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STATE OF MISSOURI

. DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Jafferson Ci !
*% ' GEORGE M.CAMP . . v '

+ . DEPUTY DIRECTOR .
s . February 27, 1976

v

MEMORANDUM

e an e ey e e o G —C—

cE TO: * JAMES EARL RAY FILE
' 2

‘FROM: Georgidgf Camp

RE: Investigation of the James Earl Ray escape
and financing of his activities

As well as reviewing James Earl Ray's £file and the files
of several other inmates and employees, which are listed
.. below, I talked with former Warden Harold R. Swenson and
. former Senior Correctional Officer Bernarxd Poiry regara-
ing any knowledge they mlght have of the activities of
James Earl Ray.

On February 26, Mr. Swenson informed me that to his
knowledge‘Ray was not a "merchant™ and that he was not
involved in any extensive illegal activities within the
prison and in fact was a loner. He noted that the only
significant point to James Earl Ray's record was his sev-
eral attempts to escape from the institution.

On that same day, February 26, I had an extencive discus-

sion with the former Chief Yard Officer, Majox Bernard

Poiry. In essence, he substantiated tlie conclusions made

to me by Warden Swenson and in his opinion, James Earl Ray

could not have earned monies while in the prison to sup-

port himself after his escape. He was a loner who attempted

to escape on several occasions and apparently had little .
rapport with other inmates. Major Poiry felt that James

ey Earl Ray was able to escape due to the laxity of employees:
ol and not due to any dealings between Ray and employees of
S e the institution. The report written at the time of Ray's
L L escape substantiates this conclusicn. Major Poiry stated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



a®

-2a

that there were a great many employees in the institution
who frequently were lax in their duties and that a hand-

ful of employees. had to pick up the slack for the majorltyf

of the employees who did not pay enough attention to cus-
todial security.

In nmy own mind, having reviewed all of the files listed
and to the discussions of Warden Swenson and Major Poiry,
it seems quite clear to me that we have no information
that one could base the conclusion that James Earl Ray

. planned and executed his escape with the direct assistance
of staff nor that he secreted through illegal means money
to support himself after his escape while he was still an
inmate at the Penitentiary.

Inmate files reviewed:

James Earl Ray 00416
Ronnie Westborg 71859
James Esson 73789

Gary Wayne Harkins 21231
Georxge H;;OIG Jones 05516

Raymond Cuxtis 04849

Pexrsonnel files reviewed:
_Alfred Burkhardt
Harold John Schaffex
Ezra Leroy Shelden

Raymond Harold Morgan

GMC:mac

‘Lafe O.

Joseph Siebert 09111

Robert Lynn Powell 16960

Carl Drake 00189
Billy Mac Miles 07206
bonald Ray Johnson 10987

James F. Stone
Go&e ' ¢
Johnnie Francis Petree

Bernard C. Peschang
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‘In ordering on April 26 the complete review by Mr.
Shaheen, I directed that the investigation be completed
forthwith and that answers to fouxr specific questions be
-furnished to me and FBI Directoxr Clarence M. Kelley on the

“ pasis of the review of all documents: )
‘ -;fWhéther the FBI investigation of.Dr. King's

assassination was thorough and honest;

~- Whether there»is any eyidence that the FBI wasx
involved in the assassination of Dr. King; ‘

»

= --" Whether, .in light of the first two mattexrs, there
is ény new evidence which has come to ‘the éttention of the
Department concerning the assassination of bx. Xing:
e Whether the nature of the relationship between the
:Bureau and Dr. King calls for cximinal piosecuti&ns, disciplinarxy
proceedings, or other appropriate action.
Mr. Pottinger péinted out that the Civil Rights
Division has been continuously investigating allegat%ons

concerning ‘the assassination of Dr. King as these allegations

. come tc the attention.of the Depaxtment.

.

.
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A~ ¥r. J. B, Adems
' : #)1 - mo -R. JQ G 11 er
-~/ (Attn: J, elman)
Mr. T, W, Leavitt ' L /1
‘ ’ 1 « Mr, T. W. Leavitt
J. G. Deegan ) 1 = Mr, J. G. Deegan
1 - Ml‘. so k10 Phillips "
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr, J. O, Ingram A
_1 - mo Jo To Aldhize!‘ p b 6}
& 1A
PURPOSE: W

To provide informetion concerning a meeting he{d
5/6/76 to introduce FBI officials to Department Task Force
charged with responsibility to review our past investiga- .
tions relating to Martin Luther King, Jr.

SYNOPSIS:

The Task Force designated by the Office of
Professional Responsibility of the Depzrtment to review
our investigation of King was introduced to FBI officials
during a meeting at FBIHQ on 5/6/76, At this meeting,
Task Force personnel were briefed on the scope of a

. previous inquiry of our King investigation by the Civil

Rights Division of the Department and on our files and

. communicetions system relative to their review, The

Department Task Force review will encompass the security
investigation of King and our investigation into his
assassination., Space for Task Force personnel is being
provided in Room 4171 of the JEH Bullding and their
xeview commenced on the afternoon of 5/10/76. ~

' RECOMMENDATION:

For information.

100-106670 - o
JTA: seb CONTINUED «. OVER

(8) ’ BN
SEE DETAILS PAGE 2
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Memorandum to My, Leavitt :
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr.
100~106670

DETAILS:

Under the direction of the Office of Professional
Responsibility, Department of .Justice, @& Task Force has been
assigned to review our previous investigation relating to
Mertin Luther King, Jr.

On 5/6/76, s meeting was held to introduce the
Department Task Force to FBI officials, Meeting was held
between 2:30 p.m. and 4:00 p.m, in the Intelligence Division
Conference Room., Those attending from the Department werxe

*red G. Folsom, Jx., Ms., Hope Byrne, William Vhite,
Joseph Gross, James Valker, James Kieckhefer and Resy Hornblower.
FBI representstives were .J, S. Peelman and Hal Helterhoff
of the General Investigative Di.vislon and T, W, Leavitt,
J. 0. Ingrem, J, G, Deegan, S. ¥. Phillips, P. E. Nugent and
J. T. Aldhizer of the Intelligence Division.

