at least ‘three black members of the Memphis Police and Fire
Department would have been overlooked. It is also very
probable that black citizen "lead" input would have been
greater.

B. As To The Security Investigation

The task force was charged to _ad&ress itself
particularly to the qur;stion of whether the nature of the
relationship between the Bureau and Dr. King called for
criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other
appropriate action. Our responses follow.

1. Because the five year statute of limitations
has long since nm we cammot recommend criminal prosecution
of any Bureau persormel, past or present, responsible for
the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C.
3282). No evidence of a continuing cmspira?y was found.

2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging
the security investigation rested on the deceased Director
of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenants, some of whom
are also deceased and the remainder of 'w%m.are retired.
They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few
Bureau personnel who had anything to do with the King security
investigation and who are still in active service, did not

make command decisions and merely followed orders. We do not
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think t:hgy are the proper subjects of any disciplinary
action. Some of the activities conducted, such as the
technical electronic surveillance, had the approval of
the then Attommey General. The Courts had not adequately
dealt with what authority rested in the executive branch
to initiate such survei}lance in tﬁé interest of '"national
security’. We do not think the 'leg men' in the Bureau
should be neld to an undefined standard of behavior, much
‘less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer
of the goverrment. |

The éueau's COINTELPRO type activities, the illicit
dissemination of raw investigative data to discredit
Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his
marriage, and the explicit and implicit efforts to black-
mail him, were not fully known to the Department, but were
nqne-thé-less ordered and directed by' Director Hoover,
Assistant to the Director Deloach, Assistant Director
Sullivan and the Section Chief under him.

In our view their subordinates were far removed
from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the.
subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director
Hoover's overpowering and intimidating domination of the
Bureau, they had no choice but to implement the Bureau's

directions. Punitive action against the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force
to be inappropriate in these circumstances and at this
véry late date.

" 3. The Bureau's illicit survéillance produced
tapes and i:x:anscripts concerning King and many others.
These may be sought by King's heirs and représemtatives:.
Worse still, they may be sought by meabers of the public
at large under the Freedom of Information Act. We
r’ec;xrmex'\d that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and
sent‘ to the National Archives and that the Congress be
asked to pass legislation denying any access to them
whatever and authorizing and directing their total
destriction along with the destruction of material in
reports and memoranda derived ‘from them.

. 4. The potential for abuse by the individual
occupying the office of Director of the FBI has been
amply demonstrated by our investigation. We think it is
a responsibility of the Department in the first instance
and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct
of the FBI (and the othexr policé agencies of the govem-
ment). We endorse the establisiment by the Attorney
General of the Office of Professional Responsibility on
December 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental

policing of the Bureau. 'We also think the permanent
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Senate Select Comnittee on Intelligence is an appro-
priate agency of the legislative arm to oversee the

. performance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro-

~ fessional Responsibility and the Senate Select Comittee
should be, expressly designated in their respective
enabling regulat:ions and resolutions to be a place to
which Bureau subordinates may complain, confidentially
and with impunity, of orders which they believe to
threaten a violation of the civil rights and 1ibert§.es
of citizens and inhabitants of ~t:he United States.

5. It seems to us that the unauthorized malicious
dissemination of investigative data from FBI files should
be more than the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC
552a(i)(1)). A felony penalty should be added.

Parenthetically, it should be noted here that it
shyuld be made clear that it is im'proper (but not criminal)
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o fc;r the Bureau to by-pass the Attormey CGeneral and deal
directly with the White House.

6. The task force recamends that the FBI have no
authority to engage in COINTELPRO type activities which
involve affirmative punitive action following Star
Chember decisions with respect to citizens or inhabitants
(See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide-
lines which the present Attommey General has established
to govern the FBI's domestic security ~inves'cigations.
effectively preclude these activities. Those quidelines
moreover, appear to us to permit only strictly legal
investigative techniques to be employed in full scale
damestic security investigations. 'This too we endorse.

The foregoing comprises cur report and recommenda-
tions. It is Yespectfully submitted.

n Luther King, Jr.

