
The action arises under the tilth, sixth, and fourteenth, amendments to 

the Untied States constitution; U.S.C. Title 28 g 1331 (a>, as here-ln- 

after note fully appears. The natter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of 

interest' and costs, the sun of ten thousand dollars.

(c) Jurisdiction founded on the existence of a question arising under parti­

cular statute: ■ । . . ’ *

The action arises under Act 42 U.S.C.A. g 1983; U.S.C. Title 28 g 1343 (4). 

As here-in-after aore fully appears.

THIS IS AM ACTION IN LIBEL & CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

GENERAL BACKGROUND:

On April 4th 1968, Jlev. Martin Luther King Jr., was shot . -d killed;in, 

Memphis Tennessee; in May 1968 the plaintiff was indicted by the Shelby 

county gyand Jury (cr. indictaent no. 16645) for said shooting; on March 

10th 1969-plaintiff, allegedly through coercion by his attorney, Percy 

Foreaan & the prosecution, entered a guilty plea to said cr. indictment; on 

February 2nd 1974 the U.S. 69th circuit court of appeals ordered an evident­

iary hearing into the circumstances of said plea, Ray v. Rose 491 F2d 285 

tc.A.6, 1974; on February 27th 1975 after hearing said evidentiary proceedings 

the U.S. District court for the «T.D. of Tennessee, Hon. Robert M. McRae, pre­

siding ruled against plaintiff, Ray v. Rose, C-74-166; on Nay 10th 1976 the 

U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals upheld Judge McRae's ruling in said evi­

dentiary hearing. Ray v. Rose, C-75-1795*

Plaintiff, JAMES E. RAT, sues

Defendants, TIME INC.; GEORGE McMILLIAN; K. HENRT HAILE; WILLIAM BRATFORD ' 

HUIE; GEROLD FRANK; ROBERT M. McRAE; BRENDA PELLICCIOTTI, and alleges:

2. That while awaiting trial in the aforementioned cr. Indictment the plain­

tiff copied down froa recollection infornation he had gained in his 1967 

associations, associations which lead to plaintiff being charged under 

said indictnent.

3. That a brief sucaary of said recollections and their subsequent disposi­

tion by plaintiff are as follows:
-ISO-
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(a' aurins one■;erlc^.' yhlatlffs confinement la 1963 are wrote sown 

on a money receipt issued forth, from the Sheriff’s office of the Shelby 

county, Tennessee, jail Information which plaintiff believed had a direct 

bearing on said cr. indictment. See, Ex—A.

(b) the infomation consisted of- telephone numbers & one nane & address; all 

numbers were written down backwards,-including the address* ,

(c) the two telephone numbers were listed next to the word "Sister”, the 

first being listed in, Hew Orleans, Louisiana; the second being in. Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana. f

(d) the address is listed under the nane, Vera C. Staples.

(e) the telephone number listed under the Baton Rouge address was furnished 

to plaintiff's attorney, Percy Foreman, who was representing plaintiff in 

said cr. indictment.

(f) the address was not investigated until plaintiff; was incarcerated upon 

pleaing to said indictment; a compendium of the post trial investigation 

would Indicate: the information cited above was given to a St. Louis, Miss­

ouri, labor leader, and informed it pertained to the MLK jr. case, who app­

arently in turn furnished said information to a Nashville, Tennessee, ex­

Attorney to investigate; said Attorney had sources in the State of Louisiana 

investigate the natter, and thereafter said Attorney reported the Baton Rouge 

listed number resident was under the influence of the Teamsters union; and 

the New Orleans listed number resident was among other, things an agent of 

a nideast organization disturbed because of. Dr. King's reported forthcoming, 

before his death, public support or the Palestine Arab cause. (References to 

the address if any was unclear.)

(g) the plaintiff had come.by said name & address shortly before crossing 

the border in November 1967 from Tijuana, Mexico, into the United States; 

the name was Randolph Erwin Rosen, 1.180 HX River Drive, Miami, Florida; 

other reference was made to a LEAA; a check through the Miami directory in 

1'970 indicted no Rosen listed with the above first & second name; in 1973- 

?4 a Chicago, Illinois, reporter was quired as -to the name of a Rosen who 

was an official in the ^regressive LaboR Party, the reporter later responded 

said Rosen, or. Rosens, activities were mainly in the New fork, New York, 

area; shortly*thereafter said reporter was substantiated by material plain­
tiff received indirectly from the Hon. Richard Ichord a congressman from

• -181-'-- —
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Missouri; thereafter aa Attorney ia Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was furnished 

the Rosen naae and asked if he could find any information re the subject 

in. New Orleans, and informed the subject night have a cr. record; the Att- 

orney*reported back, that the subject's last name most likely was, Rosehson, 

and that he had a cr. conviction in New Orleans, Louisiana, federal court for 

a narcotics violation; thereafter a Tennessee licensed Attorney procured 

the tr. of said conviction; subsequently another check was sade through the, 

: Miami, telephone directory which did list a "Randy Rosendos" but with an 

address discrepency. ■ . '

4. That plaintiff intended the above infomation for exclusive use, after 

a through investigation, in a jury trial under said cr- indictment—rather 

than for cowercialzinj in. the communications industry—and in consequence 

withheld parts thereof from plaintiff's cr- Attorneys, who were enmeshed

• with defendant (novelist) William Bratford Huie in commercial publishing 

. ventures: 1st) Attorney Arthur Hanes sr., who .immediately upon entering the 

; suit contracted with defendant,. Huie and 2nd) Attorney Percy Foreman, who while

not entering into literary contracts with hr. Huie until January 1969,- two 

months after Foreman’s entering the suit. Hr- Foreman did not question plain­

tiff about said information or ather aspects of the cr. indictment—because 

of his (Forenan's) admitted trial preparation methods—until February 1969-•

■ 5- That in February 1969, after Percy Foreman had entered into literary 

• contracts with defendant, Huie, plaintiff furnished Attorney Foreman with

the above mentioned,. Baton Rouge, phone number and asked him to investigate 

in connection with the MIX jr. homicide- Shortly thereiafter Br. Foreman 

replied in effect that if there were to be any telephone numbers refered 

to:in court he (Foreman) would furnish.them through contacts in interstate 

gambling—Mr. Foreman mentioned a. Hr- Meyer Lansky, as his source-

6- That subsequently, after the prosecution and Percy Foreman had maneuvered 

plaintiff into entering a plea to said indictment, the plaintiff on March 

11th 1969 was checked into the Tennessee State penitentiary—Nashville

• Branch—and therein all plaintiff’s personal property including the paper 

- herein attached as EX-A, and including incoming legal 6 personal letters

jailed to said prison,- were confiscated from plaintiff. Two or three days 

_later after discussing briefly with State corrections commissioner, Harry

* Avery, the letters including EX-A were returned to plaintiff by said, -182-
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Commissioner, Harry Avery, (except for a thin line circling sone writings 

the property seemed in order.

7/ That prior to Plaintiff’s transfer to the aforementioned penitentiary, 

Commissioner Avery, the late Governor of Tennessee, Hon. Suford Ellington, 

and Governor Ellington's administrative assistant, Mr.*William L. Barry, 

had decided and committed to writing (see, Avery testimony in, Ray vs. Russ­

ell, U.S. Dis. Ct. M.D. Tn. Civ. Action no. 5590, 1970)Plaintiff's treat­

ment upon entering said penitentiary,ie, arbitrary lodging of Plaintiff in 

solitary confinement immediately upon his entering prison.

