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Qf ﬁhﬁ%&t% eaﬂsing'&“é ﬁa¢aga mara la gﬁz’thaa a baliat @f

+30 saliber "size. and. frregular in pige as a1l of the yarnm %Er@
brakenp not out, Jne or mara«g@gmgaﬁ@ of hons uaﬂéﬂ P@E :
b@ alaminate& ag tﬁe ﬂaxsa~e tb@ aam“qea-,.

ﬁLgEﬁAfI@%: ¢ha EEI kﬁ@ﬁ‘iﬁ%ﬁﬁ 8% 8o ﬁark 0% t&@ minm@wsiil
. Ezam W iga Aay was s A& b@ hav% énﬁaﬁ t%& raflk.if\»-n

'FAC?f ﬁx&mim&timn mﬁ the katﬁxamm zram wa&mb %ﬁh aqat was E&x@& K
Ty | revéaled thak the bathreon window waw gaﬁmeg open o a
Chedghd of about 290 Lt. T Dl Ramby, Hovdeids Pureau, “uawhis
?aliv& Departient ; ramoved the windowsill because’ the sill
PR appaare& ko havw 3 tﬁﬂ@ﬁ&l?’m&ﬁ& iaﬁmﬁtati@ni‘h , ’
n ”ﬁ% TR Lab&rat@rg @%@rﬁ of a&a ﬁx&ﬁiﬁati@?~¢f tha L
wﬁnﬂewaill Sated $/11/685 " &iatad that the Yoard bears & rmgeat ;a;
. dent whieh could have, ‘bann causad ?,@ light bleow frem tha - . . - -
 muxele of a weapon. The dent comtains misroscoplc marks of the .
- type which ugulé Yo produted by ¢he side of kb@ beerel at the .
< enazle but-dnsufficiint marks for 1&@@&&51@&%&0& wory - l&%ﬁ '
fp on t&@ wﬁﬁtﬂ dn@ *a he uhgsiaal ﬁa&ur@ af th@ %egﬁ ;

'@@iah@rq,aﬁatau t@ae b tb@& aﬂkﬁm fﬁr tnﬁ rasa tﬁ of any
L spastrographis &n&lyais;ef tha %¢11et w%z killea ﬂx.

ﬁing &zﬁ wag told tﬁern-was no

“such an analy&iﬁ.-;*'-a;, -

E&%GR@&Q%.

.ﬁ-$€ " Under ﬁxaa'nr, ?hi@barw ﬁiﬁ‘re@austfnumgrguﬁ mataria* R
;a- @axtaining to thiws iﬁ?&ﬁﬁi@&fi&d, iaeiuéiag th@ raanlta A;5T;j_.

f aay ﬂﬁﬁgnm@graghic 8%&1?3?5*

R Thﬁ BT ﬁ&%i&ﬁ uﬁ 1% r@guaat by- étt@r dated a/é?/?ﬂ,‘ o
& %aa&% thiz Qesdal on ﬁ%e fach that Japos Rarl Ray has an,--‘“ﬁ»

agpmml pending in: td” Y, 8. 8th Clrouit Ceurk of ?@hﬁlﬂs zh&ﬁ
yial u;a zm?ars by tq& “@?Q@V’ﬁztgrm&y reneral. 'p“

‘ . za h&ﬁ l@&t@t éa*eﬁ Zi}yj?a, Ba@ ty ﬁtzarﬁﬁy $en@zal ‘
?ylﬁx nwodified the deniais for nal torisl by the FRE and otated, _-'
R LY erzax, that. *. .. zaalyses. BAP 1 a&a gnly @u bhr cimthing '

o af Qr. ima at ﬁh& aimn af %is éma R A .

o " whe, erzarﬁau@ iﬁf@fuﬂtiﬁﬂ fﬁraiqh&ﬁ 40, ?&ishaxﬂ ‘ e
ﬁ@n&mzning the, speckrographie anslysis. of she ballst gane ﬁr&m
- the letter of tha. @@yeﬁy ﬁtﬁm:a; @a&aﬂal ﬁ@ M@isﬁaxq ﬁmﬁ ﬁaﬁ
w} Frs@ tﬁis naxua¢6‘1" R ‘ SRR T

R aﬂ Iﬂ“; Hena. L@& i@fﬁ;@g@@ﬁa
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A ASSASSINATION) R o s
| uA N CUPI) == A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR WHO SUED TO OBRTAIN
1M JDER THE TREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT SAID TODAY THEY SHOW |
28 CIALS LIED AND CONTRADICTID T{LWSELVES,ABOUT THE {
AS 5 OF MARTIN LUTYER KING .JR. : _
TH ‘DIGHTS LEADER WAS SLAIN IN 1968 IN MEVPHIS. JAMES TARL
. RAY P GUILTY IN 1935 TO THE SLAVING AND ¥AS SENTENCED 10 99
' VEADRS SONe - k o -
’ HE ISBTRG, WHO SAID HET MAS INVESTIGATED TH
. SEVEN 5 CHARGED THAT LAY EWFORCEMENT UNITS "FR
THE D #NT OF JUSTICE™ FID ZVIDENCE AND "CONTRI
. THAT & S A “LONE, UNASSISTED ASSASSING® - |
: YnDIR THT NEY FREEDOM CF IFTORMATION ACT, WEISEIRS SUED THE
JUSTICE DEPARTVENT AND OBRTAINLY SOME oF THE KING CASE EVIDENCE. .
3 “TBT A NTWS CONFERENCE TODAY, ARRANGED BY REP, JQHN GONVERS JRa, . i
. D-MICH., UEISPYRC SAID EF FOULD A RIZPORT THAT MARKS ON KinG's .
¥ CLOTHAING CCULD HOT 5% MATCHED TO ANY POSSIBLE EFFECT OF THE BULLET .77
t THAT WAS SAID TO HAVE KILLED XING,. WRISBERG CHARGED THE FBI XHEW :
t THERT WAS NO MORK ON THI WINDOWSILL, FRON WHICH RAY UAS SAID TO HAVE
SR ®{AT COULD BE MATCWED T0 THE RIFLE, , ) :
i 7o1SRERG ALLEGED THAT HT ASKTD FOR ANV SPECTROGRAPHIC ANALVSIS, |i
* | 4HICH WOULD HAVE SHOUN THE IXACT MAKEUP OF THE SUSPECTED DIATH by
| BULLET, AND UAS TCLD THERE WAS NONZ. UNDER HIS SUIT HE OB qugd SUeH |
b An anelvSIS, WE SAID. i
P UPI 12211711:47 AEs ~ 1
:!,, I TR W T oo e g s e e el 3 5 j \g
[ ]

WASHINGTON CAPJTAL NEWS SERVICE
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Hx. Gallegher o : - 1278738

-~ Hr. Adems

- Hr. Gallaghey
= JNr. 5'Connell .
- ¥y, Mocre

=~ Hr, fTanmall

4] P.ﬁ;ﬁ_’ :

Bt B 3t e ot ok s

This is the;- casa iﬁmlving the nmorder of
Maxtin Luther Ming, Jr., in MHemphisz, Teonessew, in

.. Un 12/8/7%, this Bureaw was advised that the .
Departument was sending Bepertpental Attordeys Stephen Horn
and Jeroms Bledernsier to Calgdry, Albevta, Capada,- to
intervisw an inmate at Calgary. C. Z. dndrews, portaining
to captioned matter.. A previcus nomozandom was. prepared
concerning Bndrews Jdated 13/28/75, Lzased upon an articls -
which appeared in *The Washingfon Peost,” dated 13/28/75.
This artiele indicated, inm part, that €, H, Andrews could
furnish periisent isformation partaining ¢6 the
assagsinotion of Martin Luther Eiag. Jr.

_ On 12/9/%5; Depety Aszociate Direstor James 3. ~
ddanio adviaad that ¥r. Potiinger, Assistant Attorney Ganoral,
Civil Rights bivision, iateyposed no objaction to having a
Epecial Ageont of this Bureau agcospany Departmental Attornevs
Bozn end hHiedermeder during this dnterview of Andrews.

o 3AC,; Denver, Thacdore P. Rosack, wea furnished the

. background data concarning Andrews and the fdsxptities of the
Departmontal attorneys: S3 Resack indivated that - ,

8% Pobert 8. Paype, Deaver Pivisicn, would be briefed and

‘would then irmediately depart from Denver via Westarn ?light
484 o arrlive at Celgary at X:03 p.m.. this date. .

