AT 44-2386

For infcrmation those offices not recelving
reairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMES

EARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgila,
area on 4/5/68. 1Intensive investigation by Atlanta to date
has nct established mode of transportatlion RAY may have used
after 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtel
to check cars recovered theilr divigion that were stolen from
the State of Georgila subsequent to 4/4/68, and where the
transporter of same was not identified or otherwise accounted
for, investigation should be conducted to determine 1f RAY
was jperson who may have stolen and transported same.

o

t

Inves ion reflec
in the Atlanta, Georgia, area

_ In view of ths above, all Continental Offices

are requested to review car recoveries within their
regoective tTerritories o cars stolen from the State

of Georgiz subsequent to 2/23/08, and where the trans-
porter of same 1s not otherwise eliminatad or accounted
for, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is

any remcte indication that Subject RAY may have-been parson
transporting such & car, exhaustive and intensive investi-
gation should thereafter be conducted.

ARYED AND DANGEROUS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

————— gyt




mucm. m («-aun)

‘.«wm“

B mm)

uumumx um. 4/’8/“.} | |
© A1l car vecoveries subsequest te 3/33/68 u
'nm mum mtmd ua ugnuu rnnltl. |

3 - Bureaw
_‘1-nxum (1at0) :«-am)

m (MO 44-1987)

- SEARCHED___
INDEXED_

- 3233
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A

 To: pIRECTOR, FBI

ATTH: YBi LABORATORY
"x uc. 'ruu ’-151-3331)

I .

N oo:nms L

i ;utod 4/19/08. |

FE mlmd !er thc nx ubomory are thno
3 ,umlu of laundry marks "20 R-3" on yellow nruu >

| - tape as manufsctured by the Textile Markiamg Coqny, e

Syracuse, New York for Wﬁm vith -huar

S tlm «-mm in re airtsl.

For information Bureau and Iuphu. aban i

L r...pm obtained 4/35/68 from Vinter Park laundry
161 Yest Fairbanks Avenue, Winter Park, Florida. A
 Owner signifies week of the year, in this instance mk

- of January 7, 1m m nmer "3" udicatu budlo o
:Wr. -

" lureh of roeom dotor-zmd euteur
tith thu symbol was Mrs. K, B, mﬂr, 241 urnua

 Drive, Vinter Park, Florida.
" S-Buresu

,mm

 SFARCHED.
e
SERIALIZED 2
FILED

e 322/ 3F

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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o :;rp 151..3:31

. m x:nre cout:ettd 4/28/08 advuod ﬂhe 18
. not missing any sheets and upon being shown 1.0,
o r-fer JANES :m. ur st:tod thu pcmu uaknm to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-

i f‘ffgp susPECT DENNIS n nnmr
o nonxtox to ™, 4/22/8@. 5

. eity and t.1aphone directories. clatrwator, !1:..'}1'

;?e_lrollect nuunxa A, HOLT, 3263 Ban Pedro, Clearwater, tele- =

- “phone #726-2348, is operator of Holt Motors, 2107 U, 8, - .
x?Bigh'ty 19 Bouth, c10¢rvat¢r. tolcphons #831-2939 lnd 531-~,*=‘_,f4;

o ?rataxt tnquiry at Holt Motors rnfloctod thnt
~aaur 13 on vaeltion nnd 1; not oxpoctod ta roturn tor

e AN - | | e
| ‘Mrs. DENNIS A; HOLT, 3263 Sam Pedro, °1“"‘t"’ .

‘,Iadvilod that her husband departed from Miami on Thursday,

- .April ‘18, 1868, accompanied by & minister and possibly |
- - apothery 1ndividua1 to serve as an interpreter, en route to -
- Brazil and other parts of South America in connectiom with =

. ‘mimsionary work. MNrs. HOLT observed photographs of Jllll R :
- BARL RAY, aka, and stated that he does not bcar cven a ‘

"-rannte r.aanhlanoe to her husbnnd.

3 ~'Bnraan )

2 « Memphis (44-1987)
.;1 - Miami (Info)
1 = Rew Ybrk (Into) S
| - SEARCHED__
~ INDEXED____
~ SERIALIZED =
~ FILED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



S - niss PATTY LAHIRB Pinellas Co. so C&earvater,‘i
-x‘udvisod that DENNIS ALVIR nonr was arrested 3/30/67 on’

'"?Freqnest of Manatee County, Fla. No charge shown. She

gaid that HOLT, Pinellas Pounty 80’#54008 is described a8
‘a white male, horn - Clearwater, rla., 511", 160 1bs,,
‘brown hair, blue eyes, ruddy complexion, residence 3262 San |
Pedro, Clearwater. 8She said HOLT was. fingerprintod at the

© time and return was received from the Identification Division o
?a»k'of the ?BI 1ndicat1ng no prior record.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| Aﬂlx _
g,m:ne, !am
~ 00: mmonIs

o Re Nowphis -tmx to ul mttmul
oﬂtm um uum

o lttm tttttl nﬂn&t tho nx(muu
5 nn pn.lo' case and bed sheet loented in
T ;\._,Athm on 4/11/68 ceatained Thermo~seal luury; |
o tnpes, yellow in celor, contaianiag the code
" with the first three characters of the co«
R m 15 poiat type and the last tw chrutm
) i-&as 18 peint type.

ol e : hﬂ.u:: m«it:'tw th- g :::::atog.

R 'ﬂr " as made by four mml -uhuu, S
':hm, Florids oa 4/38/88. mnm eamim
2+ the serial numbere 31689, 31”3 31781, and

. 33148, and produce & five mantar ltnd -rt
- Ath the first three charactersieing a 15 pout tm
- and th mt m mmtm ll Mnt tm

‘3-Burean (hclt 4) (m
1-Nemphis (Infe) (44-1987)
-mma (xm) («-xuo)

.
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TP 157-3331

I N . The laherntory is rcqmt«l to wu the

mluﬁ samples of laundry tapes with the laundry

- meatiemed in referemced airtel to dwtarum it they
- unm:prodneﬁby thmucnno

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F‘D-fzb (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 4/27/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)
SAC PITTSBURGH

FROM: SAC TAMPA (157-3231)
MURKIN .

RE BUTEL ALL SACS APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST AND BUTEL TO
TAMPA APR TWENTYSIX LAST.

BUTEL TO TP ADVISED INFO CONTAINED IN MAIN FILE ON
KING THAT BY LETTER TO DIRECTOR, DEC. TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYTHREE,
TP OFFICE REPORTED THAT ONE RICHARD RUSSELL BALL ALLEGEDLY

STATED THE ATTORNEY GENL. AND KING "WOULD GET THEIRS" WITHIN
THIRTY DAYS. |
BALL INTERVIEWED DEC. SIXTEEN, SIXTYTHREE AND ADVISED HE
HAD BEEN SO DRUNK HE HAD NO RECOLLECTION HE HAD SAID ANYTHING
ABOUT ATTNY. GENL. OR KING, NEVER THREATENED ANYONE, DID NOT
OWN A GUN, AND ANY STATEMENT MADE WITHOUT INTENT. AT SUCH
TIME BALL WAS TRUCK DRIVER FOR COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE,
NINE ZERO FIVE E. LAFAYETTE, TAMPA.
NO COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE LISTED IN CURRENT
TAMPA CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES, NOR IS RICSEARDHEDSSELL

INDEXED
BALL. NO RECORD BALL TAMPA PD, NOR SO. SERIALIZED <

1 - TAMPA FILED
SJL:nh

o s
Approved: Zi,lé’l/

Speéial Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-76 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

(157-3231)
(PAGE TVO)

BALL, IN NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE, DESCRIBED WHITE, MALE,

BORN , ROCKPORT, W. VA., SIX FT. ONE IN.,

ONE SEVENTY FIVE LBS., MARRIED, WIFE AND CHILDREN RESIDED
FOUR EIGHT ZERO ONE FIRST AVE., PARKERSBURG, W. VA,, WHERE
THEY RESIDED PAST TWELVE YEARS.

