II. THE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION - -

A. Events Surrounding April '4,"1968 o

1. 'I'he Poor Pebple‘s Campaign

' Tovt.hde'rstand. the movements of Dr. King during ‘thi's
‘critivcal period, it is necessary to briefly diécuss tﬁe
Poor Peo_ple,"s Campalgn (POCAM) ,o%igina]iiy cﬁlled:thé )
Washington Spring Proj éct‘ in wh';'i.ci{he a;nd 'tﬁe SCLC were involved.
POCAM was scheduled to begin the firsf:' week of April 1968, .
and involved recruiting some 3,000 poor Lmerﬁploféd blacks
from 16 locé.lities in the United State_S'A".'ﬁJ-I: the purpose of
going to Wéshiﬁgtdn, D.C., and petitidnﬁ;g the gdvérrmént to-
-impro*\‘re their economic statu.é (HQ 157-8428-51). -

- The plan was to camp on the Washington Monument or-'
Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). During the first
and second weeks, demands would- be made of congressmen and |
heads of departments, such asw the Secretary of Labor. If the

demands were not met, nonviolent demonistrations were to be
conducted (HQ 157-8428-109). |

| Dr. King's planned travel schedule for February and
March included trips té 9 Imajor cities and visits to various |
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75)." By mid February Dr. King had |

become discouraged with the lack of progress in recruiting and
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.'r:raining dempnstrators mQ7157-8428-'206) | During this low
._pomt in the POCAM Dr. K:Lng was pursuaded to alter his plans
and to go to Memphis Tennessee,m support of a st:r:ike mvolv:_ng
the city' s sanitaticn workers

2. Memphis Sam.tation Worker's Strike

' On February 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation
workers employed by the city of Memphis called a wildeat
strike. The strikers wéré represented by Local 1733 of the
American Federation of State, County and Municipa].‘ -Emp]'.oyees

who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargaining

agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage improvements,
payroll deduction of union dues, and a pramotion system as well
as a pension, hospitalization and life insurance program.
(HQ 157-9146-X1). |

The NAACP intervened in the strike because all of
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A
militant young black power group known as the Invaders was
similarly interssted in the strike. The group consisted of
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts; and was a cell
of a larger group known as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed
by Charles L. Cabbage and Johmi B. Smith. The alleged purpose
of BOP was to stinuléte a sense of black identity, black.pride-

and black consciousness in young blacks.
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The strikers were also suppdrtéd by a group of black
m:ihisters, commected with the Memphis hﬁerderxouﬁnaﬁionai- |
| Minisceriai Allﬂiance‘; who adopted the name COME (Ccmm.!m.ty ‘on
the Nb\ie--for Equallty) . It was -ma'nbers' of this group that
were instrumentdl in bringing Dr. King to Memphis. On March 3,
1968, the Revererid James M. Lawson, Jr. ,_pa;stér of the |
Centendry Methodist C'l'ﬁ.irch,‘lMei'rphis, and member of COME, stated
on a television program (WHBQ-TV) that he wanted to bring
Dr. Kirig (and othet heads of civiil i’_i‘ghts orgaﬁ.zatims‘) ‘jt.o
Memphis in an effort to unify the .en,tire‘ black commmity
‘behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146-X23). . The
intervention of these various black commmity organizations.
caused the city‘- éf Memphis to be concerned about the raciai
overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence - *

(HQ 157-9146-X1).

Dr. King made his first visit to Memphis in support

of the strike on the night of March 18, 1968. On that occasion,
in addressing an estimated crowd of 9,000 o 12,000 people at

a rally sponsored by CQE at the Mason Temf:ie, he called for |

- a gehefal pfote‘st-‘day on March 22, 1968. All blacks wéré asked -
not to go to work or school on that day and were urged to
participaﬁg in a massive downtown march. Dr. KJ.ng and his

party stayed at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, on
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' the night of Maréh 18, 1968 and left Manphls shortly before
noon on March 19 1968 ostenSLbly to go to the State of
VM:LSS].SSlppl in connectlon mth the POCAM (HQ 157 9146-}(39)

The City of Memphis was virtually paralyzed by a
: 1‘6-in9h snowfall on March 22, 1968, resuiting ln the post-
ponement of the pianned mass march to March 28, 1968 Dr. King
'ret}_nnea to Memphis on the 28th, arrlv:tng atb the. aitpoft at
) approxﬁnwetely IO:22a.th. By that time approximately 5,000 to
é ,‘_006 people, about half of ‘whom were of school age,- had
_echgregated at the Clayborn Temple ‘('located at 280 Hernando St.)
for the_ start of themarch ' Accqrdjng to the plan oﬁ the march,
the ‘sanitation workers were in front with the remainder of the
people follow:mg behind. The march was to proceed north on
”Hernando to Beale Street _thence west on Beale Street to
Maln Street and north on Main Street to City Hall.

The march got;mderway_ at. approxi:nately 11:00a.m. and

had proceeded to Hernando and Beale before it was joined by

~ Dr. King. When the front of the march (led by Dr. King)
reachetl Main Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear
of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the Front
of the march) ripped the signs off.their poles and began
_breakmg store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed

and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. The
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d.'Lsruptlon of ‘the march caused Dr Klng s aldes to corrnandeer
"~ an automoblle and Dr. ng ‘and h:Ls party were escorted by
pollce to the ‘Rivermont Hotel operated by Hollday Irms of
»Amerlca (HQ 157- 9146-45) Dr K:Lng left the march at
11:15a.m. and checked mto the Rlvermont Hotel at ll 24a.m.
where he stayed until March 29, 1968. Dr King’ and his party
were scheduled to return to Atlanta on March 28, 1968, at |
9 05p.m. via Eastern Airlines and: were schedulerlto leave
" Atlanta the mornlng of March 29 1968 for Baltimore
HQ 157 9146 -45). 'Ihus remammg in Memphls on the nlght '.
of the 28th was a change in plans \ . )
The city ordered a 7..OOp.m. ‘curfew and approximately
3,500 members of the Téﬁeésee \Iat:.onalGuaId ;.dere"' called out
to end the violence. Durlng the disturbance four blaCkS were
‘xshot one fatally, approxn.mately 150 fires were set and over
.~ 300 persons were ‘arrested. Approxmately one percent of the
marchers engaged in looting and v1olence and many of these were _
people who were crnmlnally mclmed‘ and Who had been in prev10us ‘
‘trouble. The March 29, 1968, issue 6f the Memphis "Camercial |
| Appeal" reﬁdrtedthat many of the looters énd window breakers
‘were black power advocates’ and that’ sex}eral wore jackets of
the "Invaders". However, other s'au'r"a:’é‘s', mcludmg Lieutenant

E.H. Arkin of the Memphis Police’ Departiént, indicated that
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many high school age studc—:nts had put the word "Invaders on v

the:Lr Jackets for effect and were not necessarlly afflllated

mth the BOP movanent ('HQ 157 9146 45) 'Ihe v:.olence and

d1.sruptlon of the march was of great concern to Dr ng

b.cause of the possrble effect 1t m:Lght have on the planned

'POCAM Therefore 'he vowed to return to Memphis and

demanstrate that he had not 1ost hlS effectlveness in

1eadJ.nD norm.olmt marches. |

Dr. ng together m.th hlS SCLC staff ‘returned to

| Memphis on April 3, 1968, at 10:33a.m. After a press

conference at the airport,. the group proceeded to the Lorraine

_Fbtel arriving there at approximately 11:20a.m. At about
12: 05p m. Dr. King left the Iorrame Motel for a meet:.ng at
‘, the Centenary Methodlst Church (Securlty and Surveillance Rept.
of G. P 'I‘mes Inspector Memphis Pollce Department dated
July 17 1968). Dr. King ammounced at this meetn_ng that his
purpose in retmrnmg to Memphis was to lead a mass march on
April 8, 1968 (HQ 157- 9146-9 p.8).
However, on April 3, 1968 United States Dlstrlct
Oourt Judce Bailey Brown 1ssued a temporary restralmng order |
against further marches in Memphls (HQ 157-9146-9, p.1).
Dr. King returned to the Lorraine Motel at 2:25p.m. and sometime

that afternoon Federal Marshals served him and his aides with
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the rest*‘ainirg'order (Securlty and Survelllance Rept of

© G.P. Tines, Inspector Memphls Pollce Departznent dated
July 17, 1968) '

- At approxmately 4. OOp m. Dr. Klng and the SCLC staff
met with the BOP group at whlch tJne Cha:rles Cabbage requested
money to mstltute BOP plans to start a "leeratlon School"
and a '"Black Co—op Dr. KJ.ng agreed to use hlS :Lnfluence
to secure fimds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Yoang agreed to help
'wrlte up a plan. It is believed these cqncess:.—ons were mde_
to BOP in -order. to keep them in line 'and prevent them from '
folloving a violent pattem. ~(Q 157-9146-9, p.9)

. onthe night oprrJ.l 3, 1968, Dr. King spoke to

. approximately 2,000 persons at .the Mason Temple. He emphasized
5 that the sc‘heduled mass march rnust be held on Aprll' 8, 1968,

to re-focus attention on the eight-&eek old sanitation workers
strike, _ | _ | _

After the speech, -Solomon Jones, _Jr_.-, ser\n_ng as
Dr. King's chauffeur drove him back to the Lorraine Motel.