: this information wae fuinished to Section Chief _
Rolombatovie, Liaison Section, who forwaxded this information
£o the Royal Uanadian Hounted Police.

. #r. rottinger's OFfice advisscd Supervisor John C.
La¥n that Departmental Bttornoys Qorn and Hledesmeier hné
been adwiged that §A Payno wonld sccompany them. ang that this
information was alse conveyed to the warden, Calgary Prison.
| ACTION: Home. For information.

L SCL:bap (8}
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12/9/75

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3886)
FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44~374) (C)
MURKIN

Re Buffalo nitel dated 11/28/75 relating to
newspaper publicity, etc., at Toronto, Ontario, Canada .
concerning efforts to reopen investigation of Dr. KING's
death in the United States. Re nitel reflected that one .
HAROLD KIRK of Toronto was to be interviewed by the,
‘Metropolitan Toronto Police Department (MIPD), Toronto
since he reportedly had information relating to a former
cellmate at Mimico Correctional Institute, identified as
CLIFFORD H. ANDREWS, aka R. L. WARREN. As noted in referenced
nitel ANDREWS, according to Toronto newspaper publicity
reportedly could testify as to his participation in the
plot to assassinate Dr. KING. -

On 12/3/75, Staff Sgt . GERALD A. STEVENSON,
Homicide Squad, MIPD, advised he had been responsible
for an investigation in Toronto which led to HAROLD KIRK's
subsequent incarceration at Mimico and that KIRK, probably
because he remembered STEVENSON's name called the Homicide
Squad at approximately 3:15 p.m. on 11/28/75 at which time
he made reference to the KING mewspaper publicity and asked’
to be interviewed. ‘

Sgt. STEVENSON advised that he interviewed KIRK
later on that afternoon at Mimico and that he apparently
intended to impress STEVENSON with his importance due to
his former association with CLIFFORD H. ANDREWS,

Bureau {AM) ‘
« Buffalo

WJC:cdm

(3)
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STEVENSON characterized KIRK as a prolific check passer

in the past and a "con man", KIRK claimed that he first
met ANDREWS while in the hospital ward at Mimico in

July, 1975 at which time he made various statements, exact
dctails unrecalled, relating to the KING assassination.

Tt was not until KIRK read the newspaper publicity xe

_ ANDREWS on 11/28/75 that he felt that there might be

some substance to ANDREWS claim to have some knowledge of
the alleged plot to assassinate Dr., KING.

KIRK recalled that ANDREWS had told him he was in
need of money to return to the United States and that he
had also asked KIRK regarding the location of an individual
in Toronto from whom he might obtain money. KIRK had
no knowledge 1if ANDREWS had been successful in contacting
this person in Toronto following ANDREWS release from Mimico.

Sunmini up the contact with KIRK, Staff Sgt. STEVENSON
was of the opinion that he, KIRK, had nothing positive to
furnish relating to an alleged assassination plot based on
conversations he had with ANDREWS previously.

x As previously reported in raferenced nitel, ANDREWS
rapo:&odl was tzorl&oud fg«n lg.‘x)on ‘.9/30{(7&..s In this
‘lgronts. advised 12/9/75 as follows: ' !

Toronto da?f' 12/5/15 .dit% th:n "':::égmlza swé " a

oron NAWSpPADEr, Con' cle

"Cited in nginfgu?psahud Canadian %‘;{: He Knc:g. No o
and was datel Calgary, Alberta, ' axticle made
reference to ANDREWS, identifying him as CLIFFORD HOLMES
ANDREWS, formerly of the Sou ton Port Elgin area of
Ontario, as presently being incarcarated for a three month
period at the Cal Correctional Instituts, a

convieted of car theft. rtedly, the institute's warden,
identified as TERENCE DOWNIE, was 3\:01:«1 in the article as
saying ANDREWS told him that he did not know about
the assassination of Dry KING and further that did not

wish to be interviewsd by anyone concerning it,

¥
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" An additional article regarding this matter
3§peared in the 12/6/75 edition of the "Toronto Star,"

erein the warden of Calgary saild that ANDREWS actually
was serving only one month in prison there and that it
was expected he would be released around 12/10/75. This
article, along with other s; pointed out that prison
records, not further identified, revealed that S was
in jail in Sudbury, Ontario, on the day that Dr, MARTIN
LUTHER KING was assassinated in April, 1968,

No further action being taken,

Copies of this commmication, as well as

referenced Buffalo nitel, being furnished to Memphis

g{ﬁce of origin) by routing slip for inclusion their
{79 ’
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12/9/75
Civil Rights Division i
MURKIN :
CIVIL RIGHTS
ny , 11/10/75
’ XXXXXARXCKKKXKXKEX . an LEM
12/2/75 , Cincinnati o 4
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12/2/75

AIRTEL

T0 ¢+ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM ¢ SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)
. SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re CI airtel and LHM to the Bureau, Y1/4/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an
LHM captioned “JAMES EARL RAY". Enclosed for Memphis
are two copies of the same LHM.

Information furnished in the enclosed LIM was
cbtained from records at the U. S. Courxt of Appeals,
Sixth Cirwitt Cincinnati. OhiO' by sC DWIGHT H.
VOGEL.

Cincinnati will maintain contact with the
U. S. Court of Appeals in this matter.

2 - Buxeau {Enc. 6)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2 ~ Cincinnati

DHV:xbh
(6)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Cincinnati, Ohio
File No.

- Decembexr 2, 1975

Re: JAMES EARL RAY

On December 1, 1975, Grace Keller, Chief Deputy
Clerk, United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit,
Cincinnati, Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, (FBI), that the following

additional entries were recorded on Docket Number
75=1795:

Novembexr 21, 1975 Motion of Appellee for
delayed filing of brief
(Granted)

Novembexr 21, 1975 Eight copies of Brief
for Appellee, with
proof of serxvice

Novembexr 24, 1975 , Eight copies of Appendix

KN

This document contains neither
‘reoommendations nor conclusions of the
FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and. is.loaned to your agency: it

and its contents are not to be”
distributed outside your agency.

- 1% -

GO
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i MURKIN GENEBAL TASKLER
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MURKIN
GENERAL TICKEER

~
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Routing Slip

FD4(Rul|222$m 6/1/76

: () Director BU 23-38861
Att.: Mr. HELTERHOFF FILE ME 44-1987

Room 5131
“Title MURKIN
() SAC - !
. |
[T ASAC ;
) Supv. .
7] Agent ) g
(O SE.
e RE:
gcc ‘ 7
) Steno '
3 Clerk T Rotor #:
ACTION DESIRED

) Acknowledge {T70pen Case
[CJAssign Reassign [ Prepare lead cards
[) Bring file ) Prepare tickler
D Call me (I Return assignment card |
) Correct [T Retum file
) Deadline - [T Search ond return .
[T)Deadline passed [T} See me !
{T)Delinquent [T} Serial # !
[ Discontinve [ Poest ) Rechorge/ I Return
(T3 Expedite {T)Send to f
[JFile 3 Submit new charge ovt
[T} For information {7 Submit report by !
[TJHoendle ) Type i

D hniticl & return
{7 Leods need ottention
(I Return with explanation or notation as to action taken. J'

Re Bureau telephone call to Memphis,

6/1/76. ,
* Attached are copies of documents requested

in re telephone call,

sﬁ/f Z/ H n TRIMBACH

MEMPHIS

See reverse side e

Y 6P0: 1972 472-390/10
N R k
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X NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY INTERPOL
I NATIONAL CENTRAL BUREAU
*/,, 2-Chome, Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Japan
“JNCB/ 27 & /68n

fl‘e;egmphic Address:
“INTERPOLJAPAN TORYO”

10%XY0, June 10, 1958,

¥r. Roderick V. Prechtl, Jr,
Legal Attache

B T CORY

Re: Information abtout a ristol /
' nLiberty-Chief® No. 715
4

Dear Sir; » ) . Voo

In roply to your telepbone reguest made this rorning
concerning the captioned matter, we wish to inform you as follows:

1. Destination of this weapon!s shipment:
1his pistol in question was shipped fron the manufacturing
company given below on August 3, 1668, and was clearad by cur
Custonzs? inspection on August 19, 1966 and vas Joaded on the
FHAVANA-MARUM at "SUMA-PORT® in liyogo Frefecture foi shiipment to:

Nanie of 4 company : LISTRTY ARMS CORPORATIOH,
AM P,0. BOX, 306, HO&TROSH, G FGR}‘;L’N, UuSede

2. Xtcems for your references
The nome of this weapon's ranufacturing company is "EABUSHIKX
KAISHA, MIROKU SEXSARUSHO® (translated in Epglish : MIRCEU
MANUFACTURING COMPANY LTD.).
Address: 180, INARI-CHO, HCCRI-CITY, KOCHX PREFECTURE, JAPAN.
Hawmo of the President: IN0 Chiyoki, !