PITTSBURG, AT PARKERSBURG, ASCERTAIN PRESENT LOCATION,
WHEREABOUTS BALL AND CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE
IF HE MAY BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOR AND THOROUGHLY

RESOLVE AS INSTRUCTED REBUTEL ALL SACS.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'FBI WASH DC

2145  PM URGENT 4-27-68 CNJ

70 DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND PITTSBURGH
FROM TAMPA (L57-3231) 2P

RE BUTEL ALL SACS APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST AND BUTEL TO
TAMPA APRIL TWENTYSIX LAST.

BUTEL TO TP ADVISED INFO CONTAINED IN MAIN FILES ON
KING THAT BY LETTER TO DIRECTOR DEC. TWENTYTHREE, SIXTHTHREE.
TP OFFICE REPORTED THAT ONE RICHARD RUSSELL BALL ALLEGEDLY
STATED THE ATTORNEY GENL. AND KING "WOULD GET THEIRS" wgrnxu
' THRITY DAYS.

BALL INTERVIEWED DEC. SIXTEEN, SIXTHTHREE AND ADVISED HE

HAD BEEN SO DRUNK HE HAD NO RECOLLECTION HE HAD SAID ANYTHING

ABOUT ATTNY. GENL. OR KING» NEVER THREATENED ANYONE, DID NOT
OWN A GUN» AND ANY STATEMENT MADE WITHOUT INTENT. AT SUCH
TIME BALL WAS TRUCK DRIVER FOR COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE.,
NINE ZERO FIVE E» LAFAYETTE, TAMPA.

NE COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE LISTED IN CURRENT
TAMPA CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES» NOR IS RICHARD RUSSELL

. BALLe NO RECORD BALL TAnPA PD» NOR SO.

4
(577) SEARCHED.

END PAGE eNE INDEXHDE -
P SERIALIZED @
| FILED

/55— >x3/- 3%/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

BALL» IN NINETUUO SIXTYTHREE», DESCRIBED WHITE»> MALE»

BORN | > ROCKPORT» We VAes SIX FT. ONE IN.,

ONE SEVENTY FIVE LBS.» MARRIED, WIFE AND CHILDREN RESIDED
FOUR EIGHT ZERO ONE FIRST AVEss PARKERSBURGs W. VA.» WHERE
THEY RESIDED PAST TWELVE YEARS-

PITTSBURGH, AT PARKERSBURG» ASCERTAIN PRESENT LOCATION
WHEREABOUTS BALL AND CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE
IF HE MAY BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOR AND THOROUGHLY
RESOLVE AS INSTRUCTED REBUTEL ALL SACS.
END

-

6FH

FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



N o |
FBI TAMPA | -
-

FBI PlTToBGH

R3x Phe 4/29/768 URGENT

FROM FPI1TISBURGH (44-5T78)

MURKINs CKs 00: MEMPRISS

RE TANMNPA 1EL BURBAU< FOUR T-ENTYSEVEN LAST.

SUSPECT RICHARD RUSSELL BALL>

INVESTIGALION PARKEKRSBURGs *eVAes FOUR T=ENIYSEVEN LASI<
DISCLOSED REbIﬁENCE LOCATED Al FOUK EIGH1 ZEKO ONk FIKST AVE>,
VACANT Al THIE 114E.

NO CURRENT RECOKD CITY AND TELEFHONE DIKECTORIES LOCATED
IDENTIFIABLE «I1iH RICHAKD KUSSELL BALL.

INVESTIGATION Al POST OFFICEs FAKKERSBUKGs, FOUX 1WhENIYNINE<
INSIANT, DISCLOSEL CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR BALL DATED AUGUST
FOURTEEN SIXTYFOURs GIVING NEw= ADDRESS OF THREE FOUn SI& ZERO
DOKREEN DRIVE, LAKELAND< FLA.

TAMPA Al LAKELAND< FLA+< ATTEMPT 10 LOCATE AND INTERVIEW
CBALL RE INFO SET OUT IN RETEL>

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. | ‘J/

AIR MAIL maﬁpﬁlb,}ﬁ

PENDING. r‘f#ﬁ

v}ﬁﬁ
END / e '
o épv |

DED .

FB1 TAMPA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



B FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) Q .

ot o e

FBI

| Date:  ¢/3 4 Vs
_~ Transmit the following in foﬁ 4 ;‘/ —}5/(,

(Type in plaintext or code)

S I R

: Via ‘f’éLé—rYPf. CREENT-

(Priority)
sAC
(4/¢~3”’é/,‘ MenPH s Cy¥-1987),
Bamywe Hart ( (-1 1%0) Heoostod

Kansas Cory (Y- 765)

fhar, s4C 14008 (($7-3231)

MoK
0).93 Fﬁ(,Lo-.,JS) N
Fampa ADVitED this Date€ HE
A SOJKC&[wLO_(‘f AEZ.»A’[L/'}‘-;/ 'S
Frap odt LA CHanwviEl (3 WAS FNAERESTHECD .
.ﬁﬂ#/’t@fﬁ/ Lo R Satbp ' EW  WHH A Persen Ho
: LE
Sames Eacl RAY Akry [ELLoWS S0 Seurce CallLED

(o usted  tEkas For ~ ‘;C/i.f,e&é Ross el )(ﬁoﬁfloyﬁbjefy%.el-£0(,/
| W hen = A e Euo )
+Ra\CER SALés.)I\DfD st et szswér('c,¢LC£D y ——
Sestie ko Lives ~ExT

< féé,‘é

£ WS /Mn/, w.ELA c//,r,,/n/e(, Yaad
dap BEkAS Codtneder By

owkwstsl, #S ¥o DESIR/NE Yo

cnS Py~
N EW/

gkokz),$u.ﬂt”o<5£oc}/ Besec e s
- Russ&—
Dook o YRalEw SaléS . SovRcé& 540 CEorbE s

* . . H~a S
CERVED H/imE [y MPSsovry S tate PR son ANO

‘e S JlC E
Kwow ' RAY som & ybaresS , FECLows AV ED

Ht‘S TtV S‘(T"f'("p: eV /Vd‘/‘ lh'/f‘(“',éég 7(519 gd’l"“ /vf-’el‘%ﬂ'pg
SEARCHED

C.B.S, pHlandtr mAy B iwvreres+E£0 - INDEXE) ————
Si}EIALIZED

XI5 4 it
N

Special A/gent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




LRV .
R CE T e
B
|
i
A] p
PR

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

LEC:vF+n AE D

Exte sy CALLED )t v font +£ L € PHoN E \ A
‘ 2
MT t4eg s +iree tHree F£/v £ 2£R0 AND (772

~ ALK e
fflLous asken Lussecl 1F He woulD ¥

C.B,S. NEwgEmapn Aoyt [(vele Dl £ o & (BY We

”"

