who were antagonistic toward Dr. King and uahy whb |
had apparently discussed killing-hiny any -successful
conspiracy would have to have ihvoiﬁed Ray based on the
v'evivdence' at hand. In all the years following the assas-
sination, the investigation has failed to reveal any
; COnneetion betﬁeen any'alleged conspirator(s)'and James
Earl Ray including those alleged by Ray himself. _Indeed, -
the overvhelming evidence lndlcates tnat Ray'was almost |
totally alone durlng the yearvafter_hls_escape.fran the
hMiSSOUIl State Prlson .
| We have not addressed here the Bureau's handllng of
partlcular consplracy leads because of the large murber of
allegatlons 1nvolved. Bureau_fllesheah be checkedlfbr each
repofted_lead and the resuiting‘inyestigation'on':hat lead

. traced to its concluéion.
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to a city large enough so he would not be noticed and

took a train to St. ILouis. He then took a taxicab to

East St. Louis, called a friend who drove him to Edwards-

ville whence he caught a bus for Chicago (Huie, p.28).
On May 3rd, Ray secured work for the next eight

weeks as a dishwasher and cook's helper .at_the'Indian vy 3

Trail Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, and resided at

2731 North Sheffield in Chicago under the name Jotm L.

Rayns. He purchased a 1959 Chrysler autcmobile from

a private owner on June 5th for $200 (5448). On

June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the

test on June 12th (5394). Ray moved from his

| ‘Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on June 17th

where he paid one week's rent (5118). Ray was issued

a driver's permit in the name of John L. Rayns for the -

State of Illinois on June 21st (5394). During the week

of June 191;h Ray left his job, and requested that his

final paycheck be forwarded to the Lumt Street address,

which it was (5118).
Thereafter, on July 14, Ray purchased a 1962

Plymouth automobile from a commercial dealer in East

St. Louis, Iilinois, and transferfed the licensed

plates from the Chrysler to the Plymouth (5413; Huie,

P-39). ieaving East St. Louis on July 15, Ray proceeded

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



to Montreal, Canada, via Indianapolis, Detroit and - July 15

.Wiﬁdsor (Huie, p.40) . His prime objective was
ailegediy to sécure a Canadlan passﬁc’:‘rt: (idem p.lﬂ.).

.As John L. ‘Rayns, he registered for an overnight

| stay at théqum:gard Motei in Dorion, -just west éf
Montreal (idem; p.43; 5437%).

Next, Ray first used the- .:alias Er:Lc S. Galt

when he signed a six monith lease fér an apartment’

in the Harkay Apartments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in
Montreal -(2192; Huie, p.43). Ray then allegedly

* held up-a food St.:dre1stealing'$l700. (Huie, p.47). |
The following day he spent $300 for new clothes af the
Tip Top Tailors, 488 Sf. Catherine West, had his hair
cut and a manicure at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel (Huie,
p.48). He also ordéred on July 2lst a $75 tailor-made
suit at the English'and Scotch Woolen Company (4692).
(A month and a half later, by a letter from Birmingham
déted September 6, 1967, this tailoring‘ company was -
instructed by Ray to. send the finished garment to him '
at his then Birmingham address.) Three days late‘r- Ray July 24
oz;dered three sex books‘ from Futura Books, Inc s :Ln
Tnglewood, California, (2192), and on July 28th, he - July 28
enrolled in a correspondence course at the Locksmithing
Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey (2068) . Both matters

were-paid by Canadian money orders.’

-67-
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A

Ray vacationed, begimming July 30th, at the . - July 30-
A > . August 5

Gray Rocks Inn on Lake Ouirmet in thé Laurentian ‘ '
Mountains seeking, according to Ray, contact with .

a: respectablé womarn té wvouch for him on a passport '

aﬁplication. "He was '"'picked up'' by a fanale Canadlan

Goverrment employee and her giﬂfriend and spent the B

ne:::t few days with them before leaving on August 7th;

The two women followed, stayed overnight with Ray in -

Montresl on Auggst 7th, and then returned to their

residences in Ottava (Huie, pp.51-53; 5402). On

Aﬁgust' .9th, he purchésed By money ordei .al formula for .

making gléss. for a fwo-way mirror (2192) < 'I‘hen, on A

August 19th, Ray visited the goverm@t einployee in

Ottawa, but did not importune her to assist him on his -

passport appllcatlon (Huie, .p.54). ‘

During the approxlmately two and one—half ~+ "Raoul"
contact o
. months of Ray's stay in Canada he relates meetmg an . dates July 18-
C : ' . CAug. 8 & throughz

underworld character named "Raoul". After negotlatlons Aug.- 18 -
| Ray stated to author Huie, tﬁat he engaged m smuggling

-_operétims w:Lth "Raoul" and then proceeded to ﬁimingham

~to meet "Raoul" at the 1atﬁer'$ d‘i-.recvt»ion, Meanwhile, .- Aug. 18-20

he stayed at the Town. and Country Motel, Ottawa, from '

August 18th to August 20th (5502). E.Jha'te-ver may be
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the truth of the story, Ray left Montreal, met his-

brother at Northbrooke, Illinois, gave his Plymouth.
car to his brotber,Jerry Ryan, (5413), proceeded
from Northbrooke of Chicago to Birmingham,-stayed
August 26th at the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth
Averne as Joln L. Réyns (5400; Huie; p.61), and that
same day also took a room in the name Eric S. Galt
at the Economy Rooms, 2608 Highland Averme (2324).
Two days later Ray, as Galt, giving the Highland '-
“Avenue address,.reﬁted safety deposit box No. 5517
at the Main Office, BirmingﬁamvTrusﬁ_NatiOnal Bank
(2323; Huie,‘p,62).‘ The access record on ﬁhis
box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; fraﬁ:
1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m..on September 5; from 11:05
to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and from 10:16a.m.
- to 10:19a.m. on: September 28 (2323)..
The ﬁurchase‘of a white 1966 Ford Mustang was
accomplished at ;heAénd of Auggst byvanswering a
. newspaper ad on’ﬁhe‘29th of August and paying $1995 in
cash to William D. Paisley on the 30th (628). All |
this checks with'fhe car. purchase chronology Ray .
himself admitted tQ.autHor.William Bradford Huie .
(Huie, pp.61-63; Ray's self—serving attribution»of
"Raoul" as the one who dirécted him to buy the car
and th supplied the cash is uncorroborated).

-69-
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Ray as Eric Starvo Galt, applied for and was
'iseued Alabama ‘driver's 1icense Ho [N 2143
The éignature matches the other hahdwrit:‘ngs of the
same pame (4143). At.some point durmg his stay in
‘Birmingham, _Ray.. purchased a .38 revolver which was
found on his person on his arrest in Heathlwrow Airport,
London, England (1422).
| On Séptqmber 12th, Ray enrolled for 5 weekly
dance classes at tlr_te Continental Dance Club Studios
(2324). The Modern Photographic Book Publishing
Co., Ine., of Ijlew York City re';'.eived a coupon ofder |

from Eric S. Galt for a photo book (633) and a letter.