Trusting the above information is of soze assistauce
to you, :

Yours sincexcly,

for HEAD, NCB, JAPANM:

' 2o saan
. P .
v
A ¥ ‘ '
= s; \‘? ) v
. PR .
B \ s t

A . .
- & - P
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L CONKFIDENTIAL

NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY ‘ INTERPOL
| o “5 +  NATIONAL CENTRAL' BUREAU
/.. 2-Chome, Kasumigaseki é—:j‘x *:*s o .”"-.
Chiyoda-ku,  Tokyo o "Q‘,}"' ™ ,* v Telegraphic Address:
| o W "%e- [ “NTERPOLJAPAN TOKYO”
nJ-NoB/ 2 7.5/68M e

i TOXYO, June 10, 1968.
Mr, Roderick V¥, Prechtl, Jr.

Legal Attache

American ixbassy

Tokyo
Re: Information about a pistol
uliberty-Chief” No, 715
Dear Sir;

In reply to your tclephone request made this moraing
concerning the capticned matter, we wish to inform you as follows:

1. Destination of this weapon!s shipaent:
This pistol :in question was shipped.from the manufacturing
company given below on Aurust 3, 1905, and was cleared by our .
Custoas? inspection on August 19, 1966 and wvas loaded on the
HHAVANA-MARU® at "SUMA-PORT? in Hyogo Prefecture for skipment to:
Name of a company : LIBELTY ARMS CORPORATION,
Address: P.0. BOX, 305, MNIROSE, CALIFORNIA, U.S.4.
2, Items for your rceference: )
The name of this weapon's mnufacturing conpany is “KABUSHIKI
KAISHA, MIROKU SEISAKUSHO® (translated in English : MIRORU
MANUFACTURING CONPANY ATD. ). _
Address: 180, INARI-CHO, KUCHI-CITY, KOCHI PREXECTURE, "JAPAN.
Name of the President: AL Chiyoki. '

Trusting the above information is of some assistance
to you.

Yours sincerely,

for UEAD, KCH, JAPAN:

Cpiminal Resen
e 1 stmal X
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i
4
e .
LI X S
w
bt~
¥ .
B i
Vo
tx .
f ‘,
L
t-! * -
. ’2 4,
H
s 7
~
'
'
. . L
.
.
1
! ¥ 2
. 1
M ¥
el
.
.
s
¥
s
3
: '
k4
4 . B
¢
§
P
f
* 3
f
(R
b +
£ ‘
)
B ¥
R
2
) ?
-
5 <
3 ‘ -
- t
.
s v
.
¢
‘. o
3
-1 v
-
3 .
-
- t
) K
o wat
& =
IR
A [
' f
PR
) El N
¢
r
5 s i
1
® $
4 o
o i
¥ t
e
: s '
[T
3} Vs
1
b
'
3 [
'
“ ]
s ' ¥

: . .
¥ & <
-
: ] P
. s,
Yk, d ‘s
s
\
' . . .
L2 .
. B
f
Ed gt f
[ P !
. “« f
* P RN
’ Tt
E] " ® €

'Diréctor,

4

. Legat, Tokyo,K (173-1).

FBI

L AN

(®),

f N
. Pt . v
N t

MURKIN .

, (002

~

Menphis)

4a

: .:""Reﬁycab 6/9/68.

K Lot

i

K ' Encloqed ave five copiss of

Agency of Japan letter dated 6/10/63, contalnxng results,

of National Police Agency's znves»xgatlon concerning the

revolver in questzon. "
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MEMORANDUM TO HEADS OF OFFICES, BOARDS, DIVISIONS AND BUREANG . ¢ -

1

Dil‘eCtor's S:C .

From: Michael M. Uhlmann
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legislative Affairs

Subject: House Select Committee on Assassinations

At the close of the 94th Congress, the House of
Representatives created a Select Committee on Assassinations
to investigate the deaths of John F. Kennedy and Martin
Luther King. Shortly thereafter, this office reached an
agreement with the Committee stipulating that all requests
for access to Department of Justice personnel and files
would be :in writing, directed, over the Chairman's
signature or that of Staff Director Richard Sprague, to the

1976

N Office of Legislative Affairs.
»
7; \ ] Some members of -the Committee staff, however, have
-Z 7| on.their own sought 'to interview Departmental employees who
5 may have worked on one or another aspect of the Kennedy and
P King matters. I would appreciate it if you would advise

your staff of the Department's agreement with the Committee.
Anyone receiving requésts for information from members of the
Committee or its staff. should i

of the agreement and ask them to comply with it. I would

also'appreciate knowing of any attempts by the Committee to
obtain information other- than t

. g hrough the Office of
.Legislative Affairs. - e T

a4

.

»
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TO

FROM

.~ lf
NN

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
. MAY 1542 2

JMAN
GSA FPmR (41 CFR 101114
5

CAS

UNITED STATES SPUVERNMENT

Memorandum

Assistant Director
~ General Investigative Division

‘Legal Counseé?ﬂ'//

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE (SCI)

é

4 Assoﬁ. E o1 R,
‘Deps AD Adm e
Cep. AD IAVe pee

Assy, Dirdt
Admy SerVe v
Exte ANOHS e,
Fioe & Porse pume
Gen. tav,
[ 7 7Y —
NS PO CTION e

DATE: 11/11/76

[UR0N | DU
Leborerery e
Logal Covtramn
Plea. & Evele e
Rec: MIMW ccrnenn
S$pec. InVe e
“TIOINING csmrron

PURPOSE : Telephone RMe o

—————————— Diroctor S0’y e
Do advise of receipt of a letter from the SCI.

DETAILS:

Attached letter dated 10/14/76, from the SCI, requests
the Attorney General to brief the SCX concerning the progress

regarding the Department's ‘investigation into the Martin Luther
King case.

Larry Callaghan, Deputy Assistant Attoxney General,
Office of Legislative Affairs, who furnished this letter to SA
Paul V. Daly of this Division on 11/10/76, advised the Department
has not decided on a response to this request.

RECOMMENDATION:

"For-information. . - i
Legal Copn ffomeem
Piarte & 18D ccmrmmee .
R2C. MBS scsrsearmenser
S & T SV s msmmenas

T3t W ramenaest

wrmeeer”  AdRY, SEMVemmmaremans
Ext, AfEIT3 e
Fin. & PelS mammmesn

Bent. Ve

APPROVED:

D ECIO e
* 2860 D vonsememmiveesn
L3080 AdMsneasensm

FE2N T aneannneasnanmansmsines

2RI, e smveratss

.
122 e semonsrannsainmamsnan

- 29, AD Ve
Enclosure
62-117121 .
1l - Mr. Aaarhs - Enc.
1 - Mr. Aldhizer - Enc.
1 - Mr. Mintz - Enc.
2 - Mr. Daly - Enc.

PVD:lad |AO
(6)

Buy U.S. Sazings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan *ai oy

3010108

~ ey e

BEme ek .

i
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x

DANIET, K, ANGUYE, HAWAN, CHAIRMAN
HOWARD M, BAKER, JR., TENN,, VICE CHAIRMAN

N X

BIRCH BAYA, 2, IEF

ADRAL €, STCVENSON, ., KX 3..3 v c::, :‘;;,

WRIIAM D, HATHAWAY, MAINE MARK FIELD, QREG. '

:'o‘;“ﬁlno amtsm Y. BARRY GOLOWAYC®, ARIZ, . .

N, DEL ROBENT Y. STAFFORD, VT, Q‘ c { b 5{ { {
:::;u momGAN, M. aaxe 9,:.,""“:"' TiLe ates ernaie
:' AR . m ¥ -
MIUKE MANSFIELO, MONT., £X OFFICIO SELECT COMMITYEE ON INTELLIGENCE
HUGH SCOTY, PA., EX OFFICIO
. * (PURSUANT YO 5. RCS. 400, 14T CONGRESS)
 WEAIAM G, MRLER, STAFF DIRECTOR . WASHINGTON, B.C. 20510
-

October 14, 1976

IN REPLY PLEASE

o RECENAET
The Honorable ngard H. Levi ‘
Attorney General !
U.S. Department of Justice NOV Q1975

Washington, D.C. 20530
Dear Mr. Attérney General: . () L“€X

As you know, the Committee has recently received
testimony from oﬁfzclals of your Department with
respect to.the progress of the investigations of alleged
FBI burglarles. I found the session to be extremely
helpful and consistent with our responsibility to oversee
the process by which allegations of improper intelligence
activities are investigated and handled.

