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TP 157~-3231

UNUSUAL FOR ANYONE IN THIS ROOMING HOUSE TO BE WEARING A
SUIT. DURING CONVERSATION, THIS INDIVIDUAL SAID HIS NAME
WAS JESS (LNU) AND THAT HE WAS FROM TENNESSEE. DURING

THIS CONVERSATION TWO BOYS» AGES TWELVE AND SEVENTEEN WHO
LIVE WITH MOTHER ON THIRD FLOOR OF HOTEL» WERE ALSO PRESENT.
CROWLEY WAS OF THE OPINION THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL ONLY HAD A
ROOM AT THE HOTEL. SHE DESCRIBED HIM AS A WHITE MALE,

TWENTY-EIGHT» FIVE FEET NINE INCHES TO FIVE FEET ELEVEN

INCHESs ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-FIVE LBSe WITH DARK BROWN HAIR.

SHE AND HUSBAND TRAVELED TO COCOA» FLA.» APPROXIMATELY
APRIL TWENTY-FIVE LAST AND SAW PICTURE OF JAMES EARL RAY ON
TV AND BOTH SHE AND HUSBAND FELT CERTAIN RAY AND PREVIOUSLY-
DESCRIBED INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL. STATED NEITHER SHE NOR
" HUSBAND KNEW TO WHOM THEY SHOULD REPORT THIS MATTER.

WHILE IN PINELLAS PARK POLICE STATION, TOLD LOCAL PD AND
CROWLEY INTERVIEWED THIS DATEs, BY BUAGENT AND WAS DISPLAYED
10 AND WANTED FLYER OF SUBJEGT. CROWLEY SAID SHE FELT

END PAGE TWO
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ALMOST CERTAIN THAT SUBJECT IDENTICAL TO INDIVIDUAL MENTIONED
ABOVE. IT WAS POINTED OUT TO CROWLEY THE DISCREPANCY IN
AGES, HOWEVER, SHE MAINTAINED HER OPINION THAT SUBJECT AND
INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL. IT IS NOTED CAROL CROWLEY APPEARED TO
BE AN EMOTIONALLY STABLE AND HONEST INDIVIDUAL.

MIAMI, AT WEST PALM BEACH» WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE
INVESTIGATION AT BUENA VISTA HOTEL TO LOCATE JESSE ABOVE
AND DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END
WPK

FBI WASH DC
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FB1 WASH DC

FBI TAMPA

825 PM URGENT 5/7/68 ALS

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861> AND BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)
FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKIN

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL TO BUREAU AND TAMPA MAY SIX LAST.

TP TWENTY-FOUR - C AND GUY GARDNER, SECRETARY-TREASURER AND
BUSINESS MANAGER,» ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, INC.»" TAMPA, FLA., ADVI SED
THAT THE SHOW HAS NOT ISSUED “PERSONNEL IDENTIFICATION™ CARDS
DURING PAST TWENTY-ONE YEARS DURING TIME THEY HAVE BEEN
ASSOCIATED WITH THE SHOW. DRAW RECEIPTS MADE AVAILABELE BY SPARKS
WERE NOT ISSUED BY ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWSe WITHDRAWAL FORMS USED BY
ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS BEAR THE COMPLETE NAME OF THE SHOW. GARDNER
RECALLED THAT DURING SHOWING IN JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI» OCTOBER
EIGHT THROUGH FIVTEEN LAST, IDENTIFICATION CARDS SIMILAR TO ONE
PRESENTED BY SPARKS, WERE OFFERED FOR SALE BY UNKNOWN COMPANY AT -
SITE OF SHOW» JACKSON» MISSISSIPPI.

‘ RUSSELL C. BREWER OPERATED OPERATED RIDE BATCAVE DURING
NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN. PRESENT ADDRESS NINE SIX THREE ZERO BURNSIDE

PORTLAND, OREGON. TAMPA FAIR HELD FEBRUARY SIX THROUGH SEVENTEEN
LAST.

END PAGE ONE
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" TED AND JOE WILLLAMS, OPERATORS OF COOKHOUSE, ROYAL AMERICAN
SHOWS, NOT AVAILABLE. WILL REJOIN ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS AT DAVENPORT:

IOWA» JUNE ONE NEXT.