Dr. King told Jones to report back on ’Ihursday mommg
April 4, 1968, at 8: 30a .m. because he had to appear in court
in connection with a restrauu.ng order. (Merphis 44-1_987—2322
b.5L.) - o | |
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. 3. Dr. Ki,rng's Activities on Apr’il 4,.1968 -

' Accordmg to Mrs Georgla M Davz.s of I_oulsvﬂle
Kentucky (FBI interv:Lew HQ FJ.le 44 38861 2634 P- 20) she,
Rev A.D. Wllllams K.Lng (Dr K:mg s brother) and Mrs Lucie
Ward arrived in Ma'rphls on Aprll 4 1968 from Flor:Lda and
reglstered at the Iorrame Motel at approxnnately 1 OOa m.
Upon mqulrug about Dr 1(:1:ng they were-told that he was
artendmg a strategy meetlng at a chu:rch ‘The thiree then
went to the church but Dr K:Lng was not there -

Returmng to the motel, Dr. King's brother
Mrs. Dav13 and Mrs Ward conversed in room 207 until they
observed Dr. KJ.ng along Wlth Reverends Ralph Abernathy
and Bernard Lee, getting out of a tax1cab in the motel A

courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Dr. King was imwvited to room 207

.. where he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward

until about 5:00a.m. He‘*then went -to rocrﬁ 306 ﬁlere he 4and
Rev. Abernathy were reglstered About a half hour 1ater
Dr. K:Lng went to roqn 201 where he v:Ls:Lted w1th Mrs. Dav:Ls
' for approxmately one hour. Afterwards he retumed to room
306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m.

Solomon Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, ret:th'ned

to the lorraine Motel at aboot 8:30a.m. to take him to court.
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However, Rev.. Andrew Young advised Jones that he was geing to

. court instead -ﬁof‘Dr. King. :fIhetefc_)::_e Jones was requested
to remain at the motel. (HQ 44-38861-2322, p. 51).

Dr. ng renamed at the motel the - entlre day, .
returning to room 201 at about 1: "Op .m. to v:.su: Mrs. Daﬁs
He was later Jomed in room 201 by his brother,. Mrs Ward,
Abernatny, Ige, Younc,, end Attorney Chauncey Eskrldge.

The growp conversed wntil about 5.45p.m, when Dr. King
announced they were go:.ng to dmner at the home of _
Rev. Billy Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p. 23). ¥ Eroute to

" room 306 to dress, Dr. KJ.ng saw ,Solgmon rTor_xes, Jr. in the

- motel 'c‘ourtye.t.'d and told him to start the car as they were

preparing to go to dirmer (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52).

%/ There is a discrepancy in the exact timeé Dr. King returned
to room 305. Mrs. Davis places the time at 5:45p.m. However,

- in'an FBI interview, Rev. Abernathy stated that on April 4, -
1968, he and Dr. King did not leave the motel and spent most
of the day in room 306.. He further stated that he and Dr. King
had been gone from their room for approximately one hour or =
less when they returned to the room at about 5:30p.m. to get
grggsed Zg;' dirmer at the home of Rev Bllly Kyles (HQ 44—38861—
3 P :
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At approximately 6:00p.m. Dr. King and Rev. Abernathy

started to leave room 306. Rev Abernathy stopped for a
moment and Dr. ng walked out onto the balcony Just out51de
the door to the room (HQ 44- 38861 2322 p 46) "He saw Jcnes
standmg beside the car on the ground level and bégan a
conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. Kﬁng
" that he shouldlput-oh A'a tc-)p'coat'a.éilit was cool outside.

During this cor'-rv-ersation,» Dr. K:Lng s facing west and Jones
was facing east and 1ooking}txp 'at Dr. King from the ground

- level. As Dr. King éclqmledgéd Jones' concern ébout getting
his topcoat, Jones heard a sou.mdwluch he thought was a fire
cracker and Ir. King fell to the floor of the balcony in front
of room 306. Jones immediately célled for help an;d a mumber
of Dr. -Kir‘lg's éideé, who were either in their rooms or standing

in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). ¥/

*/ Some critics of the FBI mvest:.gatlon have speculated that
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King up for the assassination by
unduly detalnmg him on the balcony. Nothing in the evidence
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation.
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4. FBI Intelligence and local Police Activities

a. FBI Informants Robert G. Jensen, the Spec1al

. Agent in Charge of the Manp‘us Fleld OffJ.ce, and Joseph
Hester, case agent for MURKIN, have unequ.wocally assured
the task force that there was no electronlc surveillance of
Dr. K:Lng in Memphis. It was explalned that -Memphis was not in
the malnstream of Dr. KJ.ng s SC;DC aCthltleS (Interv:.ew
of Spec1al Agent Joe Hester, Ju‘ne 23, 1976 App.B) .
vHowever, FBI agents dld observe the san:LtatJ.on worker's
str.Lke act1v1t.1es for :Lntelllgence purposes and the Memphls
Pol:.ce Department (MPD) and confidential paJ.d lnfo.mants dld )
supply. information to the field‘ office (Intervlew of former
‘SAC Robert Jensen, Ju.ly 7, 1976, App B). |

Our investigation dlsclosed that there were fJ.ve pald
confldentlal J.nformants prov:.dlng :Lntelllgence regarding the .

racial situation to the Memphis Fl_eld Office on a continuing i

basis. The intelligence coverage pmvided by these individuals

related to the aCthltJ.eS of the ’\Iatlon of Islam, Black Students
_'Assoc:Latlon of MsUu, Students for a Democrath 8001ety, Black
Orgam.zmg Power, Black Unlted Front, Afro—Amerlcan Brother—

hood, Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is
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no evidence that the activitiee of these informants related .
directly to Dr King. Moreover, there is no ev:Ldence |
that would suggest that these 1nformants were connected in
any way W.Lth the assassmatlon of Dr. ng (HQ 134— L1867
170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.)

b. MPD Infiltration of the Invaders. In addition

to the pa1d FBI mformants an offlcer of the MPD infiltrated
the Invaders in an undercover operation. The offlcerl_ who was
later exposed and is no lcnger w:Lth the MPD, was mtervieved '
by ‘the task force. 'Ihe undercover assignment began m
February of 1968 for the specific purpose of mflltratmg
the Invaders who became active about the same t1me of the

' sam.tatlon workers strike. Accordlng to the offlcer the
MPD was prlmarlly lnterested in the Invaders ‘not Dr. K:.ng,
because the MPD was concerned about what they mlght do. 'Ihe
police officer was, in fact, accepted as a member of the
Invaders and participated in their activities. On the
evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr‘. K.ing was shot, the infcrmantl
.had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and
Reverend James Orange. The informant said he returned
to the Lorralne Motel at approx:mately 5: OOp m. and was
standlng in the motel courtyard at the time Dr Klng was

shot. He is pos:Ltlve that the shot that kllled Dr. Klng

_25..

