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UNITED states government

Memorandum
to : LEGAT, MEXICO CITY (173-1) DATE: 4/17/68

from : SA JJFoarde

subject:: MURKIN

At approximately 9 a.m., 4/17/68, SA RUSSELL 
JEAN GRAY, JR., called from Puerto Vatlarta with the 
folOowing information:

The bar tender, LUIS GARCCA, who knew ERIC 
STARVO GALT briefly, has been cooperating and it has 
been determined that GALT probably spent the evening of 
11/6/67 With a girl in Puerto Valiarta prior to checking in at 
the Tropicana Hotel. GRAY said that GARCIA had 
agreed to assist in locating this girl or fnnding out 
where she might be if she has left Puerto Vaaiarta.

GRAY also stated that it has been difficult to 
locate anyone at the Tropicana Hotel who remembers GALT 
well, but that a number of those ineerviwedd do remember 
the white Mustang which GALT was using.

GRAY stated t;hat he might be in need of funds for 
expenses and araanemmenss were made with SA ROBERT J. 
OGLESBY, JR’, at Guaddlljlra to send money to GRAY 
with MEX-38 who was leaving Gu^da-ajard to return to 
Puerto Vaaiarta today.

At. 3:45 pm, 4/17/68, SA ROBERT J. OGLESBY, JR?, 
advised that GRAY had contacted him to say that the girl 
who apparently spent at least one night with GALT was 
tentati^ly identifedd as ALICIA or ELISA ARELLANO TORRES 
and it is beleeved her address is Contreras Meedeiin 77, 
in Guadalajara. Informatoon was also developed that her 
mother is MARGARITA TORRES, l^ng at Cille I Samaniego 409, 
Colonia Durango in Juarez, Chihuahua.

OGLESBY stated that MEX-24 beleeves that he 
knows who this girl is and was being instuuceed to locate 
her and interveww her very discreetly. OGLESBY, was 
requested to bear in mind, while instructing the informant, 
that current instrucitins call for the utmost discretoon 
and that arrangements should be made, if at all possible, 

searcheb3E*E

5010-008101

L- legal attache. MEXIco
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MEX 173-1

to interview this girl privately and to refrain -from 
mentioning; GALT'S name to her unless she herself recalls 
the name foom their aieeged brief association.

2
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FD-36(Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI

Date:: 4-17-68
Transmit the following in . CODE

(Type in plain text or code)

Via CABLE

-ij2-Z„—bz-
PRIORITY

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

MURKIN

RE KEY FOUND JEN BIRMINGHAM!, ALABAMA.

REBUCAB APRIL ONE FOUR LAST.

ASSISTANT MAMAGER, HOTEL MARIA ISABEL, PASEO DE LA 

REFORMA THREE TWO FIVE, MEXICO CITY, ADVISES ALL ROOM KEY’S 

HAVE BRASS TAN WITH REQUEST IN SPANISH THAT KEY BE RETURNED 

TO HOTEL AT THAT ADDRESS. IN ADDITION KEY’S ARE STAMPED 

QUOTE ALBA, UNQUOTE NAME OF LOCAL KEY MANUFACTURER, AND ALL 

CARRY THE NUMBER QUOTE MIR THREE NINE ZERO THREE FOUR, UN­

QUOTE WHICH IS A CODE NUMBER FOR KEYS FROM THIS HOTEL.

REVERSE SIDE OF BRASS TAN HAS A MONOGRAM! OF THE 

HOTEL INITIOS QUOTE MI. UNQUOTE
Room

RENISTJATOON CARDS NOT FILED BY/|NUMBER, AND NO RECORD 

KEPT OF MISSINN KEYS. HOWEVER, RENISTRATOON CARDS BEING 

CHECKED FOR OCCUPANTS OF ROOM ONE ONE THREE ONE IN RECENT 

PAST AND RESULTS WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANNEROUS

173-1 C
JJF:esc 
(2>t^

SpeciafAgeni in Charge
Sent . 1:3^^
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PD36 (Rev-. $-22.64)

FBI ’

Date: 4/17/68 [
I 

Transmtt the .following in---------- GODE----- ---------------------------------------------------------------------- I
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via CABLE__________________ ________________ PRIORITY !

NO. 1773 bT7^/^~~^^
" "* "" " ** J*"" ** "" "" " * «*W ■»"S^m^^Z\^Z?«ieww« m *MM* *> M>K «■»;«* nr* mb - w mb mw. mb * Be mb.m *b Ib-bk am-B*

murkin:.

RE ERIC STARVO GALT;

INJTORMATION DEVELOPED AT PUERTO VALLARTA, JALISCO, 

THAT GALT SPENT ONE NIGHT,’ PROBABLY NIGHT OF NOVEMBER SIX 

LAST, WITH WOMAN BEFORE MOVING INTO TROPICANA HOTEL THIS 

WOMAN TENTATIVELY IDENTIFIED AS ALICIA OR ELISSA ARELLNNO 

TORRES, LAST KNOWN ADDRESS CONTRERAS MEDELLIN SEVEN SEVEN, 

GUADALAJARA, JALISCO?

EFFORTS BEING MADE TO LOCATE AND ARRAN^GE DISCREET 

INTERVEWT WITH ARELLANO BY IWESTIGATIVE INFORMANT AT, 

GUADALAJARA;! ”

TO ASSIST AGENT ON SCENE AT PUERTO VALLARTA, BUREAU 

REQUESTED TO ADVISE AMOUNT OF GALT'S TIME ALREADY ACCOUNTED 

FOR JEN CALIFORNIA^ DURING NOVEMBER AND/OR DECEMBER LAST* 

THAT JES, SINCE DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING DATE OF DEPARTURE 

FROM MEXICO HAVE NOT YET BEEN LOCATED, APPROXIMATELY WHAT 

ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF TIME SUBSEQUENT TO CHECKING OUT OF 

173-1 “
JJF:®. - -
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
mail

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

TROPICANA HOTEL ON NOVEMBER ONE THREE LAST SHOULD BE THE 

SUBJECT OF FURTHER INVESTIGATION IN MEXICO.

C^BLE REPLY WOULD BE APPRECIATED.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

Radio
PRIORITY

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO 

FROM: WASHINGTON, D.C/ 

NO: 1211 8Y: RGB/TN

□ Teletype

DATE SENT: 4/17/68
DATE REC'D 4/18/68

TIME REC’D: 8:25 AM

^ MURK IN.

'O THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE WAS ISSUED AT WASHINGTON, DC, 

AT PAREN SEE END OF MESSAGE PAREN P.M. THIS AFTERNOON. ALTHOUGH 

IT IS REALIZED THE WIRE SELKICES’LXS WILL CARRY THE FULL TEXT, 

YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO AND 

TV STATIONS IN YOUR DIVISION TO INSURE IT RECIVES IMMEDIATE WIDE= 

SPREAD DISTRIBUTION. YOU ARE ALSO AUTHORIZED TO IMMEDIATELY MAKE 

AVAL!ABLE TO ALL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES COPIES OF THE TWO PHOTO­

GRAPHS ALREADY IN YOUR POSSESSION. THE DESCRIPTIVE DATA ON THE 

BACKS OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE DELETED. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER 

ONE WITH EYES CLOSED SHOULD CARRY THE CAPTION, QUOTE ERIC STALVO 

GALT, ALSO KNOWN AS HARVEY LOWMYER AND JOHN WILLARD. UNQUOTE 

PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER TWO SHOULD CARRY THE CAPTION, QUOTE ERIC STARVO 

GALT, ALSO KNOWN AS HARVEY LOWWYER AND JOHN WILLARD PAREN EYES

DRAWN IN BY FBI ARTIST ENPAREN. UNQUOTE YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO

KLPKODUCL LOCALLY ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAMS AS REQUIRED. YOU SHOULD

SEAR^-Ad^^ 

SERaALIZEffi-NFILED!;^ 
| APR181963

LEGAL ATTACHE-MEX,

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the BureuS^itTissuggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic system.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD.280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

□ Radio □ Teletype

PAGE T WO

ATTEMPT TO INSURE THAT THIS RELEASE AND PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVE 

REPEATED COVERAGE BY RADIO AND TV STATIONS. YOU ARE TO MAKE NO 

ELABORATION WHATSOEVER REGARDING THIS RELEASE.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL ONE SEVEN, 1968 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT 

ERIC STARVO GALT IS BEN NG SOUGHT BY THE FBI AS A FUGITIVE ON A 

FEDERAL CHARGE ARISHA FROM THE FATAL SHOOTNG OF THE REVEREND 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON APRIL 4, 

1968.