. by Ray as Galt written September 26, asking that the
| book not be sent as he was moving and.tbuld give the “
changed address later (4143). . The handwriting vas

| identical with Ray's (41&3) -

Ray purchased a bank draft from the Exchange
Sécuflty Bank, 5 pomts _South Branch, Birminghem -
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and

this accompanied an order on that company for a Kodak'

. Super 8 movie camera, a projector, a splicer and a 20

foot ‘remote control cable; price $337:24 (1135). Then-

' Ray typed a note to the £11m compariy ‘séven days
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later in which he acknowledged receipt of the ‘items
he had ordered but r‘étumedthe movie camera as’ the
wrong one; he stated he was 1eav1ng for Mexico on .‘
October 7 and would send a new address to whlch
the correct movie camera could be forwarded (4143)
On September 30th, Ray paid only for his room. (2118) .-
Ray, as -Galt, was issued Alabéma Iice:_mse tags‘ _ ,Oci:ober ’6
No.1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham for Mexico -

on‘Os:tober 6 (Huie, p.66). On the 8th of October, October 8

Ray purchased a 30 day Mexican auto insurance poliey . October 10
(1904). He reached Acapulco odOctober 10th, proceeded "October 15
“to Guad‘al'aj»ara on October 15th and left there on | | .
the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jaiisco, I'.Ie.xico,. : 'Octo'b'er 18
erriving in Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (496). He oo o
registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86

on this date; his "Galt" signatﬁre @d writings match October 22
his other Galt wri tings (4143). Calt typed a letter |

to the :Ellm company to ask for a refund to the Puerto
" Valla.rta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera

which had been mailed meamrhlle to his vacated

Birmingham address (4143). Agam the wrltten.31gnatur-e

on this note matched the string of "Galt" signatures. |

(4143). For some reason (Huie says Ray said he wanted = November 6-13
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‘ | ‘:‘

.a week in a more exoens:.ve room in a hotel on the
beach.) (Hule p. 81) Ray switched hotels, gomg
from the Rio to the Hotel Troplcana (1219)_. He

" spent most of his tlme m the perlod from October ,

19 to November 13 1967, with a girlfriend, Irma
Morales, whose true name is Manuela Agulrre Medrano
(1219), and pOSSlbly another female named ’\Ima
(uie, p.8). o
Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to Los .
Angeles where he rented an apartment at 1535 North
Serrano Avenue -on the 19th of November. (663; Hule
P. 85) He then wrote a typed letter to the Superlor
Bulk Film Company, _Chlcago to forward to his new L
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak -
movie camera; the s1gnature on this letter matches
the other "Galt" sn.gnatures (4143). ‘ .
In this second week of hlS stay in Los Angeles
_Ray begen a series of six VlSltS to a clinical _
psychologist, Dr. Mark O. Freeman, in hopes of -
‘overcoming hlS shyness, gaining social cor_lfider‘lce,
_ learnirlg self-hypoosis to gain re]v.axation-, sleep and

remember thiné,s better.
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Apparently; in e further seif—improvanmt step,

Ray enrolled in a course of dancihg instructions with :

the owner of the Natiohal Dence Studio, 2026lPacific
' -Avenue I.ong Beac:h California (4143) On Deeemher
13th Ray wrot:e hlS Blrmmgham bank to close his
safety depos:Lt> box (2323). He paid $lOO on the '
da;icing lesson contfac’:t on the 14th of December, left
laundry at‘ the Avalon Cleaners & Laundry, Inc.
5662, Hollywood Blvd Los Angeles, on the followmg
day-ticket Mo. 31053 and laundry mark "20R-3" made .
'by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143); and alvso
on December 15th Ray, as _Galt‘ still, began a round
trip drive w1th Charles J. Stein, 5666 Frankl:m
- Avenue, Los Angeles, to New Orleans in Ray's white
NIL_istarxg to pick up Stein's vsister's two small children
‘(4143) Stein and Ray arrlved in New Orleans on the
17th the latter reglstermg at the Provmc1al Hotel
»‘1024 Chartes Street, Poom 126 (5399). . 'The "Galt"
registration card siglaaﬁlre matched the string of
such signaﬁ_lres in Ray's .odysseyAand he 'furthe‘l.‘
recorded that he was drivihé a MJstang' with Alabama
license No. 1-38993 and gave his address as’ 2608
Highland Avenue Blmungham (4143)
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uw for a ba.rtend:mg course at the Internatlonal School

of Bartemlmg 2125 Sunset Bouleva.rd (2325) hlS
apphcatlon 51gnature fltS hlS other Galt 51gnatures '
(4143). He left his laundry at the Home Service
Laundry and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard
(2325, cites lamdry list No.3065 in E. Galt's riame
with Thermo Seal sticket'OZB 6, the marking on the
T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front
door of Canlpe s Anusanent Co. in I’hmph:.s Apr:.] 4,
1968) .

On Jammary 21, 1968, Ray changed his lodgings
to Room 403 of the St. Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood
Boulevard (2325). On the 22nd and on the 23rd, 25th,
29th, 30th, 3lst, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Ray
regularly att@ded dance lessens -(.23255 He ettmded
- bartending school through to March 2 1968 'He bought January 29
two Bank of America mdey orders on the 29th of January, |
one to place an ed in the Free Press soliciting a
female pen pal and the second to pay. fer a mail
forwardmg service (1500). Each transactien created
a handwrltmg match as did a Bank of America money order-
No.0799 17281 payable to the I.o_cksmithing Institute,’ January 31
Little Falls, New Jersey" (2325). | - |
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Ray s 1966 wh:x.te Mustang with Alabama llcense o
No. 1-38993 reglstered in Alabama under the alias o
Galt was serv1ced on the 13th at a Chevron Statloh, |
1506 North Nomlandlc Avenue Ios Anceles mth mleage |
at 34,185. Another undated semcmg some 200 miles
later occmrted at Cort Fecx Ford Co., 4531' Hollywood
Boulevard in Los Angeles (2325). -

Ray attempted to J.ncrease his soc:Lal life by February 17

writing and send:Lng his photograph to a woman listed

by "'The Local S\»n.nger" which llstmg was s.eCLn'ed for
$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 5 such letters (4143)'. The

Galt signature was added to the FBI's matchxrps and February 26
Ray' s photograph secured For readmg materlal |
Ray ordered books from Futura Books paying by money

‘order No.0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500) The
signature matchup was made (4143). On this same day :

Ray made a.money ordei' payment No.07§9 19701 to the
I.ocksm:.tl'u.ng Instltute (2325) He sent another, |

