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Identifytng D^a

37219

Transcripts of wiretapped telephone conversations concerning Hunter Pitts O'DellRelated Individuals, 
Organizations, _ 
Pnblicahons, etc. 
to Be Srarcllrd; if 
Record Contained in 
Fie(t) of Yonr 
Office’. File(t) 
Must Be Preserved

Action Number 78-3612, U.S. Court of AppaaP, Ninth Circuit (1980)
Documents regarding an arrangement in the case, United States

James E. Ray
V. U.S. Department of Justice 
(U.S.e.C. , MD. TN.)
Civil Action Number 3-86-037^

Platnttff's Address: #65477 
Station A 
Nashville
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<OPTHNAU. FORM NO, 10 50^0-107-0?
t'^J|M*» no? eoitkm 

,GSA «EN. REG. NO. V

* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO :LEGAT, MEXICO (173-1EW) date: 4-9-68

from :SA JOHN J. FOARDE, JR. (P)

subject:: UNKNOWN-SUBJECT;
ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER>KNG, JR
APRIL 4, 1968, 
MEMHIS', TENNESSEE 
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT, 1964

On 4-8-68, at approximately 9:30 p.m., WINSTON M. 
SCOTT, local CIA Station Chief, called the writer to advise 
that he had just received word that a suspect had been deveOoped 
who was either aleeady In Mexico City or would soon arrive by 
plane. He stated that he would be able to -furnish additional 
details within the hour. ,

At ap?roximatel>i0:00 p.m., same date, SCOTT advised 
that.CLAJDEMCgESTERU^  ̂ a the M^oCity
Internatoonal Airport, having arrived earlier loom Honduras, 
and was scheduledzto depart on Pan American Airways (PAA) for 
Houston at 11:00 pm. He stat^that MC LAREN was the bearer 
of United States passport and was born 9-12-36 in
Texas. He stated that his sources at the air-port had advised 
that MC LAREN bor-e a striking resemblance to -the sketches which 
had been circuited of Unsub, and that he was also behaving 
in a very nervous manner whhle wartdng for his flight to depart. 
SCOT’T was able to give no further descriptive information or 
details as t:o why MC LAREN was considered a suspect.

SA ’RICHARD S. CLARK determined from PAA that the 
only flight to Houston during the late evening on 4-8-68 was 
Flight No. 502 scheduled for departure at 10:20_p.m., and t 
arrival in Houston at Midnight. All of this -inOormatoon was 
relayed to ASAC KARL V. HETHERINGTON, Houston, who stated that 
his office had no inormation to support t;he suggestion that 
MC LAREN might. be a logical suspect. He ^tMttal? he would 
contact the Memmhis Office and take whatever act-ion thereafter^ 
seemed appropriate. , A
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■ MEX 173-NEW

x At 1:30 am. on 4-9-68, ASAC HETHERINGTON advised
.that MC LAR^^aA no* been Identified among the passengers on 
??cjming PAA Fight 502 and that, according to the pitot, Captain 
W?*?/ MCIAREO had not . been permit-edd to depart toom Mexico 
Cty by Mexican authorities. HETIffiRINGOON also quoted Captain 
WHTE as stating that MC LAREO had been ticketed to Honduras ' 
from New Orleans on PAA on 3-30-68. WHITE had apparently 
brought with him a photograph taken of MC LAREO tn Mexico City 
which, according to HETHERINGTON, did correspond very closely 
to the sketches which have been circulated depicting Unsub.

ASA.C HEGHERINGOON stated that a. teletype had just 
been received -indicating that Hl domestic Offices were to 
tnstiMtej ■invtstigltrnss to identify and locate one haRvEy 
,LOWMYER or LOWMYER t who is described as about 5’8"., in his 
3a1y,30’s’ wthL^wn^haT and eyes. It has been determined,
according to,HETHERINGTON, that the murder weapon was purchased 
in Birmnggham, Alabama-, -on 3-29-68 or 3-30-68. It -is believed 
that the individual named in the teletype is'the person 
•i?™1^.:in the Purchase of the weapon, hltrough HEGHE;RINGOON 
did not have sufficient details in the ttletypt instructrons ...
:to conclusively establish this. <

On 4-9-68, Mr-. SCOTT advised that he had checked with 
his sources at the airport and was told that, as far as they 
could deterritt, MC LAREN did leave Mexico City on the PAA 
f^ght and this •dtttraithtOon, according to SCOTT, was based on 
the fact that his name was on the aaat^est and that he had been 
seen boarding the plane.

* SA CLARK has been in contact with Lic. JORGE VAZQIESZ 
ROBIES of Nobernacion, who had tssettially the same :inrorratiot *^>

■furnsseed by SCOTT and no iLnrorahti•ot to contradict the story -
that MC IAREN did depart as scheduled on the PAA fight. J

The Noon edition of "Ultimas Noticias'' carries a 
story itdiclttng that a suspect named JOHN WILIIA»«) has been 
developed and W he is "suspected" 'of being^n Mexico. The 
story also refers again to eallitr press accounts that the 
Mexican Government is watching the border in an effort to bar 
Unsub if he should attempt to enter Mexico. Radio VIP, at

- 2 - . ’ ' '
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. MEX 173-EEW

H8"0 ’•■• on 4-8-68, in connectim with-ms story, statcd that Mexican officials had explained that this action was 
voluntary on their part and not in response to any request 
loom U.S. agencies.

An effort Is being made through direct contact with 
PAA to establish whether MC LAUREN did, in fact, depart Mexico 
on the flight In question.

- 3 -
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SEARCHED

negra sobre una camisa blcm- 
ca. En el retailo hablado que 
ha reahzado Joubert, han si- 
do sintetizados los caracteees 
fundamenlales del asesino: de 
un tndividuo agresivo, violen- 
lo y anormal.

Basado en los dales divulgados por el FBI sobre la_aes- 
cripcion del asesmo de Martin Luther King, el dibujante 
Sergio Janbe.it, de la Jefaiura de Pohcia del Distrito Fe­
deral, realize, un reirato hablado -en la foto- en el 
que deBteca los caracteres fundamenlales del asesmo; 

un individuo agresivo, violento y anormal.
SERALLlEED—TiJ^D-?

APkO 1965
LEGAL ATTACHE- MEIXC

(VIENNE EE LA PAGINIA TRES)

de.pelo negro, corto y peina-- 
do hacia atras, con mandibu- 
la cuadrada y nariz punti- 
aguda".

Se ha dicho que el asesino 
llevaba iraje oscuro y corbata

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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9 April 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR : Mi. John Foarde, Legal Attache

FROM : Winston M. Scott '

SUBJECT : Claude Chester McLaren Jr.

1. Subject arrived in Mexico City aboard TAM airlines from Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras on 8 April 1968 enroute to Houston, Texas. Since his appear­
ance was similar to a publihhed artist's sketch of the aieeged assassin 
of Mriin Luther King, Mexican police officials made candid photographs 
of subject (one copy of two posies is enclosed). They also determined 
that he was scheduled to depart on flight 502, Pan American Airiness 
for Houston, Texas, at 2215 hours on 8 April 1968. Subject departed 
on this Hight occupying seat number 41.

2. Subject’s address in the United States is 5405>_ Wichita Street, 
Fort Worth, Texas. He carried US passport issued 29 January
1963. Reportedly, he works for C.A. MAQUINAR’AS>,Mara<caijr, Venezuela. 
His passport containss a stamp indicating that he entered Tegucigalpa 
on 30 March 1968.