7“/;5&‘ K Fores

?EDG. EOISOM

Janvary 11, 1977
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Form 388
THEZ CiITY OF MEMFEIS SCSPITALS
AUTOPSY PROCTOCOL
Autopsy No,  £8%-252 Service Mod. Tx. Hoqoital}lo.
‘Name Martin Luther King, Jr, Age 32  Race '20Y0gey M3le
i . .. Unlinown-Apprexx.aatel
Date of Admission DOA Date and Hour of Death 4-4-85 P,
/
Date and Hour of Autoosy 4-4-€658 10345 D,M,
pathologist. rre,Snrunt and Froncisco Assistant
‘Checked by Date Completed  4-11-68

FINAL PAT'OLOCICAL DIAGNORIS

¥

PRIMARY SRIES:

I, Distant gunshot wound to bady and face
A. Fracture of right nandible
B. Lacecration of ver tebral artery, jugular vein and subclavian
artery, right
C. Fracture of spine (T-1, C-7)
D, Laceration of spinal cord (lower cervical, upper thoracic )
" E, Subnucosal henorrhaye, larynx
F., Intrapulnonary hcnatona, apex right upper lobe

»

SECONDARY SERIES:

1. Renmote scars as described

2, Pleural adhesions i

3, Fatty change liver, noderate )
4., Arteriosclerosis, r:odcrate
5. Venous cut-downs .
G, Tracheostony

LABORATORY FINDINGS:

Blood Alcohol - 0,01%
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74

19

60

13

17

74
19

74
21

21
21
21

Scme Xnown Exvendituras: Aoril 23, 1967 - Jwie 8 1968

JAVES' EARL RAY

| 5246

5448
5413

5437X

2192

4692

2192
2068

5402

2192

5400
2324
628

2324

2324
2324

Serial .

Item Amount.
I_

Rent for one week at 2731 $13.61
N. Sheffield; Chicago

1959 Chryslexr; Chicago $200.00
"1962 Plymouth; East St.  $209.50
Louis

Pourgarde Motel; Dorion, $17.28
Canada

Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.00
Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Street,
Montreal at $75/v0; Montreal

Suit at English Scctch $75.06
Woolen Company; Mentreal

Book ordered from Futura $9.00
Books in Inglewood, Calif.;
Montreal

Correspondence course at $17.50

Locksmithing Institute in
New Jersey; Montreal

Grey Rocks Inn frem 7/30 $195.15
to 8/5; Canada

Formala for making glass $1.00~

purchase by money ordex to
E.Z. Formila; Montreal

Granada Hotel; Bixmingham $4.50
Rocm and board for one week  $22.50

1966 White Ford Mustang: $1,995.09
Binxminchan :

Rocm and boaxd; Birmminghan $22.50
Rocre and board; Bixminghan $22.50

Dance lesscns; Biminghan $10.0(0

i
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Date

4/320/67

6/5/67
7/14/67

7/17/67

7/19/67

7/21/617

]

7/24/67
2/28/67

8/5/67

8/9/67

8/26/67
8/26/67
8/30/67

9/2/67
$/9/67
9/12/67



18
55

75
75
75
69
69

69

52

52
52
52

52
52

2118
1422

5496

5496

5496

5150

5150
5150

668

668
4143
4143
4143
4143

4143
4143

Item anent

Reem and boaxd; Birminghen $22.50
Foom and board; Bimmincham $22.50

Camera equipment; Superio'r $337.24

Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham

Room only; Bipringhem $17.50
.38 Caliber, Liberty .
Chief Revolver $65.00
Hotel San Francisco -

10/10; Acapulco $6.00
Pancho Villa ~ 10/15; $3.20
CGuadalajara

Pancho Villa - 10/18; .  $3.20
Guadalajara

Hotel Rio at $4.80/cay- $91.20 ¢
10/19-11/6; Puerto

Vallarta

Elisa Arellanc to rent $48.00

apt.; Puerto Vallarta

Hotel Tropicana at $7.20 $43.20
day - 1}/7-11/13; Puerto
Vallartat%

Rent at 1535 N. Sexrano;  $127.50

Utilities at 1535 N.
Serrano; 1os Angeles $10.00

Appointment with Dr. Maxk  $25.00

. Freeman; Beverly Hills

Appointment with Dr, Mark  $25.00
Freeman .