After introductions, Mr., Leavitt pledged totel
TBI cooperation with the Task Force and its review, There
followed & briefing by Mr, Phillips on a previocus review
of the King matter by the Civil Rights Division of the
Department, Mr, rhillips then outlined the scope of the
files to be reviewed and the filing and serialization
system at FBIHQ., Mr, Deegen discussed FBI communications
end fleld office files, emphasizing that the field has some
material which is not furnished FBIHQ and is, therefore,
not contained in our files at HQ.

Mr. Folsom stated that the Task Foxrce review
would begin with FBIHQ £iles. The xeview would use as a

departure point the assassination of Martin Luther Xing, Jx.,
and work in two directions, forward through the investigstion

*Task Force leader CONTINUED - OVER
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Memrén&um to Mr, Leavitt
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr.
100-1006670

of the assassination, and backward through our security
investigation of King,

Folsom requested office space
for his Task Force personnel, _

The Task Force has been provided Intelligence
Division space in Room 4171 of the JEH Bullding, Their
review commenced on the aftexrnoon of 5/10/76.
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5/11/76
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ATTENTION: MR, STEPHEN A, HORN
ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
ny x 4/26/76
‘ an LHM
5/7/76 Kansas City

X F. HNH Jé"f

l
NOTE: The items referred 'to on page 4 of enclosed LHM will
be furnished by separate communication.
No further investigation being conducted unless after
review you specifically request additional investigation.
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5/7/76

AIRTEL ATRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) =-RUC=
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel to Kansas City, 4/26/76.

Enclosed are six copies of a self-explanatory LHM. ~
One copy of the LHM is enclosed for Memphis. (

Mr. CAMP was advised on contact that all of the
information he furnished would be furnished to the Civil Rights
Division (CRD), U. S. Department of Justice (USDJ) for its
consideration as to whether or not any additional Federal action
is warranted. He was told that if he had any further questions,
he might consider communicating directly with the CRD, USDJ,
Washington, D. C.

e );

(izjj Bureau (Enc. 6)
-X" - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 1) (Info)
1 - Kansas City

THW/3jb
(4)
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Kansas City, Missouri

May 7, 1976
ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
CIVIL RIGHTS

On April 29, 1976, Mr. Geoxrge M. Camp, Deputy Director,

Missourl Department of Social Services, Jefferson City, Missouri,

was contacted and receipt of his letter of April 13, 1976 to
FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley was acknowledged, This letter
reads as follows:

"Dear Mr. Kelley:

"It is our understanding that the Attorney General has
under consideration a review of the events that led up to
the death of the late Dr. Martin Luther King. Either as
part of that review, or as an independent review, we
request that you initiate an investigation into the
activities of James Earl,Ra{ while he was an inmate at
the Missouri State Penitentiary in the early and mid-
iggg's, including his escape from that institution in

"Recently we reviewed the facts available to us and
concluded that James Earl Ray's escape did not involve
the complicity of Missouri grison officials and that

he was not a "merchant" within the Penitentiry. However,
the State of Missouri has neither the resources nor the
legal authority to conduct an investigation that could
lead to a review of facts and interviews outside the
State of Missouri. As part of your investigation, we
ask that you review the material in our possession. We,
of course, do not have access to the material and
information that your agency and the U. S. Attorney's
Office developed in the course of the investigation and
the prosecution of James Earl Ray, and therefore think
that your office is in the best position to be abso-
lutely sure that no stone has been left unturned.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the
FBL It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to your ogency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

"We stand ready to assist and cooperate with you and look
forward to hearing from you as soon as you have made a
decision on the course of action you wish to take.

Very truly yours,

GEORGE M. CAMP
Deputy Director"

: Mr. Camp stated that he is in charge of the Division
of Corrections of the Missouri Department of Social Services;
and handling of the captioned matter insofar as his agency
is concerned has been delegated to him by Mr. Lawrence L.
Graham, Director of the Department of Social Services.

Mr, Camp advised that he and his staff reviewed files
and conducted interviews of available appropriate personnel,
and former personnel of the Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP),
and some inmates of the MSP regarding James Earl Ray and
his escape from the MSP, and regarding the murder of Dr. King.

Mr. Camp stated that after these inquiries and file
reviews, it was the conclusion of Missouri officials that Ray's
escape from the MSP was due to the laxity of some employees,
and Ray took advantage of the laxity. He said he found no
evidence of a conspiracy to aid Ray's escape involving MSP
personnel. ,

Mr. Camp said that in regard to allegations that
Ray was running rackets in the MSP, financing himself through
illegal acts within the MSP, supposedly aided by unidentified
guard personnel, it was the conclusion after the study that
such activity was not indicated by facts available, and no
evidence was found to support such allegations. He noted that
Ray had only one misconduct report, other than write-ups
regarding his escape attempts, and ‘that was an incident
involving Ray's apparent attempt to take contraband into
‘the hospital at the MSP on a food cart. He further noted
that a review of Ray'’s ledger account, which shows the
activity of the money coming into and disbursed from his
account at the MSP treasurer's office, revealed the total

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

amount of money that came into his account during the time
he was at the MSP, 1960-67, was about $900. He noted that
some of Ray's earnings from working in prisorn jobs and money
sent by family went back out to family , and the rest was
spent in the MSP commissary and for reading material.

Mr, Camp noted that the MSP official who was deemed
most knowledgeable regarding the dinmate population at the MSP
. during the period of time of 1960-67, and who was in a pesition
to know, and did know which inmates were involved in rackets
as a merchant or dealer in contraband, and possessed of
influence over inmate population in the MSP, was Major B. J.
Poiry. He said information from Major Poiry was to the effect
‘that Ray was a "nobody" and was distinguished by nothing except
that *he wanted to escape from the MSP."