3. Also enclosed for your use in any investigation its a Xerox copy 
of the artist's sketch and newspaper article.

Orig to addressee
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FD36 CRe^^W

Transmit the following in.

FBI

Date: 4/9/68

______________ CODE
(Type inplaintext or code)

Via_ CABLE 

NO BY

CIVIL RIGHT'S SECTION E

(Priority)

PAREN

CLAUDE CHESTER MC L

ROUTINE

EN, JR, INFORMATION CONCERNNNG PAREN

SUBJECT, WHITE MALE AMERICAN, BORN SEPTEMBER ONE TWO, ONE ’NINE

TEXAS, BEARER OF U. S. PASSPORT

APRIL EIGHT

ARRIVED MEXICO CITY FROM TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS, ON

LAST, EN ROUTE T'O HOUSTON,, TEXAS. -POLICE AT ARRPORT
NOTED CLOSE RESEMBLANCE TO SKETCHES PREPARED BY LOCAL POLICE ARTIST$

OF UNSUB JEN SLAYING OF REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., AT MEMPHIS

TENNESSEE, APRIL FOUR LAST. POLICE QUESTIONED SUBJECT AND PHOTO-

GRAPHED HIM AFTER WHICH HE DEPARTED ON PAN AMERICAN FLIGHT FIVE

ZERO TWO FOR HOUSTON WITH ARRIVAL SCHEDULED SHORTLY BEFORE MIDNIGHT

APRIL EIGHT LAST

PLANE PILOT, CAPT. WHITE, ADVISED HOUSTON AGENTS HE BELIEVED

SUBJECT WAS PREVENTED FROM BOARDING FLIGHT BY MEXICAN POLICE

WHITE STATED APRIL NINE INSTANT, HOWEVER, THIS WAS ASSUMPTION ON

HIS PART SINCE FLIGHT NOT DELAYED BY QUESTIONNNG OF SUBJECT

SUBJECT GAVE U. S. ADDRESS AS FIVE FOUR ZERO FIVE WICHITA STREET

173-neW (MARTIN LUTHER KING) 
JJF:bs

Approved , Per

SERIALISE
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FO-36 (gert-SfeMO

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

MEX 173-0
PAGE TWO

FORT WORTH, TEXAS, AND EMPLOYMENT AS C. A. MAQUINARAAS, MARACAIBO, 

VENEZUELA. PILOT STATED SUBJECT WAS TICKETED ON FLIGHT F'ROM NEW 

ORLEANS TO HONDURAS ON MARCH THREE ZERO LAST AND PASSPORT INDICATES 

ENTRY AT TEGUCIGALPA THAT DATE.

AVAILABLE INFORMATION INDICATES ONLY BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION 

AS SUSPECT BY MEXICAN POlICE IS LIKENESS TO POLICE SKETCH AND QUOTE 

VERY NERVOUS MANNER UNQUOTE DESCRIBED BY POLICE DURING SUBJECT’S 

WAIT AT AIRPORT.

FURNISHED FOR COMPLETION OF BUREAU FILES SINCE HOUSTON WAS 

ALERTED DIRECTLY AND IN .EVENT SUBJECT’S ACTIVITIES MAY BE OF 

INTEREST IN CURRENT INVESTIGATOON CONCERNNNG KING .ASSASSINATION. 

NO FURTHER ACTION BEING TAKEN AT MEXICO CITY, UACB.

Special Agent in Charge
M Per.
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FD^H(Rev. 12-13-56)

Transmit the following in

Via CABLE

NO

MURKIN

FBI

Date:: 4/11/68
CODE

(Type in plain text or code)

ROUTINE
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

REBUCAB APRIL ONE

RE CLAUDE CHESTER

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MC LAREN FORWARDED BY/AIIMAIL APRIL ONE ONE

INSTANT TO BIJMilGHAAM AND MEMPHIS. AIRTEL FOLLOWS IN COURIER

POUCH LEAVING MEXICO CITY APRIL ONE FOUR NEXT

173-1
JJFtbsz 
(2)^/

Approved:-------!LEk±<itt:
Special Agent in
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4/11/68

HHTB

TO: Director, FBI

FROM: m«gat, Mexico (173-1) (p) 

SUBJECT: BUMIIN

RE: CLAUDK CHRST1PI McLA#1N, JR.

Inclosed, as of possible interest to the Bureau, are two 
copies each of two photographs taken of McUHOr at the Mexico City 
International Airport on 4/8/68 and two copies of the sketch by a 
local police artist.

ReBucab 4/10/68.
As instated, six copi.es of each pose of BcLARIN and six 

copies of the sketch were forwarded by aimai to the Birmlggar 
and Memphis Offices before noon on 4/11/68. Since Bexical postal 
facilities are dosing down for a holiday week end at noon, 4/11/68, 
identical sets are being forwarded in envelopes bearing Wilted States 
ABSD postage by the pilot of Pan American Flight 502 to Houston, 
Texas, where he will place ther in the United States rials at approxi­
mately 12:15 a.m, 4/12/68.

For the Bureau’s information, the local police artist who 
prepared the sketch in qwation is SERGIO c. JAUBKRT, who serves the 
Betrop>liaan Police and the Juddcial Police of the District and 
Territorees in Bxico. He has not been in direct contact with this 
office and has, accordnng to police sources, rtlted corrpeeely on 
press accounts concerning tie appearance of UNSUB.

4 - Bureau (1ncs. 6)
(1 - Liasson Section)

/1)- Belco City 
jjF:bs

INDISID..../SEMOItD..

S1CIALIZE9
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MEX 173-1

For the Bureau’s further information, the Mexico City press 
has given broad coverage to this ca.se and, in recent editions, has 
given particular attention to It he reported account of ROLANDO VELOZ, 
affilitted with the Mexican Consulate in Mesphhs, Tennessee, which 
deals with a tourist permit issued on 4/3/68 to a pan givnng the 
nape JOHN SCOTT CANDRIAN, 1339 Weesern Avenue, Chicago, Hinoois. 
VELOZ is quoted as saying that the pan bore a "striking resemblance" 
to the description of UNSUB broadcast by authorities and that the pan 
stated he would enter Mexico approximaaely 4/13/68 and ineended to 
visit the Mexican seaport of Martian, Sinaloa. VCCTOR MANUEL GUERRO, 
Sinaloa Statue Attorney, is quoted in 4/11/68 editonns as statnng that 
he has called in some 24 investigators to look for UNSUB.

- 2 -
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April 11, 1968

TO: Mr. Joseph H. Gamble RE: MURKIN
Mr. Rotert G. Jensen

Dear Sir:

Endued for each recipient ar-eiix copl.es each 
of two photographs of CLAUDE CHESTER McLAREN, JR., tales 
at .Mexico City Internatooiuil Airport on/4/8/68 and six copies 
of a sketch prepared by a local police artist based on press 
accounts of the descriptoon of UNSUB. These being forwarded 
to show to Witnesses as instruceed in Bucab 4/10/68.