Rossetd  saso HWedl Moo, " k
LLlspr+ D Russetl 1o 65;\@?‘7’74/5/4 Anicd—ptrs \NJ N 0

»

SERVED Him€ (LSS aRT SHAFE Poison JIST andl (1671,

- E+ 16 EC
1AM P4 © FFE'CE REc.ePS Sppw g’dﬂﬂfz, Ko
CalLEDp thAmla OFFICE oy EmBEL 19677 AVD MOVISED b HHER,

Fe(low S LA7D SoRcE

o ; ray BE
Géoree witlplang Ressepr. Liviwéd o (ﬁarl-aﬂ/ ' i
$t. Lot £ AV
Want g6 DBy ABEL. rECEtype Send BurEaC; OT -
foosShen MueEmBER 19 (L7 UNPER Ar S MAE

wArsHE D,
) L Low's povis£D ResséLl Aol
DuRéAd A~ . Lo AT JEFFengow “Tv"/{nojﬁf/yﬁo
WpnSas Coty  DEFERm/WE A RISEL

FimE itk RAY. xovnp\ MW
N rntervigE WS AessEcL AS

Foos e

?‘“5 h &F'-ELLowS‘ Do s WNot DESRE SevRC &

(@/ww.az_ Rec tteer ) BE fute Le D,

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA
405PM URGENT 4-26-68 BLY

TO DIRECTOR» MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM., HOUSTON» AND KANSAS CITY
FROM TAMPA (157-3231) op

MURKIN

BOB FELLOWS, NEWSMAN, WFLA CHANNEL THIRTEEN,
TAMPA ADVISED THIS DATE HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY
A SOURCE, WHOSE RELIABILITY IS UNKNOWN» AS TO DESIRING TO
FIND OUT IF CHANNEL THIRTEEN WAS INTERESTED IN PAYING
'MONEY FOR INTERVIEW WITH A PERSON yHO KNEW JAMES EARL
RAY> AKAs FELLOWS SAID SOURCE CALLED HOUSTON» TEXAS
FOR A GEOREE RUSSELL, REPORTELY EMPLOYED IN TRAILER
SALES. WHEN SOURCE DID NOT GET ANSWER, CALLED (FNU)
STORZ» SUPPOSEDLY SOURCE'S SISTERs WHO LIVES NEXT
POOR TO TRAILER SALES. SOURCE SAID GEORGE RUSSELL
SERVED TIME IN MISSOURI STATE PRISON AND HAS KNOWN
RAY SOME YEARS. FELLOWS ADVISED SOURCE HIS
TV STATION NOT INTERESTED BUT PERHAPS CBS ATLANTA
MAY BE INTERESTED. NDEXED

END PAGE ONE
FILED

SEARCHED

D=z
“

255 Il ”":f},ﬁs} FA9 /%47(

(8

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

85 Naskler. (KER) y SERIALIZE
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329

e Lt
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PAGE TWO
TP 157-3231

FELLOWS THEN RECONTACTED SOURCE WHO CALLED HOUSTON
TELEPHONE MI THREE THREE THREE FIVE ZERO AND REACHED
RUSSELL. FELLONS ASKED RUSSELL IF HE WOULD TALK
TO CBS NEWSMAN ABOUT KNONLEDGE OF RAY AND RUSSELL
~ SAID, "HELL NO." FELLOWS SAID SOURCE REPORTED RUSSELL
TO BE HER BROTHER WHO SERVED TIME IN MISSOURI STATE
PRISON NINETEEN FIFTYSEVEN UNTIL NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

| TAMPA OFFICE RECORDS SHOW JUAREZ ROETTGER CALLED
TAMPA OFFICE NOVEMBER NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN AND ADVI SED
BROTHER GEORGE WILLIAM RUSSELL. LIVING IN HOUSTON» MAYBE
WANTED BY FBI. TELETYPE SENT BUREAUS sx-vauIs AND
HOU STON NOVEMBER NINETEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN UNDER
HIS NAME AND BUREAU AND ST. LOUIS ADVISED RUSSELL NOT
wAnttn.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO DETERMINE
IF RUSSELL SERVED TIME WITH RAY.

HOUSTON INTERVIEW RUSSELL AS FORMER FELLOW PRISONER
OF RAY AS FELLOWS DOES NOT DESIRE SOURCE (JUAREZ ROETTGER)
BE INVOLVED.

END
6FH
FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




"UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

AC, T (L57-3231) paTe:  #/26/68

[
HPC

AL L. S¥M'TH

MURKIN,

I

(0N :ME)

SUBJECT:

At 7:50 P, this date, brs. Jil.xZZ RST000Y, 1713 Lagasta
5t., Tampa, telzphone 2&8-2742 telephonic-:.ly contacted tnls
office dﬂdcﬂdViSQd as follows

ROE V7GR advised tiwt she re.eived inforiati o frow: one
of her sisters in llouston, Texas tonight thet her brother,
CEORGE TTILI 01 UTBRTLL, (SPe Tampa reference &88-0-507) ax rested”
hy 1T, Ho ston, this date in counectin with cupti-ned matter
and acc ord]n to sister bised ou information furnished by
Roettgrr to FnI, Roettg~r reauested that this office attempt
to determine if bhorther in fact arrested and if possible to
advise hor of sae.

Above inforaxtl n discrssed with Suparvisor Balanger and |
5 Magy, acting for Supervisor # U4 this d te, and determined
Hous ton already advised re RUSIELL per Lnfor@ tinn received o

from Tampa televisbn newsian who rec-ived his Inormati-n from

Roettger.

inf ormatt

Submitted for

SEARCHED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI 1AMPA
1252FM URGLNL 4=-27-68 KOB

T0 DIRECIO<s MEMPHIS, SIndINGHAM, KANSAS CITY, AND 1ANFA

FrOM HOUSTON (44-1509)
MURKINS Cr

RE TAMPA IEL 10DAY
GEOKGE WILLIAM RUSSELL, SALESHAN, PAT LAFE MOBIL HOMESS
 THREE SEVEN ONE TWO TELEPHONE ROADs HUUSTONs INTERVIEWED
APRIL TWENIY SIX AND ALVISED JAMES EARL HAY UNANOWN [U HIM
BY NAME OR PHOTO. RUSSELL ®AS INWALL Al ¢0e STATE PEN DURING
PERIOD RAY wAS INCARCERAIED. KUSSELL KELEASED In SIKTY SIX
AND CAME 10 HOUSTON FROM 51.L0UIS o1& MONTHS AGUe RUSSELL
SERVEL IT1ME FOR BURGLAKY. RUSSELL e5TIsAIED FOUR FHOUSAND
FIVE HUNDKED INGATES &1 wlosOURI STATE Fhive NAME NEIL EGAK
AEBY NOT KNOWN 10 HIMe AEBY WAS INMATE FSIEND UF RAY AND
INTERVIEWED BY HOUS1ONs APRIL TWENIY FIVE, LASI.
END
JTK
FBI TAMPA

A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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" FD-36 {Fev. 5-22-64) ‘ ‘ ‘ ' .

L4

Transmit the following in PLAIN

FBI

Date: 4/27/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

e e v e e i e —— i — — o — —

(Priority)

: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, TAM \5EEZ:§E§5;>(p)
MURKIN, CR, 00: MEMPHIS.

RE BUTELEAPR TWENTYSIX LAST CONCERNING JOHN D. HAGAN.