8. That thereafter on (Karch 1), 19®) when plaintiff commenced petitioning 

the trial court for a new trial under said Indictment, Commissioner Avery 

attempted to persuade Plaintiff against seeking a trial under said indictment 

and after failing that informed Plaintiff that he would hever be releasted

' from solitary confinement while he (Avery) was corrections commissioner.

9* That in the succeeding years until the present Plaintiff has been arbi­

trarily locked in solitary confinement/segregation for approximately five 

years, during which time their has been several suicides by prisoners beca 

ause of the harshment of the confinement including two (2) who burned them­

selves to-death. See, EX—B.

19. That after the aforementioned plea by Plaintiff the trial Judge, Hon. 

Preston Battle, departed from Memphis, Tennessee, for a vacation and while 

on said vacation the then Governor of Tennessee, Hon. Buford Ellington, 

upon learning of Plaintiff's effort to receive a jury trial under said in­

dictment, dispatched State officials to located Judge Battle to offer him 

;-the next Appellate Judgship vacancy if the Judge would deny Plaintiff a 

trial under the petition refered to in paragraph-8 above.

• lh That on or about March 12th 1969 i'n.the. prison segregation building 

Plaintiff was confronted through a ruse.-byspecial agent, Robert Jensen 

of the Memphis, Tennessee, federal bureau of investagation office. The 

thrust of "r. Jensen's conversation was seeking cooperation of Plaintiff 

in furthereing the FBI investigation of said cr. Indictment. 3hen Plaintiff 

refused the cooperation offer'Mr. Jensen upon departing said Plaintiff could 

expect Plaintiff Brothers (John & Jerry Ray) to join him in prison, or words 

to that effect, thereafter: -183-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(a) pj®atlff'« brother, Jerry Bay, Tas iSlsidated to the.extent 
, that he had to resign his Job in the Chicago, Illinois, area; sub­

sequently after forcing hia Iron his job the FBI attempted to frame 
his for nunerous crises. '

(b) plaintiff's other brother, John Pay, was arrested by police 
while driving his car in the St. Louis, Missouri, area and subsequent­
ly charged by the FBI for aiding and abetting a bank robbery. Tried 
and convicted with a defendant whoa the government alleged actually 
robbed said bank, John was given 18 years and the alleged robber 10 
years; upon appeal the alleged robber's conviction was reversed by the 
8th U.S. circuit court of appeals because the fruits of an illegaly 
search & seizure was used against him; however, the 8th circuit ruled 
th»rthe fruits of the illegal search was not ground for reversing 
John Ray's case becasue the alleged evidence (stolen coney) was not 
taken from his; upon re-trial the alleged robber was acquited; sub­
sequently another defendant in the robbery was charged and entered a 
plea for three (3) years which was later reduced to eighteen souths 
by the governnent. >,

12. That in. June 1969 Plaintiff filed a civil action in the United States 

District court for the M.D. of Tennessee seeking to void contracts between 

plaintiff, the aforementioned Percy Foreman, and defendant, Huie. In att­

empting to have said civil action (Complaint) dismissed, thus necessitat­

ing the refiling by Plaintiff in the U.D. of Tennessee, the defendants 

Attorney the late, John J. Hooker sr., of the Davidson county Tennessee 

bar, illegally procured Plaintiff's entire prison record, including domicle 

informatihn, from the aforementioned corrections commissioner, Harry Avery, 

and was thus able to have said Complaint dismissed in the M.D. of Tennessee 

and refiled in the W.D. (civil action no. C-69-I99) before Judge McRae, 

because of said domicle information.

13. That thereafter in civil action no. 059-199 one of Judge McRae's 

initial rulingrwas that said action would be decided by deposition rather 

than live testimony—subsequently the Judge dismissed the- suit on notion ~ 
Of.-,the defendants. • ' * ' .

14. That following the United States Sixth circuit court of appeals ruling 

on February 3rd 1974 ordering an evidentiary hearing into the circumstances 

of Plaintiff's aforementioned guilty plea under said indictment defendant, 

Judge McR^e, again assumed jurisdiction to conduct said hearing (civil 

action no.074-166) and again ruled that the two principal witnesses, the

-184- 
9. d

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



aforementioned Percy Foreman & defendant Huie, would not have to undergo 

live testimony, 2»:L:222S1;:£S3' •i;9 Judge accomplished this legal maneu- 

wr by Ruling the Plaintiff1® subpoena powers ?ere United to a 100 nil© 

radius of Memphis, Tennessee.

That Judge McRae further prejudicial & arbitrary actions & inactions 

listed below effectively diminished the Plaintiff's right under the United 

States Supreme court mandate for a full and equitable evidentiary hearing:

(a) the court ruled in effect P at the solicitation of the 

State's Attorney, defendant Halle—who had conplained to the court that 

the press was urging the State to ask certain questions of Plaintiff—that 

General Haile could inquire of Plaintiff's alleged information he (plaint­

iff) provide said Percy Foreman concerning others persons allegedly culpa­

ble under said cr. indictment. Thereafter, althoe Plaintiff did. refer to 

information described above as being given to Mr. Foreman by Plaintiff, and 

within the confines of the above court ruling, neither defendant, Haile, 

or, Judge McRae questioned Plaintiff in the matters

(b) Judge McRae in concert with defendant," Pellicciotti, has con­

sistently—despite petitions from Plaintiff's counsel, James H. Lesar— 

declined to forward, to the U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals relevant i 

necessary portions of the transcript in said evidentiary hearing: specif­

ically, the definitive portions of said transcript evidencing, Percy Foreman 

- after'invatation, refused to offer live testimony in said evidentiary hear­

ing; and thus through their deleterious inactions in the tr. natter contri­

buted substantially to the 6th circuit decision against Plaintiff therein.

f (c) Judge McRae* has ignored a petition to take perpetuating testi­

mony, filed after said evidentiary hearing, from defendant, Huie. Mr. Huie 

being a principal character, therein.

15« That prior to said evidentiary hearing, Judge McRae, mislead or att­

empted to mislead Plaintiff's Tennessee cr. counsel as evidenced by a 

series of letters Plaintiff receive'd from said Counsel (Mr. Robert I. 

Livingston) implying that during several encounters with Judge McRae he 

, (Livingston) was lead to believe the court was sympathetic to Plaintiff's 

case and thus a vigorus presentation by Plaintiff's counsel would not be 

necessary or desirable. "185-
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16. That their have been publicized allegations that, Judge Mc^ae, is 

aore concerned with the political effects of his decisions than the 

lay. See, EX—C.

1?. That the clerk of the court defendant, Pelllcciottl, therein said 

evidentiary hearing was conducted acted in concert with. Judge McRae, 

in declining'to prepare and forward tr. material, described in paragraph 

14-b above, to the U.S. sixth circuit thus contributing substantially 1 

to the sixth circuit denying Plaintiff relief under said evidentiary 

hearing. > ‘

18. That defendant, Haile, who was the State's chief counsel in the afore­

mentioned evidentiary hearing, but is now in private practice, has libel­

ed Plaintiff by aiding & abetting defendant, McMillian, in McMillian's 

preparing & authoring the aforementioned artilce for defendant, TIME.

J9. That defendant, McMillian, informed Plaintiff's brother, Jerry Ray, 

of his (McMillian's) relationship, with defendant, Haile. --v..

•20. That in 1975 defendant, Haile, appeared with defendant, McMillian, 

at the Tennessee State penitentiary—Nashville Branch—wherein McMillian 

requested warden, Jones H. Rose, a personal friend of’Haile, to contact

. Plaintiff and ask if he would consent to an interview by, McMillian. । 

Varden Rose did forward said interview request to Plaintiff which Plaintiff 

declined and, thereafter, Halle & McMillian viewed the solitary confinement 

building wherein Plaintiff was housed.

