2/4/76

AIRTEL

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI {44-38861)
FROM ¢  SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)
SUBJECT:  MURKIN *

Re CI airtel and LHM to Bureau, 12/2/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an LHM
captioned "JAMES EARL RAY",

Enclosed for Memphis are two copies of the same LHM.

Information furnished in the enclosed 1HM was
obtained from records at the U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth
Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio, by SC DWIGHT H. VOGEL. .

Cincinnati will maintain contact with the U.S.
Court of Appeals in this matter.

Bureau (Enc. 6)
-Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2-Cincinnati

DHV: cram
(6)
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

OWTIO,,

KR

eAiCAy
Y‘“ 5 '96‘,‘

2

UNIQD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JQT[CE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Cincinnati, Ohio
February 4, 1976

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

7 On Februaxy 4, 1976, Betty Tibbles, Deputy Clerxk,
United States Couxt of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati,

Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal Buxeau of Investigation
(FBX) that the following additional entries were recorded on

Docket Number 75-1795:

b, Q
3 pnE

January 19, 1976

Januvary 30, 1976

Januaxy 30, 1976

February 2, 1976

Appendix

transcript

This docurent containg neither
:}e;commendations nor conclvsions of

@ FBI. It 45 the property of
the FBI and i3 loan~a to your ogency:
it and 425 centonts are not t;)t;; v

distrituted outside vour ngency

- 1% -
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Motion of Appellee to stxike
exhibits from Appellant's

Opposition to Appellee's
motion to strike exhibits
Motion of Appellant to correct

exrors andromissions in

Response to Appellant's motion
to correct erroxs and omissions
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- External Affaxrs D1v1s10n

. Attentlon. om Coll)
; Mr. J. lagher
! , (Atten on:{J. S. Peelman)

The Attorney General Januaty 22, 1976
Mr. W. R. Wannall
Mr. J. G. Deegan
Mr. S. F. Phillips
Mr. J. T. Aldhizer

Direcior, FBL.»

L2

DEMONSTRATION BY RESEARCH ACTION .
GROUP ON ASSASSINATION

X b et o et

This letter is to alert you to an inquiry which
may be made of you concemmning the assassination of Martin
]Alther .\iag' Jl-o '

At 11:30 A.M., Jenuary 15, 1976, 2 group of 15 demone
strators representing the Rescarch Action Group on Assassination
appeared at the Hew York Office of the FBI., Robert Ranftle,
spokesman for this group, was met by one of the Special Agents
in charge of our New York Office. Ranftle stated the purpose
of the demonstration was to bring to the public's attention
the" ?ossxollz that a conspiracy existed in the killing of
Dr. Hartin Luthey King, Jr., and that this should be pursued.
The demonstration lasted one hour and was peaceful.

Ranftle was advised by our redresentative that the
Attorney General of the United btates is currently reviewing
the FBI investigation of Drx. King's death. He was also advised
that the New York Office did not have the complete investi-
gative file concerning this matter.

. Ranfrle indicated he would communicate with the
Attoraey General concerning this natter.

Files of FBI ieadquaxrters and our New York Office
contain no pertinent information concerning the Research
Action Group on Assassination and Ranftle,

1 « Deputy Attorngy General
Attention: 1liichael E. Shaheen, Jr.
Special Counsel for
Intelligence Coordination

1 - J. Stanley Pottinger - : .
Assistant Attomney General 1 igghég6gzgng§§t§n

Civil Rights Division!

.‘&

1 - 44-38861
.+ 1 = Richard L. Thormburgh - .
Assistant Attorney General !
Criminal Division ' .
_.JTAzadn : . ' N

t

(14) ‘ . __ SEE NOTE PAGE TWO

-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

g -




1

'Letter to the Attorney General

Re: Demonstration by Research Action
Group on Assassination

’0
NOTE: .

.

Above information was provided in New York airtel
1/16/76 captioned ''Demonstration by Research Action Group on
Assassination at NYO, 1/15/76," New York SAC meeting group was

Philip A. McNiff. .

N
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.
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w0 " By Jack Anderson

B

4i- .. andLes Whitten

‘The FBI vendefta against Dr, Martin
Luther King Jr. didn’t end with his mur-
der. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, who
had tried to blacken King’s name while ke

;vas ;hve. also tried to tarrish it after his
s deat
* Not Jong after Kirg was gunned down m
the balcony of his Memphis motel on April
_ 4, 1963, Hoover sent word to me that the
motive behind the murder was cuckoldry,
_ that the assassin apparently had been
. hired by 2 jealous husband.
" Thave held back this story for mor= than
~.seven years because of my rule against
revealing sources, But Hoover is now
‘fading.from-the contemporary scene into
{ history. His incredible attempt to panic
King into committing suicide, it seems to
me, also abrogates any right he may have

had to confidentiality. Therefore, 1 have

- dec:dedmsmthepubhcmberes!totenthe
y ‘St

' o7 Badcmxses,lwasongoodtermsthh '

\ the old FBI curmodgeon. He sent word
through an intermediary that King’s
. killer, James Earl Ray, had been in Los
Angeles shortly before he returned east to
= staik the civil rights leader.

Hoover’s messenger suggested that Ray
bad been hired by 2 jealous husband, who
had become enraged by the discovery that
his wife had borne King’s child. The in-
termediary “identified the Los Angeles

- couple and showed me supporting data,
including an FBI report describing a

. passionate interjude between the wife and
Dr.Kingina New York City hotel. |

I was eager, of course, to find out who

was behind the assassination So I flew to

{ Los Angeles and did my damncdest to
confirm the FBI leads. I waylaid the wife

{ and husband separately for con-
frontational interviews and questioned

3 4 ey R o vt R

— others who mngbt have known of the "

. relations: decades of laudal

l
l

LV kd@au-.&v"cn"-u v

LI SN

alleged love affair, the paternity of the
child or the attitude of the husband toward

- King.

I'couid find absolutely no evidence that
contradicted the couple’s own explanation
that Dr, King was 2n honored friend of the
family, a frequent guest in their home and
rothing more,

I also discovered with deepening ap—
prehension that there were no FBI agents
on this trail that was supposed tobe sohot.
I returned to Washington satisfied that the
FBI was erroreous and balf con-
vinced that it was a deliverate hoax,

Yet I was reluctant to believe ill of
Hoover. Like so many others, I wanted to
Yelieve there was at Jeast one rock of in- |
tegrity-in-Washington-He had,-after-ell,.,
created a miracle — an honest and ef-
ficient police force out of what had been in
1924 a corrupt menagerie of drurks, hacks, .
misfits and courthouse bangers on. So 1
kept the jury outon Hoover. '

in late 1970 the jury carme in, for me, I
bappened to be onanairplane with the late
Rep. Hale Boggs (D-La.), then the House
majority feader. He told me bow raembers
ofCowesswerebemgmmmdated,ifnot
blackmailed, by Hoover.,

He said that the Bl would come upon a
skeleton in a2 member’s closet —a woman,
a vice, a skady business associate ~ and
thea get word to him that an accusation
against him had reached the FBI and they
wanted to alert him so he cowid be on his
guard. From then on the member was
likely tobe a captive of Hoover.

For the next few days, I circulated
among officials and were

. likely to know something about the dark

side of Hoover. I discovered that every fast
one of them was afraid of Hoover. A check
of the newspaper morgues in late 1970
démonstrated the result of Hoover's
carrot-and-stick mastery of public

tory, often

. TEERET Sy

3 3
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The Washington Post __C..Lg.