TP TWO TWO ONE R, ON APR. TWENTY SIX LAST, STATED HE
RECALLED REMARK ATTRIBUTED TO HAGAN WHICH WAS MADE AUG. TWO,
SIXTYFIVE, AT MEETING OF FORMER FLORIDA PIONEER CLUB, AN
INDEPENDENT KLAN AT ORLANDO, FLA., TO EFFECT THAT UNKNOWN
MALE IN ALA. TO DO AWAY WITH KING IN FLA. OR WASHINGTON,D.C.
TWO TWO ONE R ALSO STATED HAGAN PROBABLY GOT THIS ALLEGED
INFO FROM LAWRENCE D. HARRELL, ELDERLY FORMER KLANSMAN WHO
IS NOW REPORTEDLY SENILE. TWO TWO ONE R UNABLE TO FURNISH
FURTHER DETAILS AND HAS NO REASON TO THINK HAGAN INVOLVED
IN ANY CONSPIRACY TO MURDER KING. -

1 - Atlanta (AM)

- Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
v’f>})Tampa (1 - 170-75A)

(1 - 170-69A)
(1 - 170-201A)
TCA ;:nh

| | SEARCHED
©F INDEXED

SERIALIZED 2
A N R

5.
Approved: \g//ﬁ/”rj/bﬂ{

l .
Special )(gent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 g‘xev. $5-22-64)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

(157-3231)
(PAGE TWO)

JOHN DAVIS HAGAN, BUFILE ONE FIVE SEVEN - ONE SIX
SEVEN SEVEN, INTERVIEWED IN SIXTYFIVE BY FBI, PHOTOGRAPHED
ABOUT SAME TIME, AND HAD HAD LITTLE KLAN ACTIVITY SINCE.
HAGAN AND WIFE ARE NOMINAL MEMBERS OF ORANGE COUNTY CITIZENS
COUNCIL, ALTHOUGH HAGAN HIMSELF SELDOM ATTENDS.

ON APR. TWENTYSEVEN, TP TWO TWO TWO R AND TP TWO EIGHT
FOUR R, WHO KNOW HAGAN, HAD NO INFO REGARDING ANY CONSPIRACY
ON HAGAN'S PART. |

THESE THREE TAMPA SOURCES STATE HAGAN HAS RESPONSIBLE
JOB WITH ORLANDO UTILITIES COMMISSION, ORLANDO, IS NOT

LIKED BY KLANSMEN BECAUSE OF HIS DOMINEERING WAYS, AND

THEY ALSO SAY HE IS A "LONER".

INFORMANTS SHOWN PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY, IO NO. FOUR
ONE EIGHT TWO, BUT UNABLE TO IDENTIFY HIM. |

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS AND ATLANTA.

Approved:

~ Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
5101  PM URGENT 4-27-68 CNJ
TO DIRECTOR (44-3886)

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURK IN

RE BUTEL APR TWENTYSIX LAST CONCERNING JOHN D. HAGAN.
TP TWO TWO ONE R» ON APR. TWENTY SIX LAST» STATED HE
RECALLED REMARK ATTRIBUTED TO HAGAN WHICH WAS MADE AUG. TWO»

SIXTYFIVE, AT MEETING OF FORMER FLORIDA PIONEER CLUB, AN a
INDEPENDENT KLAN AT ORLANDO» FLA«» TO EFFECT THAT UNKNOWN

MALE IN ALA. TO DO AWAY WITH KING IN FLA. OR WASHINGTON»> D. C¢

TWO TWO ONE R ALSO STATED HAGAN PROBABLY GOT THIS ALLEGED

INFO FROM LAWRENCE D. HARRELL. ELDERLY FORMER KLANSMAN WHO

IS NOW REPORTEDLY SENILE. TWO TWO ONE R UNABLE TO FURNISH

FURTHER DETAILS AND HAS NO REASON TO THINK HAGAN INVOLVED

IN ANY CONSPIRACY TO MURDER KING.

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED
INDEXED
SERIALIZED ‘22—

FILED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,&‘wﬁhst ™o “l.; '.b

~

JOHN DAVIS HAGAN, BUFILE ONE FIVE SEVEN - ONE SIX

SEVEN SEVEN, INTERVIEWED IN SIXTHFIVE BY FBI: PROTOGRAPRED
ABOUT SAME TIME, AND HAD HAD LITTLE KLAN ACTIV!TYSINCE.

HAGAN AND WIFE ARE NOMINAL MEMBERS OF ORANGE COUNTY CITIZENS

COUNCIL» ALTHOUGH HAGAN HIMSELF SELDOM ATTENDS.

ON APR. TWENTYSEVEN, TP TWO TWO TWO R AND TP TWO EIGHT

FOUR R» WHO KNOW HAGAN, HAD NO INFO REGARDING ANY CONSPIRACY

ON HAGAN'S PART. ,
THESE THREE TAMPA SOURCES STATE HAGAN HAS RESPONSIBLE

JOB WITH ORLANDO UTILITIES COMMISSION.,» ORLANDO, IS NOT

LIKED BY KLANSMAN BECAUSE OF H1S DOMINEERING WAYSs AND
THEY ALSO SAY HE IS A LONER™. |
INFORMANTS SHOWN PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY» 10 NO.

FOUR

ONE EIGHT TWO» BUT UNABLE TO IDENTIFY HIM.

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS AND ATLANTA.

END

6FH
FBI WASH DC
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FBI TAWMFA

FB1 WASH DC
445 P¥ URGENT 4/26/68 GFH
T0 1AMPA

FROM DIRLCIOR 44-38861 2P
- MURKIN
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE MAIN FILE ON KING:

BY LEITER 10 THE DIRECIOR, DRCLiBER TWENTY THrEE, NINETEEN SIA&ATY-

THREE> YOU REPORTED THAT ONE RICHARD RUSOSELL B#LL ALLERGEDLY STATED “

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND KING "WOULl GuT Tﬂélﬁé" WITHIN THIRTY

DAY5e HE REPORTEDLY APPEARED AT YOUR OFFICE AND bAID’HE MADE THESHE
\ L Y 6 -
STATEMENTYS WHILLE HE WAS DrRUNK (SRE YOur FILE SIa TwWwO - FOUR bIA TW0O) e
Con\el
Qv

ple b

FLORIDA PIONEER CLQB (DESCRIBEDL AL INDEFENDENT KLAN'GhOUP) CLAIMED

AN UNKNOWN MALE IN ALABAAA %éé ALLEGEDLY ArPOINIEDL TO bLO AWAY

WITH KING IN FLORIDA Ok WASHINGLIONs De Ces AT SOME UNKNOWN DATEo
ALTHOUGH SuBJECT RAY HAL BREN IDENTI?IhD A5 THE ASSAILANT, YOU

EiNU PAGE UNE
/5 o- 329/ 3>Y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SHCULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION 10 DRITLRAINE IF aNY OF THE ABOVE ®MlGdAl

BE IMPLICATED A5 A CONSPIRATOW.
AIRMAIL COPIES 10 MEMPHISe ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END
BLY
FBI TANPA

TUA
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(T}'pein plaintext or éodei)‘

" (Priority)

'SAC, NEWBRK (44-854)

' SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) (P)

MURKIN, CR. 00 MEMPHIS

RE NEWARK TEL APRIL TWENTY SIVEN INSTANT AND T
a;TEL APRIL TYENTY SEVEN 1) STANT,

RET
J IM CORBETT F

AUTOMDTIVE RENTALS INC. STATES TONY CREA,, AUTOMDTIVE
'[INc., PENNSAUKEN, N.J. WOULD HAVm COMPLETE INFO AND WIL'

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS.