^21. That defendant, Haile, while asst. att. gen. for the State of Tenn- 

$ essee several tines publicly criticised court decisions unfavorable to hia

.in a manner suggesting he was attempting to intimidate Judges, acts for 

which he subsequently was dismissed from the A.G.'s office by the Att-

, orney General for the State of Tennessee.

. 22. That in the January 26, 1976, issue of TIME magazine (EX—p) under 

the title of "The King Assassination Revisited", defendant, McMillian, 

authored a malicious article subtitled "I'm gonna kill that nigger Xing" 

and alleged said subtitle to>be a statement made by Plaintiff.

Said article is littered with deliberate fabrications, and while of a

•’ hollywoodlsh character they are delivered with malice intent, begining “186-
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"...•la 196} aadWo4 Hartls Luther King rae on TV alno’st everyday, talking 

defiantly about how Black people were going to get their rights..‘Ray 

watched it all avidly on the cell-block TV, at Jeff City. He reacted as 

if "King's renarks were directed at bin personally. He boiled when King 

cane on the tube. He began to call hin Martin 'Lucifer' King and Martin 

Luther 'coos'*. It got so that the very sight of King would galvanize 

Say ”• P» 18 said article. *

The facts are that their were no TV sets in the cellblocks or, cells, 

during Plaintiff's entire sojourn in the Missouri State penitentiary at, 

Jefferson City; and, that defendant McMillian is cognizant of this fact 

through conversations with Missouri corrections officials whoa he has 

contacted for information numerous tines. See, EX—£.

23. That several other deliberate fabrications with aalicious intent in 

said article are: • \

," (a) "Ray and (his fellow convict Raynond) Curtis would set around, 
often high on speed..." Speed being a fora of narcotic, p. 18.

(b) "On April 24, 1967, just one day after Ray escaped froa the 
prison at Jefferson City, he net his-Brothers Jack and Jerry in Chicago’s 
Atlantic Hotel..." Allegedly, say's McMillian, discussing the aurder of 
Martin Luther King. p. 18. • ■

(c) that McMillian alleged Plaintiff's .Brother?, John & Jerry Ray, 
had, froa conversations with Plaintiff, knowledge before the fact of the 
HIS Jr. aurder. PP. 18 & 23. /

24. That the State of Missouri's department of corrections connissioner, 

Mr. George K. Canp, alleges in effect that defendant McMillian is a fraud 

in connection with McMillian's aforenentioned allegations concerning Plain­

tiff's conduct while in said Ifissouri penitentiary. See, EX—E. .

25. That the Missouri prisoner defendant McMillian principally relies on 

to substantiate his allegations, allegations that Plaintiff not only 

ploted the aurder of MLK ^r. but was also .a. narcotic addict, narcotic 

peddler, ect. ect., is re'veled to be one, Raymond Curtis.

Said, Rayaond Curtis, atteapted onced to converse with Plaintiff while in 

said penitentiary, thereafter he (Curtis)'voluntarily "checked into" 

segregation, after being exposed as a professional inforaer, and thus

-187­
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.vas thereafter Halted in his prison association to his own type.

26. That shortly after Plaintiff's arest in 1968 to anser for said cr.

* Indictment defendant McMillian stated at a news conference that since he 

(McMillian) knew Plaintiff was guilty of the indictnent charge he (McMill­

ian) would not have to investigate the case. Thus it follows a fortiori 

that McMillian has relied on the work product of other novelist to sub­

stantiate sizeable portions of his allegations in said TIME article.

2?. That defendant McMillian has posted Plaintiff numerous letters, first 

threatening, then cajoling, in seeking interviews for use in said article 

and his alleged forthcoming book re Plaintiff.

28<-That defendant TIME magazine has a vested (financial) interest in 

publishing, said artilce by McMillian—thus in promoting McMillian's forth­

coming book re Plaintiff— in that McMillian's publisher, Little Brown, 

is a subsidary of TIME inc. . . • '

29« That defcndat TIME deceived their own agent (Richard C. Woodbury) .in 

their Chicago, Illinois, office into thinking TIME would run an objective 

story re the natter. See, EX—F, 4 '.

' JO. That defendant TIME was consciously endeavoring to influence the 

United States Sixth Circuit court of appeals in, Ray v. Rose, no. 73- 

1543। which just a few days subsequent to said article heard arguments 

- in the above Ray v. Rose suit to determine whether to order Plaintiff a 

new trial under said cr. indictment.

s' 31• That TIME inc. has a history of conspiring to subvert the judicial 

' - and political processes by publishing, timely, malicious articles prior 

to judicial decisions or election of public officials., ' ' ,

3^f That because defendant, TIME, has made a fresh investigation )p. 17 

said article) into the "case"—their Initial.investigation evidently 

being performed by Time inc. LIFE magazine in 1968—TIME is cognizant 

that a substantial portion of said article Is false & malicious.

35. Aat substantial portions of said artilce by McMillian were supplied 

to Mr. McMillian by defendants, Frank & Huie—Defendant, Huie, published 

a novel re Plaintiff in 1970 titled "He Slew the Dreamer"; defendant, -188-
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34* ®at tho false allegations la said article: ’’that Plaintiff committed 

a holdup in London, England, and that George C. Wallace would pardon 

plaintiff, pp. 17 i 23 "respectively, were supplied to defendant McMillian 

by defendant Huie as evidenced by stateaents nade directly to Plaintiff 

by the above nentioned Percy Foneaan (quoating Huie to Plaintiff) along 

with oral 8c written declarations by Defendat, Huie. See, ..—-..

35• That.defendant Huie in his ongoing aedia campaign against Plaintiff 

libeled Plaintiff in a CBS-TV interview hosted,by, Dan father, on or 

about January 2, 1976, by falsely alleging in effect that Plaintiff had 

murdered MLK Jr. and, robbed a loan coapany in London, England.

36. That the false allegations in reference to Adolph Hitler (p. 23 said 

article) was supplied to defendant'.McMillian by Defendant, Fran?:, as ev­

idenced by statements mads directly to plaintiff by Plaintiff’s former 

' 'Attorney (who was Interviewed extensively by defendant, Frank) Robert Hill,- 

of. the. Chattanooga Tennessee bar. ' ' .

32* That defendant Huie has a history, for commercial reasons, of . 

contentiousness with said, Gov. Wallace. *-

33. That defendant Frank has a history of defending Zionism even when 

it includes murder, eg, see Frank’s novel, publisher in 1963» titled 

"THE DEED", and if allegations in count 2-f above are substantiated in ' 

court proceeding Mr. Frank's intrusion Into said cr. indictment as a 

Government advocate is readily explicable. . ,

39. That an article in the BILALIAN NEWS published March 12, 1976, page 15, 

r penultimate paragraph, reported MEK Jr. was shifting his political alli­

ances.. VDr. King was shifting his political allinaces and civil rights

• ' approach. To support this view observers point to Dr. King’s views on 

the Viet Nam war and his growing support of the labor movement. Dr. King 

was also coning under the Influence of the Teaching of the Honorable 

Master Elijah Muhannad...” . • •

40. ’ That Plaintiff filed a libel suit in the United States Dis. Ct. for

‘ the U.D. of Tennessee titled, Ray v. Frank, Civil Action no. C-73-126, 

against herein defendant, Frank, in 1973» and had process served upon 

him through his publisher, Doubleday company. Mr. Frank was subsequently 
- -189-?
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■4

releived by the Court as a defendant in said suit by falsely alleging , 

' ( See, EX—5. p. 1) a process deficiency; Mr Frank's in effect falsely 

. alleged that he & Doubleday Conpany's affiliation was formal & transitory.

