE FIVE HUNDRED WHICH HE PICKED UP AT

BILL CURRIE FORD, INC., FLORIDA AVE.. TAMPA, FLA. IN DEC.

SIXTYSEVEN. STATES HE TURNED OVER THE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH

STATION WAGON TO BILL CURRIE FORD AT TIME HE PICKED UP NEW

VEHICLE. STATED AT TIME HE OFFERED TO BUY INSTANT STATION

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
k- Savannah (AM)

(Enc. 1)

JG; nh

Approved:
Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

P

SEARCHED__  
INDEXED___  
SERIALIZED^ 
FILED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3^ (hev. 5-22-64)

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via__________________________________________________________ ,
(Priority) j

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ J__________

(157-3231) 

(PAGE TWO) 

WAGON FROM CURRIE FORD FOR ONE THOUS1 DOV BUT WAS LATER 

INFORMED SAME WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE AS INSTANT VEHICLE HAD 

BEEN SOLD FOR ELEVEN HUND^TDOL l-A^

STEVE KOVACH, SALES MGR, CURRIE FORD, ADVISED SIXTYEIGHT 

GALAXIE FIVE HUNDRED, ID NO. EIGHT N FIVE EIGHT ONE ONE 

(HE FOUR THREE FOUR HANDLED UNDER BILL CURRIE FORD, INC. 

SERVICE ORDER NO. TWO SEVEN SEVEN FIVE FOUR, DATED DEC. 

EIGHTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN, FOR RICE AND HOLMAN SALES AND SERVICE, 

UNION AVE. AND MOORESTOWN PIKE, PENNSAUKEN, N.J. STATES 

RECORDS REVEAL INSTANT GALAXIE TURNED OVER TO HENRY ERWIN 

AND THAT HE LEFT A SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH FURY, ID NO. P TWO 

FIVE TWO TWO SIX SEVEN SIX ZERO EIGHT, HOWEVER RECORDS DO 

NOT SHOW DISPOSITION OF INSTANT VEHICLE. STATES THIS IS 

NORMAL PROCEDURE IN HANDLING OF FLEET AUTOS FOR OTHER 

DEALERS. STATES HE BELIEVES HE RECALLS INSTANT PLYMOUTH 

z STATION WAGON AND THAT SAME WAS SOLD TO A DEALER FROM GA., 

BUT HAS NO RECORD TO VERIFY SAME. STATES THAT RICE AND 

HOLMAN WOULD HAVE TO HAVE RECORD OF INSTANT PLYMOUTH TO

Approved: ---------------- ----------------------------------- Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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Transmit the following in

F B I

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

(157-3231)

(PAGE THREE)

COMPLETE SALES TRANSACTION WITH AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS, INC.

JIM CORBETT, FLEET SALES MGR., BILL CURRIE,FORD, 

TAMPA, UNABLE TO BE LOCATED TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE HAS 

ANY RECOLLECTION OF INSTANT VEHICLE OR NOT .

NEWARK DIV AT PENNSAUKEN, N.J. WILL CONTACT RICE AND 

HOLMAN SALES AND SERVICE, TO ASCERTAIN FROM WHOM THEY 

RECEIVED REIMBURSEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE SIXTYFIVE 

PLYMOUTH TURNED IN BY ERWIN.

IF RICE AND HOLMAN UNABLE TO FURNISH FROM WHOM PAYMENT 

RECEIVED, THEN AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS, INC. SHOULD BE RECONTACTED 

FOR SOURCE OF PAYMENT ON INSTANT PLYMOUTH.

AIRMAIL COPIES BEING FURNISHED SAVANNAH AND MEMPHIS 

AND ALSO COPY OF RE NEWARK TELETYPE BEING FURNISHED MEMPHIS.

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI TAMPA ~

835 PM URGENT 4*1,7/68 ALS 

TO NEWARK <44-854) 

FROM TAMPA <157-3231) <P)

MURKIN* CR. 00: ME.

RE NEWARK TEL APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT.

ON APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT* J. RALPH CAMERO* OWNER* 

C < R AUTO SALES* FOUR THREE ONE SIX FLORIDA AVE.* TAMPA* 

ADVISED DID NOT PURCHASE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH FURY FROM AUTOMOTIVE 

RENTALS* INC.* AND EXHIBITED RECORDS FOR CARS PURCHASED,FROM 

DEC. ONE LAST AND NO RECORD LOCATED OF INSTANT PLYMOUTH.

