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FBI TAMPA

736PM URGENT 5/2/68 MJR

TO DIRECTOR €44-38861) AND JACKSONVILLE €44-769)

FROM TAMPA €157-3231)

MURKIN*

RE NEWARK TEL TO TAMPA AND SAVANNAH APRIL TWENTY SEVEN LAST#

AND NEWARK TEL TO TAMPA APRIL TWENTY NINE LAST

REt NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN OR NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT BROWN PLYMOUTH.

BEARING FLORIDA LICENSE THREE E FIVE SIX FOUR THREE SEEN

BY MAN IN SAVANNAH# GA*# APRIL TWENTYSIX LAST BEING DRIVEN

BY MAN DESCRIBED AS RESEMBLING JAMES EARL RAY*

AFTER EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY TAMPA OFFICE TO TRACE VEHICLE

ON MAY TWO INSTANT# MISS* ANN LIBERTY# SECRETARY AT JIMMY SPEARS

CENTRAL FLORIDA AUTO AUCTION# AKA* ORLANDO AUTO AUCTION# ORLANDO#

FLA*# ADVISED

TWO SIX SEVEN

EIGHT TO WADE

NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH# VIN P TWO FIVE TWO

SIX NAUGHT EIGHT WAS SOLD JANUARY SIXTEEN# SIXTY

PHILLIPS PHILLIPS BROTHERS* PALATKA* FLA* AUCTION

AT ORLANDO HAD NO

JACKSONVILLE

WHOM SOLD CAR AND

OWNER AND IF THIS

END

CJA

FBI

RECORD OF ANY FLORIDA LICENSE TAG ON VEHICLE

AT PALATKA DETERMINE FROM PHILLIPS BROTHERS TO

CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE

MAN IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY*

AIRMAIL COPIES TO BH# NK# ME AND SV

ARMED AND DANGEROUS*

JACKSVLE

TKS
3<M
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1959 1960 1960

Six
James Earl Ray, alias Erie Starve Gait, who is being 

sought in the killfog tf Dr. Martin Luther king Jr. at Mem- 
PBS April 4, is « man described as a loner. His physical 
appearance is subject to change, as these poUce and prison 

uftotos from 1954 t^m^t. The most current informatton

1966 1968

Faces Of Suspected Assassin
^™°" * descHPtl0" fa= Height 5 feet 10; weight 
163 to 174 pounds; brown hair; blue eyes. He has a small 
scar on his forehead and right palm. His left ear portrudes 
farther than his right ear does. White male about 40.
. : ^^S AP Wirephotos ,
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1802 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC, (157-3231) date: 4/27/68

FROM : SA ROBERT W. KNIGHT

subject: MURKIN

At 3:40 PM, this date, Mrs. THELMA DINGMAN, 1118
Sunset Point Rd., Clearwater, Fla., telephonically advised 
that she had a roomer that might be identical with R4Y. She 
said his name is EDMONDSON (FNU); that he is in his 40’s; 
slender; 110—120 lbs.; medium height; and drives a white car 
make unknown.

Supr. BELANGER advised at 4:30 PM, and he assigned 
SA RUTLAND to handle. SA RUTLAND was notified at 4:40 PM.

RWK:rwk 
(2)

FBI — TAMPA

INDEXED,
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KC 44-760
2

JAMES expressed an interest in buying it from BARBER and 
told her to pass this on to him, which she agreed to do. 
The prostitution date was filled in a motel in town, name 
unknown.

The following night, at the V.F.W., he, JAMES
EDDY and BARBER met. TAYLOR and BLACKWELL were present, 
as well as two other girls who worked at the "Red Rooster,” 
but this was their night off. He does not recall their 
names. This was the first time he had met JAMES and EDDY. 
The men went outside and BARBER gave them each a stick of 
marijuana which he had brought back from Panama. They all 
sat in JAMES’s white 1964-65 Lincoln Continental and smoked 
marijuana. The Lincoln had a Tennessee license plate 
beginning with the number 2, which designates Memphis. JAMES 
was always smoking big cigars and wore a large diamond ring. 
He understood JAMES has money in Mississippi and Tennessee. 
He owns land in Clarksdale, Mississippi, has a big car lot in 
Memphis and a night club. In the old days he was a bo.otlegger 
JAMES despises the Negro race and, particularly, any with 
Communist leanings. '