1 - Tampa
1 - MEMPHIS
- JJG;jig
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FBI NEWARK

'FBI TAMPA
840 PM URGENT 4/27/68 ALS
TO NEWARK €44-854)

FROM TAMPA (157-3231) (P)

MURKIN, CR. 002 ME.

RE NEWARK TEL APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT AND TAMPA. TEL

APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT.

RE: NINETEEN SIXTY-FIVE PLYMOUTH STATION WAGON.

JIM CORBETT» FLEET SALES MANAGER, BILL CURRIE FORD, TAMPA,
ADVISED HAS NO RECOLLECTION AND UNABLE TO LOCATE ANY RECORD AS
TO DISPOSITION OF SIXTY FIVE PLYMOUTH OWNED BY AUTOMOTIVE
RENTALS, INCe STATES TONY CREA, AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS, INCes
PENNSAUKEN, NeJ. WOULD HAVE COMPLETE INFO AND WILL NEED
FOLLOWING DATA TO LOCATE THE RECORD: PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER
THREE SIX ZERO - TWO TWO ZERO FOUR ZERO A, COVERING PURCHASE OF
SIXTY EIGHT GALAXIE AND VEHICLE NUMBER THREE SIX ZERO - TWO
TWO ZERO FOUR ZERO AS NUMBER OF SIXTY FIVE PLYMOUTH.

AIRMAILL COPY TO MEMPHIS.
END B
JON
FBI NEWARK

TU CLR X
SEARCHED
INDEXED
SERIALIZED
FILED

——

/35>~ 323/—~ 325
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§§17“ NEWARK

1145

\
N

URGENT  4/27/68 PAC
10 1TAMFE ANV SAVANNAH

FrOM NEWARK (44-854) (P)

FMURKIN
RE SAVANNAH TEL TO JACKSONVILLEs APKIL IWENIY SIXs LASI
RE JACKSONVILLE AND NK 1ELS, AFNIL TWENTY SIAs LAST. .

FOR INFO [AWMPA, A NINEIEEN SIATY SEVEN Ok a1A1Y EIGHT

UEEESEE————

U o
——

BROWN FLYMOULH, STATION waON) BEARING FLA LICENOE THREE
\\__________,__.———-"‘—""""‘ — I D S S

X IVL SI&A FOUR IHnah ahnm BY MAN IN SAVANNAH, GRAes» AFNIL

RIS

'whmiY SIXs LAST, BEING DIVEN BY MAN DESCrIBED AS

-

uhbhﬁﬁLINb SUBJECT JAMED bBARL RaYe JACKSUNVILLE LEARNRD

LICENSE 1HREL B FIVE 5IA& FOUS (HAREL REGISIR&ED 10 HENRY

77§F’63,¢k4<;

ERWINs JRes» IN C/70 OF AUTOMOTIVE HRENITAL, INCes» OSEVEN FOWUis

Sl /2-Aémv~

ONE ONE MAPLE AVEes PENNSAUKENS Nedes» FUN CAR HAVING VIN

e i

IWw0 FIVE 1TwW0 160 SIA SEVEN SIX 2EnU kIGHLY.e TOLAY nRICHARD .

ya

Mk,

Téi{&h(équ 6L4Z£~‘
/67 J '

- - om— . .
L eme— . e —

— / L
fUTTERs SERVICE DEPARKIMENTs MGESes AULOMOIIVE RENTALSS L Lo f//

ENNSAUKENs, 5410 COMPANY RECORLS SHOW FLAe LICENSE THREE E
o o | | IS1 - 3233
IVE 51X FUOUSR [Hobk ON A& NINETEEN SIXTY FIVE FLYSOU llmmx
FILED: A
TwO DOOR SEDAN WITH VIKN SAME A> ABOVL. iHAT CAR FOR MhﬁLﬁgD O'HQPU
~7  FBl — TAMPA

END PAGE ONE | Gy i e ,égﬁzj
- , . R L A4
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PAGE TWO

LEASED BY AUIOKOIIVE [0 HENRY ﬁ. ERwINs, Jh» EMPLOYRDL BY
OAKITE PRODUCISs> INCes EnWIN RESIDE> THARLE LEKOVNINE BEN
AVDN‘D%o; [EMPLE TEKRACEs, FLA. IN DECEMbERs NINETEEN SIATY
SEVEN ERWIN RETURNED CAr 10 AUIONMOTIVE rENIALS IN EACHANGE
FOR A NINETEEN SIXTY RIGHT YELLOW FORDL w0 bOOr HAQD?OP
BEARING FALA. LICENSE [HREE Lk FOUK NINE SEVEN THKEE FOUK.

ON JANUARY EIGHT, NINZTERN STXATY EIGHT, INSTANT NINEIERN

SIXIY FIVE PLYMOUIH SOLD BY AUEOMUTIVE RENTAL> T0 C AND R

AUTO S5ALESs FOUR VHHEE ONBE SIA FLOKIDA AVEbes

e e e e

iAPA, FLA.

e s K —

s o e -

RUTTER UNABLE 10 FINBD RRCORD OF FLORIDA LICENSE (HREE ﬁ
FIVE SIX FOUK THHEE EVer BEING ON CAR OltHks THAN DosSChIBRD
NINETEEN SIALlY FIVE pPLYMOUTH SEDAN.

TAMPA AT TAMPA, FLAe» WILL DEIRRMINE AT C AND r
AUT0 SALES PRESENT OWNER OF INSTANT NINETEEN SIALY FIVE
PLYMOUTH. =kl FORIH LEAL T0 HAVE OwNbEr INTERVIEWED 10
DElEHﬁINE wWHU HAA> FLORIDA LICENSE IHnkE b FIVE SIK FQU&
THREL « iHEHEAFTERQ CONDUCT AFPROFKIATE INVESTIGATION

END PAQE w0
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R RIPRET S

PAGE THRER

ot by s i

IO DETERMINE IF Idls wAN Is IDENTICAL wWlTH SUBJECI

'™

ARMED ANb DANGEROUS «
END
CiJ
FBl TAMPA

X
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

" AIRTEL

(Priority)

: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC OKLAIOMA CITY (44-686) -P-

MURKIN
00 MEMPHIS

Re Tampa airtel to Director 4/16/68; in case entitled
"JOHN A, CIAMBLEE, RACIAL INFORMANT, 0O JACRSOV" the following
refercnces: Jackson airtel to Oklahoma City 3/23/65, Oklahoma
City airtel to Jackson 3/29/65; in case entitled "NHITE KNIGHTS OF
KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPT, RACIAL MATTER" the following referenc
Jackson airtel to Bureau 4/2/65, Oklahoma City airtel to Bureau.
4/8/65, Jackson airtel to Bureau 4/8/65, Jackson airtel to Bureau
4/22/65, Phoenix airtel to Jackson 4/27/65, and Oklahoma City
airtel to Bureau 5/17/65,

RE: DONALD.EUGEME.SP Ys  FBI # 716 18A
FORMER TOD TENZUR TRt
i

Enclosed herewith for the information pnurposes to
Jackson and Atlanta, is one copy of Tampa airtel to Director,
4/16/68, for background information,

Set forth hereafter is a recanitulation of investigatio
concerning DONALD EUGENE SPARKS (former Top Ten Fueitive) and
his allewedly being offered money by the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi
to murder Dr, MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR., in 1964, |