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



‘came from the rear of the buildings which front on South

‘Mdin Street.

c. MPD Survelllance Detall and Removal of Detectlve

Redditt from Dut:y ol From the time of Dr. ng s retum

to Memphis on Apr:.l 3 11968, until the t1me of hls
assassmatlon, he was under phys:Lcal survelllance by the
‘MPD. Upon learning of Dr. KJ.ng s fllght schedule, Inspector
G. P Tines of the MPD Inspectlonal Bureau mstructed two
black plamclothes offlcers, Detectlve EdwardE Redditt -and
| Patrolmen Willie B Richmond, to go to the airpert to observe |
the arrival of Dr K:Lng and to keeo him under contirmous
survelllance in order to see with whom he came in contact.
According to Inspector Tmes, the survelllance was ordered
because Dr. ng was a 'controxlrersial figure and had met with
'local black . mllltants on his prlor visit to ‘1emphls While
at the airport a Mrs. Thomas Matthews pomted her flnger at
 Redditt and told him that she was going to get h:Lm (Report
of G.P. Tines, July 17 1968 Re Securlty and SLmze:Lllance

of Dr. King, App. B)

*/ 'The removal of Redd:Ltt from duty was c:.ted as one of the
bases for the House Select Committee to investigate the
assassination of Martin Luther K:Lng, Jr.
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'In addition to the sm:veillance de't.a'il-, Aéslstant ‘
Chiefv of Police W.P. Huston ordered a ~deta:'.l of four men,
corrmanded by Inspector Don H. Smith, to go to the alrport
for the purpose of prov1d1ng secur:.ty for Dr. K:m;r " While
waltmg for Dr. King to arrive, Mrs. 'Ihomas Matthews
advised Lieutenant George K. Dav1$ that she had come to the
a1rport to pick up Dr. K:Lno and that no one had a:ked for
police to be assigned to him. vInspector Smith also asked
Reverend James Lawson where they were gomg when they left
the airport and he replied:. 'We have not fully made up our
tm.nds " Nevertheless, when Dr. ng and his party left the
| airport, Inspector Smith and his men follcwed them to the
Lorraine Motel, arrlv:mg there at approxmately 11:20a.m.
| With the a531stance of Inspector J. S Gagllan and two other
officers, Inspector Smlth and his men secured the entrances
. to the motel. | |
Dr. King and h.'l.S party left the Iorralne Motel at

approximately 12: 05p .m. and were followed by the security
detail to the Centenary Methodist Church where a meetlng
was held. The detail secured the front and rear entrances
of the Church until approxnmately 2:15p.m. when Dr King and
his group returned to the motel. The security detall then
returned to the nlotel area and resumed their positions until

they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Macdonald
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. at approximately 5:05p.m. Inspector G.P. Tines stated in
his report that he was not conferred w:Lth and has no idea
why the secunty detail was removed from Dr King after
5:05p.m.. Former Chief Macdonald has no present recollection
of the security detail (Interview of James C. Macdonald,
former Chlef MPD, December 22, 1976, App B) The security
detail wa'slnot resumed on Aprll 4, 1968, " (-Reoorts of
Inspectors Don H. SmJ.th and J.S. Gagllano as :anorporated
in Report of Inspector G. P ‘Tines, supra. )
_ As a separate act1v1t'y fram the security detall

» Detect:Lve Redditt and Patrolman Richmond went to the airport
on April 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival. Wh_eh Dr. King
Jeft the airport they followed him to the Lorraine Motel
and learned that he was registered 1.n room 306. "Recl'ditt
telephoned headquarters and informed Inspector Tines where
Dr King was staying. At approximately 12:05p.m.. Redditt
and Richmond followed DrK:mg and his part;;,r to the
Clerxtenary Methodist Church ﬁere arclosed meeting of
approximately 30 black ministers was scheduled. Redditt
| again .called,headquarters and aclvised his Superiore of his
'location. Redditt was instructed to leave Richmond at the
church and for him to retumn to the area of the Lorrame

' Motel for the purpose of fmdmc a sultable place where
close surve:.llance could be kept on the motel. RJ.cl'mond
remained at the Centenary Methodist Church untll the
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ﬁxaeting was over at approximately 2:15p.m.. Richiond -then .
went to Clayborri Temple where he thought Dr. King would
address the sanitation workers prior-.to a scheduled 3:00p.m.
march. However, Dr. King did not make an appearance there.
Richmond telephoned headquarters at about 3:30p.m. and was
advised that Dr. Kihg had returned to the motel and that
Redditt had set up a surveillance post at Fire Station No. 2,
-loc':’ated at South Main and Butler streets. Richmond
immediately left Clayborn Temple and joined Redditt at the
. fire station. (interview of 'Patrolnéh W.B. Richmond,

Aéril' 9, 1968, MPD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray
p. 1454), | | |
 The rear of Fire Station No. 2 overlooks the Lorraine
Motel and provided an e{cellent'vvmtage po':'mt‘ where Redditt
‘and Richmond could observe Dr. ng and his associates as
they entered and left the motel. On April 3, 1968, Redditt
and Richmond remained at therr observation post until 6:35p .m." |
at which t:me they were relieved by Lieutenant E.H. Arkin |
and Lieutenant J.V. Papia ofv the MPD Internal Security Bureau. 4
(Statement ‘of Edward E. Reddltt April 10, 1968 MPD Statements
State vs. James Earl: Raj p. 1453).

After leaving their observation post, Redditt and

Richmond went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was
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scneduled to add.ress a mass meeting.- Shortly after they
arrlved at the temple Reddltt was approached by Reverend
| Malccmb D. Blackbm:n and told that the word was out that
he was over in the fire statlon near the I.on‘a:.ne Motel
spy:.ng_ with ,bmocular,s.‘ Reverend Blackbum also advlsed
Richmnd that the tanpie was the wrono placefor him
because the tens:.on was too high.  Fearing they ‘would be
exposed, Redditt and Richmond left the meetmg at approx:.matel v .
8:50p.m. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines.)

‘Redd_.itt and Riclmond resumed their surveillance
of the Lorraine Motel from Fire Station No. 2 on 'April 4,
1968, at 10:30a.m. .At ,approximatelﬁr 12:50p.m. R_edditt ,
received a threatening 'telephone, call from a female who
- stated that he was doing the black people wrong, and they
were going to do‘himbwron.g._ (Intmﬁ.ew of Edward E. Redditt,
April 10, 1968.) | | | .

At approx:.mately 4: OOp m. Redd:Ltt was ordered by |

- telephone to leave the fire station and report to headquarters
where he was adv:Lsed that threats had been made on his life.
He was, therefore, ordered to move hlS famlly 1n_to a motell
under ‘an assuﬁed name by Frank Holloman, former Director
of Police and Fire, Memphis, Temn. _(Ihterview of Frarnk
Holloman, September 15, 197'_6,. App..B.)v Redditt was _taken
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home in a squad car, but refused to move his familfy because
of a sick 'ijela-t.;ve. At about the. time .ché squad car arrive&
in front of .Rédditt's residence, it was anfmméed on the
‘radio that Dr .King had béen éf}ot. jAft'e.f a“coup,le of days,

| Redditt did mot hear any more about the 'thr;'eaf on his life.
(Interx}iew of E&wérd E. Redditt, July 8,vl'976, Ai)p. B.)

In our efforﬁs to ﬁraté the soﬁrce of the threat, we
have foundthat fhilip R. Maruel, an invest.igator‘with the
Senate Investigating Conﬁxittee, cha:.red by Senator McClellan
was in Memphis on April 4, 1968. While at the MPD Marmel
advised themv based on a telepho_ﬁé call to his office in
Washington, that the Senate Committee Staff had.'irrEon‘nation
from an informant in ﬁséissimi that 'the Mississippi
Free‘dcm.Democfatic Party had made jplans tb kill a ""Negfo

lieutenant" in Memphis. Mamel left Memphis on a.5:50p.m.
flight to Washington and the next day (April 5, 1968) he

telephoned the MPD and advised them that the threat wms on
the life of a.'Nega;o lieutenant" in Knoxvil]_.e rather than
Memphis. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 1\7, 1968,

Philip R. Marmel neither has a present recollection
of prov:Ldlng the i.rlfoimatiqn regai‘dixg ‘the threat to the MFD, |

nor does he have a memorandun of the event. However, he
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conf1_rmed that he was in Msnphls and v151ted the MPD at L
the t:.me stated and that h.'LS offlce dld have a MlSSlSSlppl.
source. Pbreover he sald the events sounded famllar and
he believed the MPD records were correct (Intervrew of
Phlllp R. Manuel September 28 1976 App B.)

