
at least three black members of the Memphis Police and Fire 
Dejpatrtment would have been overlooked. It is also very 

probable that black citzeen "lead" input would have been 

greater.

B. As To The Security Investigator

The task force was charged to address itself 

particularly to the question of wetter the nature of the 

relaliionshPp between the Bureau and Dr. King called for 

crminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or otter 
appropriate acton. Our responses foioow.

1. Because the five year statute of Imitoioms 

has long since run we cannot reoamund criminal pro^rtoon 

of any Bureau personnel, past or present:, responsible for 

the possible criminal harraasment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C. 

3282). No edited of a continuing conspiracy was Jord.

2. The respossbility for initantng and proomgwg 

the seauity investgaton rested on tte deceased Director 

of the Bureau and his :mmeldLatl limnants, some of whom 

are also deceased and the remainder of whom are retired. 

They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few 

Bureau personnel who had anything to do with tte King reality 

investigaton and who are still m active service, did not 

make command decisonss and merely foliwled orders. We do not

-145-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



think they are the proper subjects of any disciplinary 
action. Some of the activates conducted, such as the 

technical electronic suveiiance, had the approval of . 

the. te Attorney General, The Courts had not adequately 

desalt with What authority rested in the executive branch 

to initate such suveiUence in the interest of "national 

seaurity". We do not think the "leg men" in the Bureau 

should be held to an undefneed standard of behavior, much 

less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer 

of the government. '

The Bureau’s CODTELUPIO) type activitees, the illicit 

dissemhaticn of raw investigative data to discredit 
Dr. King, the efforts to ihtmicaite'hm, to break up his 
marriage, and the exlicit and illicit efforts to black- 

mH him, were not fully known to the Department, but were 

none-the-less ordered and directed by Director Hoover, 

Assistant to the Director DeLoach, Asssistant Director 

Suiivasn and the Section Clief under him.

In our view their subordiratees were far removed 

fom decision res■p^nsSbility. Moreover, we think the 
s^ordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director 

Heer’s overpowering and intmidatng domnatom of the 

Bureau, they had ro choice butt to implement the Bureau’s 

dirrectons. Puntive action against the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force 

to be ^appropriate in these ciccwstancces and at this 

very late date.

3. The Bureau's ilicit surveillance prrocUc^l. 

tapes and transcripts concerning King and many others. 

These may be sought by King's heirs and representatiess. 

Worse still, they may be sought by members of the public 

at large cnder the Freecom of lt■lfpmatO(tn Act. We 

reoonend that these topes and transcripSs be sealed and 

sent to the National Archives and that the Congress be 

asked to pass legislator denying any access to them 
whatever and authorizing and directing their total 

destruction along' with the destruction of miaerial in 

reports and memorandda derived from them.

4. The potential for abuse by the individual 
occupying the office of Director of the FBI has been 

amply demnnsrated by our investgttf<ts. Ws think it is .

a responsivity of the Department in the first hstmn^ 

and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct 

of the FBI (and the other police agencies of the govern­

ment). We endorse the establSsment by the Attorney 

General of the Office of Professicnal Resofstbility on 

Decoder 9, 1975, as an effective means for itntaa-detatGettttll 

policing of the Bureau. ' We also think the permanent
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Senate Select Committee, on Intelligence is an appro­

priate. agency of the legislative arm to oversge thg 

perOomance of the Bureau. Both thie Office of Pro­

fessional Rsppnsnbility and the Senate Selett Commtteg 

should be.expressly designated in their respective 

enabling regulations and resolutions to be a place tto 
Which Bureau subordiatess may complain, coe:idgaeially 
and with impunity, of orders Which they telieve to 
threaten! a violation of- the civil rights and ibertees 

of citherns and inhabitants of tie United States.

5. It seems tto us that the unauthorized malicious 

dissemination of investigative data from FBI fiees should 

be moire tian the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC 

55Mi)(1))- A felony penalty should be added.

Paenheeically, it should be noted here that it 

shouid be made clear that it is improper (but not criminal.)
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- . for the Bureau to bypass the Attorney General and deal 

directly with the White House.

6. The task force recommends that the FBI have no 

authority to engage in OONTELPROD type acCivities Which 

involve affimatvee punitive action foiowinig Star 

Chamber decisions With respect to citZens or inhabitants 

(See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the gui.de- 

lines which the present Attorney General has establsshd 

to govern the FBI's dcmetic security investigations 

effectively precede these acivitees. Those guidelines 

moreover, appear to ^ to permit only strictly legal 

investigative techniques to be employed in tell scale 

domestic security iniestigaticins. This too we endorse.

The foregoing comprises our report and reccmmenda- 

toons. It is respectfuiy strutted.
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. TENNSS3E; DEPUTE O' ’U2UC HEA^ -
• »ovi'.^^i

SNA * $) OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAM HER

353 Maison Avenue
■ . Meaohis. Tennessee 08103

. AUTOPSY REPORT

;»5( no.1,......,.:—:—

•{OVNivXhiV: ■ .'J:---------

RACE _X!—SEX u. AGE__x^..