. Jackson Division by airtel to the Bureau 4/2/65 in
case "WHITE KNIGHTS OF XU KLUX XLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL MATTER"

Bureau
Atlanta (Info)(Enc, 1)

Birmingham : —>_ 2572, =32
Jackson (Infe) (Enc. 1) , /> 7 B.ZL?/ ;3 ;7

Memphis SEARCHE
ev Tampa (Info) (157-3231) SERIALIZE FILED L.
3 Oklahoma City (2-44-686) APR2719
(1-170-5) 7 FBl— TANFA

s

GWS :.JRI
(13)

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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0C 44-686

forwarded to the Bureau an original and 7 copies of a
letteriead memorandum showing information received from

JO'IN ARTHUR CHAMBLEE, a detective of the Jackson, Mississippi
Police Department, considered by Jackson a reliable indi-
vidual who 1is acquainted with members or former members of
the WKKKKOM, CHAMBLEE, in reporting this information that
was overheard as general trumor among Klansmen and he did not
know the source, was doubtful of its truthfulness,

The information in substance was that on 3/17/65,
CHAMBLEE advised that he had received unverified information
that in 1964, the original Knights of the KKK of Mississippi
had hired a "killer" from the State of Oklahoma to murder
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. when KING was in Jackson, Mississippi,
This "killer" was known as "TWO JUMPS'" and came to Jackson,
Mississipnpi to '"'case'" the layout and while in Jackson, stayed
at the Terrymore Motel, He was to use a high-powered rifle
with telescopic sights, This deal allecgedly fell through when
the Klansmen could not raise the $13,000 demanded by '"TWO JUMPS,"

CHAMBLEE also reported "TWO JUMPS" was allegedly
also the killer of a Bureau Top Ten fugitive later identified
as JOHN GIBSON DILLON "TWO JUMPS" allegedly killed DILLON
at the Flamingo Motel in Jackson, Mississippi and thereafter
transported the body to Oklahoma or Kansas where it was dumped
in an old well,

The Oklahoma City Division by airtel of 4/8/65
advised Bureau and Jackson Division that comnlete backoround
in the case involving Top Ten Fugitive JOHN GIBSON DILLON
did not substantiate that DILLON was killed in Mississinpi,
From facts available to Oklahoma City, it was doubtful in fact
if DILLON was killed in Mississipni.

The Jackson Division on 4/2/65 interviewed PCI CLENNIE
JOE BUCHANAN, described by Jackson as a notorious confidence
man and gambler who had at that time been under development
as an informant of the Jackson Division for some two months.,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




0C 44-686

BUCHANAN was asked if he knew an individual
named DONALD SPARKS or GENE SPARKS to which he promptlyv
replied, "Who, TWO JUMPS?" He was thereafter shown a -
photoqraph of DONALD EUGENE SPARKS, Tulsa, Oklahoma Police
Department Number 38224 dated Septﬂmber 7 1963, BUCHANAN
promptly identified this photograph of SPAR&S as being
identical to the person he has Kknown for many years as
"TWO JUMPS,'" BUCIHANAN went on to relate that SPARKS got
the nickname of "TWO JUMPS from his ability as a cowboy
and according to BUCHANAN, SPARKS was an excellent "broncho
buster'" and could ride almost any horse, BUCHANAN considered
SPARKS to bz an extremecly hard and tough individual who would
not hesitate to kill anyone, Extensive investigation was
conducted in several field offices to concretely identify
"TWO JUMPS'" and from the identification of PCI CLENNIE JOE
BUCHANAN, Jackson, Mississippil, it was felt that DONALD
EUGENE SAPRKS was identical to "TWO JUMPS.,"

Investigation by the Jackson Division at the :
Terrymore Motel in Jackson failed to disclose any registration
that could be identified as being that of SPARKS., In addition
to the above identification of SPARKS as "TWO JUMPS'", Phoenix
CI PX 737-C was interviewed at Phoenix on 1/26/65. Thls
informant advised he knew DONALD EUGENE SPARKS and was well
aware that SPARKS' nickname is "TWO JUMPS."

Based on this identification on 5/14/65, an
attempt was made to interview DONALD EUGENE SPARKS, Inmate
Number 71755, at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary, Following
his being advised of his rights, SPARKS stated at the outset
he would not furnish any information, He did deny being
contacted by anyone at any time to commit a murder and said he
did not kill anyone for money or any other reason, Ille denied
ever being hired by anyone in the South and specifically in
Mississippi to commit any murder, He denied knowing anyone
connected with the Ku Klux Klan,

SPARKS at this time stated he had never cooperated
with any police ficers and did not intend to start doing
so now. He said he had been contacted by numerous officers
and would appreciate it if police officers would not bother
him again since they wasted his time, as he was working in the
plumbing shop in the Penitentiary and could not be away from
his job., SPARKS terminated the interview by getting up and
leaving the room,

-3-
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OC 44-686

By airtel to the Bureau dated 5/17/65, in
case "WHITE KNIGHTS OF KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL
MATTER", the Bureau was advised of the attempted interview
with SPARKS. Additionally, 9 copies of an FD 302 dated
5/17/65, was furnished to the Jackson Division. This showed
the interview with SPARKS, At that time, it was the considered
opinion of Agents that had worked cases involving SPARKS,
his assoc1ates and Agents who handled the former case |
involving former Top Ten Fugitive JOUN GIBSON DILLON, that
information that SPARKS was hired to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
and that he did kill DILLON was not accurate nor truthful
information. It was pointed out that following DILLON's
murder there was a massive amount of rumor, speculation and
hearsay information circulated among the criminal element
concerning the death of DILLON, It was this hearsay information
that was probably being reported by Jackson's informant in all
honesty.

The Bureau's attention is directed to the fact that
HERMIT EUGENE WING, aka, ANTI-RACKETEERING, is the subject
of a current pending file, Oklahoma City 92-588, Bureau file
92-9329, He is an Oklahoma ex-convict, Burglar, Armed Robber,
who travels extensively throughout the United States, He was
last interviewed by Bureau Agents, 3/5/68, where he was living
at Bartlesville, Oklahoma, He was at that time employed at
Jeanie's Lounge 1in Bartlesville,

LEADS

ATLANTA, JACKSON AND TAMPA DIVISION (INFORMATION)
Information copies of this communication are

belng furnished to Divisions above in the event additional

inquiry appears necessary.

BIRMINGHAM DIVISION

At Fort Payne, Alabama

Al though DONALD EUGENE SPARKS is notorious for his
failure to cooperate with police officers, it is suggested an
attempt be made to interview him concerning his using the name
"TWO JUMPS'" and being offered money by the Ku Klux Klan of

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Mississippi in 1964 © murder Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
An attemnt should be made in the interview with SPARKS

to determine if he is at all familiar with JAMES EARL RAY,
present fugitive being sought for the murder of Dr, MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., and exhibit photograph of RAY to him,

JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND

DANGEROUS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. §-22464) : . , ‘

FBI ”
Date: 4/26/68

PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

TELETYDF | _ IMGENT
' : (Priority)

_—J_;-_—i_———-——-————.-.-.

FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2PP).
MURKIN. CR.
RE ATLANTA TEL DATED APRIL TWENTYFOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY
EIGHT; SPRINGFIFLD TELEPHONE CALL TO MIAMI APRIL TWENTYFIVF, NINEY
TEEN SIXTY EIGHT.
RE. PAUL ALVIN /AIL, JR., AXA,
‘FOR THE,INFORMATION OF THE ST. LOUIS DIVISION, ONE
 LEWIZ RAYMOND DWDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL, MARIETTA, GECEGIA,
ON ARMED ROBEERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS ACQUAINTED
WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE YEARS, ENDING
 SEPTEMBER TWENTYTEREE, NINETEEN SIXTY SIX, WHEN DOWDA RELFASED,
DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INJECTIONS AND WAS
ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION.  RAY USED AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA
STATED HAROLD SCHAEFFER, GUARD ON GATE AT THE PRISON, WAS FRIENDLY
WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWI
_CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF INCOME TO SUPPORT 4
THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPEHABIT AS WELL AS FIFTEEY
TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXDENDITURES. DOWDA CLAINMS THRER
| NEGRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER PROTESTING DEMIAL OF BLACK

1 - Spnmgfleld (44- 61)
(j}- Tampa (AM)

L /
¥ [‘ gy 1"af
y = PN ,‘" : '.

F }'Bl — T.&wll’*A

Approved:
- ~ Special Agent in Charge
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Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

S O S S

PAGE TWO,

MﬁSLIMS TO WORSHIP, CLAIMED RAY KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNOW WHO Dii

 DESCRIBED RAY AS RACIST WHO FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOUL
BE KILLED AND SAID RAY MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO FFFECT IF PRICE
WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY'S
CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO BANDLED
DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW NEIL
ABBEY'S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEFF COOK
AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DFAN RIGGER FROM
CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL -
LOCATED ABOVE SAN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFCRNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY
WOULD ONLY HAVE AN ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE.OF DOWDA'S FATHER,
CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA, FORMERLY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, . BUT
PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH CHANDLFR STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA,

_ DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWDA'S
RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA
PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIRTYFOUR BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST RALY
BEACH; CFLORIDA, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY
MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT, BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY. DOWDA HAS NO IDF4

WHY RAY WOULD GO TO ATLANTA.

/

Approved: e
' Specicl Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) .
5 - . . . L -

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE THREE.

A REVIEW OF SPRINGFIELD FILES RE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL
REFLECTED HIM AS SUBJECT OF NINETEEN SIXTY THREE UFAC CASE, OFFICE
OF ORIGIN ST. LOUIS, IN WHICH HE IS DESCRIEED AS FOLLOWS:
| PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR, AKA PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,,AKA
PAUL LAIL, JR., AKA PAUL ARTHUR CARTER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE
FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT HREE A, WHITE, MALE, AMERICAN, DATE OF BIRTH

, AT MARION, NORTH CAROLINA, SIX~ FOOT

EIVE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, RED EAIR, BLUE EYES,
NO UPPER TEETH, SCAR ON LEFT KNFE, OCCUPATION SIGN PAINTER,
ELECTRICIAN, TRUCK DRIVER, RADIO REPAIR MAN, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

ST. LOUIS REQUESTED TO REVIEW FILES RE LAIL AND FURNIS!
INFORMATION OF VALUE TO MIAMI DIVISION SO THAT SAIL MAY BE LOCATED
AND INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE SUBJECT.
‘THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH IDENT RECORD OF LAIL
FBI NUMBER SEVENAF1VE”FOUR DASH FOUR E;GHT THREE A TO INTERESTED
(OFFICES. | | .
P.
END.

Approved:
: Special Agent in Charge
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FBI TAMPA

Frl MIAMI
q48 P URGENI 4/26/60 LCO
10 ALL 5ACo RELAY HMESSAGL FLAN

FROM DIRECIOR Q4-36861 ir

MURKINe

'HE MAIN FILE ON KING HAS BEEN rEVIEWRD Al THE BUHEAU
AND LEADS AKE BEING SENT O%l CONCLRNINGAPEKbONS INVULVED IN
PRIOR THREATS AGAINST KING; THESE LEADS AS WELL Ab LEADS
CONCERNING ANY OTHER SUSFECTS DEVELUOPED FrOM ANY SOURCE

MUST B GItEN IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH HANULING ON A 10P PRIOKITY
BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEEN OBIAINED AGAINSI JAMES EAKL HAY\AND

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS5 CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND 10

- —y

2 S
-

ESTABLISH MOIIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE BEEN AND WILL BE

Lo om e 2L3AM

FURNISHED INFORMATION RELATING 10 OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATUOKS.

}\ THESE MUST ALL BE THOROUGHLY RESOLVGU NO #AIITER HOW REMOIE.

A

‘hé\ END

VAN

o v ALS
FBl TaMPA

SEARCHED _ INDDZ,
SERIALIZED 5 pyrof

APR28 1388

| FBI<TAMPA
—Zice |

Sttt et cSe S S

‘//24/63; Aiodﬁbmﬁyzb,

dan i A

-
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i 3 <UNITED STATES GOVEkNﬁuNT E
T Memomndum

SAC (157 3231) - .  pate: April 21, 1968

-SA Josenh J. Pieuer’

supjecT: MURKIN
SR

~ On 4/20/68 qu; Sophie M, btrause, 3726 Tangerine Zo.,
'iSt Petercsburg, Florida, telenhone 867-5711, whose husband.
onerates the M & S Roof*nq Co., 3522 Tanqerlne So., telephone
867 -5604, advised trat on 4/19/68 the Florida State thloyment
sent to them for a few hours work a man bamed RICHEL WHITE,
‘though on Pris card the name was shown as Richard White, Be-r |
cause of the temporary emplcyment she did not take any back-"
qround 1nf0rmat10n, nor get his Social Securlty Number. :

She described him as 40; 5° 10" 180; muscular bulld, | e
hlue eyes; brown hair; his ears were the same as the photograph .
and the p1cture of Galt on TV. B

‘She was not pos1t1ve in the 1dent1f1cat10n, but thought S
several items of his story was suspicious. He said that he had
been in St. Petersburg since January, but his complexion was ,
- white, After working in the sun for 3 1/2 hours he came in beet ~
red. When he reported for work he wore a white shirt and was
clean and neat. He said that he had just retired fppm Service,
and had worked as a file clerk. He had no military carriage.

The man waq soft qpoken, but had no partlcular southern
or rnral accent She does not rememherhis hair exactly

. When he came back in from the job, he cleaned up be_»,-~
fore he left. He worked for 3 hours for $1 50 an hour. .

, : He told the man w1th whom he worked that he was living atf' .
~ the Fairfax Hotel. He had not been abhle to get any steady em- BRI
- ployment since coming to St Pete. - |

ACTION :
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

T0  :SAC (157-3231) © parte: April 25, 1968
: SA Josepk J. Piener

suBJecT: MURK IN
CR

Re previous memo re suspect: RICUEL W ITE

On 4/22/68 James Connors, Florida rmployment Service,
1011 1st Ave. No., St. Peter-burg, Florida, advised that
Xichel White has registered with the FES and has been sent out
on several work assignments. He is frcm Mr, Airy, N.C.; a
veteran of 14 years in the Air Force. Ile has been a dishwasher
at the Tides Motel, Redington Beach, and 1ived there; but now
lives at Faarfax Hotel, 2832 4th St. No; SSNo .

o Cornors advised that White has no resemblance to subject
Galt, and though he .cannot place him definitely on 4-4-68 he
believes he was in St. Pete. He advisdd that White also worked
at the Vincy Hotel. o

Mrs. Mildred Papier, office manager, Viroy Hotel, St.
Petersburg, Fla. advised on 4/25/68 that Richel 0. "hite, Xoute
7, Box 118, Mt, Airy, N.C., mother Mrs. S. E. White, same add-
ress; dob ‘worked as a pastry server from 2/26/68 to
3/15/68. His SSN is . Address: Fairfax bLotel,

mile Fregeau, day clerk, Fairfax Hotel, 2832 4th St. No.,
advised on 4/25/68 that *“ictel White has continuously lived at
the hotel from the early part of **arch, 1968 to the nresent.