LEADS TO INTERVIEW BREWER AND WILLIAMS BEING LEFT TO DISCRETION

OF BIRMINGHAM.
WITHDRAWAL FORMS AND MANIFEST CARD USED BY ROYAL AMERICAN
SHOWS BEING SUBMITTED AMSD, BIRMINGHAM.
ARMED AND DANGEROU Se
END |
CAB
FBI WASH DC
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FBI TAlFA

FBl BIgMGHAW

854 Pl URGENI 5-6-66 Gbw

[0 DInkCIOx AND LAMFA (157-3231)

FrOv BIaMINGHAN (44-1740) (F)
MURKINe Cre 003 MEAPHIS. ;

Kb fAMPA 1ELEIYPE 0 DIKeCIOR AND BIRMINGHAM INSTANT bLAlk.
CANMES Le SPARKS AND wIFEs LINUAs BEINIEaVIEWED IHI> DATL.
BULH sbITERATED INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHEL BIuilNGHAM .
JAMES SPARKS TUmrNED OVER 10 BUAGENIS ROYAL AMEKICAN
IDENTIFICAIION CAxD AND ReChIPis HE CLAIMS Ank DrAW RECEIFIS
ON HI5 SALAKY 152Ukl HIN BY AKOYAL AliBnICAN »HOWS.  SFARKD
CLAIMED 1L CARD 1sSush HIM DURING Nzﬁhraﬁw SIALYSEVEN FAlx
SEASON AT JACKSONs 6ilSSISSIFFI .
SPARKS >TALED HE KNUOWS Je Ce SILUMEYER C(SHONEIIC)
WHO HE CALIMS ObNo ROYAL AUERICAN 5HOWSe  SrARKS CLAIMEL
WORARD ON nIDE CALLED BATCAVE wlid bMrFLOYEE KNOWN 10 HIM AS
Ci005ke  SiAlED LAbL EMPLOYED BY RUYAL AEsICAN DUKING 1AHFA

FATK, tARCH AND APrILs, STAIYEIGHT, wibN HE AND WIFE wOnKkD

&G LND PAGE ONE

(57- 3235/ f05

SEARCHE NDEXED .

'SERIALIZE'}I%:.HLED éﬁ
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COUK SHACK FO& lED AND JOE wILLIAwSe. wIFE ChLalus JOLb wlLL

KEUEMBES HEr BLCAUSE THEY AAD AN ARGUMBNL AF Lix SHhk, LINUAS
. BUKNED HAND ON CUOFFRL UKNe
[ANPA WILL ASCERIAIN IF 1L CAKL AND FAY RECEIF]S
ARE THOSE I5SURD BY ROYAL AMkxICAN SHOWS CAmsL) .
SFARKD SiAtks HE 15 LEAVING BIRUINGHAN MAY SEVEN NEAT
BUL wILL BE AVAILABLE FOn INitkavIEw UNIIL iHAT DAIE IF
NECESSAKY »
Ar FURNISHED pibkorHI s
ARUED AND DANGEROUS.
END
ALS

Fol 1A0PA
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Vit (44=1854)

PAGE 1w0

USED. DEIROIE CONLUCL WECESSARY INVESTIGATION iU

’

ELIMINALE.

RESERVATION MADE EAL, AILANIA, AFnIL FIVeks ANU TICKn!

FURCHASED &TLANITA, ArRIL 514 FOR IRAVEL BY We Je wAL 10N,

MOBILE 10 AlLLANIA ON pal FLIGAT ola 4oit0 FUuUn F ON Arnll dwnbLviks
AILANTA 10 AUGUSTA UN Dielia FLIGHLI FOuUnr ONp Z2beaU A OUN Arnll TwiLve,

AUGUSTA 10 ATLANIA ON LELIA ONk 51a 4EsU NINE 1 ON AFkIL

J
FIFIEREN, AND AILANTIA 10 wUOsSILlk ON BAL SIA L0 ONE F ON AFRIL

FIFIEEN. MOBILE CONIACI wAs HOmb 1hLerHONLE tHnkl FOua LU

FIVE FIVE FOun TwU, BuLsIikdSy VAnkE FUOUR FOUR LbnU IwO RIGHUY

FIOBILE CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESIIGAIION 10 ELIMINA1L.