\Io 0799 19704, for the "Locksmith's Ledger w1th

-matching s:.gnature (2325) 3 he sent two money orders:,

' Nos.0799 19702 and 0799 19703, and awlettet order to

A .'I“.Lffany Ehterprlses 8512 Wh:Ltworth Drive in I.os Angeles
amail order house, for one palr of Japanese handcuffs
(1500), with 51gnatures matchable on two of the three :
documents (4143) . o
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At intérvals in his stay in Ios Aﬁgeles, Ray
had plastic_ surgery done to chahge his apéea:‘cance
(author Huie puts this treatment as on March 3, 7 and '

11, 1968, Huie, pp.l1l07-8); he V15:Lted a psychologlst—
hypnotist, Reverend Von Koss on Janua:cy 4, 1968
(Huie, p.102), and allegedly samne seven other
psychiatrists, hypnotists or scientologists.
Accord:mg to author .Hm'.e, he frequented a bar kncwn
as the Rabbit's Foot Club and on one niéht became
involved in ‘a racial argument - followed by a mugging ‘in

. which he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit jackeﬁ,

car keys and driver's license . (Huie, p.96~98). According
to author Hule citing Ray as his source, Ray telephoned
Alabama and had a duplicate-license issued; this was
forwarded fram his former Birmingham address to California’
and received there about March 10, 1968 (Huie, p.98).
"éalt" was graduated.from the barten‘ding‘school
on the 2nd of March. His picture was taken with the
school operator and Ray closed his eyes to make recogni-
"tion. more difficult (4143; Huie, p.104).
A postal money order No.l,916,211,078 was sent

to the I_ockst.thJ.ng Institute as a periodic payment on

the correspondence course Ray was taking (1428) " The

s:.gnature matchup was made.

(4143.) °
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Ray listed a chenge of address on March 17
with the St. Fraﬁcis Hotei, giving his 'forwarding
address as General Delivery, Main Post Office
Atlanta, Georgie (4143) .. Presumably he left
: Ies Ariéelés in his white Mistang on this date,
' proceedmg to New Orleans where he left a bbx'
- of clothmg for Marie Martin's 1:Lttle daughter
Marian de Grassee at Charles Stein's cousin
Theresa Stone's residence, 4019 Foyal Street (4143;
Huie, p. 108). |
~ From New Orleans, Ray drove to Selma, Alabama March 22
(5502), (where Ray began to stelk Dr. King according '
to Phie's statement of Ray's admission cn.this')-énd, March 23
- after an overnight stay there, he went on to I'brit'gdnery, March 24
to Birmingham and finally to Atlanta, Georgia (Huie, p.
1. o | -

" In Atlanta, ‘Ray rented room No.2 in a roommg March 26

house at 113-14th Street, N.E. from the operator,

J:i:rmy‘Dellton Garner (1033). He stayed there until ' March» 28
March 28 on which day, while still in Atlanta, he o
purchased U.S. Postal money order No.5,615,057,923 pay-

able to the Iocksmithing Institute (1428). The Galt -

signature was a matchup (4143). |
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On the 29th Ray apoeared at the Aeromarme Supply_
Company 5701 Airport nghway in Birmingham, Alabama,
and using the alias Harvey Lowmyer purchased a Remington
.243 caliber rifle, }bdel 760 with a 2x-7x Redfield_ . |
teleseopic sight mounted on it (432) . Almost cerﬁai.n].y
because the breech of the .243 caliber .weapon was - caked .
with a hardened preservative (cosmoline) and could“nbt
be loaded,: Ray returned it the following day (hotl having |
fired it). He explained that his "brother" didn't like |
it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Model. 760, 30 06
‘eallber Renn.ngton. The scope was transferred to the-
latter rifle. Throughout these transactlons the package
for either rifle was e Browning shotgun carton which -was ‘ |
large enough to hold the scepe-equipped Rmﬁngtons (432).

The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jimmy Delton
Garner stated he hadRay print his name (Eric S. éalt) on
an old envelope at Garner's request so that Ga.fneq: could
transfer the name properly to his official records; the.‘
handprinting is a matchip with other Galt-Ray printing
samples (1033). | o |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Using the name Eric Gals, Ray left ais lawmdry
and dry cleanmo at the Piedmont Laundry pickup.
station 1168 Peachtr:ee N.W. in Atlanta (4143)

days 1ater as Eric S Ga.lt Ray on April 3 reg:l.stered
into Room 34 at the Rebel Motor Hotel 3466 Tamar

Avenue, Merrphls Termessee (the dlstance between Atlanta
and Memphis by the mst comresnlent route is 398 m:l.les) :
he gave 2608 nghland Avenue B:ermncham as h.I.S address
‘and he noted on the reglstratmn card that he was driv:.ng
a Mzs-tang mth Alabama._license No. - .(4143) . His
signat:l.;-.r:e was a match to the other identified Galt signa-

April 1

=

tures (4143). On this same day, Ray purchased a safety = April 3

razor and shaving suppiies at the Rexall Drug‘:Storé in
the Vhitehaven suburb of Memphls (Merphis 44-1987 Sub A~
Sec. 1; Hm.e,p129) - o e
Ray left the Rebel Motel before the lp.m. |
 checkout” time Qm'April 4th (4143). At some point |
betwem3pm and 3:30p.m. onthe4th a man
generally answering Ray's description rented Room 5-B
at 422'1/2 South Main Street, Memphis, in the nare of
Jotn Wlllard (lda'n 33). Ray admits to having béen-'i_n
the room with "Raoul” whom he first said rmted the
room using the "Willard" alias he, Ray, supplied (Huie,
p.115). Imn another letter to Huie, Ray states he hﬁmself
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rented the room usmgthe alias Jomm Willard’ (Huié , P.
30)7. ‘Ray went out to the York Arms Company Store then
located at 162 South Main Street mtl'glrehese&'a 'peif
of Bushnell binocul'ars for a total of $41.55 (4143) 3
Ray was identified by the salesman at York Arms and

Ray edrnits‘ to having been to the sports store and vto_ "
having made the purchase of the binoculars (Hide, p.

] 115).- By Sp.m. at the la-test, Ray‘-'had_returned to -
the rooming house, parked his Mistang and had taken”
his’ z:Lpper bag and: bedspread to Room 5-B-(Huie, p.115);"

" by necessary :Lnference because 1t was ackm.ttedly
brought. down: from there and _dropped- on the sidewalk,
.the 30-06 rifle had been taken up to Room 5-B at this
time o’r.just before Re.y's trip to tﬁe York Arms Co.

| Store (See Huie, p 114 and p.131; 4143).

As detalled in’ the discussion of "the course of
the FBI »mvestlgatlcn- _@tﬁ at pp. 48-50," the assassm fled"'
from the common bathrocm at the rear of the rooming
house after firing the shotthat killed Dr ng The
esusass‘in could have cleared and mdoubtedly did clear
‘the cerridor--and the'sta_ifs to the street in "about"45

A‘ secondS-." In another 15 seconds at the outside he could

have reached and undoubtedly d:Ld reach Ray's wh:.te oo "
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Mustang: after droppi_nngay's '_bag, the rifle Ray bought-
and bearing only his fingerprints and the bedspread which
 Ray admits takmg up to Room'..S-B (Staff reenactment;

Huie, p. 115).. According.to a post-corrviction-"stateImc by

Ray to then Spec1a1 Agent in: Charge of the Menphls FJ.eld
. Offlce Robert Jensen roomer Charles Stephens had a.

good look at Ray in the roommg house. (5622 Interview.of .
_Robert’ Jensen, July 7, 1976 'App- B). .