Appointment with Dr. Mark $25.00
Freeman

Dance lessons at National — $29.00

. _Dance Studio; Ios Angeles

. Appointitent with Freeman $25.00

bance lessons $29.00
-157-
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pass
9/16/67
9/23/67
9/28/67
7
9/20/67
10/1/67

10/131/67
10/16/67

10/19/67

11/6/67

1Y/ /67

11/13/67

11/19/67

11/20/67
11/27/67

11/30/67

12/4/67

12/5/67

12/6/67
12/7/617



22
22
. 22

12
22

12
12
22
22
12

1500
2325
1500

668
1500
1500
2325
2325
1428
1033

- Item

Appointment with Freeman

Dance lessons

Dance lessons

Appointment with Freeman

Provincial Motel - 12/17-

12/19; New Orleans

pance lessons

Iocksnithing Institute;

' Los Bngeles

International School of
Bartending; 1os Angeles .

‘International School of
Bartending; Los Angeles

Rent at St. Francis Hotel;

Los Angeles

Free Press of Ios Angeles

ILocksmithing Institute

$25.00
$29. 00

v

$100.00
$25.00
©, $24.00

$364.00
§is.oo
$20.00
$105.00
$85.00

$4.25
$7.50

C.M. Hedgpeth, mail forward-  $3.00

ing sexvice

Rent at St. Francis Hotel
Futura Books |

'I:iffany Entexprises
Lockemithing Institute
Iocksmith Ledger

Locksmithing Institute

Rocm/week at 113 14th St.;

Atlanta

© o -158-
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$85.00
$6.44
$9.98
$7.50
"$5.25

$15.00

12/31/67

X2/12/67

12/14/67
12/14/67
12/39/67

12/21/67
1/8/6€8

1/19/68
1/20/68
1/21/68

1/29/65
1/31/68
2/1/68

2/21/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
3/8/68

3/24/68




5502
1428
5725

432

1033
630

327

46
4454

" 4454

b0 Serial

iten

Flemingo Motel 3/22;
Selra

- Locksmithing Institute;

Atlanta

Travelodge Motel;
Bixmirgham

Purchase of rifle
Bimingham

Rocm in Atlanta

" Rexall Drugstore; Wnitehaven,

Tenn.

Roaming house on Main St.;
Marphis

Binoculars; Merphis

Rent/vieek at 962 Dundas St.;
Toronto

Round trip airplane ticket;
Toronto

-159-
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$8.48

$248.59

$10.00
. $1.83

$41.55
$9.60

$345.00
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3/23/68
3/28/68
3/29/68
3/29/68

3/21/68
4/3/68

4/4/68

4/4/68
4/16/68

5/2/¢€8
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Krown Income: Anril 23, 1867 - Sune 2, 1388
Section Serial
68 5100 Payroll checks frem Indlan.Trall Restaurant

Winnetka, Illinois

May 7 $ 57.69
May 14 84.89
May 21 84.89

- May 28 84.89
- June 4 89.63
June 11 89.63
June 18 95.19
June 25 77.53
$664.34
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Martin Juather Xine, Jr,

e p——

1 Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist

who led bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, and “sit-in demonstra-
tions,™ has been associated with National Association for the
Advancement of Colored-People and Congress of Racial Equality. Xing
| {has not been investaig?}.ﬂe,é._y._.mc&i’_ﬁ?l_., Y

- - e L Y P e i .

1 “Burcau ‘f‘i'alcs/?evﬁ ¢ King fh)a‘nkcd Socialist Workers Party
1 {cited by Attorney Gencral) YYor support of bus boycott; attended

meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittee of Senate
Judiciary Comnmittee); and was honorary chairman 6f Young Socialist
lLcague campaign on bechalf of victims of racist terror.