Washingion Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Jowrnal mmeeee
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Tines momeeeem
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:dolizing coverage; but no sugtamed
brass-knuckied, mass wwglm.a.zadc
.and few criticisms of any
? Because we beheved no pofice official
should ever become this powerful in
i 1 America, we began an investigation of the
% FBI chief. In a series of cokwnas that ran
sporadically from December, 1970,
through the fall of 187i~xe-zevealed
amongotherttnngs
That Hoover had received $30,000 for
books written in his name by FBI per-
{ sonne] on government time; that ne had

accepted amnuwal free vacations at the |

‘Hotel Del Charro near the De} Mar, Calif.,
v race track from oil millionaire Clint
: Murchison Jr.: that Hoover used the FBI
‘to dig up and ciculate dirt about the
private Lives of promirent Americans who
\bad committed no crimes; that he had
"kept members of Congress under sur-
\mllanoethmhexlabout it
We also discvovered that the man of
fstee! the deity who kept a life-sized bronze
, bust of himself in the foyer of bis home,
“ was in reality, even as you and I, a fatty
g\mtb 2 sweet footh and a stomach full of
’gaspams a dweller in a burglary-ridcen
hood whose own Christmas lights
" had been vandalized; a fearful old man
“who crouched in one corner of his
L bulletproof limousine and propped up bis
Thatinanother corzer. -
As the morths of 1971 passed, and it was
« seen that we had not been struck down by
"lightning, critical scrutiny began
* throughout the national media - Life,

Time, Newsweek, the daﬂy press, mghtly

television.

The result was instructive. Hoover,

suddenly pulled in his horms,
White House aides complained that
Hoover had grown soft. But Hoover had

, rediscovered the restraints of thel’
* American system — too late for his}

reputation but not too late for the country
(N?S,Um&eﬁ Fearyse Syndicate, inc)

P-4
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

. mTse oy 4V

...



. ' . . -
Fa
o RS i f

: 12/30/75
CIVIL RIGETS DIVISION
a ATTENTION: MR, STEVE HORN

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

-~

= F  JOL et

i

NOTE: This concerns FOIA request of JOHN LARRY RAY,

-~
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NATIONAL PRISON PROJECT . ) .
SUITE L0k '

112 16st No He

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

»
’

Dear Mr. Bronstein: : Decenber 15, 1575

I have been trying bo get the F.B.I. to turn over to me ry f£ile under
the i‘reédom of information act. since July 8, 1975. I expect you know
that the F.B.I. only have to coaplied with the f.0.i.a. wder ten days.
However, In :v ¢ .se it been six months and 1 see no relief in sight. I

have been glving one excuse after anothersy

Recently the st. louis post dispatch ran an artible in an editorial
claining that the F.BI. WAS STOIGWALLING IT when it cans to turning over

information under the.F.0.X. A.

A few days later the head of the F.B.I. in st louls wrote an answer to this
editorial claiming that they was not stonewalling it. I expect you can gee by

the tactic they are using on me that they are stonewalling it.

One of the reasc;ns they might be stonewalling it in neéy case is that I'™M

e AN AR

serving eighteen years in a federal penitentiary for picking up on a highvay

z2 5
a person who was found not guilty of robbing a banki I then found out DEC 24 1935

that agents had tt’leaten ry co-defendant from taken the stand at oy ;r;‘;l %(EE
thoy legalized an illegal_se:yxrqh\ed.‘of his room with perjury testirony.Soley for

the purpose of being gble‘to§pi:nt a 'DEAD MAN NONEY' into the trial as evidence.
One of these agents was JO. &:fan'aq‘%jl,aprade _wl'.xo recently was sued by Reve. Koen

for sending porvei‘ted letters to Mr. Koen and his wife. Well Mr. Laprade

also énterod & lawsuit which ,I filed against an F.B.I. egent in St. ‘Louis, He

gave a suorn affidavit backing up this other agent. I prove it was perjury. the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Judge however disnissed tho suity I found ocut later that perjury is peralasaible
in federal court as lo g as it docsn'd come froa th dofends table.

I aprreciate if you can help us geb vy file fron the F.2.X, under the

Fe Ou Xo Ao

Sincerely,

SiMd LARIY 2al o079
t 1070
" MARION, ITLDNOIS 62959

CC. 37. LIS PI3T DISPATCH '
C SLAREICID XELLY, DIRICTOR OF “HE F.B.I1.

£ v e

[
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12/29/75

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ~
' ATTENTION: MR, HORN

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

‘See Note

x F. \BQL\ e’

NOTE: Enclosed is copy of RCMP record of CLIFFORD HOLMES
ANDREWS. As noted, ANDREWS was incarcerated in April 1968,

but was on parole in 1974 during period Attorneys LIVINGSTON
and THOMPSON were contacted.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



12-12-75 ,

Atrtel " VIA COURIER

To: " Director, FBI (44-38861) L
" From:  Legat, Ottuwa (44-4) (RUC)
Subject: MURKIN * -

q;ReBUcab dated 11~29~75. ' '

' . Enclosed for the Burenu, Buffalo; ‘and Memphis are copies
oi'RCIP,record for Clifford Holmes Andrews, Also enclosed for

Memphis is one photograph of Andrews.

]

]

{5 « Bureau (Enc. 1) L 1 I
~ ') ¢e = Memphis (Enc. 2) ‘ ' :
1 cc ~ Buffalo (Enc. §)
1 cc - Foreign Liaisom Unit (Enc. 1)

3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



o= T CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS 0 SUMMARY OF POLICE
(AND RELATED INFORMATION) (‘%}Q&;s . (NOT INTENDED' FOR SENTE
. HPAES

4
IDENTIFICATION SERVICES

NAME (S CLIFFORD HolLMES ANDREWS ROYAL cg:;glAAN Moungeo POLICE
WA, CANADA

FPS No. 755387 £ps No. 75538A
’ on::‘c;::}.:?w er CHARGE. DISPOSITION CHARG eo:f:;oﬁ::::nou
CURRENT OUTSTANDING CHARGE(S) ’
1974 - AuGc. 19 FALSE -PRETENCES SEc.321 CC No DISPOSITION )
' FINGERPRINTED BY :
PF PORT ELGIN, ONT|

Pyt sty

.
WHEN USED IN COVURY FOR SENTENCING PURPOSES, DEYACH HERE

i
[l ' R . ot
3 N .
. 1% i iy

<

® THIS IS A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. ALL CONVICTIONS ARE.
SUPPORTED BY FINGEAPRINTS, OISTRIBUTION IS RESTRICTED YO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES,

C-48%°% (4/74) '
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CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS

{AND RELATED INFORMATION)

naves CLIFFORD Howmes ANDREYNS

-
~

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
OTTAVA, CANADA

B T

SUMMARY OF POLICI

(NOT INTENDED FOR SEN}

FPS No. 75538A

DATE AND PLACE OF
SENTUNCE

CHARGE

FPS No. 755387

DISPOSITION

oa%e, pLace
CHARGE AND DISPOSITION

1965 - Oct. 1
ToRoNTO, ONT.

1667 - Mar. 10

1957 - SepT. 26
SUDBURY, 0&{.

1968 - Mar, 11 .
SubsuRry, OnT.

1668 - MarS 11

1970 -~ Nov. 6
ToRONTO, ONT.