On the street GJy Warren Canlpe Jr , in his place -

‘.of busmess Canlpe Amusement Co., at 424; lSouthhMaJ.n Street
heard a thud near the front door of his <store~ looked wp
to see a th.te male walk rapldly past his store gomg
south (nght to left to someone :ms:.de the store) and

w1th the tm customers 1n hJ.s ‘store, went to the front

door vihere they observed a small wh:Lte car, a Mustang 6:04p ;m'..f

:- accordlng to the two customers pu.ll away gomg north

~ (left to nght) from a curb s:.de park.mg place Just south
©of Can:Lpe s- store (l'hnphls 44-1987 Sub A-Sec 1; cf.
"Hu:Le,p13l) e w ,' , o
' Accord:mg to Ray s ade_ssmn to author Hu:Le Ray Aprll 4
| drove south mto MlSSlSSlppl and. then mrned east through 178
~‘ Blml.ngham reaclrung Atlanta about 6a m. on Aprll S5th

. (Hule P- 132)

Aprll 5,
- 1968

He abandoned the whlte Mustang (h the .
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table in the room.at the Atlanta rooming house, he left

a letter about South Afrlca from the John Birch Society
in California and a copy of the Free Press from los
Angeles to divert the FBI s at;tentlon to Callfomla -

_ while he fled to Canada (Huie, p,133§, 'Ray pickeci' up
his lamdn_;y‘-at the Piedmont Laundry pick-up _stat-ion, at

1168 Peachtree N.E. in Atlanta on the 5th of April (4697). ;

He then took a bus departlng Atlanta just after noon on
- the 5th and arrlved in- ClnClnnatl at-about 1:30a.m. on
‘the 6th of April. After a one hour layover which he«
stéted he épent in a tavern near the bus depot, Ray .-
contimed by-bus.to’Detfoit where he arrived at-about -
‘8a.m. (Huie, p.135). He crossed by taxi into-Canada
arrivingiirlﬁﬁndsor an hour or so-before noon and
procéeaed from there to Toronto by train arriving at
about 5:00p.m. G%Iie,‘ph135). He rented a room at
102 Ossington Avernue without giving his name (5502
Huie, p. 135) o . - S

On the 8th of Aprll Ray began the process of

securing a Canadian passport.. He plcked two names,

jPaul Edward Bridgman'énd Ramon George Sneyd, from the -

armouncements of. births in newspépers for the year °

1932 at the public library (Huie, p.137).  He made an -
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° °

OpTCr—IiiTv T2 g0 over the Iacts with James Earl Ray
himself. Accordingly, after the United States Supreme
Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on
December 13, 1976, a verbal request was made to Ray's
Attorney, James H. Lesar, for an opportunity to interview
Ray. Lesar stated that he was writing Ray a letter that

day and would advise him of our desire to interview him

and leave the matter up to him. (ht@iew of James H.
lesar, December 14, 1976, App. B). -Alsob, the task force
sent Ray a letter on Décember 15, 1976, via his attommey
requesting an interview (See l‘etter to James Earl Ray,
December 15, 1976, App. A, Ex.14). While no answer to
our letter was received, Ray sent the taék force a copy of
a letter addressed to his attorney. Ray attached a copy
of a complaint he recently filed J_n a civﬁ'.l action and
stated in the letter to his attorney that :' "I agree with
your advice opposing the interview. It would appear that
this would only be in the interest of the J D and their
book writing collaborators, e.g., Gerold Frank, George
McMillian, et al.'" (See letter to James H. Ll:—zsar», December 20,
1976, App. A, Ex.15). |

Absent a statement to us fram Ray, four existing Ray

explanations were compared and are here briefly noted.
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Firse, o one, other than his attormeys talked wizh
Ray before the plea bargaining resulted-in his conviction
of the First Degree mumder of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
sentencing in open court on March 10, 1969, 'bgfore J_degé
'W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court of Shelby County,
| Temmessee (See Transcript App A, Ex.16). At that time,
' on voir dire, Judge Battle asked Ray: "Are you pleading
- guilty to Murder in the First Degree in this case because
you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under such circumstances
that would make you legally guilty of Mirder in the First
Degree inder the law as explained to you by your lawyers?'
Ray answered: "Yes." _ _
Ray then acknowledged that he was pleading guilty
- freely, vdlmtarily ‘and understmdjngly. "He and his
attorney, Percy Fdreman, initialed the copy of thesé.

questions and answers. Ray also signed a detailed

stipulation confessing that he fired the fatal shot (5506).

The task force observes that the only way one can
be "legally guilty" of fi_rst degree mmder is vhen one |
accamplishes, or aids or assists in fhe accomplishment, of
the wrongful killing of a human being with premeditation
and 'maiice aforethought. Thus, Ray has judicially confessed
that he intended to and did kill Dr. King. :
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» . Secend, Ray related in writing to ‘auclﬁor Huie a
story 6f»_hispdyssey from M;'.ssouri State Prison to Memphis |
which 'aclmwl'eaged that he bought the muder weapon, made
h:.s way to Ma:phls ‘rented the room there at 422 South
Main on Apr:.l 4, 1968, usmg the allas "John Willard,"
waited in the wh:Lte Mustang, and drove '"Racul" away fram
'_the crime scene after the nurder wholly unaware of the
>killin’g of Dr. King. In this version "Raoul", or "Roual,
is the mysteri,o;js killer whom Ray thought to be an .
international gun-rummer; Ray bought the murder weapon for
"Raoul"" thinking it was to be d‘isplayed to prospective
Mexican buyers in Room 5-B of the "flop house'’ on Squth
Main Street (Huie, p.130-131). '
' " Third, in a statement read on a program of Station
KMOX-TV St. ‘Louis, Missouri, in August of 1909 by hlS
brother Jerry, James Earl Ray was quoted as alleging that
he was the immocent victim, "the fall guy" of a scheme by = -
the FBI (Memphis 441987 Sub M-665). This ciescfiptiéﬁ‘of .
the crime contains no reference to Raoul. |
‘Fogrth, the most recent story\available to the.
- task force is reported as the result of a four hour interview
byl Wayne _Chastain,_ Jr., for i:he lPacific__News Se,x'vice,‘
“bctobér' 20, 1974. _' It is to the effect vt:ha_t‘_ Ray was "'set up
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as a patsy’’ for ’Raml It proceeds alorg the seme lines

as the tale. told by Ray to author Hu:.e that there was to

| beameetmg attheroommghouse at 6p.m. Withan

international gun runmer. Ray was :mstructe.d by Raoul to

have the white M.Jstang at the curb for “Racul's” use that
evem.ng Ray, bowever, drove away from the area at about
6:00p.m. to-get air in a low tire and found police swamming

all over the place when he tried to return at 7:05p.m. He
could rot park, was turmed back by police and learned only |
after driving 100 miles into Mississippi that he had been
associated with the men who Icilled Dr. King (The Assassinations,

Dallas and Beyond, Edlted by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hock

‘and Russell Stetler, Random House, 1976, pp. 315-31?)
The task force views the exculpatory content of these
varying and patently self-serving tales tﬁ be unbelievable.
The varying details are materially self-refuting. Ray first
admits full guﬂp.