HOME ADDRESS

name of occedent Matin—Anchor— H-ng-Jr.

COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER _Jn-mJF--ahOXSCO5-1.O.0 
address —Mmjpds,—Towiessee—

district attorney general—PH_A»..JCaniaie-----------  
address ...,..M!ruUh-srJ;vnuyss;w,-----

ayrtshical oiAChosis —Gunshot—r;<u;^ nd—to—bod-y^-an^d—fa.ce with-------------------- 
Fracture of nandible

 lace-aton vertebral artery, jugular voin and sub­
. , cl’avim artcry, right,

__ |nce^tJon_£sL-sU-nal.jc.axd_XJover:_cje,v.ix^ 
thoracic),

. __ iMr^PAncaaruLJhemaaEoria,-^^

cre$t or tt*-m .CicnAot.vcd::2-to—spinal—column,—lowar—cervical j-'-impor 
thoracic , •

musuni ci fnng l>^3U.uasiLl;oi:,rfisul,t,a£,&,gun&hat-wo,und. to -the------
chLnfc,and.xtzC-Visi...iJataL-truisEeicJon_o£-.the-Joweri_cervical--and-----

under rs,s r ulc 221o1X,conl..ftridLo£h2r■.l.stTUc.tuee.s-.■i,n_t.lK:.-nec■k■.__The—

direct l^oCJhe..W2undjng_wasJCionjrontL.t:oL..back,.jabo^^

t (ren ris) usla£e —The-seYcrlig_jDjL.the.jSninajLxj^^^

AC~-M S.*U Jiuns. VAS-R.r.ou:id-tluX-wU;..fnta1 very .shortly after it 
cc.rrr.r®,  ' . .

*■” .• >.i.i •♦. -• i, (-. provide a certified opinion to the County Medical 
“ •*' ■' ’ ' ”,! '-"'r‘L The facts and Hndnngs to support these con-

■ State Medical Examiner. ‘

,V. ; >,M{------^y—^rcXS^ES__  m.d.
. । 3. T. Francisco '

**•*<»*.65?^Ha^dLazr.- Avenue -iiem>lh.s., _Tennessee....
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Form 388
THE CITY OF MEMPHIS HOSPITALS

AUTOPSY PROTOCOL

Pathologist irs .Surunt. an4 .Francisco ...Assistant

Autopsy, No. A6S-2S2______ ------ Service VoL Ex.----- Hospital-No._____________ _

Name Matin Luther King, Jr.___________ AaetJi—.Race,"egtplSx.Jlr^ .. .. iJnnnoww-Apprexoxatcly
Date of Admission DOA . ________Date and.,Hour of Death 4-1*65 . P*V«
Date and Hour of Autopsy_____ 4-4-68 10:43 P. ____________________ '

FINAL PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS

Checked by__________________ _________________ DateCompleted 4-11-68_________

PRIMARY SRINS: '

I. Distant gunshot wound to body and face
A. Fracture of right mandible
B. Laceration of vertebral artery, jugular vein and subclavian, 

artery, right
C. Fracture of spine (T-1, C-7)

. D. Laceration of spinal cord (lower cervical,, upper thoracic )
E. Submucosal- henoorhage, larynx
F. Intrrpuloonary honatona, apex right upper lobc

SECONDARY SERIES; ■

1. Remote scars as descrbbed .
2. Pleural adhesions _
3. Fatty change liver, moderate .'
4. Arteriosclerosis, moderate ' . .

LABORATORY FINDINGS:

Blood Alcohol - 0.0%

.
5. Venous cut-oowns
G. Ttacheps00Iyy

-155- ■'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EXHIBIT 4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



•

*

■

OAVES'EARL RAY

Some Known Expend, tures: April 23, 1967 - J^une 8, 1968

Section Serial . item Amount Date

71 ‘ 5246 Rent for one week at 2731 
N. Sheffield; Chicago

$13.61 4/30/67,

74 5448 1959 Chrysler:; Chicago $200.00 6/5667

74 5413 ‘ 1962 Plymouth; East St. 
Louis

$209.50 7/14/67

74 5437X Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, 
Canada

$17.28 7/17/67

19 2192 Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.00
Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Street, 
Monreal at $75mo; Montreal

7/19/67

60 4692 Svdt at English Scotch 
Woolen Company; Montreal

$75.06 7/21/67

19 2192 Book ordered from Futura 
Books in Inglwoxdi, Caif.; 
Monreal

$9.00 7/24/67

17 2068 ■ Correspondence course at 
Locksmthing Institute tn 
New Jersey; Monreal

$17.50 7/28/67

74 5402 Grey Rocks Inn from 7/30 
to 8/5; Canada

$195.15 8/5/67

19 2192 Formula for making glass 
purchase by money o^er to 
E.Z. Formula; Monreal