Although Redditt was relleved frcm duty at Flre
Station No. 2 Rlcl'mond ranalned tnere and contmued to
'observe who entered and left the motel. At approx:mately
6:00p.m. Richmond saw Dr. ng leave hlS room and wal.k
to the handrall on the balcony The Reverend Bllly Kyles
was standmo off to Dr. ng s rlght An mstant 1ater
Richmond heard a loud sound similar to a shot and saw’ ‘
Dr. ing fall back from the handrail and put his hand wp
to his aad., At approximately 6:0lp.m. Richmond 'telephoned
headquarters‘ and reoorted that Dr. King had been shot
He was mstructed to remain at the fJ_re statlon Pq.cl'mond
then yelled to members of a MPD tactlcal squad (wh:Lch had .
stopped at the statlon a few moments earher)- that he
belleved Dr. King had been shot. He then ran to ‘the front
of the fire station and looked north and south on South Main
Street, but d:Ld not see anyone nmmng or walklng, except
the men in the tactical squad who left the fi.’re station

ruming in different directions. A'Shortly thereafter-,
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' Captain J. G Ray arrlved at the f:Lre station and :mtructed
.Richmond to go t:o headquarters and make a detalled report '
of what he had seen. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Rictmond,
April 9, 1968, supra.) -

d. . Detalls of 'Ibvo Black F:Lremen from F1re Station

No. 2.%/ As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E.
Newsgn were the only black firemen eséigned to Fire Station
No. 2..of the Memphis Fire beparfxrmt QD). - We]_.lec;e was
working the night shift on April 3rd and Newsum was scheduled
_to report for the day shift on April 4th. Both _pf t;l':ze_se._ |
‘individuals actively supporﬁed the sanitation workers strlke,
attending their rallies and making financial contrit?utiqns.

In our interview of Wallace (I:hterview July 8, 1976
App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the ﬁight
of April 3;d_his captain told him that a call had come in
requesting that a man be detailed to Fire Station No. 33.
He was i;rmediately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining '
and he was prepari.ng. to Igo to bed. Wallace further stated
that while Fire Station No. 33 was mfiersta_ffeci as a whole,
there was no shortage of persormel for the pump truck on which
he worked. Otherwise, he does not know why he was detailed.

*/ The details of the black firemen frorn Fire Station No. 2 is
a second reason cited as a basis for the House Select Committee
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Also, on the night of April 3rd Fireman Newsum, in

a vholly personal capabity attended a rally at the Mason

Temple where Dr. King made his last speech ~When he returned '

home (about 10: 30p m.) there was a message for him to call

‘Lt. J. Smith at the fire depart:r_lent. .When he called,

‘Lt. J. Smith ord’e‘red'him to }:epbrt to Firé Station No. 31

on the morning of April ‘4th rather than Fire Statién No. 2.

Newsum claims that Fire Station No. 31 wasjd‘.'rer.strength at

the time and his detail made his carpany short. Moreover,

he éays he never has received a satisfactory explanation

why he was detailed. However, he did say that Lt. Barmett

at one time told him he was detaiied at the request of the

police. (Intemew of Floyd E. Newstm, July 8 1976, |

App. B.) |
Interviews of past .and pres'ent‘ ﬁmembers of the MFD have

failed to disclose the individual who initiated the order or

the reason for deﬁaili.rlg"Walléce and Newsum. According to

former Lt. Jack Smith, he received a telephone call between

3:00p.m. and 5:00p.m. on April 3, 1968, from either Captain

James T, Baity or former Assistant Chief 'Arthur‘ J. Rivalto

in the per#amel department specifically requesting that
 Newsum be detailed. No reason was given for the detail.

Smith said he ixnneailately called Newsum, but Newsumn was'not
/- :
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fﬁne. ' ‘Therefore, Smith left a mesSaée féf Newsun to call
the fire station. Newsum called about 10: 30p m. and Smith
advised h:un of the detall (Intemew of Jack Sm:Lt] dated
Septanber 27, 1976) ‘
- Wallace's commanding officer, then Captain R.T.

Johmson, likewise stated that he received a teleﬁhone
call from someone in the personnel department requestmg
him to detail Wallace. However, Johnson has no present
recollection of’ who the individual was that made the
reduest (Interview of R.T. Johnson Deputy Chief, Memph:x_s
Fire Department, December 21, 1976, App B.)
| ~ Neither Captain Baity nor former Assistant Cfﬁ.ef
Rivalto has any present recollection of the detail of
Wallace or Newsun. Captain Baity indicated that any
dietrict chief could have ordered the men moved {Interview
of James T. Baity, September 27,. 1976, App. B). Also,
former Assistant Chief Rivalto said the fire department
shifted people around all the time when a campany became
understrength because of sickness, etc. (Interview of
Arthir J. Ri{reito,’Septernber 27, 1976, App. B).

~ Similarly, the former Chief of the MFD, Edward A.
Hamilton, has no recollection of the details. He speculated
that the men could have been detailed for a "fill in" to
bring a campany up to etrength (Interview of Edward A.
Hamiitdn, September 27, 1976, App. B).- » |
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The MFD Strenth Report—Firefightmg Personnel for
Shift‘ "A", Battalions One and E:Lght dated April 3, 1968
(attached to Reinterv1ew of James R. Boatwright October 20,
1976, App B) show that Wallace s Company No. 2 at Fire
Station No. 2 was operatmg at mmmm strength (five men)
| after he was detailed whereas Con'pany No 33 to which he
was detailed operated at one over the mJnimum‘ strength
(four men) after the detail. Likewise, 'the Strength Report
for Shift "'B" for Battalions One and Two, date.d April &4,

1968 (Also attached to the Boatwright interview of October 20,

vl976) show that Newsum's Company No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2

‘was operating at minimm strength (five men) ,after the detail,

but' Cbmpany 31 vto which he was .detailed operated at one over

the nuninm strength (four men) after the detail |
However, former Deputy Chief James O. Barnett stated

that the people on the security detail operating out of

the fire station probably felt better without Wallace and

Newsum around (Interv1ew of James 0 Barnett, September 27,

1976.) On the other hand, Assistant Chief James R. Boatwright

explained that they were having a very tense Situation at

- the t:me that a mmber of threatening calls had ‘been

received at Fire Station No. 2; and that the consensus of

opinion was that Wallace and \Iewsum were detailed for their

own protection, since they were the only black firemen assigned

to that station (Interview of James R. Boatwright, September 23,

1976).
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In mt-his connection MPD Patrolman W:'Lliﬁ'.é B. Rlchmnd

| and former Detective Edward E. ARed-cklitt;-‘ who éoﬁéucted the
surveillance of Dr. King and his associates from the fire
station, were ?e.co‘ntécted and spécificaily:a'sked whether

';they had te:questeci that Wallace and 'Néwsnm be deﬁaiiéd;
Both Richmond and Redditt denied that they made ‘.sgch a
:cequesﬁ or,.had knowl_e‘dée of .any~ one e.lzs_et in the police
department making such a request (Reinter\}ier;vs of Rickmond |
and Redditt, September 28; 1976, App. B).

ow investigation has not disclosed any evidence

that the detail of Wallace and Newsum was in any way
cornected with the assassination of Dr. King.- Howevéf, _
the circumstances surromnding the details strongly suggest
that both men were detailed because they suppo);'ted the
sanitation workers and wefe-considered to be - a threat to
the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from
the fire station by Patrolman Richmond and Detective Redditt.

" e. MPD Tactical Units- Their Deployment and

Activities on the Evening of April 4; 1968. When the sanitation

workers of Memphis began their strike: in February of 1968, the
MPD either organized or beefed up various tactical umits.
Generally, each of these units consisted of 12 law enforcement

officers fram the MPD and the Shelby County Sheriff's Department.

37"
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These units were organized for the purpose of avoiding riots
which other cities, such ‘;s D_et_:roit, had experienced- (Interview
of Frank Holloman, former Director of Fire éndl Police for the
City of‘ Memphis, September 15, 1976,_ App. B). Docuneﬁts
obtained from the State's Attorney General (Item 9 from MPD
Miscellaneous Records) show thaﬁ onthe evening of April 4,
1968, at the time Dr. King was shot, tﬁere were nme tactical

wnits in service at various locations as follows: -

Tact Unit No. Street locations
6 Thomas and North Parkway
8 . Jackson and Watkins
99  Chelsea and Watkins
10 Main and Butler
1 Georgia and Orleans -
12 Trigg and latham
13- - Bellevue and Eff.i‘eb
17 _ Unicn and Bellevue
18 = Fourth and Gayos
In addition to the tactical units, the documents
obtaﬁaed from the State's Attorneyv General show that tﬁere |
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4men~p‘er‘car) in |
thé genér‘al area of the lorraine Motel. "I‘nesé ‘cars were

at the following locations at the time Dr. King was shot:

-38-
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Car No. © Street I_bcati-dns

© 224 7 Maid and Beale .|
228 Third and Popla.r '
232 Fourth and Butler
230  Union and Front
236 Third and Bélz