While in the car, JAMES told BARBER he understood
he had a .50-caliber machine gun and BARBER said he did. 
JAMES asked if he wanted to sell it and he said, "Yes.” 
Either JAMES or EDDIE asked where the machine gun was and 
how long it would take to get it. BARBER said three days 
because it was in Westwego, Louisiana, in care of a friend 
who ran a night club, The Canal Bank Inn. He never heard 
this man’s name. JAMES or EDDIE asked BARBER if he had any 
ammunition for it, and he said he had a whole belt. One of 
the men then offered him a thousand dollars for the machine gun

They all met again the next night at the largest
drive-in restaurant in Columbia, name unrecalled. JAMES or 
EDDIE asked him if he had ever used the machine gun before, 
and he said he used one while in military service. It was 
agreed that BILLINGS would take BARBER to Westwego, Louisiana, 
which is on the west bank of New Orleans, to get the machine 
gun. They were to meet JAMES and EDDIE on a certain unrecalled 
date in Columbia and collect $1,000. for the machine gun. The 
meet was to be at some unrecalled motel. BILLINGS stated he 
has trouble remembering things that happened this long ago.
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He drove BARBER to get the machine gun at the Canal
Bank Inn, and BARBER contacted some man outside of his 
presence who reportedly told him the weapon had not arrived. 
He and BARBER stayed in an apartment house at the rear of the. 
Canal Bank Inn for two days waiting for the weapon to arrive, 
but it never did. He became irritated with BARBER and then 
felt BARBER never had such a weapon. BILLINGS returned alone 
to Columbia, South Carolina, and he understood BARBER was going 
to his home in Fort Myers, Florida. BARBER’S parents reportedly 
lived in and operated a trailer park at Fort Myers. BILLINGS 
stated that at the time all this was going on he had and was 
driving a 1359 Chevrolet convertible, maroon in color, bearing 
a Maryland Temporary Tag. He bought the car under his true 
name from Luby’s Chevrolet in Baltimore, Maryland.

Upon his return to Columbia he met with JAMES and
EDDIE and informed them he did not get the weapon. He was told 
the plan was for him and BARBER to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING for 
$50,000. $5,000. was to be. in advance, with the remaining
$45,000. to be paid to them in Greenville, South Carolina. 
JAMES said KING had to be ’’wiped out” because J. EDGAR HOOVER 
had reported KING to be a confirmed Communist and the most 
notorious liar of our day. The killing was to take place 
along a scheduled march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, 
Alabama. The machine gun was 'to be placed in the back of a 
paneled truck and driven to a spot on the Selma-to-Montgomery 
route. When the front line of marchers, including Dr. KING, 
approached the spot, the rear doors of the truck would be 
opened and the marchers machine-gunned. The truck was to come 
from some other state and purchased legally in the name of a 
deceased person. They would then drive the paneled truck 
away from the line of march to a country road where a passenger 
car would be parked. The truck would be abandoned and then 
they would travel into Montgomery, Alabama, by a devious back­
roads route. They would then travel to Greenville, South 
Carolina, where they would meet JAMES and EDDIE. JAMES would 
tell them how to get to Sydney, Australia, via Mexico, on a 
freighter. •

JAMES has a friend who formerly lived in Mississippi
but now has a sheep ranch in Broken Bow, Australia. This man 
would help set them up in a bar or some other type of legitimate 
business. .
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When he told JAMES and EDDIE that BARBER could not
produce the machine gun., they said the plan had been dropped 
because MARTIN LUTHER KING announced he was not going to 
participate in the march.

He described JAMES as white male American, age MO
5 feet, 10 inches; 210 pounds; blue eyes; brown hair, graying 
on the sides. JAMES lives on a farm eight miles from Memphis 
in Mississippi.

EDDIE described as white male -American; 6 feet, 1 
inch; 180 pounds; brown hair; age 38, good dresser, residence 
Memphis, Tennessee.

BARBER described white male American, 22; 5 feet, 3
inches; 170 pounds; black hair; husky build, and good looking 
He believes BARBER a psychiatric case and believes this was 
the reason he was discharged from: the military.