' Mr. Camp advised that nothing was seen in all his
investigation to relate Ray's escape to the murdér of Martin
L.A§ing. He noted no information indicating that Ray was a
racist. '

Mr, Camp stated that the MSP staff should have been
watching Ray more closely in view of his previous escape attempts
at the MSP. He believes that the prison officials' decision
to cancel a suggestion that the employees identified as lax
4An their duties, which probably led to Ray being able to
escape, in addition to the letters of reprimand they did
receive, was an insufficiency of management in not taking
more severe administrative action against those employees.
He noted, however, that at the time of the escape, it could
not have been known that Ray later would kill King.

Mr. Camp said that the "Western Union Mailgram"
Teceived by Missouri Governor Christopher S. Bond at Jefferson
City on February 6, 1976 from Reverend Emanuel Gleaver,
Executive Director, Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), referred to the January 26, 1976 issue of Time
magazine and requested investigation regarding Ray's escape
and activities in the MSP, He believes the SCLC hypothesized
that the MSP staff helped Ray run rackets in the MSP to finance
himself on his escape in a plot to ki1l King,

" He noted that the Time magazine article was arranged
by the publicity agent for George McMillian, 12 Hilliard Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to help promote his book on Ray,

3
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ASSASSINATION OF

MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

and King's assassination. He said that it was his under-
standing that McMillian had stated that he had refused
to give any assistance to the FBI when contacted for
information he might have regarding the allegations
mentioned above. ' ’

McMillian used as a source a former MSP inmate
named Raymond Curtis according to Mr. Camp, who noted that
Curtisdhad been gone from the MSP about one year before Ray
escaped. :

Mr. Camp further advised that he had received a

letter dated January 28, 1976 from Lou Miller, former MSP

inmate, who told Camp that he had been editor of the inmate
newspaper at the MSP, the Jefftown Journal, when Ray was in
‘the MSP. Miller stated that he knew Ray and "ran a card

. -game with hin" for a period of time not specified in the
MSP., Miller is now residing at the Kirby Hotel, 233 North

Main, Springfield, Missourl; according to Mr. Camp.

Mr. Camp pointed out that his investigation in -
this matter did not include interviews with Miller or
Curtis, nor did he interview Fred Wilkinson, Director of
the Department of Corrections in 1967, who now 1lives in :
North Carolina. He said that he belleves that any further
investigation in this matter should include interviews with
‘the above-named persons, as well as the MSP personnel repri-
mandéd in this matter at the time, Major Poiry, former MSP
Warden H. R. Swenson and with James Earl Ray.

Mr. Camp furnished coples of the following items

from his file on this matter, which are attached to this
~memorandum:

"Mailgram® to Governor Bond from Reverend Emanuel
Cleaver, supra, February §, 1976; ,

Letter dated January 28, 1976 to Ms. Heather
Kilpatrick, Time-Life Building, New York City, New York,
from Mr. Camp;

Letter dated February 26, 1976 to Reverend
Cleaver, supra, from Mr. Camp; ’

Memorandum dated February 27, 1976 to James Earl

Ray file from Mr. Camp.

4 . H ]
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

The material utilized by Mr. Camp in his investigation,
as outlined in his memorandum dated February 27, 1976, was re-
‘viewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation at Mr. Camp's
Office on April 29 and April 30, 1976 and May 3 and May 4, 1976.
This review revealed no information pertinent to this investi-
gation which has not already been available, or in variance
with the conclusions reached by Mr. Camp, as outlined above.

S&
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Airtel A\
| 4/26/76
To: SAC, Kansas City (Encs. 2) (D- Mr. Helterhott

From: Director, FBi
MURKIN

Enclosed are two copies of a letter dated 4/13/76, from the
State of Missouri, Department of Social Services, Jefferson City,
Missouri.

Kansas City, promptly contact George M. Camp, Deputy
Director, and/or Lawrence L. Graham, Director, State of Missourt,
Department of Social Services, acknowledge receipt of this letter, and .
interview them for full details regarding any information they may desire
to furnish re captioned matter. Review the material referred to in this
letter to determine if it is pertinent to captioned matter. Advise them
all of the information they furnish will be furnished to the CRD, USDJ,
for its consideration as to whether any additional Federal action is :
warranted. If they have any further questions, they may consider
communicating directly with the CRD, USDJ, Washington, D. C. 20530,

, Promptly sulhm results. Conduct no additional investigation
at this time. . '

1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987) (Info) (Enclosure) (Enclosed is a copy of
incoming. )

HNH:mlr (5)

NOTE: This pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
on4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and is presently

1n state confinement in Tennessee.

The attached letter requests the FBI to initiate an investigation into
the activities of Ray while an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary. The
attached letter also states the Department of Social Services has material in
its possession for review.

We previously conducted certain investigation at the Missouri
Penitentiary re Ray's confinement during the Murkin case and while he was
in an UFAC -robbery status.

This rgquésts KC to conduct interviews for full details, and the
results will be furnished to the CRD. No pertinent information in Bufiles
on Camp or Graham.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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April 26, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: ROBERT A. MURPHY

4

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

F. x HNH:mlr

1
NOTE: Attached is a copy of a letter from the State of Missouri, Department of
Soclal Services, Jefferson City, Missouri, dated 4/13/76. Our Kansas City
Office is interviewing Camp and/or Graham for full details and will review the
‘material referred to in this letter to determine if it is pertinent with the King
case. You will be advised of the results.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



STATE OF MISSOURI ' ) e
DePARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES ' ' o
T
GEORGE M, CAMP Jeererson Ciry -
DEFUTY DIRECTOR o

April 13, 1976 ,

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kelley:

It is our understanding that the Attorney General has under
consideration a review of ‘the events that led up to the death

of the late Dr. Martin Luther King. Either as part of that
Yeview, or as an -independent review, we request that you initi-,
ate an investigation into the activities of James Earl Ray

while he was an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary in

the early and mid-1960's, including his escape from that insti--
tution in 1967. , '

Recently we reviewed the facts available to us and concluded .
that James Earl Ray's escape did not involve the complicity of
‘Missouri prison officials and that he was not a "merchant"
within the Penitentiary. However, the State of Missouri has
neither the resources nor the legal authority to conduct an in-.
vestigation that could lead to a review of facts and interviews
outside the State of Missouri. As part of your investigation,
we ask that you review the material in our possession. We, of
‘course, do not have access to the material and information that
your agency and the U. S. Attorney's Office developed in the
course of the investigation and the prosecution of James Earl
Ray, and therefore think that your office is in the best po-
sition to be absolutely sure that no stone has been left unturned.