He then says he waited immocently at the .

curb and took off after the shot with "Raoul" as a passenger.

He next says he was the catspaw of the FBI, And finally,

he and the Mustangwiere hiot:in the area when the shot was

fired and he never saw 'Rzoul after the event.
The eye witnesses to the ''get away", saw only one
man who resembled Ray. The man left in a,lhlm;'y in a white

Mistang as Ray admitted doing in version mmbe:r two. We
concluded Ray was lying about the existence of a '"Racul".
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-Ray's smpulated 3ud1c1al confess:.on corrports in
deta:l.l with the facts dlsclosed by the :anestlgatlon and
the. failure of. the self-serv:Lng storles persuaslVL_ly

undexm:.nes the likelihood . of any consplracy.
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Ih March 1968, James Earl Ray was forty years

old anvd'was never known to have ,had a serious relation-
ship with a man or waen duzing his adult life. Although

he was about to corrmlt a very 1nfamous crime of assassina-

: tlon, ne.lther his chJ.ldhood, his. m:Ll:Ltaly years nar his
adult life. of crime and mprlsonrrent 51gnaled such action.
H.ls cr:um_nal activities were net those of a hired or self-
accompllshed premedltated murderer Why then would James
Earl Ray murder Dr. Martin Luther KJ.ng, Jr.., o

'~ An analys:.s of Pay s prlson records and interviews
w1th hlS prison mmates reveals ‘some probatlve facts with -
respect to afmt;ve. For exampl_e, in ;L955 Ray»_was incar-
cerated in the federal penitentiary at Ieavenv;prth, i(ansas,_ :

.for -forgery' of post office rrbneyvorders; On September 12,
1957, Ray was approved for the honor fam at Leavenworth
but was never tra.nsferred there because he refused to llve
in the J_ntegrated dormltory at the farm (BQ 44—38861-1678) -

'Thus, he was supposedly w1111ng to sac:nf:Lce this benefit
and its acoompanylng pr1V11eges to. avo:Ld assoc;.atlon wn.th
black prn.soners

An irmate with Ray at Missouri State Penitentiary
for appro:ci.mately three years‘, stated that- Ray ‘hated
Negroes. He further stated that Ray had said that

all the Negro priscners inside the penitentiary should
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Pe killed. ‘He also respohded'that on .sevleral occasions

" Ray had said he would kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,

if'. the price ,were‘, right. In 1966 the.tevwas a riot at

. the pem.tentlary " Three blacks were killed. ’J‘he inmate
would not state whether Ray had participated in the

| killings.. He d@id say that, if Ray had not, ‘he would

‘deflnltely know who had kllled the prlsoners. He also |
said that he wou.ld not be surprlsed :.f he acted w1thout
Abemg paid for the klllmg. It should be noteti that another_

‘4pra.soner who was a chef at MSP and Ray' s boss for six years,

| stated that this inmate was a good friend of Ray and he also
hated Negroes. (HQ 44-38861-4443). o

| A second J.nmate with Ray at the Missouri State

Penitentiary. fram 1960 wntil 1965, claimed that he

recalls that Ray was glad when President Kennedy was killed

" and stated "that is one nigger-loving S.0.B that got shot”.
The prisoner also advised that Ray disliked Negt‘oes. Dui‘ing

, the time perlod when King was leading demonstrations and |
marches Ray would becotne aggraézated and upset when reading
this information in rieWspape.rs to the pomt that he would

_curse King and the Negroes '.He fbrthefstated he had heard
prison rumors that Ray was supposed to have killed three

black prisoners at the penitentiary. ‘Finally, he related
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. . .

t'nat in 1963 Ray made the ramark £hat he was going o
get Martln Luther ng when he got out of prlson.
(HQ 44—38861—2678, 2791).
A thlrd inmate at MSP fram 1962 untll 1965,
‘ descrlbed Ray as. a "lone wolf" who never trusted
anyone. He stated that Ray was a‘ racist and was heard
. many times discussing his dislike of Negroea. Another
prisoner became acquainted with Ray in 1965 and said that’
Ray cammented if he ever got out of jail he was going to
make himself a "bunch of money," and Ray further said a
"Businessmen's Assoc:Latlon" had offered $lOO 000 for
kJ.ll:Lng Martin Luther KJ.ng. This prlsoner said that
 Ray did not know what the "Bus:messmen S Assoc:l.atlon"
was, but he J.ntended to find.-out. (HQ 44-38861-4143)
| A cel]mate w:Lth Ray in 1955 at Kansas City who
" later served pnson time with Ray at Leavenworth, Kansas, -

was also mcarcerated w1th Ray at NBP ' He stated that

dur.mg the period when President Kermedy was -_vas‘sass'inated

the movements of Dr. Martin Luther King became the topic

of conversation at the’ penitentiary. Many prisoners heard
that businessmen had raised a considerable amount. of money,
‘about one m:.lllon dollars, as a bounty on King's head He
' further stated that Ray mentloned a dozen tmes that had he
| known about the bounty on John F Kennedy s head and

had he been free he would have collected :Lt, and, . lf he
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got .out in time and King were still alive, he would get
the bounty on King (HQ 44-38861-4143). -A prisoner

who was at MSP from 1958 .through 1965 statedRéy. did

not like Negroes and was capable of killing Dr. Martin .

Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-4143).

Ray's péych_ological background is also & very
important avenue of review. As a result of a voluntary
_psychiatric examination in '1966, Rayl was described as
.hé.ving a sociopathic éersonality, antisocial type. with
anxiety,and depressive features (HQ 44-38861—3505) . In
1954, a prison sociologist.stated that Ray'-s delinquencies
seem due to impulsive behavior, especially when drinking
(O 44-38361-3335) . These characteristics and comments
about Ray support the oéinion of psychologist Dr. Mark

- Freeman. While Réy was in los Angeles he was a -pafient
of Dr. Freeman. Dr. Freeman believes that Ray was potentially
capabie of assassinai:ion, was a self-motivated p‘erson‘ who»
could act alone, and likely fantasized on being sameone

important.