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER STATED THAT A FEDERAL COMPLAINT 

WAS FILED BYTHE FBI IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, TODAY CHARGNNG GALT 

WITH CONSPIRE TO VIOLATE THE CIVIL RIGHT’S OF DR. KNNG IN 

VIOLATION OF TITL.E EIGHTEEN, SECTION 241, OF THE UNITED STATES CODE.

THE FBI COMMLAINT CHARGES THAT QUOTE ON OR ABOUT MARCH TWO 

NINE, 1968, AT BRRMNNGHAM, ALABAMA,.. ERIC STARVO GALT AND AN 

INDIVIDUAL WHOM HE ALLEGED TO BE HIS BROTHER, ENTERE:D INTO A 

CONSPHAACY WHICH CONTNNUED UNTIL ON OR ABOUT APRIL FIVE, 1968, 

TO INJURE, OPPRESS, THREATEN, OR INTIMDDATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR.,... IN THE XXXX FREE EXERCISE OR EMPLOYMENT OF A RIGHT SECURED 

TO HIM 8YTHE CONSTITUTION OR LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES; NAMELY, 

THE RIGHT TO FREELY TRAVEL FROM STATE TO STATE. IN FURTHERANCE OF

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau s cryptographic systems!.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

□ Radio □ Teletype

PAGE THREE

THIS CONSPIRACY, ERIC STARVO GALT DID, ON OR ABOUT MARCH THREE 

ZERO, 1968, PURCHASE A RIFLE AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA..*. UNQUOTE 

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, A 30.06 RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH A 

TELESCOPIC SIGHT WAS FOUND NEAR A ROOMING HOUSE ON SOUTH MAIN 

STREET IN MEMPHIS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE FATAL SHOOTING OF DR. 

KING OCCURRED. THE ROOMING HOUSE OVERLOOKS THE LORRAINE HOTEL & 

MOTEL WHERE DR. KING WAS STAYING.

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT FBI AGENTS DETERMNNDD THAT THE XMXKKX 

30.06 RIFLE HAD BEEN PURCHASED FROM A GUN DEALER IN BIRMINGHAM, 

ALABAMA, ON MARCH 30, 1968. THE TELESCOPIC SIGHT ALSO WAS PURCHASED n 

FROM THIS DEALER.

THE FBI DIRECTOR SAID THAT GALT, WHO HAS USED THE NAMES OF 
JOHN WILLARD AND HARVEY LOWMYER IN THE PAST, IS THE OWNER OF A 1966 

WHITE MUSTANG BEARING ALABAMA LICENSE PLATES WHICH WAS LOCATED 

ABANDONED IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ON APRIL 11, 1968. INVESTIGATION ‘ 

DISCLOSED THAT GALT PURCHASED THIS CAR FROM A PRIVATE CITIZEN IN 

SimNGHAM ON AUGUST 30, 1967. THE MUSTANG’S ODOMETER SHOWED THAT 

IT HAD BEEN DRIVEN MORE THAN 19 THOUSAND MILES BETWEEN LATE AUGUST, 

1967, AND EARLY APRIL, 1968.

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, GALT'S TRAVEL IN MUSTANG INCLUDED 

TRIPS TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: NEW ORLEANS, LOIUSIANA; 

BIRMfNGHAM, ALABAMA; AND MEXICO, AS WELL AS TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-28Q (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

□ Radio □ Teletype

PAGE FOUR

AND ATLANTA, GEORGIA. GALT WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS 

ON APRIL 3 AND 4, 1968, AND TO HAVE DEPARTED FROM THERE FOR 

ATLANTA.
BY 

INTENSIVE.INVESTIGATION XX THE FBI HAS DOSCLOSED THAT

GALT HAS CLAMED TO XXXKX HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED AS A COOK ON MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER VESSELS AND AS A MERCHANT SEAMAN. HE IS SAID TO BE AN AVID 

DANCER AND TOOK DANCNNG LESSONS IN NEW ORLEANS TN 1964 AND 1965?

IN BIFMUNGHAM DURNG SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1967; AND IN LONG

BEACH, CALIFORNIA, FROM DECEMBER, 19^7 TO FEBRAURY, 1968. '

GALT LEFT LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 15, 1967, AND DROVE HIS 

WHITE MUSTANG TO NEW ORLEANS, WHERE HE CLAIMED HE CONTACTED EITHER 

ANENGINEERING OR A CONTRACTU FIRM. HE LEFT NEW ORLEANS ON 

DECEMBER 19 AND ARRIVED BACK IN LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 2T, 1967.

WHILE IN THE LOS ANGELES AREA EARLY THIS YEAR, GALT TOOK A 

COURSE AT A SCHOOL OF BARTENDING AND WAS GRADUATED ON MARCH 2, 1968.

THE FUGITIVE IS DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE. HE IS ’.APPROXIMATELY 

5'8" TO 5’11" TALL AND WEIGHS BETWEEN 160 AND 175 LBS. HE IS SAID 

TO BE A NEAT DRESSER AND HAS A MEGUMI BUILD.

XXXXXXX8XXXXX GALT HAS BROWN HAIR, WHICH HE WEARS IN A 

QUOTE BRUSH UNQUOTE CUT. HE REPORTEDLY HAS BLUE EYES; HIS NOSE IS 

STRAIGHT AND NARROW; HIS TEETH ARE STRAIGHT AND CLEAN; AND HE HAS 

GIVEN HIS DATE OF BIRTH AS JULY 20, 1-931.
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau,, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic sys^emu.
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

□ Radio □Teletype

PAGE FIVE

THE FUGITIVE IS SAID TO HAVE A NERVOUS HABIT OF OCCASSIONALLY 

PULLING AT AN EAR LOBE WITH HIS HAND. HIS LEFT EAR PROTRUDES 

FARTHER FROM HIS HEAD THAT HIS RIGHT EAR.

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, PERSONS WHO HAVE MET GALT 

DESCRIBE HIM AS A QUOTE LONER UNQUOTE AND STATE HIS LANGUAGE AND 

DICTION HAVE A QUOTE RURAL UNQUOTE QUALITY AND SUGGEST THAT HE 

PROBABI. Y DOES NOT HAVE A HIGH DEGREE OF EDUCATION. HE IS SAID TO K 

DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND HAS A PREFERERNCE FOR VODKA AND 

BEE& HE IS A FAN OF WESTERN AND COUNTRY MUS SC.

^ ^ THE FEDERAL STATUTE UNDER WHICH GALT HAS BEEN CHARGED

^ PROVIDES A MAXIMUM PENALTY OF TEN YEARS' IMPRIONMMETT XXNX AND/ 

OR F.IVE THOUSAND DOLLARS FINE.. BOND OF 50 THOUSAND DOLLARS HAS BEEN 

RECOMMENDED. ' .

GALT SHOULD BE CONSIDERDO ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ANY INFOR­

MATION CONCERNm HIM SHOULD BE FURNISHED IMMEDIATELY TO THE NEAREST 

FBI OFFICE. ,

. ADMINISTRATIVE LEGAT OTTAWA ADVISED. PAREN PLEASE CORRECT 

FIRST SENTENCE TO READ AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE THE FOLLOWS PRESS RELEASE 

WAS ISSUED AT WASHINGTON, DC, AT 5:45 PM THIS AFTERNOON. YOU ARE 

AUTHORIZED TO RELEASE AT SIX PM EST. ALTHOUGH IS IT ETC.. UNQUOTE 

ALSO DELETE THORD PARAGRAPH FROM THE END WHICH READS QUOTE QUOTE 
THE FEDERAL STATUE UNDER WHICH ETC UNQUOTE. END PAREN TKS 

If the intelligence contained!, in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic syseems.
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' PRESS RELEASE

Washington, D.C. 
April 17, 1968

Attorney Gnnral Ransey Clark announced today that 

Eric Starve Git is bring sought by if In FBI ah a fugitive on a 

Federal charge arising fora the fatal shooting of the Reverend 
Dr. Matin Luther King, Jr., in'Mem^ls, Tennessee, on April 4, 

1968.

Director J. Edgar Hoover stated that a Federal coapPaint 
was filed by the FBI in Bimdngtam, A^bama, today charging Gat 

with conspiring to violate the civil right# of Dr. King in 
violation Of Title 18, Section 241, of the United States Code.