$1.00 8/9/67

74 - 5400 Granada Hotel; Bimongham $4.50 8/26/(57

21 ' 2324 Room and board for one week $22.50 8/26/67

6 628 1966 Write Ford Mustang; '
Biminghm •

$1,995.00 8/30/67

21 2324 Room and board; Bimhngbam. $22.50 9/2/67

21 2324 Room and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/9/67

21 2324 Dance lessens; Bimingnm* $10.00 9/12/657
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» *
• •

■

Section S<eiaL lem At^un*

•
Da-tie

21 2324 Room and board; Bimin^m $22,550 
if

9/16/67

21 2324 • Room and board; Bimrigta $22.50 9/23/67

9 . 1 1135 Camera equipment, Superior $337.24 
Bulk Firn Co; Biminham

9/28/67 
z

18 2118 Room only; Birnwham $17.50 9/20/67

. 55 1422 .38 Cdiber, Liberty 
Chief Revolver- $65.00 10/1/67

75 5496
*

Hotel San Francisco - 
10/10; Acapulco $6.00 10/11/77

75 5496 Pancho Villa - 10/15; 
Guadilajara

$3.20 10/16/67

75 5496 Pancho Villa - 10/18; -
Guaaddajaaa

$3.20 10/19/67

69 5150 Hotel Rio at $4.80/day- 
10/19-11/6; Puerto 
Vailarta

$91.20• 11/6/67

69 " 5150
•

( Elisa Arellano to rent 
' a?t.; Puerto Vailarta

$48.00 1V /67

69 5150 H>tel Tropicana at $7.20 
day - 1V7-11/13; Puerto 
VcTLlarta^

$43.20 11/13/67

6 668 Rert at 1535 N. Serrano; $127,550 11H9/67

6 668 Utilises at 1535 N.
Serrano; Los Angeles $10.00 11/20/67

52 4143 Appointment with Dr. Mark 
, Freeman; Beverly Hills

$25.00 11/27/67

52 ’ 4143 Appointeent With Dr. Mak 
Freeman ,

$25.00 11/30/67

52 4143 Appoinm.ent with Dr. Mark 
Freeman .

$25.00 , 12/4/67

52 4143 Dance lessens at National 
Dance Studio; Los Angeles

$29.00 12/5/67

52 4143 • Appoinbrent with Freeman $25.00 • 12/5/67

52 4143 Dance lessons $29.00 12/7/67
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Section Serial J . Item Amount: tars a‘»e

—
52 4143 Appointment with Freeman $25.00 12/11/67

52 4143 Dance lessons $29.00 12/12/67

6
22

745
’ 2325 Dance lessons $100.00 12/14/67

52 4143 ■ Appoinment with Freeman' ■ $25.00 12/14/67

74 5399 Provincial Dittel - 12/17­
12/19; New Orlons

\ $24.00 12/19/67

6
22

t 745
2325 Dance lessons $364.00 , 12/21/67

22 2325 , Locksmthirg Institute;
' Los Angeles

$15.00 1/8/68

22 2325 International School of
• - Bartending; Los Angel.es .

$20.00 1/19/68

22 2325 International School of 
Bartending; Los Angel.es

$105.00 1/20/68

. 22 2325 Rent at St. Francis Hotel; 
Los Angeles

$85.00 1/21/6S

12 1500 Free Press of Los Angel.es $4.25 - 1/29/66

22 2325 Locksmthing Institute $7.50 1/31/68

12 1500 C.M. He3gpeth, mail forward­
ing service .

- $3.00 2/1/68

6 668 Rent at St. Francis H>oel $85.00 ' 2/21/68

12 1500 Futura Books $6.44 ' 2/26/68

12 . 1500 Tiffny Enterprsses $9.98 2/26/68

22 > 2325 Locksmthing Institute $7.50 • 2/26/68

22 2325 Locksmth Ledger ' $5.25 2/26/68

12 1428 Locksmthing Institute $15.00 3/8/68

8 1033 Roomweek at 113 14th St.; 
Atlanta $10.00 3/24/68
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Toronto

•
•

Serial Iten Amount - Date

5502 Flamingo Motel 3/22; 
Selma

$8.00 3/23/68

1428 - Locksmthing Institute; 
Atlanta

$7.50 ' 3/28/68

5725 Travelodge Mate!; 
Birmingham

$8.48 ’ 3/29/68

432 Purchase of rifle 
Bimdnglam 1

$248.59 3/29/68

1033 Room in Atlanta $10.00 3/21/68

630 Recall Drugstore; Whitehaven, 
Tenn.

$1.83 , 4/3/68

327, Rooming house on Main St. ; 
Memhs

$8.50 4/4/68

46 Binoculars;; Memphis $41.55 ' 4/4/68

4454 Rent/week at 962 Dundas St.; 
Toronto

$9.C0 4/16/68

' 4454 Round trip aippane ticket; $345.00 . 5/2/68
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Section Seia , '
68 5100 P<afroH checks fom Indian Trail Restaurant

Winnetka,, IlHo>is

$664.34

May 7 $ 57.69
May 14 84.819
May 21 84.89
May 28 84.819
June 4 89.63
June 11 89.63
June 18 95.19
June 25 77.53
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* t
Memorandum to’ Mr. Rosen i । ।

I

Martin Luther King Jr.