There were two matters involving Ray. and.blacks
while outside prison which shed same light on whether his
“hatred of blacks and need for- importance and profit could

‘have notivated him to murder. While in Mexico in the fall

-
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of 1967, Ray :  at wi 'a. vexican waman, Izma
Morales, in the City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales admitted
‘spending considerable time with him and recalls an incident
that took place on Sunday, October 29th. She and Ray were
seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four
blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated
at another table. She stated that Ray kept goading the
blacks for some reason. Theréafter, Ray left his table
to go to his car, and when he returned he asked her to
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his
pocket. Ray stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the
blacks. He then continued to be insulting and when the
blacks left he stated he wanted to go after them Morales,
however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to
check thé establishment and Ray stated he wanted nothing to
do with the poiice, thereby teminating the incident (HQ 44~
38861-2073) .

A second incident took place during Ray's stay in
Ios Angeles. James E. Morrison, a bartender at the Rabbit's
Foot Club fhere, identified Ray as a frequent custamrer.
Morrison said that on one occasion Ray became engaged in a
political discussion wiﬁh him regarding Robert Kennedy and
George Wallace. Ray became rather incensed and vehemently

supported Wallace. On another occasion, ‘Ray had had a
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_-discussion w:.r.h Pac Goodsel.r., a crequent J.emale custower,
concernmg blacks and the civil r:l.ghts mvmt Ray became
very mvolved and began draggmg Goodsell tcmards the door
saying, "I1' ll drop you off in Watts and we ll see how you -
like it there" -(I{Q_44-38861- 3557). PRay then supposedly went
. outside and had to _-fight two persons, one bemg, black (Huie,
Pp. 96-98). o

: 'I'h_u_s, it seems clear that Ray operﬂ.y dlsplayed a
strong racist att:.tude tmards blacks Wh.'l.le in prison,
Ray stated he would kill D:c. King if given the oppqrtm:.ty
. and Ray was prepared to threaten or attack Elac_k persons
in Puerto Valla:;ta, Mexico, with a weapon for appafently
a racial reason. These avents and occurrences leading to
- the assas_simtion_'of Dr. King and the assassination itself
certa:mly o not illustrate a single, ecnciu_sive'mtive. o
Yet, Ray's apparent hatred for the civil rights movement,
- his possible yearmng for. reépgr:itj,on, and a desire for a
potential quick profit may have, as a -w’noie, prdvided

sufficient impetus for him to act, and to act alene.

3. S&Jrces Of Funds

Shortly after the search for Ray began, it was
recogm.zed that he had traveled extensively following his
escape from the Missouri Penitentiary. DMoreover, in addition
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to normel I...v"zg expenses, Ray nad xzace ;eve«.l sub-
stantlal pu'rchases, e.g., cars, phot:o equ:.pment * dance
lessons (See, LlSt of known expend:n.tures App A Ex. 4).
These expenditures suggested that he had financial dssist-
ance and herice possible co—conspiretors. Ihe:efore, ‘the
Bureau was particularly interested ln detenﬁining his
sources ofl income. On April 23, 1968, the Director advised
all field divisions to consider Ray as a suspect in any
unsolved bark robberies, burglaries or armed robberies
occurring after April 23, 1967. The results ﬁefe negative.
"On April 29, 1968, the Director in a teletype to
all SAC's ordered that all law enforcement agencies which
ma:mta:med um.dentlfled latent’ flngerpnnts be contacted
and requested that fmgerprmts of Ray be canpared in order
to determme his past wheresbouts and possibly establish
hlS source of funds Again, negatlve results were obtained.
The Dlrector, on May 14, 1968, reminded all field dJ.v:Ls:Lons
that Ray had spent a considersble amount of money from April
23, 1967 until Aprll 4, 1968, and advised that a source for
these monies had not been determined. The Director ordered
- that photographs of Ray be displayed to appropriate witnesses
in unsolved bank robberies and bank bm:giaries. These efforts

and all others to date, with one exception, have proved

fruitless.
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“As a result of one of Huie's look aiticl_es, the
Bureaui did ascertain thst Ray had been employed at a
restairant in Wirmetka, Tllinois, for approximately eight
weeks. As a dishwasher and cook's. helper, Ray had received
checks totaling $664 from May 7, 1967 through June 25, 1967
(Sée'., List of known income, App A, Ex."5). This is the
only known source of income for Ray following his prisom
escape. - Rep_orts from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
4indicated no known robberies or burglaries which could be
.-comected with Ray, nor did Mexican authorities notify
the Bureau of any criminal activity which could be associ-
‘ated with Ray. The Bureau investigated the possibility
that R.ay participated in a bank robbery at Alton, Illinois,
in 1967, but it was established that he was not a partici-
pant. |
Ray related to author Huie that he robbed a food
' store in Canada, and that an individual named "Racul"
furnished hin funds o a contimuous basis for various
Lﬁ_ldertaldngs. ~ These matters were actively pursued by the
Bureau but have never been corroborated by them. Nor have
they been corroborated by private inquiries of writers and
 journalists. It is the Bureau's cpinion that Ray most likely
committed on a periodic basis several rob‘béries or_.burglaries

during this period in order to support himself. Ray's criminal
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background does lend credence to this theory.
‘The task -force-interviewed_. Ray's brother, Jerry
Ray (See, Interview of Jerry Ray, Decenber 20, 1976, App. -
B). He stated that to his knowledge family members did
' not provide James with any funds. Jerry admitted he met
 with his brorher‘two or three times chm.ng his employment
at‘the Wirmetka restaurant and advised that he, not ‘James,
paid for their eating and drinking expenses. Howevef, |
. when Jerry agaln saw ﬁis brother on his return from Canada
| in August; 1967,>'James did have some money because lt was
he who paid for their expenses which included a motel room.
Jerry added that James aiso gave him his car commenting
that he would purchase a more expensive car‘ in Alabama.
Jerry. stated he was unaware of where his brother had
obtained his money as weil as the armmt. of money he had -
‘at this time. | )
Accordingly, the sources for Ray's funds still

remain a mystery today.-
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4. Family Contacts =nd Assiscanee