Very truly yours,

NATHAN L. FERRIS 
Legal Attache

173-1
JRV

NOTE: These copies being sent by Pan Am pilot to mail in 
United States since Mexican postal facilities will 
be totally closed down or very slow during holiday 
week end.
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TO: Mr. Joseph H. Gamble 
Mr. Robert G. Jensen

April 11, 1968

RE: MURKIER

Dear Sir;

Enclosed for each recipient are six copies each 
of two photographs of CLAUDE CHESTERt McLAREN, JR., taken 
at Mexico City Internatoonal Airport on 4/8/68 and copi.es 
of a sketch prepared by a local police artist based on press 
accounts of the description of UNSUB. These being forwarded 
to show to witnesses as instruceed in Bucab 4/10/68,

Very truly yours, 
a i ft 

NATEAN L. FERRIES 
Legal Attache

173-1
JJF:bs ,
(3) ^V
NOTE: These copies being sent by airmail before Mexican 

postal facilltees dose for holiday week end.
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$dT (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

PRIORITY

Radio □ Teletype

FROM

LEGAT, MEXICO) DATE SENT 4-10-68
WASHINGTON/D.C DATE RECEIVED 4-11-68
107 TIME RECEIVED 9:05/M

MURKIN

THE FOLLOWING IS SET FORTH FOR INFORMATION OF LEGATS IN 

OTTAWA AND MEXICO CITY AND SHOULD BE MAINTANNED IN STRICTEST 

CONFIDENCE: ,

MURKIN IS THE CODE NAME FOR THE CASE INVOLVNNG THE 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., ON APRIL 4, 1968, IN MEMPHIS, 

TENNESSEE. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SHOOING A WHITE MALE WAS SEEN 

FLEENNG FROM! FLOPHOUSE FROM WHICH SHOT WAS FIRED AT WHICH TIME 

HE ABANDONED A NUMBER OF ITEMS WRAPPED IN A CLOTH APPEARING TO 

BE A CHEAP BEDSPREAD. THESE ITEMS WERE A REMINGTON THIRTY OUGHT 

SIX PUMP RIFLE, A GUN BOX IN WHICH THE RIFLE WAS CONTAINED, AND 

A BLUE ZIPPER OVERNIGHT BAG (CONTAINING A NUMBER OF DRUG ITEMS, 

TOILETRIES, TEE SHIRT AND SHORTS AND OTHER ITEMS INCLUDING A 

PAIR OF BINOCULASS AND A BOX FOR THE BINOCULARS.

INVESTIGATINN HAS DNTNAMINED THAT AN INDIVIDUAL USING 
THE NAME HARVE:Y LO>WMY_NA PUACHASE:E A RIFLE FROM THE AERO MARINE 

SUPPLY COMPANY, BIPMI^GHAM, ALABAMA ON MARCH 29, 1968_ANDT1S-I -

If the intrliigenCe contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau, it 'I 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.

SEARCHED).
SNR1AUNDD.

WED, 
ILED_

suggesAffe^tWfflffiy 
LEG^NG(AL^ ATTACHE. MNX;CQ
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INDICATE HE WANTED TO USE IT ON A HUNTING TRIP TO WISCONSIN. HE 

HAD THE RIFLE FITTED WITHX A REDFIELD TELESCOPIC SIGHT. HE RETURN­

ED ON MARCH 30, 1968 AND EXCHANGED IT FOR A THIRTY OUGHT SIX 

CALIBER RIFLE. THIS SECOND RIFLE WAS RECOVERED IN MEMPHIS IMMEDIATE­

LY AFTER THE SHOOTING OF KING.

LOWMYER IS GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, 36 YEARS 

OLD, 5 FEET 8 INCHES TALL, 150 TO 160 POUNDS, BLACK OR DARK BROWN 

HAIR. COPIES OF ARTISTS CONCEPTION BEING SENT AIR MAIL.

THIS INVESTIGATONN IS GETT^G TOP PRIORITY ATTENTOON AND 

ANY INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE BUREAU DEVELOPED SHOULD BE 

IMMEDIATELY FORWARDED TO THE BUREAU. OTTAWA ADVISED.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-55)

DECODED COPY

□ Radio 1 1 O Teletype
..'i

/ t 1 r r cjj ’. 1 i 7

1 * r -• ■, ■ 7 ? . . . i ; .7: r;,

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DECODED COPY

PRIORITY

□ Radio □ Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO DATE SENT: 4-10-68

FROM: WASHNNGTON, D.C. DATE RECEIVED: 4-11-68
NO: 108 BY: DAH TIME RECEIVED: 9:2AAM

MARKIN. Z

• RE CLAUDE CHESTER MC jArEN, JR.

REURTEL APRIL 9 LAST.

YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS AS TAKEN BY 

POLICE OF SUBJECT MC LAREN AND FURNISH BHWNGHAM AND MEMPHIS TO 

DISPLAY TO APPROPRIATE PERSONS. COPIES OF YOUR WIRE APRIL 9 

LAST FURNISHED BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS BY AIR MAIL.

SEARCHED 
SERALJEDD

APR111968

If the intelligence contained! in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau,, it is suggested 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.

SaftaMy
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FD>-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

immediate

□ Radio □Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO DATE SENT: 4-11-68

FROM: WASHINGTON, D.C. DATE RECEIVED: 4-11-68

NO: 110 BY: DAH TIME RECEIVED: 11:5.5PM

MURK UN.

REBUTELCALL INSTANT. .

EXpAND CHECK TO COVER ALL MALES ON ANY FLIGHTS OUT OF 

ATLANTA TO MEXICO) CITY COVERING THE PERIOD APRIL 5, LAST, TO , 
DATE.

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 ^ JOi0*l7M?

MAY 1962 ED-TTONM
GSA GEN. REG. NO.'# 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : Lega it, Mexico (173-1) , date: 4/12/68

FROM : SA JOHN J. FOARDE, JR.

subject: MURKIN

At approximately 11:45 /.m., 4/12/68, SAC JAMES COLE, 
San Antonio, called to furnish information from a Bureau tele­
type concerning ERIC STARVO GALT. He said the -teleyype states 
that it has been establiheed that GALT was in Memphis on 
4/4/68!, renortedly driving a/966 white Mustang with Alabama 
lClenil IBM. The Bureau has instruded that GALT be located 
and quesTmedrin captioned matter and that San Antonio place 
stops at the Mexican border, which has been done.

GALT, accordnng to his driver's Hennse, is described 
as a white mile, 5' 11", 175 lbs., blue eyes, brown hair, born 
7/20/31. The car is described as a 1966 white hardtop Mustang, 
VIN 6T07C190647. ,

COLE stated that Injector J. A. SULLIVAN had called 
him from Memphis to advise that the above car had been recovered 
on 4/11/68 by Agents in Atlanta and that there were t;wo Mexican 
tourist stickers on it. The stickers gave tie date October 1967 
and folio #H294486, indicating that the car had been processed 
by Aduana at Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas. COLE stated that a check 
had been made at Nuevo Laredo which eitailiseed that GALT, using 
his true name and in -the above car, ,had crossed the border on 
10/7/^67. He had -tourist car'd FM-5, and liseed his
address as 2608 Highland, BiLma0gghm!l7ffl®. He stated he 
was single and employed in Birmnngham, Alabama, and that 'his 
destination was Mexico City.

COLE stated that Inspector SULLIVAN asked him to call 
this office to determine whether any in0orrttioo could be 
developed here as to where GALT went or what he did while in 
Mexico and when he left Mexico. COLE said Memphis has iniornt- 
tion that GALT was in Los Angeles during November 1967.