King in 1950's mentioned as"potential victim of assassin-

ation plot and- in 1957 attended Coivunist Party training _school
u!s__c_gli_&_m;\a_nd reportcdly gave closing speect,™ King President of

A
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen’ ) o -

»
- .n

Southern Christian Leadership Coaference (to_further Negro xgte
ecistration) and advised “The C1y11nR1§hts law.t.lsBmcqn139 css
unTcss we, go out and make usehof it. n1ng.;hapkcd gn;?mxni
’ Davis, Jr., Comunist_Party official, for giving blqod_“ncndxﬁ_
was in a hospital following assault. Xing 1n 1960 én'1§gt%..*éz
support for Comnittee to Sccure Justice Ior Mogégn ooell (cit d
by House Comaittec on Un—Ame§1can_Ac§1y1t{es_(hnbé)‘ai co?iugxs
front) and in 1961 wrote article in The hat{qn whic Gca o::“d 4
for integration of FBI to help speed 5ntcgratxon. lh}no.atgeglcél
neetings with integration leaders in siontgomery, Alabama, 5-21-61.
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'+, UNITFD STATES GCVERNME' ° / e

Memorandum - JF i
fseuw 2% werar s i

To fj:;;> H. Belmont DATE: Aggust 30, 1063 %ﬁé?ZZ:;g
ove
FROM & Mr, W, C. Sull;zﬁg” . &gﬁfl:::
. . ' (’,/ ) G.aodv
supEcr:  COMMUNIST PARTY, USA " '
" NEGRO_QUESTION .
-IS -C Coie e Jodnel o in P JJ:‘J -

- w
-

»-a » ¥
e w4,

Reference is made to.the enclosed material- on whtch the
. Director has written: '"This memo reminds me vividly of those I
received when Castro toolt over Cuba! ‘Yon contended then that Castiro and
his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists, Tiwme
‘alone proved you wrong, I for one can't ignore the memos re King,
et al as, having only an infinitesinal
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists.™
] The Director is correct. ¥e were completely wrong about
bel;evxnv the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago
ithat Fidel Castro was not a communist or under communist influence. On
dnvestigatxn" and writing about communism and the American kKegro, we .
-hac better remenmber this and profit by the lesson it should teach us. ~

' i do think that nuch of the difficulty relatinv to the menmoran-
dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the
woxd "influence,' Ve do not have, and no Goverxrnaent agency or private
i0rganization has, any yardstick which can accurately measure "influence”
H ﬁ this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in

he case of the obvious influence ‘of

over Martin Luther King and Xing!S"influencé over “othér NEui

Yeaders.,” Personally, I belicve in the light of King's powerful
'demagogic spcech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other
Ncgro leaders put together.when it comes to influencing great masses of
‘Negroes. We must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the
mo&;§dqncgrog§_§ggro of the future in this Nation frgn_xhegstandpoan?’)

LA R A ¥ §

i A

" On determining membership of Negroes in the Conmuiist Faity,
we are.not confronted with the same pzoblem.' Ye do have herc-accurate
yarostlckq for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are
very exacting. This mecans there are many Negroes who are fcllow-
travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowing
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old
communist pringiiple still holds: "Connunisn muetﬁbe,built with non-
‘communist hapdsf™ Therefore, it may be unrcalistic -to Yimit ourscivaes as
we have been[@o ng to legalistic.proof or definitely conclusive - dence
! ‘_.-f- . La vem Spedd
'Enclosure e e S

-

h ]
iY,
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Mermcrandum for YUr. 3elnont v
RE: CCUMUNIST PARTY, USa
NEGRC QUESTION «

100-3-75

-

comnittees that the Communist Party, USA, does wield substantial

‘ that would stand up in testimony in_couxt or before gggére3§iona1
THuiltence over Negroes which one day could become decisive.

”~

The memorandum vhich the Director penetratively questioned,
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did
”‘suffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every
effort to 1ift in the future. The great amount of attention this
“Division is giving €to communist activities directed toward the Negr
should enable us to do this,, ’

-
-~

. For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro =~
comnunist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor ana
‘during the past few weeks four meh have been so occupied. Additionally,
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist
infiltration of the Negro; (2) monographs have been written on the

. €ubject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memorands
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current Intclli~
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro March of August 2C,
1963, (149 copies of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of
the Governnment);, (5) nuch material on the issue is given to Agents at
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro Mavch
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
communist influence on the Negro.

. As the memorandum pointed out, '"this Nation is involved in a.

lform of racial revolution and the-time has never_ been so right for
exploitation _of the Negroes by communist propagandists.’ Nineteen millior
Negroes constitute the greatest single racial target of the Communist
Party, USA. This is a sombre reality we must never lose sight of, Ye

, Will do everything possible in the troublea future to Qeveliop ior the
(Director all available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis:
rPaxty, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence

;§f connunist organizations and officials ovex the lecaders and masses of

{ Negroes, ’

.