The FBI comppaint charges that "’On or about March 29, 
1968, at Birmingham, Alabama,.. Eric Starve GU and an 

individual whom he alleged to be his brother, entered into a 
con^racy Which continued unnil on or about April 5, 1968, to 

in-jure, oppress, threaten, or intirnXdale Martin luhw King, Jr., 

... in the free rXetcisn or employment of a aright secured to 

him by the CoMsitutoai or Laws of the United States; namely, 

the right to frely travel fom state to state. In fwthremnee 

of this oonBplr-acy, Eric Starvo Galt did, on or about March 30, 

1968, purchase a rifle at Bimiinglum, Alatema.,.,"

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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According to Mr. Hoover, a 30.06 rifle equipped with a 

telescopic sight was fond near a rooming house on South M^in 

Street in Memphis mmdiaaely after the fatal shooting of Dr. 
King occurred* The rooming house overlooks the Lorraine Hotel & 

Motel where Dr* King was staying*

• Mr* Hoover said that FBI Agents detemdiedl that the

30*06 rifle had been purchased from a gun dealer In Bimdnglam, 

Alabama, on 'March 30, 1968* The telescopic sighit also was 

purchased fom this dealer*

The FBI Director said that Gat, Who has used the 
names of John Willard and Harvey Lowmyer in the past, is the 
owner of a 1966 white Mustang bearing Alabama lionise plates 

which was located abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 11, 
1968* Investigate diecossed that Gat purchased this car 

from a private oitien in Birndnglam on August 30, 1967, The 

Mustang's odomeer shewed that it had been driven more tian 
nineeen thousand milw between late August, 1967, and early 

Apm, 1968.

According to Mr* Hoover, Galt's travel in the Mustang 

included trps t;o Los Angeles, California} New Orleans, 
Louisiana} BimWlam, Alabama} and Medco, as weel as to 

Memphis, Tennessee, and Atlanta, Georgia. Git ws -reported 

’ - 2 - ' ■

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



to have been in Memphis on April 3 and 4, 1968, and to have 

departs torn there for Atlanta, .

Intensive investigation by the FBI has discossed 
that Gilt has clamed to have been employed as a cook on 

Mississippi River vessels and as a merchant seaman, He io

1 said to De an avid dancer and took dancing lessons in 

New Orleans; in 1964 and 1965; in Bimdnglam during September 

and October, 1967s and in Long Beach, California, from 

December, 1967 to February, 1968.

Git left Los Angeles on December 15, 1967, and drove 

hta White Mustang to New Orleans, where he claimed he contacted 
either an engineering or a contracting firm.. He left New -Orleans 

on December 19 and arrived back in Los Angeles on December 21, 
1967.

While in the Los Angeles area early this year, Gat 

took a cou^e at a school of bartending and was graduated on 
March 2, 1968. .

The fugitive is described as a white mile. He is 
approximately 5’ 8" to 5* 11" tall, and weighs between 160 

and 175 pounds. He is said to be a neat dresser and has a 

mediimi build.

Gilt has brown hair, which he wears in a "brush" cut. 

He reportedly has blue eyes; his nose is straight and narrow;
-3-’
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his teeth are straight and ©lean) and he has given his date 
of birth as July 20, 1931.

The fugitive Is said to have a nervous habit of

oeoaslonally pulling at an ear lobe with his band. His left 

ear protrudes farther from his head than his right ear.

According to Mr. Hoover, pedons who have met Git

descjri.be him as a "loner," and state his language and diction 

have a "rural" quaity and suggest that he probably does not 

have a high degree of education. He is said to drink alcoholic 

beverages and has a preference for vodka and be^r. He is R 

fan of western and country mule.
Git should be considendi aimed and dangerous.

- 4 -
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FREDERIER COUTTS 

General
GLENN RYAN , 

Comandante Territorial

EJERCITO DE SALVACION
BRIGADIRR HARLAN CLEVELAND 

Comandante Divisional
FUNDADO EN 1865 POR WILLIAM BOOTH

Today Is Thursday 
Apeil 11, 1968

CUARTEL
BUCARELI 53-22 
MEXICO 6. D F.

DIVISIONAL
APDO. POSTAL 5-410

TELEFONO:
35-62-48

1
MEXICO 5. D. F.

Personal & cwipencU^

The honorable I&lMosador
Fulton Freeman • 
United Stains Embassy 
Meeice, D.F.

■Dear ar. Anteoaader*

This is Mt an easy letter for me to wite but I feel that I rust
Yesterday moving, appreximately 9115 s.m.,. wMI* transacting some business at 
the First National C-ty Bank, Rtfores Branch, I happened to notice a young 
smiriia^n man in his late twente# or early thirties enter and ask to purctew 
some Travelers Cheeks. Frou his facial feature, which inn dlately caught 
my attentOoi, there was a strDhg resemblance to the description the new- 
papers have given of the ssssaln of Dr. Matin. Luther King. Al^ his otter 
physical features, such as wight (in the vecinity of 170 lbs.), in telght 
(not ever 6 ft.), and 1 would'add, he prmsed a decided athlitic build. Ho was 
also dressed very neatly (in a dark grey suit) and spok? with'a decided southern
acwnt. uutwdly, at least, b* seemed calm, but I had the distinct feeling 
he wm ratter nervous. Ho frequently glanced around, and I would say, overly se. 
1 tried here net to arouse any auapicOnM that I was observer him.

Upen concluding my bueineas (before he did) I hurreod left the bank, but felt 
an obligation to return and repart my feeing,# to the bank mam ger, tn Nr. Ray 
lltsaimona, who very kindly isttnaod to me and then bisself made two trips 
foam his desk to. observe the man. He stated that he had seen this .man in the 
bank before, OncO when he brought a letter of credit frm New York for a nrgc- 
faatoen, 1 understood hi to say.

The lest thing I went to do is jinp to conclusi^M and cause anyone any eubarass- 
•ment and incoivlil nco, however, I do fool this nan could be the one being sought

count on my mi ao-operation.
H 1 could be of any further help, please

Sincerely yours,

\

I SEARCHED-

1 SERAUED?^

Klien'r. Atkins 
Caplin

legal ATTACH
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EJERCITO DE SALVACION 
ESCUELA- de cadeteh 

■ IMPrENIA 163 - MEXICO 2, b. F.

jh» Hon. Fulton Freeman, Ambassador 
American Embassy
Mexico, D. F,

PERSONAL and CONFIDENfOALL-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Legat, Mexico (173-1) 4/18/68
SA Richard S. Clark
MURKINf

On 4/18/68 MARIO DEL X VALLE, Assistant Clef of the 
Inspection Service of Mexican Imeigraaion advised mt they 
had received noiification from the offCce of the District 
Attorney (Agente del Mmisterio Publico) in San Miguel de 
Aieende that they had an American Whr greatly resembled 
the artist's conception of the aa^M# assassin of King*

T^is is assumed to be t;he verson by Sergio Jaubert 
which was reeeased in the Mexican papers.

The Ammrican was named lA^yrG^ARPENLERI, wiiit;e, male, born 
Dec. 28, 1919,Missouri, U'.S/pass^F^^H,

Del Valle noted that he had entered Mexico on 3/30/68 
on a one entry visa so that Lt was unlikely that he had 
anything to do With an incident in the U.S. on April 4*

It was pointed out to him that photographs of GALT 
were appearing that morning in the Mexican papers and 
that this information should be relayed to San Miguel de 
Aieende.

He eater advised that he had reiayed this information to 
San Miguel and anticppated that CARPENTER w»uld be reieaaed. 
They were to crra:nmnncate with him if not*

RSC (1)

searched____jDExtD!Zi:::l
SERALLtEDlve^ILED,.^^

APR191968
LEGAL ATTaChE * MEyCO
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^ SECRET

18 Appil 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM :

SUBJECT :

Mi. Nathan L. Ferris 
Legal Attache

Winston M. Scott

BEANBALL - Unideetified Visitor to the Soviet 
Embassy

1. Reference is made to your oral request of 16 Appil 1968 
f0r a check of the records of this office for Identificat-oot 
of a P?!!1^ Yisitor to the Soviet or Cuban Embassy who could 
be Mentica! with the subject of compooste photographs provided 
by your offcce. o o

2. Subject could not be :idittiiidd as being in contact with 
the.Cuban Embassy during the period 11 August 1967 through 10 Appil 1968. h

3. One unidentifedd person who claimed to be an American 
citiren„.w?s in. conYact wYth th? S°viet Embassy on 30 January 
1968. This; subject was described as 22-277 years of age, approxi- 
e^1!}7?’ 9"*o 5’ l1"in height, approximately 175 to 180 pounds, 
jight brown hair and slightly ruddy coeelexion. He claimed that 
he was -in a business reHa^ng to firtiliiers for tarm us?. A 
compurison of photographs of this person and the Sublet of your 
composite photographs and th^ir descriptoons indicate that your 
Subject is not identical with the unideitiflid visitor of 30 
January 1968. Your Subbed reportedly had dark brown straight 
hair combed straight back. The unidintifidd 0?rSon had light 
brown hair with a slight wave and a deep receding hairmed at 
each sidle of his fordhdad.