1970 - Dec., 2
HAMILTON, ONT.
1971 - May 28

1974 - SeEPT. 4
MiLTOoN, ONT.

1974 -~ Pec, 16
Juen SounD, ONT.

3

:

(1) Fraup (2 cHGS.)
(2) Fraup (2 cHGS.)

t

ComMoN AssauLT, Sec. 231 (1) CC

(5 CHGS. )

.AssauLt C.8.H., Sec. 231 (2) CC

;PAROLE VIOLATOR

UTTER!NG (2 cHss.)

.
*

(1) FraUD (4 CHGS.)
(2) Poss. OF STOLEN PROPERTY
UNDER $90.

ExrgRrxon Sec.305(1) CC

{1) FRAUD BY ACCOMMODATION SEC.
322(1) CC

(2) FaLse PRETENCES SEC.320(1) CC
(5 cHes,. )

5

(1) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC.

(2) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. BUT i

CONSEC. TO #1
PAROLED

Finep $50. 1/p 10 DAYS ON EACH
CHG. CONSEC.

30 DAYS

RecoMMITYED

9 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC.

(1) 16 MOS. ON EACH CHG.
(2) 3 mos. conc.

CONC.

PAROLED

1 YR,

{1) 6 MOS. CONSEC. TO SENT.
SERVING

(2) 6 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. &
CONC. TO #1

® TS 1S A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED 8Y LAW G'NfORCCMENT AGENCIES, ALL CONVICTIONS ARE

SUPPORTED BY FINGERPRINTS. DISTRIBUTION IS RESTR

C-439% (4/7%

CTED YO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ODEYACH HERE

WHEN USED IN COURY FOR SERYENCING PURPOSES

1963 AuG 29 BRACEBRIDGE ONT
OBTAINING FOOD & LODGING BY FRAUD-
ITHDRAWN .

1965 Oct 1 TorONTO ONT

Fraub (3 cHes.), ATT. FRAUD =~ ALL
Dismissed

1970- Nov 6 TORONTO ONT
Forcery (2 cnGs.), Poss OF
Revenue PAPER, THEFT OVER $50.,
Poss oF StToLeEN PROPERTY OVER $50.-
A S
) 5
1970 Dec 2 HamrLvon Ont Q&
ABsconD BAIL, THEFT OVER $50. -
W1THDRAWN =

L DIsMIssep



December 24, 1975

e

Mr. John J. McDermott 1 , :

Federal Bureau of Investigation W
W&Shington, .D- C. *

Dear Mr, McDermott;

Through you, I'wish to commend Messrs. Willilam B.
‘Holtzclaw and Stephen’M. Fedastion and Mesdames Emily L. Rogers -
and Mary T. Warren of the Files and Communications Division
who participated so effectively with respect to a special project in
connection with a2 Bureau case.

As a result of the diligence and perseverance these .
individuals exhibited while locating flles, this difficult and urgent
project was promptly completed within the short deadline set.

They should take pride in their excellent services which were of
substantial benefit to the FBI and I ask that you convey to them my
sincere appreciation for the very fine job that they did in this regard.

Sincerely yours,
, ;/ ; :
Lol Lo

, Clarence M. Kel:?
_ Director
I Y Mr. G er (Personal Attention) EOr Your Information
ReJ MURKIN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. X~ Mr, Callahan
1’”.“!0 Adanx
1 ~ Mr., Gallaghex
3 - My, O'Connell

Hr. Gallagher 12/24/15%
« My, Peelman
A - ,Mra m‘n\
Je B+ Peelnan 1 ~ Mr., Wannall
1 ~ Nz, Moora
MURKIYE

This is the case involving the murdex of
Haxtin Luther Xing, Jr., in Herphim, Tennessee, in
Apxil, 1968,

Attached for approval is n memorandum to the
Attornay General snclosing a copy of & latter and
envelope with enclosurs which was xeceived by this Bureau
from James farl Ray, This memorandum has been propaxred
with copios for the Daputy Attorney General, Assistant
Attorney General (AAG) Criminal Division and AAG Civil
Rights Division in view of the Dapaxtmant's current raview
of all Buxeau files pextaining to Martin Luther Xing.,

In his letter to FEINQ, Zay advises that he has
read that certain evidence gathered hy this Burean in the
Martin Luther Xing investigation may be destroyed. Ray,
obviously believing that this material relates to the
investigation of the assassination of Dr. King, xequests
that no evidenca be destroyed by this Bureaw or by the
Department pending Ray's appeal before the Sixth Cirouit
Court of Appeals. (All avidence obtained by this Bureaw
during the investigation of the assassination of Maxtin
Iuther Xing was turned over to Tennessea authorities in
Octoberx, 1268.) '

Encloeed with Ray's latter was a copy of a news~-
paper article dated 12/11/75, which set out a decision
by the U, 8, Court of Appeals for the District of Colunbia
that Special Agents of the PBI must yetain tha notes PXe-
paxed by them during intexviews,

On 3/10/6%, Javes Harl Ray entered a plea of
gullty te the charge of muxder of Ring and xeceived a
39-ysax sentence, Federal process against Ray, chavging
hin with violation of Title 18, Section 241, U, 8, Code,
conspiring to violate the civil rights of Martim Luther
Xing, was dismissed on 12/2/71.

Ray's latter has been acknowledged by foxm

lettex advising Ray that a copy of his cormunication has been

forwarded to the Department of Justice,

ACTION: ~Xf approved, the attached memoxandum should be
forwaxded to the Attorney Ceneral,

Enecls,
44~3886)
JCL/pwl ) 3¢
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1 - Mr, Callahan
1 - Mr . Mm
1l ~ Mx, Gallagher

The Attorney General December 29, 1975
1 et 4,!'13:. O'connﬂll
Directox, ¥FBI 1 = Mr, Peelnan
&2~ Mr. Lawn

1l ~ Mr. Wannall
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING}l JRNr. Moore

Attached ig a copy of a letter and envelope
with enclosure dated December 15, 1975, xeceived by this
Bureau from James Earl Ray.

In his letter, Ray requests that no evidence or
potential evidence be destroyed by the FBI or by the
{ “Department pending a decision on Ray's appeal before the
YU. 5. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. ,

¥or your infoxmation, all physical evidence
acquired by this Bureau during the course of this investi-
gation was turned over to Tennessee authorities in
October, 1968, pursuant to Departmental instructions
received by this Bureau on October 24, 1968,

Receipt of Ray's letter has been acknowledged
by this Bureau.

Enclosures (3) |

1 = The Deputy Attorney General ~ Enclosures (3)

1 -~ Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (3)
Civil Rights Division |

1 - Assistant Attorney General -~ Enclosures {3)
. Criminal Division

NWOTE See cover memorandum J. 5. Peelman to

| Mr. Gallagher dated 12/24/75, captioned
"MURKIR",

44-38861

JCL/pwl ) 13 |
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'Vro~Clar ence M. Kelly . 5e€émb5“ 15th 1975
Director, F.5.I. - . L .

. dasazngton, D.C.

I

re: Ray(def.) v. Tenn., Cr. indictment no.16845,
Shelby county, Tennessee. (1968)

Dear Sir:

1
L= R

In reference to the zbove titled suft,‘I=(the defendant) have been with
the assistance of counsel pursuing this matter through the courts (rather than
the press & connittees) for the past six (6) years attenpting to have the plea
voided and thereafter receive a jury trial.