- Our reviewof the £iles indicated that the FBI
; had no hard ev;dmce linking Ja:res Ray to any-cohspiracy
to kill Dr. King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau
apparently discounted the sig@ficmce qf any contact
' beﬁwe_en Ray and his‘family. As the Ckxi.bago case agent
toid ué, it is not wusual for a fugitive or a pérson
who has committed a given crime to be in touch with
family me:abers Wnile suchkcontact may render the actions
of the family member criminally liable, it is not generally
pursued absent some evidence of direct participation in the
crime.
- However, in light of the fact that a good deal
- of mystery still surrounds James Ray and the assassinationm,
.particularly" the means by which he .financed his 1life style
and travels, we concluded tﬁat on the basis of the infor-
mation which was 1jiicovered; the Bureau should have pursued
this line of the investigation more thoroughly.
The cormection of the Ray family to the crime against
Dr. King may hé\}e been nonexistent. 'Ihis does not alter the
fact, however, that the FBI discovered that the sibject of
the 1ai'gest manhunt in history had been aided in his fugitive
. status by at least one family merber. This and other facts
| suggestive of family assistance bééame clear as the Bureau's

investigation progressed.
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First, Sehn and Jerry Ray had sig‘*ii:'—icant COntacts
with James whlle he was in M‘J.SSOUII. State Pem.tentlary
(MSP) at Jefferson CJ.ty, MJ_SSOUJ’.‘J.. Jerry Ray,v:tsrted
James three or four times and had boxrowed money fram
James on at least one' occasion during Vhis confinement
| (f‘hicago 44-1144 stb G-17). John Ray VlSlted o attempted
to VlS.'Lt James Ray wh:Lle at MSP on at: least nine occasmns,
The last v151t took place on Apr:Ll 22, 1967, the day before
Ray escaped (HQ 44—338861—4503) The Bureau also ch.scovered
that while in prlson at MSP James Ray had a fellow inmate
‘ send a money order to a flctltl;us company (Albert J. Pepper
Stat:.onary Co ) in St LOU.'LS, Mlssourl. The money was sent
to the address of Carol Pepper _(_sister and bus:.n_es., partner
of John Ray) vhere she resided with her husband Albert.
James Ray had told the 'inmate who sent the inoney' that it was
a way of gett:tng money out of the prlson (HQ 44—38861—2614)

, Second, Jatres Earl Ray ‘was seen by several people in
koth the St. Ioms and Chicago areas dur:mg the perlod
:lmtedlately after h.'LS escape In St. Loua.s (where John
Ray was llvmg) two former inmates at MSP, stated that they

~ had seen James Ray on separate occas:Lons. One stated that
he had seen Ray three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas
CJ.ty, 44—760—786) The other saw Ray entern.ng a bank w1th

E J:urmle Owens and spoke brlefly w:.th Ray as they entered
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(HQ 44-38361-3483). In the Chicago area where Jerry Ray
was livin;g,. the Bureau discovered that James Ray had
 purchased a car on Jime 5, 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Sub D
Ex. 85) and had worked in Wirmetka, Illinois. Ray's
employers also t:’old‘ Bureau agents that James Ray had
received several calls from a man claiming to be Ray's
brother immediately prior to James' departure from his
job. They stated that these calls had a visibly disturbing
effect on James Ray (Chicago 44-1114 Sub G-37). Jerry
Raynes, father of the Ray brothers, told the FBI that he
overheard John' and Jerry méntion that James had been in
- Chicago during the summer of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508).

| Third, in California, the FBI discovered two facts
: T_ﬂhich.pointed toward possible contact between James Ray
and his brothers. Rlchard Gorizales who was a fellow
_student with Ray at the bartending school in los Angeles
told Bureau agents that Ray had told him upon completion
of the course thaﬁ he (Ray) was going to visit a brother
- in Birmingham for two weeks (HQ 44-38861-1233). . The FBI
also interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein.
She stated that for some time before March 17, 1968, (the
date when Ray left Los Angeles) James Ray had been stating
that he was in neéd of funds and was waiting for his brother

to send him some money.
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Fourth, :Lrough an informant the Bureau discoversd

that Jerry Ray may not have been entirely candid-with the

special agents during his several interviews.. The informant
' disclosed ﬁo Bureau ‘agents cn June 7, 1968_, that Jerry Ray
stated he had seen his brother (James) at least once at .a
~ pre-arranged meeting i:lace in St. Louis .shortly after his
escape. Jerry also allegedly stated to the informant that |
he had recognized the photograph -of Eric Starvo Galt as
being identical with his brother James prior to the time
the FBI had first contacted him in connection wifh the

assassination. He did not want to tell the FBI everything

he knew out of fear that James would be caught. (HQ 44-38861-
4594.) |
Correspondence recovered by the Bureau J_ndlcated

that Jerry may have heard from James in Canada in. June of

1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518). dJames Ray was in Canada

during April and May of 1968 prlor to: his departure for

London on <May 7, 1968 (HQ 44—38861—4595) . Itis also noted
that Jerry had earlier told agents that he had received mail’

- from James, while James was in prison, at Post Offlce Box 22
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Wheeling, Illinois (Chicago 44-1l4 Sub G-26).

- Finally, in November, i968 1t becane cl_ear that
Jemes Ray had béen in touch with his brother Jerry. Illinois
motox vehicle records showed thaf, on August 25, 1967 James
Ray (using the name of Jomn L. Réz-yns) transferred his 1962
Plymouth to Jerry (RO 44-38861-5413). This was during the
period when Jemes Ray was making his way frcm éanada to
: Bimingham, .Alabama. It has ccntinued to be a mystery
as to why éay went to Alabama, how he traveled there, and
where he obtained the several thousand dollars he had when
he arrived. | _

Thus, at least ore far'ru'.ly member, .Jerry,. had lied
to the FEI and had becare subject to federal criminal charges
foﬁ: .aiding a fugitive. He was never coﬁfmﬁted with these
facts bsr the Bureau. In the task force mtemew of Jerry
Ray, he confirmed the fact that he had lied to the Bureau and
had seen his brother James on several occasions.*/ jerrif
denied knming.anyﬂﬁ.ng Iabout James'® travels or i-:is source
of funds (Interview of Jerry Ray, Decerber 20, 1976, App. B).

However, the fask force found the credibility of Jerry's

 */ The task forte attempted to talk to James and John Ray
' but an interview was refused in both instances.

-105-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



éenials to be suspect. In 1..3:11: of this low credibil oy

and critical passage of time Wthh has allowed the statute

.of ln.mJ.t:atJ.cns to run, we concluded that the FBI abandoned
a s:.g:nif:.cmt oppormxu.ty t:o obtain answers frcm family:

members concerm.ng some of the important questlons about
James Earl Ray which st:Lll remain. '

D. Critfcal Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation

As this report reflects, there was a wealth of

' information in the files developed by the FBI murder
investigation. We have been able to dig up some additional

data. Only z small 'part of any of this .:i.nfo-rmtion has

.' ~ been made a matter of any officiai-'pub]ic' record. Some of
it ?as embodied in the -st.;ipulatiqn agreed to by-Ja'mes Earl
' Ray and judieially acknovledged in open court by him Grith
a stated reserva.uon as to a.greelng to the mrding indicating
a lack of a consp:.racy) Some emerged in Ray s post conv:u:tion

efforts to get a new trial. A quantity of the 'mofficial" |

evidentiary data and a grea.t deal of‘mls-mfomatmn.ms

gleaned by the news media and by ﬁ:::ofeésioml Wr:l.ters it
is understandable therefore that many suspicions have been
generated and, because of Justice Deparmt rules aga:fnst
disclosures of raw investigative files, have-'.gcne wianswered.
Flrst, the task force has concluded that the investi-
gation by the FBI to ascertain and capture the nmrderer of
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr ) was thoroughly, honestly

and successfully conducted We subm:.t that the mn.rmte
detalls compacted in this report amply support t.h.‘LS con-
c1us:.on _