©+ We regret greatly that the memorandum did not weasure up to
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis,

RECOMMENDATION:

For the information of the D{ﬁeqtor.,

2w, - .
—an - oy " - ™ g R . . - (3 - - h hd
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SURJECT T COLMUNIST PARTY, USA. - ,

|

NEGRO.QUESTION _
COMMUBIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
INTZRNAL SECURITY - COLCIUNXST x

L) . .
" o— 5 . LRI . R
s mas

This memorandum recommends increased coverage of communist

influence on the Neero. The mistory of the Communist Party, TR
TCBUSAY, 18 ranicte with 1its attemuts _to exnloif, influence and

rocruit the Negro, fine MAYCH on Washington, 3-%28-63, was a striking

SFaspICTeT st Connunist activity as Party leaders eaxly put into
a2\

motion eZforts to accrue gains for tiie CPUSA {rom the March. lell-
docuntiented information concerning the Party's influence on a priucip
larch leader, Reverend Martin Iuther Xing, Jr., is but an example,
The presence at the March of around 200 Party senrbers, ranging fron :
several pational functionaries headed byiCPUSA General Secretary Gus
11211 to many rank-and-file nezmbers, is clear indication of the Party's
2ovorite target (ihe Negro) today. ot

Neae”

A1l indications arc that the March was not the "end of the
1ine" and that the Party will step up its efforts to expXit racial
unrest and in every possible way clain credit for itself relating to
any "gains" achicved by the Negro. A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive \\
leadership meeting in November, 1963, which will deal primardly witia
the Negro situation. This nccting is to be preceded by aiGus HadY7 :
“paypstorzing” trip through key areas of ‘the country to meet Paxty- /
people and thus better prepare hissclf for the Novenber :peeting:

) e =

The ‘entirce ficld is being alerted to this situatiof™in a -
proposed SAC Letter (attached). Tie field is being instructed to
intensify our coverape of communist influencé on the NéZro by giving
fullest consideration’ to the ute of all possible investigative
techniques. in addition, the ficdd i beingistold to intensify its
coveraze of those cemrunist fronis through which ‘the Party channcls
jts ipflucnce and to intensify it dnvestigations of the many Party E
ponbers and dupcs who engaie in selivities on behilf of the Party
in the Negro fiwld. JFuriner, we are siressing’the urgent need for
inaginative and aparensiive ool Lo b utilized through our Counter-
intolligeonce v lonmm=tnster cengned Lo wttenpt to neutralize or
disrupt the Party’s aciivities i the egro ficld., Neccessity for

proapt handling of all facets of th§n zatier to insure timely disscmi-
nation to the departzeat s dRnnrrdnterestod-ngeonclos. is-also being

emphnsized. 1 1 LJ RV AR A SIS N T
100-3-126G T ) 21 00T 16 1987
1 - 30375 (CPUSA, ¥egro Guearien) e .. = ‘
-167.- " .
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HMemorandum to Mr. Sullivan .

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTION .
COMMUNIST INFLULKCE IN RACIAL MATTERS ;

(100-3-116]

The proposed SAC Letter requires key sececurity offices
to submit to the Eureaun, within 30 days, an analysis of their
current coverage of communist activities in the Negro ficld plus
details of thexr plans for intensificatlion. Also, those 16
offices participating in the Counterintelligence PrOﬂr“m on a
regular basis are being required to include in their next monthly
letters due, 10-;0-6& their plans 20 neutralize or disrupt Party

ac»xvx;z»s in the Negro field

]
v

-
P

vl Pl KL

RECO&“ NDATION

If approved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising
the field as above and urging full implementation so that the

-
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desired results may be achicecved. Also attached for approval are ?g
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. : MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR ’
i . thle the atiached memorandum
! ., bears the initials of M. Bawmngardner,
' " it was prepared from a rouﬂ‘h-dz‘aft furnishad
to him by Mr. Sullivan. . .
. i e Tt