M'. That the record will confirm that not one of the Plaintiff's accusers 

in the connunication industry have ever offered live testimony in a court 

of lav but on the contrary, they have utilized numerous ruses to avoid 

process and the subpoena while the record will evidence Plaintiff has not 

only given live testimony (in the aforementioned evidentiary hearing) but 

prior to the plea in said cr. indictment was in contention with his cr. 

counsel in their insistence—in collusion with defendant, Huie—that plaint­

iff not be a defense witness therein.

toreover, nothing of substance indicates that the legal system-

influencial publishing companies combine are not acting in concert to assu- 

re„that itheir shall never be. a (jury) trial for Plaintiff, criminal or
S^ ** C 5 ’ ‘ ‘ ' f > J ^ '’’ * U i - ’ 1 * i' >k‘ S I 1 I ' ' ■

■ civil, that's related to said indictment...apparently because it would now

be a "show trial",i.e., the Government could not sustain it's heretofore 

media case. -V s‘A • ' • '

And it would appear that a cr. defendant without the economic

or political influence to effectively contest the above situation is not 

only subject to the denial of due process but can also expect his family 

members to be jailed and framed for criminal offences while the same pub­

lishing industries, eg, defendant, TIME, complain self-righteously about 

some distant country's corections or legal system. -

^ 1 Further,sit seem's that, by chancd, the same media-political

* combine that coalesced la the Watergate investigation-prosecution and 

, demanded full disclosure-are out-of the same sack as thoes who prosecuted

plaintiff under said cr. indictment and who are now opposed to dipclosures.

• IK SUMMARY: the above mentioned Percy Foreman has heretofore, 

since he & the Government maneuvered Plaintiff into said indictment plea, 

been giving a running commentary in the media on how he (Foreman) accom­

plished the feat. How he has published analogously the epilogue to the 

feat in the STAR magazine wherein he pronounces:
• -ISO-
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"...with^he publicity, appellate courts are reluctant' to 
reverse because it would bring down a heap of criticisa iron 
the public who are not faniliar with the rule and regulation 
of law...to find a Judge or a group of Judges with ebought 
courage would on experience, be unexpected". See, EX—JI.

42. That the defendants, TIME inc., George McMillian, 7, Henry Haile, 

Billiaa Bratford Huie, and Gerold Frank are guilty of the violation 

as follows: ; 'v -

' (a) of libeling plaintiff in said TIME article with nalicios Intent.

43. . That the defendants, TIME inc., George McMillian, I. Henry Haile,

are guilty of the violation as follows: ’ K

(a) of acting in collusion, by the nature of said article and it’s 
publishing date, to Influence the U.S. Sth circuit court, of appeals in, 
Ray v. Rose, ifo. 73-1543, adversely to herein Plaintiff, thus obstructing 
justice and violating plaintiff’s civil rights.

44►-That defendant, McMillian,is in addition guilty of the violation

as follows: *-*,.- ,

•. (a) of receving & publishing aalicious carerial iron defendants,
Huie & Frank, with a reckless disregard for the truth or falsity of said 
material thus cocpounding McMillian's libel.

45* That defendant, Huie, is in addition guilty of the violation as follows:

'(a) of libeling with nalicious intend by falsely charging on a 
CBS-TV special dated January 2, 1976, and hosted by Dan Rather, that Plaint­
iff had in effect surdered, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., and, robbed a 
loan company in, London, England. ’ ' ' .

46. That defendant, Haile, is guilty of the additional violationsas 'follows:

(a) of violating Plaintiff's civil, rights with nalicious intent 
by aiding & abetting defendant, McMillian, in his (MCcillian*s) publishing 
said article, through, furnishing McMillian inforcation from the files of 
the Tennessee Attorney General's office while ho (Haile) was asst. Att. Gen.

(b) of having dirept knowledge resulting fron his tenure in the 
Tennessee A.G. office and his association with the aforeaentioned, Percy 
Foreaan & ’Jillian L. Barry, of the truthfulness of allegation nad« in count-3 
herein above, thus violating Plaintiff's civil rights.
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4?. That defendants. Judge McRae & Brenda Pellicciotti, are guilty of 

the civil rights violation as follows:

(a) of deliberately withholding relevant portions of Plaintiff’s 
transcript from an appellate court, refered to in count-1^ b above, and 
thus contributed substantially to that court—U.S.’6th circuit court of 
appeals—sustaining Judge McRae’s earlier,ruling therein against Plaintiff.

48. That defendant, Judge McRae, is in addition guilty of the civil right’s 
violation as follows:

(a) of refusing to act on a notion to take perpetuating testi­
mony from defendant, Huie, in the aforementioned evidentiary hearing, re­
fered to in count-14 c above.

49 • That the Plaintiff is entitled to exemplary damages because defendants, 

‘ excluding Judge McRae & Pellicciotti, should be taught that the culpabil- 

’ity of defendants in cr. indictments were intended under the United States 

constitution to be decided in courts of law rather than through fraudulent 

aisrepresentations in the commercial communications industry; and the ether 

two defendants that legal requirements precede political considerations 

or biasness against a particular litigant.

50. That as a result of the defendants actions cited herein the Plaintiff 

has not only been ligeled in a nallgant fashion but thoes who have the 

responsibility of upholding litigants constitutional rights have by their 

collusive acts indirectly contributed to and encouraged the libel.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment from defendants, ex- 

’eluding Judge McRae, punitive damages of Five hundred thousand dollars 

respectively. • ’

James E. Ray 
Station—A
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7<V' - ■ ’ • - <* A • . T V, •«. '- ■
? Received of Sheriff William N. Morris,, Jr. the 

sum of $/9 ^ ‘ ' • « said inoniqs being .sent

by mail to James Earl Ray, with aliases, from d^t^
who resides at fa$jyZ££f£2£££^^ ^
. The above sun was received in the form of 

M'ISIS-*iS3WW ' " '

cash,\chcck\ money ord or'. ■ 
’"(^i rclwpp ropriate)

4
XtiiL’tW*, AU/BP. 5K(

• ('

\ ^iihtLEr.

\

,ames Earl Ray, County Jail

M i

'! !.

J? V;
■t

»
.A

lb. “
; ?•:' Liq?v:^^ ,r- sVvx. vW^-^
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State of Tennessee
SHELBY COUNTY

I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, do hereby certify that the fore­

going (5)_PIVE ............ . P.g». contain a full, true and perfect copy of the

PETITION’ FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR ACCEPTANCE OF to OF GUILTY AND

ORDER AIH1ORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEPTING PLEA OF GUILTY AND

VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDANT ON WAIVER AND ORDER - OF JAMIES EARL RAY - DOCKET NUMVER B-16645

as the same appears of record now on file in my office. *

' In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal 

, of said Court,’ at office, in the City of Memphis.

State of Tennessee ) w 7112 criminal court of shelby county, tenn.
SHELBY COUNTY J Memphis, Tenn.—AKL,14*12K_______ _19_„_

I^JiILIJ[^LJL_JJ^.LIA^.________—————. sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court of said

County Division_3___, certify that J. A. BLACKWELL, who gave the foregoing certificate, is now, and

was at the time of signing the same. Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a Court of Record, and that 

his attestation is in due form, and his official acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit.

^ " ’ ' ",' Witness my hand, tM* ^ d»y nLrrTir„—AUG. ...--------1976

State of Tennessee I
SHELBY COUNTY f ■

L J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, certify that HON.