’ Reverend Matin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist
who led bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama and "sit-nn demonntra- 
toons/1 has been associatdd with National AssocibtCon for the 
Advancement of Colored'People and Congress of Racial Equaaity. King^Advancement or coiorea'Peopie ana Con 

Jhasnot been investigated by -thetF3L

• I '"Bureau friles reveal: King thanked Socialist Workers Party
(cited by Attorney Genteabyrcr support of bus boycott; attended 
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcomittee of Senate 
Judiciary Coniittee); and was honorary chaiman Sf Young vocalist 
League campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror. k

' King'in 1950's mentioned as‘ potential victim of assassin- 
titation plot and- in^5^t.eetdcted.XoimuJtst Partv trann ng-schooL.

seminar and reportedly gave closng speech. King President of

- 2 -
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Memorandum to Mr. Rose

CAHthom Christian Leadership Conference (to further Negro vote 
SOUil’?miM)Mdnadeised 'The Civil Rights law...is meaningless 
Hugest wago out and make use of it." King thanked Benjamin 
u -o Tr Comiuuns-t Party official,’ for giving blood wnen he
D^in a hospital foioownng assault. King in i960 instated his 

1 support for Committee to Secure Justice for Morton^c0™-^^ 
svHouse Committee on Un-American Activities (hCLA) as communist byoHOuSeeC in l%e wrote article in "The Nation” which ^led 
for integration of FBI t:o help speed intigratloe. King attend 
ncet^gs with integratoon leaders in Montgomery, Alaoama, 5-21-61.

3 -
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UN3TF&'STATES GOVERNS!!-' ’

’. Memorandum
to : Mr^X H. Belmont

from : Mr. W. C. SuHvc^* 

subject-: Communist party^ usa
* JNEGRO QUESTION

IS - C" A
• C-h >f .* t

• > * Toda. _____ .

* * Evens

date: August 30, 1963 fcl^Z
Sullivan V 
Tovel -TL------------

* Trotter
Tele. Room _—
Hotrnei _____ 
Gandy _____

Reference is made to.the enclosed material' on which the
. Director has written: 'This memo reminds Die vividly of those I 
received when Castro took over .Cuba.* You contended then that Castro and

, his cohorts were not Comnuuists and not inHeecced by Comunists.
•alone proved you wrong. I for one can’t ignore the memos re King

Time

et al as. having only an infenieesmrlll 
’effect on the efforts to exppoit the American Negro by the Commuists. ”

i . The ^ir•rielr is correct* ,We were cou>petrly wrong ab^ut • believing tne evidence was not sufficeent to determine some years ago 
ithat Fidel Castro was not a corb’nbunst or under cobblbunst infaeencr. On 
lLnvrstiglteng an.d writeng>about communim-m and the American Negro, we ,
>had better remember this and prdit by the lesson it should teach us. "

j I do thick that much of the difficalty'relateng to the memoran­
dum rightly qurstloncd by the Director is to be found centered in the 
word ”infauenir.,2’ We do not have, and no Government agency or private 
;orgrelzrtilea has, any yardstick which can accurately measure ''inlarencr" 
»in this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in 
'the case of the obvious infUen^ce'of ....  .... ... ,

over Martin Luther King and King’s "ieffa’encce^*over'‘Othrr Negro
Leader. * Personnaiy, I behove in the Igght of King’s powerful
'demagogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders wer aLl other 
Negro leaders put together.when it comes to infarencing great masses o* 

• Negroes. We must murk him now, if we have not done so before, as the 
‘m>s:t_dangerous ^^egrupf the future in this Nation fom,.the_st^ildpoi:tyY i 
OL.c.ommunibm,,wthr .NpgrOZaid^ireOnal.sJsrcur^ •

. • On determining bembbrshlp of Negroes in the Comcmtfnst larry,
we are. not confroneed with the same problem, life do have here-accurate 
yardsticks for establishing bembbrship. Of course, our standards are 
very exacting. This means there are many Negroes who are fellow- 
;travellers, symppahizers or who aid tine Party, knowingly or unknowingly, 
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old 
cobbmanst principle still holds: "Combunibm must-be, built with non- 

■ comnbaist hands/'* Therefore, it may be unrealistic to limit oursc’vas as 
|we have been doing./to lrgalisec/proof or deeileieely conclusive ^edence

'Enclosure' ' —"
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: CO^UUNST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
100-3-75

I that would stand up in^tes-timony in.cornet or before Congressional 
committees that the Comnuunst Party, USA, does’wield subsSaatial 
tnHIuence over Negroes which one day could become decisive. ,

. The Uemorandm Which the Director penetratively questioned, 
. whhle showing in the details the communst impact on Negroes, did

4 suffer from such li»itatitns. -These limitatonns we will make every 
effort to lift in the future. The great amount of ltttttOon this

' Division is giving to communist actjivi'ttes directed toward the Negro 
should enable us to do this.. , ■

- For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro - 
cimnuntst question takes up as a whole the tbbe of one supervisor and 