4. This photograph may be used in the course of an in- 
vestigatoon so long as it is not connected in any way with this 
OffiCizand so long as Mexico is not revealed as the location 
whereLJt..was_t^en. Th?i•? is no information available on wh?r? 
the person stayed in Mexico or any name which he may hav? used.

Original with Attachments: Addressee #12,845
DEWSS51FJCATS N AUT "r' “J n . , i r Pim. 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLAS^NCAnOON^ GUDF

YVMSK5I
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

PRIORITY
O Radio □ Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO DATE SENT: 4/18/68
FROM: BUREAU DATE REC’D: 4/19/68
NO.: 125 BY: RGB TIME REC’D: 8:30 A.M.

MURKIN.

CONTACT’S SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS 

MEDIA IO YOUR TERRITORISS TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT REFERENCE 

TO PHOTOGRAPH OF GALT AND HIS CONNECTONN WITH THIS CASE. IF NOT 

ALREADY DONE, PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE SHOWN OR DISTRIBTTDD TO LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AND OTHER APPROPRIATE AGENCIES IN YOUR AREAS TO INSURE 

THE BROADEST POSSIBLE PBBLICATION OF SUBJECT’S PHOTOGRAPH AND BACK­

GROUND.

, OFFICES COVERNNG POINTS OF ENTRY OR EXIT FROM COUNTRY 

INSURETHAT SUBJECTS PHOTOGRAPH AND BACKGROUND HAVE BEEN WIDELY 

EISTRIUTTED AND/OR APPROPRIATELY DISPLAYED AND THAT STOPS ARE 

BENNS MAINTAINED. ,

OFF’CES GOVERNNG DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS

FLIGHTS SHOULD ALSO RENEW STOPS AND DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPHS OF

SUBJECT APPROPRIATELY.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. OTTAWA ADV

Wtably

SEARCHED JOETXTED________
NTRALLlEE6>:::f^lTEi&‘r

APR1 91968
LEGAL ATTACHE- MEXJ£P

1

If the inteliigenee Contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is s 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptogrcp>hic systems).
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DECODED COPY

PRIORITY
O Radio □ Teletype

TO; LEGAT, MEXICO) DATE SENT: 4/18/68
FROM: BUREAU DATE REC’D: 4/19/68
NO.: 126 BY: RGB TIME REC’D: 8:30 A.M.

MURKIN.

REURTEL APRIL 17 LAST.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION GALT RESIDED IN THE LOS ANGELES 

AREA FROM NOVEMBER 19, 1967 TO JANUARY 20, 1968. YOU SHOULD BEAR 

IN MIND THAT DURING THE ABOVE PERIOD THE DAILY ACTIVITY OF GALT 

CANNOT BE ACCOUNTED FOR. DURING THIS PERIOD GALT DEPARTED LOS 

ANGELE'S FOR NEW ORLEANS DECEMBER 15, 1967 AND RETURNED FROM NEW 

ORLEANS DECEMBER 21, 1967.

If thcinteliiecnce contained in the above message is to be dis semiaatdd outside the Bureau,, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic system. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : Legat, Mexico (173-1) 

from : SA Richard S. Clark 

subject: Mu*kin/

DATE: 4/19/68

TORY

On4/19/68 Mrs. EDITH SKaSBY of CltZzenshlp indicated 
that a person she considered suspicious and possibly relaeed 
to this case had applied for a passport*.

She showed a photograph of this individual which did not 
in any way ramble GALT, nor does his description.

..She con3idere.d him furtive in manner and strange-acting. He at first said that he was going to Nicaragua and then said he 
was returning to New Orleans, although he gave a New York 
address. He also asked if the passport could be mailed to him

Following description fo>m his application forms:
NameN LOUIS JOEL 
Sex: Male— 
Ree: White , 
_Birth: 9/27/37 
Height: 5’5" 
Haar: Brownialmost bald) 
Eyes: Hazel
ssn:
Address 336 East 61st S*. NYC
Parents: Catherine Kiefer and Louis Landry,x«x Slidell, New 0rleans 
Per^n to noOify: cousin fax George Yrigoyen, same address in NYC

Entered Mexico 4/15/68 at Laredo.

N° futher action recommended. Mrs Stensby request otos
of suspects when more available 

RSC(1) p

SEARCHED--------- INDEED - 
seria^S::::::®

APR10 1968
LEGAL ATTACHE - ME^

Buy U.S. Saving'f Bonds Regularly on fhe-P^l Savings 73-131-36
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY 
Olias ERIC STARVO GALT.

Profugo Norteamsricwo con ordin de aprehension en relacion 
asesinado del Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Despues de una intensa busqueda ha determixado el FBI 
que huellM digitales hallddas en este caso corresjondin 
a un tai JAMES EARL RAY usando alias ERIC STARVO GALT.

RAY tambien es profit po fugarsi de la PelitlncCaril del 
Estado de Missotfi donde luxe slntenclddo a 20 anos por 
robo de coches y robo de mano armada. Se escape en 
abril de 1967, hace un ago. Antes fui slntlnclado en 
Los Angeles^ CaHfoxna por robo de casa habitada en 1949* 
robo de mano armada on Chicago, Illinoss en 1952 y 
pasar gims del Correo de los EEUU en MLssoiuri en 1955. 
Ha cumplido slntlneila en la Carcel del Condado de Los 
Angeles, Califnrnil, las Penitlncilrias del Natado de 
Illinois en Joliet y Pontiac en 1952-52 y Ha Penitlncilril 
Federal de Luvmwrth en Kansas en 1955-1958.

Estuvo en H Ejercito de los SETO en 1946-1948, donde 
fue slntlnclado una vez a tree meses y mnamunti dado de 
baja.

Ha usado los nombres JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, 
WC. HERRON, JAMES O'CONNER.

Tiini 40 anos de ldad ab. .
"acio el 10 de marzo de 1928 en el Estado de Hinois 
Hide 1.78 mitres *
Pesa 78 kilos
Ojos azulis 
Pelo castao 
CCcatrizis en il centre del lYinti y dll mano diricha. 
Ha trabaladn como panadero, o^nre, vagabundo

ARMADO Y SUMAMENTE PELIGROSO

3
'■l-N^ psc^t)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AIRTEL

To: Director, FBI Date: April 19, 1968

Fj?om7/1^<egat, Mexico City (173-1) (P)

Street; MURKIN . ' ; '

Re: ERIC STARVO GALT ,

‘ Enclosed are two copies of the registration card
for GALT at the Hotel Rio, Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, showing 
his address as 2608 Highland Avenue, Biraingami, Alabama, 
and his residnnce at this hotel from October 19 to November 
6, 1967. .

UNSUB ARMED AND, DANGEROUS 
ammwltMaMMMiMnMimwMisMaia

k

I

5 - Bureau (Enc. 2) 
(1 - Liaison Section)

1 - Mexico City

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FV-20S (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

PRIORITY

□ Radio □ Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO DATE SENT; 4-1^68

FROM: WASHINGTON, D.C. DATE RECEIVED: 4-19-68

NO: 128 BY: DAH/TN TIME RECEIVED: 5:2PM

129 SEE PAGE 3 FOR SEARCHING 

MURKIN.

= THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED AT

WASHINGTON THIS AFTERNOON AND YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE IT IMMEDIATE­

LY AVAIL.ABLE TO THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO AND TV STATIONS IN 

YOUR DIVISOON. EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE XXXNWXK TO INSURE REPEAT­

ED AND WIDESPREDD DISTRIBUTOR OF THIS INFORMATION. COPIES OF THE 

1968 PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT ALREADY IN YOUR POSSESSION AND WANTED 

FLYERS SHOULD ALSO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA CONTACTS. NO ELABORA- 

TON WHATSOEVER MAY BE MADE REGARDING THIS RELEASE. ADDITIONAL

INSTRUCT IONS REGARD NNG INVESTIGAT IVE LEADS Wl LL FOLI.OW SHORTLY.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.

APRIL 19, 1968.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE

FBI HAS IDENTIFIDD JAMES EARL RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE 

PENITENTIARY, AS ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL COMPLAINT 

WAS FILED LAST WEDNESDAY IN CONNECTS WITH THE FATAL SHOOTNNG OF

THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A
SERIAIZZDD

SYSTEM
LIED

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested tha^^Ljg^(,tcblXCa? 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.. \ LEGAU- ATTACHE *'*^-—^>
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EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR. KING 

CASE AGAINST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER 53,000 PERSONS FOR WHOM 

"WANTED NOTICES” HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE FILES OF THE FBI’S IDENTIFI­

CATION DIVISION LED TO THE DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND RAY ARE 

IDENTICAL.