COLE was told that all possible efforts would be made 
to obtain this inOorrttioo but that expereence in past cases ha 
shown that it its extremely difficult to locate records of depar 
tures foom Mexico -in view of the manner in which Mexican Immgr 
toon and Customs records are fieed. /7XL- /D

JJF:bs 
(1)

SEARCHED

Buy US. Savings Bond Regularly on h Payroll Savings Plan

APR! 2 1968
LEGAL ATTACHE ■ ME
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FD-36(Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI

Transmit the following in CODE

Date: 4/12/68

(Type in plain text or code)

Via cable PRIORITY

MURKIN

RE WILLARD BO

BY

IN DASH

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

PUERTO VALLARTA ALLEGATION

REBUTEL CALL APRIL ONE ONE LAST

WILLARD BOYKIN, NEGRO MALE AMERICAN, EMPLOYEE OF SEARCHERS

INVESTIGATORS COMPANY, NINE EIGHT ONE SOUTHWESTERN AVENUE, LOS

ANGELES CALIFORNIA, INTERVENED AT GUADALAJARA, JALISCO, APRIL

ONE TWO INSTANT. HE WAS GUEST AT FOUR WINDS HOTEL, PUERTO VALLAITA

JALISCO AND DEPARTED AT ABOUT FIVE TWO ZERO P.M., APRIL ONE ONE

LAST. DURING TRIP TO AIRPORT TAXI DRIVER TOLD HIM THAT MANAGER OF

FOUR WINDS HAD STATED THAT INDIVIDUAL WHO MURDERED REV. KING HAD

SPENT THE PREVIOUS NIGHT IN THAT HOTEL. BOYKIN HAD NO OTHER DETAILS

BUT GAVE DESCRIPTION OF CAB, DRIVER. HE DID NOT KNOW NAMES OF CAB

DRIVER OR HOTEL MANAGER

INVESTIGATIVE UFFOR1ANT BEING DISPATCHED FROM GUADALAJARA TO

PUERTO VALLARTA TO IDENTIFY AND I NT ERVEN CAB 'DRIVER AND HOTEL

ANY OTHER APPROPRIATE I NV

WILL BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED TO BUREAU. (&)
MANAGER AND HANDLE ESTIGATION. RESULTS

173-1
JJF:bs

Approved:
\r .Special Agent in.^g^je
Xerry made^ 1ft o ^IWffar

Sent
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no163__BY_^0__„_.!P2)_

MURKIN. '

RE ATLANTA DASH MEXICO CITY -FLIGHTS.

REBUTEL CALL APRIL ONE ONE LAST.

AIRLINE OFFICIALS, MEXICO CITY, ADVISE EASTE 

MERCIAL AIRLINE WITH FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA TO ME 

ONE FLIGHT EACH WEEK, ON SATURDAY. MANIFEST FOR 

ONE FIVE FOR APRIL SIX LAST SHOWS NINE THREE PAS 
of RemainIn 

ORLEANS WITH FOUR TWO FEMALES AND TWO ONE^MALES 

IN FAMILY GROUPS. MANIFEST DOES NOT IDENTIFY TH

IN ATLANTA BUT OFFICIALS STATE THIS DATA SHOULD 

CHECK LIST OF EASTERN IN ATI.AWA WHICH MUST BE R 

DAYS. FLIGHT LEAVES ATLANTA ONE ONE ONE ZERO A. 

MEXICO CIT'Y TWO TWO SIX P.M. U

REVIEW OF MEXICAN IMMIGRATION RECORDS AT AI 

SEVEN PASSENGERS ARRIVED ON EASTERN FLIGHT APRIL 

TOURIST CARD»S ISSUED BY EASTERN AT ATLANTA. THE 

RICHARD ANDRICH, AGE TWO EIGHT, BORN YOUNGSTOWN, 

ADDRESS THREE THREE NINE NINE BUFORD HIGHWAY, AP 

J*8 companS^ J

(2) x6
:.ji1sl^S&.2L=:2:

ERIN IS ONLY COM­

EXICO CITY AND ONLY 

.EASTERN FLIGHT NINE
LEFT

SEVERS FROM NEW 
G
APPARENTLY TRAVELING

OSE WHO BOARDED FLIC

BE ON PASSENGER 

ETAINED THREE ZERO 

M. AND ARRIVES

RPORT HERE SHOWS

SIX LAST WITH

Y ARE: DENNIS 

OHIO, BACHELOR,

ARTMENT L DASH SIX,

.7.1

SLNCsEX-----------  -------
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FD36 (Rey. 5.22.64)

Via

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in

(Priority)

MEX 173-1
PAGE TWO

ATLANTA, SALESMAN; PORTER CLAXTON RAGSDALE, AGE TWO FIVE, BORN 

.ATLANTA, BACHELOR, SAME ADDRESS-AS ANDRICH, TEACHER; HOWARD LEE 

SMITH, AGE TWO SEVEN, BORN BOONEVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, MARRIED, ADDRESS 

ONE THREE ZERO ZERO BUENA VISTA ROAD, ATLANTA, SALESMAN; GEORGE 

WILLIAM TOSS, AGE THREE ZERO, BORN ATLANTA, BACHELOR, SAME ADDRESS 

AS SMITH, TEACHER; ERNEST JEFFERSON CARNEY AND mf ^^ mm, 

AGES FOUR NINE AND ONE FOUR, BORN FLOYD CITY AND ROME, GEORGIA, 

RESPECTIVELY, ADDRESS ONE ONE EAST LAKE SHORE DRIVE, ROME, GEORGIA, 
ERNEST -IS WIEDOWErX

SEVENTH CARD ISSUED ATLANTA TO LIDE LEE ATKINS HOSKINS, AGE 

FIVE ZERO, HOUSEWIFE, ADDRESS -NINE ZERO EIGHT ISKAGNA .’DRIVE, 

KNOXJLLE, TENN. FIVE CARDS WERE ISSUED BY EASTERN AT NAUHVILLE, 

TENN., ON APRIL FOUR LAST TO FAMILY GROUPS AND TWO CARDS AT 

MONTGOMERY, ALA., ON APRIL SIX LAST TO HUSBAND AND WIFE. REMAINDER 

OF CARDS ISSUED NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, AND NEW ORLEANS, THE OTHER 

STOPS ON FLIGHT.^

NAMES OF ERIC STARVrO GALT, HARVEY LOWMYER, J. WAAL IS VERNON, 

OR JOHN WILLARD DO NOT APPEAR ON MANIFEST OR TN 'IMMIGRATION RECORDS 

- FOR THIS FLIGHT . NAMES OF CRH MEMBERS NOT AVAILABLE TN EASTERN 

cofent-a

Approved::---------------------------------------------- Sent-------------------------M Per----------------------------
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FO-36 (Rev., 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

FB I
Date:

(Type in plUntextorcode)

(Priority)

MEX 173-1 
PAGE THREE

CANVASS OF LOGICAL HOTELS AND OTHER TOURIST AREAS BEING CON­

DUCTED BY SOURCES FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING REPORTED OCTOBER ONE 

NINE SIX SEVEN VISIT OF GALT OR ANY INDICATIONS OF CURRENT PRESENCE 

IN MEXICO CITY. LOCAL AGENCIES TO BE CHECKED FOR ANY RECORD OF HIS 

DEPARTURE AFTER ONE NINE SIX SEVEN VISIT BUT THESE AGENCIES NOW 
COMPLETELY SHUT DOWN OR MANNED BY SKELTON STAFF’S DURING HOLIDAY 

WEEK END. BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED OF PERTINEW 

DEVELOPMENTS. X/

Approved:---------------------------------------------- Sent---------------------------- M Per----------------------------
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.OPTONAJ. FORM NO, 10 .KHO-W-H
MAY Utt EPITOH 
gsa Genl res. no. 17 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
TO : Legat, Mexico (173-1) date: 4/12/68

FROM : SA JOHN J. FOARDE, JR.

subject; MURKIN

On 4/11/68 at 8:13 p.m., E. J. McDONOUGH of the Civil 
Rights Section at the Bureau called the writer to advise that 
:the Bureau wanted flights fOom Atlanta, Georgia, to Mexico City 
checked Xoom 4/5/68 to date for the foioowlng names:

ERIC STARVO GA1T, or GAULT;

HARVEY LOWmYER1 / >

J. WALLIS VERNON, aka Jerome Vernon;

JOHN WILLARD.