_WLLIAM.H, .WILLIAMS.............-___ , whose genuine official signature appears to the above

and hereto annexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, sole and presiding Judge of the 

Criminal Court Diviaon_l__, in and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and quali­

fied, and that all his official acts, as such, are entiled to full faith and credit. ,

In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal

. . ■• ■ of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis,

, ., *M« 16 «l^y <%f...... .. AUG. . __ 1<176 .

' - .... Zs/^,An»v

. . • 1 ' -194-
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■ ,IX COv’a? OF CHILLY COUuTf,
• • DIVISION TH " '

STATZ OF TENNESSEE ' , •

YS. . NO, 16645 ' *

JAMES EARL RAY______________ ( /
DEFENDANT , , .

• • ’ PETITION FOR WAXVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR '^^r!v
' ' ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GUILTY (

That ny true full nene is JAMES EARL RAY__________and I assert that
^ ell proceedings against ne should be had in the name which I hereby declare to be my 

true none. ■ ' ,

• ■ ^ attorney in the cause is PERCY FOREMAN , who was se-
’ ' lected and retained by ne,/who was appointed by the Court xkxjxxsqDest, to represent" . 
. ‘ ne in this cause. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender,

■ ! > . I have received a copy of the indictment before being called upon to plead,
. and I have read and discussed it with ny attorney, and believe end feel that I under­

stand the accusation aade against ne in this case and in each case listed herein. I
. hereby valve the formal reading of the indictment. .

i ■ I have told ay attorney the facts and surrounding circumstances as known
i । to ae concerning the natters mentioned in the indlctaents,.and believe and feel that 

ny attorney is fully informed as to all such natters. ^ attorney has informed ne
1 at to the nature and cause of each accusation against re, and as to any and all
, . possible defenses X night have in this cause. ' '

, . 1^ attorney has advised ne as to the punishment provided by law for the
* ’ offenses charged and embraced in the indictaent against ne. My attorney has further 
'— advised that punishment which the law provides for the crine with which I an charged 
■- in the indictment is as follows: . ,
I • • * ■ ' ■ , . ■ '

I,' d^ath by electrocution or confinement in the State Penitentiary for_____

~ life or for some period of time over twenty (20) years____________________  

and if accepted by "the Court and Jury ay sentence on a plea of guilty will be:
( confinement in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99).________

• It has been'fully explained to me and I; understand that I asy, if'I so choose,
' plead "Not Guilty" to any offense charged against ae, and that if Tchoose to piesd "Not 

‘ Guilty" the Constitution guarantees and this Court will provide me the right to a speedy 
i... and public trial by Jury; the right to see and hear all witnesses against ae; the right 

to use the power and process of the Court to coapell the production of any evidence, 
j including the attendance, of any witness, in ay favor; and the right to have the assis­
: Vance of counsel in ay defense at all stages of the proceedings.

. In the exercise of my own free will and. choice and without any threats or 
pressure of any kind or promises of gain or favor from any source whatsoever, and being 

> ’.s—Jy* aware of the action I am taking, I do hereby in open Court request the Court to 
*' accept'"Jy plea of guilty to the charges outlined herein. I hereby waive-any right I 

“ say or could have to a Motion for a New Trial, and/o$ an appeal.
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■IK THE CRL'tIHAL COURT OF CiHSSr COUNTY,Ti.R.iSSEE 
. DIVISION Ill

STATE OF .TENNESSEE ' 7 •

VS KO, 1664S______

JAMESJEA2L_W:_________________  ' ‘
DEFEKMff ■ • .

ORDER AUTHORIZING WIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEPTING 
. FLEA OF GUILT!

This cause cece on for hitring before the Honorable W.

PRESTON BATTLE____________ > W of Division III of the

Crlsinel Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, on the petition of the 

defendant, JAMES EARL RAY' , for Waiver of trial by jury and 

request for acceptance of a plea of guilty, said petition being attached 

hereto and incorporated by reference herein; upon statenents rude in 
the District Attorney General 

open Court by the defendant herein; his attorneysof record; /the Assistant

AttorneysGeneral representing the State of Tennessee; and fron questioning 

by the Court of defendant and his counsel in open Court; and

IT APPEARING TO IKE COURT after careful consideration that the 

defendant herein has been fully edvised and understands his right to a 

trial by jury on the merits of the indictncnt against hi», and that the 

defendant herein does not elect to have a jury determine his guilt or 

innocence under a pica of Not Guilty; and has voived the forxal reading 

of the indictment, AND: , ’ ’

IT FURTHER APPEARING TO THE COURT that the defendant intelligently 

and understendlngly valves his right to a trial and of his own free will and 

choice and without any threats or pressure of any kind or promises, other 

that the recoxxendation of the State as to punishment; and does desire to 

enter a plea of guilty and accept the recommendation of the State as to 

punishaent, valves his-right to a Motion for a Kev Trial and/or an appeal, •

IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the petition 

filed herein be and the sisc is hereby granted.

Enter this the -— day of - March, 196 9 ,

JUDGE

-196-
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JUDGE "Janes Earl Ray, stand."

JUDGE "Have your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do 

you understand them?"

DEFENDANT '"Yes”

JUDGE "Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jury on the

charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the punish­

ment for Murder in the First Degree ranging from Death by 

Electrocution to any tine over twenty years? The burden of 

proof is on the State of Tennessee to prove you guilty be - 

yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty and the de­

cision of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guilt and 

punishment?

In the event of a jury verdict against you, you would 

have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addressed to 

the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against, 

you on your Motion for a New Trial, you would have the right 

to successive appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap­

peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file a pe­

tition for review by the Supreme Court of the United States? 

Do you understand that you have all these rights?"

DEFENDANT "Yes"

JUDGE "You are entering a plea of- Guilty to Murder in the First

Degree as charged in the Indictment, and are compromising 

and settling your case on agreed punishment of. ninety-nine 

years in the State Penitentiary. Is this what you want to 

do?"

DEFENDANT

JUDGE

"Yes"

"Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving

up", a-formal trial by your Plea of Guilty although the laws 

of this State require the prosecution to present certain evi­

dence to a jury in all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder in 

the First Degree? iO %
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By your plea of guilty you are also waiving your rights 

to (1) Motion for a New Trial; (2) Successive Appeals to 

the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals and the Supreme 

Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for Review by the Supreme 

Court of the United States.

By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and 

waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions 

and Petitions in which the Court has heretofore ruled against 

you in whole or in part, among them being:

" * 1. Motion to withdraw plea and quash indictment

2. Motion to inspect evidence

3. Motion to remove lights and cameras from jail (

4. Motion for private consultation with attorney

S. Petition to authorize defendant to take depositions

6. Motion to permit conference with Huie

7. Motion to permit photographs

8. Motion to designate court reporters

9. Motion to stipulate testimony

10. Suggestion of proper name"

DEFENDANT "Yes'’

JUDGE ’’Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in

the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead 

guilty? Has anything else been promised you by anyone?’’

DEFENDANT ’’No"

JUDGE ’’Has any pressure of any kind, by anyone in any way been

used on you to get you to plead guilty?"

DEFENDANT "No"

JUDGE "Are you pleading guilty to Murder in the First Degree in

this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under 

such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of 

Murder in the First Degree under the law as explained to 

you by your lawyers?"

-198-
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Pace 3
Voxr Dire of Defendant on Waiver and Order

JUDGE ’’Is this Plea of. Guilty to Murder in the First Degree with 

agreed punishment of ninety-nine years in the State 'Peni­

tentiary, freely, voluntarily and understandingly made and, 

entered by you?”

DEFENDANT "Yes”

JUDGE ”Is this Plea of Guilty on your part the free act of, your 

free will, made with your full knowledge and understanding 

of its meaning and consequences?”