In this context, and so that we may fullel the same
responsibilities thh respect to the Department's invegti-
,gatzon of lg;gl_;ganca_agcmxasaas in the Martin Luther'

..., King.case, I would appreciate it if you'would arrange for °
© a.staff” o;xeflng with respect to'the” progress "and “current
status of that inquiry as well. i

Your cooperation is appreclated

Alqgha,

’ - . . ‘.v’ _" . ‘. g
aniel X.
Chairman
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11/12/76

To: SAC, WFO : /—_‘ !
From: Director, FBI (44-38861) / .
MURKIN - Mr. Helterhoff

Bnclosed is a copy of a "Washington Star News"
article dated 10/9/76, reflecting that James Earl Ray has
appealed his conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court.

Washington Field Office promptly determine status
of Ray's appeal reportedly before the U, S. Supreme Court.
Promptly advise results.

Enclosure
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'7R'ay, A ﬁpe‘als
Conviction in

King Murder

* Ascoclated Press
James Earl Ray, convicted killer of

civil' rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court
yesterday to review his case, claiming
he was “set up to take the rap for a
crime he didn’t commit.”

Rav’s appeal said he was “framed

by the FBI and local police. and then
coerced by his own attorney to plead
2uilty.against his will.”

. .James H. Lesar, the Washington at-
...%.torney representing Ray, wrote in ask- , .,

iinz the court to review Ray's

‘ronviction: “The chbarge is that those ?‘ )

*¥ho-did kill Dr. King are still at

arge, protected in part by the unwill-
Yneness of the courts to face these un- &

pleasant facts.

The petition did not mention an in-

vestigation recently begun by the
House into the assassinations of King
and President Kennedy.

King was Xilled by a rifle blast as

he stood on a motel balcony in Mem-
phis in 1668

Ray was arrested in London and "’

brought back to the United States to
stand trial. He pleaded guilty.

In his petition, Ray, now an inmate -
serving a life texm in the Tennessee _
state penitentiary, said a thorough re-

view of his conviction is needed be-
cause potential conflicts of interest
between two of his attorneys denied
him

im “effective assistance of counsel.”

Ray was represented originally by at-

torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore-
man, 5
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The Washington Post
Washington Star-News A-2

Daily News (New York)
The New York Times .

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times
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FBYI INVESTIGATION OF -
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
" AND ITS CURRENT STATUS

f

-

© SECURITY INVESTIGATION .

In 1962, the FBI initiated a security investigation of
fartin Luther King, Jr., based on information from confidential
sources that he was associating with known members of the
Communist Party.- This investigation continued until April
of 1968 when King was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee.

CIVIL RIGHTS ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION

King was shot to death by an assassin's bullet while
standing on a balcony of a motel In Memphis, Tennessee,. On
April 4, 1968. The U. S. Departpent of Justice (USDJ) reguested
the FBI to conduct an immediate civil rights investigation
into a possible violation of Tikle 18, U. S. Code, Section
241 (possible conspiracy to violate the civil rights of King;
namely, the right to travel interstate). '

The FBI conducted an extensive, exhaustive investigation
into this assassination and James Earl Ray was ‘identified as
the assassin. Our investigative results were furnished.to
the Civil Rights Division, USDJ, and based upon the authority
of the Department, certain pertinent investigative results
were furnished to the appropriate local authorities in the
State of Tennessee. On March 10, 1969, in state court, Memphis,
Tennessee, Ray entered a plea of guilty to charges of the

nmurder of King and received a 99-year sentence. Ray -is-presently

in local confinement. In October, 1976, Ray appealed his
conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court.

" DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW OF KING INVESTIGATION b1

H
In 1975, the U. S. Senate and U. S. House of Representa-
tives Select Committees on Intelligence Activities conducted
inquiries and held public hearings concerning the FBI. :@ Following
disclosures made during these hearings, the Attorney General
(AG) directed in November, 1975, the Civil Rights Division
and the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice to
review the files relating to King and make a recommendation
as to whethex the assassination case should be reopened. In
B ]
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+ Aprll, 1976, the AG announced that, based on this preliminary

review by the Civil Rights Division, his tentative conclusions
were: (1) there was no basis to believe that the FBIX

in any way caused the death of King; (2) no evidence

was discovered that the FBI investigation of King's assassination

'was not thorough and honest; and (3) instances were :found

lndzcatlng the FBI undertook a systematic program of harassment
of King in order to discredit him and harm both him and
the movement he led.

The AG then ordered that the Office of Professional
Responsibility (OPR) of the Department complete this ~
preliminary review with an examination of all King related
records at FBI Headquartexrs and in the field. The AG
indicated the review is to answer the following questions:

(1) wWas the FBI's investigation of King's assassination
thorough and honest? (2) Is there any evidence -the FBI was
involved in the assassination? (3) 1Is there any new evidence
which has come to the attention of the Department concexrning the
assassination? (4) Does the relationship between the Bureau
and King call :for criminal prosecutions, disciplinary

- proceedings, or other appropriate actions?

This OPR review began May 10, 1976, with a review of King
assassination files. OPR has reviewed the assassination
files and is now reviewing security files involving King,

‘the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and security

files relating to communist influence in racial matters. The
OPR still has this matter under review.

HbUSE SEBEéT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONé

In September, 1976, the U. S. House of Representatives
created a Select Committee to investigate the assassinations
of President John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.

In November, 1976, the Committee requested access to the FBI
files concerning the assassinations of Kennedy and Xing.

The Department regquested recommendations .from the FBIX
concerning Committee access, and the Legal Counsel Division
is coordinating a response.

KING ESTATE REQUEST FOR FBI DOCUMENTS

In compliance with instructions of the AG on 7/14/76,
the FBI has furnished to the Department of Justice copies
of voluminous documents in FBI Headquarters files concernlng
King and related matters which had been previously given to
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities.
These documents are being reviewed by the Department and, on

a staggered basis, being furnished to the attorneys for the ?
Kxng estate.
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FBI INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AND ITS CURRENT STATUS:

e

SYNOPSIS: In 1962, the FBI initiated a security investigation

of Martzn Luther King, Jr., based on information
from confidential sources that he was associating with
! known members of the Communist Party. King was assassinated in
1968 and the FBI conducted an immediate civil rights investigation
and James Earl Ray was identified as the assassin. Ray pled guilty
on 3/10/69 to the murder of King before a State Court in
Tennessee and presently is in local confinement. In
November, 1975, the Attorney General (AG) directed the Civil
Rights Division (CRD) and the Criminal Division of the
Department to review the files relating to King. 1In April, 1976,
the AG ordered the Department's Office of Professional Responsibility
(OPR) to complete the review and the OPR still has this matter under
review. In September, 1976, the U. S. House of Representatxves
created a Select Committee to investigate the assassinations of
President Kennedy and King. In November, 1976, the
Committee requested access to FBI files. The Department
requested FBI recommendations re Committee access. The FBI
recommended that in the s ecurztz investigation of King the same
procedures re access utilized in complying with requests from the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities be utilized.
In the civil rights assassination investigation of King, however,
the FBI observed that any decision relative to Committee access
rests entirely within the province of the Department and the
Department was requested to also consider such items as determining
§ - . .what authority the Committee has to request access, and what
" effect any such access would have on the local prosecution and
rights of Ray, who has.his case under appeal to the U. S.
Supreme Court. The Department has not advised the FBI of ‘its
k final decision relative to Committee access.

; DETAILS

E SECURITY INVESTIGATION: 1In 1962, the FBI initiated a

= securlty investigation of Martin
Luther King, Jr., based on information from confidential
'sources that he was associating with known members of the
Communist Party. This investigation continued until

A il o Rl D,

¢ April of 1968 when King was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee.
CIVIL RIGHTS ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION: King was shot to
; ‘ ] . death by an assassin's
. bullet while standing on a balcony of a motel in Memphis,
% Tennessee, on 4/4/68. The U. S. Department of Justice (USDJ)
i requested the FBI to conduct an immediate civil rights
y - : '
fi . . PREPARED FOR “TRANS(TI6 W SIATTERY
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investigation i a possible violation of le 18, U. S.
Code, Section 24W(possible conspiracy to vi®late the civil
rights of King, namely, the right to travel interstate).