Mr. MclONOUGH stated that ail variatonss of these 
names should be checked on any passenger lists for the flights 
in question.

Section Chief CLEM McGOWAN then came on the line to 
request that one WILLARD BOYIN, who was located at the Hilton 
Hood jin Guadalajara, be intevviowed because he had reported to 
his employerin Los Angeles that a tourist guide stated to him 
that the individual who kiieed the Rev. KING was at the Four Winds 
Hooel in 'Puerto Vallarta. McGOWAN stated that this informatoon 
had just been received by teeetype from Los Angeles and that any 
logical subsequent leads should be foiowwed.

The information received from McGOWAN was fur.nsheed 
to SA ROBERT J. OGLESBY, JR, at approximately 11:00 p.m., 
4/11/68, and he stated that he would take immediate steps to 
arrange an interveew with BOYIN.

By cable, 4/11/68, the Bureau instructed that the 
check of passenger lists be expanded to cover H-l males on any 
flights out of Atlanta to Mexico City covering the period 
4/5/68 to date.

SEARCHED. 
SERIALIZED

INODCED 
FILED/;

. Buy US. Sav/ngs Bond Regularly on Z^ Payroll Savi^igsPian

APR1 2 196!
LEGAL ATTACHE ■ Mil

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Legat, Mexico

SA Richard S. Clark
4/12/68

MURKINl

The, fottwwnng information was furnished on a confidennial 
basis 4/12/58 by Julio Cerecedo, Chief of Immigration at 
the Mexico City Internatoonal Airport.

A reveew of tourist cards for passengers arriving atk tihe 
Mexico City International Airport 4/6/68 on-flight 
915 of Eastern Airiness reveals that only WK^of these 
cardiWtre issued at Atlanta, Georgia, all by Eastern Air 
Lines. These are the Mexican Toouist Cards known as FM-J's. ^

RSC(D

issued to DENNIS RICHARD ANDRICH
^74/68 at Atlantia, Georgia ^ good for 90 days.

Deecriptoon mile, age 28, bachelor, salesman, born
Youngstown, Ohio, identifeed self with voter’s certifCcatt. 

. Address 3399 Buford Highway Apt. L-6, Atlanta.

issued to XX PORTER CLAXTON RAGSDALE
8 at Atlanta, Georgia, good for 90 days

descrbbed ile, age 25, born Atlanta, bachelor, teacher 
identifeed self with birth certificate ;
address 3399 Buford Hwy. L-6, Atlanta

, is“ed.to HOWARD LBS SMITH
68 at Atlantia good for 180 days 

deeerbed.ia-e’ age 27, salesman, married, Born B>onneiiee? Mise 
identified self with voters certif^ae 
add. 1300 Buena Vista Road, Atlantia, Georgia

M issued to GEORGS WILLAM POSS (repeat Poss)
4/6/^618 at Atlanta for 180 days
described milage 30, bachelor, teacher, bora Atlantia, ga.
******* identifeed self with birth certifCcate 
address 1300 Buena Vista Road, Atlanta, Georgia.

_m-i3Ar'
SEARCHED INDEED 
SERIALISED 0rF11ED

APR 1 21968
LEGAL ATTACHE. MEXICQ)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



#^^Hand 6011 were issued\3/1/68 at Atlanta t;o 
ERNEST JEFFERSON Jand

ages 49 and 14 respectively, a'ddreSSs ITTastHMp 
Shore Drive, Rome, Georgia, born Floyd City and Rome, 
Georgia respectively. Earnest Jis a widower.

_ (apparently father and son)
The-«»• only other card issued at Atlanta was #8126007 

-issued 4/6/68 at Atlanta to LIDE LEE ATKINS HOSKINS, 
Mm age 50, housewife, born Pineeille, Kentucky, address

908 Iskagna Drive, Kiooville, Tenn.

Two cards. Nos. and 04 were issued by Eastern
.^ ^t Montgomery, Alabama 4/6/68 to JERRY DAVID and 

lSS° GLORIA CAROL CUNNINGHAM MOON of 5760 Rovboro Drive,
s Wd™ Montgomery, Alabama, ages 29 and 24 respectively,
Uv^e, both born Montgomery.

co* -JSB^gssgBilB^^

Five cards Nos. H ■ were issued by 
Eastern Airinees at Kn^ashTIie, Tenn. 4/4/68 
as folios^

... ____ age 15
Three to Kenneth and Doris Coomer and son ^■,|Rt. 5, 

Brentwood Lane, Franklin, Tenn.. Mr. Coomer was^HFn in 
England and is 46 years old.

born
Two to WILLIJM and CLARA SPICER of 340 Smithfield 

Avenue, Pawwucket,Rhode Island. He Jis age 55, 
Wooonscket, R.I.

The -remainder of the carrels were issued at New York, 
Philadelphia and New Orleans,, the other stops on this 
flight.

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-^O/Rev- 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

PRIORITY

O Radio □ Teletype

TOR LEGAT, MEXICO DATE SENT: 4-12-68

FROM: WASHINGTON, D.C. DATE RECEIVED: 4.-13-68
NO: 112 BY: DAH TIME RECEIVED: 1040AM

MURKIN. h

CHICAGO OFFICE ADVISES THAT IT HAS DETERMINED THAT IN 
ABOUT NOVEMBER, 1967, ERIC S. GALT ORDERED CAMERA EQUIPMENT, WHICH 

HE LATER RETURNED, FROM THE SUPERIOR BULK FILM COMPANY, 442 NORTH 

WELLS, CHICAGO, ILLNOIS. GALT REQUESTED REFUND BE SENT TO HIM 

AT PUERTO VALLARTA APARTIDO, POSTAL NUMBER 23, HOTEL RIO, JALISCO), 

MEXCO CITY. FILES OF SUPERIOR BULK FILM COMPANY INDCCATES THAT 

GALT FURNISHED THE BHMUNGHAM AND LOS ANGELES ADDRESSES AT WHICH 

HE HAS BEEN PREVIOUSL.Y IDENTIFIED.

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, ALSO KNOWN AS ERIC STARVO 

BORN JULY 20, 1931, PLACE UNKNOWN, AND IS DESCRIBE:D

MALE, 5 FEET 11 INCHES TALL, 170-5 POUNDS, BLUE EYES, BROWN HAIR. 