He has seen JAMES and EDDIE since the above incident ;
however, he is not going to say more unless the Government 
dismisses an Interstate Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicle 
charge against him. He has two detainers against him, ano 
one is a State detainer. The federal detainer is from U. S. 
District Court, Montgomery, Alabama, and this detainer pre­
vents him from making parole. He is eligible for parole on 
his current 5-year sentence in September 1963. He might get 
a parole to a State detainer, but parole would not be 
favorably acted upon with a federal detainer on file. If this 
detainer were removed he would furnish the full names of JAMES 
and EDDIE and where they could be located , in addition to 
subsequent contacts he has had with these men. He was told 
that no promises of any kind could be made in this regard.

A photograph of JAMES EARLY RAY,. FBI ^30eM43A
taken at the Missouri Department of Corrections, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, on March 17. I96 0,, was shown to BILLINGS, 
and he stated that he does not know this individual either 
by name or- photograph.

BILLINGS admitted he was at the Medical Center for
psychiatric treatment. He has a writ in federal court under 
the provisions of Title 18, Section 2255, U. S. Code,
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1062 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, TAMPA(1157-323W (P) date: 5/10/68

FROM SA BARRY WILLIAM RYAN

subject: MURKIN

Rememo of Clerk AL SMITH dated 4/26/68

On 4/26/68, Mr. PHILLIP LEESE, 610 Key Rd., 
Titusville, Fla., was contacted re captioned matter and 
he furnished the following information:

He advised that on 4/22/68 he was traveling * 
south on U.S.Hw^ #1 in Titusville, Fla., and hitchhiking 
at the corner of Julia St. and U. S. #1 in Titusville 
as a W/M with bushy hair who seemed to have very similar 
characteristics to an individual whom he believed to be 
wanted. He stated that all that week he had this indi­
vidual on his mind and, on 4/26/68, he looked through 
some old newspapers and saw the photograph of JAMES RAY. 
He stated that he saw this individual hiking at approx­
imately 5:00 p.m., on 4/22/68. This individual fit the 
approximate description of RAY, aka Galt, had fresh 
clothing, an attache case, and a thin mustache.

LEESE advised that he is an amateur artist 
and that the newspaper photograph taken out of the paper 
was touched up by him and he believed the individual he 
saw hitchhiking was very similar to the touched-up 
photograph which he sketched from the newspaper. (This 
photograph has been entered in the 1A section of this 
file.)

LEESE advised that the individual he saw was 
a W/M, 5’8", 175-180 lbs., approximately 36, slightly 
round-shouldered; dark brown thick hair, moderately heavy 
sideburns; carrying an attache case, grey or blue, approx­
imately 3" thick* This individual was wearing a thin 
mustache and had a striking modern-type tie, yellow in
design. : 
mentioned

He advised that his touching up on the above­
photograph constituted the following:

Softened eye-tone (eyes too promi 
photograph in newspaper)

Tampa 
BWR:bb

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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lowered right eyelid slightly

added hair to sides (to make it fuller)

added thin mustache

The following individuals were contacted with
negative results in attempt to identify the 
whom LEESE saw in the vicinity of Julia and 
Titusville:

hitchhiker 
U.S.#1 in

JERRY F. TIERESE 
208 Julia St.

JOE SIMMONS 
Standard Shoe Repair 
210 Julia St.

ERNEST GILLIAM 
305 Julia St.

Mr. BOB HATMAKER, owner of United ] 
Car Lot, corner of Julia Street and U.S. #1 
was contacted regarding the above. HATMAKER

Repossessions 
in Titusville 
. as were the

other individuals, was shown a photograph, supra, furnished 
by LEESE, and advised that the individual looked very 
familiar to him. HATMAKER consulted with his employee, 
D. R. PHILLIPS, and PHILLIPS also viewed the photograph. 
After several minutes of discussion, it was definitely 
agreed that the individual in this photograph is a very 
good resemblance to an individual who hitchhikes from the 
same corner (Julia and U.S. #1) on at least one or two 
occasions every week. HATMAKER and PHILLIPS advised that 
this person is somewhat of a mental problem and is believed 
to have the first name, GEORGE (LNU). HATMAKER and PHILLIPS 
stated that this individual does have a pencil-thin mus­
tache, fits the general description above and, on two or 
three different occasions, came into the United Repossessions 
Car Lot and attempted to purchase a repossessed car. When 
this person9s credit was checked, it was determined he had 
extremely poor credit.

Neither HATMAKER nor PHILLIPS could remember 
this individual’s true name, but advised that he can be 
observed at this location once or twice a week around 
5:00 hitchhiking south on U.S. #1. HATMAKER presumed
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

April 20, 1968

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI’s ’’Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.”