However, as of late several press releases have been received here with
substantial nisgivings, one with reference to your office cited below:

'In the December 1ith 1975 edition of the Nashville Tennessean newspaper
it was reported that in responce to a question from United States Senator Barry
on the Justice Depurt“ent decision waether to reopen tne above suit, certgin
evidence,eg., FBI tapes & other naterizl pertaining to the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. investagation, would be destroyed", or words to that effect.

Because of the’aforementioned implied action by your office, and since
unlike the forzer Director the defendant has not as yet been vlanted and thus
can and still does intend to defend himself before the courts, I would respect-
fully request (or what ever phrase is legally necessary) that no.evidence or
potential evidence be destroyed by the £BI or it's parent Justice Depariment
until the cour ts, rather than the J.D., have made a final cdeteraination on the
mnerits of the Habeas Corprus appeal now pending before the United States Sixth
circuit court of appesls. See, Ray v. Rose, case no. ?73-1543.

.u“nrther, their should be a final deterainat on in the cr. appeal before
the windup of 1976; however, thereafter, apparently under Tennessee case law
a deferdent can, after the Sup. Ct. denies certiorari- if it does herein, file
a civil action as a collateral to the cr. action but any legal action with re-
ference »o crizinal or civil can be concluded within a relatively short period
in the evidenti“ry nhase of the proccedings and thus the he e%g?»egal reguest
that the Covernment not destroy any evidence in the L4§téﬁ'&000 not appear to de

ynconsiderate or inapprosriate.

" - 1
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L ne defendant is_also not. convincea, contrary to press speculation,
‘..at the zaterial in q‘otion ‘is in sum salacious in‘aturc ag it is dincon=-
ceiveable the Zurcau would conduct 2 »rotracted investzgation looking emclus—
~1ively for indecorous umatter-- and ‘the defendant would expect no evidence be

-3

destroyed relieing on such an explanation.

In a related natter, during the Watergate hearzngs & trxals Ltheir was
considerable vexation in the comzunications industry ‘and their nolitlcal HO=
betweens because of sneculatxon in the sane industry that the iWnite House tapes
and other potentizl evidence nigat ve destroyed or altered thus an "obstructlon
of. justice,

I.don't expect the sane Vezation in the instant nmatter but I velieve the courts
did subseguently rule said Whije House tapes were legitimate evidence and under
the same rationale the nmaterial your office has dinplied it would destroy would
apprear to be "lktigizate evidence'. '

Further, Title 28 section 534 of the U.S. code sight ‘preclude the destroying
of evidence; -also, sec attached clipping wherein the U.S. court of appeals for
the District of Coluhbia ruled that "full sanctions" would in the future be in-
voked 1f the Bureau destroyed evidence which could provide inforzation or leads
for cr. defendants.

In suuzary, I believe the defendant, concurrently with the courts, has
a substantiel legal standing in this matter having been sentenced to zn extended
Prison tern in 1969 under the indictment and until Just recently confined under
prinitive (éolitary confinenent) conditions and for the Government's agents to
be burniné votential evidence on the eve of a possible supreme court ruling,
or ratifying a lower court ruling, reversing the defendant's conviction because
of Fraud would appear to be Actionable,

Concluding, nmaybe it!'s custom that sone tyge restraining order be filed
with the courts to enforcé the aforementioned request but where the petitionenﬁ
as defendant is, indigent the courts customarily put a liveral intervretation
on natters of the instant quality.

( a copy of the foregoing letter will be posted to the A.G. for Saelby county,
Tennessee, as Tennessee apparently still has jurisdiction in the indictment
and interest in the subject matter.

Sincerely: defendant, James e. Ray 65477

cc: Barry Coldwater, U.S. Senator Station-4
cc: Hugh Stanton jr., 3Isq. A.G. Shelby ct.Tn. State prison
cc: aexendﬂnt's counsel Nasaville,Tn.37203.

i s
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FBI Ordered To Keep

By DAVID PIKE
Washingten Star

WASHINGTON — The
Federal Burcau of Investi-
gation has been told by the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia that its
agents here must keep the
rough notes they take while
interviewing witnesses to a
crime.

In an opinion written by
Judge J. Skelly Wright, a
three-judge panel of the
court ruled Monday that
such information may later
be-found by the courts to be
helpful to a defendant and
therefore relevant to a
case.

THE APPEALS court
notéd that District of Colum-
hia police have. been pre-

serving such notes since an
a&pellate court ruling in
1971, but that FBI agents, as
a matter of practice, contin-
ue to throw away such notes
after arcport based on them
has becn prepared. )

Wright's opinion said that
such behavior by the FBI, in
view of various carlier court
rulings, was “negligence”
but not “bad faith.”

\

The ruling came in the
case of three men convicted
of the armed robbery of a
Washington, D.C., savings
and loan in March 1972.

THE APPEALS court
upheld the convictions de-

AT PGS VAL B T o WA Y]

notes because, it said, D.C.
police had kept their inter.
view notes and because *“the
evidence of guilt adduced at
trial was overwhelming.”

However, Wright's opinion
said, “full sanctions will'be
invoked in future cases un-
less the FBI's practices are
modified ...

“The reports contain the
agents’ narrative account of
the witness statement, pre-
pared partly from the rou
notes and partly from the
agents recollection of the in-
terview,” the court said.

“ALTHOUGH THE agents
are trained to include all the
pertinent information in the
report, there is clearly room

. - g
) e

for misunderstanding or
outright crror whenever
there is a transfer of infor.
mation in this manner.”

Outlining the impact of the
prggcnt practice, the court
saia:

“Whether ornot the prose-
cution uses the witness at
trial, the notes could contain
substantive information or
leads which would be of use
to the defendants on the
merits of the case; If the
witness does testify, the
notes might reveal a dis-
crepancy between his testi-
mony on the stand and his
story at a time when the
events were fresh in his
mind. The discrepancy
would obviously be impor-

- »
THE TENNESSEAN, Thursdoy, December 11, 19757 -

Notes

Oil Find Gets In' W

tant for use in impeaching
the witness® credibility.”

THE GOVERNMENT had
argued that keeping the
rough notes would impose
“an intolerable administra-
tive burden on the
bureau.”

But the judges found that
the average report was only
twopageslong, and the notes
usually shorter. They con-
cluded that preserving the
notes would not create ‘‘un-
superable space prob-
lems.”

The oginion suggested
such methods for preserving
theagents’ notes as reducing
documents to microfilm or
simply stapling the notes td
the report,

- Striking oil is us
cause I\r celebratiof, bu

finding the\blac
little more than

own water well and, .
Idoks like we may even Hav:
30-year supply.” '*"™*

spite destruction of the FBI
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' T 12/23/75
- CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION -

MURKIN ,
. CIVIL RIGHTS ; 4

o XXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXX  an LHM
12/19/75 : Tampa ,

x [ J Cz,/:j et

. 1 ) ¥
NOTE: 1Info previously furnished by Mr. Wehunt was forwarded
to Civil Rights Division in LHM on 7/5/74.
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12/19/75
AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, TAMPA (157-3231)(C)
MURKIN
ReTPtel 12/12/75 and Buaiitel 12/15/75. e

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are four copies of
an LHM setting forth information that was contained in xeTPtel.

ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT upon contacting the Tampa Office
on 12/17/75 was advised that a copy of the results of his
interview by Tampa FBL Agent was forwarded to the Civil Rights
Division of the U, S, Department of Justice in 1974 and no
additional dissemination was made by the FBI, Me, WEHUNT
advised that any additional information that he receives
concern this matter will be brought to the attention of the
Tampa Office.