• during ^e past few weeks four men have been so occupied. Additionally, 
(1) specialized instructors are regularly given the field on communtst 
itfittlatitn of the Negro; (2) monographs have been written on the

. subject and Widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memoranda 
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current Intelli­
gence Analysis to the comm’nist plans for the Negro March of August 28, 
1963, (149 copi.es of this* Ana^sis were disseminated to 44 agencies of 
the Government); (5) much material on the issue is given to Agents at 
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division 
now giving the field the bennett of what we learned foom the Negro March 
on Washngton and issuing instructors for inceeased coverage of 
communst inflttnce on t;he Negro. ,

. ■ . As the memorandum pointed out, "this Nation -is involved in a.
I fo;m of raCilVr:tvi.llti<)t and t;he tmie has_.ntvtr ■been so right-for
I e^X>pPitltlitV.f tte^ by_communisFprOPaglltdiSt.s.mil-loor

Negroes conssitute the grtlttst single racial target of the Communst 
Party, USA. This is a sombre reamy we must never lose sight of, We

’- wU do everything possible in the troubled‘future to develop for the 
iDirector Hl. availabee facts rtllttng to Negro membership in the Conrans: 
■ Party, plus the mo-re complex and difficult to ascertain inflttnce
| of cimmbnist orgltizltOons and officials over the lenders and masses of
«Negroes. . ' ' ’

. We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to 
what tto Director has a right to expect foom our analysis.
RECOMMENDATION: ,

For the infomatoon of the Director. ,
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*

UNITED.STATES GC RNMENT ) 1

TO ; Mr. W. C date: September 16, 1963 /

FROM = Mr. F. J. Baumgardner.^
Tu’e. Room 
^W-.S _. 
Cun-ly ■_

PARTY, USA.SUBJECT r COMWIST
NEGRQ-.QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST

This memorandum leommends—inc-easedL-COverrguu_Of _com 
infUuencu on the Ncto. The history- of the Comwnist Party, USA 
(CPOSA77’'is’ - 100’0X0 with its sti£no.ts.J;.o..uJpLoi:lL».JL^^ .
recruit the Negro. Thu March on Washington, 3-2S-63, was a striki-ng 
uXsm^O~U^^lC:^■commlnist activity as Party loaders early put ante -.
motion efforts to accrue gains for thu CFUSA from the March. Wei- >
documented information concerning the Paaty's infuennce on s principal 
Karch luader, Ruvurend Matin Luther King, Jr., i.s but an example. 
The presence at the March of around 200 Party members, ranging foom 
hcversl n^tionsl functionaries headed byxCPUSA General Secretary Gus 
HS17: to many ranc-md-file membbe^, is clear indication of the Party’s 
suvorite tax-gut (chc Negro) today. v.

All indicatonss are that the March was not the" "end of the 
inii” and that the Purtyrlll step up its efforts to ex’**™?:** 
unrest and in ivory possiMu.W cla“ c-1"1* for itself. "h^ to any "gSinS" thieved by tho Negro. A cliar-cut indication of the . 
Mrty's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive A 
leadership meeting in November, 1963, which will deal 0^^^ with 
the Negro hitlrtion. This meeting is to bo preceded by 2UGus Hs417 )

, •'barnstorming" trip through key sr•iah of -th1, country to meet Pa^r J
| people and thus bettor prepare himself for t;hu November .'meeting:

s.

The entire- field dis being alerted to this silfcStioxP:in a • 
proposed SAC Letter (attached). The field is being instructed to 
intensify our cover-age of communist influence on the Negro.by giving 
fullest consideration, to the use of ai’ possible investigativee ;
techniques. In addition, the .field isb>Qing;<told to intensify its i
courage of those communst fronts through which the Party channels' |
its inflUcncu and to intensify its lnvestigaiinns of the many Party j

who engage in activities on behalf of the Party 
“ tv st^ucssing‘the’urgent need for 

t<> b- utiiiicd through our Counter­
ed is attempt to neutralize or

menbors and dupes 
in the Negro fivdd 
imaginative- and ag

imgro field. Necessity for - 
miito- to insure timely dissemi-

disrupt the Party’s ^ttvxttvs_ ux the 
prompt handling of a’ !aeots or this 
nation to the Department amu oY5^AdnSzlT6to?'*sei^ is—also being
emphasised • • ,
100-3-1161 i - 700-3- ro ??.:’”>». ton)
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

NEGRO QUESTION
_ COMMJNIST INFUUECCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

The proposed SAC Letter requires key security offices 
to submit to the Bureau, within. 30 days, an analysis of their 

■ current; cove.-ag-e of commu^t aUvites in tie Negro fieJd plus 
. details of their plants for intensification. Also, those 16 
' offcees participatnng in the Courneeintcllicnice Progrma on a 

regular basis are being required to indude in their next monthly lettero due. I0-15-63 their pta to naturalize or disro^ Party 
activates in the Negro field. .