245 - - Second and Gayoso |

27 " Crump ‘and Barton
365 . Larmar and Bellewvue .
367 ?oplarhand>Cleveland
369 " Linden and East
The map (Part of Item 9 from MPD Miscellar@ous
Records ‘see App. A, Ex. 1) shows that Tact Units 10 and 18
were within a radxus of one mile of thevcrlme scene (200
block of Milberry Street) at the 'time of the shooting; and
Tact Units 6, ll and 12 were w1th1n a radlus of two miles
of the scene. Tact Ihlts 7 14,15 and 16 were 1ocated out31de
" the boundaries of the nap and “are ot shown. Cars mmber
' 224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of one mile of
the scene and cars numbef 228 and 369 were within a fadius
of two miles However, cars numbex 236;365 and 367 were
| outside the boundaries of the map. |
Partlcular empha31s is given to Tact Unlt 10 and
the activities of its men, as this wnit was located at

Fire Station No. 2 (S. Main and Butler) at the time of the
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shoo ing. On the afternoon of Aprll 4, 1968 Tact Unit lO
consisting of three cars and 12 men stopped at Fire Station
No. 2 for a rest break at :approximat'el}-f 5:5'0p.r-.n.: The it
was camanded by Lt. Judson E. Ghormley of the Shelby County “
Sﬁeriff 's Department. The othet rne_mbers of the unit included
Deputies W.A. DuFour, W.J. _Berry;, Vernon Dollahite; R.N. Baker
landv Ronald Maley of the Asheriff’s department; and Patrolmen
Carroll Dunn, William Gross, Jason Morris, Barney XJright,
Emmett Douglass and Torrance Landers of the MFD.

- Interviews of the above named men indicate that when
the wnit arrived at the.‘fi.r'e station, the cars were parked
on the north side of the fire station entrance with the ];ead
car actually :obstructing the sidewalk. The second car was
pa(rked‘directly beh:Lnd the lead car and the third car was :
double»parked alongside these two cars. (MFD Statements,
State v. James Earl. Ray, DuFour p. 1449- ‘Berry p.1450; |

Ghormley pp.1451 and 1532; Dollahite Pp. 1455 and 1505
_Dunn p.1457; Gross P. 1460 Morris p. 1463 Wright p.1466;
- Baker p. 1468 Douglass P 1469 Landers p 1471 and Maley
p- 1480 )

Whlle Patr:o]man Douglass re:nalned wu:h the lead car

to monitor the radlo all of the other men went mto the fire
- station to take a. break When the shot was fired. that killed

Dr KJ.ng (at approx:mately 6: Olp m.), these men were at various
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.locatl.ons in the f:.re station dr:.nkmg coffee making telephone
calls etc Patrolman R:Lchnond w’no was marmmg the surveillance
post in the rear of the statlon yelled throughout the station
that Dr. King had been shot: 'I‘he manbers of the tact unit,

some of whom had heard the shot, all ran out the north side

of the fire station and then east toward the rear'of the “fire

station and the Iorraine Motel. (See diagram of crime scene,

App. A. Ex. 2).
' Patrolman Douglass who had remained in the lead car
to monitor the radio, heard the shot when it was flred " He
mmedlately got out of the car and ran towa_rd the rear of the
fire station m.th the: other men, After Patrolman Dout,lass
realized what had happened, he returned to the lead car, along
with Patrolman erght and radloed the d:Lspatcher that Dr. King
‘ .had been sbot Douglass and Wright then drove the lead car
south on S. Main to E. Butler, east on E. Bntler to’vMulberry
and north on Mulberry to the entrance of the lorraine Motel..
Douglass and Wright later drove the car, accourparxied by one
or two other unldentlfled offlcers north on Mleerry to
Huling, west on Hulmg to S. Maln and south on S§. Main to the

front of the bulldmgs located Just north of the fire station. %,

' */ ’I’here are conflicts in the statements of Douglass erght
and Ghormley: Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified
officers got in the car with him at the fire station and they drove
to the lorraine Motel. According to Wright's version, he and
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or two
other unidentified officers at the lorraine Motel. On the other

_hand, Ghormley claims he tinrmed around at the concrete wall at the
rear of the fire station and ran to the front of the station and
then north on S. Main Street.
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‘ The other men.in the tact wnit contimued. to the rear
of the fire station to a conerete retaining.wali“ahutting
"Mt.llberry Street. DuFou.r, Dollahite, Morris, Baker, Landers,
Maley and Dum climbed down the concrete wall and Tan across
Muilberry ‘Street to the Lorraine Motel. DJP"OU:’t and b'brris ran
up the stairs to the balcony where Dr Klng s body lay. |
The people there said the shot had come from a red brick
building north of the fire station on S. Main Street. While
 DuFour remained with Dr. King's body until the ambulance came,
Morris ran north on Mulberry to Huling and west on Hullng to
the north side of the buildings fac1ng S. Maln Street Another
offlter (probably Maley or Dunn) was already.at.that point,
ano.bbrris etopped there to assiet him in securing thatharea.

Baker ran to the Motel balcony where DuFour wae standing
" beside Dr. King's body. He then ran back to Milberry St. and
ran north for a distance-to an alley. Baker ran into the
alley 1ook1ng for anythlng susp1c1ous He noticed that
other nembers of the tact unit were securlng a bu11d1ng
(probably the bulldlng with its north end on Huling)..
Therefore, Baker went to the corner of Mulberry and E. Butler
and took up a position there. ‘

After Landers learned the direction the ehot came
from, he found a 55-gallon drum and climbed back W the

concrete retaining wall on Mulberry St. into the lot on
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which the building where the shot was :fired is located. Landers
observed that ‘the bathroom window was-partially opened and
he saw an elderly white male come u:p' to. the window énd “look out ,
He ordered him to get back fram the w:.ndow landers also saw
an elderly white female looking out a window directly south
- of the bathroom window.. He ordered hér to getawajr_ frorg the
window, Landers also checked the bushes on the lot for
evidence and checked the entire.area for footprints. After
'o;;her officers arriwved, -I.anders and énother MPD cfficer
.climbed onto the roof of a one story building whlchbacks
up to Mulberry St. -This building runs along the north side
of ‘the building whence the.shot was fired. Finding nothing
on the roof, they came down and started up an alley leading
- to a basmmt.~ About 10 feet up the alley they found two -
fresh footprints in the mud: Landers guarded these footprints
“until homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently,
a plaster case was made of each footprint., However, the
footprints were never positively identified by either the

MPD- or the FBI.

" Upon 1ea.rning where the shot was fired from, Dollahite

and Maley ran out of the motel courtyard, turned north on
Milberry to Huling and west on Huling toward S.. Main. Maley
stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the
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north end of the building. However'l Dollahite cohtﬁmed‘mmng
(w:Lth gun drawn) to S Ma:.n and turned south on S. Main.
Dollahlte noticed a rumber of patrons in Jim's Grlll at 418
S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain
seated and not to leave. Dollahite then stopped mnentarlly
at Canipe's Amusement Company -located “at 424 S, Main where
he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorway partially.
~-covering a blueé suitcase and a box contammg a rifle.: As he
contirued down S. Main a short distance mear a fenced-in .
parking area, Dollahite observed Lt. Ghormley and another
- officer coming north on S, Main. Dollahite turned around
‘at that point and walked back to Canipe's*store ahead of
Lt. Ghormley and then crossed the street for the purpose of
securing the front of the bulldmg After he took up his
position, Douglass and Wright drove up in the lead car.
Other offlcers who did not climb down the retaining
wall at the rear of the 4fire- station .and run to the motel

‘are Ghormley, Gross and Berry. After rumning to the

retaining wall and observing the people poi'nting to the
bulldmg on S. Main St., Berry came back to the fire station
entrance, jumped in a cruiser and drove north on S. Main to
the first interseetion at Huling where he stopped the car -

in the street and secured that area.