A review of Tanpa files fdls to indicate that any
further dissemination was made by the Tampa Division of Tampa
airtel and LHM 7/2/74.

c's,%'j" Bureau (EncJ&) |

Tampa
JEHibg

(3)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Tampa, Florida .

In Reply, Please Refer to ;
File o, December 19, 1975

JAMES EARL RAY; .
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM

Reference is made to Tampa memorandum dated
July 2, 1974.

On December 12, 1975, Robert Thomas Wehunt, Jr.,
3109 Hartnett Avenue, Tampa, Florida, telephonically con-
tacted the Tampa Office of the FBI and advised that on
December 12, 1975, Angel Castillo, a reportexr for the
iS¢, Petersburg Times," a daily newspaper published in St.
Petersburg, Florida, had contacted Wehunt and had requested
that Wehunt telephone collect to John Crewdson, a reporter
for the "New York Times," a daily newspaper published in
New York, Néw York. Mr. Wehunt advised that Castillo
sndicated that Crewdson should be contacted by telephone
numbexr 202-293-3100. :

_ Wehunt advised that he subsequently contacted
John Crewdson at the above-listed telephone number at which
. time Crewdson ‘indicated that he desired to come to Tampa,
Florida, to interview Wehunt concerning information that
Wehunt had previously furnished to the FBI concerning three
signed statements that Wehunt's father had obtained from
convicts in the Fulton County Jail, Atlanta, Georgia, :
indicating that these convicts had been approached by very
influential businessmen to kill Drx. Martin Iuather King, Jr.
for $100,000. Wehunt stated that from his conversation with
John Crewdson it was obvious to him that Crewdson had
obtained the results of the interview of Wehunt by an FBL
Agent of the Tampa Office which intexrview took place on
July 1, 1974. Wehunt advised that he did not give a definite
answer to .Crewdson but indicated that he would recontact
Crewdson at which time he would furnish a definite answer.

- '

.
a
’

This document contains neither recommendations nox
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are mot to be
distributed outside your agency.

v '

\ *
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

, Wehunt advised that he desired to bring this i
to the attention of the FBI and he indicated that he planned
to contact Angel Castillo and have Castillo contact
Crewdson to notify Crewdson that Wehunt did not desire to
be interviewed inasmuch as Crewdson apparently had all of
the information that Wehunt had previously furnished to the
FBI. In addition, Wehunt advised that he was going to
notify Castillo that he is fearful of his life if if becomes
public knowledge that he furnished information to the FBI =
to the effect that very influential businessmen had plotted ™~
to kill Dr., King. T T

On December 17, 1975, Wehunt éelephonically

- contacted the Tampa Office and advised that upon dinstructions

from his attorney he had contacted John Crewdson telephonically

and had advised Crewdson that he did not desire to be
interviewed by Crewdson.

»

‘
5 L

“n i »
2 i

L]
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The responses requested to the inquiries by

the New York Times are in many instances §etailed
questions requiring considerable xresearch to insure
accuracy of detail in oxder to avoid criticism at

a later date for lack of specificity. Several questions
require that we support or @etend opinions by our
Laboratory experts concerning ballastics and/oxr finger-
print examinations,

Othgr questions concern the results of
1nvestigations‘conducgéd'by‘New'Scotland Yard and by
RCMP, both‘ofjﬁhom'respecttully requested at the time
that this Bureau not reveal the scope of their investi-

gations on our behalf.

\Many.of the guestions are the same hackneyea

questions that antagonists have echoed since the killing

of Dr. King; ‘the two car theory; cigarette ashes in thae
Mustang; the children's clothing found in ‘the car; the’
mysterious ”RS&l‘. These quastions have all been
answered previously and are available as public source,
material. -

Responses to many of these questions, is further
compounded by the fact that the Department has asked
that any FOIA requests for material contained in this file
be first cleared tbrough the Department, because of

it T Gt
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Ray's appeai in the 6th Circuit., The Department has taken
the position‘that’no»release of information should be
made by the Department or by this Bureau which could be
construed at a later time as being prejudicial to any

new trxial for Ray.

Many responses to these questions, either
official or unofficial, should be weighed with the
realization that the Department is cuxrrently reviewing,
on a priority basis, all material in Bureau files re-

lating to Martin Luther King and to his assassination.
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EheNew HorkTimes
WASHINGTON BUREAY
1920 L STREET,.NW.
WASRINGTON, D C, 20036
(202) 293-3100

Deocerbar 1k

Homer,

: Wetve managed to boil down the results of our ‘invest-
igation to these guestions. If we can got them answered satisfactorily,
I think we'll bo able to conclude 'that Ray was thc assassin and that he
actecd alone,

Needless to say, we'vs found not a shred of ovidence
that the Burcau was involved in the murder, or that it sparcd any cffort
in tracking Ray down. The only points that ars still troublesoms, as I

. think the questions roeflect, ars whother ¥BI, in its sagerness to catch
Ray, overlooked loads that might have indicated a conspiracy; and whether
Ray was 4ndeed a lone assassin., If we can resolvs both those thing I
think wo'll be able to put an end to speculation to the contrary.

Let mo know what the prospects arc.

Best regards,

Crewdson

~—
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+ %o that effect that Ray might have secn are untrue. There were no

. Paisloy had an automatic transmission, as did the Mustang found

- sald they repaired the car's clutch. Did they say that, and if so

1. IBI roportedly has concluded that an individual
who was a high-school studant at the time of King's murdor was respor
sible for initiating the bozus radio (citizonst band) broadcast about
H pursuing a flcecing white Mustang. Is this so, and can we¢ have name
of individual. Has he¢ ever confessed?

_ 2. Whon the Missouri prison authorities put out a
wanted flyor on Ray following nis cscape from Jeffcrson City in 1957,
did the flyer have someonc olse's prints on it, as has been alleged? |

. 3. Accoraing to Gallagher, some 70 latent finger
and palm priats were found in Ray's room in the Momphis hmmadd board-
inghouss from which King was shot, and othars on the bundle he ‘
dropped outside while flecing. Of those prints, three vorem said to
have boen matchabls. But FBI reportedly did not begin search through
Tfile prints of 53,000 male fugitives until April 18, two weeks after
King was killed, when buro found latent thumbprint on map in Ray's
room in Atlanta. Is this true, and if so--why was no search begun
with the three latonts following Xing's death?

%. As part of his alibi, Ray said that "Raoul®
arrived at tho rooming house shortly before King was murdersd and
instructed him, Ray, to go dounstairs and wait Lfor him over a becr
at Jim's grill. Ray says he did this. Quostion: Did FBI interview
Jowers (the owner) or any patrons there at ths time as to whether
a man reseuwbling Ray had entored the bar during the appointed time?
If so, did anyone identify him?

5. Part of Ray'!'s story is that he had bsen in-
structed by "Raoul® to rent a room over a bar on Main Stroct in
MM Memphis called "Jim's Grill." Ray says he was unfamiliar with
emphis and first inadvertantly walked 4into a bar farther down
the street called "Jim's Place.™ He says he asked therc aboub raenting
a room upstairs and was_told thers were no rooms, and that he pro-
bably was looking for "Jim's Grill," to which he was directed. Wo
have a report that FBI dnterviowed managexr and patrons at Winls
Place,”" who confirmed that a confussd nan resembling Ray did stop
in there, This is of key importance, for if true it contribubes to
Ray's allegations that he was acting under orders from somecone olse
and did not simply scout the territory around the Lorraine iotel,
where King was staying, to find tho best vantago point for a =k snipe

. 6. Has FBI ever established just how Ray, a strang
to Memphis who was there less than 2% hours, learnsd that King was
staying in Room 305 at Lorraine motecl? (Wo have cheocked Memphis paper
for April 4, 1968, and roports that they carried a picturc or story
such pictures or mitmm storics until after King was shot).