HENRY ERWIN* JR.* THREE ZERO NINE BEN AVON DR.* TEMPLE 

TERRACE* FLA.* ADVISED AUTOMITIVE RENTALS* INC.* PURCHASED A 

SIXTYEIGHT GALAXIE FIVE HUNDRED WHICH HE PICKED UP AT BILL CURRIE 

FORD* INC.* FLORIDA AVE.* TAMPA* FLA. IN DEC. SIXTYSEVEN. STATES 

HE TURNED OVER THE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH STATION WAGON TO BILL CURRIE 

FORD AT TIME HE PICKED UP NEW VEHICLE. STATED AT TIME HE OFFERED 

TO BUY INSTANT STATION WAGON FROM CURRIE FORD FOR ONE THOUSAND 

DOLLARS BUT WAS LATER INFORMED SAME WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE AS INSTANT 

VEHICLE HAD BEEN SOLD FOR ELEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS. 

END PAGE ONE ’

SEARCHfiO
INDEXED__  
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FILED x.
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TP 15713231

STEVE KOVACH* SALES MGR* CURRIE FORD* ADVISED SIXTYEIGHT

GALAXIE FIVE HUNDRED* ID NO* EIGHT N FIVE EIGHT

FOUR THREE FOUR HANDLED UNDER BILL CURRIE FORD*

ORDER NO. TWO SEVEN SEVEN FIVE FOUR* DATED DEC

ONE ONE ONE

INC. SERVICE

EIGHTEEN* SIXTY

SEVEN* FOR RICE AND HOLMAN SALES AND SERVICE* UNION AVE. AND

MOORESTOWN PIKE* PENNSAUKEN* N. J. STATES RECORDS REVEAL INSTANT

GALAXIE TINNED OVER TO HENRY ERWIN AND THAT HE LEFT A SIXTYFIVE

PLYMOUTH FURY* ID NO. P TWO

HOWEVER RECORDS TO NOT SHOW

THIS IS NORMAL PROCEDURE IN

DEALERS

WAGON AND

RECORD TO

RECORD OF

FIVE TWO TWO SIX SEVEN SIX ZERO EIGHT*

DISPOSITION

HANDLING OF

STATES HE BELIEVES HE RECALLS

OF INSTANT VEHICLE STATES

FLEET AUTOS FOR OTHER

INSTANT PLYMOUTH STATION

THAT SAME WAS SOLD TO A DEALER FROM GA.* BUT HAS NO

VERIFY SAME. STATES THAT RICE AND HOLMAN WOULD HAVE

INSTANT PLYMOUTH TO COMPLETE SALES TRANSACTION WITH

AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS* INC.

JIM CORBETT* FLEET SALES MGR.* BILL CURRIE FORD* TAMPA* UNABLE

TO BE LOCATED TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE HAS ANY RECOLLECTION OF

INSTANT VEHICLE OR NOT.

END PAGE TWO
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TP 157-3231

NEWARK DIVISION AT PANNSAUKEN, N WILL CONTACT RICE AND

HOLMAN SALES AND SERVICE, TO ASCERTAIN FROM WHOM THEY RECEIVED RE

IMBURSEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH TURNED IN

BY ERWIN.

IF RICE AND HOLMAN UNABLE TO FURNISH FROM WHOM PAYMENT RECEIVED

THEN AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS, INC. SHOULD BE RECONTACTED FOR SOURCE

OF PAYMENT ON INSTANT PLYMOUTH

AIRMAIL COPIES BEING FURNISHED SAVANNAH AND MEMPHIS AND

ALSO COPY OF RE NEWARK TELETYPE BEIN6 FURNISHED MEMPHIS.