At the very outset of the inirestigetion telegrams

went to all field offices of the Bureau mstruct_lng the
’ Spec1al Agents in Charge to ‘take personal supenn.smn of
the mvestlgatlon, to check out all leads in 24 hours, and
noting that they would be held personally responsmle.
- (HQ 44-38861-153). The files we reviewed show that this
directi\/.'e'uas ccinscientlously followjedl. - The Bureau sought .-
. first to identify and locate the murderer usmg the obvious
leads They 'ddecked out aliases, ' tracked the traces left
| bunder the Galt alias, and used the known fmcerprmts from
| the murder weapon and the oontents of the blue z:Lpper bag
1eft on South Maln Street to elmmate SUspects This
’backtrackmg ended in Atlanta At thls point the Bureau
initiated a check of the crime site fingerprints against
the white male "wanted fugitive' pr:Lnt file. Th:Ls produced ,
the almost ''instant' discovery that the wanted man, Galt,
was James Earl Ray, an escapee from Missouri State Prlson.
In fact the "instant' discovery was a tedious hand search
started in a file of some 20,000 prints That it took only

two hours to make a match is said by the Bureau experts to
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be largely sheer luck; it could have taken days. .-We
accept the a:plematmn that the fmgefrprmt search was .a
normal next resort after normal lead procedures- were

exbsted. v | - o I, :
Second, the task force views the evidence pointing
' to the guilt of James Earl Ray as the man who purchased
the mmder gun and who f1_red the fatal shot to be conclu.éitre.
| . It was possible 'f.or the task force to create a well .
docmnented hJ.story of Jamcs Earl Ray from the mnent of
his escape to hlS capture in England, using the investlgation
reports in the FBI files and to _corroborate and £i11 in

‘essential details with Ray's own statements .(admissions)

1n his..lletters to author William Bradford Huie. From this
chronology, frcm the laboratory proof, and frcm Ray's
judieial a::"missions it was cc:ncluded that he was the assassin,_
and that he acted alone. We saw no ‘credible evidence pro-
:bative of the poscibility -that Ray and émy‘_ co~conspirator
were t:ogethef at the scene of the assassination. Ray's
assertions that someone else pulled the trigger are so
: pat'entljr self—serving and éo varied as to be wholly mbeliev—
| able. They become, in fact, a part of the. em.dmce of his
guilt by self-refutation. | .
. Third, we found that conspiracy leads .(iig@a_ Ray's

versions) had been cons'_cientiously TUn dmmby the FBI even
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. though they had no possible relatiod' to Ray's st'ories
or to the known facts 'I‘he results were negatlve ;

We found no ev:Ldence of any corrp11c1ty on the part o
of the Memphis Pol:Lce Department or of the FBI.

We aclmcwledge that prooi: of the negatlve i.e.,
proof that others were not involved, is here as elusive
and difficult as it has wniversally been in criminal law.
But the sum of all of the ev.i'.dencevof Ray's guilt points:
to him so exclusively that 1t most e.ffectlvely nakes the
point that no one else was mvolved Of course, someone
oould conce:Lvably have provided him w1th loglstz.cs, or
even paid him to coum'.t the crime However we have
- found no coupetent evidence upon which to base such a

A Fourth, it is true that the task force wnearthed

| some new data - data, which answers some pereister1t' questions’
and Wthh the FBI dld ot seek. But the Bureaulcmcentrated
von the pr:an:Lpal in the case and much was not considered
1mportant to h:.s dlscovery and apprehms:.on We fmd no
d:.s’mnesty m th:.s A lead suggestmg that one or both
of James Earl Ray s brothers were in contact w:Lth hJ.m after,
and :Ln aid of, h:Ls escape in 1967 from the MlSSOUIl State
Prlson, and before the murder of Dr Klng, ‘was not followed
| It was not unearthed until after Ray S captu.re :Ln England

on June 8, 1968; it was then apparently deemed a lead made

-109- |
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ISterile by“siiperveni.ng Ievent-s. By hmds:.ght the tes'k‘
force believes Jerry and John Ray‘.cou]-.d have been
(.ffectlvely interrogated ﬁ:rther to learn thelr knowledge
if any, of James Earl Ray's plans his f:.nances and whether
they helped him after K'Lng s death.
Finally, the task force observeo instances of FBI

headquarter's reluctance to Drow_de the Civil R:Lghts

Division and the Attorney General W’.Lth tmelv reports on

the course of the murder investigation. For example,

early in the 1nvest1gatlon in a reactlon to a -press report

-of Attorney General Clark' expectation of makmg a progress

report to the nation, FBI~D1rector Hoover wrote: 'We are
ot going to make any progress"repor'tsl" (HQ 44-38861-1061) .
' The Bu:r:eau files reflect a significant degree of

disdain for the supervisory respons:Lb:Ll:Ltles of the Attorney

]'General and the. operating D1v131ons ‘of the Department : For
‘example, the Attorney Géneral authorized th'e institution of
o prosecutive action ‘aga:i.nst the suspect "Galt" (Birmingham

44-1740-1005) .

But then, apparently without further consul-
tation with the Attorney General or the Civii fights
Division, theﬂBureau’ prepsred and filed a'criminal complaint.-
The ‘Bureau selected Birmingham as the verue in which to’
“file the complaint in preferehce to Menphls because the

Bureau “'could not rely on the U.S. Attorney at Memphis"
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and "would lose control of the s:.tuatlon" (HQ 44- 38861 -1555).
The Bureau scenario called for then ad\rls:mg the Attorney
General "that c1rcumstances have requlred ‘the action taken"
(Q 44-38861-1555). o |

We submit that in thlS sens:.tlve case the Depart:nental
offic1als in Washington should have been consulted.

As another example, at the extradition stage of the
case, marked discourtesy was exhibite& to the Attorhey
General and to Assistant Attorne}; General Fred Vinson. In
a telephone discussion with the Attorney General who
complained of being 'kept in the de.rk”, an Assistant to
.the Director accused the Attorney Gel'xeral of falsifications --
ahd "mmg up the phone'’. Again, when Assistant Attorney
General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the
extradition of James Earl Ray, the legal Attache was ordered
to be "diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no
circumstances should Vinson be allowed to push our personnel
around'' (HQ 44-38861-4447).

The task force views this lack of coordination and
coooeration as highly improper. The Attorneyxceneral and
the Division of the Department having prosecutorial
responsibility for an offense being investigated should be

kept fully abreast of developments The resoons1ble
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Division, moreover, should havéétifficie{nt.: coﬁtrol of the

Bureau's investigations to irisure that tﬁé leéél necessities

of pleéding and _pré‘of are met A o |
In fairness to the Bureau it has _td. be 6bserved

that it is the obligation of the Department to insist on

these perogatives. We do not think it effectiveiy did so

in the King murder case.
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