) 7. The white Mustang Ray purportedly bought from

abandoned by Atlanta PD on April 12. But service station attendants
who worked on car, traced by bureau through sticker on door rcportedly

‘doos that raise prospect of a sscond white lustang?
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. ' 8..c undorstand that Atlanta.)l found. a nuhbay of
Viceroy cigarette butts in ashtray of abandoned Mustang, and that there
is a report to that =ffect in dspartment files. Were thore butts in the
ashtray and werc they recoversd by FBI lab? (Xaportance here is that
Ray, as far as anyonc knows, vas a non-smoker).

9. The vndarshorts found in the bundle droppcd by
Ray outside the rooming housg during his cscape Wers said to bo far
too small to it nim porsonaliy. Did thsy, Xike his otiner clothes, con-
tajn the mark assigned to nim by.the Home Service Laundry in Los Angeles?

_ 10. The roal Ramon George Snoyd, a Toronto goliccman,
z told RCMP that he got a pretext call from Ray on May 1, 1963, in which
‘Ray purportsd to be a Canadian Government official checking to sec
whether Sneyd possessed a Canadian passport. Sneyd was the aldas used
by Ray when he was captured, and a Canadian passport with that nane

was -issued to .Ray on April 2%, 1958, a weck befors he made the pratext
call. Is Sneyd!s recollection correct?

11. Barly in 1974, Robert Wehunt, a sorgegant stationed
at ljacDill AFB, Tampa, t0ld TFO that his father, who in 1968 had bssn
in charge of tho Fulton County (Atlanta), Georgia jail, had obtained
signed statements frop three inmates thers to the effect that, six
months before Xing's death, they had been offersd money by an anonymous
group of men to arrange King's muod murder. Sgt, Wehunt told FBI that
Tis father had since died but had previously placed the statoements
in a safoty deposit box 4n an unnamed Atlanta bank, Did FBI verify
{lochunt's story or attempt to find deposit box in question?

12. IBI's official conclusion regarding slug recovered
from King's body is that it mmR was Lired from type of rifle identical
to one that Ray purchased, but that it could not be positively idant-
ifiecd as having come from that particular rifle. Some individuals who
have examined the slug say, however, that énough lands and grooves
remain at the base of the slug to permit meaningful comparison with
test bullets fired from .recovered rifle. In opinion of ¥BI, do sufficient
characteoristics remain on recovered slug to permit microscopic compar-
ison with Sest bullets? Did FBI ever test-fire recovered rifle, and
was such a comparison over made? What did it show? In addition, was
spectrozraphic or nsutron-activation analysis ever performed in an
effort to match slug recovered from King's body with live rounds found
in bundle dropped by Ray? If so, what was FBI's conclusion?

13. Gallagher told us that following King's dzath
FBI reexamined unsolved domestic bank robberies in effort to link him
with onc or more jobs, as a way of explaining how he financed his
travels between the time of his escape and the assassination. We are
told therc is strong cvidencz linking Ray with a bank robbery in
Collinsville, I1l., that took place during this poriod. Is that correct,
and can you tcll us what the cvidencc amounts to? If not, can you tell
us whether there were any such robberies in Collinsville bebtweon April
23, 1967 "and April Y4, 1968, and how much money was taken?
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.~ O 1 April 22, 1908 three d aftor Kingts suspected
assassin had been idauuifLGd as Jamcs Barl Ray, %o Hew York Times inter-
~v:.emd an inmate at the ¥Missouri State Penitentiary, Jsfforson City,

Mo., who was idantificd by prison officials as Qay'“ best friend. Tha
man was shown the bartenders! school picturs of "3ric Galt" and said

it was not the man vwhom he knew to bc Ray. Did this inmate, or any
other inmates there ever subsequently identify that or any othor picture
as the man they kacw as James Darl Ray?

15. It is alleged that Ray robbed the Fulham Trust
and Savings Bank dn London on June %, 1968, four days before his 4
capture at Heoathrow Airport. Some accounts assert that a latent thumb-
prznt matehing that of Ray was found on the holdup note uscd in the
robbery. Cther accounts say a print was found on a bag of some sort
loft at the scene. Was such a print found, and vhat was it on?

16. According to New Scotland Yard, when ng wvas
arrested at lcathrow he was in transit from ILisbon to Brussels and
simply stopping over in London. They say ha arrived at the airport
tnder immigration control with a group of passcngers vhich had just
deplaned from a Lisbon-to-London {lignht. We una*rstana, however, that
FBI maintains that Ray nad bean in London for some days previously
at a seriecs of hotels, Since this discrepancy bears on whether or
not Ray could have robbed the Fulham bank on Junc 4%, can you resolve
3t? If not, woat is basis for FBI's asscrtion that Ray was leaving
London after a lecngthy stay when he was arrested by Yard?

17. B Can you verify reports that Ray attained
the Jevel of marksman while serving with U.S. Aray in Germany?

18. Ray has maintained that part of the noncy he
used to finance his activities was obtained by nolding up 2 Yontreal
brothal for about $1,700 4in June or July of 1967. Is tnerc any ovidence
that he obtained such a sum of money from a brothnl oxr anyplace clse
in Hontreal durling that period? '
19. Frank Holloman, the Public Safety‘Dlr“ctor in
Menpnis at the time Xing was killed, is a former FBI agont who wes
assigned for cignt years to lir. Hoover's offics. Is Ln»re any e¢vidence
that Mr. hclloman had reason to lecaxn while working for the Dircctor
of the Sullivan lctter to Xing or that—tapeyrccordings had becon sent
to King and his wife?

20, Ray has claimed that he spoent much of the
period between his cscape from Jefferson City and the King murder
¢ngaged in a nunber of smuggling activities--~bring heroin across the
EKHHXanadlan boranr, for cxamplc, and urafficklnd in marxauana betueen
the 3n1tcc4 tates and Mexico., If trug, this would ¢xplain in largo
part vhere ne obtained his funds. Is there any ﬂna*nondvnt cvidence
that Ray wvas 1nvolvea in smuggling activities of any kind during this
tine?