The FBI ‘conducted an extensive, exhaustive .investigation
into this assassination and James Earl Ray was identified as the
assassin. Our investigative results were furnished to the
Civil Rights Division, USDJ, and based upon the authority of
the Department, certain pertinent investigative results were
‘furnished to the appropriate local authorities in -the State of
Tennessee. On 3/10/69, in state court, Memphis, Tennessee,

Ray entered a plea of guilty to charges of the murder of King
and received a 99-year sentence. Ray is presently in local
confinement. In October, 1976, Ray appealed his conviction to
the U. S. Supreme Court.

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW OF KING INVESTIGATION: In 1975, the U. S.
Senate and U. S.
House of Representatives Select Committees on Intelligence
Activities conducted inguiries and held public hearings concerning
the FBI. Following disclosures made during these hearings, the
Attorney General (AG) directed in November, 1975, the Civil Rights
Division and the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice to
review the files relating to King and make a recommendation as’ to
whether the assassination case should be reopened. In April, 1976,
the Attorney General announced that, based on this preliminary
review by the Civil Rights Division, his tentative conclusions were:
(1) there was no basis to believe that the FBI in any way caused
the death of King; (2) no evidence was discovered that the FBI
investigation of King's assassination was not thorough and honest
and (3) instances were found indicating the FBI undertook a
systematic program of harassment of King in order to dlscredlt

- him.and harm both him and the .movement he led.-

The AG then ordered that the Office of
Professional Responsibility (OPR) of the Department
complete this preliminary review with an examination of all King
related records at FBIHQ and in the field. The Attorney General
indicated the review is to answer the following questions:
(1) Was the FBI's investigation of King's assassination
thorough and honest? (2) Is there any evidence the FBI was
involved in the assassination? (3) Is there any new evidence
which has come to the attention of the Department concerning the
assassination? (4) Does the relationship between the Bureau
and King call for criminal prosecutions, disciplinary
proceedings, or other appropriate actions.

This OPR review began 5/10/76 with a review of King
assassination files. OPR has reviewed the assassination
files and is now reviewing security files involving King,
the Southern Christian Leadership Council (SCLC) and security
files relating to communist influence in racial matters. The
OPR still has this matter under review.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS: In September, 1976,
the U. S§. House of

Representatives created a Select Committee to investigate the
assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther
. King, Jr. JIn November, 1976, the Committee requested access
to the FBI files concerning the assassinations of Kennedy and
King. The Department,requested~recommendations from the FBI
concerning such access. -

The FBI recommended to the Department concerning the
"security investigation of King that the same procedures as to
degree of access to FBI information utilized in complying with
requests from the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
Activities be utilized in complying with requests from this
House Select Committee, which include deletions or excisions of
material which might disclose informants, sensitive sources or

methods and involve obtaining third-agency clearance.

In the civil rights assassination investigation of King,
however, the FBI observed that any decision Yelative to Committee
access rests entirely within the province of the Department.

In making its decision, the Department was requested to also

consider certain items, such as privacy, confidential nature of
informants, etc., and to also consider the following:

- (1) The Department should determine what authority
the.Committee has to request access to the Civil Rights
assassination investigation of Dr. King. For example, is it
requesting such access for a specific legislative interest?

*.-If not, . such-access by the Committee could be construed by some
as an effort by a legislative body to  act as a “grand Jjury"
even though James Earl Ray has already been processed through the
court system;

(2) The Department should determine what effect
any such Committee access to our investigative results in the
civil rights assassination investigation of King (including
the physical evidence, FBI Laboratory and Identification reports,
etc.) would have on the local prosecution of James Earl Ray
and upon the rights of Mr. Ray, who has recently appealed his
conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court. If necessary, the
Department should resolve this with the State of Tennessee
authorities and with Mr. Ray's counsel.

]

The Department has not advised the FBI of its final
decision re Committee access.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. . Mr. J. A. Mintz
Mr. R. J. Gallagher 11/10/76

Mr. T. W. Leavitt
Mr. R. J. Gallagher

, 1l « Mr., J., O. Ingram

' : . ' 1l « Mr. J. G. Deegan
.~ - HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE - Mr. P. V. Daly _ .
ON. ASSASSINATIONS - r. Jo. D. Maurice - T
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- PURPOSE: To respond to Legal Counsel request for General
. Investigative and Intelligence Division comments regarding proce-
dures to be utilized for complying with requests from captioned
. Committee; to recommend same procedures in complying with requests
from the Senate Select Cormittee on Intelligence Activities be
utilized; and to further :recommend formation of new unit

to handle such requests.

»

DETAILS: Memorandum Legal Counsel to the Associate Director 11/4/76,
above caption, advised of request by the House Select Committee on
 Assassinations to review FBI and Départment of Justice files
concerning FBI investigation into the assassinations of President

W . John F. Kennedy (JFK) and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK).
h Legal Counsel recommended captioned Committee be granted access to
- our files to the same extent the Senate Select Committee on
+  Intelligence Activities was granted and that the General

' Investigative Division, iin coordination with the Intelligence
Division, furnish comments regarding Committee access-to FBI files.

, Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Mr. J. B. Adams, 7/29/75,:
{ ~ captioned "SENSTUDY 1975" advised that the proposed procedures !
. _concerning the handling of requests for documents by the Senate
. Select Committee had been approved by the Attorney General and the
-~ Senate Select Committee. A copy of the proposed procedures,
. attached to the 7/29/75 memorandum has been reviewed and the
General Investigative and Intelligence Divisions agree the same
., procedures as to the degree of access to FBI information should be
utilized when complying with requests from the House Select
Committee on Assassinations. A copy of the 7/29/75 memorandum
with proposed procedures is attached. .

In order to immediately implement proposed procedures
. and to handle the large influx of enticipated requests, the
. 'following is recommended: ,

. (1) New unit be set up, unit chief to be designated,
comprised of unit chief, 5 agent supervisors and 5 reviewer .

. analysts, for expeditious handling of requests from captioned
Committee, which could last as long as two years. Objective

is formation of unit to develop expertise and background in

handling such requests.
Enclosure
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Memorandum to Mr. R. J. Gallagher
Ret House Select Committee
. On Assassinations

(2) Initial manpower“to be supplied by General
Investigative and Intelligence Divisions. If necessary,

additional special agent personnel will be assigned to
handle.

- (3) Initial staff to be comprised of Agents who will

-have responsibility to become knowledgeable in Lee Harvey Oswald,
JFK and MLK investigations.

(4) New unit to be General Investigative Division
operation assigned to Domestic Security Section and space tu be
allocated on 4th Floor, JEH Building.

RECOMMENDATIONS: (1) Same proceduresutilized in complying with
requests from Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities
be utilized in complying with requests from captioned Committee.

oo

* as to degree of access to FBI information

‘i

" (2) Approval be granted to immediately implement
recommendations 1 - 4, above, to handle captioned Committee
requests. .

.2-
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On 7/25/75 at the request of Special Counsel for o
~Intélligence Coordinatoxr Michael Shaheen in the Department, - ],gzgi
a meeting was held between representatives of the FBI (SAs q{gxf¥-
. Paul B! Daly and John Thomas), representatives of the Senate |
Select Committee (John T. E11liff, Task Force head of the Domestic
Task Force, Mark Gitenstein) and Michael Shaheen of the Department.
At this meeting Mr. Shaheen advised that the proposed procedures
concerning the handlings of requests for documents by the Senate
Select Committee had been approved by the Attorney General and in
the Senate Select Committee. (A copy is attached.)