HESERVATION @ADL kAL, ATLANT&s ArnlL FIVEs AND TICKEL

NUMBER THREE NINE SIXA DASH SEVEN Unk LIGHT DASH NIk FlVie

SEVEN PURCHASED APRIL FIVE Al 1nAviL AFFILIATESs Iw0 1wW0 2in0
whoi Lth UAK, PASCAGUULA, wilodIbslerls, FUR isAVEL BY JAUR
WALION FROM MOBILE 10 AITLANIA ON bAL FLIGHI SIA SIA FOum Y
ON AFRIL FIvhks, AND AILANIA TU CHICAGU UN kAL FOUs THabk FOun
YN ON APﬁIL Slas anb CHICAQU TU oeaATILE O uUNILRED UNE FUUKR

THRERL Y Oiv APKIL olae  JAaCH50UN A1 pARCAGUOULLA CONDUCT NECESSANT

INVESTTIGATION 1U BLIMIN&LL.
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PAGE 1THREEL

AESERVAIION RECEIVED FEBe SEVENIELN SIATILIGHI, BY

EaL, ALLANTA, FnrOwm DRLIAS LANPA, FURr 1hAVEL OF Je WALIUON
FrROM ATLANTA TO fAMPA ON EAL FLIGRI 1w0 SEVEN THrEE Y ON

APRe TweLVE SIAIYEIGHTe RESERVATIUN CANCRLEU. NU TICKLI

LOCATEL. TAlPA CONDUCT NECESDARY INVESIIGATION Al DELIA

TO ELIMINALL.

DELIA MESSAGE ITDENIIFICATIUN NUMBEx WALD 40 plaHdl

SEVEN UNE 5IX SEVEN ZEsU Ok

RESEXKVATION HECRIVED BAL ATLANTA FHOW TwA Sle LOUlS,

DATE NOI SHOWNs FUR IRAVEL BY ONkE HEEsaN FrOM ATLANTA 10

STe LOUIS O BAL FLIGHI FIVE ONE £EnOs Arre 1EN SIAIYEIGHI.

FASOENGER GAVE AITLANIA CONTACT TELEFAONE NUsBEx FIVE 10

FIVE = w0 SEVEN SEVEN UNke NU TICKET LUCAILL, INDICALING

iwA TICKEL USEDs AILANTA CUNDUCI NECESSAKY INVESIIGALION
10 BLIMINATE.

RESERVATIUN RECEIVED EAL ATLANTA, MAne TWENTYNINL

SIATYRIGHL, FROM DELIA, SAVANNAH FUR ITnAVEL BY JOAN wILLARDL |

Frlm AITLANIA 10 wlaml UN mAL FLIGAT 160 SEVEN SEVEN Y UN /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR

APRe ELEVEN SIAIYRIGHLe DELIAs, SAVANNAH ab5S5AGE IDENTIFI-

CATIUN NUmBEn ONE BIGHI bEVEN NINE FUOUn £EnU ZEBO SIA.

SAVANNAR “lhooAGE NUFDhs

RESERVATION GUNFIaMeD BY UbLlAs

ONE EIGHI SEVEN NINE FOUR ZEnD ZERU 1A ON APLs ONL SIAITEIGHT.

PASSENGER CONTACTED kaL ATLANIA UN UNOSFBCIFIED DAlk AND GAvVe

ALLANTA.  ATLANTA AT DOWNIOWNER

CONIACT FPOIND DOWNIOQwNLRS

AND sAaVANNAR Al DELT& AITRLINES, CONDULCT INVESTIGATION LU

ELIMINATL.

RESEHVALTION MADE Al RBAL AlTLANTA VIA kAL CHALUI(E ON

AFite FIVE STAIYEIGHI FUR ixAVEL UF Jde Ce (Ui 16Ce) GALL

FrOM ATLANIA TO RICHMUND ON BITHER kAL FLIGHT SIA ONE SI&

OR UNIIED FLIGHT 51X FUUR ZLHU A ON APRe TN SIATYRIGHT. NO

TICnk i LOCATLD. CHARLUIILE CUNIACT ibLernUNE Glviiv A> TwU

SIa Flvi - EIGHI iw0 ONE ONEe KESELVATION UnlalnALLY #MAbLL

ITHROUGH IrAvEL AGENCY 514 ONE FIVE BY EdrLOYEE PAle. CHanlOIiL

NECESOARY INVESTIGATIUN AT ApUVE TBRLEPHONE 10 BLIGINATL.

CONDUCT

vilavil CGBIAINING OFF - LInE 1ICail INFORHALION nk ONE

ADDITIONAL PASSENGER.

SsUPPLEMENTAL TELEIYrE FOLLOWS RE iHIs

ON SUBJECT nAY AKEED AND DANGLsOUS.

GIAY NINE NEAT .