GALT PREVIOUSL.Y RESIDED AT 1535 NORTH SERRANO, LOS ANGELES, CAL., 

ANO 2608 HIGHLAND STREET, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF ARTIST'S CONCEPTOONS BENG FORWARDED BY

AIR TO YOUR OFFICE THROUGH THE SAN ANTONO OFFICE

THROUGH APPROPRIATE SOURCES ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH GALT'S

PREVIOUS RESIDENCE IN MEXICO CITY AS INDCCATED AND TREV

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is 
paraphrased »n order lo protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

SERIALJZDO. ' ILED.
s“ggr*rApthap^r1sU688blry

LEGAL ATTACHE-MEEXCCO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ADDITIONAL PERTINENT INFORMATION WHICH WOULD ASSIST IN XX 

IDENTIFYING AND LOCATING THIS INDIVIDUAL.

NO INDICATION IS TO BE GIVEN THAT INQUIRIES ARE IN 

CONNECTOON WITH THE CAPTIONED MATTER.

UNKNOWN SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FP.25O (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

Radio
i i : :
P Teletype

I I" I I

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau,, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Ftf-WT-^Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

IMMEDIATE

□ Radio □ Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO)B«N*' LoN>oN2 DATE sent: 4-13-68

FROM: WASHINGTON, O.C. DATE RECEIVED: 4-13-68

NO: 114 BY: DAH TIME RECEIVED: 7335PM

MURKIN* *

THIS IS CASE INVOLVING SLAYING OF DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., APRIL 4, 1968* -

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL FRED M. VINSON, JR., FORWARD­

ED ANONWOUS LETTER POSTMARKED CLARKSVILLE, TENNESSEE, APRIL 9, 
1968, WHICH STATES THAT SLAYER OF KING IS ONE EDWARD gErST, AN 

EAST GERMAN COMMUNIST WHO IS NOW IN CUBA. GERST ALLEGEDLY IS TRY­

ING TO RETURN TO ENGLAND WHERE FRIENDS WILL GET HIM BACK TO EAST 

GERMANY. LETTER DESCRIBED GERST AS -TALL, FAIR HAIRED, BLUE EYES, 

SCAR LIKE A DAGGER ON LEFT Hand, walks very rapidly. he has now 

DYED HIS HAIR BLACK.

I

BUREAU FILES ON GERST NEGATIVE. VISA RECORDS, STATE 

DEPARTMENT, AND RECORDS IMM|GRATO)n4nd NATURALI ZATriNN SERVICE 

(INS)'HEADQUARTERS NEGATIVE ONnAmE EDWARD GERST. RECORDS INS 

INDICATE ONE MICHEL EDOUARD #ErST, BORN MARCH 16, 1944 IN FRA)CE, 

ENTEREO UNITED STATES AT LAREDO, TEXAS, JULY 28, 1967 AND OEPART-

ED FOR PARIS FROM NEW YORK CITY ON AUGUST 22, 1967
SEARCHED INDEXED)

seraaueod—Jmiled—
If the intelligence eontained in the above message is to be disseninatdd outside the Bureau, it is sug,e«tdAptRiL3SU96b|y
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PRIME SUSPECT AS X SLAYER IS ONE ERIC STARVO 

WHITE MALE, 5 FT. 11 IN., 175 POUNDS, BLUE EYES, BROW 

REPORTEDLY BORN JULY 20, 1931, PLACE UNKNOWN. GALT CANNOT BE 

IDENTIFIED NOR L.OCATED AND NAME IS POSSIBLY AN ALIAS. SLAYER 

ALSO BELIEVED TO HAVE USED NAMES JOHN WILLARD AND HARVEY 

LCWMYER.

ALL LEGATS CHECK EMBASSY RECORDS AND ALL APPROPRIATE 

SOURCES IN ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY GERST AND TO ELIMINATE OR INCLUDE 

HIM AS SUSPECT IN CAPTIONED CASE? KK (.) IT IS POSSIBLE GERST 

AND GALT ARE IDENTICAL. MEXICO CITY ALSO CHECK THROUGH CENTRAL 

INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ON CUBANA AIRLINE DEPARTURES FOR CUBA SINCE 

APRIL 4, 1968, IF FEASIBLE, CHECK ALL ARRIVALS FROM CUBA TO 

MADRID SINCE APRIL 4, 1968. ’

BONN, LOEDOE AND PARIS EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF PLAdNG 

APPROPRIATE ENTRY AND DEPARTURE STOPS ON GERST.

ALL LEGATS SUCAB RESULTS WITHOUT DELAY. UNDER NO 

CRRCWSTANCSS SHOULD IT BE INDICATTED THAT REQUESTED INVESTGATINN 

IS BEING CONDUCTED IN CONNECTONN WITH CAPT^ED CASE.

= UNSUB ARMED AND DAEGGROUE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-M9 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

t

□ Radio
I

t I
1 ■

□ Teletype

T

t

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau,, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographer: systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FO-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

Transmit the following in-------CODE.

Via CABLEG

BY:

RE WILLARD BO 
AND

REBUCCB/CPR

F E I

Date: 4/13/68
CONFIDENTIAL^^,

(Type in plain text or code)

IMMEDIATE
N?jZ64_ (Priority or Method of Mailing^

URGENT. MORION

DKLcssIFrcTrNN z .w—ry r »;t Tn ^ 
jdiAtm.; wf Dxut, .
datk_ 3-25i2u^ 

Fs^-ksT

IN DASH PUERTO VALLARTA ALLEGATOON 
CAB 
ONE TWO LAST. •

MEX DASH TWO FOUR ADVISED APRIL ONE THREE INSTANT HE INTERVIEWED

ELENA CORTEZ, OWNER OF FOUR WINDS HOTEL, PUERTO VALLARTA, JAUSSCO

HER STORY IS THAT ABOUT TWO THREE ZERO AM, APRIL TEN LAST, A.

MEXICAN MALE RANG HER DOORBELL SEEKING ROOMS FOR A WHITE MAN AND

WOMAN, NOT FURTHER DESCRIBED, WHO WERE IN CAR OUTSIDE HOTEL. CAR

DESCRIBED BY CORTEZ AS ABOUT ONE NINE SIX THREE WHITE CORVAIR WITH

TENNESSEE LICENSE J H SEVEN FIVE FIVE SEVEN. SHE COULD NOT GIV

THEM ROOMS. AND THEY LEFT. THIS IS ENTIRE BASIS FOR CLLEGATOON BUT

INFORMANT ATTEMPTING T'O LOCATE CAR AND COUPLE IN PUERTO VALLCRTA

SINCE REBUCAB INDICATES GALT WAS IN PUERTO VALLCRTA SEVERAL MONTHS

AGO, SUGGEST MEMPHIS CHECK -THIS LICENSE AND BACKGROUND OF REGISTER D

OWNER FOR ANY POSSIBLE SIGNIFICANCE IN THIS CASE. INFORMANT REMAI UNG

IN PUERTO VALLARTA T'O HANDLE LEADS AT RIO HOTEL AND HAS BEEN ALERT D

TO DISCREETLY CHECK FOR ANY POSSIBLE TNDICATOONS OF GALT’S CURRENT

PRESENCE THERE OR ELSEWHERE IN PUERTO VALLARTA

»DENW „«”£

Approved;
Special Agent in C^

*ox made ^ 0(V
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Fj^ (Rev. 8-28-58) . ^

DECODED COPY

PRIORITY

□ Radio □ Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO DATE SENT: 4-15-68

FROM: WASHINGTON, D.C. DATE RECEIVED: 4-14.-68

NO: 113 BY: DAH TIME RECEIVED: 10:00M

MURKIN. /

RE ERIC STARVO GALT::

FRONT RIGHT TIRE ON CAR ABANDONED BY GALT IN ATLANTA IS 

FIRESTONE DELUXE CHAMPION, SIZE 750.114, SIX PLY RATING. STAMPED 

THERE ON IS "HECHA EN MEXICO" WITH FOLLOWING IDENTIFICATION: 

2-ME-2; BD-33595; N20Z031154-, TREAD WIDTH FOUR AND SEVEN EIGHTS. 