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT RAY, WHO IS 40 YEARS OF AGE, WAS 

REPORTED MISSING FROM THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIAYY AT JEFFERSON 

CITY, MISSOURI, ON APRIL 23, 1967* HE HAD BEEN RECEIVED AT THAT 

INSTITUTOON ON MARCH 17, 1960, 'TO SERVE A 20 YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOW­

ING CONVICTOON IN ST. LOUIS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR OPERATING A 

MOTOR VEHICLE WITHOUT PEAM|SSION OF THE OWNER.

IN SEPTEMBER, 1966, WHILE SERVING THIS SENTENCE, HE WAS 

CONFINED FOR A TIME IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WARD AT THE STATE 

HOSPITAL AT FULTON, MISSOURI

ACCOEDING TO MR. HOOVER , KXEXXXX RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST 

RECORD DATING BACK TO 1949. PRIOR TO THE i960 CONVICTOON FOR WHICH 

HE RECEIVED THE 20 YEAR TERM, RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, IN 1949; ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

IN 1952; AND FORGING AND CASHING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDEER 

IN MISSOURI IN 1955.

HE HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS ANGELE'S COUNTY JAIL IN 

1949; IN STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, IN 1952-54; 

AND IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, IN 1955-58.

RAY WAS AN ENLISTED MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM 

FEBRUARY, 1946, TO DECEMBER, 1948, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.
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GENERAL DISCHARGE DUE TO INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR 

MILITARY SERVICE. WHILE IN THE ARMY, HE RECEIVED A 3-MONTH SENTENCE 

AT HARD LABOR FOR BEING DRUNK AND BREAKING ARREST.

MR* HOOXER^AJD THAT DURING HIS criminal career, ray has
JES&M^ JE McoB^ 0 w-nj^*

ALSO USED THE NAMES OF JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, W.C. HERRON^XsEA^ 

AND JAMES 0*CONNER. HE IS A WHITE MALE; CLAMS TO HAVE BEEN BORN dad 

MARCH 10, 1928, IN ILLINOIS; IS XXWXXXMAPPROXIMATELY 5 FT. 10 IN.

TALL AND WEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS. HE HAS BLUE EYE’S AND BROWN 

HAIR. THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF HIS FOREHEAD AND A 

SCAR ON THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND.

RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ATTENDED SCHOOL THROUGH THE 10TH. 

GRADE IN ALTON, ILLINOIS. HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING A 

"DRIFTER’’ SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. HIS VOCATIONAL EXPERIENCE INCLUDES 

WORKING AS A BAKER, LABORER AND COLOR MATCHER.

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE 

PENITENTIARY, AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FIL.ED IN JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, 

ON JULY 20, 1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEEING FROM THE 

STATE OF MISSOURI TO AVOID CONFINEMENT. HE HAS BEEN A FEDERAL 

FUGITIVE SINCE THEN.

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMEL_Y DANGEROUS. 

ANYONEHAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIP SHOULD IMMEDIATELY, CONTACT 

FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, D.C., OR THE NEAREST FBI OFFICE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureai, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to, protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.
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April 19, 1968 
Attorney General Ramsey Clark announced today that 

the FBI has identified JAMES EARL RAY, an escapee horn the 

mssoxui State Peniterrfjiary, as ERIC STARVO GALT, against whom 

a federal complaint was filed last Wednesday in connection 

Wth the fatal shooting of the Reverend Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR.

Director J. EDGAR HOOVER said that a systematic 
^exhaustive search of latent fingerprints uncovered in the 

Dr. KOTO case against the fnrgerprints of the over 53,000 

person for whom "Wanted Notices" hove been posted in the files 

of the FB?s Identifiation Dvision led to the detexmlsatoon 
that GALT and RAY are identical.

Mr. HOOVER said that RAY, who is 40 years of age, 

was (reported missing from the Missouri State Peln.tlitiary at 

Jefferson City, Masoud, on AapXI 23, 1967. He had been 

received at that institutoon on March 17 i960, to serve a 

20 year sentience mowing conviction Un St. Louis for arsed 

robbery and for operating a mdor vehicle without permission 
of the owner.

In September, 1966, while serving this sentence, he 

was confined for a time in the maximum secuity ward at the 

State Hospital at Fulton, Missouri, '

According to Mr. HOOVER, RAY has a known arrest 

record dating back to 1949* Prior to the i960 coiV:cteOi.;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



for which he receive the 20 year torn, RAY had been 

convicted of burglary in Los Angeles, California, in 1949; 

armed robbery in Chicago, Hinonis, in 1952; and forging and 

cashing United States Postal Money Odors in Missouri in 1955.

He has served terns in the Los .Angeles County Jail 

Un 1949; in state prions at Joliet and Pontiac, nmnois, 

in 1952-54; and in the Federal Perditentijr’y at Leavenworth, 

Kansas, in 1955-58.
RAY was an enlisted man Un the United States Army 

from February, 1946, to December, 1948, at Which time he was 

given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack of 

adaptability for miltary service* Wile in the army, he 

received a threemonth sentence at hard labor for being drunk 
and breaking arrest*

Mr. HOOVER said that during his criminal career, RAY 

has also used the names of JAMES, MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, 

W. C. HERRON, and JAMES o»CONNER* He Is a white mae;, clams 
to have been born March 10, 1928, in Hinoois; is approximately 
5 feet 10 inches tall and weighs about 163 to 174 pounds He 

has blue eyes and brown har. There is a smn scar on the 

center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his right 

hand.
RAY has daBied that he attended school through the 

tenth grade in Alton, HUnois. He has had the reputation of

- 2 -
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bens a "drifter" since leaving school* HLs vocational 

experience includes waking as a baker, laborer and color 

etcher*

In concoction wth his escape from the Masonri 
State Penitentiary, an FBI complaint was fled in Jefferson 

City, Mssooui, on July 20, 1967, chargins RAY Wth unlawfully 

fleeiig from the State of Msswuri to avoid confinement* He 

has been a Federal fugitive since then*
RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDEREDARMEDANDEXTREMELY

DANGEROUS,

* 3 -
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(PART ONE OF TWO PARTS)

□ Teletype

TO: LEGAT, MEXICO DATE SENT: 4/19/68
FROM: BUREAU DATE REC’D: 4/20/68
NOS.: 131 & 132 BY: RGB TIME REC*D: 9:15 A.M.

MURKIN. 00: MEMPHIS.

JAMES EARL RAY, AKA., EARL JAMES RAY, W. C. HERRON, 

EARL JAMES, JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O’CONNER, MMIS^ JAIMES 

WALTON, JAMES WALYON, JIM - FUGITIVE; UFAC - ROBBERY FIRST, 

BUFIL.E 88-41730. 00: KANSAS CITY, KC FILE 88-9449; DETERMINED 

TODAY BY BUREAU TO BE IDENTICAL WITH ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST 

WHOM FEDERAL COMPLAINT FILED APRIL 17 LAST IN CONNECTION WITH 

FATAL SHOOTING OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. . . .

JAMES EARL RAY, INMATE, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY/ 

JEFFERSON CITY, MO., ESCAPED PEN APRIL 23, 1967. INVESTIGATION 

INDICATED RAY CONCEALED HIMSEL.F IN A BREAD BOX AND ESCAPED F'ROM 

TRUCK MAKING DELIVERY TO AN AUXILIARY FARM. RAY WAS SERVING TWENTY 

”" YEARS ON CHARGE OF ARMED ROBBERY - FIRST DEGREE AND FOR OPERATING A

(ARMED AND DANGEROUS)

SEARCHED________ INDEXED) 

SERlALUEDOj^:^

APR2 01968
LEGAL ATTACHE MESICO)

. /73-/-4/

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in orter io protect the Bureau’s cryptogrphic systems:.
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Radio PAGE TWO □ Teletype

VEHICLE WITHOUT OWNERS CONSENT. ON JULY 20, 1967, FEDERAL COM­

PLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WILLIM A. KITCHEN, WESTERN DISTRICT OF 

MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY, MO., FILED BEFORE USC, JEFFERSON CITY, MO., 

CHARGING RAY WITH VIOLATION TITLE 18, SECTION 1073, USC. WARRANT 

ISSUED.