%

' Shaheen and E11iff indicated the purpose in meeting on
..the 25th along with an anticipated meeting on Monday, 7/28/75, was
to assist the SSC in the planning of a superseding request in
accordance with the newly established procedures concerning
. document requests. Both Shaheen and E11iff expressed concern at
this time that the schedules set forth in the new agreement.was
such that in many instances the Bureau would not be able to
respond in time to meet the deadlines. Additionally, Shaheen
lexpressed concern that the provisions require that the.Attorney :/
General adjudicate any question as.to the necessity of furnishing |
a document ‘to the Committee and to make such a decision within 247
. . hours would be very burdensome. ' : ,/K\ ~

. h
Messrs. E11iff and Shaheen were advised by SA Daly that S
this would be true, pointing out that in many instances files are ™\
not readily .available because of FOIA requests, needs of the ™
. Bureau's ongoing investigations and law suits in which it was

necessary to view particular files. It was also pointed out that
many of the requests of the Senate Select Committee necessitate
the review of a number of files and/or numerous volumes of a
particular file all of which are not necessarily available
immediately. Mr. Shaheen advised that it was the Attorney
General's desire that Senate Select Committee requests take
precedence over all other matters including the Freedom of In-
formation. It was pointed out to Mr. Shaheen that our responses

' to Freedom of Information Act are under deadline by law and; ii//

/ ez o M bE T < \.
ST110  #E6Y,. "‘155({ 'ﬁ/jé{
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Legal Counsel to J. B. Adams Memorandum
N RE: SENSTUDY 1975

\ [this were to be the Attorney General's feelings, he should

advise “this Bureau in writing so that we would be in a
» |position to use+this statement of policy should this

question arise during litigation.: It was pointed out that
in many areas of possible abuse set forth by the Senate
Select Committee we have pending FOIA requests and/or

. litigation which require the availability of those files
for responses. - .

e * E11iff indicated that it was the Committee's desire
in their forthcoming superseding request to request material
that had been previously furnished the-Committee with the under-
Standing that there would be less excisions made in compliance
with the new agreement. He inquired as to whether the Bureau
. could advise.him as to what material previously furnished was
" readily retrievable and could be furnished in accordance with
a new request. He was advised by SAs Daly and Thomas that it was
not possible at this time to give him a response, however, we would
endeavor to make an analysis of prior requests to obtain this in-
formation and have it available for the meeting Monday, 7/28/75.

. A general discussion was had concerning the new agree-
«~ gment especially concerning the type of material which might
} properly be excised and third agency problems. It was generally
‘agreed upon that not only the identity of informants be excised
- ' but also information which might~disclose~thé idertity of infor-
‘ mants might also be properly excised. E11iff -dindicated that the
Lm v Committee did not wish to see many items referred to the Attorney
Genexal as is called for by the agreement for his decision and
N would rather at least on a preliminary basis where it was a
"l . |question of the propriety of the excision that the discussion
> .Ibe held with Be or one of his representatives before such a
referral was made. Shaheen also indicated a desire that the
 referrals to the Attorney General be kept to a minimum. Regard-
ing the "Third Agency" problems which are not addressed in the

agreement there was no final decision arrived at. E1liff and 8 e RS

£ £
Js

Shaheen were under the impression that the clauses referring
to foreign intelligence operations or foreign intelligence
sources would handle this problem. "They were advised that
this was not the case. This was not true since even in
these instances Senators on the Cormittee axre given access
after the Attorney General has made a determination that
material involved "pecularily sensitive foreign intelli-
gence sources or pecularily sensitive ongoing foreign

g
re

o CONTINUED -~ OVER
! \v \
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Legal Counsel to J. B. Adams Memorandum
N, RE: SENSTUDY 1975 '

* }intelligence operaticns." It was pointed out that this .
would require that many documents be referred to the
‘JAttorney General for his determination which would be

.fcontrary to Messrs. Elliff's and Shaheen's desires. . .

(XY

The meeting was held 7/28/75, Messxs. Gitenstein and
"E11iff of the Committee, Michael Shaheen and Steven k. Blackhurst
. of the Department, and SAs Paul 7. Daly, Seymor Phillips and Elmerx
- Larson were in attendance. Regarding the "Third Agency" rule
]prob&em, we advised the Department and the Committee that we
would continue to abide by this rule. The Committee presented
a request dated July 28, 1975,. captioned "'Superseding Request .
- for FBI Materials." This document amounted to a recapitulation
of prior requests made by the Committee with a schedule for
. delivery set forth in accordance with the established guidelines
. for the production of documents , An item-by-item analysis of the
' request contained in the document was had and’where necessary
"modifications concerning scheduled responses was made. It was
obvious the intent of the Committee in making the superseding
frequest was to have more documents made available in the Commit-
Jtee offices and also to have less excisions made on documents
previously furnished the Committee based on prior requests. We
were requested by Shaheen to prepare as soon as possible cox-
* respondence to the Attorney General setting forth instances where
. the deadlines set by the Committee could not be made. This prompted
the provisions in the guidelines for the production of documents = 1
which require the Attorney General to notify the Committee Chair- !
man and Vice Chairman within 24 hours of any expected delay beyond
' 96 hours of the request. e

&
. ’_) -
{ - RECOMMENDATION: pet? ] 4

- . Ot'{ g@
Action. For information. Q59°&5é‘ Cﬁd
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-
g '

and the Swocinl Courel.

. The i‘irst suen ..._.,t; will be d2divered to the Depertmant of

Justice witiin N8 kours of the afoption of this procedure, and will

-

surmarize ar::’. sueerssds all. the pres ently outstending poguests; tiis
1ist v.ril’.!. be in priovity. crder,"as fixed by the Coittee, with fixed

L
2 ~fe - Y 32 emovp, vand-
delivery/acr2se d oo snseilied. AhTle ,.:..\-.,,,.10 Yoy which e

- . e N . . - - e e

mitee requests delivory OF aceats chall oe 'Jr.l wvered Lo tho Comnitice

or made & c::i‘ole Ao Toom M7 of the Hoowor Bmlc}:zr:s; not lator thon
1 4
within 1\- <8 howrs ot tho date spoeified. The Comadbtice C
\ '
Vice Chziyoan chall be informed by the Attcvrey Goneral, within J4 hours
each ‘ ‘
of recelpb of e rogusst, of any dclw b'"o.::‘i ity 90 hours, the compeeted

.
Creivnonerd ¢

.
- -

dolay, and the srhc:u"ic reasons for the delay. ?;:r“i'zl

access or Goxivery shall be pmi‘f‘erc'—d, by the Burcau of/to any wmatorials

Jength of the

lonce of ¢ such rr.. orials are being prend cd. A

the tie of fu1) response scb, forth

requcstcd, whlle thh b2

par'cial proffcy shall nat extend
herein. ‘

AR q o

® Wperever vaod \--n, the torn Dorsstic Tazk Yores Leader (OYTL)
ot‘::: lill :c".‘cs Y

is und* whosd to inglule ih/ Chicl .p.z.z;-:l mamd e idnority Cownrid

of the Scnate Salect Committ <.c. - g . . A
: PEHETINGR //é . )

: s ' ‘2 /// Tl \.7

e o e e —r A
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These procedures chall anply to all mALLers cov‘.n.dgy DAL~

" graph 1. In the event of a soecific nroblo:a apising with the

applionbili‘.y of thes” promdu ¢s to any matters m curr“'n. litication

or. any matters in w"m.n crimanal prosecution is pendinx, or any ratier

which the Attorfiey Goneval, chall ssecifically dasid fax 2 as-extroordinacily

sensitive,’ a scecial procsdure shall be wndsrtaken.® Such specific

problem arcas shall be tified ‘)v the A?:tomny Ceneral) to the Chainnan

.and Vice Chaz.r:rr:*n by lctter unon consideration of the lists submitted

pursuant to this provisicn. The special procedure to be follcued shall

be proposed, ¢zfined, adzoted, and foll "'>d after consideraticon by the

SSC of the snecific problem arca and partinent inouiyy md discussion at

the staff level. -

(2) The following proce duies s ..ll eoply (a) vhe'.*e delivery of maternials

. requestcd might jecp ~ardize F2I. sensitive sources or ongoing operaticns,

or (b) whhx\, the Domestic Tesk Force leader reguests acezss 1o raterials,

rather than deliver';r to the SSC.

<
(3) The Department will fumish acce ss at the Hoover Building in Focm

-

l!i?l tof those materials requasted: o .