-168-

RECOMMENDATION:

no

• If approved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising 
the field as above and urging full implementation so that the 
desired results may be achieved. Also attached for approval are 
necessary Manual changes.
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IM

Mr.
£>

To: Mr. A. H. Belmont ’ Date: September 25, 193 -t

Front Mr. W

Re: COMMUNIST PARTY, U.SA- 
NEGRO QUESTION

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mir.

Gais
R-wrr 
Su';.' 
f<v.l

Trie. Room 
Miss Rote 
Miss Card:

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Predication:

•■“ Reference i.s made to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/J.6/G3
*and to the attchhed proposed SAC Letter. >

, On returning foom a few days leave I have been advised of 
the‘Director1*s contnnusd dissatisfaction with the manner in which ' 
we prepared a Brief °n the above-captooned mater and subsequent. ’ 
memoranda on the same subject mater. This situatoon is very 
disturbing to those of us in the Domustic Intelligncce Divisoon .
responsible for -this area of work, and we certainly want to do •
everything possible to correct our shortcomings. We absolutely will, 

inot be stubborn about ad^tting any mistakes we have made or be 
: stiffnecked and unbending concerning our analysis of this mater. 
Tw Mre^ indicted he would mot approve wr last SAC Lrt^r .
until there was 2 eltrifetat°oi and a meeting of minds relative to 
the question of the extent of communst influence© over Negroes and 
their leaders. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely . 
try to clarify a most rcgrcttblc situation. It is prepared not on 
official offcd usmorandum but rather on plain bond believing that 
this discussion need not be made a mater of official record..

C°um°nJAgxesmInt: ‘ .

:;> *' First, I am sure we all are in agreement.on the f°^°owing
which was in both the cover usuorandum and the detailed brief

. attached: (1) for the past 44 year’s the C°mnunist Party, USA, has
I spent sn°im°us suims of money and eetselcss efforts to infleence
' Negroes and to make e°umuists out of them; (2) the 19 mHHon 

Negroes in the country today conssitute the greatest single racial 
target of the C°Buuuist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Maa-tin Luther

- King, _ * does have as an extretnlv important
^Visox-.■:(4), ’?..

1 are right now in this nation engaged in,a form.of social ‘revolution 
and the Ume has never been so, right for exploitation of the . 
Negroes by communist propagandists; and (5)^the Commit Party

• • e°uld in tho fu^ utks prodigious st^iei and grctt iueeoiMS with
■ the African Negro to the serious detriment of our national seccut}. 

In addition to the above, the ^aerial furnished e°itanned many pages 
of ipccefic examples of e°uuuluist ■pol-ieiei. px°>l:rms-and-aeeivi.tcei
Enclosures. sent 9-26-13
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmout
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST I INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS .

showing communist involvement jin Negro racial matters in this nation, 
. relative to which we can all agrco. ,

Essence of the Situation: ■

The essence of the situation seems to be this: We 
presented what facts there are in our f-ices in the Brief in question 
and I know that the Director certainly would not want us to do other* 
than this. <Thv position taken at the time the Brief. was written was 

- that, while thvrv is eouuunist infUennce being exerted on Negroes 
and Negro leaders, iVhas^eoXrcacchv^cLthv piiee>_cf_cintrol,or 
dSUiea;tjinA This historically ha>~bVvn■‘the■~poi3Stion of the/Bureau 
in this matter in light of file- reveews going back ten to ewenty . 
years. this is not true ^L>^ -

_ 1
The Historical- Post ion: t° t1^ , Q) ^

For example, in a detailed document prepared on Communst. 
Party and the Negro in 1953, we fnnd the staVement refer^ng to "the 
faiUure of the Communst Party to attract even a significant number 

‘ of Negroes in the United States to its number.” -Another example is 
to be found in an analysis in this sawe field prepared by the Bureau 
in 1956.. to the effect that communisit efforts have been "neiuccviixul 
on a state or national level" in iefittraieng "l^iiimatcs Negro­

' fraternal, protest and improvement orgseizatOons," alhhough they mSdV 
. ' limieed snecei;s in some "isolaeed chapters.” The Director’s book/

Masters of Deceit, pubisshed in 19158 states: "It became obvious 
thaTtheTPatyrdespite great efforts, had failed to win over even 
a significant ’minority of Negroes." In 19G0 the Director’ staemment 
to The Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, reads:

‘ ”It is no secret that re.v ©1 .he bitterest Gisappoletuvnts of 
' ermunestic efforts in this Nation has been their faiUure to lure 

our Negro eitivens into the Prty." In 19G2 similar public staVimvet£ 
were made. On page seven of the^SLief’. submitted to the Director

, . under the date of AUgust 23, 19G3, this historical positoon was ' 
restated and it was said, 'Onc of ti^ bittere’t disapprinmments of 
the eolmuuests has been their single faiUure to lure any iigeifCsant 
number of our Negro eiiivcns into the Prty.” This statement was 
sot forth sgsi.e in, the cover memorandum which the Director marked.