INVESTIGATE HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY CHICAGO, SPRINGFIELD, 

ST. LOUIS, AND KANSAS CITY OFFCCES IN UNPRODUCTIVE EFFORT TO LOCATE 

THIS FUGITIVE. KANSAS CITY IS IOSTITUTING A FULL AND COMPLETE RE­

INVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND DATA, RELATE VIES 

AND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST IN 

HIS LOCATION.

IN THIS CONNECTION, JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE 

ON MARCH 7, 1955, BURGLARIZED THE US POST OFFICE.AT KELLERVILLE, 

ILL., AND STOLE 66 BLANK US POSTAL MONEY ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED 

DURING MARCH, 1955, IN NUMEROUS STATES, WITH THE RESULT THAT BOTH 

WERE SENTENCED IN USDC, KANSAS CITY, MO., ON JULY 1, 1955, T0 USP, 

LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A LONER AND 

RIFE APPARENTLY IS ONE OF HIS FEW CLOSE ASSOCIATES, SUGGESTS 

POSSIBILITY THEY COULD HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATES IN MURDER OF DR. KING, 

AND INVESTSATION ALSO INSTTTUTED IN KANSAS CITY AIRTEL TO SPR|NG- 

FIELD MARCH 11 LAST TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFO RE RIFE AND TO LOCATE 

HIM FOR INTERVJEW. THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD ALSO BE RECOVERED

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.
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O Radio page three CH Teletype

AND EXPEDITED TODAY, IT BEING NOTED RIFE AND RAY HAVE BACKGROUND 

HISTORY IN THE QUINCY, ILL., AREA.

PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ARE BEN NG 

FORWARDED AMSD TO BUREAU AND ALL OFFICES. ,

, (PART TWO OF TWO)

FOLLOWHG IS DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY AS FURNISHED 

BY FBI IDENTIFICATION OIVISION UNDER FBI NO. 306443A:

WHITE MALE, DOB MARCH 10, 1928 OR 1929, ATDECATUR, QUINCY 

OR ALTON, ILL,; APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 10; 174 LBS., IN SEPTEMBER 

1966; RUDDY COMPLEXION; BLUE EYES; BROWN HAIR; MEDIUM BUILD; OCCU- 

PATOONS LABORER AND BAKER; SCARS AND MARKS - SMALL SCAR ON CENTER 

OF FOREHEAD AND SCAR IN PALM OF RIGHIT HAND ADDRESSES - ST. LOUIS, 

MO., MARCH 1960; 2015 PARK, ST. LOUIS, MO., OCTOBER 1959; QUINCY, 

ILL., JULY 1955, MARCH 1955, AND APRIL 1950? HOTEL QUINCY, QUINCY, 

ILL., MARCH 1955; VICTOR HOTEL, QUINCY, ILL., MARCH 1955; 853 WEST 

FULLERTON, CHICAGO; ILL., MAY 1952; 805 ALBY STREET, ALTON, ILL., 

JULY 19^1. FPC - 16, M OVER M, 9 OVER 4, U OVER W, 000 OVER 101, 

12, REF 9 OVER 12. NCIC FPC DASH | |

MILIAARY RECORD - JAMES EARL RAY, SN ENLSSTEO US ARMY

FEBRUARY 1946, AT EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL,, AND SERVED ON ACTIVE Ml 

DUTY UNTIL DECEMBER 23, 1948, AT WHICH TIME GIVEN GENERAL DISCHAAGE 

AS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AT CAMP KILMER, NJ, BY REASON OF INEPT-NESS AND

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.
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LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARY SERVICE. RECORD0S ALSO INDICATE 

HE RECEIVED TREATMENT FOR GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS WHILE A MEMBER OF 

THE MILITARY.

* FOLLOWING IS A DESCRIPTION OF WALT-ER TERRY RIFE, FBI NO.

4.558766, AS OBTAINED FROM FILES OF USP, LEAVENWORTH:

WHITE MALE, AGE 44, DOB APRIL 19, 1924, 5 FEET 9 1/2, 

161 LBS., BROWN HAIR, EYES BLUE GRAY.

KANSAS CITY IS SETTING OUT ALL PERTINENT LEADS TODAY BY 

TELETYPE. AND TELEPHONE FOLLOWED UP BY TELETYPE CONFIRMATION. ALL 

LEADS MUST BE COVERED WITHIN 24 HOURS WITH BUREAU, KANSAS CITY, AND 

MEMPHIS BEING KEPT ADVISED BY APPROPRIATE COMMUNICATE OF PERTNEENT 

DEVELOPMENTS.

SUGGEST BUREAU MAKE IMMEDIATE COMPARISON OF ANY LATENT 

FINGERPRNNTS DEVELOPED DURING KING INVESTIGATION WITH THOSE OF 

WALTER TERRY RIFE TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL.

AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ANCHORAGE HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN. 

LEGAT OTTAWA AND ALL SACS ADVISED.

SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WITH DEADLY 

WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE HOSPITAL, FULTON, MO., IN 1966, 

AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

P.
(END OF TWO PARTS)

If the intellieence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic sys^em^.
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TO: LEGAT, MEXICO

FROM: BUREAU

NO: 133 BY: RGB

PRIORITY
□ Teletype

DATE SENT: 4/1.9/68
DATE RECD: 4/20/68

TIME REC’D: 9:15 AM

MURKIN.

VIGOROUSLY PURSUE ALL LEADS CONCERNING SUBJECT AT 

PUERTO VALLARTA, JALISCO, MEXICO.

PHOTOS OF SUBJECT BEING FORWARDED SEPARATELY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

113--1-4/
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is sugges-ted that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic system*.
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EWTW
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

5010.107-02

Memorandum
TO

FROM

FILE (173-1) DATE: April 20, 1968

EGAT N. L. FERRIES

subject:: MURKJIN

The foioowing leads have been assigned in connection 
with captooned case:

~ (1)l Check,w^h narcotics contacts in Guadalajara and
Puerto Vallaxta an view of indicatoons that ERIC S. GALT 
had been -interested in obtainnng marijuana, provided such 
can be done discreetly. If the need for discretion 
indicates this should not be done, then contact should be 
establiseed with the Naacotics Officer in the Embassy to 
ascertain if the sources available to that office can be 
•utilised to determine if GALT is now endeavoring to obtain 
marijuana in Mexico. (lead assigned to SA FOARDE.)

(2) Reinterveew Hl persons previously in touch with 
GALT to insure that Hl details have been obtained concerning 
hi's previous trip to Meeico, where he stopped en route to 
Puerto Vanarta and how much did he know about Mexico which 
might innate a place wlwre he would go back, if returning 
to this country. (Lead assigned to SA FOARDE for trans­
mittal to SAs OGLESBY and GRAY.)

____ _(3) . T^y. cove^gee in Merrda and Progreso concerning; 
poswUblxly ttat GALT .might be 1° those areas attempting 
to go to Cuba. Consul HARBEN and Identlficatoon Officer 
ARBEU should be advised by maal with copies of GALL’s 
photographs. (Lead assigned to SA CLARK.)

(4) With regard to the pooiibbiity that GALT might 
go to Veracruz iin an effort to go to Cuba, contact should 
be made with Consul SAM YOUNG and the Veracruz poiice, 
furnishn^ *hem appropriate photographs. (Lead assigned to 
SA PAGE.)

CC: SA FOARDE 
SA CLARK
SA PAGE 
SA RUDD 
SA JAMILLER 
LEGAT FERRIS

Buy US. Savings B^ Regularly on the Payroll Savings PIm

SEARCHED._______ INDEXED____
SERIALIZED^W

APR:. J1968
■ LEGAL ATTACHE. MEXICO
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MEX 173-1 , , ,

(5) With .regard to the possibility that GALT may 
go to Tampico in an effort to go to Cuba, appropriate 
sources in- Tampico should be alerted Md _photogr-aphs 

ffurnihhed them. (Lead assigned to FERRIES for transmittal 
to SA MILLER In Monterrey>)

(6) Check appropriate hotels and motels for first night 
stops in Monnerrey, Saltillo, and San Luis Potosi, to locate 
Where GALT (may have overnighted on hls original trip J^om 
Laredo to Puerto Valllrtl. (Lead assigned to FERRIS for. 
transmittal to SA MILLER in Monteerey.) .

(7) Ascertain loom San Antonio approximate tmme of day 
GALT”s tourist card to enter Mexico was obtained at Nuevo 
Laredo, based on the sequence of -immigration card numbers. 
(Lead assigned to SA FGARDE for refereed to the Bureau by 
cablegram.)