TUBE OF TRRE HAS STAMP THEREON, G7, GENERAL POPO 750X14. MADE FOR 

HELKE POC, GENERAL POPO, SA, MEXICO DI.

CLEVELANDOFFCCE ADVISED THE TWO INDCCATES MOLD; ME 2 BD 

INDCCATES MOLD TYPE; 33595 INDCCATES MOLD DRAWING NUMBER; N 

INCHGATES FIRST QUARTER OF 1967; 20 INDCCATES MADE FOR MEXICO 

CITY; Z INDCCATES 1967; NUMBERS 031154. INDICATE WARRANTY NUMBER. 

THERE ARE NO EXCLUSIVE DEALERSHIPS IN MEXICO CITY AND TRE RETAIL­

ERS SELL ALL DIFFERENT TYPES OF TRES.

LEGAT MEXIC° CITY CONDUCT APPROfPRATE INVESTIGATE TO

DETERMINE IF RETAILER WHERE TIRE AND TUBE WERE SOLD CAN BE - 

IDENTIFIED AND INTERVIEWED RE GALT. ..1 ?3-11/
SEARCHED______ INOXETO
SERIAHEDP n-FHED^

APR7 1968
CEGAU ATTACHE. Ml

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be dissemiaatdd outside the Bureli, Co IS SUggestdd tlM 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographs systems:.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NO INDICATION IS TO BE GIVEN, THAT INQUIRIES ARE IN 

CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI
Date: 4/14/68

Transmit the following in--------CODE--------------------- .-----------------
(Type >n plan text or code)

Via CABLEGRAM

BY
IMMEDIATE___________________

(Priority or Method of Mailuig)

RE ERIC STARVO G

URGENT. MURKIN.

T

f*

REBUCABS APRIL NE TWO AND ONE H THREE LAST

PRELIMINARY CHECK OF RECORDS INDICATES GALT STAYED AT HOTEL RIO

PUERTO VALLARTA, JALISCO, FROM OCTOBER ONE NINE TO NOVEMBER SIX

ONE NINE SIX SEVEN, AND WAS ALONE. AGENT ON SCENE AND INVESTIGATIVE

SOURCES CONTINUING INVESTIGATION WHICH WILL -INCLUDE MORE DETAILED

REVIEW OF ALL RECORDS FOR THAT PERIOD AFTER RETURN TO DUTY OF

HOTEL AUDITOR ON APRIL ONE FIVE NEXT. AGENT ALSO CHECKING OUTLETS

AT PUERTO VALLARTA FOR RECORD OF PURCHASE OF TIRE AND TUBE MENTIONED

IN BUCAB OF APRIL ONE THREE LAST. ADDITIONAL DETAILS DEVELOPED

WILL BE IMMEDIATELY FURNISHED TO BUREAU

Special Agent

*“-F5?M«

173-1
RJG/JJF/s h

Approved:------- --------DLL
(2)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

PRIORITY

O Radio □ Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO DATE SENT: 4/14/68
FROM: BUREAU DATE REC’D: 4/15/68
NO: 115 BY: RGB TIME REC’D: 8:15 A.M.

MURKIN. 

BIRMINGHAM OFFICE ADVISED THAT POSTAL INSPECTOR,

BlfMINGHAM, ALABAMA, REPORTED MAILMAN HAD FOUND A KEY APPARENTLY

FROM A MOTEL IN MEXICO. ON THE KEY APPEARED THE FOLLOWING:

"ROOM 1131 - MEXICO, ALBA, MIR 39034."

ATTACHED TO THE KEY WAS'A METAL TAG BEARING THE FOLLOWING:

"PASEO DEJA REFORMA, 325."

THESE WORDS WERE TRANSLATED IN ENGLISH TO "PLEASE RETURN TO 

PASEO, DELA, REFORMA, MEXICO’"'

IF FEASIBLE LEGAT MEXICO CITY SHOULD MAKE APPROPRIATE

CHECK TO DETERMINE ORIGIN OF THIS KEY AND IF OF POSSIBLE 

SIGNIFICANCE TO CAPTIONED CASE, CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INQUIRIES.

CHARLES J. STEIN, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, ADVISED

APRIL 13 LAST THAT HE TRAVELED TO NEW ORLEANS AND BACK WITH 

INDIVIIUJAL KNOWN TO HIM AS ERIC S. GALT BETWEEN DECEMBER 15 AND 

DECEMBER 21, 1967. DURING THIS TRIP, GALT TOLD STEIN THAT HE HAD

SEARCHED ZZ-^INDDCIX’' 

SERIALUZ£D..REFILED)^ee
APR1 51968

LEGAL ATTACHE ■ MEXACO

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau, it'is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-283 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

Radio
= £

Ed Teletype

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be dissemihatdd outside the Bureau,, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect tie Bureau's cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 JReV.-3-28-58)

DECODED COPY

Radio PAGE TWO □ Teletype

RECENTLY RETURNED FROM MEXICO WHERE HE FORMERLY HAD A PART 

OWNERSHIP OF A BAR WITH A MEXICAN. BAR LOCATED NEAR OCEAN 

AND HE RECENTLY SOL.D OUT TO THE MEXICAN.

NO INDICATION SHOULD BE GIVEN THAT INQUIRIES ARE IN 
CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED CASE.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS.

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be dissemiaatdd outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems,.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ^^
MAY 1962 EDITION*
GSA FPM* (41 CFR> 101-1166

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
Legat, Mexico (173-19 DATE: 4/15/68

FROM : SA Richard S.Clark

subject:: mURKIn/
KEY FOUND IN BUMiNNGHAM

. The folOowing information was received 4/15/68 from 
ALEJANDRO CORTINA Agsistant Manager Of the Hotel Maria 
Isabel, Paseo de ia Reforma 325, Mexico 5, N.F., Moxico*

All their room keys have a brass tag affixed with the 
request in Spanish that the st key should be returned to 
them at Paseo de la Reforma 325. In additoon the keys are 
"ALU.” keys and all carry the number^MR? 39034° • The reverse 
side of the brass tag carries the stylized monogram of the 
Hotel "MI**. TTerefore the key described is undoubtedly 
the key to room —31 of the Hotel Maria Isabel in Mexico city.

He noted that they do not file their registration cards 
by room number but alphabeeically. The only Using by room 
numbers is the daily register of arrivals and depatures. 
Nue to the large number of guests a check of these lists 
would take considerable time.

Nevertheless such & eheck has been iniiaiid and results 
are expected in two or three days. This will be a list of 
names of persons occupying this room for the past few months. 
In adddtion the housekeeper is being contacted to determine if there is any records as to When this room key might have 
been missed.