We stand ready to assist and cooperate with you and look forward
to hearing from you as.soon as you have made a decision 6N~ the&~
course of action you wish to ‘take.
.Very truly yours
GMC:mac ' ;y ry L=,
ety oL ap .
PR SO L

s

7
Attorney General Edward H. Levi GEORGE M. CAMP .

\ cc: Governor Christopher S. Bond
Bill D. Williams, Regional Deputy Director

L Director, FBI, Kansas City,Mo.
Reverend Emanueal.Cleaver . jéfza.
- Attorney General John Danforth Qi etric e A

GEORGE M. CAMP . FAWRENCE L. GRAHAM
DEPUTY DIRECTOR - Director
OEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES . ‘/’ ’ //
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2pril 20, 1976
. i (i)- Mr. Helterhoff
¥r. Robert B. Donfold \ '

Attorney at Law
4545 Tast S5th Street

. %ucsen, Arizona 85711

Dear lir. Donfeld:

Roference is made to your letter to the PBI, Tucson,
Axizona, dated April 5, 1976, pertaining to Mxs. Gladys Minnitt,
a copy of which hag been forwarded to PBI Headquarters,
Washingten, D. C, -

3

Por your information, the FDI has no *reward noney®

. to pay Mrs. Minnitt for information she furnished allegedly

concerning James Darl Ray< :

I have ‘taken tha liberty of forwarding a copy of your
letter to the Civil Rights Division (CRD), U. S. Department of
Justice, and 1€ you have any further questions about the infor-
ration Mrs. Minnitt' furnished, it 1s suggested that you

‘cormunicate directly with the CRD, tfashington, b. C. 20530.

. Xbu ray also desire to cormunicate directly with the
State of Tenncssee authorities whero Jarmes Parl Ray was ultirately
proscecuted in connection with the death of Martin Luther Xing, Jr.

Sincerely yours,

Clarence M. Xelley
Dircctor

1 - Assistant Attorney General (Enclosure) (Enclosed is a copy of
'Civil Rights Division incoming.)

1 - SAC, Phoenix (44-371) (Info) (Enclosure) (Enclosed is a copy of
dinconing.)

1 - SAC, Merphis (44-1987) (Info) (Enclosure) (Enclosed is a copy
of 'incoming.)

HNH:mlx (6) SEE NOTE PAGE 2
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.t ‘R,usg. Cox,DICKERSON 8 Carri@hc

RUSSELL RUSSO ATTORNEYS AT LAW
THOMAS G. COX 4345 EASY ST STREET

VERNON F, DICKERSON
J(RO!._O A.CARTIN }'I_JCSON. ARIZONA 85711

J.JAMES MUKPHY
WILLIAN F, M§DONALD
ROBERY G, CLARK April 5 ’ 1976 .

THOMAS P, SYLVESTER -

TELEPHONE 795-6200)
ArEA CODE €602

Duncan M. Dew, Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation
P. O. Box 2910 »

Tucson, Arizona 85702

‘Re: Gladys Minnitt

Dear Agent Dew:

Pursuant to our recent telpehone conversation
the following is a synopsis of Mys. Minnitt's claim to
a reward offered for information in James Earl Ray and
the assassination of Martin Luther King. 1 would appreciate
it if you would make a determination as to whether or not
there is any reward money and, if so, what amount
Mrs. Minnitt is entitled to receive., Please make any
further communications with Mrs. Minnitt through my
office regarding this matter.

*
_ Mrs. Minnitt contacted the F.B.,I. in Washington,

D.C. approximately 2 weeks after the death of Martin

Luther King. Mrs. Minnitt first noticed Mr. Ray in Tucson
_& few weeks prior to the assassination of Dr. King.
Apparently, Mr. Ray- attended various church services and
posed g&s a missionary. As you know, Mys. Minnitt is an
ordained Minister in the Pentecostal Church, Mrs. Minnitt
had a newSpaper clipping of James Earl Ray after the
assassination. Mrs. Minnitt compared the newspaper clipping
with the individual who reappeared at Church after tle
assassination and concluded that James Earl Ray was the
individual attending the church services. Apparently, in
the newspaper clipping Mr. Ray's hair was long and dark

but was sandy and crewcut while in Tucson. As you know,

the F.B.I. contacted Mrs. Minnitt approximately 24 hours
after her telephone conversation witn Washington. Mrs,
Minnitt mentioned to F.B.I. agents that she was not sure
whether she was interested in any reward for her services.

1 might add tha t Mrs. Minnitt mentioned that the first time,
prior to, the assassinatinn, Mr. Ray looked in poor
condition but after the assassination when he reappeared

in Tucson he was dressed very nice and looked in good
cordition.

r.‘ .
‘ .

4
[l
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I believe that the above is an accurate
sunmation of my conversation with Mrs. Minnitt-regarding
the assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King. If there
are any questions which you have regarding this matter
or if you wish to di'scuss the assassination with
Mrs. Minnitt I will be most happy to convene an interview
at your convenience. Thank,you for your cooperation in
this matter.

-

W Very truiy yours,

CARTIN, P.C,

RUSSO, £0X, DICKERSON

/ /./.
Robert B. Donfeld
RBD/dp

W,

~
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, ‘March 9, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF .
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

March 5, 1976 , : Ct « )

F. x HNH:mlr
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3/5/76
" AIRTEL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)

SUBJECT MURKIN

‘Re CI airtel and LHM to Bureau, 2/24/76.

. Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an

LHM captioned "JAMES EARIL RAY". Enclosed for Memphis
are two copies of the same LHM,

Information furnished in the enclosed LHM was
obtained from records at the U. S. Court of Appeals,
Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio, by SC LINDA ¥. FERGUSON.

Clncinniﬁl will maintain close contact with the
U, S. Court of Appeals in this matter.