It sheuld be understocd that
S«.lhvan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmont
read the memorandumn; and : agreed with it
prior to its submission. Jii-¥. 1. -0 53
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To: Mr. A. H. Belmont " Date: September 25, 1967 hn e
"/ . / Mr. R *!"\/
Froi}\ Mr., W. C. Sul;qw . 7 ::_y;rﬂ
of el —
Re: 2MUNIST PARTY, USA Lo
NEG"O QUESTION . . V Miss Jyines ..
COMUUNIST INILULNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS Miss Gailyont
JINTEENAL SECURITY - C . L:-—--—#-u

Predication:

. Roference is made to the enclosed memorandunm datcd 9/16/63
‘and to the attached proposed SAC Letter. . ;

) On returning from a few days leave I have been advised ol |
the Dirocter's continusd dissatisZfaction with the manner in which -
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent. '

\ meroranda on the sane subject matter. This situation is very
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly want to dc .
everything possible to correct our shoxrtconings. Ve absolutely will
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have nade or be
stiff-necked and untending concerning our analysis of this matter.
The Director indicated he would not aporove our last SAC Letter .
until there was 2 clarification and 2 meeting of minds relative to
the question of the extent of "onmuniat influence over MNegrocs and
lthe:.r Jeaders. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely .

-

ST~

try to clarify a2 most regretable situation. It is prepared not on
official office memorandur but rather on plain bond believing that
this discussion need not be made a matter of official *ecord

7 -~

Conmon Agreement:

t» - H *

= * First, I am sure we all are in agreement.on the following

wvhich was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief
attaczhed: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has
spent enormous sums of nmoney and ceaseless efforts to 1n£1ucnce

Nggroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million
cgroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial

target of the Communist Paxty, USA; {3) XNegro leader Martin Luther
King, does have as an extreanlv important

N S S——————

advisor :(4)  we

are right now in this pation engaged in a form.of social revo‘utzon
and the time has never been so, right for ex tploitation of the .
Negroes by communist propagandisis; and (5). sthe Communist Party
could in the future make nrodigxous strides and great successes with
the Amexrican Negro to the serious detriment of our national security.
In addition to the above, the material furnished contained wmany pazes
of specific examples of conmunist &olicies. programe-and-xttivities

Enclosures Ruawmi F-3-) ] 5“)‘“‘

d
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Memorandum for ¥r. Belaont
RE: COMHUNIST DARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTIQN .
COLMUNIST INFLUENCE IXN RACIAL YATTLRS .

showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters in this nation,
relative to which we can all agrco. -

Egsence of the Situationa

e

The essence of the situation scems to be this: Ve
presented what facts there are in our filcs in the Brief in guestion
and I know that the Director certainly would not wait us to do other
than this. «The position taken at the tinme the Bricf was writton was
that, while there is communist influence being exerted on Negroes
and Negro leaders, it has.not rcached the point cf_control or
domination. This bistorically has béen the position of the Lureau
In ThiZ matter in light of file reviews going back tgq to cwenty

.
N gt

years. Q_g__,.,;'(cu\”\_ﬁu& Sla €y MmeX Thnasr urtAf Rooiiei .

. , 3.
A \- v Voo oS3 s QAT I
The Historical Position: ©P© &lea , L wbh%il -

For example, in a detailed docunen% prepared on Communist
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement referring to '"the
fallure of the Comnmunist Party to attract even a significant nuwmber

" of Negroes in the United States to its numbexr." -Another exauple is

to be found in aa analysis in this same ficld prepared by the Buresu
in 1958 to the effect that communist cfforts have been 'unsuccessful
on a2 state or national level" in infiltrating "legitirmate Negro-
fraternal, protest and izprovement organizations, " although they nade
linited success in some "isolated chapters." The Director's book,’
Hasters of Deceit, published in 19058, states: "It became obvious
That.the Party, despite great efforts, had failed to win ovexr even

a significant minority of Negroes.' In 1960 the Director's statement
to The Committee on the Judiciarv., United States Senate, reads:

"Xt 1S RO Secret that OLC O .th¢ DLILCreSt Gisappoiniments of
copnunistic efforts in this Nation has been their failure to lure

our Negro citizens into the Party."” fIn 1962 similar public statementsz
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director ‘
undexr the date of August 23, 1063, this historical position was
restated and it was said, 'Cnec of tle bitterest disappointments of
the communists has been their single failure to lure any significant
nunber of oux Negro citizens into the Party." This statement was
sot forth again in the cover =cxmorandum which the Director narked.