DEFENDANT "Yes" .

-199
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EXHIBIT 17 
(Classified)
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DOJ-1977-02

EXHIBIT 18 
(Classified)
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
JULY l»7* EDITION 
OSA FM* <41 CFR> 101.U.«

.UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : ALL EMPLOYEES date: 3-15-77

from : LEGAT John J. Foarde, Jr.

subjectXtASK FORCE REVIEWING BUREAU 

INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. CASE

The 201-page report of the above Task Force is
filed as serial 366 in section four of captioned file.
It sets forth the history of the creation of the Task Force 
and its findings.

173-1
1 - Each Employee

JJF:lmg

<&P)

6010*119
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

if GAI AHACHE-MEXlCOOr
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P 112015Z JUN 77
EM DIRECTOR MEXICO NR. 779-11

TO ALL LEG ATS PRIORITY 

BT 

CLEAR 

JAMES EARL RAY, AKA - FUGITIVE; "TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVE"; 

UFAC- ESCAPE.; CONSPIRACY; 00: KNOXVILLE.

FOR THE INFORMATION OF .ALL LEG ATS AND OFFICES WHO MAY 

NOT HAVE RECEIVED PRIOR CORRESPONDENCE IN THIS MATTER, Al 

APPROXIMATELY 7:20 P.M., JUNE 10, 1977, CAPTIONED SUBJECT, 

ALONG WITH FIVE OTHERS, ALL INMATES AT THE BRUSHY MOUNTAIN 

STATE PRISON, PETRO, TENNESSEE, ESCAPED CUSTODY BY PLACING A 

MAKESHIFT LADDER ON OUTSIDE WALL OF PRISON COMPOUND. 

INMATES HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO ENTER PRISON YARD AT S P.M. FOR 

SUPERVISED EXERCISE. ESCAPE ACCOMPLISHED BY TWO INCIDENTS, 

ONE A PURPORTED STAGED FIGHT INVOLVING TWO INMATES; THE 

SECOND A FAKED ACCIDENT INVOLVING ANOTHER. ONE INMATE IN 

ATTEMPTING TO SCALE THE WALL WAS SHOT BY PRISON GUARDS AND 

APPREHENDED.

SUBJECT RAY, EBI NUMBER 4'059423, WAS INCARCERATED
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PAGE TWO CLEAR

IN THE CUSTODY OF THE TENNESSEE AUTHORITIES SERVING A 99-YEAR

PRISON SENTENCE FOLLOWING HIS CONVICTION FOR SLAYING THE

LATE REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HE IS DESCRIBED

AS:

AGE: 49

BORN: MARCH 10, 1928

PLACE OF BIRTH: QUINCY OR ALTON, .ILLINOIS

HEIGHT: 5’10"

WEIGHT: 170 POUNDS

BUILD: MEDIUM

HAIR : BLACK - GRAYING

EYES: BLUE

COMPLEXION: MEDIUM

RACE: 'WHITE

NATIONALITY: AMERICAN

OCCUPATIONS: BAKER, LABORER

-SCARS AND MARKS: SMALL SCAR ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD AND

SMALL SCAR on PALM OF RIGHT HAND

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: ^^H

A FEDERAL WARRANT WAS ISSUED ON JUNE II, 1977, AT KNOXVILLE, 

TENNESSEE, CHARGING RaY WITH CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE IKE UNLAWFUL
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PAGE THREE CLEAR

FLIGHT STATUTE (TITLE 18, U.S. CODE, SECTION €-1, AND 

1073).

EXTENSIVE AIR AND TERRAIN SEARCHES BEING CONDUCTED 

IN PETROS, TENNESSEE., AREA. SURVEILLANCES INSTITUTED 

RE KNOWN RELATIVES OF RAY AFTER INTERVIEW ATTEMPTS PROVED 

NEGATIVE. THESE SURVEILLANCES SHOULD CONTINUE. FAA HEADQUARTERS 

ALERTED WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO NOTIFY ALL AIRLINES CONCERNING 

RAY'S FUGITIVE STATUS. A POSSIBILITY DOES EXIST THAT RAY AND 

OTHER ESCAPEES MAY COMMANDEER AIRLINE. ACCORDINGLY, AN 

APPROPRIATE FAA ALERT BEING MADE. PASSPORT OFFICES AND INS 

HEADQUARTERS REQUESTED TO PLACE APPROPRIATE STOPS THROUGH 

WC HEADQUARTERS. WANTED FLYERS BEING PREPARED TODAY AND 

SUBJECT APPROVED AS ADDITION TO BUREAU’S LIST OF TEN MOST 

WANTED FUGITIVES. APPROPRIATE PRESS RELEASES BEING .MADE.

FOR YOUR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, SEPARATE CASES HAVE 

BEEN OPENED RE OTHER FUGITIVES, WHO,ARE:

EARL HILL, JR.; WHITE MALE, BORN OCTOBER 19, 1942; HEIGHT 

5’€", WEIGHT L35, BLACK .HAIR., GREEN EYES, INCARCERATED FOLLOWING 

MURDER, RAPE AND ASSAULT CONVICTIONS. EARL CONVICTED OF ‘ 

MURDERING A WDC POLICEMAN AND ATTEMPTING TO MURDER HIS WIFE 

WHILE BOTH WERE ON VACATION IN TENNESSEE.
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page four clear ,

DAVID LEE POWELL, NEGRO MALE, AGE 28; BORN JULY 18, 

1.949, CLARKSVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, HEIGHT 6'1", WEIGHT 158 

POUNDS; SENTENCED TO 100 YEARS FOLLOWING MURDER CONVICTION.

DOUGLAS SWANE SHELTON, WHITE MALE; BORN DECEMBER 6, 

1944, AT KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE, 5’10”, L57 POUNDS, BLACK HAIR 

AND EYES, FBI NUMBER 388357F; WAS SERVING 65 YEAR SENTENCE 

FOR ASSAULT, MURDER AND GRAND LARCENY.

DONALD RAY CAYLOR, WHITE MALE, BORN SEPTEMBER 30, 1952, 

AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, 5’6”, 130 POUNDS , BROWN HAIR AND EYES, 

FBI NUMBER 6152301; SERVING 50 YEAR SENTENCE FOR ARMED CONSPIRACY 

AND THREE 21 YEAR SENTENCES ASSAULT TO MURDER* (NOTE: HAS 

ASSAULTED POLICE OFFICER IN PASTWLM

LARRY HACKER, WHITE MALE; BORN SEPHUMBER 24, 1944;

EBI NUMBER 255832G , HEIGHT 6’1”; 17.0 POUNDS, BROWN HAIR AND 

GREY EYES. (HACKER CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF WILLIE FOSTER SELLERS, 

SOON TO BE ADDED TO BUREAU’S TOP MOST WANTED LIST).

ALL OFFICES SHOULD INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE ALERTS

ARE PLACED CONCERNING RAY AND ASSOCIATES WITH LOCAL AND STATE 

POLICE AGENCIES, ^R AND GROUND TRANSPORTATION CONCERNS, 

INCLUDING MAJOR AIRLINES, BUSES, CAR RENTAL AGENCIES, ETC.
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page jle clear

ALL BORDER STOPS MUST BE PLACED TO' PREVENT RAY AND 
ASSOCIATES FROM LEAVING COUNTRY. ALL LEG ATS OF \\

COURSE SHOULD PLACE SIMILAR STOPS WHERE APPROPRIATE WITHIN \\ 

THEIR RESPECTIVE TERRITORIES.