(§9~'Bureau (Enc.-6)
2 ~ Memphis (44-1987) (Enc.-2)
2 ~ Cincinnati

LFF/csf
(6)

Y
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March 2, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: ROBERT A, MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

my February 17, 1976

B, x HNH:mlr

Rt Hanply” @1 ol by e raf-

1
NOTE: Referenced memorandum had attached a copy of an UPI article at
Garden City, New York, relating to Memphis city detective, Ed Redditt.

Attached is the complete newspaper article relating to this matter
dated 2/15/76 from "Newsday". Please review this entire article and advise
if you desire any further investigation relating to this article. No investigation
is being instituted relating to this article unless specifically requested by the
CRD. (a clearer copy of this article will be furnished upon racaint)
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, March 1, 1976
Civil Rights Division i ATTN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. '

February 24, 1976 CI

B. x HNH:mlr
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2/24/76

AIRTEL

TO ¢ DIRECTOR, FBX (44-38861)
FROM $ SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)
SUBJECTs MURKIN

Re CI airtel and LHM to Bureau, 2/10/76.

~ Enclosed for the Bureau are six coples of an

LHM captioned "JAMES EARL RAY." Enclosed for Memphis
are two copies of the same LHM.

Information furnished in the enclosed LHM was
obtained from records at the U. S. Court of Appeals,
sixth circuit, cincinnati, ohio, by SC LINDA F. FERGUSON.

cincinnati will maintain close contact with the
U. S. Court of Appeals in this matter,

(g)- Bureau (Enc. 6)
- Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2 - Cincinnati

LFF:bf
(6)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Cincinnati, Ohio

In Reply, Please Refer to February 24, 1976
File No.

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On February 23, 1976, Betty Tibbles, Deputy Clerk,
United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati,
Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) that the following additional entries
wexe recoxrded on docket number 75-1795:

February 20, 1976 Appelles filed in this
court on January 19,
1976, "Motion to strike
exhibits from Appellant's
Appendix." (Granted)

February 20, 1976 Appellant filed in this

. court on January 30,

1976, "Motion to coxrrect
errors and omissions in
transcript." )

February 20, 1976 It is oxdered and
adjudged that Appellant's
motion of January 30,
1976, for correction of
erroxrs be and the same
is hereby sustained with
respect to those errors
'to which the appellee
has indicated his
agreement. Except to
the extent herein indi-
cated, the appellant's
motion of January 30,
1976, is hereby denied.

This docurent containg neithon ]
Peee™ ndatines par canolrsions of

tho FRY. It & 2ha pppnacs. oz
the IiY nwgd e Yacmad tn ypann '.:.:-r:r:cy'
it and 315 corgomis ave sl tqlbe ’
Qistributed outsido ‘your o~on

5200V

<”ﬁ()\-l)'rlo,y

2,

- 1% =

RICA,
‘“ﬁ N
Q>
h”Nsnﬁo\

p)

776.191°
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3/1/76

Civil Rights Division ,
A ' ' ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

=

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

_ ‘ XXXXAXXXKXAXKKXXXXK  an LHEM
2/11/76 Memphis ‘

(B)\oserr—

1~ HOTE: DMNo further action is being taken concerning
the enclosed LHM captioned: "Mrs. J. N, Grace,
* Information Concerning."”
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DIRECTOR, FBI 2/11/76
SAC, MEMPHIS (62-0)

MRS. J. N. GRACE
INFORMATION CORCERNING

Enclosed are two copies of -an LHM dated and
captioned as above.

Information contained in this LHM is being forwarded
to FBIHQ in view of statement by Mrs. J. N. GRACE that she
plans to correspond with U. S. Attorney General and the
President of the .U.S.

Memphis indices are negative re Mrs. J. .N. GRACE.

Current Memphis telephone directory and city
directories failed to reflect a listing for J. N. GRACE and
the ‘telephone nuxber 683-8324 is not 1listed in the Memphis
Criss Cross Directory. .

Memphis file 44-1987 Sub M-595 dealing with the
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. reflects that on
4/13/68, by confidential voucher item‘number 4, payments
were made in the amount of $60 to Mrs. BESSIE BREWER and that
the three $20 bills which were taken from her had been
retained as evidence.

This file later reflects that a decision had been .
made that these original three $20 bills were no longer needed
as evidence and this $60 was deposited in the Memphis
confidential fund.

No further action is being conducted in this matter
by the Memphis Office.

i

2/Bureau (Encls. 2)
-Memphis

HSL/mah

(3)
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.ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OQJUSTICE
- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to ' Memphis, Tennessee
File No. = v February 11, 1976 x '

MRS. J. N. GRACE
; INFORMATION CONCERNING

3
.

[

On January 22, 1976, Mrs. J. N. Grace telephonically
contacted the Memphis Office of the FBI, stating that her
address was 4890 Willow Road, Memphis, Tennessee, and her
telephone number was 683-8324. : :

Mrs. Grace stated that in 196S she was the owner
of a rooming house located at 418% and 422 South Main Street,
Menphis, Tennessee, at which rooning house James Earl Ray
stayed at the time of the assissination of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. :

According to Mrs. Grace, Mrs. Bessie Brewer was
employed by Mrs. Grace as the manager of this rooming house
in 1968. Mrs. Grace stated that shortly after the assassination
of Dr. King Agents of the FBI took three 320 bills from
drs. Bessie Brewer. These bills were taken because one of
the $20 bills was given to Mrs. Grace by James Earl Ray in
payment for his rent, . *

Mrs.'Grace stated that she had never received the
$60 which was taken from Mrs. Bessie Brewer by FBI Agents and
she feels that the FBI owes her $60.