-~ END

MJr

FisI TAMFA

VUK
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VVERY YHICFK DA%K HA!R. MFQI!M LFNGTH: GOOD CUN FAN: PAID CASH FOR

/ CAR'RENTAL:'W4 WITH TVO OHTHER VFN QT ?IME QF CHECKOUTD AL SUMED

10 Bﬁ PQEPA?ING 10 TAKE FLIGHI ‘04T OF TAVPA-. CAR ENTED AT/ELFN€VFNV1;

J

iPlRT?FﬁU AF FIUE-FIUF*“IX?YFIGHT AT A1790R1 ACCORD!NG TQ RECDRDS.Z-,*

xuv:swst vHarosapnx OF wny.. RREHM sa:o wAbchNALu nsszmnus Qj”'

| &PHOTQGRAPH ON EXT”FFF RlGPi OF TFF 7HREE °POWR ON !ﬂﬂ NUMﬂEﬁ

r' -FOUR ONE F!GH1 THOs BUT DOFc NQI QEWE“RELE PHGTOGQAPH RAY TARFN

'T'Th0°$l?iYF!GPT n CLALIFO&N!A; STATES MADCDONALD LOOKED ycjnsrn

‘ THAN TH! PFOTKGTOGQAPH 10 BEST ov HF?\RECOLL201IOM.

\

lﬂVE*IIGAIION INTFQNAY!ONAL INN RFUEAL‘ hO GHFCKOUT OF ANYO&,‘

‘BY NAFF FAGDQNALD GN FIVF FIGPi*‘I?lYF’GHIO

P!TitquGP DEIERMINE IF ONE BONALD JANF" M@PDGNALD QFCIDE"

?HQEE FIVE THREE ONE FLFPIN? AVE s QITT*RJWGF AND hHF?FP or NO]

IDENTICAL RAYs . .

AxxﬁarL COPTES 10 HH- 44-1740 AND ME 441927

ANRMED AND DANGEROJS. - ' -
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PAGE TWO

VERY THICK DARK HAIR, MEDIUM LENGTH» GOOD SUN TAN, PAID CASH FOR
CAR RENTAL> WAS WITH TWO OTHER MEN AT TIME OF CHEO(CUT: ASSWMED
TO BE PREPARING TO TAKE FLIGHT OUT OF TAMPA. CAR RENTED AT ELEVEN
THIRTYFOUR AM FIVE-FIVE-SIXTYEiGHT AT AIRPORT ACCORDING TO RECORDS.
INVIEWING PHOTOGRPHS OF RAY», BREHM SAID MACDONALD RESEMBLES
PHOTOGRAPH ON EXTREME RIGHT OF THE THREE SHOWN ON I0 NUMBER
FOUR ONE EIGHT TwO»,» BUT DOES NOT RESEMBLE PHOTOGRAPH RAY TAKEN
TWO-SIXTYEIGHT IN CALIFORNIA, STATES MACDONALD LOOKED YOUNGER
THAN THIS PHOTOGRAPH TO BEST OF HER RECOLLECTION.
INVESTIGATION INTERNATIONAL INN REVEALS NO CHECKOUT OF ANYONE -
éY NAME MACDONALD ON FIVE-EIGHT-SIXTYEIGHT.
PITTSBURGH DETERMINE IF ONE DONALD JAMES MACDONALD RESIDES
THREE FIVE THREE ONE FLEMING AVE,» PITTSBURGH AND HHETER‘OR NOT

IDENTICAL RAY.

AIRMAIL COPIES TO BH- 44-1740 AND ME 44-1987

ARMED AND DANGEROU S.
END
LLD

FBI WASH DC

P 6= Wwko
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FBI WASH DC

FBI TAMPA
645 PM URGENT 5/21/68 ALS
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)s ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)
MURKIN |

RE: EASTERN AIRLINES (EAL) FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL
FIVE THROUGH TWELVE LAST.
{

MR CHARLES E. FOSTER» RESERVATIONS SUPERVISOR» DELTA AIRLINES
TAMPA, ADVISED ALL TAMPA DELTA AIRLINES RECORDS‘&AINTAiNED IN com-
PUTER, ATLANTA DELTA OFFICE» AND SEARCH FROM MAY NINE THROUGH
TWENTY-ONE LAST FAILED TO LOCATE ANY J. WALTON OR. RECORDS FOR
TRAVEL FROM ATLANTA TO TAMPA ON EAL FLIGHT rwo_savznwrangz yvouv;*,

" APRIL TWELVE LAST. NO RECORD LOCATED AND HE SA:D NOfHING FURTHER

‘,--. T A

CAN BE DON IN TAMPA. S .