bl
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Gmrmley and Gross also reurmed to the . frornt of
‘ the fire station after first rumning to the retaining wall.
They both turned north on S. Main and ran toward Huling.
Ghormley stopped at Canipe's .&msanmt Co. where he observed
what'appea.tred to be a blanket partially coverirg a blue
suitcase and a Brownlng rifle box with about a foot of the
barrel of a rlfle exposed.
The apparent discrepancies in the statements of
Ghormley and Dollshite can be accounted for only by the
mass cdrxﬁlsin;rn vhich must have occurred immediately after
the shooting. However, it appeals that Dollahlte first |
observed the bundle while ruming south on S Mam with
his gumn drawn. But, he contirmed past Cam.pe s Arrmsemant
Campany and after he saw Ghormley and the other officer
coming north he u.tmed around and took up a position on the .
opposite side of the streét _from Canipe's.
. Guy H. Carxipé, the owner of Canipe's Amusement Co.,
informed Ghormley that a white male had just dropped the
bindle in front of his door a mimite or two earlier and had
run south on S. Main. Ghormley radioed fhis information to
headquérters and stood guard over the articles Shortly therg-
after, Canipe told Ghormley that a white Mistang automobile
had left the area at a high rate of speed after the ﬁmdle was
dropped. Ghormley also radioed this information to headquarters.
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Accordihg to the transcript of the MPb radio tapes
. (MPD James Earl Ray Supplanents, Att;oi'ney Ger_leral',s copy,
Supplement 79, p.l714) Tact Uhih 10 advised the dispatcher
that Dr. King had been shot at the Iorraine Motel at 6:03p.m.
By 6:06p.m., the dispatchér had ordered a.ciréie formed
- aroud the Iorraine Motel and the buildings west of the
| motei on S. Main. Moreover, patrol cars and other"Tact‘

* Units had begun to arrive on the:scene. At 6:07p.m. Tact
Unit 10 advised the dispatcher that the weapon was in front

" of 424 §. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main.

| At 6:08p.m. the subjeet was described as a well-dressed,young,
white“ﬁale. At,6:i0p.mu_the dispeteher*relayed_ihfbrnation ,
from Tact Uhit 10, that the shhject had left thé area in a
late model white Mgsteng.

The men in the:Tac':t Uhits and patrol cars kept the
aree‘sealed off, directed traffic and checked out suspicious- -
individuals Whlle detectives fran the Homicide Squad 1nvest1-
gated the scene. Inspector Vevelyn E. Zachary of the MD
Hom1c1de Squad” arrxved at the Lorraine Motel at approximately
6:15p.m., and by 6: 30p m. he had taken custody of the bundle
of articles found in the doorway of Canipe's Amusement.
>AZaChary'tUrned the bundle, e#cept for a tee shirt and pair
of Shorts over t.;o the FBI at about 9:30 er l-O-OOp m. The
tee shlrt and shorts were also turned over to the FBI after
the laundry marks were checked with local laundrles (Inter\n.ew
of fbrme; Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, September 15, 1976,

App. B).
~46-
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B. ’Ihe FBI -Investigation 'Of 'Ihe Aasassination

- 1. The Department of Justice Response and FBI
Pertformance

-a. The Murder. At appromnately 6 OO p.m. on
Apnl 4 1968 Dr. "'Iartln Luther Klng Jr , was standmg
on the balcony outside of his room at the Iorrab‘le Motel
" in Menphis, Tennessee M:ments later, Dr KJ_ng was shot .
oy a high power rifle and then rushed to St. Joseph s
| Hospital. At 7:05 p.rn. he was pronounced dead. The. |

" cause of death was a bnllet wound which tore the major

neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the _

" root of the neck (Manphls 44-1987 Sub sec. 1-13, and see

autopsy report App. A, Ex. 3). , 4
b. Top Pnorlty Investlgatlon Ordered -’Ihe MempHis ‘

Pol:.ce Department was Jmned:.ately aware of the King assault
 and promptly notified the FBI Memphls Field Office headed by
SAC Robert G. Jensen. SAC Jensen telephonically relayed the
information to Washington where Director Hoover ‘_and“'Attorney
General Clark were informed. The Memphis Field Offiee was
direct'e.d' on the evening of Apnl 4, 1968 to 'J'.rrmediatejly conduct
a full investigation of the matter as a poss:Lble vn.olatlon
of 18 U.s.C. 241 the civil nghts consplracy stat:ute (HQ 44-
38861—109)
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This directive soon became national in scope with
SAC s in all FBI Fleld Offlces bemg ordered by teletype
on April 7, 1968, to participate -and conduct a top pr:.onty
mvestlgatlon under their personal superv131on .This meant
: -all leads were to be a.fforded immediate, thorough and "
mgmtlve attentlon and all pOSSlbllltles from such leads
_exhausted Also 24 hours was set as the perlod after receipt
of a lead w1thln wh:Lch the uNest:LgatJ.on and reportmg must
be ccmpleted - All SAC's were to bear personal responsibility
,. for any fa:Llure to handle the uwestlgatlon (HQ 44—38861—153)

c. Progress of the Investlgatlon The breadth of
' this top prlonty mvestlgatlon 1s repeatedly ev:Ldenr-ed in
the Murkin flles. All informant sources - rac:.al security
and criminal - were mmedlately alerted and contacted for
information. »"‘m_e' KKK and other hate groups as well as
J'ndiﬁdlmls knovn to have violent oroclj.\rj.ties were checked.

The fiies were checked for prior threats against Martin Luther

o King, Jr. (HQ-M—38861—2649)“ ‘Neme checks were contirmously

beJ.n,g made on Selectlve Service records clty and telephone

dlrectones ~drivers llcense bu:reaus motor vehicle divisions,

fmanclal institutions, credit records, cn.mmal and civil .

records mamage llcenses publlc utlllt:y rolls unions, .

common carrier passenger lists and more (e g. HQ 44—38861 233).
(1) Bessie Brewer's Rooming House.. Key :Lnfo_rmatlon

was" developed early at Bessie Brewer's Roaning House whence
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~ the shot was f:Lred Bessie Brewer, Charles A. ‘Stephens

and W:Llllam C. Ancl'mtz were mterva.ewed and a phys:Lcal
descrlptlon of a suspect was obtained.

‘Bessz.e Brewer, resident mnager of‘ the roaming house,

-- explained that a "John Willard" registered with her Aptil 4,

- between 300 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. He was first directed to
Room 8, But'rejected it because it had a stove and refrig-
erator.‘ Instead, he asked for'a sleeping room only and
_accepted'Room 5-B in th,e rear of the hostelry.v This room
provided a window with a v:.ew of Dr. King's room at the
Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewer described the new teoant as
a white male approx:.mately 35 years of age 5' ll" to 6' tall
weighing 180 pounds with a medium bm.ld and presentlng a neat
clean appearance (Manphls 44—1987 Sub Sec. 1-15)

Stephens, who was in his room on the afternoon of

April 4, rerranbers hearing footsteps between Room S—B
and the bathroom. He also remezrbers the bathroom bemo
occupied for coneldereble pe;:lods of time - 20 to 30 mmutes -
without water nmm.ng or the toilet being flushed except for '
the last visit. Thls last visit ended when he heard what
he is certain was a gun shot Intermpted by the shot,
Stephens opened hlS door to the hallway to see a man nurming
down the hallway canymg a 1arge wrapped bundle_. As this
mem ran down the hall in the direction of Anchutz, Stephens
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_ recalls bellevn.ng that he had seen th:Ls person earller
that afternoon with Mrs Brewer Stephms descr:.bed him
as a vfnlte male of average bu:.ld in h:l.s 30's, 5 lO" to 11"
s tall welghmg 165 pounds and wearmg a dark suit presentmg
. amneat clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1) .
Like Stepha'ls Anchutz was a resideht cf the rooming .
_house and in h:Ls room at the time of the shootlng Also
like Stephens Anchutz occupied a room ad_] acent to "John
Willard." He recalls wat:chmg telev:.smn in hJ.s roam that
fternoon when he heard a gun shot. Irmledlately, he went
to the door and as he opened it saw a man running toward him.
This man covered his faf'e as he ran and carr:Led a blanket
\wrapped bundle Andmtz add:ressed the man, saying: "I
thought I heard a shot " Ihe man respondedl. '"Yeh, it was a
.sho_t.'f Anchutz described the man as 6' tall with a slim
build and in his 30's (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).
(2) Canipe Amusement Canpanz 'I‘he Can:Lpe Arrmsement

_ Gompany is located at 424 South Ma_m Street and is just a

vshort distance from Be_s,SLe Brewer's Rooming House at 422%
South Main Street In the-recessed entrance-lto Cahipe Company
a blanket wrapped bundle (presmnably the bundle Stephens |

and Anchutz saw) contamlng valuable p:Leces of phys:.cal

ev1dence was recovered shortly after the shoot:.ng
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The store cmer, G.Iy W Cam.pe and two custcmers v

_ Bernell leey and Jullus L. Graham were in the store at the
time of the assassmatmn Each was J.nterv:l.ewed by the

 FBI and descrlbed hea:rlng a "tl-md" whlch ch'ew their attention,
and as they looked to see what had happened, they observed

| the blanket'wrapped bundle m the'.entrance' At the same

time, they saw a man dressed in a dark SLL'Lt wa]lu.ng rapldly
south on the s:.dewalk away frcm the bundle A few moments
" later, they said, a white compact autcumobile - possibly a
Mustang - proceeded north on South Main Street at a high
rate of speed. The male Wiasdescribed. as white,' approximately
30 years of age with 2 medium build, 5'10" to 6" tall and
mlgh:mg 160 to 180 pounds (Manp'm.s 44-1987 Sub A sec 1).