DURING THE INITIAL STAGES OF THIS IMPORTANT 

INVESTIGATION , LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED TELEPHONICALLY, 

CONFIRMED BY TELETYPE. LEADS SHOULD RECEIVE PROMPT 

RESPONSE. INSTANT MATTER IS BEING DESIGNATED A MAJOR 

CASE AND SHOULD BE HANDLED ACCORDINGLY. AN ALL-OUT 

EFFORT MUST BE EXPENDED TO LOCATE RAY AND OTHER ESCAPEES 

WHO ARE ALSO BEING SOUGHT XOR CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE THE 

unlawful FLIGHT STATUTE. INSURE Esina AND KNOXVILLE, THE 

OF.FICE OF ORIGIN, ARE, KEPT ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT JAMES EARL RAY IS ALSO KNOWN AS: 

PAUL BRIDGEMAN, ERIRISTARVO GALT, W. C. HERRON, HARVEY LOWMYER, 

JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O’CONNER, RAYMOND GEOCOE SNEYD, JAMES WALTON, 

JAMES WALYON, JOHN WILLARD, "JIM," AND OTHERS.

ALL SACS advised separately.

ST
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MEXICO NR. 7.80-11

P 112015Z JUN 77

FM DIRECTOR

TO ALL LEGATS PRIORITY

BT

CLEAR

JAMES EARL RAY, AKA - FUGITIVE; WANTED FLYER #500 "TEN MOST 

WANTED FUGITIVE”; UFAC- ESCAPE; CONSPIRACY; 00: KNOXVILLE.

REBUTEL JUNE 11, 1577 CAUTIONED AS ABOVE AND

KXTEL DATED JUNE 11, 1577 (NOT TO .ALL) CAPTIONED "DAVID LEE 

POWELL, AKA - FUGITIVE; UFAC - ESCAPE; CONSPIRACY; 00: 

KNOXVILLE."

FOR INFORMATION OF ALL RECEIVING OFFICES, KNOXVILLE 

ADVISED APPROXIMATELY>2 P.M., EDT, TODAY, DAVID LEE POWELL 

APPREHENDED BY TENNESSEE STATE AUTHORITIES AFTER BEING 

OBSERVED FROM SURVEILLANCE HELICOPTER. SUBJECT BEING 

TRANSPORTED TO PRISON GROUNDS. EFFORTS BEING MADE BY 

KNOXVILLE AGENTS TO INTERVIEW POWELL RE ESCAPE AND WHEREABOUTS

OF FUGITIVE RAY. DISCONTINUE REGARDING POWELL 

armed and dangerous, 

escape risks.
ALL SACS ADVISED SEPARATELY. ।

bt r

bichww

। co» asrf । r

•

JUN 131977

^AlATTAQg<xiCQ Qty(
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MEX NR.’ 781-11

P 121245Z JUN UU

FM DIRECTOR

TO ALL LEGATS PRIORITY

RUEBWJA/ATTORNEY general 

ruebja/deputy attorney general 

ruebwja/assistant attorney general, criminal div. *

ATTN: GENERAL CRIMES SECTION 

rueadww/the president 

pueadww/white house situation room 

BT .

UNCLAS/ E F T 0 ' . ^
TDONALD RAy/caYLOR - FUGITIVE; LARRY EDWARD/HACK ER - FUGITIVE;

I I M <
earl hill, jr. - fugitive; David leeipowell - fugitive; james 

EARlIraY - FUGITIVE; DOUGLAS SHELTON - FUGJTI^ 
»(, CONSPIRACY

TO VIOLATE UFAC - ESCAPE, 00: KNOXVILLE 

RE EARLIER TELETYPES THIS DATE.

THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATION AND

EVENTS INCIDENTAL TO CAPTIONED MATTER SEARCHED. 
SERIALIZED

CODED TELE

RECEIVED BY JUN 13 1977
LEGAL ATTACHE-MEXlfO <

INDEXED
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page Iwo de ruehfb #0045 unclas/e ,f t 0 

GENERAL .MATTER: 

SIX CAPTIONED SUBJECTS ESCAPED FROM BRUSHY .MOUNTAIN

PRISON (BMP.) JUNE 10, 1977, AT ABOUT 7:20 PM, AND FLED TO 

RUGGED MOUNTAINOUS TERRITORY. ONE WOULD-BE ESCAPEE UNSUC­

CESSFUL AND WOUNDED SLIGHTLY IN ATTEMPT. LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

CONVERGED ON AREA AND JOINED 'EFFORTS TO RECAPTURE SUBJECTS. 

FBI AGENTS ON SCENE TO DETERMINE ANY EXISTENCE OF FEDERAL 

VIOLATION.

PROCESS AUTHORIZED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL AND FILED BEFORE 

USDJ DAVID A. KAUFMAN BY FBI AGENT ABOUT 4:00 AM, JUNE .11, 1977. 

ADDITIONAL AGENTS ARRIVED IN KNOXVILLE FROM SURROUNDING OFFICES 

AND PROCEEDED TO SCENE.

JAMES EARL RAY PLACED ON TOP TEN THIS DATE.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR., ARRIVED THIS DATE AT KNOX­

VILLE FOR SPEAKING engagement AND AFFORDED EXTENSIVE POLICE 

PROTECTION.

INVESTIGATION AT BMP:

DAVID LEE POWELL APPREHENDED JUNE 11, 1977, BY TENNESSEE 

HIGHWAY PATROL (THP) AFTER BEING OBSERVED FROM HELICOPTER , 

MAIN THRUST OF INVESTIGATION PLACED ON LOCATING ESCAPEES.
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PAGE THREEDE RUEHFB #0045 UNCLAS/E F T 0

JERRY W. WARD, UNSUCCESSFUL .ESCAPEE, DECLINED INTERVIEW. INTER­

VIEWS OF INMATES BELIEVED KTO HAVE FEIGNED DISTURBANCE UNPRODUC­

TIVE. GUARD NEAREST T E ESCAPEES INTERVIEWED AND ADVISED HE 

WAS DISTRACTED BY FIGHT AND APPARENT -ACCIDENT. WHEN HE OBSERVED 

ESCAPEES, HE ACCIDENTALLY JAMMED DOOR TO .GUARD TOWER WHILE 

REACHING FOR WEAPON. SUBSEQUENTLY, HE FIRED A SHOTGUN AND 

THEN A .22 RIFLE AT ESCAPEES. HE BELIEVES THAT HE MAY HAVE 

WOUNDED ONE. NO BLOOD KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN OBSERVED IN AREA. 

TRACKS OBSERVED IN SEVERAL AREAS BEING SEARCHED. SEARCH 

parties using bloodhounds worked throughout June 10-u, 1977. 

ON JUNE 11, 1977, TWO THP HELICOPTERS, ONE FBI PLANE, AND ONE 

PLANE RENTED BY THE EBI, AS WELL AS ONE SWAT HELICOPTER FROM 

KOBXVILLE, TENN. PD, UTILIZED IN SEARCHING AREA.

ROADBLOCKS ORGANIZED IN CONJUNCTION WITH ROVING PATROLS. 

AGENTS ON SCENE OPERATING IN L2-H0UR SHIFTS WHERE SEARCH TO 

CONTINUE EROM DAWN TO DUSK. FBI, state, AND LOCAL swat TEAMS, 

AS WELL AS TRACKERS AC OPERATING.

arrangements made with railroads for search of trains 

PASSING THROUGH AREAS CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE .PRISON.
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PAGE FOUR .DE RUEHFB #0045 UNCLAS/E F T 0

’ INVESTIGATION KNOXVILLE DIVISION OTHER THAN AT BMP OF 

RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECTS CAYLOR, 

SHELTON, AND HILL CONTACTED THROUGHOUT EASTERN TENN. WITH 

NEGATIVE RESULTS. CONTINUED COVERAGE BEING AFFORDED AND 

APPROPRIATE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES NOTIFIED.