It was explained to Mrs. Grace that the three $20
bills, totaling $60, were obtained from Mrs. Bessie Brewer
shortly after the assassination of Dr. King, but thatt3$60.
was returned to Mrs. BREWER by Agents of the FBI on April 13,
ig6e. ’

Mrs. Grace then demanded that the FBI institute an
investigation directed towards locating Mrs. Bessie Brewer
and obtaining from Mrs. Brewer the $60. Mrs. Grace stated that
inasmuch as Bessie Brewer did not turn in the $60 to Mrs. Grace,
it was the responsibility of the FBI to get her $60. .
This document contains neither recomnendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
-outside your agency.
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MRS, J. N. GRACE : o

e

It was pointed out to Mrs, Grace that this was
not a matter in which the FBI had investigative Jurigdiction
and that if she believed Mrs. Brewer had taken the $60 which
rightfully belonged to Mrs., Grace, she should then contact
local authorities and charge Mrs. Brewer with theft or
misappropriation of funds,

*
3

At this point Mrs, Grace became incensed and accused
the FBI of completely disrupting hexr business and the business
of her husband during the period 1968 at the time of the
killing of Martin Luther King. She stated in her opinion
the ¥BI had botched the investigation, that the FBI conducted
. a2 kindexrgarten-type investigation, that the person who killed

Dr. King was not James Earl Ray and that in her opinion, the
FBI owes hexr $60. ,

In addition, she threatened to write the U, S, Attorney
Ge:eral and the President of the United States concerning this
matter. :

At this point Mrs. Grace discontinued the conversation.

]
a
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

S ¥ 7 .
* ' OPtIoNAL YORM MO, 10 ( 3010104 . 6
. re S

G3a Lo Mo m, 27 . o .
UNITED STATES GQIERNMENT ’ . i . . T Assoes Dite e
214[= Ci i - gr. §f g. Cgllahan Our- 4D Abor
7 - Mr. J! B. Adams e d
emoranaum 1 - Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr. memisiz
- | i Conb 7
Mr. W. R. Wanmall DATE: ., 2/2&/?6 ::3;;;}:
;r& .i - Mr. wi R. Wannall 3;?“;:;/
- o - MI.‘. J Go Deegan lnspec:‘— P
J. G. Deegane&, , 1 - Mr. J. D. Powell wott. L
- ] Loboretofy
" Plon. & Evel.
"NEWSDAY" ARTICLE ABOUT INVADERS ﬁﬁ;r"“

AND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
DATED FEBRUARY 1, 1976

‘g . Logol Covmtn mmmmm
! @\, / Toleshone Rrve e
‘5 Divector $0C°Y e
This is in response to a notation by the Director om a
2/1/76 "Newsday" article which’alleges that the FBI and the .
Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department had active informants in a
violence-prone Memphis black youth group, the Invaders, and thexebs
were instrumental in dinstigating a riot. in Memphis 3/28/68.
Allegedly this riot in turn led Dr. Martin Luther King to return
to Memphis in April, 1968, where he was assassinated. The
Director noted 'What about this group and the reported action?"

In 1967 an umbrella black power group was formed in

" Memphis princigally known as the Black Organizing Project (BOP).
- One of its cel ’

s was the Invaders, composed of young blacks.
This group was particularly militamt. Its leaders made S
statements to the effect that it would be desirable to burn the
city and loot. Omn 2/12/68 the Memphis sanitation workers began
a strike. A series of demonstrations and rallies were held in

support thereof and this became a ‘black cause.

A mass-barade and rally was scheduled for 3/28/68 with

\NKing as the main attraction. The BOP actively urged all black .

students to skip school and participate in the march. BOP leaders
rged the.youngsters to use sticks from placards and not to be :
afraid of the police. The march developed into a looting rampage
with hundreds of arrests, three youths shot,’ one fatally and ° .~
dozens of injuxies. King fled the scene when he became aware of
the looting that was occurring at the rear of the march. The
presence of a large mumber of uncontrolled school age youngsters
was the primary cause of the rioting. ‘ ‘ =T

157-8460 ‘ BIEES
JDP:1ekleX , "
(7) . : CONTINUED - OVER

b v
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall

Re: 'Newsday" Article About Invaders
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

' Dated February 1, 1976

157-8460 '

>

Memphis had five racial ox extremist informants active
in March, 1968. One became a member of the Invaders shortly
after the above violence and he was an associate of the leaders

rior thereto. He was present during the march and he reported
thereon. He did not lead the violence_or participate therein.
Another soirce was well acquainted with the Invaders. He was also
resent during the riot, but did not participate in the violence
although he did report om it. Our informants in no way
instigated the violence associated with- the Invaders. -

Ihgﬁﬂemphi§*Eplice,Departmentwdid’have an undexcover

=

officer in the Invadeérs. He, through the Memphis~Police ~—

‘Qéﬁﬁfﬁﬁéﬁﬁf’furnished-informatidﬁwto:pﬁéifB . —He Has been
publicly disclosed and he_is no_longer with the Memphis Police

Department. There is no indication in our files that he = ==
iastigated the violence. -
N
ACTION:
Qrf' For information. This information is being furnished

to the Department.

4

Py

N %
.
.

(%giézif/ th""f" -t »~1 S
. ' ! | ;

~
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E(&I%Payne y L _.® Two sources said FBI agentsand.
g, © 1976 Newsday, Inc. : Memphis policemen admitted that they

.9 The FBI continuestotumup in:
unexplained circumstances surrounding i
thé assassination of Martin Lutber |

* % Newsday has learned that FBI ‘in-;

formants actively participated in the

.. *rioting in Memphis in 1968 which drew

" the Rev. Dr. King back to the city .

where be was killed. : <

.. ¥ Several FBI ~inforroants and at least !

""" one undercover agent for the Memphis .

.. police department were among the |

most: active members of a young, Vio- .

4

o TR i,

opposed King’s peaceful marxch sup- ,

porting the city’s sanitation workers, -

, . According to some witnesses, the
*'100-mexmber group called the Invaders !
* led.the March 28 riots which attempted - |
o discredit King's efforts. \Folloying»*
the riot, in which one youth was-killed, !
scores injured and 238 arrested, ‘King
vowed that he would return to prove .