. The bundle, after be:lng discovered at Cam.pe s doorway
by a member of a Memphis Police Department Tactical Squad
first came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the
- Memphis Pollce Department s Homicide Bureau. Later in the
 evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.,

' I.nspecter Zachary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen who

immediately had it flown by agent courler to Washingtoh fc;w_:,

'laboratory, examination (Memphis 44—1987—610)’. The bundle
contained a Model 760 Remington: Gamemaster rlfle, 30-06
Springfield caliber, and a blue zipper bag The bag contained

various toilet articles along with a pair of men's underwear

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




with laundry tags 'a pair of bmoculars twocans of
beer and a paper bag bear:.ng an advertlsetrmt for York
- Arms Ccmpany, Memphls Tennessee, with a York Arms Company
cash sales rece:.pt dated. Apnl 4 1968 (Manphl., 44-1987
‘ Sub A sec l) ‘
(3) Informatlon and ths:Lcal Ev1dence T:.acked The

:Lrwestlgatlon contmued w1th e:uphas1s on tracmg all physical
evidence and J.nformatlon recelved To thJ.s end a search
.of all Metrphls area hotels and motels was . :Ln:Lt.Lated for
the source of the blanket and bar of soap found in the blue
21pper bag. Also reglstratlons at area irms were exatn.ned
for the unknown suspect who fled the roouu.ng house and who
mght be’ dnv:mg a Wh:Lte ccmpact automoblle At the same
t1me the rlfle, scope, bmoculars cans of beer, laundry
tags and other 1ta:ns ware tracked (HQ 44—38861—139)
j o The rlfle and scope: were qulckly traced to the Aero
'Manne Supply Campany in Blrmm,,ham Alabama The rifle :
‘'was sold to a "Harvey lowmyer" March 30 1968: The scope.,_'_' ‘
o ‘along w:Lth a second_ nfle:,'was purchased March 29.,. 1968,

but "l.omryér" exchanged this rifle‘vthe follcm.ng day for
the one recovered at the Canlpe Amusement Con-pany Accord-
ing to the Aero Marlne salesman, ’Lovmyer explamed that

-, ) he talked with his brother and was adv:l.sed a more powerful

rl_fle was \necessary for deer huntmg in Wlscons:m. However,
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a labérato:y’%'eiéminaticn of this returned rifle revealed
that it was clogged with cosmoline (a heavy-g;'ease flrearm
preservative) and could n'ot.be' loaded and ’readied to fire
(HQ 44-38861-432). The salesman also.provided a physical
description Aﬁf_'imryer" which matched those previously .
cbtained (HQ 44-38861-180). o

" The paper bag and the sales receipt -fro_;n York Arms
Campany vled agents to the Memphis sore where the binoculars
were purchased. The York Arms salesman explained that he
sold the pair of binoculars at approximately 4:00 p.m.
April 4, 1968, to a white male matching the descriptions
previcusly cbtained ~(Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). By
qheck.ing the mamufacturer's can codes and distribution records,
the two beer cans were traced to Southhaven Mirmow Shop,
- Southhaven, Mississippi (HQ 44-38861-1360).

The center of the investigation shifted from Memphis
to Birmingham on April 9, when the search of Memphis imms
focused on the Rebel Motel and the April 3 registration
record of an Eric Starvo Galt. It was already known that -
the rifle and scope were purchased in Birmingham and the
Galt registration also pointed to Birmingham. The registra-
tion record aroused interest Becaus,_e Galt registered for the
night of April 3 only, listed a Birmingham address and drove a
Mustang w1th Alsbama license plates, (HQ 44-38861-1180) .
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The possibility of a link between Eric Starvo
Galt and the urlown subject was pursued in Alabama by the -
' Bum:mgxam and Mobile offices. In their pursuit they
learned that on August 29, 1967, Galt purchased a 1966
"white Mssténg'éutounbile; The Bureau agents also leamed
that the State of Alabama issued a motor vehicle operator s
license in October 1967 to Er:Lc Starvo Galt, 2608 nghland
Averme, Birmingham, Alabama. The physical description
obtained from this license matched those previqisly received:
vhite male, bom| | 5'11" tall, 175 pounds with
blue eyes and ‘brown hair (HQ 44—38861—1180)
When the lnvestlgatlon moved to Galt's Blrmmgham
: address it was learned that- Galt lived there in late August
| ~until early October 1967.  Because of the lengt:h,df this
contact, emphasis was plécéd on developing information on
Galt's background.. Significantly, it was learned that during -
his Blmurzgharn sojourn Galt expressed an enthusiastic '
interest in dancmg and attended dancmg school there
(HQ 44~38861-607). ,
| (4) los &geles Soon after the Bimﬁnghmn cormmection

was uncovered Los Angeles became a ‘focal point in the mvest:.-‘

 gation. The s1gm_f1cance of los Angeles became apparent
" April 11 with the Imowledge of four facts. _
' | One, when on April 11, 1968, the Bureau ‘lqcated Galt's
" abandoned Mistang in Atlanta a search of it indicated that
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G.alt had had :Lt semced twice in r.he los Ange]es area
| (HQ 44-38861-989) ‘ '

'IWo also .incident to the search of the Mustang, a
fragment of eardboard torn frqn a Kleenex box was found.
 On it were the names and Los Angeles "adélfesses of Anita
Katzwirkel and Ginger Nance (HQ 2;4438861-989) .

Three, laundry markings from the recovered underwear
- were tracked to Home Service I.aundry and Dry Cleanmg
Hollywood California Q. 44—38861—885) " The following
| day agents learned that the name Eric Starvo Galt appeared
in the laundry's records: ;

. lastly, a pair of pliers recovered from the blue
zipper baé were traced to the Rompage Hardware Store which
is within five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning (HQ 44-38861-1174) .

Since it was known that while in Birmingham Galt
pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in the
Los Angeles area wefe checked. Gal'f"s name appeared in
" the records of the National Dance St'udlo Los Angeles
| (44—38861—1293)

| Eventually, the d:mce studio contact- proved to be
most important because it was through an interview with the
dance studio owner that a photograph of Eric Starvo Galt was

finally obtained. The owner keyed the agents ‘to an interest
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"~ Galt had ex'pressed in attendmg a bartendmg school .
HQ 44-38861-1066) Checkl.ng the area, the Intenlatlcmal

School of B_artendug was loca_ted and it provided Galt's

. graduation iahotogfaph. For the first time, agents were

able to slee and distribute a photo of their subj ect. To be
sure of maximm ch.ssemlnatlon, the photo was circulated among
the news medla (HQ 44-38861 967) .

Wmle in Los Angeles Galt first lived at the Serrano
Apartments and later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons
contacted at these locations called him a "loner" and
described him as a person who kept to hlmself A departure
from this characterization, however, was reported by Charles
Stein who, at no expense to hiﬁlself, rode with Galt in the
Mustang from Los Angeles to New Orieans and return. '-

Stein explained that he and his sister Rita Stein met
~ Galt through their cousin Marie Martm who was worklng as a-
bar mald at the Sultan Bar located ln the St Franc1s Hotel.
Galt had mentioned to Martin that he was plam'xlng to drive 4
to New Orleans and she asked if he weuld be 'willing to give -
_ her cousin a ride there in order to pick wp. her children.

He agreed but it was Charles 'and not Rita who went along
with Galt (HQ 44-38861-1117). o
Notmthstandlng the mfomatlon Stem prov:Lded the

investigation moved no closer to locatmg _Galts New Orleans
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was scoured for' clues and although Gilt's ‘hotel-and room
were located the effort was fruitless (HQ 44-38861-1197).
Stein also stated éalt made sévérai telephone’ calls fram
pay telephones_. along the way but an exhaustive search of
. countless ,telephgne records, mmbers and subscribers
produced nothing (e.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). Lastly, Stein
explained that Galt conditioned the ride to New Orleans
an Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining
George Wallace's American Independent Party. Each joined
but again the ensuing investigation of this lead learned
nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003). ’ |

(5) Atlanta. On April 11, 1968, a citizen call c,ame'
through to the Atianta Police Department reporting the missing
white Mustang. According to this caller and another pérson,
both interviewed by the FBI, the abandoned Muistang was parked
shortly before 9:00 a.m. April 5, 1968, by a lone man matching
Galt's description. " The discovery of Galt's Mustang immediately
caused agents to seek out any additional contacts by Galt in
Atlanta (HQ 44-38861-989). ‘

. Because Galt was believed to-use low cost rooming houses
all such establiShments.were contacted .for any sign of him.