The point I wish to make here is this: Tho fact that this
has been our historical position in the Burcau for many years is no
reason to assume that it i the correct position at this time, as the
Un‘cctor has clearly oxplatid, e and conditions change and, as
the evidence mounts, naturally wd nced to change our position along
¥ith this evidence.

.

-171-

e . .
\ VT we L abaadii haas ey » - . e oo S s |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



L2

|

ey

Memorandum for Mr. Belsmont

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA ’
NEGRO QUESTION :
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS.

Interpretation: .

4

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful,
for they are somewhat like stones ‘tossed in a heap as contrasted
to the same stones put in the torm of a sound edifice. It is
obvious to {iS now that we did not put the proper interprectation unon
the facts which we gave to thc DUircctor.

Maxrtin Luther King:

We have been aware of the comaunist infliucnce for nearly
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, and in the comprchensive memorandum entitled

© “"Communist Party, USA, Negro Question," dated 8/22/63 we set out
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this

. country have had subversive conncctions in their backegrounds and

,tbat'Martin Luather King, Jr.. hac been dealing with ’

: : . . As previously
,stated, we are in complete agreement with the Director that
communist influence is being exerted on Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have
stated before in a memorandum, we¢ regard Martin Luther King to
be the most dangerous and effective Neyro leader in the country.
In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward
strengthening its position among the Neproes inasmuch as we have
jinformation the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit
the racial situation for the purpose of gaining iﬁ:}ugnce‘amohg
the Negroes. - s S e s
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Mernorandum for Hr. Relmont

RE: COMMUNIST DARTY, USA .
NEGRO QUZSTION . ;
COMMUNLST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS T

SAC  Letter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I thipnk that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Directox,
chould be sent to the field offices, My first reason is this:
e need to renew our efforts and keep the pressure on and_leave
.no_stone untufied to develop every and all facts which exist
in this matter. Some of theseé Tacts nay not yet’ have been
theatthed by our ficld offices, and will not be unless we
follow up this matter evermore closely with them. My second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should ke sent is related
to the present changing situation inthe ‘Communist Party ~ Negro
.relations area. During the past two weeks in particular there
bhave been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist
-0fficials to infiltrate and to dominate Negro developments in
this ccuntry. TFurther, they are meeting with successes. This
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on
W“shxnﬂton on August 28 communist officials have been doing all

t;blo to eaDIOIt the very troubled racial situation. A4s’
.h“y szid weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders. They are
now in full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed
weeks ago., The field should be alerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist -~ Negro
activities, The SAC Letter in question will be a great help
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important
. Racts relating to the current changes and pextinent activities
. going on during the past few weeks in this entire field.

Subject of Deep Concern ) ..

May X repeat that our failure to measure up to what the
Director expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relations
\is a subject of yery, decep concexn to us in the Domestic Irtelligence

Division. We are disturbed by this and ought to be. I want him
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Memorandun for Mr. Belmont =
RE: COMBUNIST PARTY, USA. - )

ZGRO QUESTION et
COMUUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTIRS -

to know that we will cdo everything that is huuanly possible to
develop all facts nationwide relative to the cozzunist penctration
and influence over Negro leaders and their organizations.

RECOMMENDATIONS ¢
(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval for sending
‘the cnclosed SAC Letter to the field.

(2) In order that other agencies and prozinent goverauent
officials will be aware of the determincd cfforts of tie Coununist
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Rircclor approves we

will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those atteapts
to penetrate, influence, and control the logro movenint. By selting

these facts forth, succinctly and clearly, the reader cannst help s
but be iupressed with the seriousness of tho communist activities.
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(Classified)
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Mr, Jzmes Earl Ray

Post Office BEox T3

Brushy Mowmtain Peénitentiary
Petros, Tenassee 37845

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attoxrney Genexal of th, United
States created a task force for the parpose of reviewing
the FaXI'e investigation of tha assassination of
Dr. b"a.rtin Iuther Ring, Jr.

The task force i5 now in the process of winding up
its Inquiry before submitting a £inal report to the
Attorney General. However, we feel that our iraquiry will
ot ke corplete unless w3 give you an opportinity to state
your rarticipaticn, or lack of participation, in tha
rmxder of Dr. King.