RSC(1)

5010-1oe-OI

SEARCHED-.--------- INDEXED------------
SERULUEW^iS^

APR! U 1968
LEGAL ATTACHE - MEXIC

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36(Rev. 12-13-56)
1 * *

. FBI

Date: 4/15/68
Transmit the following in-------------------------------------------------CODE____

(Type in plain text or code)

Via CABLE

BY

PRIORITY
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

MURKIN

RE EDWARD GERST

REBUCAB APRIL ONE THREE LAST

NO RECORD AT VISA SECTION, AMERICAN EMBASSY, MEXICO CITY, RE

EDWARD GERST OR MICHEL EDOUARD GERST

NAME OF GERST DOES NOT APPEAR ON CUBAN AVIATION COMPANY

PASSENGER MANIFESTS UP TO AND INCLUDING APRIL ONE ZERO LAST

CIA MEXICO, ADVISES INFORMATION RE ARRIVES IN MADRID FROM

CUBA SHOULD BE OBTAINED FROM MADRID.

173-1 
MDC:b 
(2W

Approved:
: harge

INDEXES.

Sent.,

SEARCHED!

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FP3S (Rev, ,$-22-$4) • •

Transmit the following in-

F B 1 |

Date: 4/15/68 |
CODE 1

via CABLE

(Type inplaintext or code) 1
WCRTY

IMMEDIATE-
t (Priority),No.7/y . By^£^L_. o

MURKIN.

RE ERIC STARVO GALT:

REBUCAB APRIL ONE THREE LAST.

TO FACILITATE SEARCH REGARDING FIRESO 

NECESSARY TO KNOW WHETHER OR NOT WHITE1 SIDE 

BORE LEGEND QUOTE SIN CAMARA UNQUOTE. REQU 

WHEREUPON MANAGER OF FIRESTONE IN MEXICO WI 

DISTRBHTTORS TO ATTEMPT DETERMINE RETAILER. 

FEBRUARY ONE NINE SIX SEVEN IN MEXICO AND 

IN USE WITH NO RECORD OF RETAILED IMMEDIATE

Z~V173-1
(___#JAMjs

V (2)

------------ --------- 1 
1

NE TIRE, DETERMNNDD

WALL AND IF TIRE

EST SUCAB REPLY

LL CHECK ALL

TIRE MANUFACTURED

IS MOST POPULAR SIZE

YY AVAILABLE.

SEARCHED) INDEXEDD

SERSALIUEEKIlf"!^!*^

(17----22

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



if
OPTIONAt FORM NO, 10
MAY 1962 ECHTONi
GSA FPMR (4) CR) !0t-1tl

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : Legat, Mexico City (173-1) date: April 16, 1968

FROM : SA JOHN J. FOARDE, JR,

subject:: MURKIN

The following informatinn was received telephonically 
foom SA RUSSELL JEAN GRAY, JR., on April 16, 1968, at about 
9:30 a.m.:

It has been determined that ERIC STARVO GALT, after 
leaving the Rio Hotel at Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, checked 
into the Tropicana Hotel on November 7, 1967, and stayed 
unUl November 13, 1967.

A bartender, LUIS GARCIA, who works at the totel 
Oceana, has stated that he was acquainted with GALT for a 
few days at about t;he time he changed hotels. GALT told him 
that he had been in t;he Army for nine year's and had served 
as a driver or chauffeur but had never been out of the United 
States before. GALT had a white Mustang and comiraiied that 
one tire was larger than the others and that this made the 
car run poorly on the highway.

GARCIA said that he became acquainted with GALT 
when GALT came into the bar and that ttoy w^e frendly for 
three or four days but finally broke up when GALT i^icat^ 
an interest in obtlining some marijuana. GARCIA stated that 
he did not want to become involved in any way with marijuana 
and, therefore, terminated his association with GALT.

Of those ineevvewwed who recalled GALT, the 
sketch with t;he short hair or crew cut has been identifeed 
as a good lieeness, but one or two i^ivfduals pointed out 
that t:he nose should be a littee more pointed and that GALT 
was a little bit heavier in the Jk-te. He is alsl d^c^bed
as a serious-appearing individual who wnks very deliberately.

GARCIA said that GALT had a portable typewwiter in 
his hotel room but did not know the make of the machine.
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MEX 173-1

At the Tropicana Hotel, where inquiries are con­
tinuing, GALT only indicated that he was alone and that he 
was loom Birannhamn, Alabama.

2
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FD*36 (ReX 5-22-64)

J

F B I
Date: 4-16-68

PRIORITYCABLE-Via.,

Transmit the following in------------------------------- --------------------- CODE.,
(Type in plaintext, or code)

(Priority)

MURKIN

RE ERIC STARVO GALT

REMYCAB APRlk ONE FOUR LAST

CONTINUING INVESTIGATION AT PUERTO VALLARTA, JALISCO

ESTABLISHED THAT GALT MOVED INTO TROPICANA HOTEL NOVEMBER

SEVEN LAST, AFTER LEAVNNG RIO HOTEL, AND STAYED AT TROPICANA

UNTDDNOVVEJBCER ONE THREE LAST. RECORDS INDICATE ONLY THAT

HE WAS ALONE AND FROM BIRMNNGHAM, ALABAMA

BARTENDER LUIS GARCIA, HOTEL OCEANA, STATES HE WAS

ACQUAINTED WITH GALT FOR A FEW DAYS. GALT TOLD GARCIA HE

HAD BEEN IN ARMY FOR NINE YEARS, SERVING AS A DRIVER OR

CHAUFFEUR, BUT HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY BEEN OUT OF UNITED STATES

GALT HAD WHITE MUSTANG AND COMPLAINED THAT ONE TIRE WAS

fajpLARGER THAN THE OTHERS 

I <*ON HIGHWAY.

WHICH ADVERSELY AFFECTED PERFORMANCE

GARCIA STATED GALT HAD PORTABLE TYPEWRITER, MAKE UN­

KNOWN. GARCIA SAID HE TERMINATED BRIEF AHOCIATINN BECAUSE

GALT INDICATED INTEREST I:N OBTAINIGG MARIJUANA

173-1
JJF:esc 
(2)/Ofi

proved:

NKEm.

FILED___

Sent Per
Special Age in Charge
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MEX 173-1 ----

PAGE TWO

REGARDING SKETCHES FORWARDED FROM SAN ANTONIO OFFICE 

APRIL ONE THREE LAST, THOSE UTERVEWWED TO DATE ADVISE SKETCH 

WITH SHORT HAIR OR CREW CUT IS GOOD LIKEJESS, BUT SOME BELIEVE 

THE NOSE SHOULD BE A LITTLE MORE POINTED AND THAT GALT WAS 

HEAVIER IN THE CHEEKS. HE IS ALSO DESCRIBED AS A SERIOUS 

APPEARING INDIVIDUAL, WHO WALKS VERY DELIBERATELY.

RESULTS OF FURTHER INVESTIGATION AT PUERTO VALLARTA 

AND MEXICO CITY WILL BE nMHDIATELY FURNISHED THE BUREAU.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-2.80 & (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

O Radio PrioRIty □ Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO) DATE SENT: 4/16/68
FROM: WASHINGTON, D.C. DATE REC*D : 4/17/68
NO: XKXX 119 BY:RGB/TN TIME REC*D: 8:05 AM

MURKIN

REURCAB APRIL ONE FIVE, LAST.

FIRESTONE TIRE IN QUESTION IS A BLACKWALL TRE AND 

DOES NOT BEAR LEGEND QUOTE SIN CAMARA. UNQUOTE IT DOES HAVE, 

HOWEVER, THE WORDING QUOTE HECHA DASH EN DASH MEXICO. UNQUOTE

’ YOU SHOULD ASCERTAIN IF GALT CARRIED INSURANCE IN

MEXICO.

-Z?-/-^
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protest the Bureaus cryptographic systems. ' '
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