... . The point I w-ishJo.^V/V."1 is this: The fact that this has been our historical po-ston in the Bureau for many year’s is no 
rVSSOn_tO_ssiume^haSL.it *s JheL^0r-J?VC.LJ.LO0sLLOn_stJhs_Jbm£,“Ss~the 
Director has clearly’ expEi:: ^. u;w:; and conditoons ehSegV and, as 
thv evidence mounts, natur-ally so nvvd to change our positOon along 
with this evidence. .
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

NEGRO QUESTOON 
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS.

Interpretatoon: .

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaanngful, for they are somewhat like stones .tossed in a heap as contx-asted 
tLJh??ame»Sto“es *** in Mhe f°m of a so“»d edifice. It is obvious to us now that we did not put the proper interpretatoon unon 
the facts which we gave to the Director.

Martin Luther King:

We have been aware of the communist infieOnce for nearly 
two,years on Maatin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and in the comprehensive memorandmrn entitled 
"Communst Party, USA, Negro Quustion," dated S/23/63 we set out 
infomatoon to the effect that a number of Negro leaders jin this 

. country have had subversive connections in their backgrounds and 
t that. Martin Luther King. Ji. . hac been dealing with ’

‘ . . As previously.stated, we are in complete agreement with the Director that
cemmuuist infueecce is being exerted on Maatin Luther King, Jr., 
and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have 
stated before in a memorandum, we regard Maatin Luther King to 
be the most dangerous and effective Negro leader in the country. 
In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward 

, strengthening its position among the Negroes inasmuch as we have 
, information the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit 

the racial situatoon for the purpose of gaining ihfuennce among 
the Negroes. ‘ ----------
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

SAC Letter'to the FieldWW»«l*«**«»«*»**"« l̂<,**—“**“l*"*,—
I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that 

the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director, 
should be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this: 
We need t;o renew our efforts and keep the pressure on andfeave 

. no stone untufned to develop_evexy „and all facts ..which exist 
in this matter? Some of ~thesef act's^nay not yet’have'been 
unearthed*by”"our field offices, and will not be unless we 
follow up this maater evermore closely with them. My second 
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is related 
to the present changing situatoon inthe*Coommnnst Party - Negro 

- relations area. During the past two weeks in particular there 
have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of oomwist 
officials to infiltrate and to aminate Negro developments in 
this country. Further, they are meeting 'with successes. This 
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on 
Washington on August 28 communist officials have been doing all 
possible to expp<o.t the very troubled racial situation. As* 
they said weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the 
beginning of evermore systematic activitees on their part to 
penetrate and infuunnce Negroes and Negro leaders. They are 
now in full force acting upon this intentoon of theirs expressed 
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given 
instructors to investigate exhaustively new nlumaunst - Negro 
aciivities. The SAC Letter in question will be a great help 
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important 

. facts rulatnng to the current changes and pertinent activitees 
, going on during the past few weeks i.n this entire field.

Subject of Deep Concern . • -

May I repeat that our failure to measure up to what the 
Director expected of us in the area of. communst - Negro relatoons 
is a subject of yety.auup..npnnurn to us in the D<>muuSic Intelliennue 
Division. We are disuurbed bythis_and ought to.be. I want him

- 4 -
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Memorandum for Mr. roimont
RE: COMTNIST PARTY, USA.

NEGRO QUESTOON
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

to know that we wll do everything that is^Xw ruVV* *7o everything that is humanly possible to
deV^OSTalLfacts nat0onv,dde relative to the comunnst penetration 
and inf^nce oier Negro lead^s and their organizatoons.

’ RECOMMNDATIONS r •

Z (1) ThatJhV^cto1, reconsider giving approval for sending 
the enclosed SAC Letter to the field. " g

■ ■U ■ o-
(2)_In.order that other agencies and prominent government 

officials will be aware of the determined efforts of the Cou.uuuist 
Party to exploot the racial sitnatoon, if the Director approves we 
will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those ateempts 
to penetrate, infUemnce, and control the Negro uoovr.tr.t. by setting 
these facts forth, succinctly and clearly, the render cannot help 
but be impressed with the seroousness of the comuunist activitecs.

off

5
174-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EXHIBIT 12
(Gasified)

-175-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EXHIBIT 13

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Y i 7

I

> 10/17Z

!

)’ 
t

A

I MR. TOLSON;
- Tele. Room ___ 
Hoke. —____

i

ti

i

The attached analysis of / 
<1 Comm^sm and the Negro Movement is' 
I highlye*Pllsiv't. It can be regarded^ 
J a personal attack on Martin LuthexA^in" ’ 11 There is no doubt it will havu a H^vyg 
’ impac5 onl.the Attorney Genneal and rnyont 
e. e-to whom we disseminate it. ' It is 
^be-ed^P SECRET' However, even such a 
high cltsslflcailen seems to be no bar 
t0dty^tl a^ak, and should this leak out 
-Lwil1 add.fuel to a maater which may ^ready be in the cards as a poHtic^ 
issue.during the forhhommeng Presidential 
campaign. . .

- Goody

3’

\

e-msmanuaia makes good leading and 
%5s based on lnlormatlon foom retable S1Urhts. 