21. Shortly after King was killed, a man named Clifford
Andrevws scnt vord to liugh ptanton VS U Then the Memphis ?ubllc dcfender
and now Tennessce Attorncy General, tnat he would nams “1ng's real
¥iller (not Ray) in return for completc ivnuaity. Wo Ammunity was ever
granted. Was Androws! asscriion ever brought to FBIt's attention. If so,
did FBI investigate and vhat conclusion aid it reach?
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.. 22, Can FBI shed any light on how Ray obtained the ident-
itiecs of Paul Bridgmangoand Ramon Sneyd waich he ugdd in Canada and clseo-
vhare after bis arriv@in Toronto on April 8?2 Cr@bublisned actount
naintains that he got these two mmmi names--both of which kmimwrorius ]
belonged to Toronto residents of about the same age--by scarching through
vital statistics noticzs “in back-issuss of the Toronto Globe & Maill, Is
this corrcct, and if it 4s, how could Ray have found the name Bridguan

in time to use it om April 8, the day of his arrival in Toronto, to

rent a room? Does FBY belicve Ray ‘went dircctly from bus station to
Toronto Public Library to seck out an alias cven before renting a room
in vhich to lcave his belongings? :

23. It has been reportcd that correspondence betwsen
Ray and J.B. Stoner, one of his many lavyers, was opened and photocopied
by Tennessee prison authorities. Did FBI receive coples of such corres-
‘pondence? '

2%, Under an 1869 Supreme Court decision, U.S. v.
Rauscher, an individual retuyned to this country through o Xxtradition
can be prosgcuted only for those crimes mpmoddinomd specified as g.rounds
for tha extradition. In Ray's case, the only crimes so specified were
the King murder and the Missouri & prison break, both state offenses.
Since once Ray was returncd to Tennessee from England he could not be
prosecuted by the United States for any offensc, under what statute
did FBI claim authority to continue its dinvestigation of Ray's activities?

25, Does FBI have any reason to believe that Pnilip
DiTommaso, a Foreign Service Officer presently attached to U.S.I1.4A. in
Athens, played any role wnatever iin the alteration that was performed
on Ray!s alias passport during his stopover in Lisbon, when the name
Snyeat was changed to "Sneyd?"

26. According to information we have, FBI at one
point in its hunt for King's killer suspected that King might have
been murdered by a prominent California dentist with whose wife Xing
allegedly had had an affair, Both dentist and wife were interviewdd
by F8I, which concluded that affair, if true, had played no part in
KXing!'s death. We understand FBI 's knowledge of affair in question
was obtained through technical surveillance placed on King by Division
V¥ about six weeks before his death. Is this correct, and if so, what
other legads wore provided to General Investigative Pivision by Domestic
Intelligence Division based on technical. surveillance program? '

4 27. Did FBI laboratory conclude that small indsntation
found in bathroom windowsill at Mempnis rooming house was or was not
mad2 by the recovered rifle, or werz tests inconclusive? In addition,
i X hoxrmamakn microscopic paint fragments found on

Were NI AR IR R

,2ifle'bafrelé

28. A palumprint allegedly was found by FBI on bath-
roorn wall next to tub from which Ray 1is said to have fired fatal shot.
Was such a print found, and did it match Ray's own?

) 29. John McFerreon, a black civil rights activist who
1lives ncar Momphis, told FBI following Xing's dsath that at about 5 P.M.
on April ¥, 1968, an hour before King was killed, he overhsard a con-
versation at a Meomphis produce wholesaler!s office in which the imponding
murd2r of King was discussed. Did FBY interview the two individuals
jaantificd by McFerren as having taken part in the conversation, and unat

© was burcau's conclusion?
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e 30.gbctavay car used by Ray wagaidsntified by eyc-
Vi¥tnczses within foulinutes of shooting as a ke Mustang. ithy™Was

no general ordser issucd to stop all such autonobiles attompting to leave

fcuphis?

31. When King first checked into tht Lorraine on
April 3, ho reportedly took a room in the old, or hotel wing, from
which he would not have presented a target to an assassin. Later, he
reportedly moved to room 306 in the new, or motel wing, froa which he

presented an excellent target, Did FBI investigate reasons behind the

change of rooms, and was anything sinister found?

32. By onc account, Ray was arrested in London at
2 AM, April 8, Washington -time; by another, at 6 AM Washington tinme.
Yet, the public announcement of his apprenension was dclayed by FBI
until after the Robert Kennedy funeral had begun some hours later,
What were the circumstances bshind this dzlay? We have one raeport
that the Director hiwmself ordered it, with ‘the intention of detracting
from tho publicity surrounding the funaeral. Is this correcct?

'33. While living in Los Angeles, Ray visited two
hypnotists, an Xavier von Xoss and a Dr. Mark O. Freeman, Docs FBI
have any reason to believe ‘that Sirhan Sirhan vas cver xRzl assoc-
iated with either of these individuals?

3%, The SAC-Memphis at time Xing was killed was
Robert G, Jensen. In 1970, Jensen resigned after 23 ycars! secrvice
rather than accept transfer to post of SAC-Buffalo. A source tells
us that this transfer was punative in nature, that Jensen was in some
sort of "trouble" with ¥FBXI. Vere proposed transfer and Jensen's resig-.
nation related in any manner vwhatsosver to his handling of Ray invest-
igation as individualiin charge of originating office?
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12/17/15
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ‘
ATTENTION: . MR, HORN

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

EXXAXXXCXXXXAXXXX ~ an LHM
12/12/786 Birmingham

x [ XJCL\‘S\@*

1

NOTE: FRANK LA BERTO (PHONETIC) is FRANK CAMILLE LIBERTO
who with his brothers was interviewed in April 1968, the
2;3}2; of which interviews appear in New Orleans report
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (C) .

MURKIN ' | .
e".

»

et I I T I T ——

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and
.. three copies of an LHM containing information received
T« from a confidential source of the Birmingham Office re-
* Jdabing-to the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR.

One copy of this LHM is being disseminated
locally to the U. S. Attorney, Birmingham.

INFORMANTS . ’ -
Iden‘city of Source" File Where Located
BH T-1 is BH 1079-PCI , BH 137-2089 ‘

This informant was contacted on 4/18/74 and he
said he would ve willing to assist this Bureau on a confi-
dential basis concerning violation of Federal and/or local
laws that might come to this attention. It is noted that
he has an extensive criminal record and is known to asso-
ciate with much of the criminal element in the Birmingham

area. o
NS
(%)~ Bureau (Enc. 45 (RM)
1 - Detroit (Enc. 1) (inrfo) (RM)
1 - New Orleans (Enc. 1) (info) (RM)
1 -~ Birmingham
CBS:bke
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Approved: f'{'/ ":/’J : Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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o In August, 1974, it was noted that this souce
had been contacted at least once each 30 days since April,
1974 and failed to furnish any information of value.

+ SA MICHAEL R. HARTMAN noted at that time that it appeared
that sourcé had been attempting to gain, information con-
cerning current FBI investigations raher than furnishing
inforgation. Due to this fact, the informant!s case was
closed. ’

*

b

. This informant's file was reopened recently when
he was contacted in a routine investigation. He said that
his son was currently under arrest for selling drugs and
" in connection with this source said he would like %o help
- :his son in any way he could vy providing information to the
- Federal Government. Since then, he has given some reliable
information. This source has a criminal record and has
been characterized by SA RALPH N. BUTLER, who had an, 87
lcase against source in which he was prosecuted, as a .
"pathological liar". : >

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Please Refer to December 12: 1975

File No.

441740

‘ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
CIVIL RIGHTS x

On December 10, 1975, BH T-1, who has furnished
insufficient information to establish his reliability,
advised as follows:

Source furnished information regarding the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He does

not know whether this information is reliable or not but

he first heard it several weeks before King was killed.
He got this information from an individual named Dr. Prosch
(phonetic). He said that Prosch showed him a rifle which

Prosch had in the trunk of his car and told him the gun

was to be used in a "big killing". -Prosch said that the
rifle was obtained from Aeromarine Company, Birmingham.