AIRLINES AND BUS TERMINALS AT KNOXVILLE PLACED ON 

ALERT WITH DESCRIPTIONS OF SUBJECTS. •

COPIES OF PHOTOS OF SUBJECTS BEING .PREPARED TO BE 

DISTRIBUTED LOCALLY THIS DATE.

NATIONWIDE INVESTIGATION:

ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES HAVE BEEN ALERTED TO ESCAPE AND 

OUTSTANDING PROCESS ON SUBJECTS. FIELD OFFICES AFFORDING 

CLOSE COVERAGE OF RELATIVES, FRIENDS, .AND ASSOCIATES OF 

SUBJECTS AND AGGRESSIVELY INVESTIGATING THIS MATTER. . MOST 

OF JAMES EARL RAY'S RELATIVES CONTACTED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS 

RE HIS WHEREABOUTS.

WANTED FLYERS BEING DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT NEWS MEDIA 

IN EASTERN TENN. 

BT
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P 131215Z JUN 77

PM DIRECTOR

TO ALL LEG ATS PRIORITY

RUEBWJA/ATTORNEY GENERAL

RUEBWJ A/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ruebwja/assistant ATTORNEY GENERAL, CRIMINAL DIV.

ATTN: GENERAL CRIMES SECTION

RUEADW/THE PRESIDENT

rueadww/white house situation room 
bt

UN CL as .
JAMES EARL RAY, AKA-FUGITIVE. "TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES." EARl/hILL

JR., AKA - FUGITIVE. CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID 

CONFINEMENT - ESCAPE.

FBI KNOXVILLE DIVISION HAS ADVISED THAT LATE ON JUNE 12, 1577:

SUBJECT HILL APPREHENDED-BY PRISON GUARDS APPROXIMATELY FOUR 

MILES FROM MOUNTAIN STATE PRISON, TENNESSEE. JAMES EARL RAY HAS 

NOT YET BEEN APPREHENDED.

NOTE FOR LEG ATS:

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. / 73-A -3 7/
SEARCHED 
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JAMES EARL RAY, AKA - FUGITIVE; ET AL CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE 

UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ESCAPE.

ocames Earl ray apprehended about 2:is am, june 13, 

.1377, APPROXIMATELY'ELEVEN MILES FROM BRUSHY MOUNTAIN 

STATE PRISON BY CORRECTION AUTHORITIES.
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DATE; 6-13-77

^fcllTED STATES GOVERNMENT

memorandum
ATTN OF: LDvAX

subject/' JAMES EARL
V CONSPIRACY

RAY, aka - FUGITIVE 
TO COMMIT UFAC - ESCAPE

TO: FILE (173-1)

At 12:15 a.m., on 6-11-77, Bureau Supervisor HAL N. 
HELTERHOFF called to advise of subject's escape, with others, 
from the State Prison in Tennessee. He asked that logical 
agencies be alerted and furnished descriptive data on subject 
which is already in our files. He said the Attorney General 
had ordered the Bureau to enter this investigation and it 
would probably be conducted under the 88-classification. He 
said recent photographs of subject would be forwarded as soon 
as possible. At the time, there was no information to indicate 
that subject and his associates had been able to leave the 
wooded area around the prison and nothing to show that their 
destination might be Mexico.

On 6-11-77, SA JOHN H. GRANT furnished available 
details to General RAUL MENDIOLEA Z., Chief of the Federal 
Judicial Police. The General said he would take all possible 
measures upon being furnished descriptive data and a photograph 
of the subject.

As noted in incoming teletypes received on 6-13-77, 
subject and most of his associates have now been apprehended. 
Any necessary investigation in the Mexican interior to locate 
those not yet taken into custody will be handled in separate 
files.
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• * NITED STATES GOVERNMENT

- u-23-77 - memorandum
REPLY TO

ATTN OPS JlEGAT

sub J HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

to: file (175-14)

Political Counselor FRANK STARRS discussed with 
this office State Department telegram 278874 received on 
11-23-77 announcing that a staff member of captioned 
committee wishes to visit Mexico "shortly." This staff 
member is described as interested in establishing a working 
relationship with appropriate Mexican officials "pursuant 
to investigation of activities of JAMES EARL RAY while in 
Mexico."

STARRS was told that this office was under 
instructions to refer any inquiries from the above committee 
to FBI Headquarters or' the Office of Legislative Affairs 
of the Department. ' He was also told that this office did 
not know which Mexican Government agency might be appropriate 
since our files do not indicate that any extensive 
investigation of RAY’s activities in Mexico was ever 
conducted by the Mexicans. STARRS said he would prepare a 
communication requesting additional details about the 
proposed visit and that it would be reviewed with this office 
before it is sent to Washington.

1 - 175-14 " 
1 - 80-152
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y/house select committee on assassinations (HSCA)

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE TO LEGAL ATTACHES AUGUST 1?, 

197o; MEXICO CITY TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST 30, 1976; MEXICO 

CITY AIRTEL TO BUREAU AUGUST 31, 19?6.

HSCA, BY LETTER DATED MAY 11, 1976, REQUESTED THAT ALL 

MATERIAL Re. VIEWED BY OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

(uH), DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, FROM FOUR LEGATS, INCLUDING MEXICO 

’ CITY, FOR ITS REPORT CONCERNING THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

INVESTIGATION, BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW.

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE, CAPTIONED ’’MARTIN LUTHER KING,” 

DEALT WITH FBK’S REQUEST OF ALL LEGATS TO SEARCH THEIR INDICES 

FOR FILES REGARDING KING AND FURNISH A COPY OF THOSE FILES TO 
FBIHq. MEXICO CITY ADVISED THAT MURK IN FILE (173-1) LQi/gZ^^4
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.JAGu ThO Oc HQ ^00^5 UNCLAS E F T 0

WAS BEING XEROXED, Am miJLD BE FORWARDED. THIS MATERIAL WAS 

RECEIVED AT FBIHQ; HOWEVER, AFTER REVIEW BY OPR, IT WAS SUBSE­

QUENTLY DESTROYED AS CURRENT NEED NOT FORESEEN.

IT IS REQUESTED-THAT MEXfDO CITY FURNISH FBIHQ A COPY OF 

the file previously Provided (173-1). referenced airtel advised 

THAT THIS file CONSISTED OF SERIALS 1 - 357 ANO IAS 1 - 1A2J. 

IT HILL BE NECESSARY TO XEROX ONLY THE FIRST PAGE OF ANY DOCU­

MENT CONTAINED IN THAT FILE THAT HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED 

TO FBIHQ DURING THE VOURSE OF MURK IN INVESTIGATION. ALL OTHER 

DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE COPJED IN THEIR ENTIRETY. THIS MATERIAL 

SHOULD BE SENT TO FBIHQ, ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY 

UNIT, BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS JUNE 2, 1^78. 

BT
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT

5-31-78

DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT

LEGAT, MEXICO CITY (175-14) (RUC)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Enclosed for the Bureau are copies of serials one 
through 357 and 1-As JL-29 of Mexico City file 173-1, as 
requested in referenced Bureau teletype and pursuant to 
instructions therein^ .‘

Re Bureau teletype, 5-t23-78

3 - Bureau (Enc. 386)
(1 -. Foreign Liaison Desk)

- Mexico City
- 175-14) 
- 173-1)

:lmg '
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