END

JON

FBI NEWARK
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Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861

Date: 4/24/68

7j---- PLAIN---—(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT 
(Priority)

FROM: SAC, TAMPA

SACs BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS

157-3231)

MURKIN, CR, 00: MEMPHIS

DAVID O GER, THE
mm 

ONE ONE SEVEN ST., NORTH

TWENTY FOUR INSTANT, THAT

FLOWN FROM MIAMI

THIRD, EIGHT SIX NINE SEVEN DASH

LARGO. FLA., ADVISED ON APRIL

ON APRIL EIGHT LAST, HE HAD

TO ST. CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS ON

PAN AMERICAN FLIGHT NO. FOUR TWO NINE, DEPARTING MIAMI

NINE THIRTY A.M. ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL ABOARD THIS FLIGHT

RESEMBLED THE ARTIST CONCEPTION OF ERIC STARVO GALT, WHICH

WAS PUBLISHED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPER. COPIES OF 10 AND WANTED

FLYER DISPLAYED TO CONGER AND STATES HE

INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY

CERTAIN. CONGER STATED THIS INDIVIDUAL

CABIN AND IS BELIEVED TO HAVE

F, IF SEATS ARE NUMBERED FROM

NINE F IF NUMBERED FROM FRONT

ampa 
JDL:av,

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

DOES NOT BELIEVE

HOWEVER, NOT

SEATED IN TOURIST

BEEN SEATED IN SEAT SEVEN

REAR OF CABIN OR SEAT

OF CABIN. THIS INDIVIDUAL

SEARCHED

SERt wsb

Per
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F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(P riority)

PAGE TWO

READING AN ELECTRONICS MAGAZINE, SIMILAR TO POPULAR MECHANICS 

CONGER EXPLAINED HE DID NOT OBSERVE THIS INDIVIDUAL CLOSELY 

AND COULD ONLY DESCRIBE HIM AS A W M, FORTY YEARS, DARK 

THIN HAIR, COMBED STRAIGHT BACK, AND DID NOT APPEAR TYPE 

TO BE TRAVELING TO ST. CROIX. CONGER APPEARS TO HAVE 

SOMEWHAT OF A QUOTE DETECTIVE COMPLEX END QUOTE.

MIAMI AT MIAMI, FLA., WILL OBTAIN PASSENGER MANIFEST 

AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL MENTIONED ABOVE TO 

DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Approved: M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

408PM URGENT 4-84*68 BLW

TO DIRECTOR <44-38861>* BIRMINGHAM * MIAMI AND

FROM TAMPA <157-3230

MURKIN* CR* 00 MEMPHIS*

DAVID 0. GER.THE THIRD* EIGHT SIX NINE

ONE ONE SEVEN ST** NORTH* LARGO* FLA.* ADVISED

TWENTY FOUR INSTANT* THAT ON APRIL EIGHT LAST*

MEMPHIS

SEVEN

ON APRIL

HE HAD

FLOWN FROM MIAMI* FLA.* TO ST. CROIX* VIRGIN ISLANDS ON

PAN AMERICAN FLIGHT NO. FOUR TWO NINE* DEPARTING MIAMI

NINE THIRTY AM. ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL ABOARD THIS FLIGHT

RESEMBLED THE ARTIST CONCEPTION OF ERIC STARVO GALT* WHICH

WAS PUBLISHED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPER. COPIES OF 10 AND WANTED

FLYER DISPLAYED TO CONGER AND STATES HE DOES NOT BELIEVE

INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY* HOWEVER. NOT

CERTAIN. COTIGER STATED THIS INDIVIDUAL SEATED IN TOURIST 

CABIN AND IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SEATED IN SEAT SEVEN

F» IF SEATS ARE NUMBERED FROM REAR OF CABIN OR SEAT

NINE F IF NUMBERED FROM FRONT OF CABIN. THIS INDIVIDUAL

END PAGE ONE

f6$
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PAGE TWO

|p reading an electronics magazine, similar to popular mechanics*
I CONGER EXPLAINED HE DID NOT OBSERVE THIS INDIVIDUAL CLOSELY

|~ AND COULD ONLY DESCRIBED HIM AS A W/M* FORTY YEARS* DAIKI

H THIN HAIR* COMBED STRAIGHT BACK* AND DID NOT APPEAR TYPE

p^ TO BE TRAVELING TO ST* CROIX. CONGER APPEARS TO HAVE

SOMEWHAT OF A "DETECTIVE COMPLEX."

MIAMI AT MIAMI* FLA. WILL OBTAIN PASSENGER MANIFEST

AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL MENTIONED ABOVE TO

DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

FBI WASH DC
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