Accexdingly, we hereby reguest, through your atiornery,
Jares H. Lesar, Esquire, your conscnt to an intervier by
meoers of the task force. If you should agree to talk
o us, ouxr thre schedule requires us to arrange for the
interview to take place not “later than Decenber 31, 197¢.

Please let us know irmediately w‘xethe.. you desire
to be intervie'w

Sincercly,

Fred G. Folecm
Director
Maxtin Xuther King, Jr., Task Force

cc: Jares H. Lasar, Esquirxe
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s
e Fetros, Tennessee 37845
Hr, Janes H. Losar Decenber 204 1976
Attorney at Law
1231 fourth Street, S.W. d
¥ask. DoCo
re: Ray v. Tenn. cr. Indictment no. 16645;
Shelby county, Tcmnossee. (1963)
Dear Jin:

In respect to your letter saying that a Justice departzent attorney, Xr.
James F, Walker, would like to interview me concerning the gbove indict-
ment, I azrec with your advice opposing the interview. It would appear
that this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their book writiag
¢ollaborators,e. 5., Gerold Franlz, George McMillian, st al.

If they had wanted to interview the defondant, under oath, Justice had
azple opportunity in the 1974 M.C. hecaring in hexmphie, Tennesesee, through
their surrogate, W. Henry Hzile; anl I understand no representative frox
Justice appeared as a witnesc at the hearing.

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before is a Jury.

I understand you to say Jjustice has not read any 6! the trs. of prior

hearings & suits. Thercfore I'1} include 4n the cc copy of this letter

to justice a copy of a Complaint that speaks to the MLX Jjr. matter with

sttached Ex--j, 2lthoe I-doubt 1f justice or their publisching associates

%11l be intercsted in the Conmploint contents. '
) Sincerely: Janes e. Rey #65477

s P.0. Box-=73
¢cc: Jamec F. Walker, Esq. J.DJ//// Petros, Teun. 37345.

am- @?MW 7/{’&/
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. IX THS UNITID STITE3 SIATRICT oC .
. FOR TYS ISSTEZRN DISIICT CF T:Y""SSEE .

HZSTERA, CIVISION

00000000 000000000000800000000000COIGRIISIGGEL

. JAMES Z, R1Y, .

i ) Plaintife " . _
V8. .'o_
PIME INC. .- I
: . GEORGE NeNILLIAN A B
- ¥. HINRY HAILZ ’ . § cavad action No. C-06- 2 7¥

FILLIAM BRATFORD HUIZ
GEROLD FRANK
HON. ROBERT M. McRAB X v

BRINDA PELLICCIOTTY ’
Peferdants , .

- A Y

-

000008000600 0000000008000000008000000000000880¢J000000008000000000s08000000c¢00nitssoreostocssos
. >

; E : i : v ) -
; ' 4 COMPLAINT .
i A
) 1. ALLEGATION OF JURISDICTION: ’ ' : -

v ~e KN

(a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein sudbject matter is imsed upon

- atey mem

diversity of citizexnship and the amount in recovery.

. v

Plaintiff, acting pro se, is a citizen of the State of Tennessee under "oper-

—-Jn.“

ation of Law" in the sudject matter; detendant TIMZ Inc, (here-in-after, TIME)

N is & citizen of the State of New York; defendant George McMillian (here~in-
atter,sxcnillien)_is a citizen of the State of Massachusetts; defendant 7.

' Eenry Haile (here-in-atter, Haile) is o citizen of the State of Tennessee;
derendant Williaq,ﬁrattord Huie (here-in-after, Hule) 4 is a citizen of the i
State of Alabama; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in-atter, Frank) is a citizen
0f the State of Mew York; defendant ﬁbn. Robvert M. McRae (here-in-after, 3ud5e

e g-‘ah,.HgRae) is a citizen of the State o? Te;nee;ee; detendant'arenda Pellicciotts

(herb-ig-atter, Pollicciotti) 4s a citizen of the State of Tennessee. The

" matter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of interest and costs, the sun of

i

ten thousand dollars. . o . 3

(b) Jurisdiction founded in the "existence of a federdd question and the amount

in controversy: . .
. . -179- :
? . %
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