(8) Check with Bureau regarding background and identity 
of individual recently in Veracruz trynng to arrange travel 
to Cuba, to see if he is actually a real person or if he 
might be GALT. (Lead assigned to SA PAGE.) -

(9) Talk to Mrs. HELEN PAGE at Maria Crist-naa .Hotel 
for further details regarding iLndivddull reported by her 
to Security Officer JOHN ELLIS on 4/19/68. (Lead assigned 
to SA RUDD.) ’ ,

(10) Arrange to issue Consular circular as soon as 
psssible with phntographs of GALT. (Lead assigned to SA 
CLARK.)

(11) Establlhmient of coverage in Acapulco t;o determine 
whether GALT may have gone there. (Lead assigned to SA 
FOARDE for referral t;o MEX-34.)

(12) Establismlent of coverage in Mazatlan to determine 
if Subject may go to that area. (Lead assigned to SA FOARDE 
for transmittal to SA KAISER.)

(13) Establlhmient of coverage on the Guatemalan 
bwdler through Gobernacion to ascertain if GALT should try 
to.exit Mexico for Guatemala or Belize, Britssh Honduras, 
(Lead assigned to SA JA. FILLER.)

-2-
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MEX 173-1

(14) Alert Guatemalan Immigration Officers through 
Chief of Immigration at the Guatemala City Airport, 
transmitting photographs for disseminationto Guatemalan 
Immigration Officers at 'the airport and at logical points 
along the Guatemalan side of the border with Mexico. 
(Lead assigned to SA J. A. MILLER.)

(15) Insure :that fisurs have up to date photographs 
of GALT. (Lead assigned to SA CLARK.)

(16) Ascertain if it would be necessary to reimburse 
investigative inoormant connected with Gobernacion to spend 
extensive tmae going through cancelled tourist cards to 
locate one turned in by GALT when he departed Mexico. 
(Lead assigned to SA CLARK.') ,

-3-
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(Rev. 5.22.64)1

F B I

Date: 4/20/68
Transmit the following in CODE

Via CABLEGRAM
BY: RGB

(Type in plaintext or code)

IMMEDIATE
NO: 177 (Priority)

URGENT 
MURKIN

REMYCAB APRIL ONE SEVEN LAST

ELISA ARELLANO TORRES LOCATED AT GUADALAJARA

JALSSCO AND RECALLED MEETING ERIC STARVO GALT AT PUERTO VALLARTA

JALSSCO WHILE GALT WAS THERE ][N OCTOBER DASH NOVEMBER LAST AND

SHE KNEW
WITH

HIM BY THIS NAME. HE WAS IN
ALABAMA. PLATES
WHITE MUSTANG/AND PICKED HER

UP ABOUT MIDNIGHT AS SHE LEFT WORK AS CIGARETTE GIRL AT HOTEL

POSADA VALLA^RTA THEY THEREAFTER LIVED TOGETHER FOR FIVE DAYS

BUT BROKE UP, SHE SAYS, BECAUSE HE WANTED HER T'O BUY MARIJUANA

F’OR HIM. NEITHER SHE OR ANY OTHERS IOTERVEWED TO DATE RECALLS

SEEING HIM USE MARIJIALNA. SHE SAW HIM AROUND TOWN F’OR AN ESTIMATED

TEN DAYS THEREAFTER AND KNOWS THAT HE LIVED AT BOTH RI:O AND

TROPICANA HOTELS toiKXiajcsispiiffltfaMi: THEIR TRYSTS, HOWEVER

USUALLY TOOK PLACE ][N XXXUKD ANOTHER HOTEL CALLED QUOEE LAS

GLORIAS. UNQUOTE HE WENT SEVERAL TIMES TO YALAPA, SMU^L NEARBY

RESORT AREA FREQUENTED BY QUOTE HIPPY UNQUOTE TYPES, ALLEGEDLY

TO BUY MARIJUANA

ARELLANO DESCRIBED GALT AS ABOUT THREE SIX YEARS

OLD, FIVE FEET TEN TO ELEVEN INCHES, REGULAR BUILD BUT A LITTLE

THIN, BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, HABIT OF SCRATCHING HEAD^

173-1
RJO/JJF/s

Approved: -.
(2) Specia ent in Charge

Sent

INDEXED

Per.

SEARCHED.
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f b i ;

Date: ।

Transmtt the following in I
(Type in plaintext or code)

ViaJ
(Priority) (

W Mt M MM M_m.Ml -MM MM MM «M MM ^M MJM'm'M MM ^ MM.MM M|-^ M MM MM MM^MM.'vM 1M.MI MM MM MM.M 'MRM M MM MM» _MMt .1MM JMM" Jm'MM MtM* «M:n'jM MM

PAGE TWO
SKETCH 

ARRANGIGG HAIR. SHE STATED SKECTH WITH SHORT OR BUTCH HAIRCUT 

IS GOOD LIKNNESS AND DESCRIBED GALT AS COMPLETE INTROVERT WHO 

WAS ALWAYS TIRED AND, JEN HER OPINION, MIGHT BE A MENTAL CASE. 

HE SPOKE NO SPANIESH AT ALL AND CONSTANTLY USED DICTIIARRY TO 

CONVERSE WITH HER. BEFORE THEY BROKE UP, HE TOLD HER HE COULD 

REMAIN JEN PUERTO VALAARTA UP T'O TWO MONTHS JEF SHE WANTED HIM TO. 

HE SPOKE OF RETURNING TO THE U.S. THROUGH MEXICO CITY BUT SHE IS 

UNCERTAIN CONCERNNNG HIS EXACT X DATE OF DEPARTURE.

. ARELLANO HAS NOT SEEN OR HEARD FROM GALT SINCE

HE WAS IN PUERTO VALLARTA. IF HE WERE LOOKING FOR HER, HE 

WOULD TRY IN PUERTO VALLARTA SINCE HE WOULD NOT KNOW SHE IES NOW 

IN GUADALAJARA AND WOULD PROBABLY CONTACT BARTENDER LUIS GARCIA, 

WHO HAS BEEN COOPKRRTJING CLOSELY WITH AGENT ON SCENE AND FIRST 

FURNISHED I1F?ORMR,TION LEADUG T'O ARELLANO. CONTACT BEING MAHTA^ED, 

THROUGH INVESTIGATIVE INFORMANT,WITH ARELLANO ON REGULAR BASIS 

IN CASE SHE DOES RECEIVE ANY INFORMATION FROM OR CONCERNING GALT.

FIRES^OIES GENERAL MANAGER ERO MEXIECO, BENJAMIN P. 

COOPER, ADVISJSS RECORDS OF CENTRAL OFFICE, MEXIECO CITY, DO NOT 

SHOW IDENTITY OR OTHER DATA ON PURCHASER OF TIRE FOUND ON MUSTANG.. 

HE IES DISCREETLY CANVASSIENG ALL HIS LOCAL OUTLETS TO DETERMINE

1
Approved:---------------- .----------------------------- Sent------------------------- M Per;---------------------------

. Special Agent in Charge
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FBI

Date:

Transmtt the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via,
(Priority)

PAGE THREE

WHERE TIRE WAS SOLD

SIX MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES HANDLE TRIP INSURANCE

FOR TOURIST'S TRAVELING IN MEXICO AND KEEP RECORDS AT BORDER POINTS

WHERE POLICIES ARE USUALLY SOLD. SUGGEST SAN ANTONIO, AT LAREDO,

TEXAS, AND NUEVO LAREDO TAMAULIPAS, CHECK FOR ANY RECORD OF

POLICY ISSUED TO GALT AT LOCAL OFFICES OF LA PROVINCIAL, SEGUROS

AMERICA, AZTECA, TEPEYAC AND LA COMMERCIAL COMPANIES. LA LBBERTAD

THE SIXTH COMPANY, DOES NOT MAINTAIN AGENCIES AT BORDER, ACCORDN KJ

TO INSURANCE OFFICIALS HERE

COPIES OF REGISTRATION CARD FOR GALT AT HOTEL

RIO, PUERTO VALLARTA, WITH SIGNATURE AND SOME OTHER HANDWRITING

FORWARDED TO BUREAU BY COURIER POUCH APRIL ONE NINE LAST WITH

COVER AIRTEL

INVESTIGATION CONTI NTH G AT PUERTO VALLiARTA

GUADALAJARA AND MEXICO CITY WITH STOPS PLACED AT MEXICAN IMMIGRA^ON

FOR ALL POINTS OF DEPARTIRE. PRESS COVERAGE EXTENSIVE AND BEING

FURTHER STIMULATED HK THROUGH PRESS OFFICERS OF EMBASSY AND

CONSULATES WITH MATERIAL APPROVED BY BUREAU FOR RELEASE. BUREAU

WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Approved: —--------------------------------------
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per
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OPTONAL. FORM NO- 10 -5010-107-02
MAY 1962 EOiTKN
GSA GEN REG. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
TO : FILE date: 4/20/68

FROM : LEGAT N. L. FERRIES (173-1)

subject:

At 4:30 p.m., 4/19/68 Assistant to the Director C. E. 
DE LOACH telephonically advised that ERIC S. GALT had been 
identif-ied through fingerprints as JAMES EARL RAY, as a result 
of which the following aliases have been determined to have 
been used by RAY':

JIM McBRIDE
HARVEY LOWMYER
JAMES WALYON
W. C. HERRON
JAMES O’CONJERR
JOHN WILLARD
"JIM".
Mr. DE LOACH instuuceed that in view of the SuUject’s 

previous experience in Mexico, we should scour the area for him 
espeecally in tl>e vicinity of Poerto'Vallarta. He also 
mstruceed that appropriate stops should be placed at all points 
of exit from Meeico, espeecally those utilieed for departure for 
Cuba.