(a) only to the merbers of the Conmi ittee e, where it is detenuined
by the Attornzy Generzl that the materials involve paculiarly sensitive
foreign intelligence sowrces or necvlienly sensitive ongoing foreim

intellisence operations, o

«
. ' «

% No restriction of currently opexaticnal arrengements 1s intended uncer
this provicicn. ,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E. O 14176



. (b) In all other cases, to the anpropmately cleared stg.ff who

‘wil) have access to all of the matcmals. e et

M ‘ ‘1. .
(c) An eyaptlcn to (a) and (b) abovc is macde for the icdentities

.. of so-called "live" informants or po..entz.d mfor ants as defined in the

" ¥BI Manual of Instructlon., as to w.ich no access 111 be furmished

unlcso the 1dmt:.ty of the individual as an informant or potent:.al

informant has already been made known “to the Committee, jointly agree

o on the limited disclosure of such jdentities to the Chairman and Vice

. e3 oan e, & =

(@ As +6 other inform3tion vhich would jéentify persons, as

sovure s, who have nﬂavzc.;sd c» eontinve ‘co nrovide information to the

”FBI, a'xd s to vhose 1(1::?11:*\! the ¥8I h:'." "‘m:‘z sken & 6bli,qation of

conné"ulal v, t..- Cormuittes c.nd 3tz stalf ch2ll pregexve the

. confidentiality and shall moke no usetvhich would irpair the confi-
« |\ s

v dentiadity of this class of inforeztion to which acesss has s Leen
{ - . given, uniess the ddentity oF +ths individual ac a som‘ce h::zs already
’ been made Jnewn to the Commttes, or vnless su.h informaticn «.auc;urv*
' - in mterials viaich have boen screened bv the FBE as provided in °
.. ' par'acrc.oh 6 bzl L. '
# Pwamples of prchibited use are: . "
‘ (1) intervicws of the source, as source ;
" (2) interviews or ingquirdes that vould disclose the fact that the
idontity of a conrid ol sowrce 1as mad h " to the staff.
(3) public disclosurc. _ & Coo :
I- . .
! ' .
PRI ——— R T L A TR Rl o ot |
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e s Py

. .- . > n. : . ,'; . . . ' . . i '
% ’ * ‘ " —K. " * ’ . ) »
N . . . o 3 - . " *
(4) Those matemals to vhich tbc staff has accecs may be revicwed .

~and stuchcd in Poom 4171 of th\. Poover Building and such notes may

be-taken as decned apprepriate by ‘the Staff.

-

—-(5) The Co m.t‘tee staff shall select from these materials to which

R L - - i Ld i L
.access is herein provided, those raterials which it deems pertinent
to the Comittee's ingquiries and necessary for delivery to the
Committee's offices. ’ .
» [ ) .
A Y ¥ ’
l. '
® + F 4 L .
\ N .
. - §.4 LY ' Ll L]
. ' h
—— et ot Brsp———een . -'“< o :
"‘ A LR OISR | NI A ATY ' g vap ey 1‘!’;‘
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: (6) The Burcau shall make copies of such raterials as-f'are spécificd
) _ by the staff wdar the pmv:.ss.ms of (5) above for transfer to ihc
: Oo.mi‘tc“ﬂ offices | ' ‘ !
. (@ before the copies of such itaterials are taken to the
_ Conmittee's offices, the Burcau shall, within 24 hows of thc;
selec‘czon, make appropriate excisicns and paraphrases of infor-
— mi:.o'x vhich might, if zracv\,rtently disclosed, end:m(,o“ sensitive

or sensitive - : . :
« . FBX sources ané/ongoing cperations,

(b) If the Task Force !.e:der has any objecticns to the excisicns
or pavaphro es, the xr.atcmals m issue will be forthwith conveyed by
"thc—:, Burcau, with a written statement of its grounds for its position,
to the Special Cc;xznsel vho shall recolve the matter by negotiation

wi'thi.n 24 hours.

(c) In thz event the watter is not resolved within 24 hours, the
*° ‘Special Counsel shall submit the matter forthwith to the At'tdmey

General who shall notify the C} c.lr::_.n fortlrith and arrenge fo“ a

[ . .

-

appropmate diccesiticn.

- . .
- -

. (7) Ine _po:r:m'.ttce staff 2y remove to the office of SSC for apprepriate

use, any notes wmch they may ::zke upon *\_va.cw of materdial s men:cl Yy

the FBY, as providad in (6) atove, without such notes being revicwed

. by the Burcau. The Comnittee staff ray remove notes on unsereencd
materiads only if snch rotes are revicwed and cleared by the Burcaun

uwnder the provizicns of (8) (2) thru (e} above, /

-
. . .

o
e ] . - . *

i 2l 20 S L v O L o SR it RS o bR R g UL N --:mrv- vy g ovae
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]
-

e ’ L _ R , \ i .
’ . (8) The staff and the ierbers of the Committec may cxamine the

original materials to which the staff has been given access as -
: . extensively a5 necessary, in the Hsover Building at Recm W73, )

.

durinz rdnnd FBI buziness howrS; vpen reascnsble notice, serelal

arrengerents irsy be made for sccess at other tuies.

. - ]

, . . A )
H -~ ,'.h.-
o (9} These procedures are adepted subiect to satisfactorw ayn2rienas
< - - - T
3n implerentation. IF ofter a fair trial the vrecedures herein €©
- not ooerate switably in the view of cither the SSC or the Attormev
- .. General, the nrocedures niv be wnilaterally sot eside by either ihe
..+ 88C or“the Attornsy Cenersd znd othor mopropricte and suitable
. ~ '« "methods of procedure wncdarteken. . ' oo
» - ' ’ \ . v ] ' - » ) "
> ! R 4 ) ) . \
b d ' = . .
! .‘ . ‘ . . N -
. s * .
Iy -
. .. . 0 A
’ . .’
ve . .
.. . " " ¢ .

i e A L0 T T PR ) TIPS ST TR WIS COXPRREY NS TR cegeerpremmyer o w
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Mr. Gallagher - ) . . 11/8/76

1l - Mr. Gallagher
1l - Mr. Ingram
1l - Mr. Peelman
) (D - Mr. Helterhoff
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 1 - Mr. Cooke
ON ASSASSIIATIONS 1l = Mr. Burton
; ‘ 1 - Mr. Deegan

J. S. Peelman

PURPOSE: - To furnish corments by the Civil Rights Section,

General Investigative Division (GID), as to Committee
access to the Civil Rights investigation into the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Bufile 44-38861).

SYNOPSIS: House Select Committee on Assassinations has
requested access to FBI files and Department of
Justice files concerning the assassinations of President
John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (copy of
Cormittee letter attached). Legal Counsel Division has
reguested corments from GID re Committee access. (Copy of
Legal Counsel memorandum attached.) Dr. King was assassinated
on.4/4/68 and the FBI conducted an.immediate Civil Rights
investigation per the request of the Department. Our
investigative results were furnished to the Department and
based upon the authority. from the Department, certain pertinent

Vl“-investigatzve ‘results were furnisheéd to'the State of Tennessee

authorities. James Earl Ray pled gquilty on 3/10/69 to the
murder of Dr. King before a state court in Tennessce and
presently is in local confinement. In November, 1975, the
Attorney General directed Assistant Attorneys General Pottinger
and Thornburg to review the files relating to Martin Luther
King and make a recormendation as to whethexr the assassination
case should be reopened. In April, 1976, the Attorney General
requested the Departrent‘®s Office of Professional Responsibility
(OPR) to 'complete the review of all records re Dr. King. .

The Department's OPR still has this King matter under review.
Any decision relative to Committee access to the Civil Rights
assassination investigation of Dr. King rests within the
province of the Department. The Department should also be
advised that in making its decision it should also consider:

Enclosnres (3) T
HNH:bam (8) '_;4 C. i ) )
44—38?61 ' ‘ CONTINUED - OVER

ELES RIS S W S S s s e Lo - B e R ve o wmma e
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(1) wWhat-authority the Committee ‘has to request access;
(2) What effect access would have on the local prosecution
and the rights of Ray who has his case under appeal to the
'U. S. Supreme Court. ("Washington Post" article re his
appeal attached); (3) What effect Committee access would
have on privacy of those individuals who furnished information
in a criminal case; (4) If Department grants access, it should
oppose disclosing identity of informants or persons who
furnished :information on a confidential basis and (5) What
action it intends to take to obtain third-agency clearance
including foreign Governments; (6) The decision to furnish an
itemization of material ‘turned over to another agency remains
within the province of the Department; (7) The FBI has not
prepared any summary.of the King assassination investigative
results other than that contained on the summary (synopsis)
ages of each report and & reports containing a prosecutive
gﬁ%ﬂ?%??mfg) The Civil Rights Section recommends no meeting
with staff members until Department makes its decision.

RECOMMENDATION: That these comments of the Civil Rights
Section be furnished to the Criminal Section of
the GID (attention Mr. Len S. Burton), which section is

2w F door@inating the overall GID.response to this.matter.

'DETAILS: The House Select Committee on Assassinations has
) ' requested ‘access to FBI files and Department of
Justice files concerning the assassinations of President John F.
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jx. (Committee letter

¢ attached). The Legal Counsel Division has requested
cormments of the GID as to the Committee's access to these
files. (copy of Legal Counsel memorandum attached) . ]
The Civil Rights assassination investigation of Dr. King is
located in Bufile 44-38861.