N T N BN B ]

ATLANTA AT DELTA AIRLINESo CONTACT COMPUTER LIBRARIAN AND
CONDUCT INQUIRY AS TO WHAT FURTHER EFFORTS CAN BE MADE TO

ELIMINATE Je WALTON.
SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS-
END

. WPK

FBI WASH DC ‘ | ; ?//
z?as,,ﬂzufez22@$74i : ' 1 T

/{7, 323 9//3 H
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On 5/9/68, Mr. CARROLL S. PUILLIPS, J?., Assistant Vice
President, Lake Region Bank of Cownerce, Winter iiaven, Fla. ,
advised that he had Xknown JAMES O'CONNOR since 1957. He said
the man moved to Florida that year, hut he did not know where

he was from., He stated that O0'CONNCR has worked for WILMARI
SERVICH SYSTEH, and still does, on a papt time basis. e stated
that he believed he had been associated with that company, on
and off, for the past twenty years.

dr. PHILLYPS stated that C'CQINOR is currently warking
for Southern Adjusters Inc., 367 N. Orange Ave., Suite C,
Orlando, fla., telephone #241-4619, and does a little work
for Wilmark, on the side., ife saida that he was working for
Wilmark when he was in Winter Haven, for a time, but left thenm
because they wanted him to travel all over the country. file
stated that he was working for Associated Adjusters, Inc.,
Kakeland, Fla., owned by idr, PAUL BOWNING, prior to moving to
Winter Haven,

Mr, PTILLIPS was shown a Wanted ¥lyer on JAMRES EARL
RAY and he stated that he would see no resemblence hetween the
photogranh of the man identified as R4Y and JAMES 0'CONTOR,

fie said O'CONNOR's nose was not long and pointed as RAY'S was,
and furtiher, that RAY was too% tall. He said that 0'COYNOR is
orily abt:out 5'8" and a little on the nudgy side, weiphing about
185 pounds.

PHTLLIPS said that O'CONNOGR last resided at 314 N. Park
Ave., Apt. 5, Winter Park, Fla.; however, he understood that

he was planning to move to an anartment right across the street
from the Orange lemorial Hospital where his wife workd.,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176


















TP 157-3231

On 4/19/68, Mrs. SAMUEL NOAH, 507 Sunshine
Lane, Tarpon Springs, Fla., was contacted by SA
DENNIS R. DICKSON. She stated that CHET DORMAN arrived
at her house approximately 3:30 AM, 4/6/68, with her
brothers and had been previously employed for three
weeks with her brothers at Hollywood Beach Hotel,
Hollywood, Fla. She stated that DORMAN appeared
similar to the photograph of GALT, however, they
were not identical. She advised that she observed
a Selective Service Card of DORMAN which reflected his
name as CHET DORMAN. She further stated that DORMAN
advised that prior to his employment at the Hollywood
Beach Hotel, he had served 45 days in the Hollywood
Beach Jail on a narcotics charge. She described
DORMAN as a habitual liar and con man and attempted to
give her some stones which he described as emeralds
for his expenses while he resided with her. She stated

that upon observing these ''gems'" she noticed the word
Swank on the reverseside of one of these ''gems". She
stated that DORMAN was evicted from her house on
approxmately April 11, 1968.

In view of the fact that DORMAN's
whereabouts have been established during the
pertinent periods, no further investigation being
conducted re this individual.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





















SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Ty
e~

SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) DATE: 5/9/68

e,

RONALD P, MERRITT

MURKIN
CR
(00 :TP)

On 5/8/68, Mr. CLANTON C. BENNETT, 701 So.
Willow, telephone 253-3043, Tampa, Fla., telephonically
advised writer that he spoke with an Agent whose last
name began with an "H" on 5/7/68 concerning JAMES EARL
RAY, BENNETT advised that this agent was to contact
him on 5/8/68 at 8:00 a.m., inside the Blue Penguin.

Writer advised BENNETT that he would attempt
to determine to whom BENNETT had spoken and have this
Agent recontact him either by phone or in person,

BENNETT requested that if this agent contacts
him in person, that the Agent ask for "SOUP", BENNETT
advised that he could not be reached at home at the
number he furnished above until after 5:00 p.m.
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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