‘Success was found at Jimmie Dalton Ga'rdnerv'é Rooming House

where Galt registered March 24, 1968. Although Galt was
] ' : '

nowhere to be found, }i.e had left evidence behind. - Found
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~in his rodnj)zere_a booklet, "'Yourbfvpdrtmiities in Ioekf.
smithing'' and a collection of maps.. One of these maps
was of the. city. of Atlanta with the residence of Martin
Luther King, jr. , and the headquarters of SCLC citcled
(HQ 44—38861—967) | | |
. Other evidence of Galt s presence in Atlanta was
received from the P:Ledmnt Laundry where records showed _
he picked up laundry April 5, 1968‘ (HQ '44-‘38861-3627).

| (6) C#alt Identified as James Ear]l Ray. Knowing that

Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassmatlon all con-
celvable modes of transportat:.on in, around and out of
Atlanta were checked (HQ 44—38861—907) However Galt's
trail was cold; there was no ev1dence as to where he fled
from Atlanta.

| The ‘Bureau became worried because with each passing
" hour Galt's chances of avoiding captere became better and
better. Therefore, the mvestlgatlve emphasis shifted from-
following Galt s t:rall to 1dent1fy1ng Galt.. In an effort.
to accomplish this the Burean initiated a ccxnparative searcﬁ
of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt's
(one fingerprint was recovered frcxnth'e rifle; a second from
" the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found
in Galt's room) eéamst fingerprints-of white male fugitives.

To be sure, the limitation to fugiti’.ves was purely speculative.
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'Hwever, the spectlatlon pa.ld off when on Apr:.l 19, 1968,
James Earl Ray s fmgerprmt card compared :Lden _1cally

H 44—38861—1575)

’ Wlth the dlscovery that Eric Starvo Galt was James

Earl Ray, the 1hvestlgatlon.was redlrected to a search

of Ray's whereabouts since the time of his April 23, 1967,
eseape from Missouri State Prison. Through -the months of
April and May‘ the Ray-Galt steps were traced. Eventually,
 the Bureau was sble to accotmt for .Ray"s whereabouts almost
,continuously since his escepe. Nevertheless,‘hie trail
remained cold beyond Atlanta. on Aprll 5, 1968 (“-IQ 44-38861-
'3509 and see Chronology infra). .

| In connectlon with thelr search Ray s famlly was
1dent1f1ed located, physmally survellled and periodically
interviewed for information (E.G., HQ 44—38861—3987). Also,
prison immates and aesociates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861-
3502) as well as his military record perused (HQ 44-38861-1616).
But, no clues developed. Ray's-family said they knEW'nothing;
they had not heard from nor been in contact with James and ‘did
| not know‘of his whereabouts (Chicago 44;1114-27). Prison
immates and associates told tales of bounties offered for
“the death of Dr. King but exhaustive m%;estigatiqns could not
substantiate their claims (e.g., HQ 44-38861-3767).

Frustrated, the Director prepared a memorandum for the

-59-
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- Attorney General dated May 13, 1968 in which he explains

that extensive investigation has not resulted in any new -
_de\}elopnents heyond Atlanta , April 5. Therefore, the
‘Director requested authorlzatlon for telephone and micro-
phone survelllance on Ray fam:.ly members The request,
however, was never acted upon (HQ 44—38801—3509) .

(7) Passport Search. From an interview with a former

' cellmate of Ray's at Missouri State Prlson lt was learned

' that Ray apprec1ated the ease w:Lth wh:Lcl' a persor living

in Canada could obtain a false passport (H) 44-38861—-3889)
Though it is not clear that the cellmate's canments pre-

| cu::.tated a search of Canachan passports JFSLEd since Ray's
AprJ.l 23, 1967 escape, lt is known that on the request of
the FBI Legat in Canada such a search was oonducted by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A passport search was also
conducted in Mexico and the Uhitéd States (HQ 44-38861-4445) .

" Though the search went through a staggering number

of applications and was based on the oomparlson of Ray s

photograph to those submltted with the appllcatlon, it proved
to be the necessa.ty break in picking up Ray s trail. At
9:30 p m. June 1, 1968 The ' Legal attache, Ottawa,

Canada, called the Bureau to adnse that after rev1ew1ng

some 175, 000 appllcauons the RO located a passport issued
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' |

Ai)n'.l 24, 196§ _‘Lmvder the name Ramon '.Geo‘rgev Sneyd which .
contained a photo_g:faph very defn’n‘itely‘ sum.lar to Ray
(HQ 44-38861-4190). | |
The passport was filed by the Kermedy Travel
Agency in Toronto, Canada. - Incident to their investi-
gation, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police contacted the
travei agemcy and cbtained a hand pi_';inted ‘note from Sneyd
concerning his appiicafion. " The note ﬁogether'with the
-passport photo and a latent palm prmt wezl:e-’f‘orvéarded to
tﬁe Bureau ‘for iaboratery exann.natlon which conicluded that
Ray and Sneyd were the same person (HQ 44—3886] 4262 4263).
(8) Ray Apprehended The Kermedy Trave] Agency also

prov1ded information that Sneyd pu.rchased a round trip air
| ticket from 'I‘orcnto to London departmg May 6 and returning
May 21, 1968 But New Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd
turned in the retwrn portion of the fare and received a2
May 7, 1968 tlcket to Llsbon, Portugal plus a $14 60 voucher
' (HQ 44-38861—4319)
Inmlgratlon authorlties in L:ston were urmedlately
eontacted It was- 1earned that Ray had entered Lisbon
' May 7 but had ex:Lted for London May 17 1963 (HQ 44-3 880].—
4725).
| Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Sneyd At
11 15 a.m. , June 8 1968, Ray was apprehended by officers of
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New Scotland Yard while he was passmg through Brltlsh

nmu.gratlon offlces Ain the London Airport. At .the time
he was plamning a flight to Brussels, Belglurh (HQ 44-38861-
4616) . | - o

2. Alleged Conspiracies -

therally scores of alleged consplracn.es were
conmm:.cated to the Bureau Fran the date of the assas-
" siration in Aprll 1968, ‘even up to thls date, the FBI
“has been approached by TUMEerous persons w1th storles
which purport to ldentlfy a consplracy to klll King.
' These stories involved the w:Ldest range of perpetrators
A ,and pa.rtlcn.pants as well as motlves To the extent
that these leads were pursued ‘the Bu:reau was put in
. the rather difficult pos:.tlon of conductmg an investi-
gatlon which ranged far beyond the concrete ev1dence
that had already been obtalned When the leads were
:Ln fact bogus ones, the FBI was . attamptlng to prove a
negat:.ve m each reported case. W:.th a controvers:.al
f:Lgure ‘such as Dr King, the pOSSlbl].ltles of conspiracy
were Numerous. Consequently, the Bureau s credibility
would necessarlly be stra.med g:.ven ltS past relation-
Shlp w:Ltn the civil rlghts leader, unless each story was

dlsproved Yet ‘the Bureau attempted to cover each lead.
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As previously stated, each SAC was held »p'ersdnav.l_ly"

responsible for an expedited and thorough review.
' 'Based on our review of the files", the task force
is 'satisfied that the FBI did a credi'ble‘.and; thorough
job in attempting to identify any possible conspiracy
of persons who could have been imvolved in the murder.
In each of the allegations received, the Bure'au.'iu'mediately
interviewed the person who was the s_dm‘é:e of the allegétion
where thlswas possible (i.e. where the source was not
anonyﬁmxs). In situations where the complaint was not an -
" obvious hoax the Bureau then atteﬁ@ted immediately to
) identify the alleged participants and interview them.
Where ther;z was.not a satisfactory explanation to dispel
' the allegation concerning such matters as whereaboﬁts or
associations, the Bureau then would check further This
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the
ultimate. degree. Judgment based on experience dictated
many of the decisions. . _
» These judgments were also tempered by a critical
factor. Within fifteen‘ days after ﬁhe murder, the FBI
was convinced that Galt and Ray were the same person,
that this individual purchased the rifle, rented the
room across from the Lorraine Motel, and fired the shot

that killed Dr. King. While there were many other people
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