We may wee1 be charged, however, with 
expressin?.opin;lles and conclusions,-pjari-. 
cu^Tly with reference tn some of t;he 
staeements about King. '•? • .

n't* ->

/

emus *~! one . \ 
n This memorandum may stable'the Attorney
| General, particularly in vievAof.his past 

association with King, and the fact that we 
are disseminating this outside the Department.

' He may resent this. Neverthelessthe 
memorandhm is a powveful warning.against 
nmnmnnst* ifjencce^in^ Nogro movement.,

«VTwFb® carrying out our reSpolesbility 
by jdissecmna1:xng it to the peopleindicated 
i-nz the_ attached memorandum . I

6 OCT 23 1963 
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DEC L&1S/6 

j FG’iJFWvek

Mr. James EO:1 Ray
; Post Office Box 7,3
: Brushy Mountain Pententiary
■ , Petros, .Tennessee 37845

Daar Mr. Ray: '

----- ■ It May of 1976 the Attorney General of the United 
J-------------------------------- States created a task force tor the purpose of reviewing
i the FBI's Lnvestieatoni of the assassinatoni of
! Dr. Motin Luther King, Jr.

’ The task force is now in the process of winding up
> its inquiry before submitting a finaL report to the
| Attorney General. However, we feel that our inquiry Will
I not be compete unless W3 give you an opportunity to state
i your pattoiraticn, or Lack of patlcpaltOt^, in the
। murder of Dr. King.

! • ■ Accordingly, we hereby request, through your attorney,
• James H. Lesar, Esquire, your consent to an interview; by
: members of the task force. If you should agree to talk
: to us, our time schedule requires us to arrange for the
। . interview to take place not later than December 31, 1976.

j Please let us know immediately whether you desire
• to be inttevew.ed. . *

Sincerely,

’ • • • Fred G. Folsom
. . Director

Martin Luther King, Jr., Task Force

cc: Janes H. Lesar, Esquire
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, r ^5!^ Mountain ptoniiarg

Petros, Tieraessee 37845

Hr. James H. Losar December 20, 1976

Attorney at Law 
1231 fourth Street, S.W.
Wash. D.C.

re: Ray V. Tenn. cr. Indictment no. 16643;
Shelby county, Tennessee. (1968)

Dear Jim: ■

In respect to your letter saying that a justice department attorney, Mr. 
Jernes F. Walker, would Ikte to interview ne concerning the above indict­
ment, I agree With your advice opposing the interves*. It would appear 
that this wotULd oUy be in the interest of the J.D. and their book writing 
collaborators,e.g., Gerold Frank, George McMillian, st al.
If they had waited to interview the defondant, under oath, justiee had 
apple opjpotuin.ty in the 1974 H.C. hearing in imp^s, Tennessee, through 
their surrogate, E. Henry H<Hle; and I understand no representative from 
justice appeared as a Witness at the hearing.

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before -is a jury.

I understand you to say justice has not read any of the trs. of prior 
hearings & suits. Therefore I’LL incuude in the cc copy of this letter 
to justcee a copy of a Conplaint that speaks to the HLK jr. matter ^th 
attached. Ex—A, Hhhoc I doubt if justice or their publichnng associates 
will be ineersstdd in the ConI>pLlnt contents. '

cc: James F. Weaker, Esq. J.D.

Sincerely: Janes 0. Ray #65477 
P.O. Box—73 
Petros, Tenn. 37345.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COU 
. FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF CENNESS.

JAMES E. RAY,. " Pontiff

vs

TIME INC. .
GEORGE McWLLXAN 
W. HENRY HAILE ' 

WILLIAM BRATFORD HUIE
GEROLD FRANK

HON. ROBERT? M. McRaE 
BRENDA ■pELLICCIOTTI-

Defendants

WESTERN RIVISODN

Civil Action No

COMPLAINT

t. ALLEGATOON OF JURISDICTION;

(a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein subject matter is based upon

. diversity of ciiZeeshiPp and the amount in recovery.

• PIO.niff, acting pro se, is a citZeen of the State of Tennessee under "oper­
ation of Law" in the subject naater; defendant TIME Inc. (here-in-after, TIME)
is a citZeen of the State of New York; defendant George Mctiliam (here-in- 
after,,i^llinnVis a citZeen of the State of iassachusetss; defendant W. 

Henry. Hdle (hereein-after, Haile) its a citZeen of the State of Tsnnsssss; 

defendant Wiliam Pratford Huie (here-in-aftrr, Huie) is a citieen of the 

State of Alabama; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in-after, Frank) is a citZeen 
of the State of New York; defendsmt Hon. Robert i. McRae (here-in-after, Judge

McRae) is a citZeen of the State of Tennessee; defendant Brenda Peeiicciotti
(here-in-after, Pellicciitii) is a citZeen of the State of Tennessee. The 

’ natter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of interest and costs, the sun of
ten thousand dollars

(b) Jurisdiction founded in the'exisencee of a federal question and the amount

in contjoversif:
-t79-
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