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 
’’Ten Most Wanted Fugitives” list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 
widest possible dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to help effect his prompt 
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on , Ray
is approximately 5’10” tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.

Described as a 'Toner and ’’drifter, ” with a ’’rural” quality in his speech, Ray 
has worked as a baker, laborer and color matchero He has taken dancing lessons and 
completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous0 Report any information 
concerning him to the nearest FBI office.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-203 (Rev. 3-13-63)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1*62 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

3010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC

(137-1613)
DATE: 4/30/68

FROM

SUBJECT:

SA JOHN R. BRETT

TP 318-PC

Dates of Contact 4^25/68

Titles and File #s on which contacted

SHERMAN CHADWICK KAMINSKY 
MURKIN

Purpose and results of contact

NEGATIVE

furnished

PCI

166-206 
157-3231

Informant does not know anything about either 
the above fugitives. (Case Agents advised by RS)

Informant has been in New York on business but 
nothing of current interest IJ in the hoodlum field

He advised he has moved his boat over to the Tampa Yacht Club 
because of the lack of space at his docks right now.

I | Informant certified that he has 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact.

Rating
fair

Coverag •'SEARCHED INDEXED
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date—J1/27Z68

EFFIE SILVERS, Laundry Manager, Oak Park Cleaners, 
3210 East Broadway, Tampa, Florida, advised that the following
Thermo-Seal machines were used at the plant:

#1 serial 31689

#2 serial 31693

#3 serial 31781

#4 serial 32140

She stated that a review
January 1, 1967, failed to reflect 
numbers and letters 20R-3 has ever 
since that date.

of her records since 
that the sequence of
been used on yellow tape

Mrs. SILVERS made available sample 
by the four Thermo-Seal machines used at the

laundry tapes 
plant.

On 4/25/68 at Tampa, Fla. FHe, TP 157-3231 - 35'3

by SA DENNIS R. DICKSON:DRD/nh
Date dictated

4/26/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA '

749 PM URGENT 4/29/68 ALS

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)* BIRMINGHAM* HOUSTON* AND MAMPHIS 

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKIN* CH* 00: ME*

’ HE BIRMINGHAM TELETYPE FOUR TWLNTYEIGHT SIXTYEIGHT.

FOR INFORMATION HOUSTON KETEL AS FOLLOWS:

"DIM SPARKS* EMPLOYEE OF ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS* TEMPR- 

RAKlLY RESIDING AT TWO HUNDRED ELEVENTH STREET* ROBINWOOD* 

ALABAMA ADVISED ON APRIL TWENTY EIGHT* IKSANT* ONE CHARLES KAY 

JOHNSON* A CONCESSIONARIEMAN WITH HEART OF AMERICA SHOWS* FAIR­

GROUNDS* TAMPA* FLORIDA BEARS RESEMBLANCE TO SUBJECT JAMES EARL 

RAY. SPARKS ADVISED SAW JOHNSON AI TAMPA THREE DAY’S AGO. 

TAMPA ATTEMPT LOCATE CHARLES RAY JOHNSON TO DETERMINE IF 

IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT HAY.”

BEN ELLISON* SECRETARY* ROYAL AMEKI CAL SHOWS* FAIRGROUND 

ADVISED APRIL TWENTY NINE* INSTANT* NO HEART OF AMERICA SHOWS* 

TAMPA* NO CONCESSIONAIREMAN KNOWN NAMED CHARLES KAY JOHNSON* 

AND SUBJECT RAY PHOTOS EXHIBITED NEGATIVE.

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED, 
INDEXED 
SERIALIZED
FILED

'?- 3 23/- JJ y
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 COR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

subject:

SAC, TAI'PA (157-3231)

SA JAMES 13. HARLEY

MURKIN

date: 4/30/68

On this date I contacted Captain JAMES C. BROWN,
Identification Division, Orlando PD, and Lieutenant DICK OVER­
MAN, Identification Division, Orange County SO, regarding the 
above case.

Both stated that thair respective offices will immed­
iately compare JAMES EARL RAY's fingerprints with latent fingerprints 
on all unsolved crimes in their offices from 4/23/67 to date, and 
will immediately advise the writer in the event any positive in­
formation is developed.

9010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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