¢ that he still could lead a nonviolent

' :demonstration. . A

.~¢¢pDr. King would never have re->

turned to Memphis if the violence had -

i not happened,” said the Rev. Jesse

i'Jackson, who was one of King’s aides «

% 4n the Southern Christian Leadership |

.* Conference. “We never intended to ge$ ¥

. bogged down in Memphis.” .. o

The “Invaders created major disrup-

't'Eons among local blacks supporting If

Cutha s 4 (RS VARG (e A

ey

[

. ~adcording to his aides. They, crit- *
icized King for his nonviolenf"ﬁ'ﬁ-‘l’
proach and urged local blacks to “burn, ..
. baby, burn.” On April 4, the day Kino .
was killed, the groups. .met with him |
-end his staff and threatened renewed |
yiolence unless they were given $750,~ :
000 to redevelop their community.: =,
“They just got louder and louder,”-one 7,

. ajde who was at the meeting racalled.
* eWe told them we didn’t have access o
+ that kind of money. We hadbto put ;

“ » i .
;,them.o“t.' S g th«..w,i:x;.‘n -
.

LR

had “penetrated” the Invaders with'sevs—=>
. eral informers. One of the informants .
~ yeportedly planned a large poxtion of
W police and FBI officials were regulatly -
! provided with detailed information °
about the group’s plans, activities and *
“ of the group’s violent' confrontations.
meetings. “They knew.everything that
went on at Invaders’ meetlings,” one
% source said. “It was as if they had a
stape recorder there.”” The undercover
Memphis policeman who joined the In-
vaders was at the scene of the violence
on the day of the xiot, several sources
i ~ said, He is reportedly stilla member of .
tko-Memphis force. 3
V. “Weston {not the real name of the ¥
+ undercover police agent] was very fo- .
* cal, very active,” said a former leader *
..of the Invaders’ who has talked to the .
:p’oliceman since he was discovered to -
~be a member of the force, “He had a .
*,7.62 Russian automatic rifle and he .
« was armed every time we were armed. )
. He was always suggesting actions that -
“-we should take; I never saw him physi-

¢,

. " cally attack anyone. But he was one of

. the most provocative members of the
: Klnvaders.”; o s ;

. ——
i JT1e Tnvaders, who wore jackets with. ’
S L Y I s

\ ,:’1‘(".‘/
™, _ A ‘L/(’
5 ;/FM > .
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o t}xerr names printed on the’ backa were
orgamzed in late 1967. The youths
+ Wére [ed fnainly by college studontsat
- nearby Memphis State and LeMoyne
{ Colleges, The Invaders denounced the
" nonviolent strategy, but offered protec-
tion for Xing and his staff members.
" “They, like other blacks in the country,
_were naturally frustrated by the slow
. pace of change,” said the Rev. Hoseah
Williams, Atlanta SCLC director: “We -
-usually put them to work as parade
marshals or security guards. They
fwould never have hurt Dr. King. But
"those who infiltrated our groups, and
we could never identify them, tried to
exploit the youngsters® frustrations and
neglect and turn them against us” .
The FBI and Memphis police veri-
fxed recently that they had informants .
among the Invaders in 1968. However,
. Henry* Lux, who was the assistant po-
:‘lice chief in Memphis, downplayed the .
ggroup’s role in the March 28 violence;
Robert G. Jensen, who was the ¥FBI
‘agent in charge ‘at the time, said, “I
wouldn’t be surprised if we bad inform-
l ers in the group. I'm sure-there was ad- -
equate coverage of the Invaders.” !

= mEw——— b 3

It is"reliably reported that the bu-.
.reau and Memphis police shared mtel-
hgenoe about the Invaders.

In additiont to being involvedszithe

‘E March 28 violence, the Memphis.
ipolice undercover agent was providing

, security for King at the Lorraine Motel

.on the day he was assassinated, accord-

. ing to knowledg&ble sources, The offi- |

?cer was' a- member of the Invaders’
four-man security force that had i
;agreed to provide protection for King-:

’ : while he was in Memphis. e Al
There have been a serxes of dxsclo- S
™ sures recently concerning covert FBY |
< activities against King. This has led to
a’Department of Justice investigation. :
= 'The inquiry started after the Senate 1
.‘Intelhgence Committee discovered an -
| ®FBI memorandum, dated March 28,
~ 1969, which detailed a plan to portray
-Kxng as a hypocrite for siaying at a
“white-owned motel—the Rivermont’
Holiday Inn—where he fled aftec the
" violence erupted. The Justice Depart-
ment investigated to see if the memo
«bhad anything to do with King’s-return
, to the black-owned Lorraine Motel,

& : where he was killed. They found no ev-
.idence linking the FBI to a plot to-
-have King return to the Lorraine mo-' .
' tel. However, Newsday has leamta—
".that_the Invaders heatedly discussed
King’s stay at the white motel among*
themselves--some threatening violence.
over the issue. .

TR, Tl S |

Ao

{ " A’ source at the Justive Depdrinmeat,
widtNawsday that the FBI memo was
part of then FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover’s Counter-Intellizence Program
(Cointelpro) against “Black National-
ist-Hate Groups.” The plan, outlined in
At an FBI Dorestic Intell;gence Division
memo, was put into effect March 4, one
‘month before King was killed. It was
designed to “prevent the rise of a ‘mes~
siak’ who could unify . . . the militant .
“black nationalist movement.”” An over- .
all goal of Hoover’s plan was to “dis- .
credit” black leaders and their move-
.ment among both blacks and whites. -
The Viclence at Merphis, perhaps
'more than anything else, began to er-
ode ng S credibility among moderate

"blacks. King and his group were pre-’
panng 40 lead & nonviolent “Poor Peo-
arch™” on Washington later that
' month. .After the Memphis rxiots some
! national black leaders attacked King
for the violence. On- the day before he -
was killed, NAACP leader Roy Wilk- -
; ins attacked King in a story printed in
' the "Memphis Press-Scimitar. Wilkins_
1 said he doubted that King could keep”
| the Washington march nonviolent: “If |
" a maverick of the rear ranks of the
‘march decides to throw a brick through
‘2 window, there’s nothmg Dr. King up
‘“front can do to stop it.” -