NLFako 
(2)

Buy US. Savingss Ms Regularly on fa PayroOl Savings R^n

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTiONA^FCRM NO 10 S010-10Z-02
» • ,.MAY 1002 EOITKW

GSA GEN. K«. NO. 27

\ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : Legat, Mexico City (173-1) (P) date: April 22, 1968

from : SA DOUGLAS G. BILLS

subject: MURKIN

SA RICHARD W. KAISER telephonically advised at 
5 p.m., April 21, 1968, he received a call fT-oom SAC, El 
Paso, Texas, at 1:4:5 p.m., same date, stating Bureau instuucted 
he call KAISER about receipt by New York Of.f.ice of a trlt- 
grsm at 9:40 a.m , same date, from ALEJADROO RIVEIA CERVANTEES 
stating, "I HAVE LOCATED PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSASSINATION,” 
giving return address teeephone 3-29-855,, HermosSllo, Sonora.

MEX 59 had contacted RIVEIA at his hotel (not 
i^ntifieea) in Heeiactoillo. RIVKIU clamwd on April 5, 1968, 
-in Mazaaian, Sinaloa, near an u^dent-ifeed beach at about 
10 a.m., an UNSUB held him up with a lugar, but RIVERA had 
no money, so UNSUB left in a new red Datson with no Tieense 
plates. UNSUB described as Amoriian.

RIVERA said he checked out of his hotel., name not 
given, at HermosSllo and left tihe sameday^ihisl966 Opel, 
which is registered to his wife, 17
years old, who lived at Nonualco>45-C, Apartment 305, 
Ciudad TlzlteSoico, Meeico. ^^|s mother (FNU) GONZALEZ 
SOTO, lives there and her tjeleihwiw is 29-46-08.

RIVERA said he had been jonned by his wife jin 
Hermosills and they proceeded eir•tit to Meeico, DF, along 
the route he clammed he -folSowrd UNSUB in his car arriving 
Mexico City about 4 p.m., Appil 6, 1968. He proceeded to 
the Hotel York in Merics, DF, where he rrgistered.

He took a taxi and found UNSUB who had ateempted 
the holdup ridnng as a passenger traintr. ThejUiver (not

It is not il.rar why he was not with his wife at 
this time or needed 'transport atonn, but he stated to MEX 59 
he left the hotel, proceeding to a near-by taxi stand (name 
of taxi company not identif-edd and 'presumably only one near-by) 
whose teeephones are 15-50-20 and 15-85-20.
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MEX 173-1

described.) was apparently familiarizing UNSUB with the streets 
in Mexico City prior to the latter’s going to work as a 
driver. ■

RIVEIA said he was irihhtneed and did tot talk 
with UNSUB while he was being driven to his Wife's address 
Jin TlalteToCoo.

.At that time RIYEIA claimed -he did tot suspect 
the identity of UNSUB. He said he left Mexico City on April 
8, 1968, via train to Ciudad Obregon, arriving April 10, 
1968. He saw a newspaper with an artist’s conception of 
subject in this case (which drawing or newspaper not identi­
fied) and concluded ateempted assailant (the UNSUB) -is the 
assassin in this case. Incidentally, he also said he had 
seen subsequent photographs of JAMES EARL RAY or ERIC STARVO 
GALT (which not stated) and was finally convinced that this 
was the man who had tried to hold him up.

RIVERA said he had written to Mr. BAYARD RUSTIN, 
Negro leader in the United States identi■fted as .Executive 
Director of the Institute Phillip Randolph, New York, New 
York, but received no reply.

RIVEIA proceeded to Hermioillo and on Appll 21, 
1968, sent the te^egam mentioned above. RIVERA is going to 
be in Hermioillo for two days and his local address will be 
Zacatecas 731 Sur, Ciudad Ob Oregon, where he allegedly is 
employed by the Liga de Comunidades Agrariss y Sindicatos 
Carnpesinds Obregon.

MEX 59 noted that RI5ESIA has another wife named 
LIDIA ZACUETA NIEDLAS DE RIVEIA and at times appears to be 
irrational and wandering in his accounts of his activ.ittesll

Of possible interest, MEX 59 noted that RltERA 
said he was more than willtni to return to Mexico City to 
point out UNSUB and reasoned 'RIVERA wanted his fare paid here.

RIVEIA said he guessed the girl who is the radio 
operator at the taxi stand near the Hooel York would know 
the identity of the cab driver who was supposedly friiliariziig 
UNSUB with the city.

2
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MEX 173-1

.RIVERA described UNSUB, whom he presumes to be 
JAMES EARL RAY, as WMA, 40 years old, 5 -feet 10 inches, 180 
pounds, blue eyes, pale complexion, always seen wearing 
gray Weetern-type hat but not with wi.de brim and a gray 
gabardine raincoat.

LEAD

MEXICO CITY

At Mexico, DF. Assign source t;o contact cab stand 
near Hotel York to'.display photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and 
attempt to identify driver mentioned above.

JAMES EARL RAY CONSIPERDD ARMED AND 
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

3
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UNCLASSIFIED

April 22, 1968

VA

Mr. Neil Masl^ll Ruge
Consul

. Embassy of the United States of America 
Guatemala City, Guatemala '

Dear Mr. Ruge:

I am enclosing five sets of photographs concerning 
James Earl Ray, together with four Spanish language summaries 
regarding this individual.

I Will sincerely appreciate if you wil retain one 
set of the photographs for your information and make the other 
four sets, together with title Spanish lmguage summaries, avail­
able to Mr. Alberto Argueta Mendez;, Directorv General of 
Immigration in Guatemala City. I would appreciate it if you 
would suggest to Mr. Argueta that he make one set available to 
immigration at La Aurora Airport and furnish the other three 
for ports of entry from Mexico.

While we have no information that Ray might travel to 
Guatemala, we do know that he has visietd Mexico and the 
poosiiility exists that he may have entered or try to enter 
Guatemala.

We would appreciate it if you would advi.se Guatemalan 
Immigration to notify your office imimedately of any infoxmation 
received regarding this individual in order that you might be 
able to furnish such information to this office.

Enclosures (20)

UNCLASSIFIED

17-/1-47
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___  . 1 appreciate your' cooperation in this muter and 
lo* toward to seeing you during ay May trip to Guatemala 
City.

Sincerely,

SAmT
JAMES A. MILLER
Assistant Legal Attache 

P.S.

A1®° enclcsed aresix Wanted Flyers which were 
published under the name Git, prior to his identificatin 
as Ray.

-2-
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The Foreign Service 
of the United States 
of America

American Embassy 
Mexico, DF

. April 22, 1968

CONSULAR CIRCULAR 12

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY, alias: Eric Starvo Galt

Attached are photographs of this subject who, as 
you know fooe newspaper publicity, is wanted in connection 
with the assassina^on of the Reverend Dr, Martin Luthei King.

Subject is a white eale, age 40, who daies to have 
been loin ?n March 10, 1928, O Illinois. He is approximately 
5 feet 10 inches tall and weighs about 163 to 174 pounds. 
He has blue eyes and brown hair. There is a seen scar on 
the center of his foeehead and a scar on the palm of his 
right hand.

He has also used the names JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES 
WALTON, W. C. HERRON, and JAMES O’CONNER.’

’ He has an extensive criminal record in the United 
States and is also currently wanted as an escapee foee the 
Missouri State Peententiary where he was serving twenty year’s 
for areed robbery.

It .is requested t;hat you be alert for any inforea- 
toon relating to this individual and t;hat any lLniorertion 
developed be ieeeddately relayed to the Legal Attache.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSDDERDD ARMED AND 
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

Attaclmnts

L: NILFeris
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