]
Toampras v e LS R NN N spmeIa g M mom 4 T WL RRWE APV R AP RISVINCR Bty PRI I e e T Pt D QR TRT S L A ki
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Memorandum to Mr. ‘Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

[y

] ‘ Dg..King was shot to death by an assassin's bullet
while standing on a balcony of a motel in Memphis, Tennessee,
on 4/4/68. The U. S. Department of Justice regquested the
FBI to conduct an immediate Civil Rights investigation into

-this assassination which was confirmed in writing by a letter
from Stephen J. Pollak, Assistant Attoxney General, Civil Rights

?ivision, to the Director of the FBI, which requested a -full
investigation into ‘a possible violation of Title 18, U. S.

nge, Section 241, (possible conspiracy to violate the Civil
Rights of Dr. King, namely, the right to travel interstate.)

The FBI conducted an extensive, exhaustive investigation
into this assassination and James Earl Ray was identified as the
assassin. Our investigative results were furnished to the
Civil Rights Division,; U. S. Department of Justice, and based
upon the authority of the Department, certain pertinent investigative
results were furnished to the appropriate local authorities in

‘the State of Tennessee. On 3/10/69, in state court, Memphis,

Tennessee, Ray entered a plea of guilty to charges of the

murder of King and received a 99-year sentence. Ray is presently

4in local confinement.

By letter dated 12/4/75, the Attorney’General of the

...United-States  advised that on .11/24/75, he directed Assistant:

Attorneys General J. Stanléy Pottinger and Richard. b. Thornburg .
to .review the files relating to Martin Luther King at once in
the light of recent testimony, and make a recommendation as to
whether the assassination case should be reopened. The
Department had complete access to the Civil Rights assassination
investigative file during its review.

. ~ On 4/29/76, the Attorney General of the United States
‘issued the following  news release: et -

: " have directed the Office of Professional Responsibility,
headed by Michael Shaheen, to complete a review of all recoxds

in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr.

Martin Luther King, .Jr. The Civil Rights pivision, under the
personal direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley
Pottinger, completed on April 9 a five-month preliminary,review

s - Ew o3 PN - Cawwme e b e 3 - e, - PR
B L N L A ADRR Y < N N R .
A At 4‘_! - A - »: . R e . RS

.
J'“
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
~“RE: ' HOUSE. SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

of files at FBI headquarters. As a result of this
preliminary review, the Civil Rights Division has
recommended -that the review be carried forward to completion
with ‘an additional examination of records at FBI
headquarters and field offices. It is believed that more
than 200,000 documents may be involved.

On the basis of this preliminary review, Assistant
Attorney General Pottinger stated that his tentative
conclusions were (1) there was no basis to believe that
‘the FBI in any way caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no
evidence was discovered that the FBI investigation of
the assassination of Dr. King was not thorough and honest,
and (3) instances were found indicating that the FBI under-
‘took a systematic program of harassment of Dr. King in
order to discredit him and harm both him and the movement
he 1led.

In ordering on April 26 the complete review by
Mr. Shaheen, I directed that the investigation be completed
forthwith and that answers to four specific questions be

furnished to me.and FBI Director Clarance M. Kelley on.the.

basis ‘0f ‘the review of all documents:

-- Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King's
‘assassination was thorough and honest;
. -=- Whether there is any evidence ‘that the FBI was
involved in the assassination of Dr. King;
-- Whether, in light of the first two matters, there
is any new evidence which has come to the attention of the

" Department concerning the assassination of Dr. King;

-- Whether the nature of the relationship between the
Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal prosecutions, disciplinary

*proceedings, or other appropriate action.

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights
Division has been continuously investigating allegations
concerning the assassination of Dr. King as these allegations
come to the attention of the Department.”

N g - - ) [
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Memorandurn: to hr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

™

The Department's OPR still has this matter under
review and has had complete access to the Civil Rights
assassination investigative files both at FBIHQ and in all
of our field offices.

The decision as to what access, if any, the Committee
has to the FBI file on the Civil Rights assassination of
Dr. King, therefore, rests entirely within the province of the
Department of Justice. The Department should also be advised that in
making its decision relative to Committee access, it should also
consider the following:

(1) The Department should determine what authority
the Committee has to request access to the Civil Rights assassination
investigation of Dr. King. For example, is it requesting such
access for a specific legislative interest? If not, such access
by the Committee could be construed by some as an effort by
a legislative body to act as a "grand jury" even though James
Earl Ray has already been processed through -the court system;

(2) The Department should determine what effect
any such Committee access to our investigative results in the
Civil Rights assassination investigation of Dr. King (including
the physical evidence, FBI Laboratory and Identification reports,
etc.) would have on the local prosecution of James Earl Ray
and upon the xrights of Mr. Ray, who has recently appealed his
conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court. ("Washington Post"
article re appeal attached). If necessary, the Department
should resolve this with the State of Tennessee authorities
and with Mr. Ray's counsel;

(3) The Department should determine what effect

any such access would have on the privacy of those individuals
who furnished information to the FBI in a criminal case the

FBI was investigating (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 241);

i

" (4) If the Department grants access to the Committee,
it should oppose disclosing the identity of any informants

or persons who furnished information on an expressed confidential
basis;

£F o - R ] O AR
: et s 24
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(5) 1If the Department grants Comnittee access,
the Department should advise what action it intends ‘to take
to obtain third-agency clearance including obtaining authority
from ‘those foreign Governments which furnished investigative

results, such as Canada (where Mr. Ray stayed and

obtained a passport) and London (whexre Mr. Ray was
captured) ;

(6) The decision to furnish an itemization of
any material which has been turned over to anyaother;individual
or agency remains within the province of the Department. For

instance, certain material was turned over to the State of

Tennessee authorities based upon the authority of the
Department and the Department would have to make a decision
as to whether this itemization could be made available to the
Committee. Other material from our files has also been made
available pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act;

(7) The FBI has not prepared any summary of the Civil
Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King. Neither
the Civil Rights Division nor the OPR requested such a summary
during its review. Each investigative report contains a summary

_(synop§is) page and a prosecutive summary report and a nonfprosecutive§

B .

extensive public source jnformation available concerning this
natter; ReSECATIVE SUNAIRY RET Gllsfs8 4y = 39541 - Y697 sec. Gt

pow o gefeR Yo =yy3 SEC 52

i (8) Inasmuch as any Committee access to the Civil

Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King remains
within the province of the Department, the Civil Rights Section.
of the GID recommends that no meeting be held re the Civil Rights
investigation with staff members of the Committee until the Department
makes its decision in this matter.

These comments of the Civil Rights Section of the
GID are in no way intended to be obstructive but it is felt
the Department must resolve these issues before it can make a
determination as to whether or not it will grant Committee
access to the Civil Rights investigative file on the .
assassination of Dr. King.
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0-19 (Rev. 5-5-75)

?Ray Ap'pm: seuls
Conviction in

King Murde:

James Earl Ray, convicted Killer of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court
yesterday to review his case. claiming
he was *set up to take the rap for a

crime he didn’t commit.”

Ray's appeal said he was «“framed
by the FBI and local police, and then
coerced by his own attorney to plead
™ ‘ - guilty against his will.”

' ‘ James H. Lesar, the Washington at-
torney representing Ray, wrote in aske
jing the court to review Ray's. "
sonviction: “The charge is that those ',
‘who did Xill Dr. King are still at
... Jarge. protected in part by the unwill- -

pleasant facts.

The petition did not mention an in-
wvestigation recently begun by the
" “House intd the assassinations of King
st and President Kennedy.
. 7~ King was killed by a rifle blast as
.4 - hestood on amotel balcony in Mem-
: . * phis in 1968,
S * Ray was arrested in London and
- .. - brought back to the United States to
» '« stand trial. He pleaded guilty.
In his petition, Ray, now an inmate
o . * . sepving a life term in the Tennessee .
. ) - state penitentiary, said a thorough re-
’ . b view of his conviction is needed be- -
cause potential conflicts of interest
. between two of his attorneys denied
him ~effective assistance of counsel.”
Ray was represented originally by at-
: : torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore
“ man, ) o
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-« Ingness of the courts to face these un- L. ..
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The Washington Post _Tz.—-

Washington Star-News L a
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

/ B )
Date ... 10/9/76”_°