Jensen, who was In charge of the
W FBI in Memphis, said that the “ulti=
mate decisions {for Cointelpro] ‘were
“ made’ in Washington D.C. and then *
", they came to the field office.” He de-

. nied - that his office ever reccived the
‘1 hotel memo. “I have no recollection of
" a memorandum dated March 28 he .
. said..“If it was an intra-office memo X -
wouldn’t have seen it anyway.l_(t would
have come to us as genera instruc-
= tions,” S———
7 'The Senate Intelhgenoe Committee
said that it uncovered no e¥idence that
b} the FBI was implicated in King’s mut- ~
der or any cover-up. The committee
. chairman, Frank Church {D-Idzho),

B v St SRR

. : has reportedly called for a fecderal spe-

cial prosecutor to investigate the assas-
sination to resolve “many unanswered
questions,” including whether the bu- -
‘reau “vendetta” against King-was-re- .
~lated to his murder in Memphis, “
«  Sortre—of~-King’s 'staff members over
.the years, have charged that the Invad-..

e et

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




hh

|

-~ e - a o e —'Ag-lu‘ﬂm,r.» -ﬂ-t‘m!v.*mfi‘vg"
“-ers were responsible for the riots which -
»;gndirectlyhlie;d, they say, to King’s death
+ “The violence was definitely respon-
#sible for Martin’s being in Memphis on
+ April Ath,” said Cong. Andrew Young
{ (D-Ga.). ““The Invaders themselves -

“have taken responsibility for the vio-

N

Y1ence. Now if the FBI was involved-

" with the Invader, then it would bear

.looking into.” ,

1‘ FBI officials deny any involvement

in King’s death, “The FBI did an ex-
cellent job in the investigation,” Jen-
sen said. “There are still a lot of theo-
ries, but no new evidence...”

" However, former FBI agent Arthur
.Murtagh said that Hoover’s relentless ,
surveillance of King influenced the
way individual agents approached the

Jourder. For a time Murtagh divected
the bureau’s intelligence unit in Atlan-
£ which tapped the civil xights leader’s
telephones and bugged his rooms. “

w—htreunu underxr Hoover believed that

“King was a foreign Communist agent,”
“he said. “He was the enemy. In this °

a Russian premier.”
+* Murtagh said tha

sort of.atmosphere, the bureau’s inves-
tigating KXing’s murder was like the
[ CIA investigating the assassination of

t some agents were

King was shot, an
~lanta went on a

“ecstatic” after King was shot. “When.

agent I knew in At:
30-minute nigh. We

the news came

"SR

.
~ e . tad Naemice

were in the bureaw’s parking lot when

and this feliow kept - !

-saying, *They got Zorro {King’s code -
namal v they got Zorro. They ii-
nally got that son of abitch” ” * o

Mttty
¢
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagherx
RE: MURRIN

'hree days later, the round-the-clock guaxd
watching Redditt was removed and he was allowed
to raturn to work. The polica department never
offerad any further explanation of the 'contract’
on his life,' Mewsday said.

The story also said lolleman acknowledged
the xeport.of a threat on Redditt's life, Lut refused
to say who had made the threat.

‘Redditt's assassination contingency plan,
according to sources, called for the entira
four-block area around Xing's Hotel to be
sealed off by patrol cars,' the article saia‘/’/

Qur f£iles at PBINQ and at our Memphis Office

contain no inforration relative to the information
contained in this UPI article., ©n 2/17/76, a copy of

this article was hand-carried to the Civil Rights

pivision (CRD), U. S. Department of Justice, pointing out
we had no prior information yelative to this UPI article,
and that we were conducting no investigation xo the
Anforpation in this UPY article unless specifically
requested by the Department. =To date; no request

has baan yeceived from the CRD for any investigation re this
article. as you axae aware, the Department presently has
our investigation of Dr. Ring mnder review. FranX Holloman
is a xetived Special Agent of the FBI, :

ACTION:  For information.
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2/17/176

Civil Rights Division
APTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPRY

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTIIER KING, JR.

1 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...
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_ NOTE- Attached is a copy of a’ UPI hlre SerVLCe article .
. - dated 2/14/76. Our files at FBI- Headquarters,
Washlngton, D..C., and at our Memphis Office contain no
information rélative to this reported threat aqalnsL -
Ed-Redditt. No further investigation is being conducted .- . . :

' ~concerning this UPI artlcle unless spe01flcally requested

by the Department. AU _ , T :
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‘ | 2/13/76
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION .= . 3

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

KXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX  an LHM
' 2/10/76 ‘Cincinnati :

x I x HNH\J&{"

2 ) ‘
NOTE: Also-enclosed is one copy of an LHM dated 2/4/76
from Cincinnati. \
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2/10/76

AIRTEL

To ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) ($)
SUBJECT$ MURKIN
Re Cincinnati airtel and LHM to Bureau, 2/4/76.

‘EBnclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an LHM
captioned "JAMES EARL RAY". Enclosed for Memphis are two copiles
of the same LHM. *

Information furnished in the enclosed LHM was cbtained
from records at the U, S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit,
Cincinnati, Ohio, by 8C DWIGHT H. VOGEL.

Cincinnati will maintain close contact with the U, S.
Court of Appeals in this matter, '

# 2= Bureau {Enc. 6) '
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2 - Cincinnati

DHV:
i
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Cincinnati, Ohio
File No. . February 10, 1976

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On February 9, 1976, Betty Tibbles, Deputy Clerk,
United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati,
Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) that the following additional entry
was recorded on Docket Number 75-1795:

1976

February 3, 1976 Cause argued by James Hiram
Lesar for Appellant, by
william J. Haynes, Jr., for
Appellee and case submitted to

_ the court.

ocy
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the ppy. DS nop -zc;?'h""
the FBI a is the P: o‘n':'-)-ic.'}s of
a.ma COS caneq ¢ ‘3'-3" ot
Stribyp s OOt oo YOUT ageney.,
but cutsig ;0‘3 not ¢o ngCY»
i 2y a'?Qn”
- 'y
ST
ecp '04'%
.2
% s - 1% . -
"73.919&#

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