BH T-1 advised that after the assassination when
Prosch was drinking, Prosch told source that King's assassi-
nation -had been set up by King's associates, namely Dr. '
Abernathy, and that Proschfs job was to obtain the weapon
to be used in the murder. Prosch told source that James
Earl Ray was only a decoy in the murder. Prosch advised
that the man responsible for lining up -the killer(s) of
King was Frank LaBerto (phonetic), an underworld figure
in New Orleans, Louisiana and a friend of Prosch. TLaBerto
allegedly received $265,000.00 for arranging King's murder
and went to Detroit the day King was killed. LaBerto runs
a truck stop in New Orleans named The Lake Pontchartrain
Restaurant. Dr. Prosch used to formerly spend a lot of
time at the Gulas Restaurant on Highway 78 East, Birmingham
and that after James BEarl Ray's picture was published in
the newspaper, source said that he recognized Ray as an
individual who use to meet Prosch at the Gulas Restaurant
a couple of weeks before King was murdered.

L
Al
-

This document contains neither recommendations nor con-

clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and

is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency.
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ASSASSINATION OF | ’ ] o
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. f

BH T-1 advised Prosch was a "gun nut" and that
he has been convicted by Federal authorities on a firearms-
violation. . ' g

BH T-1 advised that he has hot'tbld anyone about
this before because he did not think that any law enforce-
ment agency would "touch" it.

"It is noted that the "Birmingham News" for April 22,
1971 carried an article captioned, "Dr. Prosch indicted on
gun charges'.. This article stated that Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch,
Jr. was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Birmingham on

‘three counts,of Pederal gun control violations, He was

arrested at his home and charged with unregistered weapons
and was released on $10,000.00 bond.

On March 10, 1971, Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr. was
sentenced in Federal Court .in Birmingham to five years in
custody of the Attorney General for illegal possession of
unregistered firearms. He was also ‘sentenced to two cther
five year terms to run concurrently with the first count.

2%
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1l - Mr, Callahan
1 ~ Mr., Adaxs
, 1 =~ ¥Mr., Gallagherx
Ur, Gallagher : 12/16/75
‘ 1 ~ ¥r. O'Connell
1 =~ My, Pealman
J¢ 8. Paelman ¢ 37=~ Mr, Lawn

MURKIN

' whis is the case involving the murder of Martin
Iuther Xing, Ir., in Memphis, Tennessee, in April, 1968,

, Reference is made to a previous memorandun dated
12/12/75, csptioned as above, which set out and refuted
allegations made Ly Marold Weisbary, against the FBX in
reference to captioned investigation, hassd upon material
furnished hinm ‘under the Freedom of Information Act (POIA).

One of these allegations involved information
Velsberg received in a lettar from Deputy Attorney fleneral
Zyler which indicated erroneously that the FBY Laboratory
did not conduct spectrographic analyses of the fatal bullat,

, On 12/16/15, Departmental Attorney Volney Brown,
FOIA Baction, Department of Justice, advised SA John C.

Lawn, General Xnvestigative Division, that the Department
had issued a press releass dated 12/11/75 xefuting a
statement by Harold Yeisberg that information received by
Welsbergy pextaining to this inveatigation was ohtained as a
xesult of a sult., (A copy of that xelease is attached,)

Additionally, Mr, Brown stated that information
furnished to Weisberg in the Deputy Attorney Ceneral's
lettex dated 12/1/75, was incorxect. DIrown advised that a
letter is being prepared to be forwarded to Welshery
acknowladging that erroneous information had been furnished
and that the FBX Laborxatory did in fact conduct spectrographic
analyses of the fatal bullet, coples of which analysos have baen
furnished to Welsberg undex his FOYA request., A copy of this
latter to Welsherg will be forwarded to this Bureau.

In view of the fact that tha Departrment is preparing
& letter correcting the misinformation previously furnished
to Weisberg, it does not appear that a latter from this Zureau
to the Department pointing out this misinformation is warranted.

ACTIOH: Hone. For information,

Ena.
44-38861

JcL/pwl ) 7 (
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NO 157-10873
CHA:pd

. Both LATCH and FRANK LIBERTO were interviewed by
Menphis on %/18/68, wherein both emphatically denied any
knowledge of the identify of the individual responsible for
XING's death. They both failed to identify photograph of
g?z:rlzg‘nm RAY. Both denisd yeceiving any telephone eall oa

There is no Pontchartrain Restaurant in New Orleans.
Hew Orleans telephone and city directories, New Orleans PD -
arrest regords, and compiterized drivers' licenses for the State
of louisiana opsrated by the Louisiana State Police, all failed
to reflect the name FRANK LIBERTO.

Kew Orleans is not undertaking any further
investigation in this matter, VACB.

2%
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12/18/75

AIRTEL AIRMATL
TO0: . DIRECTOR, FBI (M4-38861)

FROM: " SAC, MEW ORLEANS (157-}0813) (RUC)

Re Birmingham airtél to the Bureau, 12/12/75.

' For information of Memphis, referenced airtel and
LHM furnished information from a Birmingham source, with whom
insufficient information has been received to estadblish
reliability, that indicated that MARTIN LUTHER XING's
assassination was "lined up™ by FRANK LABERTO (phonetic); .
an underworld figure in New Orleans. _

FRANK LABERTO's comnection in this matter was

previously explored. MNemphis airtel to New Orleans, 8/20/68,
enclosed information received on %/8/68, from JOHN MC FERREN,
a Negro male, residing at Route %, Box 133A, Somervills,
Tennessee. On N/8/68, MC FERREX picked up supplies for his
grocery store at LLEL Produce Company, 814 Socott St., Memphis,
Tennessee., While there, MC FERREN overheard a white male on
the telephone say, "Kill the S0B on the balcony and get the
job done. You will get your $5,000." That person later said
on the phone, "Don't come here. Go to New Orleans and get your
money. You know my brother."

LLSL Produce Company was found to be operated by JAMES |
WILLYAM LATCH and FRANK CANILLA LIBERTO. TPRANK LIBERTO had a
brother, TONY, in New Diélsans.

H

2 - Birmingham (%4-17%0)
1 -~ Detroit (Info) -

1 -~ Memphis (Info)

1 = New Orleans

CHA:pd

(§2]
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AIRTEL
12/15/75
To: SAC, Tampa (157-3231)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861) | 1l - Mr. Lawn

MURKIN

ReTPtel 12/12/75.

For your information, a copy of Tampa LHM
dated 7/2/74 was forwarded to the Civil Rights Division,
U, S. Department of Justice, when received. No
additional dissemination was made by FBIH(Q.

Unless TP files indicate that further dissemination
was made by your Division, advise Wehunt along these lines
if he makes any further inquiries on this aspect.

SuLHM setting out 4information contained in
referenced communication.

JCL:bap (4)

NOTE: By teletype dated 12/12/75, TP advised that
Wehunt, who had furnished informaéion relative to the
gggﬁégeizvgitigagigg, was recegtly contacted by a

. ntative o e news media and questi ; -
information furnished to the FBI. 4 oned about the

) TP xéquested that FBIHQ advise whether an
dissemination made which initiated this press 1nqui¥y.

) (LHM dated 7/2/74
/7/5/74.) /2/74 was fur@ished to CRD on
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Luther R @wgf Jfly In 3em?hisq:@@nn@s§aa, in 2pwil, 1948,

ﬁ&tacnaa igs & ﬁ@ag‘@f 5 ©EX rolease deted 12/11/75,
in woich “avaiw hmiﬁuﬁ?&; an aukboy vhe haz wsr ii**n gevaral books
critinal of the Warran Oszmission. the pPRi, Searat Barvica,
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avidenos and Spontrived tho story that Ray was a “lono
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