ACTION:

~ No further action as White was in St. Pete on pertinent
dates, | |
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TA*PA (157-3231) pate: 4/22/68

CA JOIN R. HIP-ARD

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
(00 :ME)

On 8f 4/19/68, Brigadier Warren Fulton, Salvation Army,
400 N. Ft. Harrison, Clearwater, ila. advised SA John
R. Hinpard as follows,; via telephone:

On 4/19/68, an indifidual, (FNU) KXRREXX O'BRIEN, entered
the Salvation Army office and requested aid in ob-
taining some sort of "nerve medicine". FULTUN stated
that his groun counld not get this medicine for O'BRILN,
because it was a type of drug which took a prescrintion
fopm a physician to obtain it.

FULTON advised O'BRIEN that he could get him in the

VA Posnital (Bay Pines) and in that manner, O'BRIEN
could get medication. O'BRIEN advised that he was,

in fact , a veteran and had an honorable discharge

from themlitary; however, O'RRIEN stated that Veter-
ans hospitals were "notring but a slaughter house",

as he had been @#n one at one time and they had removed
part of his spinal column, and that this is what caused
hi< nervousness.

FULTON S€TATED that 0''RIKN was extremely nervous and an-
neared to not want FULTON to call anyonec on the phone;
hg also, ~ulled at his ear in a nervouas gesture, FULTON
said that he offered to net xkE O'IRILN a bus ticket to
St. Petershirq, #la., as xk O0'"RIEN h=d advised that he
was going to stayv withr "friends" in St, Petershurg.
FILTON stated that after ma%¥'ng this offer, k& O'} ILN

abruntly left the office. . .
£7- 32 3) _333

FULTCN advised that O'BRIBN had been referred to his
office by the CIHURCH BY THE S#A on (Clearwater Beach, Fla,
FULTON said that about 1 hr. after O0'3BRIEN had left his
office he (FULTON) thought that O'BRIEN regembled—RE6
STARVO GALT, akd., and he called the GHURC et

2-Tampa
JRH P

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI

Date: 'y /26/68

Transmit the following in . L
(Type in plaintext or code) B .

ATRMATIL

(Priority)

TO: SAC, TAMPA
FROM: SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44-769)

RE: MURKIN

Re Buffalo airtel to Jacksonville 4/23/68,
re suspect driving vehicle containing Fla. License 4W-639100.

MVB, Tallahassee, Fla., reflects vehicle registered
JAMES PETERSON, 463 Eighth Ave., NE, St. Petersburg
Fla., for 1964 Ford.

Tampa ascertain if suspect identical with RAY.

Enclosed for information Tampa is one copy of
referenced communication.

- ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

«Z73Tampa (Enc. l)ﬁ”/
2-Jacksonville
TJIJW:bet N\ €

(%)

(57 ~323)
SEARCHED ..__....mnex%

SERIALIZED_Z3_FILED £
w27 1687

Approved: Kg

Special A¥ent in Charge
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AIBI&IL

mxsommm—ms)
i'm (157-3231) .

xa .u nzrtcl ta 'flﬁpn dntod 4/36/68 | S
" on 4/27/68 Wrs. EVELYN pxwm, Records and Iden~
.“tificltion Pivsion, 8t. Petersburg PD, 8t. Petersburg, !1!.,

' advised that she had no record concerning a JANES PEPRRSON B
"-ii‘.jat 463 ath Am’ N.E., 8t. Potmbura na. ERE

4/272586&: um; mnm Teliphonc epcmtw. . A

R ;Paln sm af 8t. Petersburg, 830 North mmro Drive, 8t. -

. Petersburg, Fla., made nuuablc Me records of Palm Shores

~ . Apartments which showed JAMES PEPEREON had resided with his

. wife at 463 8th Avenue, N. K., 7 nrsbnrg, ?h. 2or a
* J;ﬁ;'-.;por:lod ef eight rura.

- -~ Om ‘the same aata xr. rm um'mn Mniautntor.

T L Paln Sheru of St. Petersburg, advised that he was ptrsmny G
 aewusinted with JAMES PETERSON aid had known him during h:ls SR
R oixht yms mﬁmo at th.e Paln Shoru Apart-entm - -

AR | He Mcribod pnrmox as 'hitc ulc, 5'8" tan, : :

R 156#, apprmmtely 70 years old. WALTEMAR was shown a. pheto- FRSA

. graph of JANES EARL RAY and stated that there was no resemblaice . -
- between RAY and JAMES PETERSON. WALTEMAR further advised that

S _lt’ng?os hau ‘ne. ahildren or rolat:lvoa that shev any rencnblancc
~to RAY. .

. : AW Am mmms

2 = Jucksonv.tllc o

/m 343/ 335 %T '

! f 2 SEARCHED e
| ~ INDEXED_ . u,, Tt o
ER S'ERm“ZED-'-57-7_.‘
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FBI TAMPA
6:112eM URGENT 4-25-867KCu
TO  TAHPA (157-3231)
FROM NEWARK (44-854)
MURKIN, 00 tMEMPHI S«
RE TAMPA TELETYPE 10 NEWAKK FOUR 1wLNTY SEVEN LASL.
TUDAY, RICHARD KUTlkk, AUTOMOIIVE RENTALS, INCes
PENNSAUKENs NJ» SAID THAT COHFANY 'S KEGOKLS SHOW Je GORBEI
OF BILL CUKAIE FOrD AGENCY, TAMFA, FLOnIDA, SUBMITIED 10
AUTOMOTIVE A BID OF ONE IHOUSAND DOLLAES G BUY INSTANI
PLYMOUIH ON BEHALF OF C AND R AUTO SALLS, I[AMPA. AUIOMOIIVE
ACCEP fED THIS BID AND AUTOMOLIVE INVOICE NUMBER A JHREE ZEKO
ONE SIX TwO SHOWS INSTANT PLYMOULH SOLD BY AGTOMOIIVE 10
C AND R ON ONE EIGHT,» LAST. C AND x PAIL AUIOHOIIVE WITH A

L]

BANK DrAFT FOR ONE THUOUSAND DOLLAKS DhRAWN ON THE BROADWAY

NATIONAL BANK, TAMFPA. KRUTIER SAID THE TITLE NUMBE& FOR INSTANT

PLYMOUTH IS SEVEN TWQ FIVE NINE FIVE EIGHT 1wOe FOs INFO
180PA, RUTTER SAID RICE AND HOLMAN IS A PARENT COMPANY 10
AUTOMOTIVE, BUT RICE AND HOL4AN DO NOT HAVE RECOKDS OF ANY
SALES OF USED CARS BY AULOMOTIVE.

TAMPA RECONIACT C AND k AUI0 SALES 10 ASCEs1AIN 10 wHOM THEY
S0LD INSTANI PLYMOUTH.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

MAIL bUPIhb 10 aAUéNNaH AND NL&deboxJ

< /?
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